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John 4:1-30, 39-42 “Worship and Sanctuary” April 23, 2017 

OT Lesson: Ezekiel 37:15-28  Brian M. Sandifer 

Jesus seeks true worshipers by breaking every kind of social and spiritual barrier, redeeming worshipers 

who are eternally satisfied in him and who joyfully share their satisfaction. You cannot help being a 

worshiper who spiritually thirsts. Only Jesus can quench that thirst forever, so drink of him. 

Introduction – When it comes to life’s big topics, there’s no better place to start than the primary cause 

of our deep desires. God tells us that cause is our unending need for worship and sanctuary. 

Background – Jews and Samaritans hated and rejected each other. Samaritans were descendants of the 

ten northern tribes of Israel who intermarried with foreign pagans. But for several historical and 

theological reasons (which the Bible does not affirm), from their perspective Samaritans were the true 

worshipers and Jews were imposters. On the other end, the Jews had their own reasons justifying their 

hatred of their racial half-brothers. Both religious groups excommunicated each other and avoided any 

intimate contact with the enemy. Such hatred led to a customary geographic segregation. 

I. Our Compulsion to Worship 

A. Jesus “had to” pass through Samaria (vv. 1-6) 

Why did Jesus “have to” go through Samaria (the region, not just the city)? Logically, it was the most 

direct route between Judea and his destination in Galilee. But spiritually speaking, going to spread the 

gospel to a people group who have not yet been introduced to Jesus is part of God’s commission for 

him. “Had to” is literally “it is necessary” which is a Greek word that always indicates divine 

necessity or requirement elsewhere in John (3:7, 14, 30; 9:4; 10:16; 12:34; 20:9). Jesus is compelled 

to take a certain road because mission is directing him, not geography. His travel itinerary is 

controlled by obeying his heavenly Father. For Jesus, even where he walks is an act of worship. 

B. The Samaritan woman’s first question for a prophet (vv. 19-20) 

1. An immoral woman, an outsider in every way, is compelled to worship. But not at first. See 

how Jesus gently leads her to feel the desire to worship. First, he stirs her hopes by using words 

that can have two meanings. “Living water” contrasts with still water. But living water can also 

refer to the grace of God that eternally satisfies. Jesus speaks of this kind of living water, helping 

her move from thinking of the physical to the spiritual, which he knows she doesn’t have but 

desperately needs (Jer 2:13). Second, in a sense he puts his finger on what she “worships” instead 

of God. He’s not changing the subject, but helping her identify and evaluate her “broken 

cistern”—the thing she has put her hope and trust in that is not satisfying. 

2. Once she is convicted of her particular broken cistern (having a man) and understands Jesus 

has prophetic insight into her life, she wakes up to her spiritual need. And then her first question 

is about worship. Who are the true worshipers and where is the true place to worship and offer 

sacrifices? Where to worship was the big question because the stakes were high for a Samaritan 

who desired to rightly worship the LORD. They were unwelcome at the Jerusalem temple, so if 

the Jews were correct about the proper worship place, then Samaritans are spiritual outcasts. She 

is excluded from truly worshiping God.  

II. Our Corruption of Worship 

A. Idolizing your past: cultural pride (vv. 7-12) 

Look how the Samaritan woman does this. (1) She elevates her own ancestors while demonizing 

other races. But for her, it’s not merely her ethnicity that is superior, it’s the ideals her people stand 
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for. This is a sophisticated way racists justify their cultural pride. Not only that, she also (2) adopts as 

inherently right her own traditions and social prejudices. While Jesus is ready to break down the 

barriers of traditions and taboos that prevent him from having a conversation with her about living 

water, she persists with excuses why she can’t help Jesus. Why? Because (3) the inherited religion 

that grips her heart and mind prevents her from seeing how the Samaritans are wrong about worship. 

B. Trusting your judgment: selfish pride (vv. 15-18) 

1. This kind of pride is at play when the Bible says people “do what is right in their own eyes” 

(cf. Dt 12:8; Jdg 21:25; Prov 21:2). When Jesus begins speaking to her, she thinks she’s in 

control. She’s probably the kind of person who says, “I know what I’m doing, and I don’t need 

you.” And when Jesus starts talking about living water, this woman jumps at the opportunity to 

cut out of her schedule the daily trip to the well. 

2. There is another way to corrupt your worship by trusting your judgment. You can admit 

you’re worshiping a broken cistern—but tell yourself that God understands your decisions. We 

see this response when Jesus asks her to bring her husband. It’s possible she’s thinking Jesus is 

her next man. But Jesus doesn’t take the bait because he’s drawing her away from her corrupted 

form of worship (serial monogamy) to himself as the spiritual, eternal Bridegroom. 

III. Our Redemption for Worship 

A. Invigorated by living water (vv. 7, 10, 13-14) 

Do you long for the living waters of God’s grace welling up inside you in never-ending satisfaction? 

Gaze in wonder at the one who not only offers but also gives—he is thirsty! He experienced thirst so 

you can be quenched. Jesus redeems you by first awakening your soul’s thirst for true worship and 

then planting a wellspring of eternal life in you that will never run dry. How patient Jesus is to lead 

the ignorant and discontented to eternal life! Have you drunk deeply from Jesus’ living water? 

B. Renewed in spirit and truth (vv. 21-24) 

Do you long to worship the Father in spirit and truth? Look by faith at the one who knows God 

intimately—he can direct and energize your worship. Jesus redeems you by redirecting your heart to 

worship in spirit and truth—in other words, according to reality, and to the glory of the Triune God. 

How accepting Jesus is to clear the way for whosoever to believe and be redeemed for worship! God 

has removed the Jerusalem temple made with hands to clear the way for the final temple, the eternal 

dwelling place of God, who is Jesus. 

C. Revealed by the Messiah (vv. 25-30, 39-42) 

Who is this Jewish rabbi who promises living water, who reorients corrupted worshipers to worship 

in spirit and truth? The Samaritan woman learns one step at a time he is the Prophet and so much 

more. He is the long awaited Messiah. Jesus redeems as I AM (the LORD): the Anointed One of God 

who is the Savior of the world. How gracious Jesus is to reveal his identity so clearly, and to such a 

nobody as this immoral Samaritan woman! 

Conclusion – Your deep soul longing for worship—connecting to the God who is grander than anything 

or anyone else, and also nearer and more real that everything else—is according to the way you are 

designed. God planted that inside you so you would seek him, drink of Christ’s living water, and worship 

him knowing you are acceptable to him. Why? Because God sought you first. On the cross the Messiah 

and Savior of the world experienced the excruciating soul-thirst for his Father so that you could be filled 

full. He broke down all the barriers preventing your worship from being acceptable so that you might 

come near in spirit and truth. Come and drink. Come and worship. 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

Jn 4:1 ~Wj ou=n e;gnw o ̀VIhsou/j o[ti h;kousan oi ̀
Farisai/oi o[ti VIhsou/j plei,onaj maqhta.j 
poiei/ kai. bapti,zei h' VIwa,nnhj 

Now when Jesus learned that the 
Pharisees had heard that Jesus was 
making and baptizing more disciples 
than John 

VIhsou/j {C}  As between VIhsou/j and ku,rioj the 

Committee preferred the former. Had ku,rioj been 

present in the original text, it is unlikely that a scribe 
would have displaced it with VIhsou/j, which occurs 

twice in the following clauses. On the other hand, in 
accord with the increasing use of ku,rioj in 

reference to Jesus, and in order to relieve the 
clumsy style, more than one copyist may have 
smoothed the passage by changing the first instance 
of VIhsou/j to ku,rioj.  It has been conjectured that 

originally the verb e;gnw was without an expressed 

subject, and that subsequently some copyists 
inserted VIhsou/j and others ku,rioj. 

~ Metzger’s Textual Commentary on the NT 

 

NET tc Several early and important witnesses, along 
with the majority of later ones (î66c, 75 A B C L Ws Y 

083 ¦13 33 Û sa), have ku,rioj (kurios, "Lord") here 

instead of VIhsou/j (IeÒsous, "Jesus"). As significant as 

this external support is, the internal evidence seems 
to be on the side of VIhsou/j. "Jesus" is mentioned two 

more times in the first two verses of chapter four in a 
way that is stylistically awkward (so much so that the 
translation has substituted the pronoun for the first 
one; see tn note below). This seems to be sufficient 
reason to motivate scribes to change the wording to 
ku,rioj. Further, the reading VIhsou/j is not without 

decent support, though admittedly not as strong as 

that for ku,rioj (î66* a D Q 086 ¦1 565 1241 al lat 

bo). On the other hand, this Gospel speaks of Jesus 
as Lord in the evangelist's narrative descriptions 
elsewhere only in 11:2; 20:18, 20; 21:12; and 
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probably 6:23, preferring VIhsou/j most of the time. 

This fact could be used to argue that scribes, 
acquainted with John's style, changed ku,rioj to 

VIhsou/j. But the immediate context generally is 

weighed more heavily than an author's style. It is 
possible that neither word was in the original text 
and scribes supplied what they thought most 
appropriate (see TCGNT 176). But without ms 
evidence to this effect coupled with the harder 
reading VIhsou/j, this conjecture must remain doubtful. 

All in all, it is best to regard VIhsou/j as the original 

reading here. 

Jn 4:2 &kai,toige VIhsou/j auvto.j ouvk evba,ptizen 
avllV oì maqhtai. auvtou/& 

(although Jesus himself was not 
baptizing, but his disciples), 

 

Jn 4:3 avfh/ken th.n VIoudai,an kai. avph/lqen pa,lin 
eivj th.n Galilai,anÅ 

he left Judea and departed again to 
Galilee. 

 

Jn 4:4 :Edei de. auvto.n die,rcesqai dia. th/j 
Samarei,ajÅ 

But he had to pass through Samaria.  

Jn 4:5 e;rcetai ou=n eivj po,lin th/j Samarei,aj 
legome,nhn Suca.r plhsi,on tou/ cwri,ou o] 
e;dwken VIakw.b Îtw/|Ð VIwsh.f tw/| uiẁ/| auvtou/\ 

Now he came to a city of Samaria 
called Sychar, near the plot of land 
that Jacob had given to Joseph his 
son. 

 

Jn 4:6 h=n de. evkei/ phgh. tou/ VIakw,bÅ o ̀ou=n 
VIhsou/j kekopiakw.j evk th/j od̀oipori,aj 
evkaqe,zeto ou[twj evpi. th/| phgh/|\ w[ra h=n ẁj 
e[kthÅ 

Now the well of Jacob was there.  
Then Jesus, tired from the journey, 
simply sat down at the well.  It was 
about the sixth hour. 

The “sixth hour” is noon. 

Jn 4:7 e;rcetai gunh. evk th/j Samarei,aj avntlh/sai 
u[dwrÅ le,gei auvth/| o ̀VIhsou/j\ do,j moi pei/n\ 

A woman from Samaria came to 
draw water.  Jesus said to her, “Give 
me a drink.” 

 

Jn 4:8 oì ga.r maqhtai. auvtou/ avpelhlu,qeisan eivj 
th.n po,lin i[na trofa.j avgora,swsinÅ 

(For his disciples had departed into 
the city in order to buy food.) 

 

Jn 4:9 le,gei ou=n auvtw/| h ̀gunh. h ̀Samari/tij\ pw/j 
su. VIoudai/oj w'n parV evmou/ pei/n aivtei/j 
gunaiko.j Samari,tidoj ou;shjÈ ouv ga.r 
sugcrw/ntai VIoudai/oi Samari,taijÅ 

Then the woman, the Samaritan, 
said to him, “How is it that you, a 
Jew, ask from me, a woman, a 
Samaritan, to drink? (For Jews do 

NET tn Or "a Judean." Here BDAG 478 s.v. 

