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Titus 2:1-10 “God’s Glorious Symphony” March 12, 2017 

OT Lesson: Proverbs 31:10-31  Brian M. Sandifer 

God calls pastors, elders, and other mature Christian leaders in the church to teach everyone in the 

household of faith (regardless of age, sex, or vocation) to live in such a way that beautifully harmonizes 

with biblically sound doctrine and glorifies Christ our Savior. 

Introduction – What maxim will be used to describe us? 

I. If Sound Doctrine is God’s Melody 

A. True teachers adhere to God’s melodic theme (v. 1; cf. Tit 1:9) 

God’s word teaches lots of true things that theologians and Bible readers have discovered through 

prayerful study illuminated by the Holy Spirit. Sound doctrine seeks to rightly order and emphasize 

the Bible’s teachings according to God’s organizing theme (the “melody” of the Bible). The melody 

is the gospel: the coming kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit enables us to hear God’s 

melody in the pages of Scripture. 

B. False teachers deviate from God’s melodic theme (cf. Tit 1:10-11) 

There are innumerable ways false teachers corrupt sound doctrine. Whatever form the deviation takes, 

sound doctrine is corrupted into a message that is no gospel at all. Any melody other than the gospel 

is unhealthy and leads to sinful living. One reason God is zealous for sound doctrine is that it leads to 

healthy Christian living. 

II. And if Christian Living is Our Harmony 

A. For older men (v. 2) 

Here is an ideal picture of a mature Christian man: sound in faith, love, and hope. These require very 

practical characteristics. The virtues listed resemble those required of elders and deacons (1 Tim 3:2, 

8). The Christian virtue of self-control (classically known as temperance) has primacy. It is a virtue 

necessary for every kind of Christian. Self-control, which is an inner quality, will manifest outwardly 

in sober-mindedness and literal sobriety. Older men must also be dignified in morals and manner, not 

indulging in youthful debauchery which is especially shameful for the aged. They should express a 

certain gravitas appropriate to their seniority and should reflect a self-controlled mind. 

B. For older women (v. 3) 

God urges older women (like the deacon’s wife; 1 Tim 3:11) to be conformed to the gospel—to be 

reverent in behavior, not to slander, and not be devoted to much alcohol. The Greek word translated 

“reverent in behavior” means attending to everything with a holy awareness of your part as an older 

Christian woman. And older women must teach what is good. Mature ladies, God assigns you all to 

be the family counselors that train, encourage, disciple, and nurture younger women to hold together 

the Christian family. When an older woman is irreverent, when she slanders and tears down people 

inside and outside the church, when she demonstrate a lack of self-control with impulsive, selfish, 

addictive, and destructive behavior, she abdicates her role as teacher. And the church will soon suffer 

as families fall apart because she isn’t there to help when marital and family problems first arise. 

C. For younger women (vv. 4-5) 

What does the Bible say young women must do? Love their own husbands and children. Here the 

word “love” is not referring so much to romance or emotion, and still less to eroticism, but to 
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sacrifice and service (cf. 1 Cor 13). (1) Young women must be self-controlled, by which moral 

teachers always included sexual modesty. A Christian wife is true to her husband in head, heart, and 

hand as she is true to God.  (2) Young women must be busy (“working”) at home. This does not 

preclude the possibility of working outside the home, but it does charge young women to take 

responsibility for domestic affairs. These would include the daily care of their homes and children. (3) 

Being busy at home should not have any appearance of usurping family leadership from the husband. 

Each wife should be subject to her own husband. Note this should not foster oppression or harsh 

treatment of a wife by her husband. Husbands are called to sacrificially love their wives and give their 

lives for her as Christ gave his life for the church (Eph 5:25). 

D. For younger men, including Titus (vv. 6-8) 

God says young men must be sensible and self-controlled, and thus take life seriously. Not everyone 

is called to marriage and child rearing, but normally this is God’s will for most people. His will for 

the church, his redeemed society, is for stable families bound by the covenant of marriage to build 

and participate in intergenerational churches. When this is the norm young men will have many 

examples in the church to look to and learn from. As a young church leader, men like Titus have 

additional instructions that all men should aspire to. Pastors and other leaders are called to be “player-

coaches” rather than armchair theologians. People will not take the pastor’s teaching seriously unless 

there is a seriousness in his manner and delivery. The men whom God has greatly used throughout 

history are those who were serious, sober, dignified, and full of the fear of the Lord. 

E. For slaves/servants (vv. 9-10) 

In the first century, slaves were members of the family household and Christian slaves were members 

of the household of faith. Paul is not approving of slavery (1 Cor 7:21), rather he is regulating it in 

light of the gospel—regulations that eventually toppled slavery as an institution (cf. Eph 6:5-8; Col 

3:22-25; 1 Tim 6:1-2). What does it mean to be “well pleasing”? To do your work with excellence. 

To go the extra mile. Dedicated, voluntary service, even for slaves, is noble. What does it mean to not 

be “argumentative”? To refrain from talking back with disrespectful words and attitudes. To not gripe 

about one’s master to others. What does it mean to “steal” or “pilfer”? To easily take little items or 

sell them, and then report them as lost or broken. In other words, petty larceny. 

III. Then Doctrine and Life Together Make God’s Glorious Symphony 

A. To shame the opponent and reviler (vv. 5b, 8b) 

Obeying these instructions ensures God’s word (the Scriptures and the gospel they contain) cannot be 

plausibly reviled. Although people sometimes deny it, the world knows that virtuous living is 

honorable. So when unbelieving adversaries speak ill of God, the gospel, your elders, your church, or 

even you, they should feel ashamed in their heart and receive shame every time they malign the 

uprightness of Christians who harmonize sound doctrine and wholesome living.  

B. To adorn the doctrine of God our Savior (v. 10b) 

Gospel living can provide a proof of the gospel, at least in the eyes of the watching world. Christians 

must be conscious of what our opponents think and say about the church. Households should have a 

good reputation in the surrounding community, and churches should cultivate this good reputation, 

living harmoniously with God’s gospel melody. 

Conclusion – Our spiritual fathers and mothers were called to live godly lives, and yet from time to time 

received mockery, scorn, and marginalization. We are blessed to share in their sufferings. For in doing so 

we share in the sufferings of Christ Jesus our Lord. May God use our harmonious Christian living, in 

accordance with the melody of sound doctrine, to play his glorious symphony before the whole creation. 
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1 Original Language, Personal English Translation, and Textual Notes 

Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

Tit 2:1 Su. de. la,lei a] pre,pei th/| ug̀iainou,sh| 
didaskali,a|Å 

But you, speak the things which are fitting 
for sound teaching. 

NET tn Grk "say what is fitting for sound 
teaching" (introducing the behavior called 
for in this chapter.). 

Tit 2:2 Presbu,taj nhfali,ouj ei=nai( semnou,j( 
sw,fronaj( ug̀iai,nontaj th/| pi,stei( th/| 
avga,ph|( th/| up̀omonh/|\ 

Older men are to be temperate, worthy of 
respect, self-controlled and sound in faith, 
love, and patience. 

BDAG nhfa,liojnhfa,liojnhfa,liojnhfa,lioj, i,ai,ai,ai,a, on on on on temperate in the use 
of alcoholic beverages, sober, clearheaded, 
self-controlled 1 Ti 3:2, 11; Tit 2:2.* [pg 132] 

 

BDAG up̀omonh,up̀omonh,up̀omonh,up̀omonh,, h/jh/jh/jh/j, h`hh̀`h—̀1. patience, 
endurance, fortitude, steadfastness, 
perseverance Lk 21:19; Ro 2:7; 5:3f; 8:25; 2 
Cor 12:12; 2 Th 3:5; Js 1:3f; 5:11; Rv 2:2f; 
13:10.—2. (patient) expectation Rv 1:9. [pg 
207] 

Tit 2:3 Presbu,tidaj ẁsau,twj evn katasth,mati 
ièroprepei/j( mh. diabo,louj mh. oi;nw| pollw/| 
dedoulwme,naj( kalodidaska,louj( 

Older women, likewise, are to be reverent in 
behavior, not slanderers nor be enslaved to 
much wine, teaching what is good, 

BDAG ièropreph,jièropreph,jièropreph,jièropreph,j, e,j e,j e,j e,j worthy of reverence, 
holy Tit 2:3.* [pg 93] 

Tit 2:4 i[na swfroni,zwsin ta.j ne,aj fila,ndrouj 
ei=nai( filote,knouj 

in order that they might encourage the 
young ladies to be loving to their husbands 
and their children, 

NET tn This verb, swfroni,zw (soÒphronizoÒ), 

denotes teaching in the sense of bringing 
people to their senses, showing what sound 
thinking is. 

