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2 Timothy 2:14-26 “How to Handle False Teaching” January 8, 2017 

OT Lesson: Proverbs 9:1-18  Brian M. Sandifer 

Mature Christians (especially church leaders) should navigate biblical and theological controversies in 

the church by rejecting foolish and ignorant speculations, avoiding entanglement in godless quarrels 

about words, and correcting those caught up in such arguments with an eye toward their repentance. 

Introduction – Have you ever sat through a sermon in which the teaching and the Bible just didn’t seem 

to match? Have you ever been personally confronted with false teaching? 

I. The Ubiquity of False Teaching 

A. Stage-One “Gnosticism” 

Gnosticism as a coherent movement was the first major Christian heresy that seriously challenged the 

church, but it didn’t fully develop until the 2nd century. During the apostolic era the seeds of 

Gnosticism were beginning to sprout in this form: new knowledge from those who claim to 

understand the once hidden but now revealed meaning of the Bible. Stage-One Gnosticism is always 

the way false teaching starts. It always requires a secret key to unlock the door. Only the enlightened 

progressive ones can move into the upper-room Holy of Holies. 

B. Spiritualized resurrection (vv. 17b-18) 

Hymenaeus and Philetus taught the resurrection already happened. Their message: the resurrection is 

spiritual not physical. In contrast, both Jesus (Mt 22:23-33) and Paul (1 Cor 15) taught the 

resurrection would be bodily. The Gnostics taught the resurrection was allegorical not literal, perhaps 

occurring at baptism. A figurative resurrection was surely more culturally acceptable since a bodily 

resurrection was an absurd idea in Hellenistic philosophy that believed everything spiritual is good 

and everything material was evil. True to form, these false teachers modified a key element of the 

gospel to make their teaching more culturally attractive. By affirming the present spiritual reality but 

denying the future spiritual-bodily hope, Hymenaeus and Philetus attacked the gospel. 

II. The Threat of False Teaching  

A. It spreads easily like germs (vv. 14, 16) 

Through irreverent babble, talk of foolish and ignorant speculations, quarrels about words. What does 

it mean to quarrel about words? Surely you’ve heard meaningless bickering about Bible or 

theological words, or splitting hairs on trivial, controversial, speculative minutiae in the law (1 Tim 

1:4; Tit 3:9). False teachers are successful at spreading their lies. Often those who engage in such 

quarrels revel in the strife and division they cause. The chatter may be about God, the Bible, theology, 

ministry, Christian counseling, or other spiritual things. This kind of talk provokes anger and leads to 

hurt feelings and relational breakdown in the church (1 Tim 6:4b-5). False teaching is a threat because 

it can rapidly spread the germ of ungodliness. 

B. It destroys thoroughly like diseases (vv. 17a, 25-26) 

False teaching destroys like gangrene, progressively eating at the body and killing whatever it infects. 

Ancient writers sometimes compared pervasive immorality to gangrene, which had to be treated by 

cutting it out of the body.  How does false teaching destroy? It obscure the truth which produces 

ignorance, it makes you drugged and inebriated on its lies, it entraps you, and enslaves you to do the 

devil’s bidding (cf. 1 Tim 1:20). 
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III. The Remedy for False Teaching 

A. Neutralize error by way of isolation (vv. 14, 16, 23-26) 

1. Reject foolish and ignorant speculations (v. 23). If it is not consistent with what the Bible 

plainly teaches and with what the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church has received and 

taught, then don’t entertain the idea. Don’t question orthodoxy to consider speculations. 

2. Avoid entanglement in godless arguments about words (vv. 14, 16). You will feel like an 

irreverent babbler for being dragged into such godless chatter. 

3. Correct those trapped with gentleness (vv. 24-26). Wisdom teaches when to stay and correct 

a quarrelsome person, and when to flee so as not be become quarrelsome yourself. The biblical 

guideline is correct an error twice, then neutralize through isolation (Tit 3:10-11). Even so, the 

Lord’s servant must be kind to all, able to teach, and longsuffering by gently correcting 

opponents. Why? Because gentleness plows the heart and sows seeds of repentance. Reject, 

avoid, and correct are reactive instructions for how to handle false teaching. But is there any way 

to be proactive to minimize this ubiquitous threat? 