VIoudai,oj 2.a states, "Judean (with respect to birth, 

nationality, or cult)." The same term occurs in the 
plural later in this verse. In one sense "Judean" 
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not associate on friendly terms with 
Samaritans.) 

would work very well in the translation here, since 
the contrast is between residents of the two 
geographical regions. However, since in the context 
of this chapter the discussion soon becomes a 
religious rather than a territorial one (cf. vv. 19–26), 
the translation "Jew" has been retained here and in 
v. 22. 

Jn 4:10 avpekri,qh VIhsou/j kai. ei=pen auvth/|\ eiv h;|deij 
th.n dwrea.n tou/ qeou/ kai. ti,j evstin ò 
le,gwn soi\ do,j moi pei/n( su. a'n h;|thsaj 
auvto.n kai. e;dwken a;n soi u[dwr zw/nÅ 

Jesus answered and said to her, “If 
you knew the gift of God, and who it 
is that is saying to you, ‘Give to me 
to drink,’ you would have asked him 
and he would give you living water.” 

 

Jn 4:11 le,gei auvtw/| Îh ̀gunh,Ð\ ku,rie( ou;te a;ntlhma 
e;ceij kai. to. fre,ar evsti.n baqu,\ po,qen ou=n 
e;ceij to. u[dwr to. zw/nÈ 

The woman said to him, “Sir, you 
don’t have a bucket and the well is 
deep.  From where then do you get 
the living water? 

auvtw|/ @h ̀gunh,# {C}  It is difficult to decide whether h ̀
gunh, is a natural addition introduced by copyists in 

order to clarify the subject of le,gei (as evkei,nh was 

added in a*), or whether the absence of the words 

in two Alexandrian witnesses (î75 B), joined by two 

versional witnesses (syrs copach2), is the result of a 
pruning of the text of unnecessary words. In order to 
reflect the balance of possibilities, the words were 
retained in the text but enclosed within square 
brackets. 

~ Metzger’s Textual Commentary on the NT 

 

NET tn Or "Lord." The Greek term ku,rioj (kurios) 

means both "Sir" and "Lord." In this passage there is 
probably a gradual transition from one to the other 
as the woman's respect for Jesus grows throughout 
the conversation (4:11, 15, 19). 

 

NET tc † Two early and important Greek MSS along 
with two versional witnesses (î75 B sys ac2) lack h̀ 

gunh, (heÒ guneÒ, "the woman") here; a* has evkei,nh 

(ekeineÒ, "that one" or possibly "she") instead of h ̀
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gunh,. It is possible that no explicit subject was in the 

original text and scribes added either h ̀gunh, or 

evkei,nh to make the meaning clear. It is also possible 

that the archetype of î75 a B expunged the subject 

because it was not altogether necessary, with the 

scribe of a later adding the pronoun. However, h ̀

gunh, is not in doubt in any other introduction to the 

woman's words in this chapter (cf. vv. 9, 15, 17, 19, 
25), suggesting that intentional deletion was not the 
motive for the shorter reading in v. 11 (or else why 
would they delete the words only here?). Thus, the 

fact that virtually all witnesses (î66 a2 A C D L Ws Q 

Y 050 083 086 ¦1, 13 Û latt syc,p,h sa bo) have h` gunh, 

here may suggest that it is a motivated reading, 
conforming this verse to the rest of the pericope. 
Although a decision is difficult, it is probably best to 
regard the shorter reading as authentic. NA27 has h ̀

gunh, in brackets, indicating doubts as to their 

authenticity. For English stylistic reasons, the 
translation also includes "the woman" here. 

 

NET tn The word for "well" has now shifted to fre,ar 

(phrear, "cistern"); earlier in the passage it was phgh, 
(peÒgeÒ). 

Jn 4:12 mh. su. mei,zwn ei= tou/ patro.j hm̀w/n VIakw,b( 
o]j e;dwken hm̀i/n to. fre,ar kai. auvto.j evx 
auvtou/ e;pien kai. oi ̀uìoi. auvtou/ kai. ta. 
qre,mmata auvtou/È 

You are not greater than our father 
Jacob, are you, who gave us the well 
and drank from it himself, and his 
sons, and his cattle?” 

 

Jn 4:13 avpekri,qh VIhsou/j kai. ei=pen auvth/|\ pa/j ò 
pi,nwn evk tou/ u[datoj tou,tou diyh,sei 
pa,lin\ 

Jesus answered and said to her, “All 
who drink from this water will be 
thirsty again, 

 

Jn 4:14 o]j dV a'n pi,h| evk tou/ u[datoj ou- evgw. dw,sw 
auvtw/|( ouv mh. diyh,sei eivj to.n aivw/na( avlla. 
to. u[dwr o] dw,sw auvtw/| genh,setai evn auvtw/| 
phgh. u[datoj àllome,nou eivj zwh.n 

but whoever drinks from the water 
that I myself will give him will never 
thirst again.  But the water that I will 
give him will become in him a spring 

NET tn Grk "will never be thirsty forever." The 

possibility of a later thirst is emphatically denied. 
tn Or "well." "Fountain" is used as the translation for 
phgh, (peÒgeÒ) here since the idea is that of an 
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aivw,nionÅ of water welling up into eternal life.” artesian well that flows freely, but the term "artesian 
well" is not common in contemporary English. 

tn The verb al̀lome,nou (hallomenou) is used of quick 

movement (like jumping) on the part of living beings. 
This is the only instance of its being applied to the 
action of water. However, in the LXX it is used to 
describe the "Spirit of God" as it falls on Samson 
and Saul. See Judg 14:6, 19; 15:14; 1 Kgdms 10:2, 
10 LXX (= 1 Sam 10:6, 10 ET); and Isa 35:6 (note 
context). 

Jn 4:15 le,gei pro.j auvto.n h ̀gunh,\ ku,rie( do,j moi 
tou/to to. u[dwr( i[na mh. diyw/ mhde. 
die,rcwmai evnqa,de avntlei/nÅ 

The woman said to him, “Sir, give me 
this water, in order that I might not 
thirst and not come here to draw 
water.” 

 

Jn 4:16 le,gei auvth/|\ u[page fw,nhson to.n a;ndra 
sou kai. evlqe. evnqa,deÅ 

He said to her, “Depart to call your 
husband and come here.” 

 

Jn 4:17 avpekri,qh h ̀gunh. kai. ei=pen auvtw/|\ ouvk 
e;cw a;ndraÅ le,gei auvth/| o ̀VIhsou/j\ kalw/j 
ei=paj o[ti a;ndra ouvk e;cw\ 

The woman answered and said to 
him, “I have no husband.”  Jesus 
said to her, “You are right in saying, 
‘A husband I have not.’ 

NET tn The word order in Jesus' reply is reversed 
from the woman's original statement. The word 
"husband" in Jesus' reply is placed in an emphatic 
position. 

Jn 4:18 pe,nte ga.r a;ndraj e;scej kai. nu/n o]n e;ceij 
ouvk e;stin sou avnh,r\ tou/to avlhqe.j 
ei;rhkajÅ 

For you have had five husbands, and 
him you now have is not your 
husband.  This you have said is 
true.” 

 

Jn 4:19 le,gei auvtw/| h ̀gunh,\ ku,rie( qewrw/ o[ti 
profh,thj ei= su,Å 

The woman said to him, “Sir, I can 
see that you are a prophet. 

 

Jn 4:20 oì pate,rej h̀mw/n evn tw/| o;rei tou,tw| 
proseku,nhsan\ kai. um̀ei/j le,gete o[ti evn 
~Ierosolu,moij evsti.n o ̀to,poj o[pou 
proskunei/n dei/Å 

Our fathers worshiped on this 
mountain, but you [Jews] say that in 
Jerusalem is the place where it is 
necessary to worship.” 

 

Jn 4:21 le,gei auvth/| o ̀VIhsou/j\ pi,steue, moi( gu,nai( 
o[ti e;rcetai w[ra o[te ou;te evn tw/| o;rei 
tou,tw| ou;te evn ~Ierosolu,moij 
proskunh,sete tw/| patri,Å 

Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe 
me, that the hour is come when 
neither on this mountain nor in 
Jerusalem will you [Samaritans] 
worship the Father. 

“Believe me” can also be rendered “have faith in me” 

Jn 4:22 um̀ei/j proskunei/te o] ouvk oi;date\ h̀mei/j You [Samaritans] worship who you  
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proskunou/men o] oi;damen( o[ti h̀ swthri,a 
evk tw/n VIoudai,wn evsti,nÅ 

do not know; we [Jews] worship who 
we know, since salvation is from the 
Jews. 

Jn 4:23 avlla. e;rcetai w[ra kai. nu/n evstin( o[te oì 
avlhqinoi. proskunhtai. proskunh,sousin 
tw/| patri. evn pneu,mati kai. avlhqei,a|\ kai. 
ga.r o ̀path.r toiou,touj zhtei/ tou.j 
proskunou/ntaj auvto,nÅ 

But an hour is coming, and is now, 
when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth, 
for the Father seeks such to be his 
worshipers. 

 

Jn 4:24 pneu/ma ò qeo,j( kai. tou.j proskunou/ntaj 
auvto.n evn pneu,mati kai. avlhqei,a| dei/ 
proskunei/nÅ 

God is spirit, and it is necessary that 
his worshipers worship in spirit and 
truth.” 

 

Jn 4:25 le,gei auvtw/| h ̀gunh,\ oi=da o[ti Messi,aj 
e;rcetai ò lego,menoj cristo,j\ o[tan e;lqh| 
evkei/noj( avnaggelei/ hm̀i/n a[pantaÅ 

The woman said to him, “I know that 
Messiah is coming.” (He who is 
called Christ.)  “Whenever that one 
comes, he will declare to us all 
things.” 

NET tn Both Greek "Christ" and Hebrew and 
Aramaic "Messiah" mean "the one who has been 
anointed." 

Jn 4:26 le,gei auvth/| o ̀VIhsou/j\ evgw, eivmi( ò lalw/n 
soiÅ 

Jesus said to her, “I who speak to 
you am he.” 

 

Jn 4:27 Kai. evpi. tou,tw| h=lqan oi ̀maqhtai. auvtou/ 
kai. evqau,mazon o[ti meta. gunaiko.j evla,lei\ 
ouvdei.j me,ntoi ei=pen\ ti, zhtei/j h; ti, 
lalei/j metV auvth/jÈ 

And at this point his disciples came, 
and they marveled that he was 
speaking with a woman.  Yet no one 
said, “What do you seek? or “Why 
are you speaking with her?” 

 

Jn 4:28 avfh/ken ou=n th.n ud̀ri,an auvth/j h ̀gunh. kai. 
avph/lqen eivj th.n po,lin kai. le,gei toi/j 
avnqrw,poij\ 

Then the woman left her water jar 
and departed to the city and said to 
the people, 

NET tn The term a;nqrwpoi (anthroÒpoi) used here can 

mean either "people" (when used generically) or 
"men" (though there is a more specific term in Greek 
for adult males, anh,r [aneÒr]). Thus the woman could 

have been speaking either (1) to all the people or (2) 
to the male leaders of the city as their 
representatives. However, most recent English 
translations regard the former as more likely and 
render the word "people" here. 

Jn 4:29 deu/te i;dete a;nqrwpon o]j ei=pe,n moi pa,nta 
o[sa evpoi,hsa( mh,ti ou-to,j evstin ò cristo,jÈ 

“Come, see a man who told me all 
the things that I have done.  Could 
this man be the Christ?” 

NET tn The use of mh,ti (meÒti) normally presupposes 

a negative answer. This should not be taken as an 
indication that the woman did not believe, however. 
It may well be an example of "reverse psychology," 
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designed to gain a hearing for her testimony among 
those whose doubts about her background would 
obviate her claims. 

Jn 4:30 evxh/lqon evk th/j po,lewj kai. h;rconto pro.j 
auvto,nÅ 

They went out of the city and were 
coming to him. 

 

Jn 4:39 VEk de. th/j po,lewj evkei,nhj polloi. 
evpi,steusan eivj auvto.n tw/n Samaritw/n dia. 
to.n lo,gon th/j gunaiko.j marturou,shj o[ti 
ei=pe,n moi pa,nta a] evpoi,hsaÅ 

And many Samaritans from that city 
believed in him on account of the 
word of the woman testifying, “He 
told me all things that I have done.” 

