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John 1:35-51 “Disciple Making” June 10, 2018 

OT Lesson: Genesis 28:10-17  Brian M. Sandifer 

The Bible’s account of how Jesus built his Church by calling the first disciples to follow him reveals a 

pattern primarily driven by an invitation to “come and see.” Those who stay with Jesus will learn 

doctrine about him and powerfully encounter him. Come and see, then become a disciple-making disciple. 

Introduction – The mere mention of this one thing is enough to launch your brain into overdrive excuse-

making mode. What is this dreaded thing? 

I. Preparing Disciples: Come and See 

A. The herald: “Behold the Lamb of God” (vv. 35-37) 

As the one who announces Jesus to the world and prepares his own followers to become disciples of 

Jesus, John the Baptist is a herald. The message of a herald demands a response, either a pledge of 

allegiance or rebellion. So “the next day” when John the Baptist saw Jesus walking by, he announced 

to his followers, “Look! That man is the Lamb of God. Leave me, follow him instead, and become his 

disciple. Because that one takes away the sin of the world” (v. 29). In effect, John the herald of the 

Lamb of God proclaimed to his followers (and to us today), “Go and see.” 

B. The master: “What are you seeking?” (vv. 38-41, 45) 

1. We hate to use this word, but “master” is the best way to characterize the role a teacher held 

in relation to his disciple. So when Jesus noticed two of John the Baptist’s disciples (Andrew and 

possibly John) following after him, he asked “what are you seeking?” It was important that Jesus 

establish the terms of his relationship with them at the very beginning. Probably they wanted to 

ask Jesus questions, observe him, and listen to him teach. 

2. The Jewish historian Josephus records the region of Galilee had recently seen a few 

messianic imposters. People were looking for the arrival of the Anointed One (Messiah=Christ). 

So after Andrew had spent a day with Jesus, the first thing he did was go home to find his brother 

Simon and announce to him, “We have found the Messiah/Christ!” Andrew brings Peter to come 

and see Jesus who is the prophesied and promised Messiah, the one who is God’s appointed 

master over his people. 

3. Philip also gave evidence what his answer is to Jesus’ question, “What are you seeking?” The 

promise of a coming Messiah has a history that we read about in the OT. Everywhere in the OT 

we find the authors writing what I call “Christ-haunted” texts. The Messiah cannot be found 

explicitly in every OT passage like he is promised in Genesis 3:15, but every story whispers his 

name in one way or another. We can summarize the process that God used to prepare the early 

disciples as, first, send a herald to point people to Jesus, and second, seek him as the one who 

claims the titles of Master, Messiah, and Bible Fulfiller. 

II. Gathering Disciples: Come and Be Seen 

A. The seer: “Behold an honest Israelite indeed” (vv. 42-44, 47) 

1. Those early disciples certainly were shocked by who they saw. What they discovered is they 

had come to see Jesus, but it turns out it was Jesus who had first seen them. Consider what 

happened when Simon first saw Jesus. Jesus looked him up and down (we might say he sized him 

up), and predicted Simon would have a new name someday. Simon would have immediately 

understood the importance of this name change, even though he probably didn’t comprehend the 

full meaning right away. One thing Simon knew was Jesus saw him like no one had before. 
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2. The next day Jesus decided to leave where he was staying and go to Galilee. He was seeking 

to gather particular men to be his disciples. When Jesus found Philip, he said to him, “Follow 

me.” Philip was from unbelieving Bethsaida and likely a Hellenized Jew (his name is Greek). Out 

of the midst of a fishing village full of people who would reject Jesus as the Messiah, Jesus saw 

one man who he wanted to be his disciple. 

3. Philip, a brand new disciple, tells his friend Nathanael about a man named Jesus of Nazareth. 

And all Nathanael can think is “Nazareth?!” As they approached Jesus preparing for personal 

introductions, Jesus called his disciples to attention and proceeded to describe Nathanael. 

“Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael is startled by Jesus’ accurate 

description of his character. He had come to see Jesus, but instead he had been seen by the Seer. 

B. The seen: “How do you know me?” (vv. 42b, 48-49) 

1. Back to Simon. Jesus knew what Simon would become someday. Hence the name change. 

Jesus exercised authority over Simon when he renamed him. He saw an impulsive, unstable, 

passionate fisherman and said, “You shall be called Rock” (that’s what Cephas and Peter mean in 

Aramaic and Greek). Basically Jesus is declaring Simon will be a transformed man through his 

experience of following Jesus as a disciple. Simon’s character will change so much because of his 

encounter with Jesus that people will call him “Petros.” 

2. Instead of offering a shallow pop psychology answer, Jesus gives the kind of answer 

Nathanael knew Jesus couldn’t fake. Before Philip called Nathanael, when he was under the fig 

tree (probably resting, studying, meditating, and praying—that’s what people did under fig trees 

back then), Jesus says, “I saw you.” Jesus saw and knew Nathanael by divine foreknowledge, and 

Nathanael, who was not so easily impressed, recognized he had come and been seen by this 

supernaturally insightful man from Nazareth, this Jesus Son of Joseph. 

III. Shaping Disciples: Follow and See 

A. The revealer: “You will see greater things than these” (v. 50) 

Jesus promised to reveal to Nathanael “greater things than these.” Through chapter 12, John will 

recount seven stories of miracles Jesus publicly performed that function as signs (proofs) verifying 

Jesus’ identity as the Son of God, and authenticating his message of the arrival of God’s kingdom and 

the forgiveness of sins. By these seven signs Jesus will reveal even greater things than his ability to 

see into the deep recesses of our hearts. Jesus reveals his greatness to those who follow and see. 

B. The ladder: “The Son of Man” who opens access to heaven (v. 51) 

In Genesis 28, Jacob is fleeing into the wilderness from the wrath of Esau his brother. That night, 

alone and having lost everything, Jacob sleeps under the stars and God gives him a mysterious dream 

in which Jacob sees a stairway to heaven. Angels are going up and down the stairway, traversing it as 

a bridge or “ladder” from heaven to earth. Now speaking to his disciples Andrew, John, Peter, Philip, 

and Nathanael, Jesus claims Jacob’s Ladder is actually a person called “the Son of Man,” which is the 

most common self-designation Jesus uses for himself in the Gospels! 

Conclusion – Let me draw three brief applications for us about disciple making. (1) Come and see means 

come and ask questions, expecting personalized answers. (2) Come and see means come with others. The 

pattern of evangelism is this passage is people become disciples first through the invitation of a friend or 

family member. To any place where Jesus is proclaimed and present, invite them to come and see. (3) 

Come and see means you need to move from one place to another. The one who claims all the titles we 

ascribe to him is either worthy of all your worship, wonder, and devotion, or he’s an imposter to be 

soundly rejected. How will you know unless you come and see? 
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1 Original Language, Personal English Translation, and Textual Notes 

Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

Jn 1:35 Th/| evpau,rion pa,lin eìsth,kei ò VIwa,nnhj 
kai. evk tw/n maqhtw/n auvtou/ du,o 

Again the next day John was standing with 
two of his disciples, 

 

Jn 1:36 kai. evmble,yaj tw/| VIhsou/ peripatou/nti 
le,gei\ i;de ò avmno.j tou/ qeou/Å 

and he looked at Jesus as he walked and 
he declared, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 

 

Jn 1:37 kai. h;kousan oi ̀du,o maqhtai. auvtou/ 
lalou/ntoj kai. hvkolou,qhsan tw/| VIhsou/Å 

And the two disciples heard him speak, and 
they followed Jesus. 

 

Jn 1:38 strafei.j de. o ̀VIhsou/j kai. qeasa,menoj 
auvtou.j avkolouqou/ntaj le,gei auvtoi/j\ ti, 
zhtei/teÈ oì de. ei=pan auvtw/|\ ràbbi,( o] 
le,getai meqermhneuo,menon dida,skale( 
pou/ me,neijÈ 

But Jesus turned and beheld them following 
and said to them, “What do you seek?”  And 
they said to him, “Rabbi” (which is said 
translated, “Teacher”), “where are you 
staying?” 

 

Jn 1:39 le,gei auvtoi/j\ e;rcesqe kai. o;yesqeÅ 
h=lqan ou=n kai. ei=dan pou/ me,nei kai. parV 
auvtw/| e;meinan th.n hm̀e,ran evkei,nhn\ w[ra 
h=n ẁj deka,thÅ 

He said to them, “Come and you will see.”  
So they went and saw where he was 
staying, and they stayed in his presence 
that day. It was about the tenth hour. 

CSB note. Lit about the tenth hour. Various 
methods of reckoning time were used in the 
ancient world. John probably used a 
different method from the other 3 Gospels. If 
John used the same method of time 
reckoning as the other 3 Gospels, the 
translation would be: It was about four in the 
afternoon. 

Jn 1:40 +Hn VAndre,aj ò avdelfo.j Si,mwnoj 
Pe,trou ei-j evk tw/n du,o tw/n avkousa,ntwn 
para. VIwa,nnou kai. avkolouqhsa,ntwn 
auvtw/|\ 

Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, was 
one of the two who learned from John and 
followed him. 

NET tn Grk "him"; the referent (Jesus) has 
been specified in the translation for clarity. 

