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Romans 1:16-32 “Image and Likeness” April 30, 2017 

OT Lesson: Psalm 8  Brian M. Sandifer 

When people exchange the knowledge of God to make idols of human beings and other things, God 

reveals his wrath by turning them over to sin’s dehumanizing consequences which leave nothing 

uncorrupted: bodies, minds, and society. Return to your Creator who made you in his image and likeness. 

Introduction – In this passage, which is the classic NT text explaining God’s wrath on a world that 

rejects him, we’ll explore another foundational issue: how the gospel speaks to us as human beings 

searching for who we really are. [Calvin quote, ICR] 

I. The Tragic Exchange 

A. Natural revelation suppressed (vv. 18-20) 

1. We can deduce and infer from creation that the Creator is powerful, and this power must 

extend forever (eternal). Moreover, we can infer that the Creator is outside of the creation—thus 

he is supernatural, divine in nature. His eternal power and divine nature are invisible but not 

hidden attributes (cf. Jn 1:18; Col 1:15; 1 Tim 1:17; Heb 11:27). The human heart tells us even 

more. The existence of universally recognized moral laws require a Moral Law Giver. Thus we 

can read truths about God from what is written on our hearts: that God is love, that he is personal 

and relational, that he is holy, just, wise, good, kind, and true. He hates evil yet he is patient, 

gracious, and merciful toward his creatures before he punishes.  

2. But tragically, we ignore this knowledge. Natural revelation is clear to all, and that is why no 

one can claim an excuse. But people reject, suppress, and deny natural revelation. Why do we do 

it? The reason has always been the same: we go searching for a more fitting identity (Gen 3:5; 

“you will be like God, knowing good and evil”). And so we trade in what we truly know about 

God and ourselves for the hope of something better. 

B. The glory of God for creaturely images (vv. 21-23) 

Once we suppress God’s natural revelation, the next logical step is to break the first and second 

commandments (WSC 47, 51). When we actively suppress God’s truth, we passively become futile in 

our thinking, darkened in our hearts, and absurd in our worship. A person first reveals himself as a 

fool in what he worships—we could say in what he seeks his core identity or what he idolizes. Here 

the Bible demonstrates great insight into the human heart (Pss 115:2-8; 135:15-18; Isa 44:12-28). By 

trading in God’s glory to worship a created thing, we inadvertently become like that thing, it becomes 

our identity. How tragic that human beings, made only a little lower than the angels (Ps 8:5), made in 

the image and likeness of their Creator, would sell that birthright to worship birds, beasts, and bugs! 

II. The Terrible Effects 

A. Dishonored bodies (vv. 24-27) 

1. Remember homosexuality is not the subject of this passage, and it is not the subject of this 

sermon either. It is only one point along the line of Paul’s logically arranged argument. When 

discussing sexual impurity, here the Bible uses the example of homosexual practice because it so 

obviously violates God’s natural created order. When people rebel against the image and likeness 

of God, and seek instead to root their identity in sexual desires, they will inevitably go as far as 

undermining the natural sexual relationship between God’s image bearers: male and female (Gen 

1:27; 2:23-25). 
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2. Here is the point: homosexual practice potently illustrates a general principle: all forms of 

sexual impurity dishonor our bodies and violate God’s fundamental design for sex: procreation 

within the covenant of marriage. Though natural revelation is sufficient to teach us that sexual 

(particularly homosexual) impurity dishonors our bodies, God also gave us special revelation in 

his written Word about homosexual practice (Gen 19:1-28; Lev 18:22; 20:13; Dt 23:17-18; 1 Cor 

6:9; 1 Tim 1:10). 

B. Debased minds (vv. 28-31) 

When we choose not to acknowledge God, he gives us over to a debased mind. A person with a 

debased mind will less and less reflect the image of God, and more and more the image and likeness 

of his chosen idol. And he’ll adopt the terrible effects of his debased mind into his essential identity 

as not only character traits but justifiable attitudes and actions. A close examination of this vice list 

(along with the sins in the rest of Rom 1:18-32) shows they break every one of the Ten 

Commandments. Everyone can readily find themselves here. 

C. Decadent societies (v. 32) 

When moral standards rooted in natural revelation disappear, society will soon disintegrate. Every 

person by design has an internal moral sense that testifies to their conscience that certain acts deserve 

God’s moral judgment and his wrath leading ultimately to death. Here is the crowning tragedy this 

passage concludes with: even though people know what is wrong in the sight of God, they still do 

what they know to be wrong and also approve of those who do the same! 

III. The Teleological Answer 

A. Recover the truth you instinctively know about God and yourself (vv. 18-21) 

Although we were created in the image and likeness of God, through our own idolatry we have 

exchanged God’s image and likeness for new identities. Rather than imaging God’s truth, beauty, and 

goodness, idolatry ends up recreating you in a counterfeit image: in lies, ugliness, and moral 

wretchedness. Do you see how when you recover and embrace the truth about God and yourself, only 

then do the beauty and goodness that you long for become a part of who you were designed to be? 

B. Repent of your foolish identity exchange and every sin that follows (vv. 22-32) 

You will never be wiser than God. Every time you trade in your made-in-God’s-image identity you 

lose. With a megaphone as big as the world God announces the terrible effects of sin you feel are a 

sign that his wrath is on you. The only way to escape God’s wrath is to repent, to turn away from 

those beliefs and actions that you hoped would secure a better identity, and turn to God. 

C. Return to your glorious Savior who made you in his image and likeness (vv. 16-17, 23) 

Verse 23 reminds you that your self-identity should be a reflection of God’s righteousness. The 

righteousness of God is not learned through natural revelation. The teleological answer points back to 

God’s design for you in creation revealed in natural revelation. But there is no path back to the 

Garden of Eden. To get to the Promised Land you have to return to God through the Lord Jesus 

Christ. By God’s design his righteous image-bearers shall live by faith.  

Conclusion – God does indeed “give us over” to our sin when we try to build our self-identities apart 

from him. But wrath and “giving us over” are not the essence of God’s identity. God reveals the essence 

of his self-giving love for all those made in his image and likeness (Jn 3:16-17). This is the gospel of 

Jesus Christ, which reveals the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes. 
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1 Original Language, Personal English Translation, and Textual Notes 

Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

Rom 1:18 VAp o ka l u,p t et a i  ga.r o vrgh. qe o u/ a vp V 
o uvra no u/ e vp i. p a/sa n a vse ,b ei a n ka i. 
a vd i ki ,a n avnqrw,p wn t w/n t h.n a vl h,qe i a n 
e vn a vd i ki ,a| ka t e co,nt wn( 

For the wrath of God is revealed from 
heaven against all godlessness and 
unrighteousness of people who are 
suppressing the truth in unrighteousness, 

NET tn The genitive a vnq rw ,p w n could be 

taken as an attributed genitive, in which 
case the phase should be translated 
"against all ungodly and unrighteous 
people" (cf. "the truth of God" in v. 25 which 
is also probably an attributed genitive). C. E. 
B. Cranfield takes the section 1:18–32 to 
refer to all people (not just Gentiles), while 
2:1–3:20 points out that the Jew is no 
exception (Romans [ICC], 1:104–6; 1:137–
38). 

Rom 1:19 d i o,t i  to. gnwst o .n t o u/ qe o u/ f a ne ro,n 
e vst i n evn a uvt o i/j \ o  ̀qe o .j  ga .r a uvt oi /j  
e vf a ne,rwse nÅ 

for what can be known about God is plainly 
to be seen in them, for God has shown it to 
them. 

 

Rom 1:20 t a. ga .r a vo ,ra ta  a uvt o u/ avp o . kt i,se wj  
ko ,sm o u t oi /j  p oi h,m a si n no o u,m e na  
ka qo ra /t ai ( h[ t e  avi <d i oj  auvt o u/ d u,na mi j  
ka i. qe i o ,t hj ( eivj  t o. e i =na i a uvt o u.j  
a vna p o lo gh,t o uj ( 

For his invisible attributes, that is, his eternal 
power and divine nature, have been clearly 
perceived, from the creation of the world, 
being understood in the things that have 
been made.  So they are without excuse. 

 

Rom 1:21 d i o,t i  gno,nt e j  t o.n qe o .n o uvc ẁj  qe o .n 
e vd o,xa sa n h' huvca ri ,st hsan( a vl l V 
e vm at ai w,qhsa n e vn t o i/j  d ia l o gi sm o i/j  
a uvt w/n ka i. e vsko t i,sqh h ̀ a vsu,ne t o j  a uvt w/n 

ka rd i,a Å 

For although they knew God, they did not 
honor him as God or give thanks, but they 
were rendered futile in their thoughts and 
their foolish hearts were darkened. 

 

Rom 1:22 f a,sko nt e j  e i=na i  so f oi. e vm wra ,nqhsa n Claiming to be wise, they became fools, NET tn The participle f a ,sk o nt e j  
(phaskontes) is used concessively here.   

Rom 1:23 ka i. h;l l a xa n t h.n d o ,xa n to u/ a vf qa,rt o u 
qe o u/ e vn o m̀ o i w,m a ti  eivko ,n o j  f qa rt o u/ 
a vnqrw,p o u ka i . p et ei nw/n ka i. t e t rap o,d wn 

ka i. e r̀p e t w/nÅ 

and changed the glory of the immortal God 
into an image in the likeness of mortal man 
and birds and four-footed animals and 
reptiles. 