“Believed in him” can also be rendered “had faith in 
him” 

Jn 4:40 ẁj ou=n h=lqon pro.j auvto.n oi ̀Samari/tai( 
hvrw,twn auvto.n mei/nai parV auvtoi/j\ kai. 
e;meinen evkei/ du,o hm̀e,rajÅ 

So when the Samaritans came to 
him, they asked him to stay in their 
presence, and he stayed there two 
days. 

 

Jn 4:41 kai. pollw/| plei,ouj evpi,steusan dia. to.n 
lo,gon auvtou/( 

And many more believed on account 
of his word. 

NET tn Or "and they believed much more." 

Jn 4:42 th/| te gunaiki. e;legon o[ti ouvke,ti dia. th.n 
sh.n lalia.n pisteu,omen( auvtoi. ga.r 
avkhko,amen kai. oi;damen o[ti ou-to,j evstin 
avlhqw/j o ̀swth.r tou/ ko,smouÅ 

Then they said to the woman, “It is 
no longer on account of your 
speaking that believe, for we 
ourselves had heard, and we know 
that this one is truly the savior of the 
world.” 

 

 



John 4:1-30, 39-42 Brian M. Sandifer 

Heritage Presbyterian Church 8 4/23/2017 

2 Exegetical Outline (verse summary) – John 4:1-30, 39-42 

V1. It happened that Jesus learned the Pharisees had heard he was making and baptizing more 

disciples than John the Baptist. 

V2. What the Pharisees heard about Jesus baptizing was not technically true, since it was his 

disciples who were performing the baptisms. 

V3. Thus Jesus left Judea and went again to Galilee. 

V4. Before going to Galilee from Judea, Jesus had to go through Samaria. 

V5. Jesus arrived at the city of Sychar in Samaria, near the plot of land Jacob the patriarch had 

given to Joseph his son. 

V6. Tired from the journey, Jesus sat down around noon at the well of Jacob. 

V7. When a Samaritan woman came to the well to draw water, Jesus asked her to give him a 

drink. 

V8. Jesus’ disciples were not with him because they went into the city to buy food. 

V9. Since Jews normally are not friendly with Samaritans, the woman asked Jesus why he (a 

Jew) was asking her (a Samaritan) for a drink. 

V10. Jesus told her that if she knew God’s gift and the identity of the one asking for a drink, she 

would have asked him for living water. 

V11. The woman politely replied that he didn’t have a bucket to draw water from this deep well, 

then asked him where he gets this living water. 

V12. Then the woman asked Jesus whether he is greater than her ancestor Jacob who gave this 

well to the Samaritans, and who drank from it himself along with his sons and cattle. 

V13. Jesus replied that all who drink of the water from Jacob’s well will be thirsty again. 

V14. Jesus explained to her that all who drink the water he gives will never be thirsty again 

because such water will become a spring of water in him welling up into eternal life. 

V15. The woman politely asked Jesus to give her this living water so she won’t be thirsty 

anymore and have to draw water from Jacob’s well. 

V16. Jesus instructed her to go back, call to her husband, and return here to the well. 

V17. When the woman explained that she had no husband, Jesus agreed she spoke truthfully 

when she denied having a husband. 
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V18. Jesus revealed he knew the woman had previously had five husbands in turn, and the man 

she had currently was not her husband, so her denial of having a husband is true. 

V19. Impressed, the woman exclaimed that she could see Jesus is a prophet. 

V20. The woman set the terms of her question to Jesus the prophet: since her ancestors worship 

here on Mount Gerizim and the Jews insist it is necessary to worship on Mount Zion, which 

place of worship is acceptable to God? 

V21. Jesus urged her to believe him that the time has come when neither here nor in Jerusalem 

will Samaritans worship the Father.  

V22. Jesus explained that since salvation is from the Jews, the Samaritans worship who they 

don’t know and Jews worship who they know. 

V23. However, the time is coming and has now arrived when true worshipers will worship the 

Father in spirit and truth, and these are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 

V24. Jesus explained that since God is spirit, is it necessary that his worshipers worship in spirit 

and truth. 

V25. The woman replied to Jesus she knew that the Messiah (the Christ) was coming, and that 

when he comes he will declare to the Samaritans all things. 

V26. Then Jesus claimed to her that the one speaking to her now is the Messiah. 

V27. At this point Jesus’ disciples returned from grocery shopping in town, and were astonished 

that Jesus was speaking to a woman, but none of them asked Jesus what he was seeking or why 

he spoke with her. 

V28. Then the woman left her water jar at the well and went into the city in order to speak to the 

people. 

V29. She urged them to come and see the man who told her all things she had ever done, 

proposing that this man could be the Christ. 

V30. So the people went out of the city of Sychar and were coming to Jesus. 

V39. Many people from Sychar believed in Jesus because of the woman’s testimony that he told 

her all things she had ever done. 

V40. So when the Samaritans came to Jesus, they pled with him to stay in the city with them, and 

so Jesus stayed two days. 

V41. As a result of Jesus staying with them, many more Samaritans believed in him because of 

his word. 
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V42. Then the Samaritan believers told the woman they had moved beyond trusting alone her 

testimony about Jesus because they had heard Jesus himself and now know he is the savior of the 

world. 
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3 Exegetical Outline (full) – John 4:1-30, 39-42 

I. The need for true worshipers: Jesus journeys through Sychar in order to reveal himself as 

the Messiah to the Samaritans (vv. 1-6). 

a. Jesus left Judea (the south) because there were many true worshipers in that place (vv. 

1-3). 

i. V1. It happened that Jesus learned the Pharisees had heard he was making and 

baptizing more disciples than John the Baptist. 

ii. V2. What the Pharisees heard about Jesus baptizing was not technically true, 

since it was his disciples who were performing the baptisms. 

iii. V3. Thus Jesus left Judea and went again to Galilee. 

b. Jesus headed to Galilee (the north) by way of Samaria because there were not many 

true worshipers in Samaria (vv. 4-6). 

i. V4. Before going to Galilee from Judea, Jesus had to go through Samaria. 

ii. V5. Jesus arrived at the city of Sychar in Samaria, near the plot of land Jacob 

the patriarch had given to Joseph his son. 

iii. V6. Tired from the journey, Jesus sat down around noon at the well of Jacob. 

II. The creation of a true worshiper: Jesus reveals himself as the Messiah to a Samaritan 

woman at the well of Jacob (vv. 7-27). 

a. Living water of eternal life promised by and through the Messiah (vv. 7-19). 

i. V7. When a Samaritan woman came to the well to draw water, Jesus asked her 

to give him a drink. 

ii. V8. Jesus’ disciples were not with him because they went into the city to buy 

food. 

iii. V9. Since Jews normally are not friendly with Samaritans, the woman asked 

Jesus why he (a Jew) was asking her (a Samaritan) for a drink. 

iv. V10. Jesus told her that if she knew God’s gift and the identity of the one 

asking for a drink, she would have asked him for living water. 

v. V11. The woman politely replied that he didn’t have a bucket to draw water 

from this deep well, then asked him where he gets this living water. 
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vi. V12. Then the woman asked Jesus whether he is greater than her ancestor 

Jacob who gave this well to the Samaritans, and who drank from it himself 

along with his sons and cattle. 

vii. V13. Jesus replied that all who drink of the water from Jacob’s well will be 

thirsty again. 

viii. V14. Jesus explained to her that all who drink the water he gives will never be 

thirsty again because such water will become a spring of water in him welling 

up into eternal life. 

ix. V15. The woman politely asked Jesus to give her this living water so she 

won’t be thirsty anymore and have to draw water from Jacob’s well. 

x. V16. Jesus instructed her to go back, call to her husband, and return here to 

the well. 

xi. V17. When the woman explained that she had no husband, Jesus agreed she 

spoke truthfully when she denied having a husband. 

xii. V18. Jesus revealed he knew the woman had previously had five husbands in 

turn, and the man she had currently was not her husband, so her denial of 

having a husband is true. 

xiii. V19. Impressed, the woman exclaimed that she could see Jesus is a prophet. 

b. True worship of the Father revealed by and through the Messiah (vv. 20-27). 

i. V20. The woman set the terms of her question to Jesus the prophet: since her 

ancestors worship here on Mount Gerizim and the Jews insist it is necessary to 

worship on Mount Zion, which place of worship is acceptable to God? 

ii. V21. Jesus urged her to believe him that the time has come when neither here 

nor in Jerusalem will Samaritans worship the Father. 

iii. V22. Jesus explained that since salvation is from the Jews, the Samaritans 

worship who they don’t know and Jews worship who they know. 

iv. V23. However, the time is coming and has now arrived when true worshipers 

will worship the Father in spirit and truth, and these are the kind of worshipers 

the Father seeks. 

v. V24. Jesus explained that since God is spirit, is it necessary that his 

worshipers worship in spirit and truth. 

vi. V25. The woman replied to Jesus she knew that the Messiah (the Christ) was 

coming, and that when he comes he will declare to the Samaritans all things. 



John 4:1-30, 39-42 Brian M. Sandifer 

Heritage Presbyterian Church 13 4/23/2017 

vii. V26. Then Jesus claimed to her that the one speaking to her now is the 

Messiah. 

viii. V27. At this point Jesus’ disciples returned from grocery shopping in town, 

and were astonished that Jesus was speaking to a woman, but none of them 

asked Jesus what he was seeking or why he spoke with her. 

III. The joy of true worshipers: Jesus reveals himself as the Messiah to the Samaritans (vv. 

28-30, 39-42). 

a. Come and see: the Samaritan woman as evangelist to her people (vv. 28-30). 

i. V28. Then the woman left her water jar at the well and went into the city in 

order to speak to the people. 

ii. V29. She urged them to come and see the man who told her all things she had 

ever done, proposing that this man could be the Christ. 

iii. V30. So the people went out of the city of Sychar and were coming to Jesus. 

b. We believe: many Samaritans receive Jesus as the savior of the world (vv. 39-42). 

i. V39. Many people from Sychar believed in Jesus because of the woman’s 

testimony that he told her all things she had ever done. 

ii. V40. So when the Samaritans came to Jesus, they pled with him to stay in the 

city with them, and so Jesus stayed two days. 

iii. V41. As a result of Jesus staying with them, many more Samaritans believed 

in him because of his word. 

iv. V42. Then the Samaritan believers told the woman they had moved beyond 

trusting alone her testimony about Jesus because they had heard Jesus himself 

and now know he is the savior of the world. 
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4 Exegetical Outline (abbreviated) – John 4:1-30, 39-42 

Exegetical Proposition: Jesus and his Father seek more true worshipers by venturing to Samaria 

where the gospel is unknown, creating a worshiper of a disreputable Samaritan woman at Jacob’s 

well, who finds such eternal satisfaction in Jesus as the Messiah that she eagerly seeks her fellow 

townspeople to also become true worshipers. 

I. The need for true worshipers: Jesus journeys through Sychar in order to reveal himself as 

the Messiah to the Samaritans (vv. 1-6). 

a. Jesus left Judea (the south) because there were many true worshipers in that place (vv. 

1-3). 

b. Jesus headed to Galilee (the north) by way of Samaria because there were not many 

true worshipers in Samaria (vv. 4-6). 

II. The creation of a true worshiper: Jesus reveals himself as the Messiah to a Samaritan 

woman at the well of Jacob (vv. 7-27). 

a. Living water of eternal life promised by and through the Messiah (vv. 7-19). 

b. True worship of the Father revealed by and through the Messiah (vv. 20-27). 

III. The joy of true worshipers: Jesus reveals himself as the Messiah to the Samaritans (vv. 

28-30, 39-42). 

a. Come and see: the Samaritan woman as evangelist to her people (vv. 28-30). 

b. We believe: many Samaritans receive Jesus as the savior of the world (vv. 39-42). 
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5 Theological Outline – John 4:1-30, 39-42 

Theological Proposition: Jesus and his Father seek more true worshipers by venturing to places 

where the gospel is unknown, creating worshipers who are eternally satisfied in Jesus and who 

seek others to share in their joyful satisfaction. 