Jn 1:41 eur̀i,skei ou-toj prw/ton to.n avdelfo.n to.n 
i;dion Si,mwna kai. le,gei auvtw/|\ 
eur̀h,kamen to.n Messi,an( o[ evstin 
meqermhneuo,menon cristo,jÅ 

He first found his own brother Simon and 
said to him, “We have found the Messiah!” 
(which is translated, Christ). 

NET tc Most witnesses (a* L Ws Û) read 

prw/toj (proÒtos) here instead of prw/ton 

(proÒton). The former reading would be a 
predicate adjective and suggest that Andrew 
"was the first" person to proselytize another 
regarding Jesus. The reading preferred, 
however, is the neuter prw/ton, used as an 

adverb (BDAG 893 s.v. prw/toj 1.a.b.), and it 

suggests that the first thing that Andrew did 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

was to proselytize Peter. The evidence for 

this reading is early and weighty: î66, 75 a2 A 

B Q Y 083 ¦1, 13 892 al lat. 

NET tn Both Greek "Christ" and Hebrew 
and Aramaic "Messiah" mean "the one who 
has been anointed." 

Jn 1:42 h;gagen auvto.n pro.j to.n VIhsou/nÅ 
evmble,yaj auvtw/| o ̀VIhsou/j ei=pen\ su. ei= 
Si,mwn o ̀uiò.j VIwa,nnou( su. klhqh,sh| 
Khfa/j( o] èrmhneu,etai Pe,trojÅ 

He brought him to Jesus.  Looking at him, 
Jesus said, “You are Simon the son of John; 
you will be called Cephas” (which is 
translated Peter). 

NET tc The reading "Simon, son of John" is 

well attested in î66, 75,106 a B* L 33 pc it co. 

The majority of MSS (A B2 Y ¦1, 13 Û) read 

"Simon, the son of Jonah" here instead, but 
that is perhaps an assimilation to Matt 
16:17. 

Jn 1:43 Th/| evpau,rion hvqe,lhsen evxelqei/n eivj th.n 
Galilai,an kai. eur̀i,skei Fi,lipponÅ kai. 
le,gei auvtw/| o ̀VIhsou/j\ avkolou,qei moiÅ 

The next day he decided to go to Galilee.  
And finding Philip, Jesus said to him, 
“Follow me.” 

 

Jn 1:44 h=n de. o ̀Fi,lippoj avpo. Bhqsai?da,( evk th/j 
po,lewj VAndre,ou kai. Pe,trouÅ 

Now Philip was from Bethsaida, from the 
city of Andrew and Peter. 

NET tn Probably avpo, (apo) indicates 

"originally from" in the sense of birthplace 
rather than current residence; Mark 1:21, 29 
seems to locate the home of Andrew and 
Peter at Capernaum. The entire remark (v. 
44) amounts to a parenthetical comment by 
the author. 

Jn 1:45 eur̀i,skei Fi,lippoj to.n Naqanah.l kai. 
le,gei auvtw/|\ o]n e;grayen Mwu?sh/j evn tw/| 
no,mw| kai. oi ̀profh/tai eur̀h,kamen( 
VIhsou/n uiò.n tou/ VIwsh.f to.n avpo. 
Nazare,tÅ 

Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We 
have found him of whom Moses in the Law 
and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of 
Joseph from Nazareth!” 

 

Jn 1:46 kai. ei=pen auvtw/| Naqanah,l\ evk Nazare.t 
du,natai, ti avgaqo.n ei=naiÈ le,gei auvtw/| 
ÎoÐ̀ Fi,lippoj\ e;rcou kai. i;deÅ 

And Nathanael said to him, “Can anyone 
good come from Nazareth?”  Philip said to 
him, “Come and see.” 

 

Jn 1:47 ei=den o ̀VIhsou/j to.n Naqanah.l 
evrco,menon pro.j auvto.n kai. le,gei peri. 
auvtou/\ i;de avlhqw/j VIsrahli,thj evn w-| 
do,loj ouvk e;stinÅ 

Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him 
and said to him, “Behold truly an Israelite, in 
whom there is no deceit!” 

NAU note. Nathanael (prob. the same as 

Bartholomew, see Strong’s 918) 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

Jn 1:48 le,gei auvtw/| Naqanah,l\ po,qen me 
ginw,skeijÈ avpekri,qh VIhsou/j kai. ei=pen 
auvtw/|\ pro. tou/ se Fi,lippon fwnh/sai 
o;nta up̀o. th.n sukh/n ei=do,n seÅ 

Nathanael said to him, “How do you know 
me?”  Jesus answered and said to him, 
“Before Philip called you, when you were 
under the fig tree, I saw you.” 

 

Jn 1:49 avpekri,qh auvtw/| Naqanah,l\ ràbbi,( su. ei= 
o ̀uiò.j tou/ qeou/( su. basileu.j ei= tou/ 
VIsrah,lÅ 

Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are 
the Son of God; you are the king of Israel!” 

 

Jn 1:50 avpekri,qh VIhsou/j kai. ei=pen auvtw/|\ o[ti 
ei=po,n soi o[ti ei=do,n se up̀oka,tw th/j 
sukh/j( pisteu,eijÈ mei,zw tou,twn o;yh|Å 

Jesus answered and said to him, “Because I 
said to you that I saw you under the fig tree, 
do you believe?  You will see greater things 
than this.” 

 

Jn 1:51 kai. le,gei auvtw/|\ avmh.n avmh.n le,gw um̀i/n( 
o;yesqe to.n ouvrano.n avnew|go,ta kai. tou.j 
avgge,louj tou/ qeou/ avnabai,nontaj kai. 
katabai,nontaj evpi. to.n uiò.n tou/ 
avnqrw,pouÅ 

And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you 
all, you all will see heaven opened and the 
angels of God ascending and descending 
on the Son of Man.” 
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2 Exegetical Outline (verse summary) 

V35. The next day after John the Baptist had denied to the Pharisees that he is the Christ, John 

was standing with two of his disciples. 

V36. John looked at Jesus who was walking by, and then John declared to his two disciples that 

Jesus is the Lamb of God. 

V37. Upon hearing John’s announcement of Jesus’ identity, they left John and followed Jesus. 

V38. Jesus turned and noticed John’s two disciples following him instead, asked them what they 

are seeking, and they replied by addressing Jesus as Teacher and inquired where he is staying. 

V39. Jesus instructed the two disciples to come and see, so they went with Jesus, saw where he 

was staying, and stayed with him the rest of the day (this happened about four in the afternoon). 

V40. Simon Peter’s brother Andrew was one of the two disciples of John who followed Jesus. 

V41. Andrew first found his brother Simon and told him they have found the Messiah (Greek: 

Christ). 

V42. So when Andrew brought Simon to Jesus, Jesus looked at Simon, verbally identified him as 

Simon son of John, and renamed him in Aramaic: Cephas (Greek: Peter). 

V43. On the next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee, and when he found Philip, Jesus called him 

with the words “follow me.” 

V44. Philip was from Bethsaida, which is the city Andrew and Peter were from. 

V45. Then Philip found Nathanael and told him they have found the man whom Moses and the 

prophets wrote of—Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth. 

V46. Nathanael replied incredulously, questioning whether anyone good can come from 

Nazareth, but Philip said Nathanael should come and see for himself. 

V47. When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he spoke to Nathanael, calling him a true 

Israelite who has not deceit in him. 

V48. Nathanael asked Jesus how it is he knows him, and Jesus revealed that when he was under 

the fig tree before Philip had called him, even then Jesus saw him. 

V49. Nathanael replied in astonishment, declaring to this Teacher that he is the Son of God—the 

king of Israel. 

V50. Jesus pointed out to Nathanael that even though he believed on account of Jesus’ knowing 

him while he sat under the fig tree, that Nathanael will see greater things than this. 



John 1:35-51 Brian M. Sandifer 

Heritage Presbyterian Church 5 6/10/2018 

V51. Jesus assured Nathanael and the others listening of the truth that they will see heaven 

opened and God’s angels ascending and descending on the Son of Man.  
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3 Exegetical Outline (full) 

I. John the Baptist urges his disciples to follow Jesus, the Lamb of God (vv. 35-39). 

a. Leaving John the Baptist to follow after Jesus (vv. 35-37). 

i. V35. The next day after John the Baptist had denied to the Pharisees that he is 

the Christ, John was standing with two of his disciples. 

ii. V36. John looked at Jesus who was walking by, and then John declared to his 

two disciples that Jesus is the Lamb of God. 

iii. V37. Upon hearing John’s announcement of Jesus’ identity, they left John and 

followed Jesus. 

b. Following Jesus as a disciple first means staying in his presence (vv. 38-39). 

i. V38. Jesus turned and noticed John’s two disciples following him instead, 

asked them what they are seeking, and they replied by addressing Jesus as 

Teacher and inquired where he is staying. 

ii. V39. Jesus instructed the two disciples to come and see, so they went with 

Jesus, saw where he was staying, and stayed with him the rest of the day (this 

happened about four in the afternoon). 

II. Jesus’ disciples find him one way or another, but he “finds” them first (vv. 40-49). 

a. Disciple Andrew brings his brother Simon to Jesus (vv. 40-42). 

i. Simon comes to Jesus with his hope that Jesus is the Christ (vv. 40-41). 

1. V40. Simon Peter’s brother Andrew was one of the two disciples of 

John who followed Jesus. 

2. V41. Andrew first found his brother Simon and told him they have 

found the Messiah (Greek: Christ). 

ii. With divine authority Jesus renames Simon as Peter (v. 42). 