BDAG swfroni,zw swfroni,zw swfroni,zw swfroni,zw encourage, advise, urge 

Tit 2:4.* [pg 196] 

Tit 2:5 sw,fronaj àgna.j oivkourgou.j avgaqa,j( 
up̀otassome,naj toi/j ivdi,oij avndra,sin( i[na 
mh. ò lo,goj tou/ qeou/ blasfhmh/taiÅ 

to be modest and chaste, to be busy at 
home, to be kind, and submissive to their 
own husbands, that the word of God may 
not be blasphemed. 

BDAG avgaqo,javgaqo,javgaqo,javgaqo,j, h,h,h,h,, o,n o,n o,n o,n good, beneficial—1. of 
persons: of God perfect, complete Mk 
10:18. Morally good, upright, exceptional of 
Christ J 7:12; of people Mt 12:35; Ac 11:24. 
Kind, benevolent, beneficent Ac 9:36; 1 Pt 
2:18.—2. of things: fertile Lk 8:8; sound Mt 
7:17f; beneficial, wholesome 7:11; helpful 
Eph 4:29; prosperous, happy 1 Pt 3:10; 
clear 1 Ti 1:5; firm Tit 2:10; dependable 2 Th 
2:16. Better Lk 10:42.—3. neut., used as a 
noun what is good in a moral sense Ro 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

2:10. Good deeds J 5:29. Advantage Ro 
8:28. Goods, property Lk 12:18. [Agatha] 
[pg 1] 
 
Metzger, Textual Commentary on the NT: 

oivkourgou,j Instead of the word oivkourou,j 

(ac Dc H L P most minuscules most 

Fathers, followed by the Textus Receptus), 
which occurs frequently in classical Greek, 

a* A C D* F G I 33 177 330 623 Clement of 

Rome al read oivkourgou,j, which occurs 

elsewhere only in Soranus, a medical writer 
of the second century A.D. A majority of the 
Committee preferred the latter reading 
because of superior external support, and 
because it was regarded more probable that 
an unusual word should have been altered 
by copyists to a well-known word, than vice 
versa. The text may be punctuated with or 
without a comma after oivkourgou,j. 

Tit 2:6 Tou.j newte,rouj ẁsau,twj paraka,lei 
swfronei/n 

Exhort the young men, likewise, to be 
sensible; 

BDAG swfrone,wswfrone,wswfrone,wswfrone,w—1. be of sound mind, be in 
one's right mind Mk 5:15; Lk 8:35; 2 Cor 
5:13.—2. be reasonable, sensible, serious 
Ro 12:3; Tit 2:6; 1 Pt 4:7.* [pg 196] 

Tit 2:7 peri. pa,nta( seauto.n pareco,menoj tu,pon 
kalw/n e;rgwn( evn th/| didaskali,a| avfqori,an( 
semno,thta( 

in all things, showing yourself to be an 
example of good works, in your teaching 
show soundness, reverence, 

BDAG avfqori,aavfqori,aavfqori,aavfqori,a, ajajajaj, h ̀h ̀h ̀h ̀soundness, purity Tit 

2:7.* [pg 31] 

 

BDAG semno,thjsemno,thjsemno,thjsemno,thj, thtojthtojthtojthtoj, h ̀h ̀h ̀h ̀reverence, dignity, 
seriousness, probity 1 Ti 2:2; 3:4; Tit 2:7.* 
[pg 180] 

Tit 2:8 lo,gon ug̀ih/ avkata,gnwston( i[na o ̀evx 
evnanti,aj evntraph/| mhde.n e;cwn le,gein peri. 
hm̀w/n fau/lonÅ 

and sound speech that is above reproach, in 
order that the opponent may be ashamed, 
having nothing bad to say about us. 

BDAG fau/lojfau/lojfau/lojfau/loj, hhhh, on on on on worthless, bad, evil, 

base J 3:20; 5:29; Ro 9:11; 2 Cor 5:10; Tit 
2:8; Js 3:16.* [pg 210] 

Tit 2:9 Dou,louj ivdi,oij despo,taij up̀ota,ssesqai evn Slaves are to be subject to their own BDAG up̀ota,ssw up̀ota,ssw up̀ota,ssw up̀ota,ssw subject, subordinate—1. 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

pa/sin( euvare,stouj ei=nai( mh. avntile,gontaj( masters in all things, to be well-pleasing not 
speaking against, 

act. 1 Cor 15:27a, c, 28c; Eph 1:22; Hb 2:5, 
8a.—2. pass. become subject Ro 8:20a; 1 
Cor 15:27b, 28a; Hb 2:8c. Subject oneself, 
be subjected or subordinated, obey Lk 2:51; 
10:17, 20; 1 Cor 14:34; 15:28b; 16:16. [pg 
208] 
 
BDAG avntile,gw avntile,gw avntile,gw avntile,gw speak against, contradict 
Ac 13:45; 28:19, 22; Tit 1:9; 2:9; deny Lk 
20:27. Oppose, be obstinate Lk 2:34; J 
19:12; Ro 10:21.* [pg 17] 

Tit 2:10 mh. nosfizome,nouj( avlla. pa/san pi,stin 
evndeiknume,nouj avgaqh,n( i[na th.n 
didaskali,an th.n tou/ swth/roj h̀mw/n qeou/ 
kosmw/sin evn pa/sinÅ 

not pilfering, but showing all faith is 
dependable, in order that the teaching of 
God our Savior may be adorned in all 
things. 

BDAG nosfi,zw nosfi,zw nosfi,zw nosfi,zw mid. put aside for oneself, 
misappropriate Ac 5:2f; Tit 2:10.* [pg 133] 

 

NET tn Or "showing that genuine faith is 
productive." At issue between these two 
translations is the force of avgaqh,n (agatheÒn): 

Is it attributive (as the text has it) or 
predicate (as in this note)? A number of 
considerations point in the direction of a 
predicate avgaqh,n (e.g., separation from the 

noun pi,stin (pistin) by the verb, the 

possibility that the construction is an object-
complement, etc.), though is not usually 
seen as an option in either translations or 
commentaries. Cf. ExSyn 188–89, 312–13, 
for a discussion. Contextually, it makes an 
intriguing statement, for it suggests a 
synthetic or synonymous parallel: "'Slaves 
should be wholly subject to their 
masters…demonstrating that all [genuine] 
faith is productive, with the result [ecbatic 
i[na] that they will completely adorn the 

doctrine of God.' The point of the text, then, 
if this understanding is correct, is an 
exhortation to slaves to demonstrate that 
their faith is sincere and results in holy 
behavior. If taken this way, the text seems 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

to support the idea that saving faith does not 
fail, but even results in good works" (ExSyn 
312–13). The translation of avgaqh,n as an 

attributive adjective, however, also makes 
good sense. 
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2 Exegetical Outline (verse summary) – Titus 2:1-10 

V1. The Apostle Paul charges pastor Titus to speak things that are fitting for sound teaching. 

V2. Paul begins with instructions for older men in the church, who Titus must instruct to be 

temperate, worthy of respect, self-controlled and sound in faith, love, and patience. 

V3. Likewise, Paul urges Titus to instruct the older women to be reverent in their behavior, not 

slanderers nor be enslaved to alcohol, and to be teaching what is good. 

V4. The older women ought to teach what is good in order to encourage the young ladies to be 

loving to their husbands and their children. 