I. The need for true worshipers: Jesus goes out of his way to seek the marginalized, the 

outcast, the hated, the “other”, revealing himself as the Christ of God in order to create 

more true worshipers (vv. 1-6). 

II. The creation of a true worshiper: Jesus reveals himself as the Christ of God in an 

intimate, personal, and tender way in order to creation true worshipers—one at a time 

(vv. 7-27).  

III. The joy of true worshipers: Jesus reveals himself as the Christ of God to whole 

communities through the joyful testimonies of individual worshipers who have personally 

encountered him (vv. 28-30, 39-42).  
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6 Notes on John 4:1-30, 39-42 

1. Possible OT Readings. 2 Chr 7:1-11; Ps 115:1-18; Ps 145:1-21; Ezek 37:15-28 

2. Children’s Sermon. Give each child a small cup with only a tiny amount of water inside 

(perhaps a spoonful).  Get excited as you offer them a drink of water.  Ask them why they 

aren’t so happy.  Because there is nothing in it!  Ah, but there is.  So their problem is that 

they are not satisfied.  Do you ever get thirsty?  What do you desire when you get really 

thirsty?  Water, juice, soda, milk.  Did you know that all of those drinks are mostly water?  

Your body needs water to feel good and even to survive.  That is the way God made you.  But 

the problem is that you can never drink so much water that you’ll never need to drink water 

again.  Right?  If you drink water until you’re not thirsty anymore, just wait.  You will be 

thirsty again.  And you’ll probably not need to wait very long either?  Does that ever happen 

to them in other ways?  Do you ever get really excited when your birthday is coming, and 

when the day finally comes you have your friends over for cake and ice cream, and you get 

presents too.  Birthdays sure are fun.  But what happens the next day?  If you are like I was 

when I was a kid, you think, “Oh no! It’s 364 days until my next birthday!  So long!”  You 

see, the feeling of joy and satisfaction goes away pretty quickly.  There is nothing in this life 

that can fully satisfy your desires.  Nothing can make you stop being thirsty for happiness, 

joy, and being full again.  Only God can satisfy your desire.  And the wonderful thing is that 

Jesus offers to give us living water (not just a small cup of water).  The living water that 

Jesus promises to give you will satisfy you forever.  What is his living water?  It is his grace, 

his love, and his joy that bubbles up inside you forever—bringing eternal life.  Jesus will give 

this living water that forever satisfies you.  You just have to ask him, and accept him for who 

he is—your Lord and Savior. 

3. Basic sermon theme: We all live for something.  You must live for something that is both 

transcendent and immanent.  But the things we live for and worship always let us down.  

They are either too far from us and thus too foreign so we cannot relate to them.  Or they are 

too near to us and thus too much like us so we cannot escape the smallness of ourselves.  

Only God is both holy and accessible, and therefore worthy of our life’s worship. 

4. The main idea of this passage is that God gives eternal life (“living water”) through Jesus—a 

person and not a place.  Worship and sanctuary are bound up in Jesus (again, not a place) in 

the new age of worshiping in spirit and in truth. 

5. Other themes worth exploring: 

a. Jesus and religion.  The woman raises the topic of worship and sanctuary.  Which is 

the right place to worship God?  Who is worshiping God rightly?  Christians today 

turn various doctrines, interpretations, traditions, and practices into sacred mountains.  

Some of these may serve to actually keep us from knowing God as we keep a safe 

distance from him.  Do we make our identity a denominational label (“I am 

Reformed; I am PCA”) rather than our relational connection to Jesus (“I am a 



John 4:1-30, 39-42 Brian M. Sandifer 

Heritage Presbyterian Church 17 4/23/2017 

Christian”)? They do not stand a chance against Jesus, who seeks people who will 

worship in spirit and truth. 

b. Barriers to Jesus.  If Jesus was willing to speak spiritual truths to an immoral 

Samaritan woman, breaking cultural barriers for the sake of gospel mission, then how 

can Christians do the same?  What barriers have we erected, maintained, or observed 

that keep from others the living water Jesus offers?  That are suddenly at odds with 

the Holy Spirit?  What sins have Christians deemed unforgiveable or unassailable by 

Jesus?  What dark areas of life have we communicated are no match for the light of 

Jesus? 

c. Conversion.  What must converts to Jesus do?  They must know how to identify the 

gift (living water of eternal life) and the giver (Jesus), and they must ask for a drink.  

There is a cognitive dimension and an experiential dimension to conversion, engaging 

the head and the heart. 

6. The Samaritan woman, when she realized Jesus was a prophet of God, brought her most 

pressing theological question to him.  Samaritans and Jews had many disagreements, but the 

most basic was about worship.  In the OT, worship was somewhat tied to geography.  Just as 

the pagans went to the temple of their god to offer sacrifices, the people of Israel worshiped 

the LORD at designated, sanctioned altars.  Eventually God made it clear he would meet his 

worshipers at the tabernacle and later the temple.  His temple is where he promised his 

presence would dwell among his people.  Now the Samaritans had a rival temple outside of 

Jerusalem where they went to worship the LORD (note this temple has a history of religious 

turmoil; it had been dedicated to the Greek god Zeus before and after the time of Jesus).  

Thus is was a fundamental question for the Samaritan: is the LORD properly worshiped at 

the rival temple?  Is Samaritan worship at the rival temple acceptable to the God of Israel?  

By asking this question of a Jewish prophet, the Samaritan woman teaches us that Jesus 

Christ is the one person to whom we must take our theological questions.  He alone can give 

us the answers we seek to life’s most important questions.  And so that is what we will do—

take our big questions about life to Jesus.  And what we will learn is that Jesus is both 

affirming and challenging.  He affirms our human longings as right, good, and emotionally 

necessary.  And yet, Jesus challenges the answers we find in the world, in our fallen nature, 

and even in the rival religions, philosophies, and worldviews.  His challenge always reorients 

our minds, hearts, and wills toward true worship because he always points to himself as the 

True, the Good, and the Beautiful, worthy of our total devotion and worship.  Jesus is Lord!  

And what a wonder Lord he is. 

7. There are several connections in this passage to the previous chapters.  In John 2, Jesus 

turned water into wine.  In John 4, Jesus again uses water symbolism to illustrate and 

demonstrate his power.  He is the source of living water which is eternal life!  In John 3, 

Jesus also uses water symbolism when teaching Nicodemus about eternal life.  One must be 

born of water and the spirit.  In John 4, Jesus continues to show how he is the fulfillment of 

OT promises and institutions.  He is the Messiah.  He is the true temple, the new “place” of 

worship where true worshipers approach him in spirit and in truth.  Notice that whereas 

Nicodemus in John 3 is an upstanding religious leaders (a Pharisee), the woman in John 4 is 

almost the opposite.  She is female (second class), a Samaritan (socially despised and 
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rejected), not seeking Jesus, uneducated compared to a Pharisee, and immoral.  But both 

Nicodemus and the Samaritan woman at the well need Jesus. 

8. V1. Already opposition was rising against Jesus from the Pharisees.  They perceived Jesus 

was becoming more of a threat to their teaching establishment than had John the Baptist.  

Jesus was becoming popular and his teaching challenged the rabbinical institution because 

Jesus taught as one who had authority and gathered “sinners” and outcasts as his disciples.  

Jesus appeared to be leading a growing populist movement against the religious institutional 

gatekeepers. 

9. V2. A parenthetical comment that explains Jesus didn’t actually baptize anyone.  His 

disciples did the baptizing.  Jesus doesn’t baptize with water (that is John the Baptist’s 

calling), but instead baptizes with the Holy Spirit and with fire (Jn 1:33; Acts 2:4). 

10. V3. NET sn The author doesn't tell why Jesus chose to set out once more for Galilee. Some have 

suggested that the Pharisees turned their attention to Jesus because John the Baptist had now been 
thrown into prison. But the text gives no hint of this. In any case, perhaps Jesus simply did not want to 
provoke a confrontation at this time (knowing that his "hour" had not yet come). 

11. V3. It wasn’t time yet for Jesus to confront the Pharisees openly, so he left Jerusalem to 

travel north.  Notice that ministry success, not failure, compelled Jesus to leave Jerusalem.  

God’s Word never returns void.  The Son will not fail to find his people.  The Shepherd will 

not fail to find his sheep. 

12. V4. NET sn Travel through Samaria was not geographically necessary; the normal route for Jews 

ran up the east side of the Jordan River (Transjordan). Although some take the impersonal verb had 
to (dei/, dei) here to indicate logical necessity only, normally in John's Gospel its use involves God's 

will or plan (3:7, 3:14, 3:30, 4:4, 4:20, 4:24, 9:4, 10:16, 12:34, 20:9).  sn Samaria. The Samaritans 
were descendants of 2 groups: (1) The remnant of native Israelites who were not deported after the 
fall of the Northern Kingdom in 722 B.C.; (2) Foreign colonists brought in from Babylonia and Media 
by the Assyrian conquerors to settle the land with inhabitants who would be loyal to Assyria. There 
was theological opposition between the Samaritans and the Jews because the former refused to 
worship in Jerusalem. After the exile the Samaritans put obstacles in the way of the Jewish 
restoration of Jerusalem, and in the 2nd century B.C. the Samaritans helped the Syrians in their wars 
against the Jews. In 128 B.C. the Jewish high priest retaliated and burned the Samaritan temple on 
Mount Gerizim. 

13. V4. Why did Jesus “have to” go through Samaria (the region, not just the city)?  Logically, it 

was the most direct route between Judea and his destination in Galilee.  But spiritually 

speaking, going to spread the gospel to a people group who have not yet been introduced to 

Jesus is part of God’s commission for Jesus.  “Had to” is literally “it is necessary” which is a 

word that always indicates divine necessity or requirement elsewhere in John (Jn 3:7, 14, 30; 

9:4; 10:16; 12:34; 20:9).  Jesus’ reason is not geography but mission. 

14. V4. Jews hated Samaritans (who preferred the name “Israelites”) because they felt betrayed 

by other Jews who intermarried with them to produce an impure half-breed race.  Samaritans 

could not trace their genealogy to the ancient Israelites, and so in the eyes of Jews the 

Samaritans were children of God imposters.  Some Pharisees were known to pray that no 

Samaritans would be raised in the resurrection!  Because of this hatred, there was no love lost 

between the two peoples (Ezr 4:1-5; Neh 4:1-23; 6:1-19).  Note that Jews despised 
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Samaritans because the latter were considered racially defiled with Gentile blood and ritually 

unclean from historically pagan, syncretistic worship practices—although by this point the 

Samaritans were monotheists who worshiped the LORD (Lk 10:33; 17:16; Jn 8:48).  To 

avoid ritual defilement, Jews preferred to bypass Samaria by traversing the Jordan River 

twice to travel north/south.  Jesus didn’t follow this practice (Lk 9:52).  Samaritans were 

descendants of poor Israelites, who remained in the land after Assyria exiled their nation in 

722 BC, and the repopulated foreigners whom Assyria brought to the land of Israel (2 Kgs 

17:24-31).  These two populations intermarried and created the ethnic half-breeds known as 

the Samaritans.  This people had their own version of the Pentateuch and rejected the rest of 

the OT.  In this way their beliefs were probably similar in some respects to the Sadducees. 

But they also had their own version of Israelite history at odds with the biblical history 

recording by the Jews.  In fact, the Samaritans viewed themselves as the faithful descendants 

of Israel (10 of the 12 tribes is a majority?) and looked down upon the Jews (Judeans) as 

apostate.  Both groups basically excommunicated each other!  In the first century AD 

Josephus records that tensions between Jews and Samaritans were so high that Roman 

soldiers were called into quell fighting by pacifying and crucifying many of the rebels 

(Josephus, Jewish War 2.232-246). 