1. V42. So when Andrew brought Simon to Jesus, Jesus looked at Simon, 

verbally identified him as Simon son of John, and renamed him in 

Aramaic: Cephas (Greek: Peter). 

b. Jesus finds Philip and calls him to follow (vv. 43-44). 

i. V43. On the next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee, and when he found 

Philip, Jesus called him with the words “follow me.” 
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ii. V44. Philip was from Bethsaida, which is the city Andrew and Peter were 

from. 

c. Disciple Philip brings his friend Nathanael to Jesus (vv. 45-49). 

i. Nathanael comes to Jesus with his doubts about whether Jesus is the Christ 

(vv. 45-47). 

1. V45. Then Philip found Nathanael and told him they have found the 

man whom Moses and the prophets wrote of—Jesus son of Joseph 

from Nazareth. 

2. V46. Nathanael replied incredulously, questioning whether anyone 

good can come from Nazareth, but Philip said Nathanael should come 

and see for himself. 

3. V47. When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he spoke to 

Nathanael, calling him a true Israelite who has not deceit in him. 

ii. With divine knowledge Jesus answered Nathanael’s doubts (vv. 48-49). 

1. V48. Nathanael asked Jesus how it is he knows him, and Jesus 

revealed that when he was under the fig tree before Philip had called 

him, even then Jesus saw him. 

2. V49. Nathanael replied in astonishment, declaring to this Teacher that 

he is the Son of God—the king of Israel. 

III. Jesus promises his disciples greater things to come as they follow him (vv. 50-51). 

a. Although disciples begin to believe in Jesus based small evidence they see, they will 

see much more as they follow Jesus (v. 50). 

i. V50. Jesus pointed out to Nathanael that even though he believed on account 

of Jesus’ knowing him while he sat under the fig tree, that Nathanael will see 

greater things than this. 

b. As disciples continue to follow Jesus they will see heaven come to earth through him 

(v. 51). 

i. V51. Jesus truthfully assured Nathanael and the others listening that they will 

see heaven opened and God’s angels ascending and descending on the Son of 

Man. 
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4 Exegetical Outline (abbreviated) 

Exegetical Proposition: When John the Baptist began urging his disciples to follow Jesus, the 

gathering of Christ’s disciples began in earnest as they found Jesus by various pathways, but 

Jesus always “found” his disciples first and promised they would see even greater things as they 

continue to follow him. 

I. John the Baptist urges his disciples to follow Jesus, the Lamb of God (vv. 35-39). 

a. Leaving John the Baptist to follow after Jesus (vv. 35-37). 

b. Following Jesus as a disciple first means staying in his presence (vv. 38-39). 

II. Jesus’ disciples find him one way or another, but he “finds” them first (vv. 40-49). 

a. Disciple Andrew brings his brother Simon to Jesus (vv. 40-42). 

i. Simon comes to Jesus with his hope that Jesus is the Christ (vv. 40-41). 

ii. With divine authority Jesus renames Simon as Peter (v. 42). 

b. Jesus finds Philip and calls him to follow (vv. 43-44). 

c. Disciple Philip brings his friend Nathanael to Jesus (vv. 45-49). 

i. Nathanael comes to Jesus with his doubts about whether Jesus is the Christ 

(vv. 45-47). 

ii. With divine knowledge Jesus answered Nathanael’s doubts (vv. 48-49). 

III. Jesus promises his disciples greater things to come as they follow him (vv. 50-51). 

a. Although disciples begin to believe in Jesus based small evidence they see, they will 

see much more as they follow Jesus (v. 50). 

b. As disciples continue to follow Jesus they will see heaven come to earth through him 

(v. 51). 
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5 Theological Outline 

Theological Proposition: The heralds of Jesus must urge us to leave our human teachers to follow 

Christ alone, yielding to the Lamb of God who has all authority over us, knowledge about us, 

and, as we continue to follow him, the greatness of eternal life with God to give us. 

I. The Message of Following Jesus: The sacred task of Christ’s heralds is pointing people to 

Jesus and urging them to follow him alone (vv. 35-39). 

II. The Cost of Following Jesus: While every Christian has a story of finding Jesus one way 

or another, behind each Christian’s story is the story of how Jesus “finds” him/her first 

(vv. 40-49). 

III. The Reward for Following Jesus: Jesus promises his disciples they will witness him do 

greater things in the world and in their lives as they continue to follow him (vv. 50-51). 
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6 Notes & Commentary 

1. Possible OT readings. Gen 28:10-17; Ps 32:1-11 

2. Children’s Sermon. What does it take to build a church?  Here are some big Lego blocks that 

you can use to build what you think a church should look like.  Some of you are building 

walls.  Yes, our church building has walls.  And a church needs a floor and a foundation, 

otherwise the rain will just wash the building down the hill.  Ah, you are building a steeple!  

Lots of people say that a church needs a big, tall steeple with a bell in the top of the tower.  I 

see some classrooms surrounding a big room in the middle.  That’s just like our church!  

Does a church need a nursery?  Our nursery is being repaired right now, and it’s hard to have 

a church building where the little boys and girls don’t have a place to play and learn about 

Jesus, right?  You all are doing a great job building a church.  But I have a question.  

Something just doesn’t seem quite right.  Do you think something is missing when it comes 

to building these churches?  God is certainly here because he is everywhere.  And yet I just 

can’t shape the feeling that there is something very important missing when we build these 

little churches.  Are any of you here on Tuesday?  No?  Well, I’m here on Tuesdays and it 

doesn’t feel like church.  It feels like work.  It doesn’t feel like church unless you all are here.  

In fact it doesn’t really feel like church unless all of us are here.  You see, I think the most 

important thing you need to build a church is people.  But not just any kind of people.  What 

kinds of people does God need to build his church?  He needs disciples.  People who come 

and see Jesus and then follow him.  Yes, that’s right.  The one thing that God needs to build 

his church is disciples.  I pray that God will building this church with men and women, boys 

and girls, who love Jesus and follow him by being his disciples. 

3. Sermon theme: Gathering disciples. 

4. Lord’s Supper.  Jesus also has a version of “come and see” that he speaks to his disciples.  

Later on in John’s Gospel, Jesus would declare, “Come and drink” (Jn 7:37) and Come and 

dine” (Jn 21:12).  When Jesus says come, he invites his people to experience his wonderful 

grace. 

5. Here is a passage in which the nature of Jesus is progressively revealed to his fledgling 

disciples.  First, he is called the Lamb of God, emphasizing the sacrificial and substitutionary 

atonement of sin for his people.  Second, he is called the Messiah (Christ), indicating the 

anointed nature of God’s chosen one.  Third, he is the subject of Moses and the prophets, 

identifying his promised pedigree.  Fourth, he is declared the Son of God and King of Israel, 

highlighting his divine/human nature and unique relationship to God.  Fifth, he takes for 

himself the title Son of Man, which is a clear reference to the divine, visionary figure in the 

book of Daniel who will judge and rule the nations forever.  A number of prominent titles 

associated with Jesus are used in this passage: Lamb of God, Rabbi, Messiah/Christ, Son of 

God, King of Israel, and Son of Man. 

6. Note that only in the Gospel of John is the story recorded Jesus’ first disciples came from the 

disciples of John the Baptist.  Even though there is unique redemptive-historical significance 
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that cannot be repeated as Jesus Christ gathers the New Israel as the foundation of the 

renewed people of God, there is much evangelistic application here.  How do we make 

disciples?  We simply point people to Jesus and bring them to him.  We bring our family 

members and our friends.  Note also from these calling stories the nature of initiation into the 

school of Christ.  We learn about the kind of relationship Jesus wants his disciples to have 

with him.  He is the sovereign Teacher who calls his own disciples.  He is the all-knowing 

Lord who knows his disciples even before they meet him.  He is their only access to heaven 

and God because Jesus is the mediator (Jacob’s ladder) between God and man, between 

heaven and earth.  He is the one they desire to “come and see” and when they encounter him 

they remain with him.  He is the one who disciples must know more and more regarding his 

identity if we want to fully understand and follow him.  He is the one who always speaks first 

in dialogue with his followers, since as Master he is the one who initiates the relationship 

with us.  He is the one who shapes those disciples who “come and see” into those who will 

invite others to “come and see” Jesus. 

7. There is an element of mystery in these stories that remain enigmatic and unexplained.    

Why does Jesus change Simon’s name right after meeting him?  What is the significance of 

Jesus having seen Nathanael under the fig tree?  We can make educated guesses from the 

text, but we cannot be certain.  Jesus is mysterious and defies all efforts to explain him 

thoroughly. 

8. After John’s theological Prologue (Jn 1:1-18), a week of events unfold that may be compared 

to the seven days of the Creation Week.  The Orthodox Study Bible explains the parallels day 

by day.  Day 3 corresponds to John 1:35-42 when Christ begins to gather his disciples, one of 

whom is Peter who will serve as a sort of foundation for the Church.  Day 3 of Creation 

Week was the gathering of the waters and the establishment of growth on the land (Gen 1:9-

13).  Day 4 corresponds to John 1:43-51 when Christ calls Philip and Nathanael who see 

Jesus as the Light of the world, the true light that was attested in the OT, the lesser light.  Day 

4 of Creation Week was the creation of the greater and lesser lights (the sun and moon) 

governing the day and night (Gen 1:14-19). 