NET tn Grk "exchanged the glory of the 

incorruptible God in likeness of an image of 
corruptible man." Here there is a wordplay 
on the Greek terms a;f qa rto j  (aphthartos, 

"immortal, imperishable, incorruptible") and 
f qa rt o,j  (phthartos, "mortal, corruptible, 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

subject to decay"). 

Rom 1:24 Di o. p a re,d wke n a uvt o u.j  o  ̀qe o .j  evn t a i/j  
e vp i qumi,a i j  t w/n ka rd i w/n a uvt w/n e ivj  
a vka qa rsi,a n t o u/ avt i m a,z esqa i  t a. sw,m a t a  
a uvt w/n e vn a uvt o i/j \ 

Therefore God gave them over in the eager 
desires of their hearts to immorality, to the 
dishonoring of their bodies among 
themselves, 

NET tn The genitive articular infinitive to u/ 

a vtima ,ze sq a i (tou atimazesthai, "to dishonor") 

has been taken as (1) an infinitive of 
purpose; (2) an infinitive of result; or (3) an 
epexegetical (i.e., explanatory) infinitive, 
expanding the previous clause. 

 

BDAG e vp i q umi ,ae vp i q umi ,ae vp i q umi ,ae vp i q umi ,a, a ja ja ja j, h  ̀h  ̀h  ̀h  ̀desire, longing Mk 

4:19; Lk 22:15; Gal 5:24; Phil 1:23; Col 3:5; 
1 Th 2:17; 4:5; Js 1:14f; craving Gal 5:16. ev)  

mia smo u/ defiling passion 2 Pt 2:10. [pg 74].  
Also eager desire, passion, lust. 

Rom 1:25 o i[t i ne j  me t h,l l a xa n t h.n a vl h,qe i a n t o u/ 
qe o u/ e vn t w/| ye u,d ei  ka i. evse b a,sqhsa n ka i . 
e vl a,t re usa n t h/| kt i,se i  p ara . t o.n 

kt i,sa nt a ( o[j  e vst i n e uvl o ght o.j  e ivj  t o u.j  
a ivw/na j ( a vm h,nÅ 

every one who exchanged the truth of God 
into the lie and worshiped and served the 
creation rather than the Creating One, who 
is blessed forever.  Amen. 

 

Rom 1:26 Di a. t o u/t o  p a re,d wke n a uvt o u.j  ò qe o .j  e ivj  
p a,qh a vt i mi,a j ( a i[ t e  ga.r qh,l e i ai  a uvt w/n 
m e t h,l l a xa n t h.n f usi kh.n crh/si n e i vj  t h.n 
p a ra. f u,si n( 

On account of this, God gave them over into 
sexual passions of dishonor, for their 
females exchanged natural relations into 
those contrary to nature, 

NET tn Grk "for their females exchanged 
the natural function for that which is contrary 
to nature." The term cr h /sij  (chreÒsis) has the 

force of "sexual relations" here (L&N 23.65). 

Rom 1:27 o m̀ o i,wj  t e  kai. o i  ̀a;rse ne j  a vf e,nt e j  th.n 
f usi kh.n crh/si n t h/j  qhl e i,a j  
e vxe ka u,qhsa n e vn t h/| o vre ,xe i a uvt w/n e ivj  
a vl l h,l o uj ( a;rse ne j  e vn a ;rse si n t h.n 
a vschm o su,nhn ka t e rgaz o,m e no i  kai . t h.n 
a vnt i mi sqi,a n h]n e ;d e i  t h/j  p l a,nhj  a uvt w/n 
e vn e à ut oi/j  a vp o la m ba,no nt e j Å 

and the males likewise gave up natural 
relations with females and were inflamed in 
their desires for one another, males with 
males doing shameless deeds and receiving 
in themselves the necessary penalty for 
their delusion. 

NET tn Grk "likewise so also the males 

abandoning the natural function of the 
female."  tn Grk "burned with intense desire" 
(L&N 25.16). 

Rom 1:28 K a i. ka qw.j  o uvk e vd o ki,m a sa n t o.n qe o .n 
e ;ce i n evn e vp i gnw,se i ( pa re,d wke n a uvt o u.j  

o  ̀qe o .j  e ivj  avd o ,ki m o n no u/n( p o i ei/n t a . m h. 
ka qh,ko nt a ( 

And since they did not see fit to 
acknowledge God, God gave them over to 
an unworthy mind to do what is improper, 

NET tn Grk "and just as they did not 

approve to have God in knowledge."  tn Grk 
"the things that are improper." 

Rom 1:29 p e pl hrwm e,no uj  p a,sh| a vd iki ,a| p o nhri ,a| 
p l e o ne xi,a | ka ki,a |( m e st o u.j  f qo ,no u f o ,no u 

being filled with all unrighteousness, 
wickedness, covetousness, ill will.  They are 

p o nhri,a | p l e o ne xi,a | ka ki,a | {C}  The Textus 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

e ;ri d o j  d o,l o u ka ko hqe i,a j ( yi quri st a,j full of envy, murder, contention, treachery, 
malice.  They are gossips, 

Receptus, following L Y 88 326 330 614 

Byz Lect syrh arm al, inserts p o rne i,a| 
(“fornication”) before p o nhr i ,a|. Although it 

could be argued that p o rne i ,a| had fallen out 

accidentally in transcription, it is more likely 
that the word is an intrusion into the text, 

either accidentally (when ponyria was 

erroneously read as porneia) or 

deliberately (when copyists, finding the word 
in some forms of the text (D* E G P al), 
inserted it by conflation either before or after 
p o nhri,a |). The fact, however, that Paul 

argues (verses 24-25) that such vices as 
listed here issue from the licentious 
practices of idolatry, makes it unlikely that 
he would have included p o rne i ,a within the 

list itself. 

~ Metzger’s Textual Commentary on the NT 

Rom 1:30 ka t a la,l o uj  qe o st ugei/j  ub̀ ri st a.j  
up̀ e rhf a,no uj  avl a z o,na j ( evf e ure ta.j  
ka kw/n( go ne u/si n a vp e i qei/j ( 

slanderers, God-haters, violent, arrogant 
braggarts, inventors of evil, disobedient to 
parents, 

 

Rom 1:31 a vsune ,t o uj  avsunqe ,t o uj  a vst o,rgo uj  
a vne l e h,m o na j \ 

foolish, untrustworthy, unfeeling, unmerciful. NET tn Or "promise-breakers." 

Rom 1:32 o i[t i ne j  to . d i ka i,wm a  t o u/ qe o u/ 
e vp i gno,nt e j  o[t i  oì t a . t oia u/t a  

p ra,sso nt e j  a;xi o i  qa na,t o u e ivsi ,n( o uv 
m o,no n a uvt a . p o io u/si n avl l a. ka i . 
sune ud o ko u/si n t o i/j  p ra,sso usi nÅ 

Although they know God’s righteous decree 
that those who do such things are worthy of 
death, they not only do them but also 
approve of those who practice them. 
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2 Exegetical Outline (verse summary) – Romans 1:18-32 

V18. Paul begins a discourse on how God’s wrath is seen in the lives of people: it is revealed 

from heaven against the godlessness and unrighteousness of people who are actively suppressing 

truth in their unrighteousness. 

V19. What can be known about God is plainly seen in them because God has shown it to them. 

V20. God’s unseen attributes (his eternal power and divine nature) have nevertheless been 

clearly perceived since the creation of the world, as these unseen attributes are continuously 

being so understood in the created things that unrighteous truth-suppressers are without excuse. 

V21. Even though they knew God through creation, they did not give honor or thanks to God, 

and so their thoughts were made futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 

V22. While they were claiming to be wise, they instead became fools. 

V23. They changed the glory of the immortal God for the image and likeness of mortal man, 

birds, animals, and reptiles. 

V24. Because of this God gave them over to the immorality that is the consequence of following 

their heart’s eager desires, specifically to dishonoring their bodies with each other. 

V25. God gave over all who exchanged God’s truth for the lie when they worshiped and served 

the creation instead of the Creator—who is blessed forever, Amen! 

V26. On account of this exchange of God’s truth for the lie, God gave them over to dishonorable 

sexual passions: their women exchanged natural relations for those contrary to nature. 

V27. Likewise the men gave up natural relations with women and had inflamed desires for each 

other: men committing shameless deeds with other men and consequently receiving in 

themselves the necessary penalty for their delusional thoughts and deeds. 

V28. Since they did not approve of any place for God in their knowledge, God gave them over to 

an unworthy mind to do what is not right. 

V29. They are filled with all kinds of unrighteousness, wickedness, covetousness, and ill will; 

they are filled with envy, murder, contentious strife, treachery, and malice; they are gossips. 

V30. They are slanderers, God-haters, violent, prideful boasters, inventors of evil, and 

disobedient to their parents. 

V31. They are foolish, untrustworthy, callous of heart, and unmerciful. 

V32. And even though they know God’s righteous decree that those who do these things deserve 

death, they not only do these things but they also approve of those who practice them. 
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3  Exegetical Outline (full) – Romans 1:18-32 

I. People exchange the truth of God for the lie (vv. 18-23). 

a. People know the truth about their Creator (vv. 18-20). 

i. V18. Paul begins a discourse on how God’s wrath is seen in the lives of 

people: it is revealed from heaven against the godlessness and unrighteousness 

of people who are actively suppressing truth in their unrighteousness. 

ii. V19. What can be known about God is plainly seen in them because God has 

shown it to them. 

iii. V20. God’s unseen attributes (his eternal power and divine nature) have 

nevertheless been clearly perceived since the creation of the world, as these 

unseen attributes are continuously being so understood in the created things 

that unrighteous truth-suppressers are without excuse. 

b. But people reject the truth about their Creator in exchange for the lie about creation 

(vv. 21-23). 

i. V21. Even though they knew God through creation, they did not give honor or 

thanks to God, and so their thoughts were made futile and their foolish hearts 

were darkened. 

ii. V22. While they were claiming to be wise, they instead became fools. 

iii. V23. They changed the glory of the immortal God for the image and likeness 

of mortal man, birds, animals, and reptiles. 