15. V5. NET sn Sychar was somewhere in the vicinity of Shechem, possibly the village of Askar, 1.5 km 

northeast of Jacob's well. 

16. V5. Sychar was a town opposite Mount Gerizim where the Samaritan temple was located.  

Sychar was near the plot of land Joseph inherited from Jacob (Gen 48:22). 

17. V5. Quotation: “He did not pretend weariness, but was actually fatigued; for, in order that he 

might be better prepared for the exercise of sympathy and compassion towards us, he took 

upon him our weaknesses, as the Apostle shows that ‘we have not a high priest who cannot 

be touched with the feeling of our infirmities’ (Heb 4:15).” ~ John Calvin 

18. V6. Jacob’s well (not a cistern which stored water, or a spring which is on the land surface, or 

a fountain which has actively flowing water) is not mentioned elsewhere in Scripture, but we 

are certain where it is.  This historical site, now known as Bir Ya’kub, was once covered with 

vaulted stone and a Byzantine church (4th-7th century AD).  Today the well within the crypt of 

an unfinished Orthodox church.  Samaritans and Jews have identified this well with the 

patriarch Jacob for 23 centuries.  It was at the juncture of major ancient roads and nearby the 

traditional site of Joseph’s tomb, so although it was out of town it was not in the middle of 

nowhere.  The patriarch Jacob may have dug it when he moved to the Shechem area (Gen 

33:18-20).  The well is about half a mile (0.7 mile) south of the modern day town of Askar in 

Nablus, so that is a probable distance outside of town where the woman came to draw water.  

A remarkable feature of ancient wells that descend into the bedrock is that they do not change 

location over time.  This well has not moved at all, and not only do we know where it is, the 

water is still drinkable!  Jesus got tired, experiencing fatigue and even exhaustion, on his 

journey through Samaria; this indicates he is fully human (Mt 8:24; Jn 1:14; 19:28).  The 

woman is fetching water around 12:00pm when the walk to and from the well would be 

hottest.  Some evidence suggests that normally most women made their once or twice daily 

water runs earlier in the morning and later in the evening (for contra evidence, see Ex 2:15-

17 to which Josephus attests the woman came to the well at noon).  Could it be the Samaritan 
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woman was an immoral social outcast among her own people—fetching water alone because 

the respectable women generally shunned her? 

19. V7. When Jesus asked the woman for a drink of water, he strategically breached the 

unwritten social code that men should not talk with strange women (non-relatives) who are 

alone.  John presents Jesus as one who disregards human taboos—breaking two in speaking 

to (1) a Samaritan and (2) discussing theology with a woman.  Jesus had a strategy to get the 

woman to open her heart to him and discuss spiritual matters.  A sound strategy would have 

been to do her a favor or ask a favor of her.  Notice Jesus the Jewish rabbi went to the 

thoughtless and spiritually ignorant—he did not wait for the woman to come to him.  Jesus 

employed both to great effect.  Moreover, she has three strikes against her.  She is a 

Samaritan, she is immorally living in a sinful relationship, and she’s alone in a public place.  

No respectable Jewish man would deign to speak with such a woman.  But Jesus is different.  

Here Jesus reveals his willingness to risk reputation and his unquenchable thirst to save the 

lost.  He is about to offer this woman “living water” along with an extraordinary message that 

would quench her spiritual thirst forever. 

20. V7. Application: Jesus crosses all barriers to share the gospel—and we as Christians should 

do no less.  We must be ready, willing, and active in sharing the gospel to any kind of person, 

no matter his/her race, social position, or past/present sins.  We must be prepared and active 

at any time and any place. 

21. V8. Jesus was also alone, since his disciples had left for Sychar to buy food.  Any woman 

recognizes this is a potentially tense situation.  A man and woman alone outside of town.  She 

probably didn’t feel completely safe, but she may have been used to being ignored on trips to 

the well.  When Jesus spoke to her, she bravely replied and entered into conversation with 

him. 

22. V8. NET sn This is a parenthetical note by the author, indicating why Jesus asked the woman for a 

drink (for presumably his disciples also took the water bucket with them). 

23. V9. NET sn The background to the statement use nothing in common is the general assumption 

among Jews that the Samaritans were ritually impure or unclean. Thus a Jew who used a drinking 
vessel after a Samaritan had touched it would become ceremonially unclean. 

24. V9. The woman did not expect a Jewish man to talk with her.  That is why she expresses 

surprise.  She knows that many Jews viewed Samaritans as ceremonially defiled, which 

would prevent him from drinking water she has drawn from her own water pot.  But here is 

the beautify thing she doesn’t know yet.  Jesus cannot be ritually defiled.  When sinners 

come into contact with something or someone ritually impure, the contact renders them 

ritually unclean.  But whatever he touches becomes holy, ritually sanctified.  He sanctifies 

whatever and whomever he touches (Mt 8:3).  Note the explanatory parenthetical comment 

“Jews have no dealings with Samaritans” may be more specifically translated “Jews do not 

share use of things with Samaritans” (note Calvin loosely holds the woman speaks these 

words, not the narrator).  This would explain why it was incredibly shocking for Jesus (a 

Jew) ask a drink from a Samaritan’s “defiled” water jar.  There was even a later first century 

extra-biblical Jewish ordinance that forbade a Jew to use an eating or drinking utensil used 

by Samaritans!  First century readers and hearers would barely expect Jesus the Jew and the 
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Samaritan woman to acknowledge each other’s presence, much less speak with each other.  

And Jewish rabbis would have observed these cultural and social barriers scrupulously.  

Interestingly, these same local values are still at play today.  One commentary (Burge) 

testifies of addressing a strange woman in a remote Palestinian village near Shechem to the 

embarrassment of him and the woman, and the shock of the village men. 

25. V9. Illustration: For a modern day analogy, it may have been like a white man in the Jim 

Crow era South asking for a drink of water from a black woman at a “colored” water 

fountain.  Such action would have invited gossip, slander, and even scandal. 

26. V10. NET sn The word translated living is used in Greek of flowing water, which leads to the 

woman's misunderstanding in the following verse. She thought Jesus was referring to some unknown 
source of drinkable water. 

27. V10. Jesus’ reply raises at least four questions in the mind of the woman.  First, what is this 

“gift of God”? (Note the Greek word for gift is used only here in John’s Gospel to emphasize 

God’s grace given through Christ.)  Jesus explained with imagery of living water that it is 

eternal life, which only he can give.  Salvation is not earned; it is a gift of God, and that gift 

is Jesus himself (Jn 3:16; Gal 2:20; Eph 2:8; 5:25).  Jesus’ offer is a gift of mercy to careless 

sinners.  Second, who is this man?  Through their discussion she comes to a great 

understanding of Jesus’ identity (vv. 6, 9, 11/15/19, 25, 26, 29, 42).  Third, what is “living 

water”?  It seems early in their conversation the woman is only thinking on the physical 

level—that living water is fresh, flowing water that is pure and good to drink.  This water 

flows from springs and is different from stagnant well water.  Shechem and Sychar had no 

river and thus no living water.  But later in their discussion, her think shifts to the spiritual 

level—that the “living water” is the “gift of God” from Jesus through the Spirit (cf. Pss 36:9; 

42:1; Isa 12:3; Jer 2:13; Ezek 36:25-27; 47:1-6, 9; Zech 14:8).  Fourth, how can Jesus get this 

living water without a bucket (v. 11).  All four of these questions Jesus will answer to her 

satisfaction and delight.  Through the gospel of John Jesus and the author employ double 

meanings (Jn 3:14; 8:24; 11:50-51; 19:19).  Notice when Jesus claims the ability to give 

living water, he implicitly claims the prerogatives of God’s Messiah.  Jesus is indirectly and 

playfully claiming divinity for himself!  Note also that Jesus says if she asked he would give.  

What an encouragement to pray to the Father in Jesus’ name!  Prayers to Christ will not 

prove fruitless, thus there ought not be any room for laziness, delay, or unbelief. 

28. V10. Quotation & Application: “The infinite willingness of Christ to receive sinners is a 

golden truth, which ought to be treasured up in our hearts, and diligently impressed on others. 

The Lord Jesus is far more ready to hear than we are to pray, and far more ready to give 

favors than we are to ask them. All day long He stretches out His hands to the disobedient 

and gainsaying. He has thoughts of pity and compassion towards the vilest of sinners, even 

when they have no thoughts of Him. He stands waiting to bestow mercy and grace on the 

worst and most unworthy, if they will only cry to Him. He will never draw back from that 

well known promise, ‘Ask and you shall receive--seek and you shall find.’ The lost will 

discover at the last day, that they had not, because they asked not.” ~ J.C. Ryle 

29. V10. Two primary questions arising from the narrative build suspense. Will the woman 

understand the gift of God and the giver?  Will she ask Jesus for a drink of living water?  The 
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reader hopes she will ask Jesus to be her source of living water and identify him for who he 

really is.  She is brushing close to the Savior of the world.  Will she understand heavenly 

things, believe, and be converted?  What is Jesus’ plan for this woman?  Will his mission to 

bring the gospel to the Samaritans be fulfilled in his purpose for this woman to reach her 

neighbors? 

30. V10. Quotation: “And it appears at first sight a wonderful arrangement, that he passed by so 

many great men in Judea, and yet held familiar discourse with this woman. But it was 

necessary that, in his person, it should be explained how true is that saying of the Prophet, ‘I 

was found by them that sought me not; I was made manifest to them that asked not after me. 

I said to those who sought me not, Behold, here I am’ (Isa 65:1).” ~ John Calvin 

31. Vv11-12.  Note that both Nicodemus and the woman at the well misunderstand Jesus who is 

speaking of spiritual matters.  But Jesus is patient with them, slowing bringing them to 

understand the things of the Spirit.  Misunderstanding is a common literary device in John’s 

Gospel. 

32. V11. NET sn Where then do you get this living water? The woman's reply is an example of the 

"misunderstood statement," a technique appearing frequently in John's Gospel. Jesus was speaking 
of living water which was spiritual (ultimately a Johannine figure for the Holy Spirit, see John 7:38–
39), but the woman thought he was speaking of flowing (fresh drinkable) water. Her misunderstanding 
gave Jesus the opportunity to explain what he really meant. 

33. V11. The well is deep.  Today Jacob’s well is over 100 feet deep.  After 2 millennia of 

sedimentation, the well was probably quite a bit deeper at the time of Jesus.  It is maintained 

as a shrine today and pilgrims may drink from it.  Is the woman mocking Jesus as a charlatan, 

accusing him of promising more than he can accomplish?  This is Calvin’s reading of the 

dialogue. 

34. V12. In the woman’s mind, who does this man think he is?  Fresh water has never been 

anywhere near Shechem or Sychar.  That is why Jacob had to dig a well, because the water 

around this desert area was “dead” (i.e., still, not fresh, not free flowing).  This well is goo 

enough—it satisfied Jacob, his family, and his livestock.  In other words, there is no “living 

water” anywhere close by.  If Jacob had to dig a well, how can Jesus offer superior “living” 

water?  It appears the woman’s question is rhetorical and implies a negative answer (no, 

Jesus is not greater than their great patriarch Jacob).  She possibly things Jesus is a charlatan, 

exalting himself above the revered patriach, but she is wrong in two ways.  One, Jesus has 

“living water” that does not come from a well.  Two, Jesus is far greater than Jacob the father 

of the twelve tribes of Israel (Gen 49:1-28).  In fact, he is God incarnate.  In a pre-incarnate 

manifestation Jesus had wrestled Jacob all night and put his hip out of socket.  As a result, 

Jesus is the one who gave Jacob his new name: Israel (cf. Gen 32:24-28). 

35. Vv13-14.  Jesus appeals to the Samaritan woman’s ultimate craving for rest and satisfaction.  

So he appeals to these cravings in us today. 