B. Cultivate godliness in community (vv. 15, 19-22) 

1. Handle the Bible in a straightforward, honest manner (v. 15). “Rightly handling” renders in 

English the meaning of a figure of speech in the Greek. It literally says something like “guide 

along a straight path” or “cut a straight road.” The KJV translates it “rightly dividing” as it tries to 

convey the image of cutting a straight path between one place and another, not meandering out of 

the way to confuse God’s people or make God’s straight ways crooked (Prov 3:6; 11:5; Acts 

13:10). This implies a straightforward interpretation, reading the meaning out of the text, not 

creatively inserting a desired meaning into the text. Paul charges preachers and teachers to do our 

best so that when the Lord inspects our work, we will be approved and not ashamed. 

2. Apostatize from strong sinful yearnings for holy usefulness (vv. 19-21). The seal on God’s 

firm foundation in verse 19 contains two loose quotations from Numbers 16 which narrates 

Korah’s rebellion. That story is the source for the words on the seal: “Let everyone who names 

the name of the Lord depart from iniquity.” The Greek word for “depart” or “withdraw” is 

aposteto, from which we get the word “apostasy.” With that in mind, consider that one of the 

mottos of the church—inscribed on her foundation—is we all must apostatize…from sin! We 

must thoroughly betray our strong sinful yearnings to be clean, pure, and useful vessels in the 

Master’s hand. Only by apostatizing from sin will you be ready for every good work. If you 

don’t, the strong implication from the seal’s motto is that your end will be the same as Korah and 

his followers. 

3. Pursue the pure fruit of the Spirit (v. 22). Paul exhorts Timothy to flee youthful passions and 

pursue the fruit of the Spirit in community. It is not obvious what exactly these “youthful 

passions” are until we consider the positive virtues upheld. Righteousness, faith, love, peace, 

kindness, longsuffering, gentleness. You pursue these first by running away from their 

corresponding vices: injustice, unbelief, hatred, apathy, contentiousness, cruelty, impatience, and 

harshness. If you run away from these works of the flesh and actively run after the fruit of the 

Spirit, then you’ll be a lot more like God. You will image him. Now, imagine if an entire 

community of godly people lived this way. Wouldn’t it be a little like heaven on earth? 

Conclusion – That of course is God’s purpose—to bring heaven down to earth. That is why he sent his 

son Jesus, the good Teacher who conquered false teaching. It is the same today. False teachers and their 

doctrines are everywhere, and you need to vigilantly be on your guard, but the Lord knows those who are 

his. 
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1 Original Language, Personal English Translation, and Textual Notes 

Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

2 Tim 2:14 Tau/ta ùpomi,mnh|ske diamarturo,menoj 
evnw,pion tou/ qeou/ mh. logomacei/n( evpV 
ouvde.n crh,simon( evpi. katastrofh/| tw/n 
avkouo,ntwnÅ 

Remind them of these things, charging them 
before God to not dispute about words, 
which is not beneficial, but ruins the 
hearers. 

BDAG logomace,w logomace,w logomace,w logomace,w dispute about words, 

split hairs 2 Ti 2:14.* [logomachy] [pg 119] 

 

NET tc † Most witnesses (A D Y 048 1739 

1881 Û sy) have kuri,ou (kuriou, "Lord") 

instead of qeou/ (theou, "God") here, while a 

few have Cristou/ (Christou, "Christ"; 206 

{429 1758}). qeou/, however, is well 

supported by a C F G I 614 629 630 1175 

al. Internally, the Pastorals never elsewhere 
use the expression evnw,pion kuri,ou 
(enoÒpion kuriou, "before the Lord"), but 
consistently use evnw,pion qeou/ ("before 

God"; cf. 1 Tim 2:3; 5:4, 21; 6:13; 2 Tim 
4:1). But this fact could be argued both 
ways: The author's style may be in view, or 
scribes may have adjusted the wording to 
conform it to the Pastorals' universal 
expression. Further, only twice in the NT 
(Jas 4:10 [v.l. qeou/]; Rev 11:4 [v.l. qeou/]) is 

the expression evnw,pion kuri,ou found. 

That such an expression is not found in the 
corpus Paulinum seems to be sufficient 
impetus for scribes to change the wording 
here. Thus, although the external evidence 
is somewhat on the side of qeou/, the internal 

evidence is on the side of kuri,ou. A 

decision is difficult, but kuri,ou is the 

preferred reading. 
 

qeou/ {B} It is difficult to decide between 

evnw,pion tou/ qeou/ and evnw,pion tou/ 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

kuri,ou, both of which are supported by 

weighty evidence. A majority of the 
Committee preferred the former reading, 
which is in harmony with 4.1 and 1 Tm 5.4 
and 21. The reading Cristou/ (206 429 

1758) obviously presupposes an earlier 
kuri,ou. 