II. For believing the lie, God gives people over to the dreadful consequences of their 

darkened passions, hearts, and wills (vv. 24-32). 

a. In their fleshly passions: sexual immorality (vv. 24-27). 

i. The God-ordained consequences of believing the lie are sexual immorality 

and idolatry (vv. 24-25). 

1. V24. Because of this God gave them over to the immorality that is the 

consequence of following their heart’s eager desires, specifically to 

dishonoring their bodies with each other. 

2. V25. God gave over all who exchanged God’s truth for the lie when 

they worshiped and served the creation instead of the Creator—who is 

blessed forever, Amen! 
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ii. At its endpoint, the form this sexual immorality takes is contrary to God’s 

obvious, complementary, fitting design in nature (vv. 26-27). 

1. V26. On account of this exchange of God’s truth for the lie, God gave 

them over to dishonorable sexual passions: their women exchanged 

natural relations for those contrary to nature. 

2. V27. Likewise the men gave up natural relations with women and had 

inflamed desires for each other: men committing shameless deeds with 

other men and consequently receiving in themselves the necessary 

penalty for their delusional thoughts and deeds. 

b. In their depraved hearts: personal and social immorality (vv. 28-31).  

i. An unworthy mind (v. 28). 

• V28. Since they did not approve of any place for God in their 

knowledge, God gave them over to an unworthy mind to do what is 

not right. 

ii. Produces unrighteous deeds (vv. 29-31) 

1. V29. They are filled with all kinds of unrighteousness, wickedness, 

covetousness, and ill will; they are filled with envy, murder, 

contentious strife, treachery, and malice; they are gossips. 

2. V30. They are slanderers, God-haters, violent, prideful boasters, 

inventors of evil, and disobedient to their parents. 

3. V31. They are foolish, untrustworthy, callous of heart, and unmerciful. 

c. In their rebellious wills: theological immorality (v. 32). 

i. V32. And even though they know God’s righteous decree that those who do 

these things deserve death, they not only do these things but they also approve 

of those who practice them. 
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4 Exegetical Outline (abbreviated) – Romans 1:18-32 

Exegetical Proposition: The apostle Paul explains and describes how God’s wrath is revealed in 

people who exchange the truth of God for the lie of idolatry—God gives such people up to their 

own darkened passions, hearts, and wills so that the dreadful consequences of fall upon 

themselves. 

I. People exchange the truth of God for the lie (vv. 18-23). 

a. People know the truth about their Creator (vv. 18-20). 

b. But people reject the truth about their Creator in exchange for the lie about creation 

(vv. 21-23). 

II. For believing the lie, God gives people over to the dreadful consequences of their 

darkened passions, hearts, and wills (vv. 24-32). 

a. In their fleshly passions: sexual immorality (vv. 24-27). 

i. The God-ordained consequences of believing the lie are sexual immorality 

and idolatry (vv. 24-25). 

ii. At its endpoint, the form this sexual immorality takes is contrary to God’s 

obvious, complementary, fitting design in nature (vv. 26-27). 

b. In their depraved hearts: personal and social immorality (vv. 28-31).  

i. An unworthy mind (v. 28). 

ii. Produces unrighteous deeds (vv. 29-31) 

c. In their rebellious wills: theological immorality (v. 32). 
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5 Theological Outline – Romans 1:18-32 

Theological Proposition: When we knowingly trade the knowledge of God’s glory by making 

idols of ourselves and other created things, God reveals his wrath upon fallen humanity by 

turning us over to our own sin’s dehumanizing consequences which leave nothing uncorrupted: 

bodies, minds, or relationships. 

I. Humanity knows the truth about God our Creator, but people reject this truth and 

foolishly choose the lie in trading God’s glory for the glory of humanity and other 

creatures (vv. 18-23). 

II. For rejecting him and then selfishly pursuing the glory of creation, God lets humanity 

experience in totality the dehumanizing consequences of our sin—in our bodies, minds, 

and relationships (vv. 24-32).  
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6 Notes on Romans 1:18-32 

1. Possible OT readings. Gen 1:26-27; 2:7; 5:1; 9:6; Pss 8; 139; Isa 9:6-7; Dan 7:13-14 

2. Children’s Sermon. Print enough coloring images—one for each child.  Images should be 

cartoon images of recognizable character whom kids might fantasize being.  Show the kids a 

handheld mirror asking them what it is and what you’re supposed to do with it.  Who do you 

see in the mirror?  You!  Do you know what I see?  I see a dashingly handsome man—one 

who the ladies want to be with and the gentlemen want to be like.  There is only one woman 

in the room who thinks that is true, and it’s not my wife because she know who’s she’s got.  

Only a mother could continue to think that of her son!  Sometimes when you look in the 

mirror, do you imagine yourself as someone else—maybe your hero?  Or maybe just a better 

you?  [Now show a few kids the mirror, each time switching out a coloring image for the 

reflection.]  Who do you see in the mirror?  If that is what you saw, how might you act 

differently?  If you saw a dog, would you say “Woof” and let your tongue hang out?  If you 

saw a cat, would you say “Meow”?  Sometimes when we are pretending we imagine people 

and animals that it might be fun to be for a while.  Do you do that sometimes?  That’s a fun 

way to pretend, but it would be so great if we turned into those things.  Do you know why?  

Because you cannot improve how made you.  Who made you?  [God].  Why did God make 

you [For his own glory].  Did you know he made you in his image and likeness?  That means 

that some of the wonderful things that are true about your Creator (God) are true about you.  

He created you fearfully and wonderfully.  He made you just a little bit lower than the angels 

in heaven.  Wow!  There is no way we could hope to be better than that.  Always remember 

the wonderful truth that God has made you to be like him—to know things, to be wise, to do 

what is right, and to be holy—because that is why he made you.  And by God’s grace, given 

to you by God’s son Jesus, you can live for his glory and reflect his image and likeness the 

way he wants you to. 

3. Basic sermon theme: Everyone wants to matter, to be important, to be significant, to be 

valuable for who you are.  But there is nothing in this world that can satisfy our need for self-

worth.  Furthermore, the things in which we seek our value will crush us, judge us, and 

abandon us when we fail them.  Only in God do we find our need for self-worth satisfied 

when we discover we are made in his image and likeness. 

4. Romans 1:18-32 is sequentially and logically connected to passages that follow.  Paul is 

establishing his argument that the problem of all problems is that all of humanity is under 

God’s wrath.  Here is the order of his argument. 

a. Rom 1:18-32.  Immoral people (e.g., bad pagans) are guilty before God 

b. Rom 2:1-16.  Moral people (e.g., good pagans) are guilty before God 

c. Rom 2:17-3-8.  Even religious people (e.g., Jews) are guilty before God 

d. Rom 3:9-20.  The whole world (immoral, moral, and religious) is guilty before God 
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e. Rom 3:21-31.  The righteousness of God through faith 

5. I am struck by the sheer volume of passive verbs that Paul employs from early on in this 

passage.  The sense is that once people suppress the truth of God in their own 

unrighteousness, God causes lots of terrible things to happen to them.  He gives them over to 

judgments which are portrayed as passive effects people suffer for their own foolishness.  

The effect is God’s wrath on people is sometimes to withhold his protecting and preserving 

grace, and instead just give them over to the debilitating and demeaning consequences of 

their sins. 

6. This passage describes God’s wrath against sinful humanity.  It is an explanation of the 

antithesis between what people know and what they do.  The wrath is a giving people over to 

their own terrible sins (e.g., idolatry, homosexuality, unbelief, violence) so that the image of 

God in humanity in corrupted, tarnished, depraved.  Wrath is not God passively or 

impersonally allowing the effects to naturally follow from sinful causes (e.g., deism).  Rather, 

God’s wrath is his actively giving people over to the logical, necessary, and inevitable effects 

of their sin.  When God’s wrath finally falls on sinners, it indicates God has decided to 

remove the hand of restraint to let the consequences of sin happen unimpeded.  People who 

exhibit these sins indicate they are already under God’s wrath!  The frightening thing about 

these verses is that Paul is not describing only a subset of people (those people=the bad 

guys).  Rather, these verses understood in the broader context of Paul’s argument show that 

Paul is describing all Gentiles (Rom 1:18-2:16) and Jews (Rom 2:17-3:8), so that upon final 

analysis everyone is unrighteous (Rom 3:9-20).  Even so, in Romans 1:18-32 Paul is 

especially describing pagan immoral Gentiles (religious or irreligious) who are without the 

law of God, the Scriptures, or much connection to Israel.  These refuse to worship the true 

God who they know through general (natural) revelation and turn to (idols) gods of their own 

making.  An idol represents a fantasy of our own imagination as far as the idol rejects the one 

true God.  Therefore they are guilty of sin, convicted by their own knowledge of God and his 

righteous standard revealed in nature.  And so God reacts by giving them over (vv. 24, 26, 

28) to the consequences of their chosen sins.  This is his wrath upon them (v. 18).  It follows 

that they ignored objective morality as revealed in natural revelation, history, and the human 

conscience.  The result of their ignoring God’s revealed morality is perverse sexual practices, 

hateful character, and violent behavior.  These sins described much of the pagan Gentile 

world during Paul’s day.  But more generally is describes the pagan heart and lifestyle in 

general. 