36. V13. When Jesus says “this water” he refers to the water in Jacob’s well.  This water will 

only quench thirst for a short time before thirst returns.  It cannot satisfy. 
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37. V13. Application: All earthly pleasures are only temporary satisfactions.  Even if they are 

legitimate, their satisfaction fades.  Only the living water (eternal life in him) that Jesus gives 

will ultimately satisfy. 

38. V13. Quotation: “Everybody worships.  The only choice we get is what to worship.  And the 

compelling reason for maybe choosing some sort of god…to worship…is that pretty much 

anything else you worship will eat you alive.  If you worship money in life, then you will 

never have enough, never feel you have enough.  It’s the truth.  Worship you own body and 

beauty and sexual allure, and you will always feel ugly.  And when time and age start 

showing, you will die a million deaths before [your loved ones] finally plant you…Worship 

power, and you will end of feeling weak and afraid, and you will need ever more power over 

others to numb you to your own fear.  Worship your intellect, being seen as smart, you will 

end up feeling stupid, a fraud, always on the verge of being found out.  Look, the insidious 

thing about these forms of worship is not that they are evil or sinful; it is that they’re 

unconscious.  They are default settings.” ~ David Foster Wallace, cited by Tim Keller in 

Encounters With Jesus, pp. 29-30 

39. V14. But the water Jesus gives is living water.  This water (eternal life) quenches a person’s 

spiritual thirst.  It always satisfies (cf. Isa 12:3; 44:3; 49:10; 55:1-3; Jer 2:13; Rev 7:16).  The 

“spring of water that wells up into eternal life” is the Holy Spirit who indwells in the hearts 

of believers.  This imagery emphasizes great abundance.  Jesus produces the spring of “living 

water” (eternal life) and lives in believers, emphasizing its endless duration and surpassing 

quality (cf. Jn 6:63; 7:37-39).  The living water of eternal life transforms a person’s life into a 

well that wells up.  It makes a life as living as the water itself.  A person’s deepest longing—

to know God personally and intimately, will be satisfied forever.  Jacob’s well is no match for 

Jesus’ well.  Amazing! 

40. V14. Quotation: “Riches, and rank, and place, and power, and learning, and amusements, are 

utterly unable to fill the soul. He that only drinks of these waters is sure to thirst again. Every 

Ahab finds a Naboth's vineyard near by his palace, and every Haman sees a Mordecai at the 

gate. There is no heart satisfaction in this world, until we believe on Christ. Jesus alone can 

fill up the empty places of our inward man. Jesus alone can give solid, lasting, enduring 

happiness. The peace that He imparts is a fountain, which, once set flowing within the soul, 

flows on to all eternity. Its waters may have their ebbing seasons; but they are living waters, 

and they shall never be completely dried.” ~ J.C. Ryle 

41. V15. Alas, the woman has not yet understood Jesus speaking about spiritual truths.  She is 

still thinking on the physical level when she asks for such water so she will no longer need to 

make the daily trip to Jacob’s well for water.  In John’s gospel Jesus often speaking about the 

invisible spiritual world in terms of the visible physical world.  Vivid earthy imagery of birth, 

water, bread, his body, light all teach spiritual truths.  Upon reflection, it appears the woman 

is interested in “living water” because it will make her life easier—no more daily trips to the   

well!  But Jesus is not interested in making her life easier or to take away her challenges.  If 

that were the case then people who follow Jesus for what he could give them and not for 

himself.  Still, Jesus allows the woman time to ask questions and piece these spiritual truths 

together for herself.  This is a key component of evangelism.  It usually takes time to sort 

through spiritual claims, and people need varying lengths of time to accept something like 
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the gospel that changes the foundation of life.  Jesus addresses her sin to overcome her 

spiritual barrier of blindness. 

42. V15. Application: Understand the implication of this earthy imagery.  You would not 

consider denying your body the satisfaction of a physical need.  When you get hungry, you 

eat food.  When you are thirsty, you drink water.  So why would you deny your soul the 

satisfaction of a spiritual need.  When you get spiritually hungry, why deny yourself the 

bread that can satisfy—Jesus the Bread of Life?  When you get spiritually thirsty, why deny 

yourself the living water that can eternally satisfy—Jesus the Eternal Well and Font of 

Blessed Life?  God’s incarnate and written Word can satisfy your spiritual longings.  Why 

deprive yourself of spiritual life and die an eternal death of hunger and thirst? 

43. Vv16-18.  Jesus reveals to the woman that he knows everything about her.  He knows about 

her sins and her deep human longings.  Jesus uses this knowledge to help her understand her 

own heart—that she really is thirsty for the living water only he can give.  She wants this 

living water that will quench her thirst forever, but her spiritual thirst will not be truly 

awakened until she has a sense of guilt, a consciousness of sin.  So when Jesus asks her to 

bring her husband, he is not changing the subject.  Rather he is strategically appealing to her 

conscience to awaken her spiritual thirst.  Similarly, the Puritans understood that the gospel is 

sweeter when the law is more bitter. 

44. V16. Now Jesus makes an interesting move.  The woman is not understanding him and 

doesn’t realize who she is speaking with.  So Jesus begins to dig into her heart to reveal he 

knows who she really is.  Even though the woman does not yet know Jesus, Jesus knows her!  

And so he instructs her to go and call her husband to come back to the well.  Jews and 

Samaritans in the biblical era would have understood the woman as possibly looking for a 

husband.  The OT portrays a pattern of men on a journey who sit down at a well and ask for a 

drink, but what they are actually doing is searching for a wife (Moses and Zipporah in Exo 

2:15-21; Isaac’s representative and Rebekah in Gen 24:10-20; Jacob and Rachel in Gen 

29:10-20).  Man and woman, alone at a well, often leads to marriage in the OT narratives.  

Jesus is alone and so is the woman.  A man would not usually engage in a long conversation 

with a strange woman who is alone unless he has “ideas” (ulterior motives).  Perhaps the 

woman was not wearing a head covering to indicate she is not married.  So the woman might 

interpret Jesus’ words as probing whether she is available.  Perhaps this is why she denied 

she has a husband.  Jesus redirects her expectation by revealing he knows she is not 

“available” and he is interested in spiritual matters, not marriage.  Allegorically speaking, one 

could say that Jesus is calling the Samaritan people to repent of their sins and allegiances to 

idols in order to come to the true Bridegroom and the one true God.  He is calling a woman 

without a proper marriage relationship to a new, redeeming relationship with the Savior of 

the world—the Bridegroom of his chosen, redeemed people. 

45. V17. She replies that she doesn’t have a husband.  This is technically true if she is divorced 

or widowed from any previous husbands, but her reply is sort of a dodge, and she knows it.  

“I have no husband” is a terse answer because she, as it turns out, intends to dodge any 

further probing of this sensitive area of her life so she can hide her guilt and pain.  Seems she 

would rather change the subject.  But Jesus intends to gently expose the whole truth.  She 

doesn’t know that he knows.  Here is the wonderful thing.  He knows that as long as she will 



John 4:1-30, 39-42 Brian M. Sandifer 

Heritage Presbyterian Church 25 4/23/2017 

wear the mask of respectability, she will continue to suffer in her guilt and shame.  People 

stay in the darkness and avoid the light because of the fear of exposure. (cf. Jn 3:19-2).  Jesus 

loves her and thus will draw her into the light to relieve her suffering. 

46. V17.  Application: We do this too all the time.  The way you use social media is often a 

dodge of your real life.  Usually is subconscious because the social media dodge is built in on 

purpose.  It’s a feature, not a bug. 

47. V17. Quotation: “Until men and women are brought to feel their sinfulness and need, no real 

good is ever done to their souls…This is the only way to do good. Never does a soul value 

the Gospel medicine until it feels its disease. Never does a man see any beauty in Christ as a 

Savior, until he discovers that he is himself a lost and ruined sinner. Ignorance of sin is 

invariably attended by neglect of Christ.” J.C. Ryle 

48. V18. Jesus reveals more of himself as he uncovers the whole truth about her marital status.  

Jews held that a woman might be divorced 2 or at most 3 times.  If Samaritans held the same 

societal standard, this woman’s life was considered exceedingly immoral.  Almost all ancient 

hearers would have looked negatively on her situation, assuming she had down something 

wrong if she was widowed or divorced so many times.  Jesus knows the truth without her 

telling him.  It is appropriate to marvel at the kind of woman Jesus revealed himself to.  What 

grace and compassion!  We can just as well ask, where did he get this information?  The 

answer is the same as where Jesus gets living water.  He is the source because he is 

omnipotent (cf. Jn 1:48).  It turns out the omnipotent one is also omniscient.  This is one of 

the myriad of subtle ways Jesus demonstrates he is more than human.  He is the God-man, 

the second person of the Trinity, the Son of God, the Lord of all creation.  So Jesus brings 

into the light the truth that the woman has had five husbands, and the man she is currently 

with is not her husband because they are not married.  Although commonly suggested, “five 

husbands” does not refer to the five nations that subdued the northern kingdom of Israel (2 

Kgs 17:24-41).  Incidentally, this demonstrates the Bible’s teaching that cohabitation is not 

marriage.  Sexual relations prior to marriage are, according to the Bible, without question 

morally wrong (Gen 38:24; Exo 22:16; Dt 22:13-29; Mt 15:19; Jn 8:41; Acts 15:20; 1 Cor 

6:18; 7:2, 9; 1 Thess 4:3; 2 Cor 11:2). 

49. V19. At this point the woman is learning more about the identity of Jesus.  She pegs him as a 

prophet for his special knowledge and insight.  This is an excellent guess.  Prophets were 

imbued with supernatural knowledge from God, often exposing the otherwise unknowable 

heart secrets of other people.  A few of the prophets were able to work miracles associated 

with “living water” (e.g., Moses, Elijah, Elisha).  Jesus is a prophet, but he is not through 

revealing his true identity.  The woman viewed Jesus as the only other prophet to come after 

Moses: the Messiah according to Samaritan theology. 

50. V20. NET sn This mountain refers to Mount Gerizim, where the Samaritan shrine was located. 

51. V20. Now Jesus has the woman’s attention, and she is now thinking about spiritual things 

because her need of religious piety has been exposed.  In other words, the direction Jesus has 

taken the conversation has made her spiritually anxious.  So she quickly changes the subject 

from her adultery and turns the conversation to most controversial theological topic between 
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Jews and Samaritans: true worship.  Who are the true worshipers and where is the true place 

to worship?  This was an ongoing and unresolved (from the Samaritan perspective) 

theological question of the day.  Why?  Because Mount Gerizim has an impressive spiritual 

pedigree.  The patriarchs of Jews and Samaritans, including Abraham and Jacob, had 

worshiped on Mount Gerizim in Samaria (“this mountain”; Gen 12:6-7; 33:19-20).  

Samaritans believed Mount Gerizim was the site where Abraham offered up Isaac as a 

sacrifice and where Joshua was told to build an altar for sacrificial peace offerings to God. 

Moses had commanded the Israelites to pronounce the law’s blessings from Mount Gerizim 

(Dt 11:26-30; 27:1-13; 29:12-13; Josh 8:30-35; 24:1, 25, 32).  Moreover, the northern 

kingdom of Israel had erected a temple to worship the LORD on Mount Gerizim to replace 

Jerusalem as their nation’s spiritual center (Samaritans had rebuilt it c. 400 BC).  The 

Samaritan Pentateuch names Mount Gerizim (rather than Mount Ebal) as the place of the 

altar and thereby the location of the Samaritan temple.  Its version of the 10 Commandments 

even demands worship at Mount Gerizim!  This temple was destroyed by the Hasmonean 

leader John Hyrcanus during his reign (134-104 BC), but Samaritan sacrificial worship 

continued on top of Mount Gerizim even into the modern era.  Furthermore, the stakes were 

high for a religious Samaritan who desired to rightly worship the LORD.  Samaritans were 

unwelcome at the Jerusalem temple (later they were permanently banned after a group 

entered the Jerusalem temple secretly and desecrated it with corpses; Josephus, Antiquities 

18.30).  So if the Jews were correct about the proper location for worship, then she is a 

spiritual outcast.  She is excluded from the true worship of God.  Far from changing the 

subject, she recognizes her real spiritual dilemma. 