9. Application: The first disciples are fairly quick to ascribe glorious and divine titles to Jesus, 

but the rest of story in the Gospel of John illustrates their lack of understanding in their 

minds what their words suggest.  Isn’t this the case with disciples of Jesus today?  Sometimes 

we readily confess Jesus is Lord, he is the Son of God, the Lamb of God, our great Teacher 

and Savior of sinners.  But it usually takes much more time and experience as we follow 

Jesus as his disciples before we begin to grasp the deeper implications of living by faith in 

Jesus as the Christ.  The more time we spend getting to know Jesus, the more we will 

understand and appreciate who he really is.  It may be the case that you are first drawn to 

Jesus because of the beauty of his life, or the goodness of his teachings, but as you follow 

him you will discover he is the Son of God who is full of surprises.  In fact you should expect 

surprises from being in a discipleship relationship with a person who is Lord and God! 

10. Vv35-42. These stories of John the Baptist’s disciples leaving their teacher to follow Jesus 

instead occur before Jesus “formerly” calls his disciples (Mt 4:18-22; Mk 1:16-20; Lk 5:1-

11).  At the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, he was already attracting followers before he 
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began explicitly calling disciples to “follow me.”  This calling story in the first one: Andrew 

and Peter. 

11. V35. These two disciples of John the Baptist are not explicitly identified.  But the rest of the 

Gospel of John gives clear hints that when the author has knowledge of personal details of an 

unnamed disciple, the unnamed disciple is likely “the disciple who Jesus loved,” the author 

himself: the apostle John (Jn 13:23; 19:26; 20:2; 21:7, 20).  It was a common literary 

technique in ancient times for a writer not to give his own name (Lk 24:13; note the 

synoptics are also technically anonymous)  In the synoptic Gospels, the earliest disciples of 

Jesus are identified as Andrew, Peter, James, and John (cf. Mk 1:16-20).  They are John the 

Baptist’s disciples in the sense they have been baptized by him and look to him as their 

religious leader/teacher. 

12. V36. NET sn This section (1:35–51) is joined to the preceding by the literary expedient of repeating 

the Baptist's testimony about Jesus being the Lamb of God (1:36, cf. 1:29). This repeated testimony 
(1:36) no longer has revelatory value in itself, since it has been given before; its purpose, instead, is 
to institute a chain reaction which will bring John the Baptist's disciples to Jesus and make them 
Jesus' own disciples. 

13. V36. John the Baptist had already publicly identified Jesus as the “Lamb of God who takes 

away the sin of the world” (v. 29).  The title “Lamb of God” only appears in the Bible here 

and in v. 29.  It is possible that John the Baptist imagined the “warrior-lamb” some of 

apocalyptic Jewish texts and later echoed in Revelation (Rev 5:6-13; 7:17; 13:8; 17:14; 19:7, 

9; 21:22-23; 22:1-3).  The warrior-lamb would come in fierce judgment against unrepentant 

sinners (cf. Mt 3:12).  However, the apostle John as author of this Gospel would have 

possessed a greater understanding of Jesus’ role, not only as the warrior-lamb, but also as the 

sacrificial, substitutionary lamb who atones for the sins of the world by his death on the 

cross.  This fuller picture is also earlier attested, in this case in the OT (Isa 53:7, 10; Lev 1:1-

5:19; 1 Cor 5:7; Eph 5:2; Heb 10:1-14).  The Lamb of God accomplishes final salvation for 

God’s people by his sacrificial death on the cross.  This substitute death as a sacrifice that 

atones for sin redeems them from death, sin, and bondage to Satan (Col 1:13-14; Heb 2:14-

15; cf. Gen 22:8; Lev 14:25; 16:15-22).  He is the dying servant in Isaiah whose sacrificial 

death atones like a lamb sacrifice.  His death is a guilt offering (Isa 53:10) that takes the 

punishment on behalf of guilty sinners to deal with their sin problem before God.  The 

Lamb’s death brings eternal peace, healing, and cleansing.  He is the Passover Lamb of God, 

which was a substitutionary sacrifice which averted the judgment of God on the night the 

Angel of Death visited Egypt on the night of the Exodus—Redemption from Slavery Day! 

14. V37. NET sn The expression followed Jesus pictures discipleship, which means that to learn from 

Jesus is to follow him as the guiding priority of one's life. 

15. V37. Why did Andrew and the other disciple leave John the Baptist as their teacher and 

follow Jesus instead?  That is exactly what John the Baptist wanted them to do.  Such a 

referral was remarkable for the time since ancient schools of teachers could be competitive.  

It was rare for a teach to be so impressed with another teacher as to send their own disciples 

to him.  But that is what John did eagerly.  John the Baptist confessed he himself is not the 

light of the world, not the Lamb of God, not Elijah nor the Prophet, but the voice who calls in 

the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord.  John gladly admitted that he is not worthy to 
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even untie Jesus’ sandal, and that Jesus must increase while John the Baptist must decrease 

(Jn 1:1-34; 3:30).  It is true these people physically followed Jesus.  They walked where he 

walked and stayed where he stayed.  But more is in view here.  Following Jesus means 

becoming his disciple.  The rest of the Gospel of John will describe the deeper meaning of 

following Jesus (Jn 13:36-38; 21:15-22). 

16. V38. “Rabbi” (meaning Teacher) is one of seven Hebrew/Aramaic terms that John translates 

for his readers.  The title Rabbi appears 15 times in the Greek text of the NT, always referring 

to Jesus, except one time when Jesus discusses the title itself (Mt 23:7-10).  Perhaps these are 

clues of John writing for primarily a Jewish audience, but with sensitivity toward the 

comprehension of Gentile readers.  By asking “where are you staying?” the disciples ask in a 

polite, indirect way if they can visit with Jesus. But first Jesus asked them, “What are you 

seeking?” which directed them to state their purpose and goals in following him.  If they 

were seeking a political revolutionary or a mere human Bible teacher, then they should look 

to the Zealots or the Pharisees. 

17. V38. Quotation: “The question Christ put to them is what we should all put to ourselves 

when we begin to follow Christ: ‘What seek ye?’ What do we design and desire?  Do we seek 

a teacher, ruler, and reconciler?  In following Christ, do we seek the favour of God and 

eternal life?” ~ Matthew Henry 

18. V38. Application: Jesus asked (challenged) his followers to be clear on the reason they were 

following.  It is not enough to merely follow Jesus, as if, for example, obeying his moral 

teachings is enough to be a legitimate follower of Christ.  To follow Jesus for our own 

purposes is just another way of staying in control of the Lord-servant relationship.  That is 

the same as asking Jesus to follow us, to recruit him to align with our goals, causes, and 

hopes!  That is a counterfeit of Christian discipleship.  When Jesus asked his followers, 

“What do you seek?” he forced them to examine their own motives for following him.  

Question: are you seeking the glory of Christ or yourself in following Jesus? 

19. V39. NET sn About four o'clock in the afternoon. What system of time reckoning is the author 

using? B. F. Westcott thought John, unlike the synoptic gospels, was using Roman time, which 
started at midnight (St. John, 282). This would make the time 10 a.m., which would fit here. But later 
in the Gospel's Passover account (John 19:42, where the sixth hour is on the "eve of the Passover") it 
seems clear the author had to be using Jewish reckoning, which began at 6 a.m. This would make 
the time here in 1:39 to be 4 p.m. This may be significant: If the hour was late, Andrew and the 
unnamed disciple probably spent the night in the same house where Jesus was staying, and the 
events of 1:41–42 took place on the next day. The evidence for Westcott's view, that the Gospel is 
using Roman time, is very slim. The Roman reckoning which started at midnight was only used by 
authorities as legal time (for contracts, official documents, etc.). Otherwise, the Romans too reckoned 
time from 6 a.m. (e.g., Roman sundials are marked VI, not XII, for noon). 

20. V39. Jesus replies to the indirect request of “where are you staying?” with an indirect 

invitation to stay with him.  The author knows the timing (about 4:00 pm, or 10:00 am if 

reckoning time on the Roman clock) of this life-changing encounter between two unnamed 

disciples and Jesus.  He remembers the exact time because that day changed his life!  Likely 

one of those disciples is the author: the apostle John.  It makes sense that mentioning the 

precise time of day, a detail indelibly impressed on the disciple’s memory, would be included 

by the author John if he is unnamed.  He would know of course.  Four o’clock might be too 
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late to walk home if they lived far away, so Jesus is acting the good host.  Surely they talked 

that night over a meal, learning who Jesus is and listening to his teaching. 

21. V39. Quotation: “He invites them to come to his lodgings: the nearer we approach to Christ, 

the more we see of his beauty.  Deceivers maintain their interest in their followers by keeping 

them at a distance, but that which Christ desired to recommend him to the esteem and 

affections of his followers was that they would come and see.  He invites them to come 

immediately and without delay.  There is never a better time.  It is best taking people when 

they are in a good mind; strike while the iron is hot.  It is wisdom to embrace the present 

opportunities: Now is the accepted time.” ~ Matthew Henry 

22. V39. Quotation: “But from this circumstance we infer that those disciples were so eagerly 

desirous to hear Christ, and to gain a more intimate knowledge of him, that they gave 

themselves no concern about a night’s lodging. On the contrary, we are, for the most part, 

very unlike them, for we incessantly delay, because it is not convenient for us to follow 

Christ.” ~ John Calvin, Commentary on John 

23. V40. One of the two disciples of John the Baptist who left at his direction to follow Jesus 

was Andrew.  The other was possibly, even likely, John the son of Zebedee, who is better 

known as the apostle John, the author of the Gospel of John. 