V5. Moreover, the older woman ought to teach the young ladies to be modest and chaste, to be 

busy at home, to be kind, and to be submissive to their own husbands, so that the word of God 

may not be blasphemed. 

V6. Paul urges Titus to exhort the young men to be sensible (taking life seriously). 

V7. Presumably as a younger man himself, Titus as a pastor must show himself as an example of 

one who is full of good works, and in his teaching to show soundness and reverence. 

V8. In his teaching Titus must show sound speech that cannot reasonably be criticized, in order 

that the opponent may be ashamed, having nothing bad to say about Paul and Titus. 

V9. Furthermore, slaves ought to be submissive to their own masters in all things, to be well-

pleasing and not argumentative toward their masters. 

V10. Slaves also ought not to pilfer, but show that everything about their faith is dependable, in 

order to adorn the teaching of God our Savior in everything. 
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3 Exegetical Outline (full) – Titus 2:1-10 

I. Charge for the pastor to instruct the household of faith in orthopraxy that adorns 

orthodoxy (v. 1) 

• V1. The Apostle Paul charges pastor Titus to speak things that are fitting for sound 

teaching. 

II. Instructions for older people in the household of faith (vv. 2-3) 

a. Older men must set a good example for all (v. 2) 

• V2. Paul begins with instructions for older men in the church, who Titus must 

instruct to be temperate, worthy of respect, self-controlled and sound in faith, 

love, and patience. 

b. Older women must set a good example and teach it (v. 3) 

• V3. Likewise, Paul urges Titus to instruct the older women to be reverent in 

their behavior, not slanderers nor be enslaved to alcohol, and to be teaching 

what is good. 

III. Instructions for younger people in the household of faith (vv. 4-8) 

a. Younger women must learn good home life from older women (vv. 4-5) 

i. V4. The older women ought to teach what is good in order to encourage the 

young ladies to be loving to their husbands and their children. 

ii. V5. Moreover, the older woman ought to teach the young ladies to be modest 

and chaste, to be busy at home, to be kind, and to be submissive to their own 

husbands, so that the word of God may not be blasphemed. 

b. Younger men must live and teach with such soundness and reverence that the church 

cannot reasonably be criticized (vv. 6-8) 

i. V6. Paul urges Titus to exhort the young men to be sensible (taking life 

seriously). 

ii. V7. Presumably as a younger man himself, Titus as a pastor must show 

himself as an example of one who is full of good works, and in his teaching to 

show soundness and reverence. 

iii. V8. In his teaching Titus must show sound speech that cannot reasonably be 

criticized, in order that the opponent may be ashamed, having nothing bad to 

say about Paul and Titus. 
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IV. Instructions for slaves in the household of faith (vv. 9-10) 

a. Pleasant submission (v. 9) 

• V9. Furthermore, slaves ought to be submissive to their own masters in all 

things, to be well-pleasing and not argumentative toward their masters. 

b. Honest dependability (v. 10) 

• V10. Slaves also ought not to pilfer, but show that everything about their faith 

is dependable, in order to adorn the teaching of God our Savior in everything. 
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4 Exegetical Outline (abbreviated) – Titus 2:1-10 

Exegetical Proposition: The apostle Paul charges Titus as pastor to instruct people in the church 

(slave and free, old and young) to adorn their orthodox doctrine with a fitting an irreproachable 

orthopraxy. 

I. Charge for the pastor to instruct the household of faith in orthopraxy that adorns 

orthodoxy (v. 1) 

II. Instructions for older people in the household of faith (vv. 2-3) 

a. Older men must set a good example for all (v. 2) 

b. Older women must set a good example and teach it (v. 3) 

III. Instructions for younger people in the household of faith (vv. 4-8) 

a. Younger women must learn good home life from older women (vv. 4-5) 

b. Younger men must live and teach with such soundness and reverence that the church 

cannot reasonably be criticized (vv. 6-8) 

IV. Instructions for slaves in the household of faith (vv. 9-10) 

a. Pleasant submission (v. 9) 

b. Honest dependability (v. 10) 
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5 Theological Outline – Titus 2:1-10 

Theological Proposition: Pastors and elders must instruct everyone in the church, regardless of 

their age or position of authority, to conduct every aspect of their lives in such a way that 

fittingly and beautifully adorns God’s teachings. 

I. Pastors and elders must instruct everyone in the church to conduct their lives consistently 

with right doctrine (v. 1) 

II. Life instructions for older people (vv. 2-3) 

III. Life instructions for younger people (vv. 4-8) 

IV. Life instructions for servants/employees (vv. 9-10) 
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6 Notes on Titus 2:1-10 

1. Possible OT Readings. Proverbs 31:10-31 

2. Children’s Sermon.  Have 4 people sing the parts of “Nearer My God to Thee”.  Let the kids 

listen to the melody for one verse, then all the children sing it together.  Explain to the kids 

that what they just leaned is the melody of the song.  The melody is the tune we hear in every 

song.  It’s what we sing and hum when we think of a song.  Then show the kids a hymnal. 

Point out that most of the hymns have 4 parts, written as four different notes in every place in 

the song.  These are called harmonies.  A harmony is a little different than the main tune that 

we call the melody.  But a harmony goes with the melody to make the song sound much 

more wonderful and amazing!  A harmony is different than the melody, but it’s not a different 

song.  Now listen to the group sing “Nearer My God to Thee” with all the harmonies added.  

(Wow them with one verse will all the harmonies.)  I remember years ago when the 

Genevans choir visited our church.  I brought my daughter Rachel when she was a little girl.  

She didn’t want to come and hear a bunch of people sing.  But I convinced her come with me 

when I claimed they sing like angels.  So my little girl the skeptic came along to see if I was 

right.  And when the first song was about to begin, and the conductor raised her hands, the 

choir belted out their first note.  And do you know what?  Rachel turned to me with her eyes 

wide as saucers and her jaw on the floor, and she said, “Daddy they DO sound like angels!”  

They sounded like the angels of heaven worshiping God because they were singing 

harmonies.  Explain how while sound doctrine is God’s “melody” that we follow, the 

particular way we live our lives as Christians works out in different “harmonies” on the 

melody.  Different Christians live as by faith obeying God in different ways, but every 

Christian who plays the part God assigns lives in accord with God’s melody of the gospel.  In 

today’s Bible passage, God gives us all different parts to play in the Christian life.  They are 

like our harmonies so we can glorify and magnify God’s gospel—his good words to us.  

Children, listen carefully to the part God assigned to you, so you will know how God wants 

you to live well-pleasing to him. 

3. Many of the adjectives and verbs are pregnant with meaning in this passage.  In this case, the 

Amplified Bible offers a helpful translation to bring out the sense of the text. 

2 But as for you, teach the things which are in agreement with sound doctrine [which 

produces men and women of good character whose lifestyle identifies them as true 

Christians]. 2 Older men are to be temperate, dignified, sensible, sound in faith, in love, 

in steadfastness [Christlike in character]. 

3 Older women similarly are to be reverent in their behavior, not malicious gossips nor 

addicted to much wine, teaching what is right and good, 4 so that they may encourage the 

young women to tenderly love their husbands and their children, 5 to be sensible, pure, 

makers of a home [where God is honored], good-natured, being subject to their own 

husbands, so that the word of God will not be dishonored. 
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6 In a similar way urge the young men to be sensible and self-controlled and to behave 

wisely [taking life seriously]. 7 And in all things show yourself to be an example of good 

works, with purity in doctrine [having the strictest regard for integrity and truth], 

dignified, 8 sound and beyond reproach in instruction, so that the opponent [of the faith] 

will be shamed, having nothing bad to say about us. 

9 Urge bond-servants to be subject to their own masters in everything, to be pleasing and 

not talk back, 10 not stealing [things, regardless of value], but proving themselves 

trustworthy, so that in every respect they will adorn and do credit to the teaching of God 

our Savior. 

[Copyright © 2015 by The Lockman Foundation, La Habra, CA 90631. All rights 

reserved.] 