52. V20.  Lurking in the background of this account is the memory of the Jewish high priest of 

Judea, John Hyrcanus, who had destroyed the Samaritan temple on Mount Gerizim in 

128/127 BC.  The hostility resulting from this action continued into the days of Jesus. 

53. V21. NET sn Woman was a polite form of address (see BDAG 208-9 s.v. gunh, 1), similar to 

"Madam" or "Ma'am" used in English in different regions. 

54. V21. Jesus politely implored the woman to believe him that the time is coming when she will 

worship the Father neither on Mount Gerizim nor in Jerusalem on Mount Zion.  He does not 

mean the time is coming when one cannot worship in Jerusalem or on Mount Gerizim, but 

only that these places will cease to be viewed as exclusive places of true and proper worship.  

Soon the geographical location of worship would not be confined to a temple because the 

concept of location will give way to the living church as God’s dwelling place.  Thus 

wherever God’s people are gathered for corporate worship, there is a manifestation of God’s 

new temple (1 Cor 3:16-17; Eph 2:19-22).  According to Jesus, when it comes to true 

worship, specific unmoved geographic location will soon be irrelevant.  A new religious era 

is dawning in the person and work of Jesus, who is the new and living Temple of God that 

will know no end.  Could this also be a subtle reference to the coming destruction of 

Jerusalem? 

55. V21. Doctrine: WCF 21.6 “Neither prayer, nor any other part of religious worship, is now, 

under the gospel, either tied unto, or made more acceptable to, any place in which it is 

performed, or towards which it is directed: but God is to be worshipped everywhere in spirit 

and in truth; as in private families daily, and in secret each one by himself, so more solemnly 
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in the public assemblies, which are not carelessly or willfully to be neglected or forsaken, 

when God, by his Word or providence, calleth thereunto.”  Sometimes Christians fall into a 

very grave error trying to understand and apply Jesus’ doctrine that we do not worship at one 

location anymore but instead worship “in spirit and in truth.”  There are two sides to the 

error.  Historically, the more common sin is to emphasize worship location, as if Christians 

can only worship at the church publically and corporately.  This error neglects the teaching 

that all of life should be lived as worship that glorifies God.  But more recently the other 

error has become more common.  It is also a sin for Christians to neglect public and 

corporate worship gatherings by claiming they worship “all the time every day.”  When Jesus 

declared the new age dawning when believers will no longer worship God in one place, he 

was applying the nature of the OT temple to the NT era.  The OT era temple was the one 

place God promised to manifest his presence and dwell with his people.  In the NT, God 

promises to manifest his presence and dwell with his people in his incarnate Son the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  His “body”, the church, is where God now dwells and manifests himself.  So 

anywhere on earth Christians gather together to publically and corporately worship is a place 

where believers can and will worship in spirit and in truth.  Worship and sanctuary still 

matter in this sense. 

56. V22. Jesus explained that the Samaritans worship what they don’t know.  This probably 

means they worship out of ignorance because they use a different version of the Pentateuch 

(the first five books of the OT, the books of Moses) and they don’t recognize the canonicity 

of the rest of the OT.  In fact they rejected all books but their version of the Pentateuch.  Thus 

Samaritan worship was not informed by truth and knowledge.  They had cut themselves off 

from the full OT canon of the Prophets and the Writings.  Jesus then declared that salvation is 

from the Jews (whom he identified with), meaning that God revealed himself in the OT 

through the Jews and the Messiah (the savior of the world) comes from the Jews (Ps 76:1; 

Rom 9:4-5).  The implication is clear: the Samaritans are mistaken about worship and 

sanctuary. 

57. V23. NET sn The Father wants such people as his worshipers. Note how the woman has been 

concerned about where people ought to worship, while Jesus is concerned about who people ought 
to worship. 

58. V23. The time is not merely in Jesus’ future, the hour has now in fact come (cf. Jn 5:25-29; 

16:21, 32).  The period of time when Jesus walked the earth begins the period of true 

worship.  The future is now present in embryo.  This simply means when Jesus came, it 

inaugurated the time when worship and sanctuary centered on him.  Worshiping Jesus is true 

worship.  To truly worship God the Father, a worshiper must worship Jesus.  True worshipers 

are not identified by where they worship, but whom (Jesus) and how they worship (in spirit 

and in truth).  True worship is empowered by the Spirit of truth (cf. Jn 14:17; 15:26; 16:13) 

and accords with truth embodied in Jesus who is the Truth (Jn 14:6) and the true temple of 

God (Jn 2:19-22).  Notice the Trinitarian nature of this saying: true worshipers will worship 

the FATHER in SPIRIT and TRUTH (Jesus). 

59. V23. The theological concept of the Already/Not Yet is helpful to understand how fulfillment 

has already come in Jesus, but has not yet fully come.  Another term for this is inaugurated 

eschatology.  These theological constructs provide interpretive guardrails for the church so 



John 4:1-30, 39-42 Brian M. Sandifer 

Heritage Presbyterian Church 28 4/23/2017 

we don’t fall to the left into over-realized eschatology (the kingdom is fully present) or to the 

right into under-realized eschatology (the kingdom is all future). 

60. V24. God is contrasted with humans.  Human beings are characterized by flesh, location, 

corporeality.  These also basically characterize the world in which humans live.  But God is 

Spirit.  He is invisible and divine as opposed to humans (Jn 3:6).  God is life-giving.  He is 

unknowable unless he reveals himself to humans (Jn 1:18).  He is not confined to one 

location, so humans can offer true worship to God anywhere.  God has a more wonderful 

kind of existence that is everywhere present.  He is not perceived by the bodily senses.  But 

God is not thereby rendered to some irrelevant noumenal realm.  He is so powerful that he 

brought the entire universe into existence (Jn 1:1-3, 10; 17:5).  Since God is spirit, his people 

must not make an image of anything in creation to worship God as an idol.  The people were 

to be different and distinct from the idol worshiping nations surrounding them. 

61. V24. “In spirit and in truth” could mean “in reality.”  In other words, in kind of worship God 

is seeking is heavenly worship of which earthly worship was a type and shadow.  Jesus is 

using the term “truth” in the same way as Hebrews 8:2 and 9:24.  The contrast is not 

true/false, but rather antitype/type or pattern/copy.  Worship in Jerusalem was not false, but a 

type, shadow, echo, or copy of the reality of heavenly worship.  Jesus has come to unite the 

worship of heaven and earth!  That to which earthly worship was patterned after was finally 

becoming reality on earth!  For God’s people, the true worshipers, heaven was beginning to 

come to earth in Jesus.  Thus worship is no longer confined to a particular earthly locale, but 

is directed toward heaven wherever worshipers gather to seek the Lord according to the new 

reality of this age of the Holy Spirit.  “In truth” may also mean “as God has revealed 

himself.”  First, God revealed himself to the Jews in the OT, and now God is revealing 

himself through Jesus in the NT.  A “true” response to God’s revelation means worshiping 

Jesus in all places and at all times in the spirit, and as God has prescribed.  God is seeking 

true worshipers from every racial, spiritual, and moral background to grow in faith through 

Christ—the Savior of the world.  Whatever “in spirit and in truth” means, it must at least 

refer to the fact that in the new age that dawns with the coming of Messiah, true worship is 

not defined by place (where one worships) but by person (through whom one worships).  

Jesus is now God’s place, God’s final temple, and thus wherever worshipers gather to seek 

the Father through the Son in the power of the Spirit, that is a real place of true worship. 

62. V24. Quotation & Application: “We should mark the utter uselessness of any religion which 

only consists of formality…We are all naturally inclined to make religion a mere matter of 

outward forms and ceremonies, and to attach an excessive importance to our own particular 

manner of worshiping God. We must beware of this spirit, and especially when we first begin 

to think seriously about our souls. The heart is the principal thing in all our approaches to 

God. "The Lord looks on the heart." (1 Sam. 16:7.) The most gorgeous cathedral-service is 

offensive in God's sight, if all is gone through coldly, heartlessly, and without grace. The 

feeblest gathering of three or four poor believers in a lowly cottage to read the Bible and 

pray, is a more acceptable sight to Him who searches the heart than the fullest congregation 

which is ever gathered in St. Peter's at Rome.” J.C. Ryle 

63. V25. The woman has some true religious knowledge.  Even though as a Samaritan she only 

had a version of the Pentateuch, she knows about the Messiah but probably only expects him 
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to be a great prophet and teacher like Moses (Dt 18:15-18).  The Samaritan view of the 

Messiah was a great Restorer (the figure of the “Taheb” in Samaritan theology) of Samaritans 

and the Mosaic order of worship, sanctuary, and sacrifice.  She knows that Messiah is coming 

into the world and he will declare to the Samaritans all things.  Here is a glimpse of how 

different worldviews and religious beliefs sometimes contain echoes of the truth—partial but 

corrupted knowledge of the true God.  Jesus does not condemn her for believing these 

echoes.  He affirms their truth and then reveals the fullness of these echoes in himself.  In this 

way Jesus demonstrates he is the true fulfillment of not just personal hopes of individuals, 

but also the corporate and common hopes of non-Christian cultures. 

64. V26. Finally Jesus reveals his true identity to the woman.  She had brought up the topic of 

Messiah (v. 25), God’s anointed one who would come as the savior of the world.  Jesus didn’t 

normally come out as the Messiah (Christ) because in Judea there were unhelpful political 

overtones associated with the idea of the Messiah.  But in Samaria these political 

expectations did not exist (or were at least tempered by the great spiritual role expected of the 

Messiah), Jesus did not hesitate to identify himself as the Christ.  His grammar is emphatic 

and unusual, suggesting identity with God (cf. Exo 3:14; Jn 8:58).  Literally: “I AM (the 

divine name; Greek: ego eimi), the one speaking to you.”  This is the one instance when he 

clearly and explicitly identified himself as the Messiah before his Roman trial before Pontius 

Pilate.  Nowhere else in the Gospels is he more clear than here as he speaks to the Samaritan 

woman.  What grace was shown to her! 

65. V27. NET sn The question "What do you want?" is John's editorial comment (for no one in the text 

was asking it). The author is making a literary link with Jesus' statement in v. 23: It is evident that, in 
spite of what the disciples may have been thinking, what Jesus was seeking is what the Father was 
seeking, that is to say, someone to worship him. 

66. V27. The disciples returned from buying food in Sychar.  Here they meet Jesus at the well as 

he was speaking with the woman.  This surprised them because she was a Samaritan and a 

woman.  Jewish religious teachers rarely spoke to women in public, reflecting the male 

chauvinism of the time that considered teaching women a waste of time.  Jewish sages 

repeatedly spoke against such practice as profaning sacred things.  But as his disciples, they 

knew their place as Jesus’ students to trust him and not question his motives.  They didn’t ask 

Jesus what he wanted or why he was speaking with her.  The passage contains a brief 

discourse (vv. 31-38) in which Jesus teaches his disciples about the nature of his (and as his 

disciples, their) mission to gather the soul harvest God and others have prepared for them to 

reap (Jn 4:34-38). 

67. Vv28-30.  According to an early tradition, the Samaritan woman turned evangelist was later 

baptized with the Christian name “Photini” (“the enlightened one”) after Christ’s 

resurrection.  The tradition records she, along with her 2 sons and 5 daughters, went to 

Carthage to spread the gospel.  She was later martyred with her family during the reign of 

emperor Nero by being thrown into a well!  Her life story is remembered on the fifth Sunday 

of Pascha, called the Sunday of the Samaritan Woman, in the Orthodox Church calendar.  Is 

this story true?  It is extra-biblical but ancient.  We’ll have to find the Samaritan woman in 

heaven and ask her what happened to her. 
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68. V28. At this point, the woman eagerly returned to her village as an evangelist.  She 

abandoned her water jug to bring men instead.  She shares her testimony of meeting Jesus 

(possibly the Messiah?) to the townspeople.  Previously she had reason to avoid her 

neighbors, but now her testimony trumps her immoral reputation and they come out to 

Jacob’s well to meet Jesus for themselves.  Many of the Samaritans wanted to hear from 

themselves whether the woman’s testimony was true.  Bearing witness to Jesus is a mark of 

discipleship (Jn 1:39, 46).  The Samaritan woman has come to believe and can now be 

counted among the large number of Jesus’ disciples. 