24. V41. NET sn Naturally part of Andrew's concept of the Messiah would have been learned from John 

the Baptist (v. 40). However, there were a number of different messianic expectations in 1st century 
Palestine (see the note on "Who are you?" in v. 19), and it would be wrong to assume that what 
Andrew meant here is the same thing the author means in the purpose statement at the end of the 
Fourth Gospel, 20:31. The issue here is not whether the disciples' initial faith in Jesus as Messiah 
was genuine or not, but whether their concept of who Jesus was grew and developed progressively 
as they spent time following him, until finally after his resurrection it is affirmed in the climactic 
statement of John's Gospel, the affirmation of Thomas in 20:28. 

25. V41. It seems Andrew grasped almost immediately the significance of his meeting Jesus, 

recognizing him as the Messiah/Christ, because it says Andrew “first found” his brother 

Simon to tell him about Jesus.  Andrew is the first person recorded in the Bible as a person-

to-person and brother-to-brother private evangelist.  Peter would respond with fraternal 

loyalty, but also because this was a joyful and serious message for a people who eagerly 

looked for the Messiah’s appearance.  And it wasn’t the last time Andrew showed eagerness 

to introduce others to Jesus.  Every time we meet Andrew in the Gospel of John he is 

bringing someone to Jesus (Jn 6:8-9; 12:22).  This is the most common and effective 

Christian testimony that a person can engage in.  It is not always easy, and sometimes is 

relationally risky, to witness to one’s friends and family, but relational trust and capital are 

greatest with those who we know well.  In this sense it is natural to tell our loved ones about 

Jesus.  What did Andrew say about Jesus?  That he is the anointed one of God (the 

Messiah/Christ).  In the NT and early Judaism, the term Messiah encompasses all the many 

OT expectations about the coming “anointed one” who would lead, teach, and save God’s 

people.  The Messiah was especially identified with the son of David, the great King and 

Savior promised in the OT (2 Sam 7:5-16; Ps 110:1-4; Isa 9:6-7). 
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26. V41. Some might consider this early testimony of faith by the first disciples that Jesus is the 

Christ as a contradiction when compared to the synoptic account of the progressive 

understanding of Jesus’ identity, culminating in Peter’s confession of faith at Caesarea 

Phillipi: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God!” (Mt 16:13-16; Mk 8:27-29)  But 

there is no good reason to conclude these are contradictory.  At this early stage in the 

disciples’ blossoming knowledge of who Jesus is, their concept of Jesus’ messiahship would 

have been rudimentary at best.  The more time they would spend following Jesus, the more 

they would grow in their belief in Jesus as the particular kind of messiah he came to be. 

27. V42. NET sn This is a parenthetical note by the author. The change of name from Simon to Cephas 

is indicative of the future role he will play. Only John among the gospel writers gives the Greek 
transliteration (Khfa/j, KeÒphas) of Simon's new name, Qéphâ (which is Galilean Aramaic). Neither 

Pe,troj (Petros) in Greek nor Qéphâ in Aramaic is a normal proper name; it is more like a nickname. 

28. V42. Andrew is consistently portrayed in the Gospel of John as one who brings people to 

Jesus.  Simple relational evangelism is his preferred method of getting people to encounter 

Jesus.  Here he brings his brother Simon.  Andrew also brought the boy with loaves and 

fishes (Jn 6:8), and he brought the Greeks who wanted to see Jesus (Jn 12:20-21). 

29. V42. After looking at him closely (we might say “after sizing him up”), Jesus renames Simon 

as Cephas (in Aramaic, meaning “rock”; cf. Mt 16:16-18).  In Bible times God frequently 

changes a person’s name to indicate his/her special calling and to “take possession” of that 

person for a new role/mission given by God.  For example, Abram/Abraham, Sarai/Sarah, 

Jacob/Israel (Gen 17:5, 15; 32:28).  Peter would be Simon’s new name in Greek.  Neither 

“Cephas” (Aramaic) or “Petros” (Greek) are usual names; therefore “rock” is likely 

something of a nickname such as “Rocky” that points to a feature of a person’s character.   

Note that Jesus will change this impulsive and unstable man, who would eventually deny 

Jesus (Jn 18:17; 18:25), into a pillar of the early church.  Jesus starts this process with a name 

change indicating he will start right now to change Peter’s character—in prophet-like 

fashion.  In the Gospels, Peter is not so much a rock—in fact he is known for his failings as a 

disciple (Jn 18:15-18, 25-27).  But in Acts as one filled with the Holy Spirit he quickly 

becomes a rock.  How can Jesus do this?  We can at least say he knows people thoroughly, 

and by his sovereign power he always makes them what they are called to be.  Essentially 

Jesus renamed Simon as Peter not because of what he was but for what he would become. 

30. V42. Application: When you come and see Jesus he will surprise you.  He will change your 

identity. No longer are you defined by your adopted self-identity (chosen or received). 

Scientist, good person, self-sufficient, gay, race, know-enough, etc.  Now you are a Christian, 

a disciple of Jesus, a child of God, a servant of the Lord.  Peter was nothing like a rock, but 

Jesus changed his identity as the first step to changing his character.  Jesus does the same for 

every Christian. 

31. Vv43-51.  The second calling story (this time directly by Jesus): Philip and Nathanael.  In 

general Jesus’ own people did not receive him but rejected him.  As a whole, the nation of 

Israel spurned their Messiah.  But there were exceptions.  Some did, including these early 

disciples. 
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32. V43. Galilee, ruled in the NT era by Herod the Great, then Herod’s son Herod Antipas, then 

Antipas’ nephew Agrippa I.  Galilee was the northernmost region associated with Israel 

where Jewish people resided in the holy land.  It was the region west of the Jordan river (the 

Transjordan territory) and the Sea of Galilee, and north of Samaria.  But it was sometimes 

considered pseudo-Gentile territory because of its diverse population.  Since the eighth 

century BC, Galilee had a larger percentage of Gentiles compared to Judea. (cf. Lk 1:79; 

2:32).  Jesus was from Nazareth in Galilee, a small and unimportant town about 70 miles 

north of Jerusalem. 

33. V43.  Why did Jesus decide to leave for Galilee and conduct the lion’s share of his public 

ministry in this spiritually dark place instead of south in Judea near the temple in Jerusalem?  

There are probably several good reasons.  First, the light of the world would shine brightest 

in the darkness.  In a region like Judea and a city like Jerusalem, full of Pharisaical religion, 

self-satisfied priests, and religious privilege, Jesus’ ministry was rejected more often than not.  

The light of the world was prophesied to be a light to the Gentiles and a shepherd to the lost 

sheep of the house of Israel (Isa 42:6; Mt 15:24).  These predictions better fit the spiritual 

condition of the people of Galilee than Judea and Jerusalem.  Second, Jesus would enjoy 

comparative freedom further away to the north in Galilee from the priestly and pharisaical 

prejudices to the south in Judea.  The spiritual climate of Galilee would provide him time to 

establish his public ministry and fulfill his commission to preach the gospel to the many 

scattered villages of Israel. 

34. V43. Jesus showed he was more radical than most rabbis who would expect would-be 

disciples to ask whether they might follow the teacher.  Jesus is different, exercising authority 

in calling disciples to follow him, carefully selecting his band of disciples who would 

become part of the Twelve.  Being a disciple of Jesus is therefore a radical commitment 

because it is not merely a choice to sign up but a response to an authoritative summons to 

follow Jesus.  What does following Jesus mean in times after Jesus ascended to heaven?  To 

commit ourselves to his service and to put his teachings into practice in our lives and in the 

life of his Church. 

35. V44. NET sn Although the author thought of the town as in Galilee (12:21), Bethsaida technically 

was in Gaulanitis (Philip the Tetrarch's territory) across from Herod's Galilee. There may have been 
two places called Bethsaida, or this may merely reflect popular imprecision - locally it was considered 
part of Galilee, even though it was just east of the Jordan river. This territory was heavily Gentile 
(which may explain why Andrew and Philip both have Gentile names). 

36. V44. Philip, Nathanael, Andrew, and Peter were from the fishing town of Bethsaida (“house 

of fishing”) on the northeastern side of the Sea of Galilee (the Lake of Tiberius).  Later Peter 

and Andrew moved to Capernaum, a village west of Bethsaida (Mk 1:21, 29).  Bethsaida was 

less Jewish than the western side of Galilee.  This town was just northeast of where the 

Jordan river flows into the Sea of Galilee from the north.  Archaeological excavations 

suggest Bethsaida was closer to the shore of the Sea of Galilee than today.  Philip the tetrarch 

later rebuild the ruins of Bethsaida and renamed it Julias, in homage to Julia the daughter of 

Caesar Augustus.  Note the Gospels only use the name Bethsaida, not Julias, indicating the 

name the local used and giving evidence of the Gospels being written early from authentic 

memories about Jesus.  In Christ’s estimation Bethsaida was a unbelieving place (Mt 11:21), 
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but even there God has reserved a remnant chosen according to his grace, and Jesus would 

seek out his people from there. 