4. The main point of this passage (and more generally, Titus 2:1-3:8) is that right doctrine leads 

to right behavior.  Paul describes the proper living that accords with the gospel.  The 

instructions correspond to the framework of the common household code of the day.  Special 

attention is given to distinctions between age, sex, and position, with additional instruction 

for household servants (slaves).  Some commentators argue that the instructions are culturally 

bound, but this is a difficult position to defend as Paul roots the instruction in “sound 

doctrine” itself.  Take note that while there are similarities that transcend age and gender in 

these life instructions, there are also distinctives for each group. 

5. Proper Christian living is contrasted with the false teachers of Titus 1:10-16.  Whereas the 

false teachers lived in accord with their false doctrine (except for the glaring contradiction 

that they claimed to know God but their deeds argued otherwise), true Christians are also to 

live consistently with right doctrine.  However, the contrast of false teachers and true 

believers should be visibly striking as their lifestyle and moral character are compared.  

Notice also that the moral behavior required of all Christians accords with that required of 

elders (Tit 1:5-9).  These moral commands are not merely for some.  The point is there are 

ways to honor God from all stations in life. 

6. Application: Some Christians and even some pastors would prefer to have a church of young 

people.  How tempting it is for younger Christians to surround themselves with those from 

the same generation!  While the idea may not be so crass as to ignore older Christians, it is 

easy to neglect people older than ourselves because of the misunderstanding between 

generations.  Paul must have known this, so he instructs Titus to teach and set a godly 

example to every single person is his congregation—addressing every age group, men and 

women, and master and slave.  The assumption is that a healthy church is ideally multi-

generational and includes every kind of person from all walks of life at all stages of life. 

7. This passage (Tit 2:1-10) is theologically linked to the following verse (vv. 11-15).  

Sometimes Paul presents the theology first and subsequently applies it to life and morals.  

Here he reverses this order, presenting the life and morality first, and finally explaining the 

theological rationale for the ethical commands which is rooted in the gospel of salvation.  A 

list of do’s and don’ts is a literary genre called paraenesis (a list of virtues to cultivate and 

vices to avoid).  Salvation is the reason, foundation, and power to perform the ethics of the 
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Christian life.  We might say this is “ethics rooted in sound theology” (ESV Literary Study 

Bible, 1791).  More labels include “gospel lifestyle” and “doctrine fuels godliness” (ESV 

Global Study Bible).  Orthodoxy is essential, and it is essential that it leads to orthopraxy.  

Salvation is meant to produce beautiful, sacrificial living.  Sound doctrine is good and holy, 

and should make believers so.  Doctrine and life must harmonize. 

8. Quotation: “Polytheistic culture was often tolerant of diverse religious views, but many 

cultures were nevertheless suspicious of foreign cults, especially those they thought 

undermined traditional household order.  Household relationships affected outsiders’ 

perceptions of the movement.  Members of minority faiths sometimes used household codes 

to show their allegiance to the social order.  Such codes belonged to the wider subject of 

household management, which included even relations with authorities.” ~ NIV Cultural 

Backgrounds Study Bible, 2127 

9. Quotation: “Faith must go hand in hand with the exercise of virtue.  Faith is meaningless 

without obedience to the moral law and the practice of charity.  Our good acts and virtuous 

lives not only express our faith but also serve as a witness to draw others closer to Christ.  

This effort constitutes a lifelong task.” ~ Didache Bible, 1632 

10. V1. “But as for you” is in sharp contrast to the previous verses where Paul dealt with how to 

view and handle the false teachers.  Titus must be different.  His claim to know God, and his 

teaching sound doctrine to the church, must be reflected in a godly character, reputation, and 

lifestyle.  The instruction he must give to the church should help them affirm instead of deny 

their claim to know God.  Since the false teachers had upset “whole households” (Tit 1:11), it 

is all the more important that Titus teach not only sound (healthy, wholesome, that which 

feeds the soul) doctrine, but also what accords with sound doctrine to bring order to the 

families suffering the havoc wrought by the false teachers (whose doctrine was unhealthy, 

diseased).  Along with oversight as an elder, the pastor’s duty is to teach sound doctrine.  

Why?  Because Christians are by definition “disciples” which means they are always 

learning to follow Christ in the school of Christ.  In this verse Paul charges Titus to instruct 

each group in the church how to live as Christians.  The instruction is tailored to each group 

and their specific needs (1 Tim 5:1-2), although it is notable that the basic commonalities in 

all instruction are to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in this present age (Tit 

2:11). 

11. V1. The emphasis is on a morality that rests on sound doctrine.  This implies a solid doctrinal 

foundation upon which Christian ethics and practice must rest.  Sound doctrine is the truth 

“content” of the Christian faith.  Believers must be grounded in sound doctrine.  Otherwise 

they will be vulnerable to many dangers that tempt them away from the Bible’s teaching.  

Well-grounded believers won’t be confused by the compelling rhetoric of false teachers.  

They won’t be devastated by tragic circumstances or prolonged suffering.  They won’t be 

swayed by the pull of unstable emotions.  The assumption of a solid foundation in biblical 

doctrine means disciples must learn the Bible, study theology, and apply biblical principles in 

their lives with other believers in the home and the church. 

12. V1. Quotation: “Christian doctrine is healthy in the same way as the human body is healthy.  

For Christian doctrine resembles the human body.  It is a coordinated system consisting of 
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different parts wich relate to one another and together constitute a harmonious whole.  If 

therefore our theology is maimed (with bits missing) or diseased (with bits distorted), it is not 

‘sound’ or ‘healthy’.” ~ John Stott, The Message of Titus, 186. 

13. Vv2-10.  The overall thrust of these biblical instructions is clear for all ages and both genders 

in the church.  The older believers are to teach the younger believers in word and example.  

The domains of head, heart, and hand must be formed in the next generation to promote 

godliness and the good reputation of the gospel. 

14. Illustration & Application: One may note that many of these virtues are not explicitly 

“Christian”.  Perhaps the most common atheist objection to the Christian faith is “I don’t 

need God to live a moral life.”  It is true that many of the same virtues appear in the writings 

of the ancient philosophers.  They appear in the holy books of other ancient religions.  In 

secular enlightenment thinkers it is common to find exhortations to the virtuous life.  What 

makes these virtues explicitly Christian is their foundation and purpose.  The foundation 

answers the Why question: Why should I live a virtuous life?  What if I don’t want to?  The 

Christian answer is that you must because God has called and commanded you to live as 

such.  Besides, God designed humanity to flourish and prosper when we cultivate these 

virtues.  In other words, they are good for us and life goes well when we live by them.  All 

other foundational appeals to live virtuously appeal to fear or pride.  “You must live this way 

because society says you must and it is against the law to live otherwise.”  This appeals to the 

coercive power of the state by way of fear.  “You must live this way because you will benefit 

personally.”  This appeals to the selfish passions by way of pride and lust.  Yet fear and pride 

cannot supply the “ought” required for ethics.  They are not founded on anything that is able 

to compel an “ought.”  Only Christian virtues are founded on the call and command of a 

virtuous God to whom we owe love and obedience.  The purpose answers the For What 

question: “What is Christian ethics good for?”  It is ultimately for the adornment of the 

gospel and the glory of God.  All other ethical systems serve the purpose of glorifying an 

idol—whether it be the state, pleasing other people, or pleasing yourself.  Only Christian 

ethics has a purpose that is transcendent and worthy of following.  Only Christian virtues are 

motivated by the example of Christ, are measured by the standard of God’s law, and have 

God’s glory as their chief end. 