7. Provenance. Paul wrote his letter to the Romans while he was living in Corinth, a Greek city 

infamous for its sexual immorality and debauchery.  This is a significant detail since Paul is 

describing mainly Gentile sin in this passage.  He had a front-row seat to observe the 

practices of the pagan Gentiles in Corinth. 

8. Application: Keep in mind that Christians bear some responsibility for the pagans.  The 

cultural and gospel mandates call believers to disciple the nations and build cultures that 

reflect the values of heaven.  But when we fail to perfectly reflect the image and likeness of 

God our Creator embodied in the Lord Jesus Christ, we share some of the blame for the 

spread of ignorance of God and a rejection of objective morality as revealed in nature and the 

human conscience. 
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9. V18. Wrath is the inevitable reaction of a holy God to sin in any form.  God’s wrath is 

revealed throughout OT history with “inbreakings” of judgment on people (e.g., Exo 15:7; 

32:1-12; Num 11:1; Jer 21:3-7).  God’s wrath is his personal anger against sin—all of which 

is an affront to his truth, beauty and goodness.  Another way of looking at God’s wrath is as 

his holy and loving response to human wickedness.  His wrath is not selfish, immature, or 

arbitrary.  God’s wrath is totally free from those poisonous ingredients of human wrath: 

vanity, animosity, malice, spite, and revenge.  Paul’s Roman audience would have been 

familiar with the egotistic and arbitrary anger of the mythic Roman gods.  The LORD is 

nothing like the gods of mythology whose wrath was disproportional to the “sinful” offense, 

and had more to do with assuaging the deity’s sense of offended pride or dignity.  God’s 

wrath is an expression of his nature which is holy, righteous, and good (Isa 6:1-5; Hab 1:13; 

Mt 25:41-46; 2 Thess 1:6-10; 2:8).  The opposite of wrath is not love but neutrality, and God 

is not neutral when it comes to his view of sin.  God loves justice so much that he is full of 

holy wrath against sinners.  These are harbingers of God’s final wrath that he will pour out on 

unrepentant sinners on the last day (Isa 63:1-6; Mic 5:10-15).  This final, last-day wrath is 

how Paul usually speaks of God’s wrath (Rom 2:5, 8; 5:9; Eph 5:6; Col 3:6; 1 Thess 1:10; 

5:9; cf. Jn 3:36).  But God’s wrath is not confined to the past and the future.  It is also 

revealed presently and throughout human history.  The condition of human beings who 

constantly turn away right now from God’s revelation in nature is that they stand condemned 

because of their “godlessness and wickedness.”  These two reasons connote the single idea of 

godless wickedness that is express as moral evil as a result of rejecting God.  Moral evil that 

violates God’s standard solicits righteous anger and personal revulsion from God.  People 

suppress the truth by their wickedness.  It is also possible that “godlessness” and 

“wickedness” refer to two ideas that together summarize breaking the whole law of God (cf. 

Exo 20:2-17; Mk 12:28-31)—godlessness breaking the first great commandment (love God) 

and wickedness breaking the second great commandment (love people).  Confronted with the 

clear truth of natural revelation, humanity seeks to obstruct, hold down, or suppress the 

influence of general revelation on their lives.  Sinners love darkness rather than light because 

their deeds are evil (Jn 3:19).  There is no room to plead ignorance before God because his 

wrath against sin is clearly seen, received, and understood.  No one has an excuse. 

10. V18. Suppress the truth is another way of saying people stifle the truth they know about God 

in order to believe anything that supports their own self-centered lifestyles.  This teaching 

stops the object that God cannot send anyone to hell if he did not hear of Christ.  On the 

contrary, all people know enough about God (even if they ignore it and suppress that 

knowledge instinctively and immediately) to realize they stand condemned before his 

holiness and righteous standard. 

11. V18. Quotation: “If you want the world to endure there can no absolute justice, while if you 

want absolute justice the world cannot endure.” ~ Genesis Rabbah 39:6, cited in David Stern, 

Jewish NT Commentary, 331 

12. V18. Application: Make sure you are not believing a fantasy so that you can live according to 

your selfish desires.  Don’t suppress the truth about God to protect your lifestyle.  Otherwise 

you may forget God if you suppress the knowledge of him too long! 
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13. V18. Doctrine: Heidelberg Catechism 10.  Will God allow such disobedience and apostasy to 

go unpunished?  Certainly not. He is terribly displeased with our original sin as well as our 

actual sins. Therefore He will punish them by a just judgment both now and eternally, as He 

has declared: Cursed be every one who does not abide by all things written in the book of the 

law, and do them. 

14. Vv19-20. Doctrine: Cf. WCF 1.1; 4.1; 21.1; WLC 2, 96; Belgic Confession 2, 14.  God’s 

revelation as described here is general (not special), natural (not supernatural), continuous 

(not final), and creational (not salvific). 

15.  Vv19-20. Quotation: “The God who in himself is invisible and unknowable has made 

himself both visible and knowable through what he has made.  The creation is a visible 

disclosure of the invisible God, an intelligible disclosure of the otherwise unknown God.  

Just as artists reveal themselves in what they draw, paint, and sculpt, so the Divine Artist has 

revealed himself in his creation.” ~ John Stott, Romans, 73 

16. V19. God has provided in the world he made evidence for divine creation.  This evidence is 

plain by God’s design for us, and it is received plainly.  Natural revelation is real and 

universal, and it is perpetual (continual) and perspicuous (clearly seen).  God’s invisibility, 

eternity, and power are all expressed in and through the created order.  What else can we 

know of God from natural revelation?  When we mediate on the creation’s beauty, 

complexity, design, and usefulness it is apparent that God is beautiful, good, and true.  We 

can discern that God has shared of himself in the creation because he wants us to know him.  

How do we have the capacity to know about God’s existence and discern natural revelation?  

Because every person is made in the image and likeness of God. 

17. V19. Illustration: It is as if human beings are radios that are designed to pick up the divine 

signals God broadcasts.  If we would search on our radio dials we would be able to tune into 

God’s message to learn about God and hence about ourselves. 

18. V19. Quotation: “Our wisdom, in so far as it ought to be deemed true and solid Wisdom, 

consists almost entirely of two parts: the knowledge of God and of ourselves. But as these are 

connected together by many ties, it is not easy to determine which of the two precedes and 

gives birth to the other. For, in the first place, no man can survey himself without forthwith 

turning his thoughts towards the God in whom he lives and moves; because it is perfectly 

obvious, that the endowments which we possess cannot possibly be from ourselves; nay, that 

our very being is nothing else than subsistence in God alone. In the second place, those 

blessings which unceasingly distil to us from heaven, are like streams conducting us to the 

fountain.” ~ John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, Book 1, page 1 

19. V20. God’s evidence in creation is his eternal power and his divine nature. (Job 37-41; 42:5; 

Pss 18:2; 19:1-4)  We can deduce and infer from creation that the Creator is powerful, and 

this power must extend forever (eternal).  Moreover, we can infer that the Creator is outside 

of the creation—thus he is divine in nature.  The Creator is not a creature himself.  He must 

be God.  His eternal power and divine nature are invisible but not hidden attributes (cf. Jn 

1:18; Col 1:15; 1 Tim 1:17; Heb 11:27).  This natural revelation is available to all human 

beings.  We have all clearly seen it.  By looking at the creation (the “natural” revelation of 
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God), we can interpret the general details to conclude truths of God’s powerful nature.  He is 

a mighty God.  He is a God of intelligence and attention to great detail.  He is a God of order 

and beauty.  He controls powerful forces.  It is clear to all, and that is why no one can claim 

an excuse for not understanding.  People are without any excuse when it comes to receiving 

and understanding God’s natural revelation.  The fault is in those who reject the evidence of 

God in creation.  We call this natural law which is knowable and discernable through the 

natural abilities God grants through human reason.  This does not mean that the mind is 

uncorrupted by sin while the heart bears that depravity (e.g., Roman Catholic theology).  The 

Reformed doctrine of total depravity recognizes that sin has touched and corrupted human in 

total—mind, heart, will, body.  This does not mean that unredeemed people cannot reason, 

but that even their reason is bent toward sin and rebellion.  That is why natural revelation is 

understood yet rejected.  Natural-general revelation is not sufficient for salvation because of 

the universality of sin and rejection of God in the human race (Rom 3:11).  Tragically, apart 

from God’s grace, natural revelation only condemns people because it increases our guilt 

through testifying that our thoughts, words, and deeds are sinful.  Natural revelation is meant 

to awaken condemned people to their culpability, and need of grace and mercy from the one 

true God Acts 17:16-31). 

20. V20.  Notice what we do not know about God by observing natural revelation.  We do not 

know God’s triune nature, or the way of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ, God’s Son.  

Sometimes it is asserted that we know nothing of God’s love and forgiveness, or the 

existence of eternal life from natural revelation.  But general/natural revelation is not just 

found in the physical sciences.  We can also study human nature and the moral law’s 

workings in the world to discern truths about our Creator.  Love, grace, mercy, courage, 

temperance, justice—these are all universal virtues that would not be universal if not that 

they reflect the moral character of our Creator.  In other words, God has made us in his image 

and likeness, so we can discern truths about God’s virtue through observing universally 

recognized human virtues. 