37. V45. NET sn Nathanael is traditionally identified with Bartholomew (although John never describes 

him as such). He appears here after Philip, while in all lists of the twelve except in Acts 1:13, 
Bartholomew follows Philip. Also, the Aramaic Bar-tolmai means "son of Tolmai," the surname; the 
man almost certainly had another name. 

38. V45. Philip “told” Nathanael (also mentioned in John 21:2) about Jesus.  In other words, he 

bore witness about Jesus to his friend.  Nathanael (at least the name) only appears in the 

Gospel of John (here and Jn 21:2).  It may be the personal name for the apostle Bartholemew 

(Bar-Tholomaios, “son of Tholomaios”) who is paired with Philip in all synoptic lists of the 

apostles (Mt 10:3; Mk 3:18; Lk 6:14).  Their names indicate a mixing of cultures in 

Galilee—Philip is a Greek name and Nathanael is a Hebrew name—where Jesus’ message 

addressed both audiences.  For example, when Greeks wanted to approach Jesus in 

Jerusalem, came to Philip (Jn 12:20-22).  Simply telling people, especially our friends and 

family, about Jesus is the foundational principle of Christian expansion.  Personal 

conversation about Jesus, bringing people to come and see Jesus, is the primary way the 

kingdom of God spreads.  From one person to the next.  When we bear witness of Jesus to 

others, and then they become disciples, the process is supposed to repeat itself.  Now the new 

disciples bear witness of Jesus to their own friends and family.  One of the ways Christians 

can bear witness of Jesus is by pointing out that he fulfills the OT law and prophets. This is 

what Philip did (which is the typical method the apostles proclaimed Christ especially to 

Jewish people): claim Jesus fulfilled the OT (cf. Jn 5:39; Lk 24:25-27, 44-47).  The Law and 

the Prophets is a synecdoche for the entire OT (Mt 5:17; 7:12).  Philip probably had in mind 

specific biblical passages from Moses and the Prophets (Dt 18:15-18; Isa 9:6-7; 1:1-5; cf. 

Acts 3:22).  Note the earliest disciples, without the extended ministry of Jesus to learn from 

and the NT Scriptures, could not have identified Jesus as the promised Messiah without 

deducing it from the OT.  They used the OT to witness of Christ to Jews (Acts 2:29-32; 3:18, 

21, 24; 7:52-53; 8:30-35; 26:22-23; 28:23)  Philip identifies Jesus as the one from Nazareth 

and son of Joseph (his official Hebrew name).  Such a reference is not a denial of Jesus’ 

virgin birth (Mt 1:18, 20, 23, 25; Lk 1:35).  Other Bible passages explain that Jesus was the 

legal and adopted son of Joseph (Lk 2:52; Jn 6:42) but not his natural, biological son because 

Jesus was supernaturally conceived by the Holy Spirit in the virgin Mary’s womb (Mt 1:18-

25; Lk 1:26-38; 2:1-7). 

39. V46. Even a fellow Galilean like Nathanael (from Cana; cf. Jn 21:2) said, “can anything 

good come from Nazareth?!”  Apparently Nazareth, a place southwest of the Sea of Galilee, 

was even despised as a small nothing-place, mountain village (a fraction of the size of the 

modern Arab Christian city) by Jewish nobodies living in Galilee (Mt 2:19-23).  Jesus’ 

hometown was considered hillbilly country!  Perhaps one reason Nazareth was despised by 

Jews was the presence of a Roman garrison in the village.  Since another reason may be its 

faithlessness, for the gospels record how Jesus’ hometown rejected his messianic claims (Lk 

4:14-30).  We know that Galilee had seen its share of recent messianic imposters, so perhaps 

Nathanael was sick of the hype and disappointment (Josephus, Ant. 20.5; Acts 5:36-37).   

There are no references to Nazareth in the OT or extant Jewish literature of the period.  In 

Jesus’ day it probably had a population of about 2000, but maybe less than 500; that’s how 
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insignificant a village it was.  Great people were expected to come from famous places such 

as Jerusalem, not small petty villages (Mt 13:53-58).  Galilee was a viewed as an unlikely 

place from where a prophet might arise because of its impoverished worship compared to 

regions south where more “pureblood and orthodox” Jews resided (Jn 7:52).  Although Jesus 

was born in Bethlehem, it was not his hometown or the place he grew up.  Thus he was 

known as Jesus of Nazareth or Jesus the Nazarene (Mk 16:6) because it comports with the 

Gospel’s portrayal of Jesus’ humility.  On the lips of Jesus and his disciples, the term 

“Nazarene” had a friendly connotation (Acts 2:22; 3:6; 10:38; 22:8), but it remained a term 

of derision used by Jesus’ enemies (Mt 26:71; Mk 14:67).  “Jesus the Bethlehemite” would 

have carried clear Davidic royal overtones (Mic 5:2).  Even so, John’s readers know the place 

Jesus ultimately comes from—heaven (Jn 1:10; 3:13, 31)! 

40. V46. Quotation: “Many people are kept from the ways of religion by the unreasonable 

prejudices they have conceived against religion, upon the account of some foreign 

circumstances which do not at all touch the merits of the case” ~ Matthew Henry 

41. V46. Quotation: “This holy man [Nathanael] was not far from shutting out against himself all 

approach to Christ. Why was this? Because he rashly believes what Philip spoke incorrectly 

about Christ; and next, because his mind was under the influence of a preconceived opinion 

that no good thing could come out of Nazareth. If then we are not carefully on our guard, we 

shall be liable to the same danger; and Satan labors every day, by similar obstacles, to hinder 

us from coming to Christ; for he has the dexterity to spread many falsehoods, the tendency of 

which is to excite our hatred or suspicion against the Gospel, that we may not venture to taste 

it. And next, he ceases not to try another method, namely, to make us look on Christ with 

contempt; for we see how many there are who take offense at the degradation of the cross, 

which appears both in Christ the head and in his members.” ~ John Calvin, Commentary on 

John 

42. V46. Application: Notice that Nathanael had expressed some prejudice toward the idea that 

Jesus of Nazareth could be the Messiah.  Philip could have stopped there, assuming his friend 

is not interested and would not be a good “seeker” candidate.  Or he could have launched into 

an apologetic argument.  But instead Philip took a simple step of faith.  He persisted and 

invited his friend to just “come and see” Jesus.  To meet Jesus and decide for yourself.  To 

spend some time with Jesus and discover who he really is.  There is an evangelism lesson 

here for us.  Don’t let people’s stereotypes about Jesus Christ discourage you from inviting 

them to experience his power and love.  Don’t be afraid of rejection.  Invite them to “come 

and see” who Jesus really is!  What does that mean for us today when Jesus is not walking 

around with us?  Invite your friend to go with you to spend time with other Christians during 

a time Jesus will be the topic of conversation.  That could be a church worship service, a 

small group fellowship or Bible study, even a discussion specifically designed to foster 

conversation about who Jesus is according to the Bible.  You might invite your curious but 

perhaps skeptical friend to read one of the Gospels with you, committing to meet casually but 

regularly to read and discuss what you read about Jesus.  Whatever form your invitation 

takes, don’t be afraid.  Jesus is worth talking about because of his astounding claims and 

deeds.  Many people realize this, so they are more interested than you might think to talk 

about Jesus with others.  Remember this simple form of relational evangelism is the normal 

means God uses to draw his chosen ones into his presence that they might “come and see” 
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Jesus.  Put a different way, God loves to bless those who say “come and see” and those who 

follow them to be introduced to Jesus. 

43. V47. Jesus declared Nathanael as Israelite unlike their patriarchal ancestor Jacob.  Jacob was 

infamous for being a deceiver with duplicitous motives, the one who came with deceive and 

guile to take away his older brother’s blessing (Gen 27:35-36; 28:12ff; 32:28).  Apparently 

Nathanael the descendant was different than Israel his ancestor—one who examined the 

claims of Jesus for himself and with an open mind—a righteous one (Ps 32:2).  After all, he 

was skeptical of Philip testimony but he agreed to meet Jesus to check out his friend’s report 

for himself. 

44. V47. Quotation: “It is not on Nathanael’s own account that Christ bestows on him this 

commendation, but under his person he holds out a general doctrine. For, since many who 

boast of being believers are very far from being actually believers, it is of great importance 

that some mark should be found for distinguishing the true and genuine from the false. We 

know how haughtily the Jews gloried in their father Abraham, and how presumptuously they 

boasted of the holiness of their descent; and yet there was scarcely one in a hundred among 

them who was not utterly degenerate and alienated from the faith of the Fathers. For this 

reason, Christ, in order to tear the mask from hypocrites, gives a short definition of a true 

Israelite, and, at the same time, removes the offense which would afterwards arise from the 

wicked obstinacy of the nation. For those who wished to be accounted the children of 

Abraham, and the holy people of God, were shortly afterwards to become the deadly enemies 

of the Gospel. That none may be discouraged or alarmed by the impiety which was generally 

found in almost all ranks, he gives a timely warning, that of those by whom the name of 

Israelites is assumed there are few who are true Israelites.  Again, as this passage contains a 

definition of Christianity, we must not pass by it slightly. To sum up the meaning of Christ in 

a few words, it ought to be observed that deceit is contrasted with uprightness and sincerity; 

so that he calls those persons sly and deceitful who are called in other parts of Scripture 

double in heart, (Ps 12:2). Nor is it only that gross hypocrisy by which those who are 

conscious of their wickedness pretend to be good men, but likewise another inward 

hypocrisy, when men are so blinded by their vices that they not only deceive others but 

themselves. So then it is integrity of heart before God, and uprightness before men, that 

makes a Christian; but Christ points out chiefly that kind of deceit which is mentioned in Ps 

32:2.” ~ John Calvin, Commentary on John 

45. V47. Quotation: “’Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile.’ What is ‘in whom is no 

guile?’…When a man conceals one thing in his heart, and speaks another, it is guile, and he 

has, as it were, two hearts; he has, as it were, one recess of his heart where he sees the truth, 

and another recess where he conceives falsehood.” ~ St. Augustine, In Joannis Ev Tractatus 7 

– John 1:34-51 

46. V48. NET sn Many have speculated about what Nathanael was doing under the fig tree. Meditating 

on the Messiah who was to come? A good possibility, since the fig tree was used as shade for 
teaching or studying by the later rabbis (Ecclesiastes Rabbah 5:11). Also, the fig tree was symbolic 
for messianic peace and plenty (Mic 4:4, Zech 3:10.) 