15. V2. NET sn Temperate…in endurance. See the same cluster of virtues in 1 Thess 1:3 and 1 Cor 

13:13 

16. V2. Only one verse addresses older men.  The words describe an ideal picture of a mature 

Christian man who is dignified and has a vibrant faith.  Virtues listed here resemble those 

required of elders (1 Tim 3:2, 8).  Titus must teach the men of Crete, who have an earned 

reputation for wildness, to be self-controlled.  The Christian virtue of self-control 

(temperance) is necessary before all the other ethical commands may be kept.  Why? Because 

without self-control the mind of Christ will desire to obey God’s law but the weakness of the 

flesh will overrule the Christian mind.  Without self-control, the sinful nature will overcome 

a Christian’s desire to live a godly life.  Note that Paul urges the “first virtue” of self-control 

of not just the older men, but also the elders (Tit 1:8), the older women (2:5), younger men 

(v. 6), and by extension the whole church (v. 12).  Self-control (temperance, sobriety) is the 

opposite of ignorant frivolity and carelessness.  Life is too short and our calling as believers 
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too high to be anything less than self-controlled for the Savior.  Of course a sober, self-

controlled life precludes any abuse of alcohol or other substance addiction.  As the older men 

of Crete were too commonly given to excessive drinking, Paul urged the Christian older men 

to reject this vice as it does not fit accord with sound doctrine.  Furthermore, older men must 

be dignified (grave, serious) in morals, not indulging in youthful debauchery which is 

shameful for the old man.  John Stott cites Chrysostom who notes there are certain failings 

that tend to come with age.  There are some failings that are common to all ages, but aging 

brings with it “a slowness, a timidity, a forgetfulness, an insensibility, and an irritability.”  

Therefore older men are exhorted to dignity and maturity. They should express a certain 

gravitas which is appropriate to their seniority and that reflect a self-controlled mind. 

17. V2. Illustration & Application: Keep in mind that the early church comprised people from 

many different backgrounds and viewpoints.  This made conflict inevitable.  Most 

congregations were the only church in their city.  Imagine if all the Christians in Warrenton 

had to be in the same congregation together, submitting to one another and loving each other 

out of reverence for Christ.  Wesleyans and Presbyterians.  Baptists and Charismatics.  

Roman Catholics and Eastern and Orthodox.  Non-denominationals and Mainliners.  Imagine 

the sparks that would fly?  The early church was a little like this.  Self-control, wisdom, and 

discernment were invaluable.  In such a diverse environment it was absolutely necessary for 

Christians to master their wills, tongues, and emotions so Christ would not be dishonored. 

18. V3. It was common for ancient humor to poke fun at the stereotypical older woman.  She was 

portrayed as full of gossip and foolish talk, only worthy to talk with other women due to her 

lack of education.  A typical stereotype was an older woman addicted to much wine and 

sexually desiring younger men (today we might call her a “cougar”).  Many men resented 

drunkenness in women—wielding a double standard as men were not shamed for 

drunkenness.  Some praised the severe values of earlier times, when one Roman husband had 

supposedly beat his wife to death for drinking.  Drunkenness on Crete was thought by some 

to be especially bad compared to other places and cultures. 

19. V3. Three verses are devoted to instructing older women.  Instructions for these women 

begin with the word “likewise” which probably means they must have the same virtues urged 

for older men, and in addition the ones to follow in Paul’s list.  Virtues here resemble those 

required of deacon’s wives (1 Tim 3:11).  Paul indirectly instructs the younger women by 

exhorting the older women to teach the younger ones how to live in light of the gospel.  The 

instruction for older and younger women is intertwined because an important responsibility 

of older women is to teach and mentor the younger women in how to be a gospel-shaped 

Christian woman, wife, and mother.  Paul begins by urging older women to be conformed to 

the gospel like the older men—to be reverent in behavior, not to slander or gossip, and not be 

devoted to much alcohol (for slander/gossip and drunkenness often go together).  When the 

older women teach the younger women, they should not slander but rather do the opposite: 

teach what is “good” (contextually, probably as it pertains to the home) and conforms to 

Christian morality in terms of household roles.  The role of the older women is indispensable.  

Their job is critically important for the long-term health and sustainability for congregations.  

God assigns them to be the family counselors (experienced mothers and grandmothers) that 

train, encourage, and disciple women to hold together the Christian family.  This is so 

important because just as families are the building blocks of God’s common-grace society, so 
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also are Christian families the building blocks of God’s special-grace society—the Church.  

When the older women are irreverent in the way they live, when they slander and tear down 

people inside and outside the church, when they demonstrate lack of self-control with 

impulsive, selfish, addictive, and destructive behavior (such as abusing alcohol or other 

substances), they have abdicated their role to nurture women to live good and godly lives.  

Both Chrysostom and Calvin make a point to connect the virtue of modesty in older women 

to the way they dress.  Chrysostom describes ideal Christian older women that, “in their very 

dress and carriage they exhibit modesty.” 

20. V3. The Greek word for “reverent in behavior” (i`eropreph,j) is a hapax legomenon.  It means 

in general to fit with someone or something that is holy, and in particular something like a 

priestess.  Older women must conduct themselves as if all of life is lived in God’s presence.  

As a priest was always mindful in his work of God’s presence, and so conducting himself 

with reverence befitting his holy calling, so also must older women conduct themselves. 

21. V4. Interestingly, Paul says that older women do well to attend to their own morality, but in 

doing so have not discharged their whole duty.  They must also train the younger women.  

The instruction in this verse pertain to the older women teaching the younger women who 

and how to love (cf. 1 Tim 2:11-15; 5:14).  Christian wives and mothers, many coming out of 

pagan backgrounds with no biblical foundation, would be well on their way to making 

marriage and home a godly success if they regard love as the priority in the home.  This 

teaching should take the form of “training,” which is the verbal form of the adjective “self-

controlled” that weaves throughout this whole passage.  They must love their own husbands 

and children.  Here the word “love” is not referring so much to romance or emotion, and still 

less to eroticism, but to sacrifice and service (cf. 1 Cor 13).  These characteristics (love for 

husband and children) are displayed on many tomb inscriptions of the period as the crowning 

virtues of a women.  Most ancient writers agreed; these are common grace virtues.  They 

express the ideal Roman wife, but it is not a culturally-bound standard since the context 

(based in “sound doctrine”; Tit 2:1), the light of nature, and the whole Bible enlists women to 

display these virtues. This is probably a summary command for the more specific instruction 

that follows in verse 5.  In Crete (and now in some strata of America), the social order and 

prevailing culture did not encourage marital fidelity or a motherly commitment to one’s own 

children.  Because of this, Paul encouraged Titus to teach in opposition to what the culture 

was telling women—that they had the right and freedom to forsake the sacrificial and 

committed love for their husbands and children.  In such a licentious and weak family 

environment, it is necessary for the experienced and older generation to instruct the younger 

generation.  Note we cannot take this for granted as Americans.  We live in a culture where 

the divorce rate is terribly high, many are eschewing marriage altogether thus weakening the 

bonds of commitment, and the raising of children often takes second priority to career 

pursuits.  What is the nature of Paul’s instruction?  To receive and heed wisdom from those 

who have gone before you.  To learn who to live to please—not friends or neighbors or even 

family first, but God first.  To love your husband and children in a way that honors Christ’s 

calling and purpose for the Christian family, which is spelled out in verse 5.  This instruction 

was almost universally useful in that era when most younger women were married by their 

mid- to late-teens and some as young as puberty.  In light of this it becomes clear why it was 

imperative for “older women” (i.e., mothers and grandmothers) to instruct their teens on how 

to love and submit to a good husband. 



Titus 2:1-10 Brian M. Sandifer 

Heritage Presbyterian Church 16 3/12/2017 

22. V4. Application & Quotation: Mothers must love their children, but that love must be self-

controlled and biblical.  For example, some mothers claim to love their children “too much” 

to spank them or deprive them of anything.  But this is not godly love.  We must take our cue 

from the way God loves his people, which includes corrective discipline that can feel painful 

but leads us to repentance, forgiveness, and restoration.  A mother that refuses to discipline 

her children in love is really just demonstrating a selfish love of herself instead of a love for 

the child.  If a mother does not discipline herself with self-control, she will not be able to 

lovingly discipline her children.  Hebrews 12:9-11 says, “Besides this, we have had earthly 

fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much more be subject to the 

Father of spirits and live?  For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, 

but he disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. For the moment all 

discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of 

righteousness to those who have been trained by it.” 