21. V20. Application:  “Without excuse.”  Those are frightening words to consider for every 

single person.  Don’t be fooled.  For when the day comes to meet your Creator to face his 

judgment of your response to him, no excuses will be accepted for not knowing God and 

acknowledging God in worship and thanksgiving.  Everyone fails to live up to the moral 

standard they accept, much less subconsciously believe to be objectively true.  People’s 

moral standards are always better than their behavior.  So if you do not know God, it is not 

God’s fault but yours!  Begin today to return to the one who fashioned you in his image and 

likeness. 

22. V20. Quotation: “Only ‘the fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God’ (Ps 14:1; 53:2) – 

meaning not ‘No God exists,’ but ‘No God exists who actively concerns himself with 

people’s thoughts and deeds and judges them.’” ~ David Stern, Jewish NT Commentary, 331 

23. Vv21-23. Doctrine: Cf. WLC 109.  What sins are forbidden in the second commandment? 

The sins forbidden in the second commandment are, all devising, counseling, commanding, 

using, and any wise approving, any religious worship not instituted by God himself; the 

making any representation of God, of all or of any of the three persons, either inwardly in our 

mind, or outwardly in any kind of image or likeness of any creature whatsoever; all 
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worshiping of it, or God in it or by it; the making of any representation of feigned deities, and 

all worship of them, or service belonging to them; all superstitious devices, corrupting the 

worship of God, adding to it, or taking from it, whether invented and taken up of ourselves, 

or received by tradition from others, though under the title of antiquity, custom, devotion, 

good intent, or any other pretense whatsoever; simony; sacrilege; all neglect, contempt, 

hindering, and opposing the worship and ordinances which God hath appointed. 

24. Vv21-23. Quotation & Application: “How could intelligent people turn to idolatry?  Idolatry 

begins when people reject what they know about God.  Instead of looking to him as the 

Creator and sustainer of life, they see themselves as the center of the universe.  They soon 

invent ‘gods’ that are convenient projections of their own selfish plans and decrees…They 

may even be misrepresentations of God himself—making God in our image instead of the 

reverse.  The common denominator is this—idolaters worship the things God made rather 

than God himself.  Is there anything you feel you can’t live without?  Is there any priority 

greater than God?  Do you have a dream you would sacrifice everything to realize?  Does 

God take first place?  Do you worship God or idols of your own making?” ~ Life Application 

Bible, 2056 

25. Vv21-23. A helpful distinction between sin and sins.  “Sin” as our rebellion against and 

rejection of God as the rightful object of our affections.  “Sins” as the outward manifestation 

of that rejection and rebellion. 

26. V21. However, because of sin people turn away from this evidence of God’s existence as all-

powerful and eternal divine Creator.  People knew certain things about God from natural 

revelation.  And they are all able to gather true information about God and to know God 

personally through the revelation of creation.  They knew of God’s existence and attributes, 

but did not know God in a saving sense (2 Cor 5:16; Gal 4:9; Phil 3:8, 10).  Everyone refuses 

to acknowledge at some level what they know to be true.  Their refusal shows in that they do 

not give him glory (honor) and thank him as God even though they know he exists and 

created them.  Remember to glory (honor) God is to worship him alone, not alongside other 

deities, and not by employing idols/images.  Not to honor God as God is in effect not to 

honor him at all.  In an honor-culture obsessed with giving proper respect to benefactors, the 

withholding of honor from one to whom it is due was deemed reprehensible (Rom 15:6, 9; 1 

Cor 6:20; 2 Cor 9:13).  In a thankless culture people refuse and then forget to offer 

thanksgiving for earthly blessings such as sun, rain, and crops (Mt 5:45; Acts 14:17).  For 

this reason God reveals his wrath upon them which manifests in their thinking and their 

hearts.  Their thinking became futile (i.e, were made futile by God) and useless as a result.  

Foolishness does not mean lack of intelligence, but that they refuse God’s lordship over their 

lives. Also, their hearts became darkened as a result.  When people habitually consent to and 

continue in sin they gradually dull their ability to discern right from wrong.  Thereby they 

train their will for sensual pleasure rather than moral discipline, which gradually enslaves 

their will to their base passions.  All this because they were unthankful to God and refused to 

glorify him.  Instead of learning more about God their Creator, they turn away from what 

they do know about God to worship gods of their own making.  They must, because every 

single person is a worshiper.  To be fully human has God created us is to give glory and 

thanks to the true God.  Those who refuse to do this become darkened in their hearts, and 

darkening the image and likeness of God in which they were created.  Idolatry is the root sin 
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of all these things: failure to value God above all else, so that he is not honored, praised, and 

thanked as he should be. 

27. V21. Doctrine: Cf. WSC 47.  What is forbidden in the first commandment? A. The first 

commandment forbiddeth the denying, or not worshipping and glorifying the true God as 

God, and our God; and the giving of that worship and glory to any other, which is due to him 

alone. 

28. Vv22-32. The Jews were appalled at the plight of the pagan Gentiles who showed themselves 

to be crass idolaters (Dt 4:16-18).  However, we must remember that the people of Israel and 

Judah were constantly falling back into the idolatry of the pagans, demonstrating they are no 

better (Ps 106:20; Jer 2:11).  When we think of idolatry our minds run first to the golden calf 

image the Israelites worshiped.  But idolatry applies no less to our pursuit of possessions, 

wealth, fame, or power.  Idolatry equally applies to our devotion to alternative ideologies that 

supplement or supplant God on his throne in our hearts. 

29. V22. Here is the crazy irony of the plight of people.  Even though they claim to be wise after 

(by?) refusing to glorify and thank God, they became fools as a result of God giving them 

over to their chosen sin!  They did what was right in their own eyes.  The worshiper becomes 

a proud philosopher wise in his own eyes (1 Cor 1:18-31).  That is what a fool does while he 

refuses to glorify and thank God (Prov 21:2).  Even brilliant people become fools in this 

biblical sense because they miss the whole purpose of life and what designed for them to be 

(Prov 1:7, 22; 10:1; 12:15; 14:7; 17:25; 20:3).  When people betray their intellectual 

arrogance before God, they show an inverted (upside-down, backwards, corrupted, depraved) 

sense of values and beliefs.  Think of George Orwell’s 1984 which warned of a culture that 

would call truth a lie, light darkness, and futility wisdom.  Specifically, they invert the 

worship of almighty God for man-made idols!  What this actually does is redirect the 

universal and indelible instinct to worship God away from the Creator and toward the 

creature.  It exchanges the source of glory for the glory of a creature, which is a terrible 

exchange that always results in terrible, wrathful consequences for those who make this 

idolatrous trade.  And so God made them foolish because they did a foolish thing in rejecting 

him. 

30. V23. NET sn Possibly an allusion to Ps 106:19–20. 

31. V23. When people thought they were actually doing the wise thing, they exchanged 

(changed; three times in vv. 23, 25, 27 coupled with God giving people over three times in 

vv. 24, 26, 28) the unique and majestic glory of the immoral God (Isa 48:11) for images 

fashioned like a moral human being (cf. Gen 3:5, “you shall be as God”, and birds, and 

animals, and reptiles.  This is a three-fold categorization of the animals that reflects the 

Genesis creation account (Gen 1:28, birds, beasts, and bugs!).  It seems Paul purposefully 

uses the language of the fall from the book of Genesis to describe humanity’s wickedness 

(Gen 1:20-26). O the height from which man fell!  From worshiping the one true God and 

being made a little lower than angels, humanity descended to such depths as to worship 

beasts and insects.  Paul pictures each person as his own “Adam”, recapitulating the same 

basic sin committed by Adam our first parent.  Again, idolatry is presented as the 

fundamental sin of humanity, including Jews and others informed by the Bible (Dt 4:16-18; 
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Ps 106:20; Jer 2:11).  Note that in the OT idols did not always look like humans, but also 

sometimes too the form of animals.  Even so, it is instructive to remember that an idol can 

take the form of literally anything the human hearts puts in the place of God.  Because of 

this, there is no limit to the number of forms an idol can take except for the human 

imagination.  When we worship a creature instead of the Creator (the essence of idolatry) we 

lose sight of our human identity as those made higher than the animals and created as God’s 

only creatures who are made in his image and likeness.  When we lose our human identity in 

relation to God, we can imagine ourselves in whatever form with whatever purpose we 

desire.  This reimagining is a rebellion against our high design by God, and can only devolve 

into becoming beastly—like the things we worship instead (Ps 115; Isa 44:8-20).  In the 

Bible, idolatry is not only forbidden as sinful but it is also ridiculed as stupid.  The lie that 

props up idolatry is absurd!  Who in their right mind would exchange the glory of God for 

the worship of creaturely images?  What a horrifically bad trade!  When people abandon 

God’s truth, exchanging it for a creaturely lie, they finally become like a beast in their 

thinking and living. 

32. V23. Application:  Does life without God look like freedom to you?  Would you rather 

remake yourself according to another image and likeness of your choosing?  Look closely, 

think carefully, and beware.  There is no worst slavery than slavery to sin. 

33. V23. Idolatry in the ancient world of the Bible (the Mediterranean and Near East) was 

ubiquitous.  Every temple houses a large statue of the god it housed.  That prototypical statue 

was the “image and likeness” of the god, often characterized by physical traits associated 

with beasts.  Sometimes the idol was a mix of beast and human features, such as the ancient 

gods of Egypt.  Moreover, worshipers would purchase or craft miniature versions of these 

idol statues and give their religious devotion to them.  In a very pagan and religious culture, 

idolatry was an everyday practice. 