47. Vv48-49.  What happens here between Jesus and Nathanael is wonderful.  Jesus captures his 

attention by knowing his character (an Israelite without any deceit).  Then Jesus captures his 
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worship by demonstrating supernatural knowledge of Nathanael’s previous actions.  When 

Nathanael witnessed this miracle, he took a reasoned step of faith comporting with the 

evidence Jesus gave by confessing Jesus as the Son of God—the king of Israel. 

48. Vv48-49. Application: Don’t miss the significant circumstances of Nathanael’s conversion to 

Jesus.  Just beforehand he had been sitting under the fig tree, presumably quietly reading, 

studying, meditating, and praying.  God had been previously at work in Nathanael’s heart to 

prepare him to meet Jesus.  That is the best explanation for how a skeptic was converted to 

Christ so quickly.  Seeking God through prayer and thoughtful Bible reading is the work we 

can do to prepare our hearts for encountering Jesus.  God doesn’t need you to prepare your 

heart before he will call you to follow him on the life adventure of Christian discipleship, but 

remember Jesus said: “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it 

will be opened to you.  For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to 

the one who knocks it will be opened” (Mt 7:7-8). 

49. V48. What was Nathanael doing under the fig tree?  We aren’t told for certain, but perhaps he 

was meditating and praying in the shade.  The shade of a fig tree was a favorite place to 

escape the hot and sunny weather for a time of study and prayer (1 Kgs 4:25; Mic 4:4; Zech 

3:10).  Whatever he was doing there, presumably acting like a genuine and ideal Israelite, the 

point is that Jesus is displaying supernatural knowledge of him, thus providing evidential 

reason to believe his claim to messianic identity (Jn 2:4; 4:17-18; 6:70; 9:3; 11:4, 11; 13:10-

11, 38).  Verse 49 indicates Jesus’ knowledge of Nathanael was understood as a divine 

revelation of knowledge.  God knows our inmost thoughts and we cannot hide from him (Ps 

139). 

50. V48. Doctrine & Quotation: “We ought also to gather from this passage a useful doctrine, 

that when we are not thinking of Christ, we are observed by him; and it is necessary that it 

should be so, that he may bring us back, when we have wandered from the right path.” ~ 

John Calvin, Commentary on John 

51. V48. Quotation: “And He did not merely show to him [Nathanael] His foreknowledge, but 

instructed him also in another way. For He brought him to a recollection of what they then 

had said; as, ‘Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth?’ And it was most especially on 

this account that Nathanael received Him, because when he had uttered these words, He did 

not condemn, but praised and approved him. Therefore he was assured that this was indeed 

the Christ, both from His foreknowledge, and from His having exactly searched out his 

sentiments, which was the act of One who would show that He knew what was in his mind; 

and besides, from His not having blamed, but rather praised him when he had seemed to 

speak against Himself. He said then, that Philip had “called” him; but what Philip had said to 

him or he to Philip, He omitted, leaving it to his own conscience, and not desiring farther to 

rebuke him.” ~ John Chrysostom, Homilies on the Gospel of St. John – Homily 20 

52. V49. NET sn Nathanael's confession - You are the Son of God; you are the King of Israel - is best 

understood as a confession of Jesus' messiahship. It has strong allusions to Ps 2:6–7, a well-known 
messianic psalm. What Nathanael's exact understanding was at this point is hard to determine, but 
"son of God" was a designation for the Davidic king in the OT, and Nathanael parallels it with King of 
Israel here. 
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53. V49. Rabbi means “teacher” in Aramaic.  As honorable a title as Rabbi, the title “Son of 

God” is a completely different category of honor bestowed on Jesus.  Nathanael had come 

with Philip to verify himself whether he could believe the report that Jesus is the Messiah.  

He came to Jesus looking for a reason to believe or disbelieve, and he found Jesus’ amazing 

prophetic powers (foreknowledge of him) convincing.  Even though Nathanael was surprised 

by Jesus (he is from Nazareth!), he set aside his preconceived notions about God and the 

Messiah when he met Jesus.  Why?  Because Jesus won him over with evidence.  Probably 

what Nathanael means by calling Jesus the “Son of God” is clarified in the second clause: 

“the king of Israel.”  This is the logic.  The OT presents Israel as God’s son (Ex 4:22-23; Dt 

1:31; 32:6; Jer 31:9, 20; Hos 11:1).  The NT presents Jesus as the true Israel and thus God’s 

true Son (Jn 12:13; 19:19; Rev 17:14; 19:16).  Also the OT presents the Davidic king as 

God’s son in a special and unique representative sense (2 Sam 7:14; Pss 2:7; 89:27; Zeph 

3:15).  The NT presents Jesus as the ultimate king in David’s royal line (Mt 1:2-17).  Hence 

Jesus as the “Son of God” is the “king of Israel.”  The two terms (Son of God and King of 

Israel) are also found together elsewhere (Mt 27:42-43).  Sometimes the terms Christ and 

King of Israel are equated (Mk 15:32).  But at this early stage of Jesus’ ministry, none of the 

disciples understood what this meant for Jesus.  They expected these titles to point to a 

political liberator (Jn 12:13).  But Jesus taught and demonstrated that although he is the 

promised king of Israel and the Son of God, his kingdom is not of this world (Jn 18:36).  At 

the beginning of John’s Gospel Nathanael sincerely acknowledges Jesus as the Son of God; 

at the end of Jesus’ ministry the title was used of him in mockery (Mt 27:40; Jn 19:7). 

54. V50-51. Quotation: “Did you notice the last thing Jesus says to Nathanael?  He says, ‘You 

believe because of that?  I tell you the truth, you shall see angels of God ascending and 

descending on the Son of Man.’  See, when you first come to Jesus you think, I’m probably 

not going to get answers to the big questions, but maybe he’ll help me be a better person; 

maybe he’ll deal with my loneliness or some other problem.  You always come to Jesus 

hedging your bets, staying guarded as to whether you’ll get your needs met.  But when you 

actually find him, he’ll always be far more than you ever imagined him to be…You can 

almost hear Jesus laugh as he responds to Nathanael.  He says, in effect, ‘Oh my!  You think 

I’m the Messiah.  You probably think I’m going to get on a horse and thrown down the 

Roman oppressors.  But I’m going to show you far greater things than that.  Doing that 

would not change the whole human condition, defeat evil and death, and renew the world.  I 

tell you, I am the axis mundi.  I have punched a hole in the slab between Heaven and Earth.  

Through my incarnation, as a human being, and through my death on the cross, which you 

haven’t even seen yet, I can bring you right into the presence of God.’” ~ Tim Keller, 

Encounters with Jesus, 18-20. 

55. V50. NET sn What are the greater things Jesus had in mind? In the narrative this forms an excellent 

foreshadowing of the miraculous signs which began at Cana of Galilee. 

56. V50. Jesus replies to Nathanael’s confession of faith in him with a promise that, as a reward 

for his faith, greater things (miracles and proofs) would later be revealed to him.  What are 

these greater things Jesus’ disciples will see the longer they follow him?  As is so often the 

case in the Gospels, the answer is not hidden.  Just keep reading!  The next story, John 2, is 

the first miracle Jesus performs, this one at the wedding at Cana.  (What a wonderfully 

generous gesture of Jesus to do his first miracle in the hometown of his newest disciple 
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Nathanael!)  And still the disciples will see greater things as they witness miracle after 

miracle culminating in his death, resurrection, and exaltation to heaven.  The reason Jesus 

tells them in advance that they will see greater things is that these things have a purpose in 

his ministry plan.  They function as signs that authenticate the message that God has 

appointed Jesus as the Messiah.  Moreover, the apostles themselves will see greater things as 

a result of the Holy Spirit’s work through their own ministry once Jesus sends the Spirit to 

them (cf. Jn 5:20; 14:12). 

57. V50. Quotation: “Those who truly believe the gospel will find its evidences grow upon them.  

Whatever discoveries Christ is pleased to make of himself here in this world, he hath still 

greater things than these to make known to them.” ~ Matthew Henry 

58. V50. Quotation: “At once Nathanael, who now has experienced Jesus for himself, addresses 

him with a litany of titles: ‘Rabbi!...Son of God…King of Israel’…Together these three 

names complete the portrait of John that has been building throughout this chapter.  