~ Metzger’s Textual Commentary on the NT 

2 Tim 2:15 spou,dason seauto.n do,kimon parasth/sai 
tw/| qew/|( evrga,thn avnepai,scunton( 
ovrqotomou/nta to.n lo,gon th/j avlhqei,ajÅ 

Make every effort to present yourself to God 
as one approved, a worker who does not 
need to be ashamed, interpreting correctly 
the word of truth. 

 

2 Tim 2:16 ta.j de. bebh,louj kenofwni,aj perii<staso\ 
evpi. plei/on ga.r proko,yousin avsebei,aj 

But avoid godless chatter, for it will proceed 
to much godlessness, 

 

2 Tim 2:17 kai. o ̀lo,goj auvtw/n ẁj ga,ggraina nomh.n 
e[xeiÅ w-n evstin ~Ume,naioj kai. Fi,lhtoj( 

and their talk will spread like cancer.  Among 
them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, 

 

2 Tim 2:18 oi[tinej peri. th.n avlh,qeian hvsto,chsan( 
le,gontej Îth.nÐ avna,stasin h;dh 
gegone,nai( kai. avnatre,pousin th,n tinwn 
pi,stinÅ 

who have deviated from the truth, saying the 
resurrection has already happened, and 
have ruined the faith of some. 

@th.n# avna,stasin {C}  In view of the variety 

of ways in which copyists might have 
interpreted, or misinterpreted, the 
significance of the author’s reference to 
avna,stasin, the Committee thought it best, 

because of nearly overwhelming textual 
support, to include th,n in the text, but to 

enclose it within square brackets in order to 

indicate the possibility that a G 048 33 Cyril 

may correctly represent the original in 
omitting the word. 

~ Metzger’s Textual Commentary on the NT 

2 Tim 2:19 o ̀me,ntoi stereo.j qeme,lioj tou/ qeou/ 
e[sthken( e;cwn th.n sfragi/da tau,thn\ 
e;gnw ku,rioj tou.j o;ntaj auvtou/( kai,\ 
avposth,tw avpo. avdiki,aj pa/j ò ovnoma,zwn 
to. o;noma kuri,ouÅ 

However, the solid foundation of God stands 
firm, having this seal: “The Lord knows 
those who are his,” and “All who name the 
name of the Lord must abstain from 
wickedness.” 

 

2 Tim 2:20 VEn mega,lh| de. oivki,a| ouvk e;stin mo,non Now in a large house there are not only NET tn Grk "for dishonor," probably 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

skeu,h crusa/ kai. avrgura/ avlla. kai. 
xu,lina kai. ovstra,kina( kai. a] me.n eivj 
timh.n a] de. eivj avtimi,an\ 

vessels of gold and silver but also of wood 
and clay, also some to honor and some to 
dishonor. 

referring to vessels used for refuse or 
excrement.  

2 Tim 2:21 eva.n ou=n tij evkkaqa,rh| eàuto.n avpo. 
tou,twn( e;stai skeu/oj eivj timh,n( 
hg̀iasme,non( eu;crhston tw/| despo,th|( eivj 
pa/n e;rgon avgaqo.n ht̀oimasme,nonÅ 

If then someone cleanses himself from 
these things, he will be a vessel to honor, 
having been sanctified, useful to the Master, 
having been prepared for every good work. 

 

2 Tim 2:22 Ta.j de. newterika.j evpiqumi,aj feu/ge( 
di,wke de. dikaiosu,nhn pi,stin avga,phn 
eivrh,nhn meta. tw/n evpikaloume,nwn to.n 
ku,rion evk kaqara/j kardi,ajÅ 

Now flee youthful passions and pursue 
righteousness, faith, love and peace with 
those who call on the Lord from a clean 
heart. 

 

2 Tim 2:23 ta.j de. mwra.j kai. avpaideu,touj zhth,seij 
paraitou/( eivdw.j o[ti gennw/sin ma,caj\ 

But reject the foolish and ignorant 
controversies, having known they breed 
quarrels. 

NET tn Or "uninstructed," "silly." 

NET tn Or "fights," although this could 
suggest weapons and blows, whereas in the 
present context this is not the primary focus. 
Although "quarrel" is frequently used here 
(NAB, NIV, NRSV) it may be understood to 
refer to a relatively minor disagreement. 