23. V4. Note that Paul instructs the young pastor Titus to instruct all these various groups in the 

church, but the means whereby Titus is to instruct the younger women is unique.  For the 

younger women, Titus is to employ the teaching and training gifts of the older women to do 

the work.  This is appropriate for it removes a potential source of temptation from Titus, and 

it guards the pastor’s reputation with husbands and those outside the church.  Thus Titus is to 

teach the younger women indirectly through the direct teaching of the older women.  

Besides, the older women would have better access to younger women than younger men, or 

even pastors would.  No one (not even Titus) is better equipped and able to teach young 

women than the godly older women in the household of faith.  This of course first implies 

mothers and grandmothers will teach their daughters, but other older women outside the 

family but in the church are explicitly enjoined here to mentor the younger women. 

24. Vv2-4. Quotation & Application: “One of the strongest forces for spiritual ministry in the 

local church lies with the older believers.  Those who are retired have time for service.  It is 

good to see that many local churches have organized and mobilized these important people.  

In my own ministry, I have been greatly helped by senior saints who knew how to pray, teach 

the Word, visit, troubleshoot, and help build the church.” ~ Warren Wiersbe, BEC, vol 2, 264-

265. 

25. V5. Again, this is primarily instruction for the younger women, but Paul counsels them 

indirectly by wisely deferring to the older women to do the instructing.  Probably in a 

personal mentoring sort of way.  This instruction is very practical and focuses on the 

domestic sphere of life.  It is the Christian version of the cultural household code.  Attending 

to domestic affairs is not contrary to healthy spiritual life.  It is rather an expression of it, for 

an orderly home fueled by marital and familiar love is a spiritual lesson in itself, as also it 

makes room for instruction in sound doctrine in the home.  Here are the instructions Paul 

gives.  First, young women must be self-controlled, in which moral teachers always included 

sexual modesty (purity or chastity).  This aspect of self-control (modesty, purity, chastity) is 

not merely physical, but also in the mind and heart.  A Christian wife is true to her husband in 

head, heart, and hand.   Second, young women are to be busy (“working”) at home.  This 

does not preclude the possibility of working outside the home, but it does enjoin young 

women to take responsibility for domestic affairs.  These would include the daily care of 

their homes and children.  Third, being busy at home should not have any appearance of 
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usurping family leadership from the husband.  Each wife should be submission to her own 

husband.  What does this look like?  Wives should support their own husband’s leadership 

role in the family.  Note well this should not in any way foster oppression or harsh treatment 

of a wife by her husband.  Submission for the wife must be in the context of sacrificial love 

for the husband.  It has been said many times that a Christian wife should have no qualms 

submitting to her own husband when he is sacrificially loving her, protecting her, providing 

for her, praising her, and leading her to Christ.  Husbands are called to sacrificially love their 

wives and give their lives for her as Christ so loved his bride the church that he spend himself 

for her (Eph 5:25).  The focus here is on older women mentoring younger woman on how to 

be a godly wife and mother.  There are other passages in the NT where similar instructions 

for household order are listed (cf. Eph 5:22-24; Col 3:18; 1 Tim 5:14; 1 Pet 3:1-6).  Obeying 

these instructions is for the purpose of ensuring God’s word (the Scriptures and the gospel 

they contain) may not be reviled.  This instruction is for women to be modest and chaste, to 

be busy at home, to be kind (not letting domestic duties harden your heart in cruelty to 

husband or children; ruling the home with an iron hand; cf. Prov 31:26), and to be submissive 

to their own husbands.  Living this way is not only God’s will but it is also the grounding of a 

winsome and authentic Christian testimony to your family, friends, neighbors, and according 

to this verse, even your enemies!  Gospel living can provide the legitimate ground of the 

gospel, at least in the eyes of the watching world. 

26. V5. The Greek adjective for “working at home” is rare and only occurs once in the NT 

(oivkourgou.j; a hapax legomenon).  [Note a sizable minority of MSS have instead the 

common Greek word oivkourou,j which appears to be an alternative spelling of the same word.  

Both words appear to have the same lexical meaning.]  It does not command that a wife or 

mother stay cooped up at home, but rather to exercise managerial gifts and skills for the 

family’s sake.  This does not rule out working outside the home (cf. Prov 31:16, 18, 24), but 

it does confirm the responsibility for domestic oversight and involvement in a loving and 

intimate manner for a woman’s husband and children.  In other words, if a woman marries 

and thus takes upon herself the calling of being a wife and, if God wills, a mother, she must 

love and not neglect her husband or children.  She must be a home-lover.  The meaning of the 

word can be drawn from a related passage where Paul instructs pastor Timothy how to teach 

younger women to live.  In Timothy 5:13-14, Paul notes the problems that Ephesian Christian 

women were tempted toward.  Instead of being busybodies, they are to attend to their duties 

at home.  These instructions are to the end that the word of God may not be reviled or 

maligned by the surrounding culture.  The reputation and thus the fair hearing of the gospel 

was at stake, in the hands of Christians who confessed Christ and lived among their 

neighbors (WCF 16.2).  The Greco-Roman cultural pattern and expectation is enlightening.  

The ideal was that women stay at home, keeping busy with domestic affairs, in order to avoid 

contact with unrelated men in public.  That is where the shame was rooted.  Busy at home 

was that culture’s prescription for protecting a woman’s chaste reputation.  Obviously the 

ideal was not always possible in practice. 

27. V5. Here are a few lexical definitions of the word for “busy (or working) at home”. 

a. Friberg, Analytical Greek Lexicon. of one preoccupied with domestic affairs working at 

home, domestic; possibly substantivally homemaker 
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b. BDAG Lexicon. pert. to carrying out household responsibilities, busy at home, carrying out 

household duties, of women 

c. UBS Lexicon. devoted to home duties 

d. Louw-Nida Lexicon. one who works in the home - 'one who takes care of the home, 

homemaker. 

e. Liddel-Scott Greek Lexicon. a house-steward 

f. Thayer Greek-English Lexicon of the NT. caring for the house, working at home 

g. Moulton-Milligan, Vocabulary of the Greek NT. house-worker 

h. Gingrich, Greek NT Lexicon. working at home, domestic 

28. V5. Illustration: My mother who chose to stay home during the years when her children were 

still living at home.  My sister and brother-in-law both have full time jobs, and they have 2 

young boys who are both basically non-verbal autistics.  Even though the boys are in a 

special school, the parents don’t farm out the responsibility to love and nurture their children.  

They are both very involved as parents and they have an active life at home.  My sister is 

able to manage the household responsibilities and is very busy (along with her husband) at 

home. 

29. Vv3-5. Application: Young wives and mothers in the church should learn to live in a 

Christian manner by observing and learning from the older wives and mothers in the church 

who have already successfully navigated the earlier years of marriage and child raising.  

Look for the exemplary women, then listen and consider their advice.  If you are of an older 

age, then not only must you live in such a way that motivates younger believers, you should 

be looking for younger people who need a helper.  This is honoring to God.  He considers it 

service to him. 

30. V5. Quotation: “Christian marriages and Christian homes, which exhibit a combination of 

sexual equality and complementarity, beautifully commend the gospel; those which fall short 

of this ideal bring the gospel into disrepute.” ~ John Stott, The Message of Titus, 189. 

31. V6. Next, young men are addressed, indicating that all people, regardless of age or gender, 

have responsibilities in the home and the household of faith.  This probably includes an age 

range from mid-teens to about 40 years old.  It appears Paul includes Titus in this section (vv. 