34. V23. Illustration: Modern idols don’t usually look like ancient ones—although for neo-

pagans they can be strikingly similar!  Today idols are more mental than metal, so we might 

call them idols of the heart.  But they are just as pervasive today.  [Discuss the levels of the 

Poythress idolatry triangle.]  People still devote their lives to, trust in, and worship many 

things other than the living and true God. 

35. V23. Quotation: “Man exchanged the glory of the true God for substitute gods that he 

himself made.  He exchanged glory for shame, incorruption for corruption, truth for lies.” ~ 

Warren Wiersbe 

36. Vv24-32.  The consequence of idolatry is the moral disintegration of society.  Idolatry leads 

directly to moral confusion.  There is only one step from idolatry to immorality, impurity, 

uncleanness.  Why?  Because we are fallen worshipers, but without God’s natural law 

guiding and restraining us, we will give ourselves to our passions without restraint.  The 

three stages of the downward spiral of pagan depravity are sexual impurity, depraved 

thinking, and antisocial behavior.  Sin begets sin. 

37. Vv24-32. Application: The lesson is to avoid the first step!  Give God your Creator his 

rightful glory, honor, and thanks.  By God’s grace keep yourself from idols and cling to the 



Romans 1:18-32 Brian M. Sandifer 

Heritage Presbyterian Church 17 4/30/2017 

Lord and his will for your life as revealed in Scripture.  Be who you were meant to be, one 

who is made in his glorious and wonder image and likeness! 

38. Vv24-27.  Do not miss this.  The Bible clearly teaches that God because of their exchanging 

of the true of God for a lie, God has handed over people to unnatural sins such as idolatry and 

sexual immorality (particularly homosexuality).  Just as illicit sex degrades people’s 

humanity, marital sex (as God designed and intended) ennobles it.   In this passage, 

homosexual passions and actions are a result of God giving people who have rejected his 

natural revelation over to these unnatural passions which are a particularly evident example 

of the Gentiles’ rejection of God.  Homosexual actions are against God’s natural law, and 

therefore are a breaking of that revealed law intended to regular the moral behavior of all 

people.  This is not surprising when you consider that God made us—male and female—in 

his image.  A rebellion against the image and likeness of God will necessarily and inevitably 

undermine the natural sexual relationship between male and female.  That is why, 

historically, thoroughly pagan cultures have almost always celebrated homosexuality as a 

higher religious ideal than heterosexuality.  Peter Jones notes this tendency is a reflection of a 

pagan society’s rejection of Twoism in favor of Oneism.  In other words, homosexuality as an 

alternative sexual activity to heterosexuality better represents and reflects the pagan spiritual 

worldview. 

39. V24. NET sn Possibly an allusion to Ps 81:12. 

40. V24. In light of this exchange transacted by humans of God for idols, God actively “gave 

them over” (i.e., handed them over, consigned them) to their own particular sinful desires, to 

their own confusions to allow their chosen immoralities to rule them.  In other words, God let 

their chosen sin run its course as an act of judgment.  This is the first of three times the 

passage says “God gave them up” (cf. vv. 24, 26, 28).  God did the same to Israel (Ps 81:12).  

In every instance God gives them up as a just and deserved punishment for their idolatry—a 

refusal to make God the lord and center of their lives, even of all existence.  The nature of 

this idolatry is to exalt the creature over the Creator.  Note consequential sin follows on 

idolatrous sin.  He handed the people over to the sinful consequences of their sin (removing 

his gracious and merciful restraints on our rebellious nature and our sin) and to sexual 

immorality so they might degrade their bodies with one another.  This didn’t just happen 

once in the past, but continues to happen in every generation of humanity.  According to the 

OT pattern (and the pattern of Jewish condemnations of Gentile immorality), sin’s 

consequences of turning away from God are seen particularly clearly in sexual sins.  This is 

why Paul singles out these kinds of sins.  But he also addresses sexual sins because all other 

sins are “outside” the body, but sexual immorality is a sin against one’s own body and 

therefore more lethally strikes at our divine image and likeness (1 Cor 6:12-20).  Considering 

this verse it is no wonder how Gentile nations that clearly saw God in the light of nature 

could fall into such perverse behavior that is opposed to the clearly revealed will of God. 

41. V24. Doctrine: WCF 5:6.  As for those wicked and ungodly men whom God, as a righteous 

judge, for former sins, doth blind and harden, from them He not only withholdeth His grace, 

whereby they might have been enlightened in their understandings, and wrought upon in their 

hearts; but sometimes also withdraweth the gifts which they had, and exposeth them to such 

objects as their corruption makes occasions of sin; and, withal, gives them over to their own 
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lusts, the temptations of the world, and the power of Satan, whereby it comes to pass that 

they harden themselves, even under those means which God useth for the softening of others. 

42. Vv25-26. Doctrine: Cf. WCF 21.2; WLC 105, 109; WSC 47. 

43. V25. When people exchange the truth about God for a lie, they don’t become atheists, but 

rather idolaters.  They continue to be religious by worshiping (adore, revere) and serving 

(render cultic service to) the creature (created things) rather than the Creator.  A very succinct 

way of describing the fundamental human sin, which is idolatry.  By characterizing the 

exchange for true worship for false worship, Paul implies that other religions are not alternate 

paths to God.  Other religions are false because they are idolatrous—they exchange ideas 

about the true God in order to exalt and glorify created things instead.  This is most 

unfortunate because the Creator is God who is to be forever praised.  All of God’s redeemed 

people say Amen! 

44. V25. Application: Notice that people don’t all believe the same lies.  Individuals tend to 

believe the lies that reinforce their own selfish, personal beliefs.  We call this confirmation 

bias.  How can be combat the lies we are prone to believe?  By being very careful about the 

input you allow into your life that form your beliefs.  You know the saying, “You are what 

you eat”?  Well, that is true in the same way about for the kinds of beliefs you expose 

yourself to.  For the kinds of practices you make your regular habits.  For the kinds of people 

you make your close relationships.  Be careful who and what you allow to form your 

opinions and character.  The godless world system is eager to give you a steady diet of 

material to personally stroke your preferred idols.  Since the Bible is the only standard of 

God’s truth, evaluate all other opinions according to its teachings. 

45. Vv26-27. Wanting what is detestable.  Paul echoes the OT, the Diaspora Jewish tradition, 

Greek philosophers, and natural revelation in categorizing all homosexual relationships as 

sinful.  In the OT, Genesis 1-2 is the divine paradigm for human sexual relationships to be 

fruitful, multiply, fill the earth and subdue it.  Nowhere does the Bible excuse, tolerate, or 

promote any of the various homosexual actions people engage in.  Homosexuality is strictly 

forbidden in the Bible as a violation of God’s revealed creative intention for men and women 

(Gen 19:1-28; Lev 18:22; 20:13; Dt 23:17-18; 1 Cor 6:9).  It is an obvious rebellion against 

God’s order for and rule over creation. Because these passions are against nature (not the 

“natural” sexual orientation of a particular person constituted homosexual; there is no hint of 

this interpretation in the text or in the way Greco-Roman or Jewish culture understood 

sexuality) they are physically and spiritually devastating.  Homosexual acts were frequently 

associated with pagan and apostate worship (e.g., male cult prostitution), therefore it was a 

sign of departure from the Lord (1 Kgs 14:24).  It was even practiced in the LORD’s temple 

until King Josiah’s religious reforms (2 Kgs 23:7)!  For example, some argue that here Paul 

is condemning pederasty (male adult sexual conduct with boys).  But the text couldn’t be 

clearer.  The shameful, unnatural lusts manifest them in homosexual behavior between 

female and female (including women and girls), and male and male (including men and 

boys).  The homosexual sins are being committed by not only men and women, but also boys 

and girls.  So there is no justification for the belief the Bible only prohibits abusive 

homosexual relationships. 
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46. Vv26-27.  When people say that adult consent is the only requirement to make a sexual 

relationship worthy of acceptance and celebration, don’t believe it.  People get hurt when 

God’s design for sexual intimacy (which is sexual within the covenantal bounds of a male-

female marriage) is not followed.  The idea that consenting adults are not hurting anyone is a 

lie.  People vigilantly suppress any evidence to the contrary, but there is no getting around the 

consequences of sin.  They often appear in the short run and always appear in the long run.  

Sexual immorality always hurts individuals, families, communities, and whole societies.  

How ironic that people who corrupt God’s revealed natural design for sexual relations by 

worshiping Sex instead of the Creator of sex, in the end distort, corrupt, and destroy the very 

thing they claim to value. 

47. V26. Once people distort the image of God through idolatry (Rom 1:23), then proceed to 

subsequently distort the image of male and female in themselves through unnatural sexual 

misconduct.  In this verse Paul again follows the OT pattern and Jewish tradition in singling 

out lesbian practices as an especially clear bodily example of human sinfulness (Gen 19:1-

28; Lev 18:22; 20:13; Dt 23:17-18; cf. in the apocryphal Wisdom of Solomon 13-14, 

especially 14:24-31, and in the OT pseudepigrapha Sibylline Oracles 3.594-600.)  The Bible 

calls these homosexual relations “shameful lusts” because they are a perverse violation of 

basic sexual morality.    Note that homosexuality appeared in many contexts in ancient 

Gentile cultures, but its prevalence did nothing to excuse its unnaturalness and immorality.  