69. V29. What was her testimony?  Come and see a man who told me everything I ever did.  I 

think this man might be God’s promised Messiah (Christ the Lord, the anointed king and 

savior of the world).  Even though her testimony was problematic (not legally admissible, 

possibly exaggerated) and coming from an immoral woman, to their credit they still listened 

to her.  Do you detect a hint of longing in her testimony?  Even if she did not expect the 

villagers to say “yes” to her question whether this one could be the Messiah, she couldn’t 

bring herself to say “no” because she hoped Jesus was the Messiah.  Here is one drawing her 

by fulfilling her longings for true worship and spiritual sanctuary. 

70. V30. It’s not surprising the Samaritan villagers of Sychar hurried out of town to the well to 

see if Jesus is who the woman claimed.  If the Messiah has come, and he is half a mile away, 

this is the biggest and best news any of these Samaritans have ever heard or expect to hear.  

By far!  And so they made their way toward Jesus.  He is waiting for them.  Notice the irony 

of the woman’s visit to town contrasted with the visit of the 12 disciples.  Which visit was 

more effective evangelistically?  The reader wonders if the disciples talked about Jesus at all 

to the townspeople, or did they just regard them as useful to meet their physical needs. 

71. V39. Many of the Samaritans from Sychar believed in Jesus (putting their spiritual trust in 

him) solely because of the woman’s testimony that Jesus told her everything she ever did.  

Perhaps some of these didn’t even walk out to the well to meet Jesus because they were 

unable or not permitted to go.  And yet they still believed.  Even so, the account reads as if 

most if not all the townspeople dropped what they were doing and rushed to Jacob’s well to 

meet Jesus to see for themselves. 

72. V40. When the Samaritans found Jesus, they urged him to return to Sychar and stay with 

them.  Even though Jesus was on his way to Galilee, he knew he “had to go through 

Samaria” and so he stayed with them two days.  Ancient hospitality was an important virtue, 

but rarely did it extend beyond one’s ethnic group.  To stay with Samaritans for 2 days meant 

eating Samaritan food, staying in Samaritan homes, and continuing to teach Samaritans—all 

things most Jews would consider offensive (Jn 8:48).  It was not kosher!  The field of Sychar 

was ripe for harvest, and so he and his disciples must be about their mission to preach the 

good news of Jesus Christ, the Messiah and savior of the world, to the Samaritans too. 

73. V41. When the Samaritan villages of Sychar went and heard Jesus for themselves, many 

more became believers.  They put their spiritual, eternal trust in Jesus as God’s Messiah.  As 

a first-fruits large scale harvest among the Samaritans, Jesus indicates the universal scope of 

his mission to save the world (Jn 10:16; 11:51-52).  The early church continued Jesus’ 

mission to the Samaritans by bringing the gospel in love to those who were formerly hated 
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(Acts 8:4-25).  Hence the church of Acts (Acts 1:8) follows the pattern of world 

evangelization set by Jesus (to Nicodemus in Judea (Jn 3:1-15)), to the woman in Samaria (Jn 

4:1-42), and finally to the Gentiles (Jn 4:46-54; 12:20-33)). 

74. V42. NET sn There is irony in the Samaritans' declaration that Jesus was really the Savior of the 

world, an irony foreshadowed in the prologue to the Fourth Gospel (1:11): "He came to his own, and 
his own did not receive him." Yet the Samaritans welcomed Jesus and proclaimed him to be not the 
Jewish Messiah only, but the Savior of the world. 

75. V42. Finally we hear the testimony of the Samaritan villagers of Sychar.  They testify that at 

first they believed Jesus is the Messiah based on the woman’s testimony.  But now that they 

have heard Jesus for themselves, they know Jesus is not just a prophet but really is the savior 

of the world.  Thus the woman’s conversion progressed as she gradually came to a fuller 

understanding of Jesus’ identity: prophet, Messiah, Savior (cf. Jn 4:9, 12, 19, 25).  Regarding 

Jesus as not merely a savior, but the Savior of the world is significant (Jn 3:17; 12:47; 1 Jn 

4:14).  The horizon of the word “world” points far past the worlds of Jew and Samaritan to 

paganism and unbelief.  The gospel is universal in this sense.  Jesus is for the whole world.  

The Roman emperor claimed to be the savior of the world, but his mission was 

fundamentally different from that of Jesus.  Meeting Jesus has the effect of moving them 

from a tenuous faith in someone else’s testimony to an assured faith based on their own 

encounter with Jesus. 

76. V42. Doctrine. WCF 14.2 “By this faith, a Christian believeth to be true whatesoever is 

revealed in the Word, for the authority of god himself speaking therein; and acteth differently, 

upon that which each particular passage thereof containeth; yielding obedience to the 

commands, trembling at the threatenings, and embracing the promises of God for this life, 

and that which is to come. But the principle acts of saving faith are, accepting, receiving, and 

resting upon Christ alone for justification, sanctification, and eternal life, by virtue of the 

covenant of grace.” 

77. V42. Quotation: “And when they had believed, they said to the woman, ‘Now we believe, 

not because of thy word; but we are come to know Him ourselves, and we know that this is 

indeed the Saviour of the world:’ first by report, then by His presence. So it is to-day with 

them that are without, and are not yet Christians. Christ is made known to them by Christian 

friends; and just upon the report of that woman, that is, the Church, they come to Christ, they 

believe through this report.” ~ St. Augustine 

78. V42. Quotation: “Thus was the seed of the gospel sown in Samaria.” ~ Matthew Henry 

79. To understand, in context, the story of Jesus and the Samaritan woman at the well, it is 

helpful to read the story in connection with the preceding passage.  John the Baptist (the one 

who baptized with water) declared in John 3:35-36: “The Father loves the Son and has given 

all things into his hand.  Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey 

the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.”  This narrative conclusion 

serves as a natural introduction to the Samaritan woman story.  The story illustrates the pre-

announced truth that eternal life (living water) is obtained by believing in the Son.  Whoever 

believes get eternal life—even an immoral Samaritan woman who is a social outcast!  But 

whoever does not believe remains under God’s wrath—even the class of conservative, 
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religious, Bible admiring professional leaders and teachers!  It is also helpful to contrast the 

Samaritan’s woman’s response of faith to Nicodemus’ response of silence.  She is the 

opposite of Nicodemus in almost every way! 

80. The woman found salvation not because she was thirsty, but because Jesus was.  If he had not 

been thirsty, he would not have gone to the well.  He would not have met her there.  He 

would not have asked her for a drink of water.  He would not have had occasion to build on 

the metaphor of thirst to draw her to the living water and the only one who can give it—

himself.  But think about why Jesus was thirsty.  Not just because he was on a long journey 

through a hot and dry region of Samaria.  Why was the Son of God thirsty?  Because he left 

heaven to come into the world to be vulnerable.  To experience weariness and thirst.  She 

found the living water because Jesus said, “I thirst.”  There is one more time in the Gospel of 

John when Jesus says, “I thirst.”  He utters these words on the cross.  But he meant more than 

mere physical thirst.  He was thirsty for God his Father, an intimate relationship he lost on 

the cross because he was taking the punishment we deserve for our sins.  On the cross he was 

cut off from his Father—the source of living water.  That ultimate spiritual thirst Jesus 

experience on the cross becomes the reason why you can have your spiritual thirst satisfied. 
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8 Sermon References 

Jeremiah 2:13  for my people have committed two evils: they have 
forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, and hewed out cisterns for 
themselves, broken cisterns that can hold no water. 

WSC 1  What is the chief end of man? Man's chief end is to glorify God and 
to enjoy him forever. 

“Everybody worships.  The only choice we get is what to 

worship.  And the compelling reason for maybe choosing 

some sort of god…to worship…is that pretty much 

anything else you worship will eat you alive.  If you 

worship money in life, then you will never have enough, 

never feel you have enough.  It’s the truth.  Worship you 

own body and beauty and sexual allure, and you will 

always feel ugly.  And when time and age start showing, 

you will die a million deaths before [your loved ones] 

finally plant you…Worship power, and you will end of 

feeling weak and afraid, and you will need ever more 

power over others to numb you to your own fear.  

Worship your intellect, being seen as smart, you will end 

up feeling stupid, a fraud, always on the verge of being 

found out.  Look, the insidious thing about these forms of 

worship is not that they are evil or sinful; it is that they’re 

unconscious.  They are default settings.” ~ David Foster 

Wallace 
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• Words of Christ ordaining this institution (Mt 26:26-30; Mk 14:22-25; Lk 22:15-20; 1 Cor 11:23-32) 

• There is a real sense in which the story of Jesus offering living water to the Samaritan woman at the well is 

sacramental.  The water of life that Jesus opened her eyes to see and then poured into her soul was the grace of 

God that finally and forever satisfied her longing for true worship.  Jesus pointed to her ordinary water and 

contrasted it with the extraordinary life he gives.  That is what a sacrament does—take ordinary things like water 

and imbue them with eternal significance and spiritual power.  This is what Jesus revealed to the woman—look 

through the ordinary and physical to the eternal and spiritual promise of God. 

• Now jump forward in the story to the night in which he was betrayed.  Jesus took ordinary bread and wine, and 

then set them apart for holy use.  It was the last Passover meal he would eat with his disciples.  If that wasn’t 

special enough, Jesus pointed his disciples beyond the Passover event that commemorates Exodus salvation from 

bondage to life, and transformed the meaning into a crucifixion symbol of life.  Ordinary things indeed testify to 

this amazing, wonderful, glorious grace of God.  Do you hear them worship?  The seas roar.  The hills sing for joy 

together.  The rivers clap their hands making a joyful noise before their King (Ps 98). 

• When Jesus instituted this sacramental meal, he made a covenant with his Church.  That covenant contains 

blessings from God for you and obligations for you to him.  The blessings are sacramental—signs pointing to and 

seals guaranteeing the living water Jesus promises and gives.  This bread made holy by the word of the Lord is a 

token of the Bread of Life Jesus Christ broken for you—really and truly and spiritually giving eternal life as you 

receive Jesus and all his benefits by faith.  Likewise this cup of the fruit of the vine is a sip of the Blood of Jesus 

Christ shed for you on the cross—covering, atoning, and redeeming you from the penalty of sin—as you receive 

Jesus by faith.  When you eat and drink by faith you keep your covenant obligations—to worship the Messiah 

who died that you might live forever. 

• This meal is for those who have tasted God’s living water and have that eternal spring welling up in them.  If you 

are one of God’s baptized children, having confessed your faith publicly, living a life of confession and 

repentance, and a member of any church where the gospel of Jesus is faithfully preached, then I welcome and 

encourage you to come to the Lord’s table.  Come and worship the Messiah and Savior of the world in spirit and 

truth. 

• Brief exhortation and fence the table (not baptized, not publically confessed the faith, not under the care and 

government of a particular branch of Christ’s Church) do not take the bread and wine, but instead take Christ—

stop dipping into broken cisterns that cannot satisfy and drink the living water that only he can give you. 

• Invitation to silent prayer for preparation (confess sin, acknowledge God’s love for you) 

• After allowing time for elders to come forward, close the silent prayer time with a brief prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it 

to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” (Mt 26:26) 
o Reminder to hold the bread and eat together as a body since the one loaf represents Christ’s unified body. 

• Optional: read a scripture (Rev 7:13, 16-17) 

And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, 

“Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for 

many for the forgiveness of sins.  I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the 

vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom.” (Mt 

26:27-29) 
o Reminder to drink from the cup as you are ready since Jesus shed his blood to save you. 