6-8) as he may have been relatively young compared to the older men in the church.  Thus 

the instruction to young men applies to Titus as well.  Even so, only this verse addresses the 

behavior of young men in general.  Paul says they must be sensible (again Paul commands 

self-control) and thus take life seriously.  In what areas do young men in particular need self-

control?  Controlling your temper, your tongue, your ambition and appetites, especially 

bodily and sexual urges.  Young men are sometimes tempted to be goofy and irreverent so 

much that this kind of behavior begins to characterize them.  They can get a reputation for 

being a person to not take seriously.  We live in a society where manhood, fatherhood, and 

being a husband is mocked and thus neglected.  There is little praise afforded to husbands 
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and fathers who devote themselves to the nurturing role of raising a family and faithfully 

loving a women.  You might get a tip of the cap for giving your life to a woman in marriage 

and fatherhood, but you’re not going to be featured on a magazine cover for your selfless 

duty.  But in God’s eyes, young men who pursue maturity through marriage and parenting are 

praiseworthy.  Not everyone is called to marriage and child rearing, but normally this is 

God’s will for most people.  His will for the church, his redeemed society, is for covenantally 

stable families to populate intergenerational churches.  When this becomes the norm young 

men will have many examples in the church to look to and learn from.  Note well that Paul’s 

exhortation proves young men are able to exercise self-control by God’s grace.  The means to 

cultivate self-control is gospel encouragement, especially the kind between Christian young 

men in the church.  Setting an example for each other is invaluable in fostering self-control.  

That is one important reason why Titus must control himself—to set a godly example for the 

young men in the church. 

32. V6. Quotation: “It is as if [Paul] had said ‘Let them be well regulated and obedient to 

reason.’” ~ John Calvin 

33. Application: When things go wrong in a friend’s life, are you, young man, someone who the 

friend asks for help?  Are you considered serious and trustworthy with real life issues? 

34. Vv7-8.  Application: If you want someone to act a certain way, then you need to live that way 

yourself.  Only through a life consistent with your words will you earn a hearing.  Your life 

must reinforce your teaching.  If a pastor wants to shape the church according to God’s Word, 

then must not only preach and teach the church, but he must also exhort the church by his 

own example.  He must constantly be a good example in all things.  To say and do otherwise 

is hypocrisy. 

35. “Vv7-8 Quotation: “It is not easy to pastor a church.  You do not punch a clock; yet you are 

always on duty.  You must be careful to practice what you preach; you must be the same man 

in and out of the pulpit.  Hypocrisy in speech or conduct will ruin a man’s ministry.  No 

pastor is perfect, just as no church member is perfect; but he must strive to be the best 

example possible.  A church will never rise any higher than its leadership.” ~ Warren 

Wiersbe, BEC, vol 2, 265-266. 

36. V7. Pastors and other leaders are called to be “player-coaches” rather than theoreticians.  

They are to coach Christians how to play the game of life, and they are to play the game as a 

model player themselves.  God wants pastors to be the chief examples of Christian conduct in 

the church.  Pastors must not place burdens on the people in his congregation that he is 

unwilling to lift himself.  Jesus sharply rebukes religious leaders who pile up heavy burdens 

on others but are unwilling to lift a finger to help them (Mt 23:4).  A teacher’s example is 

very important as a student is essentially formed by the teacher’s life and instruction (cf. Phil 

3:17; 1 Tim 4:12; Heb 13:7; 1 Pet 5:2-3).  His example of integrity and dignity is not gloomy.  

The image is not one of dour seriousness.  Joy and laughter and grace and peace and 

forgiveness and compassion and love are the words that describe his teaching, his integrity, 

and his dignity.  People will not take the pastor’s teaching seriously unless there is a 

seriousness in the preacher’s manner and delivery.  Richard Baxter advised pastors, 

“whatever you do, let the people see that you are in good earnest…You cannot break men’s 
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hearts by jesting with them.”  The pastors and evangelists whom God has greatly used 

throughout history are the men who were serious, sober, dignified, and full of the fear of the 

Lord. 

37. V8. Just as the young women are to live in such a manner that adorns the gospel, Titus also 

must live and speak thus to put his opponents to shame.  The kind of speech Paul refers to is 

likely that of ordinary life and everyday conversation rather than preacher per se, since 

overall in this section Paul is enjoining Titus to have a life that adorns his public preaching 

and teaching.  When his unbelieving adversaries speak ill of God, the gospel, or Titus, they 

will be ashamed of themselves if Titus lives with integrity and uprightness.  We must never 

forget that we serve the Lord and not the world.  It is God we seek to please, and we must 

reach out and serve the world in a manner that pleases God.  And what does God expect of us 

in reaching and serving the world?  Christians must be conscious of what our opposition say 

and think about the church.  That means we must be in dialogue with the world, listening to 

their critiques, complaints, and accusations.  Who knows, perhaps God is using the world to 

speak correction to the church (2 Sam 16:5-14).  An elder should live in such a way as to 

have a good reputation with outsiders (1 Tim 3:7).  Likewise, congregations should have a 

good reputation in the surrounding community, and churches should cultivate this good 

reputation as far as it depends on us (Rom 12:18). 

38. V8. Application: Integrity in your teaching and advice is cultivated through careful Bible 

study and patient listening before you speak.  Otherwise, when speaking on spiritual and 

moral issues, you are prone to sin by being impulsive, unreasonable, and sowing confusion 

with others.  Sinful arguments are started in these ways.  This is not the way to convince 

someone of the truth.  Humility and patience and wisdom is the path to teaching with 

integrity. 

39. V8. Quotation: “Faithful ministers will have enemies watching, such as will endeavor to find 

or pick holes in their teaching or behavior; the more need therefore for them to look to 

themselves.” ~ Matthew Henry, Commentary, 1902 

40. V9.  Slaves were an established and entrenched part of the Roman social and economic order.  

But one historian’s accounting there were more slaves in Rome than citizens and freemen!  

Although Greco-Roman slavery was not the same as race-based chattel slavery was in early 

America, many slaves were mistreated and sometimes viewed as despised subhuman 

creatures.  Common perceptions viewed slaves as lazy, apt to argue with their masters, and 

prone to steal when they could get away with it (note that lower-level slaves often lacked 

incentives to work hard, humbly, and honestly).  But the gospel challenged and ultimately 

changed this view of slavery.  God saved masters and slaves, and the gospel called both to 

not only regard each other as Christian brothers and sisters in the household of faith, but to 

also treat each other that way.  Remember the gospel is not just about reforming our minds by 

learning sound doctrine, the gospel also necessarily changes our social ethics in the way we 

act toward others (Eph 6:5-9).  Hence the dynamics of master-slave relations on the island of 

Crete required attention as well.  Slaves were members of the family household and Christian 

slaves were members of the household of faith.  They and their masters deserved special 

instruction for living together as fellow Christians.  Note that in giving these instructions, 
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Paul is not approving of slavery (cf. 1 Cor 7:21), rather he is regulation the institution of 

slavery in light of the gospel (cf. Eph 6:5-8; Col 3:22-25; 1 Tim 6:1-2). 

41. V9. What does it mean to be “well pleasing”?  It is more than obeying, since it is possible to 

be obedient but not from the heart, to do what is required but no more.  To be well pleasing is 

to do your work for your employer with excellence.  To go the extra mile.  To impress with 

the overall quality of your work.  To be polite and respectful.  Dedicated, voluntary service, 

even for slaves, is noble.  What does it mean to not be “argumentative”?  It is to talk back 

with disrespectful words and attitudes.  These are the first sprouts of the seeds of rebellion in 

the heart.  A slave might rationalize arguing with his master if he knew more about the job 

that his master did.  It is easy for discussion and clarification about work to devolve into an 

argument.  A slave might also gripe about his master to others.  This also is being 

argumentative, perhaps not directly to the master, but arguments are often waged via proxy.  

Either way it is a poor witness for Christ. 

42. V10. When slaves live as such, they adorn the gospel and their testimony of faith in God our 

Savior.  Such living highlights the attractiveness of the gospel.  The idea here is to elicit a 

response from masters of their slaves who were looked down upon: “If Christianity has this 

effect even on slaves, it must be wonderful!”  In this sense, such living “proves” the truth, 

goodness, and beauty of the gospel.  The idea is for slaves to work for the master as they 

serve Christ—for that is what they are actually doing (Col 3:22-24)!  Free believers are 

required to live this way, and slaves are also required to live this way.  There is no 

discrimination, no special privilege.  All are called to the personal, domestic, and social 

ethics of the Christian gospel.  All lives must reflect the attractiveness of the gospel’s 

teaching of Christ.  The goal is for Christian slaves to give a unique and powerful testimony 

to their Savior Jesus Christ who saved them, redeemed them, and transformed them by the 

power of the gospel.  Willing faithfulness and obedience to their masters could go a long way 

in convincing a society that was skeptical and suspicious about the gospel message to “set the 

captives free”. 