The Bible uniformly and unflaggingly views all homosexual acts as violations of the natural 

moral order of creation (Lev 18:22).  They are the result of God giving people over to their 

sinful idolatry in exchanging the truth of God for a lie.  Then the Apostle Paul describes what 

he means by shameful lusts, first by the example of women, and secondly of men.  First, 

women exchanged natural sexual relations for “unnatural one” (i.e., those sexual relations 

that are against nature—the natural design of sexuality).  Nature refers to the created world as 

God designed it and intends it to be.  Remember that God made human beings in the 

beginning male and female (Gen 1:27; 5:2; cf. Gen 2:24).  In creating them in 

complementary sexes, God revealed his intentions for natural human relations. 

48. V27. Next Paul turns to a description of shameful lusts committed by men that are in the 

same way as the women described in v. 26.  Jewish people commonly believed that most 

Gentile men were sexually immoral, and Jews considered homosexuality to be an exclusively 

pagan and Gentile vice (Lev 18:3, 24; 20:23).  His point is to illustrate his point about the 

unnaturalness of idolatry.  Even the Greek philosophers Plato and Aristotle deduced from 

natural revelation that homosexual relations are unnatural, but Greek (and Roman—and 

Egyptian and Canaanite for that matter) society still commonly engaged in homosexual 

activity.  They had standards but did not live up to them.  Just as idolatry is unnatural and 

leads to shameful worship (bowing to a creature rather than the Creator), so also is 

homosexuality unnatural and leads to shameful use of the body which God created for natural 

male-female sexual relations.  The men abandoned (i.e., exchanged) natural sexual relations 

with women because they burned with passion (became inflamed) for other men.  And when 

the men committed these shameful acts with each other, the Bible says they received the due 

penalty for their error.  The judgment of God can take many different forms, but the ultimate 

consequence is spiritual death (Rom 1:32).  So according to God’s word, it is not just the act 

that is shameful, but also the heart’s passion (the disordered desire).  Of course the action is 

always the birth of the heart’s desire, so we can say it is better to have SSA but not to act on 
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it.  The point is that sinful desires, even if not acted upon, still must be repented of and 

crucified in the power of the Spirit. 

49. V27. For some this teaching on homosexuality sounds like a particularly harsh, 

unenlightened, even homophobic judgment by God and his Apostle Paul.  But that sentiment 

is a reflection of late modern culture’s approval and even celebration of all things LGBT.  

From a natural, rational, and most of all biblical perspective, when human beings turn from 

God’s intention for them, it is only appropriate that they become the subjects of God’s 

judgment and wrath.  He is the Creator, we are his creatures.  He has revealed himself to us 

and we have understood.  But when we turn from God to idols, our God-given wisdom leaves 

us and we become fools, and our natural affections leave us and we become darkened in our 

hearts.  God’s judgment and wrath can take many different forms depending on the 

appropriate and proportional response of God to our sin, but note the final consequences of 

all sin is death (Rom 1:32).  Death is the final installment of the wrath of God (Rom 1:18).  

Those consequences include degrading the body (Rom 1:24), disintegration of what is truly 

natural (Rom 1:26), and enslavement to uncontrollable passions (Rom 1:27).  The “due 

penalty” could refer to homosexuality itself as the consequences of idolatry, but it may also 

refer to some additional negative consequences received—such as some form of spiritual, 

emotional, or physical blight.  The main views of this due penalty are (1) eternal punishment, 

(2) physical debility follow debauchery, (3) sexually transmitted disease/infection, and (4) 

the same-sex practice itself.  Most commentators favor the fourth option.  Whatever the 

penalty is referring to, it is “due” meaning it is an appropriately just consequence to the 

wrong committed. 

50. V27. Quotation: “Whether one makes the observation lightheartedly or in all seriousness, one 

must observe that, when the male body unites for procreation with the female, the pleasure 

that goes along with this is understood to be in accordance with nature, but that when male 

joins with male, or female with female, it is outside the bounds of nature.  This outrage was 

first done by people whose desire for pleasure was without self-control.” ~ Plato, Laws, 636c, 

cited in NIV Archaeological Study Bible, 1837. 

51. V27. Quotation: “The affection between man and a woman…happen according to nature…” 

~ Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, cited in Paul Barnett, Romans, 47 

52. V27. Quotation: “A person’s sexual orientation, whether heterosexual or homosexual is not 

the point at issue.  What matters is what a person does with his sexuality!  According to the 

plain teaching of Scripture sexual intercourse was intended for a husband and his wife, for no 

one else!...All else is ‘contrary to God’s will.’  It is in conflict with the Creator’s intention.” ~ 

William Hendriksen, Romans, 78 

53. V27. Application: Despite our culture’s full-court press on everyone to celebrate 

homosexuality, we must not demonize those who struggle with same-sex attraction (SSA).  

Recall that Paul does not single out the sin of homosexual practice as the most heinous sin, 

but rather for the purpose of choosing a sin that obviously violates God’s natural created 

order.  As the church in the global West begins to devote considerable attention to this topic, 

Christians are discovering that many people in our circles of friends, and in our families and 

churches experience SSA and desperately want help to fight their sexual temptations.  
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Christians and church leaders are coming out of the darkness of secrecy to bring their 

struggles to the light of Christ.  Christian ministries and counselors are faithfully serving 

believers coming to them for help in the battle against unnatural thoughts and actions.  The 

world wants to hide, suppress, and persecute those who offer help, who testify there is 

freedom in Christ to live according to his image and likeness.  Ministries like Harvest USA 

help sexual strugglers in Jesus’ name.  Their clientele is growing faster than they can meet 

needs.  If you or someone you know struggles with SSA, there is help available.  Don’t keep 

your secret in the dark where temptation will have its way with you.  The Church recognizes 

that Christians who endure SSA suffer by bearing a heavy cross.  These are invited to a life of 

cross-bearing chastity, just as all Christians must live, by pursuing self-denial, prayer, 

fellowship, and the sustaining grace of Christ.  His grace is sufficient for every kind of battle 

against temptation.  And a significant portion of that grace is received through loving 

friendships in the Church.  Many former homosexuals find Christ’s grace in the church to 

flee their temptations, turn from their sin, and live godly lives, either in heterosexual 

marriage or celibacy (1 Cor 6:9-11).  Like former substance abusers, many recognize they are 

weak and prone to relapse, so they rely on God’s sustaining grace to live one day at a time, 

trust God to keep them from temptation, and to support and deliver them when tempted (2 

Cor 12:9-10). 

54. V28. Unable to think rightly.  A pun in the text (evd o ki,m a sa n | a vd o ,ki m o n): Because they did not 

“see fit” to acknowledge God, he gave them up to an “unfit” mind (cf. Jer 2:5).  They behave 

against what fits together.  Sin affects our actions and even our thoughts!  Having explained 

God’s wrath manifested in the bodies of idolaters, Paul now turns to the way God’s wrath is 

manifested in idolater’s minds and hearts.  Why does Paul make this transition?  Because 

human sin is not confined to sexual sin.  Homosexual conduct is a point, an illustration, in 

Paul’s larger argument.  It is not the main point, just a point.  Now he makes another point by 

cataloging a long list of evils that are common to humanity as a result of turning away from 

God toward idolatry.  The mindful intent precedes the act (Mk 7:20-23).  People did not think 

it worthwhile to retain God in their thinking.  They discredited and disallowed the knowledge 

of God in their thinking and reasoning.  Sin produces a certain disdain for God’s moral law.  

When a person unapologetically disdains God like this he risks God abandoning him to a 

spirit of licentiousness (Rom 1:29-31).  And so God gave them over to the inevitable effects 

of this depraved mind.  Having a mind that no longer thinks properly is a serious 

consequence of turning away from God.  This kind of thinking is foolish, unsound, not 

aligned with God’s thoughts.  What a terrible consequence to not be able to use your mind as 

God intended!  There is a word-play here.  People chose not to “approve” of God, so he 

condemned to have an “unapproved” mind.  What does Paul mean by “unapproved”?  A 

worthless way of thinking that does not conform to God’s revealed purposes and values.  A 

person with an unapproved mind will less and less reflect the image of God, and more and 

more the image of his chosen idol.  After this verse Paul lists many forms of human sin 

which are the product of a depraved mind that has given up the knowledge of God.  These 

sins are rooted in the depraved and sinful human mind.  Note that if a person is to be rescued 

from a depraved and sinful mind, he must have a renewed mind by the Holy Spirit (Rom 

12:2). 

55. Vv29-31.  The Amplified Bible (AMP): 29 until they were filled (permeated, saturated) with 

every kind of unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, 
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malice and mean-spiritedness. They are gossips [spreading rumors], 30 slanderers, haters of 

God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors [of new forms] of evil, disobedient and 

disrespectful to parents, 31 without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful 

[without pity]. 

56. Vv29-31.  Vice lists were common devices in Paul’s day to illustrate not the full scope but 

the expanse of sin (Cf. Mt 15:19; Gal 5:19-21; Col 3:5, 8; 1 Tim 1:9-10; 6:4; 2 Tim 3:2-4; Tit 

3:3; 1 Pet 2:1; 4:3).  A close examination of the vice list (along with the sins in the rest of 

Rom 1:18-32) reveals attention to the breaking of every one of the Ten Commandments.  

There is no ranking of sins in this list (murder is next to envy).  But there may be a logical 

arrangement.  The first sentence lists a few general terms for sins.  The second sentence 

contains basic relational sins.  The third sentence is a catch-all list of sinful conduct.  The 

point is that everyone can readily find themselves in this list of vices.  No one can escape 

God’s verdict by arguing he is innocent of the “major sin” of idolatry and sexual impurity.  