Nathanael is the perfect Israelite, the man in whom God finds favor, the man who recognizes 

the things of God instinctively and immediately.  It is such a man who recognizes the true 

identity of Jesus…Nathanael is as unlike the old Jacob-deceit as he is like the ideal Israel that 

God envisions.” ~ Gary Burge, John, NIVAC, 78 

59. V51. NET sn The title Son of Man appears 13 times in John's Gospel. It is associated especially 

with the themes of crucifixion (3:14; 8:28), revelation (6:27; 6:53), and eschatological authority (5:27; 
9:35). The title as used in John's Gospel has for its background the son of man figure who appears in 
Dan 7:13–14 and is granted universal regal authority. Thus for the author, the emphasis in this title is 
not on Jesus' humanity, but on his heavenly origin and divine authority. 

60. V51. But verse 51 is perhaps most instructive regarding these “greater things” the disciples 

will see.  In one sense it is a preview of the rest of John’s Gospel.  Their spiritual vision will 

be developed and sharpened so they will understand heavenly truths as the man come from 

heaven reveals himself to them.  For disciples, heaven is now reopen and re-accessible for 

communication between God and people since Jesus is the representative/mediator Son of 

Man. “Truly, truly, I say to you” is an expression of solemn affirmation drawing attention to 

the authority and importance of what Jesus is about to say (appears only in the Gospel of 

John, but frequently: 25 times).  An allusion to Jacob’s Ladder (Gen 28:10-22; esp. v. 12) 

which makes Jesus’ reference to Jacob more explicit while talking with Nathanael.  In 

Jacob’s dream he had a vision of a stairway between heaven and earth on which angels were 

ascending and descending.  What Jesus says here is absolutely astounding!  After having 

contrasted honest Nathanael with deceitful Jacob, Jesus builds on the reminder of Jacob by 

claiming the bridge from heaven to earth in Jacob’s dream is actually Jesus himself.  Jesus 

basically says he himself is the true, final, and ultimate connection between heaven and earth.  

He is the reality to which the stairway pointed, for no one comes to the Father except through 

his Son (Jn 14:6; cf. Heb 10:19-20).  Jacob had named the place Bethel where he dreamed 

the vision (which means “house of God”) because God had revealed himself to Jacob at that 

place.  But now, as Jesus addresses his group of followers, he claims God is now revealing 

himself to his people, not at Bethel, but through Jesus who is the new and true Bethel.  What 

was for Jacob a dream, will be visible reality for Jesus’ disciples!  Wherever Jesus is, that is 

the place where “Bethel” (i.e., the house of God) will be revealed.  The significance of the 

symbolism bears on our salvation.  Not only did Jesus’ disciples witness his ascension to 
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heaven in the presence of angels from heaven, but also the relational bridge between heaven 

and earth was broken by the sin of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden.  They were 

banished from God’s presence, severing the God and human relationship.  Jesus Christ is the 

one who reestablishes that relationship.  Jesus says this by referring to himself with the title 

“Son of Man”, which is a key self-designation in the Gospels, used by Jesus of himself over 

80 times in the Gospels (especially in John 3:13; 5:26-27; 6:62; 8:26-27; 12:32-34; cf. Mk 

14:62).  “Son of Man” is an OT prophetic reference to one who is somehow both a man and 

yet an anointed one.  In Ezekiel the Lord refers numerous times to the prophet as “son of 

man,” emphasizing his status as a mere moral, a humble earthly figure.  But in Daniel 7:13-

14, “one like a son of man” rides the clouds into God’s presence and is given all authority 

over the world’s kingdoms (Mt 26:64; Mk 8:31).  Thus the title “Son of Man” is particularly 

suited to convey Jesus’ identity in a veiled manner: one who is both human and divine, the 

Messiah/Christ who is the Son of God.  He is a man with a heavenly origin who ushers in the 

kingdom of God.  Jesus is the ladder that unites heaven to earth.  Therefore he is the Son of 

Man.  Whereas Jacob had said of Bethel, “How awesome is this place!” disciples of Jesus 

ought to say “How awesome is this person!” 

61. Conclusion re: conversion. God has various means of converting people to faith in Christ.  

Several of those methods are on display in this passage.  Andrew and the apostle John trusted 

Christ through the preaching of John the Baptist.  Peter came to believe in Christ through the 

compassionate personal witness of a family member (his brother).  Philip was personally and 

directly called by Jesus himself.  Nathanael started on the road to conversion through the 

personal witness of a friend (Philip).  Each man’s experience of coming to faith in Christ was 

different, and it is the same today.  Every Christian has a story of personal testimony of the 

circumstances surrounding the path by which they came to Christ.  God has many ways to 

bring sinners to the Savior.  But you and I don’t know whether he will do it immediately and 

directly (like through a dream or vision), or use the ordinary and regular weekly preaching of 

the gospel at your church, or use a family member or friend who risks their relationship with 

you to bring you to encounter Jesus, or some other way.  The important thing is not the path, 

but the destination, who is Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, the Master and Lord, the Son of 

Man and God, the king of Israel. 

62. The author John is aware that various kinds of people are reading his Gospel: skeptics, 

seekers, unbelievers, new believers, mature believers.  He wants all of us to be shaped by his 

account of Jesus, that we might become disciples who grow in knowledge and devotion—

even as we are inspired by these stories.  John teaches that being a disciple of Jesus has 2 key 

elements: disciples must know who Jesus is, and they must have a personal encounter with 

Jesus that completely reorients their identity. 

63. Quotation: “Being a follower of Jesus does not mean thoughtlessly following a person named 

Jesus.  It does not mean having an experience that is void of theological content.  

Discipleship is a necessary commitment to content as well as conversion; it is a form of 

persuasion that includes both the heart and the mind.” ~ Gary Burge, John, NIVAC, 81-82 

64. Quotation: “The [first] application of the passage is not to learn a lesson in personal 

evangelism but to come to the same conclusion as the disciples did on first encountering 

Jesus…This passage is not intended to be a lesson in one-to-one personal evangelism.  But 
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how might we benefit from the lessons John has taught us, about Jesus and about God, if we 

were trying to persuade a friend to take Jesus seriously?” ~ St. John’s Bishopsgate, 

Read/Mark/Learn John, 34-36 
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Administering the Lord’s Supper 
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• Words of Christ ordaining this institution (Mt 26:26-30; Mk 14:22-25; Lk 22:15-20; 1 Cor 11:23-32) 

• When Jesus’ disciples invite others to “come and see” him, it doesn’t quite work the same way as it did when 

Jesus walked the earth.  While Jesus was working miracles in plain sight of his followers and others who had 

come to see him, he provided what we might call “visible signs and seals” that verified his identity and 

authenticated his message.  But now that Jesus, crucified as the Lamb of God and risen as the glorified Son of 

God, is reigning from heaven, he is not performing the same kinds of miraculous signs.  Thankfully he has not left 

us without a way to come and see. 

• The sacraments, baptism and the Lord’s Supper, are not supernatural miracles.  We don’t need spectacular signs 

anymore because we have the witness of the completed Scriptures testifying of Jesus Christ.  This is not to say 

that God no longer works miraculously as he answers prayers and occasionally works above his normal way of 

doing things in the world.  But it is to say Jesus has given to the Church visible signs and seals that are ordinary 

and common in the way they appear and get us to participating in God’s gracious treatment of his disciples.  

Remember when Jesus told Nathanael he would see great things than these?  We can confidently declare that the 

Lord’s Supper is one of those greater things.  How is this true? Because the Lord’s Supper so clearly and 

effectively points us to Jesus Christ and his gospel. 

• Just as Jacob’s Ladder is an overarching symbol of Christ, so also is the Lord’s Supper.  That is why we can hear 

any sermon that brings us the good news of Jesus, and connect it in some relevant way to the act of eating and 

drinking bread and wine together.  The bread is a visible sign of his body broken on the cross for sinners, and the 

cup is a visible sign of his blood shed on the cross for the forgiveness of sins.  Just as would-be disciples need a 

herald to point them to Jesus, we herald Jesus when we eat and drink by faith.  He is present right now with us by 

his spirit.  Say with me, “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.”  Come and see.  Come 

and be seen.  And follow Jesus. 

• If you are one of God’s baptized children, having confessed your faith publicly, living a life of confession and 

repentance, and are connected to any church where the gospel of Jesus is faithfully preached, then you are 

welcome at the Lord’s table.  Take the bread and cup by faith in the one who sees you, knows you through and 

through, and who loves you so much he died for you. 

• Brief exhortation and fence the table: if you are not baptized, have not publically confessed the faith, are not 

connected to a particular branch of Christ’s Church, then please do not take and eat the bread and wine today, but 

instead take Christ—take him at his invitation to come and see, and begin to follow the Savior. 

• Invitation to silent prayer for preparation (confess sin, acknowledge God’s love for you) 

• After allowing time for elders to come forward, close the silent prayer time with a brief prayer. 

 

 

 

 

The Lord Jesus Christ on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it, gave it to His disciples, as I, 

ministering in His name, give this bread to you, and said, “Take, eat; this is My 

body which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 
o Reminder to hold the bread and eat together as a body since the one loaf represents Christ’s unified body. 

o Optional: read a scripture (John 12:25-26) 

In the same manner, He also took the cup, and having given thanks as has been 

done in His name, He gave it to the disciples, saying, “This cup is the new covenant 

in My blood, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. Drink from it, all of 

you.” 
o Reminder to drink from the cup as you are ready since Jesus shed his blood to save you. 