43. V10. Illustration: Bumper sticker that says “Be the moon, reflect the Son.” 

44. Vv9-10.  Application: Note that standards Paul lays out for slaves and masters can help 

govern employer and employee relations too.  How so?  Consider the submission command.  

Employees would do well to follow their employer’s instructions, not working against the 

mission of the company.  Consider the well-pleasing and not-to-argue command.  To work 

hard without talking back is a recipe for pleasing your employer.  Arguing with your boss is 

asking to get fired, transferred, or marginalized at work.  Consider the command not to pilfer.  

Businesses lose millions every year due to employee theft or wastefulness.  Not just stealing 

office supplies, but stealing time too by not working (or not working hard) when on the 

clock.  Imagine how prices could fall and employee compensation could rise if all forms of 

stealing ceased!  Not only the workplace would transform for the better, but families, 

communities, and economies would flourish.  And when Christians serve as good employees 

and employers, giving credit to God for their work ethic, the gospel is adorned and God is 

glorified.  Christian employers and employees have the potential for a unique and powerful 

testimony in the secular workplace.  Integrity, industry, and honesty adorn the gospel more 
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and more in an environment rife with corruption, laziness, low standards of conduct, and 

dishonesty. 

45. V10. What does it mean to “steal” or “pilfer”?  Slaves were in a position to easily take little 

items for themselves or to sell them, and then report they had been lost or broken.  Think 

petty larceny.  This was probably the sin that Onesimus committed against his master 

Philemon (Philm 18).  Calvin mentions the Greek comedies were full of characters who as 

servants cheated their masters by arguing and stealing from them.  And in ancient times the 

terms “servant” and “thief” were often interchangeable!  Employees do the same thing today, 

stealing from their employer little things and even big things.  When you take office supplies 

for personal use you are robbing your employer!  How much more when you help yourself to 

the company’s larger property.  Or when you steal time that you’re getting paid for.  No 

excuse will get you off the hook, even though you might tell yourself, “They owe it to me!” 

or “I’ve earned it.”  When we live with integrity, honesty, and humility as Christian workers, 

we positively adorn the gospel and prevent it from negatively being blasphemed. 

46. V10.  The Greek word for “adorn” (kosme,w) means to make attractive.  It is used of the 

setting of jewelry to display it with beauty.  Hence the behavior of Christian slaves toward 

their masters, and the morality of all Christians, was like putting beautiful jewelry on the 

gospel.  The Christian’s conduct not only adorns sound doctrine, it is a mirror of his glory.  If 

the gospel is a precious jewel (and it is!), then Christians, as bearers of the gospel, are able to 

set the jewel in a life that adorns it, draws wonderful attention and awe to it, and add extra 

luster to its shining glory.  If Christians give no evidence of salvation by their moral conduct, 

then the gospel-jewel is tarnished. 

47. Illustration & Application: As our society continues to reject the gospel and Christian ethics, 

unbelievers will become more and more pagan in their worldview, lifestyle, and treatment of 

others.  The Christian structures and cultural practices of previous generations that were 

shaped by the gospel are quickly fading away.  In our cultural moment, and considering the 

direction our civilization is headed, it is all the more important that Christians live in 

accordance with what we believe.  Why?  Because it will become more and more strange, 

even peculiar.  We will appear more traditional, quaint, and old-fashioned by the tolerant 

ones.  And to the intolerant, we will be labeled regressive, bigoted, and a danger to society.  

Eventually the believing church and its members will be treated as such.  There is evidence 

that it is already starting to happen as religious liberty and free speech are being threatened 

and questioned by many as not worth protecting as inalienable civil rights.  But if that is the 

environment in which God assigns us to declare the gospel with our mouths, and to adorn the 

gospel with our lives, then we must gladly accept God’s calling.  Whereas our spiritual 

fathers and mothers were from time to time called to live godly lives and yet received 

mockery, scorn, and marginalization, we are blessed to share in the same sufferings.  For in 

doing so we share in the sufferings of Christ Jesus our Lord.  What a calling!  What a 

blessing!  What a privilege!  Let us receive God’s encouragement and hold one another up in 

the strength of the Lord that our lives might be strangely attractive to some.  May God use 

our harmonious living to draw people he is calling to himself. 
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8 Sermon References 

1 Timothy 3:2, 8   2 Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of 
one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach,  
8 Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted to much wine, 
not greedy for dishonest gain. 

1 Timothy 3:11  11 Their wives likewise must be dignified, not slanderers, but sober-
minded, faithful in all things. 

1 Corinthians 7:21   21 Were you a slave when called? Do not be concerned about it. 
(But if you can gain your freedom, avail yourself of the opportunity.) 



Administering the Lord’s Supper 
3/12/2017 

 

• Words of Christ ordaining this institution (Mt 26:26-30; Mk 14:22-25; Lk 22:15-20; 1 Cor 11:23-32) 

• To say that God sets the melody, we live the harmonies he assigns us, and together they make a glorious 

symphony, is just another way of saying the Lord is a covenant making God and we are in covenant relationship 

with him.  God’s covenant of grace is like a symphony.  The music is his.  He is the composer, director, and the 

one who plays the melody.  Christian, you have been added to the orchestra by God’s grace.  You didn’t practice, 

try out, and make the cut on the merits of your superior talents to harmonize.  No, he added you and assigned you 

your part in the harmonies even though you didn’t do anything to earn your chair.  “So then it depends not on 

human will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy” (Rom 9:16). 

• Even so, by faith in the Lord, now you have a necessary part in God’s symphony.  God does not call the equipped; 

he equips the called.  So play the harmony he has assigned you with all thanksgiving—with all your heart, soul, 

mind, and strength! 

• The table of the Lord is a covenant meal.  We hear God’s melody in Christ’s words instituting these elements 

(bread and the fruit of the vine) as sacramental signs and seals of his saving grace.  The bread reminds us of Jesus’ 

body broken for us on the cross.  Sometimes I quiz my children, “Why is Jesus’ body important?”  They say, 

“Because he died for our sins on the cross.”  The cup reminds us of Jesus’ blood shed for us.  “Why is Jesus’ 

blood important?”  “Because without the shedding of blood we can’t be forgiven.”  Your part in this covenant 

meal is to (with humility and repentance) receive this food in which Christ is spiritually present by faith, to 

remember Christ’s death to save you (a sinner called to live as the saint he says you are), and to long for his 

appearing when Jesus will return to eat with us once more. 

• If you are one of God’s baptized children, having confessed your faith publicly, living a life of confession and 

repentance, and a member of any church where the gospel of Jesus is faithfully preached, then I welcome and 

encourage you to come to the Lord’s table.  Come by faith to take your assigned harmony in joyful obedience. 

• Brief exhortation and fence the table (not baptized, not publically confessed the faith, not under the care and 

government of a particular branch of Christ’s Church) do not take the bread and wine, but instead take Christ—

take him as your Covenant Lord that you might become today his blessed covenant servant and find your harmony 

is God’s glorious symphony. 

• Invitation to silent prayer for preparation (confess sin, acknowledge God’s love for you) 

• After allowing time for elders to come forward, close the silent prayer time with a brief prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lord Jesus Christ on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it, gave it to His disciples, as I, 

ministering in His name, give this bread to you, and said, “Take, eat; this is My 

body which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 
o Reminder to hold the bread and eat together as a body since the one loaf represents Christ’s unified body. 

• Optional: read a scripture (2 Cor 5:20-21) 

In the same manner, He also took the cup, and having given thanks as has been 

done in His name, He gave it to the disciples, saying, “This cup is the new covenant 

in My blood, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. Drink from it, all of 

you.” 
o Reminder to drink from the cup as you are ready since Jesus shed his blood to save you. 