One may interpret this list as examples of dislocated or unfitted social (i.e., antisocial) 

behavior.  When moral standards rooted in natural revelation disappear, society will soon 

disintegrate. As with all vice lists, one may find God’s moral requirements for humanity by 

uncovering each vice’s opposite virtue. 

57. V29. All the sins that people manifest because of their depraved thinking are not described as 

corners of a person’s life.  We are not basically good who sometimes do bad things.  No, 

people are “filled with all manner of” the sins lists in verses 29-31.  What are these sins listed 

in verse 29?  Unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice, envy, strife, deceit, maliciousness, 

and gossip (secretly vilifying another’s character). 

58. V30. The sins listed in this verse are slander (openly vilifying another’s character), God-

hating, insolent, haughty, boastful, evil-inventing, and disobedience to parents. 

59. V31. The sins listed in this verse are foolishness, faithlessness, heartlessness, ruthlessness 

(i.e., without brains, honor, love, or pity).  The striking thing about this long list is that, 

grammatically, when we get to verse 31 the list actually does not describe sins as objects, but 

people as subjects.  In other words, the words are identifiers of what idolaters become.  

Although we were created in the image and likeness of God, through our own idolatry we 

have exchanged God’s image and likeness for new identities.  While this exchange may have 

looked like a good deal for us at the time, it turned out to transform us into moral monsters.  

Rather than imaging God’s truth, beauty, and goodness, idolatry ends up recreating us in a 

new image: in lies, ugliness, and moral wretchedness. 

60. V32. NET sn "Vice lists" like vv. 28–32 can be found elsewhere in the NT in Matt 15:19; Gal 5:19–

21; 1 Tim 1:9–10; and 1 Pet 4:3. An example from the intertestamental period can be found in Wis 
14:25–26. 

61. V32. This passage began with the knowledge and understanding of God’s natural revelation 

of himself to human beings.  Now it concludes with another form of knowledge.  Here Paul 

highlights the moral knowledge that people possess.  They do not generally sin in innocent 

ignorance.  They know about God’s standard of morality in instinctive and reflective ways, 

and that people deserve condemnation when they transgress God’s righteous decree (right 

verdict).  Every person by design has an internal moral sense that testifies to their conscience 
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that certain acts deserve God’s moral judgment and his wrath leading ultimately to death.  

But when disdain for God’s righteous standard continues without repentance of mind, heart, 

and body, then the threat of divine judgment ceases to function as a restraint.  As long as God 

withholds some of his wrath upon people for their sin, it spurs further rebellion.  So they spur 

on sin in others by encouraging and praising the sin in others.  Here is the crowning tragedy 

this passage concludes with: even though people know what is wrong in the sight of God, 

they still do what they know to be wrong and also approve of those who do the same!  Why 

would they do this?  When people give approval and applause for the sins of others, it makes 

them feel approved of their own sin and the evil course they have taken.  When you think 

about it, what better description of rebellion against God is there?  The extreme sin is 

applauding rather than regretting the sins of others.  Approving of sins of others that you are 

not particularly oriented to yourself is in some ways worse than committing those sins 

yourself (Jas 3:1).  Encouraging others in sin reveals the extent of a person’s rebellion against 

God’s righteous rule. 

62. V32. Application: So be vigilant and aware how your culture, your peers, and even your 

teachers are catechizing you to approve of.  It is a great sin to approve and celebrate what 

God calls sin.  Being a tolerant progressive, or priding yourself on being “woke” (slang for 

morally enlightened) is perhaps a greater sin that engaging in the very sin you abstain from 

but nevertheless approve.  This means that the commonplace practice of “liking” social 

media posts to encourage idolatry, sexual impurity, or antisocial behavior is not a 

“respectable sin” in God’s eyes.  He sees you participating in rebellion and leading others 

who may be on the fence into those very sins.  It’s a very big problem to God, and everybody, 

especially Christians should be careful what and who you tacitly approve.  This toleration 

and celebration of sin in others characterizes every single human being to some degree, but 

here Paul emphasizes that it is particularly true of Gentile, pagan nations throughout history.  

As a formerly Christianized culture becomes less so, rejecting the light of God in Christ, 

these sinful tendency will become more clearly manifest in those who exchange the truth of 

God for a lie.  Idols are grotesque, and idolaters in the end image what they worship. 

63. V32. People are aware of God’s death penalty.  Most people know instinctively when they 

have done wrong—but many don’t care.  Why?  For the freedom to indulge their desires now.  

For the fun of flaunting God’s law, their community’s moral standards, common sense, or 

their own moral compass.  Deep down they know sin is wrong and that it deserves death.  

Some people are even willing to risk death for immediate gratification or the freedom from 

restraint.  This is the insanity of sin. 

64. V32. Quotation: “To be pleased with other people’s sins is to love sin for sin’s sake: it is 

joining in a confederacy for the devil’s kingdom.” ~ Matthew Henry, Commentary in One 

Volume, pg. 1756 

65. V32. Quotation: “See what wickedness there is in the nature of man.  How much are we 

beholden to the restraining grace of God!  For, were it not for this, man, who was made a but 

little lower than the angels, would make himself a great deal lower than the devils.” ~ 

Matthew Henry, Commentary in One Volume, pg. 1756 
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66. V32. Quotation: “The crimes here mentioned were not of rare occurrence.  The heathen were 

filled with them.  They not only abounded, but in many cases were palliated and even 

justified.  Dark as the picture here drawn is, it is not so dark as that presented by the most 

distinguished Greek and Latin authors, of their own countrymen.  Commentators have 

collected a fearful array of passages from the ancient writers, which more than sustain the 

account given by the apostle.” ~ Charles Hodge, Romans, 43 
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8 Sermon References 

“Our wisdom, in so far as it ought to be deemed true and solid Wisdom, 
consists almost entirely of two parts: the knowledge of God and of 
ourselves. But as these are connected together by many ties, it is not easy 
to determine which of the two precedes and gives birth to the other.” ~ 
John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, Book 1, page 1 

WSC 47  What is forbidden in the first commandment? A. The first 
commandment forbids the denying, or not worshipping and glorifying the 
true God as God, and our God; and the giving of that worship and glory to 
any other, which is due to him alone. 

WSC 51  What is forbidden in the second commandment? A. The second 
commandment forbids the worshipping of God by images, or any other way 
not appointed in his word. 

John 3:16-21  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.  17 For 
God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through him.  18 Whoever believes in him is 
not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, 
because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.  19 And 
this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the 
darkness rather than the light because their works were evil.  20 For 
everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the 
light, lest his works should be exposed.  21 But whoever does what is true 
comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works have been 
carried out in God. 
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• Words of Christ ordaining this institution (Mt 26:26-30; Mk 14:22-25; Lk 22:15-20; 1 Cor 11:23-32) 

• Sometimes people wonder what the “image and likeness” of Jesus looked like.  We can be certain from reading 

the Bible that his core identity was in his unique makeup: one person with both a fully divine and fully human 

nature.  But we can’t tell from the Bible or outside history what he looked like as a human being walking the 

earth.  We know he is a man, not a woman.  And we know he is a Jew.  But apart from those details we know very 

little.  That is not only OK, but it is also the way God wanted it for us.  There are no photographs or paintings of 

Jesus because God wants us to look at something different as his divinely-approved image of his Son. 

• The sacramental meal that we call the Lord’s Supper is that image of Christ we are to look to.  Why?  Because no 

matter what angle or perspective you look at it, the bread and the cup always point to the gospel.  Do you 

understand that the gospel is not just the good news about Jesus?  The gospel is Jesus!  He is the good news of 

God given to us in the same image and likeness in which we are created.  Whereas we are the copy, he is the 

original.  And so when we look at the elements Jesus gave us in this meal, we are looking by faith and in the spirit 

at Jesus who embodies the gospel. 

• The Lord’s Supper reveals Jesus Christ because it explains the gospel in sacramental form.  This bread represents 

Christ’s body on the cross, broken for you.  The cup represents Christ’s blood shed for you on the cross, spilled on 

that altar for the forgiveness of sins.  But they are not mere physical reminders.  As sacramental elements they are 

holy signs and seals.  Therefore if you receive them by faith in Jesus, taking them into yourself as your core 

identity—a sinner in desperate need of Christ’s sacrifice for your sins—God will give you to his son Jesus Christ 

and also give you all the eternal benefits that accompany being a Christian. 

• If you are one of God’s baptized children, having confessed your faith publicly, living a life of confession and 

repentance, and a member of any church where the gospel of Jesus is faithfully preached, then I welcome and 

encourage you to come to the Lord’s table.  Come and receive him as you step into your God-given identity. 

• Brief exhortation and fence the table (not baptized, not publically confessed the faith, not under the care and 

government of a particular branch of Christ’s Church) do not take the bread and wine, but instead take Christ—

recover the truth you know about God and yourself, repent of the ways you exchange that truth for a cheap 

counterfeit, and return to the one who made you in his image and likeness for his glory. 

• Invitation to silent prayer for preparation (confess sin, acknowledge God’s love for you) 

• After allowing time for elders to come forward, close the silent prayer time with a brief prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And as they were eating, he took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to 

them, and said, “Take; this is my body.” (Mark 14:22) 
o Reminder to hold the bread and eat together as a body since the one loaf represents Christ’s unified body. 

• Optional: read a scripture (2 Corinthians 4:6-7) 

And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, and they all 

drank of it. And he said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant, which is 

poured out for many. Truly, I say to you, I will not drink again of the fruit of the 

vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.” (Mark 14:23-25) 
o Reminder to drink from the cup as you are ready since Jesus shed his blood to save you. 