2 Tim 2:24 dou/lon de. kuri,ou ouv dei/ ma,cesqai avlla. 
h;pion ei=nai pro.j pa,ntaj( didaktiko,n( 
avnexi,kakon( 

And the servant of the Lord must not quarrel 
but be kind to all, able to teach, bearing evil 
without resentment, 

NET tn Traditionally, "servant" or 
"bondservant." Though dou/loj (doulos) is 

normally translated "servant," the word does 
not bear the connotation of a free individual 
serving another. BDAG notes that "'servant' 
for 'slave' is largely confined to Biblical 
transl. and early American times…in normal 
usage at the present time the two words are 
carefully distinguished" (BDAG 260 s.v.). 
The most accurate translation is 
"bondservant" (sometimes found in the ASV 
for dou/loj), in that it often indicates one who 

sells himself into slavery to another. But as 
this is archaic, few today understand its 
force. 

2 Tim 2:25 evn prau<thti paideu,onta tou.j 
avntidiatiqeme,nouj( mh,pote dw,h| auvtoi/j o ̀
qeo.j meta,noian eivj evpi,gnwsin avlhqei,aj 

correcting opponents in gentleness, lest 
God might grant them repentance unto 
knowledge of the truth, 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

2 Tim 2:26 kai. avnanh,ywsin evk th/j tou/ diabo,lou 
pagi,doj( evzwgrhme,noi ùpV auvtou/ eivj to. 
evkei,nou qe,lhmaÅ 

and might come to their senses from the 
devil’s trap, having been captured by him to 
do his will. 

NET tn Grk "for that one's will," referring to 
the devil, but with a different pronoun than in 
the previous phrase "by him." Some have 
construed "for his will" with the earlier verb 
and referred the pronoun to God: "come to 
their senses and escape the devil's trap 
(though they have been captured by him) in 
order to do His will." In Classical Greek the 
shift in pronouns would suggest this, but in 
Koine Greek this change is not significant. 
The more natural sense is a reference to the 
devil's will. 
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2 Exegetical Outline (verse summary) – 2 Timothy 2:14-26 

V14. Paul instructs Timothy to remind the church of the gospel message and how to suffer for 

being faithful to it, and to charge the church before God to not get into disputes about words 

because such quarrels are not beneficial and they ruin the hearers. 

V15. Paul urges Timothy to make every effort to present himself to God as an approved worker 

who correctly handles the Bible and has no need to be ashamed. 

V16. Timothy must avoid godless chatter since it will lead people into increasing godlessness. 

V17. The godless chatter, of people like Hymenaeus and Philetus, will spread like cancer. 

V18. Godless chatterers like them have deviated from the truth of the gospel, even ruining the 

faith of some, by saying the resurrection has already happened. 

V19. Despite all the cancerous chatter, God’s solid foundation stands and bears this double 

scriptural seal: (1) The Lord knows those who are his [Num 16:5] ; and (2) Let everyone who 

names the Lord’s name abstain from wickedness [Isa 52:11]. 

V20. Paul employs an illustration that in a well-furnished house there are some vessels for 

honorable use (gold, silver) and some for dishonorable use (wood and clay). 

V21. Continuing the illustration, if anyone cleanses himself from that which is dishonorable, he 

will make himself a vessel of honor who is both set apart as holy and readily useful to the 

house’s master for every good work. 

V22. Applying the illustration, Paul instructs Timothy to flee youthful lusts and instead pursue 

the virtues of righteousness, faith, love, and peace, also pursing those who call with clean heart 

on the Lord. 

V23. Timothy must reject the foolish and ignorant controversies with the knowledge that they 

breed disputes. 

V24. For the Lord’s servant must not be a disputing quarrelsome person but rather be kind to all, 

able to teach, and bear evil without resentment. 

V25. The Lord’s servant must also gently correct opponents since God might grant them a 

repentance that leads to a knowledge of the truth of the gospel. 

V26. Having been captured by the devil to do his will, these might come to their senses and 

escape from the devil’s trap. 
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3 Exegetical Outline (full) – 2 Timothy 2:14-26 

I. Avoid getting entangled in godless word disputes (vv. 14-18) 

a. A proverb: Blessed is the one who correctly handles the word of truth, but the one 

who takes up a quarrel of words will surely come to ruin (vv. 14-15) 

i. V14. Paul instructs Timothy to remind the church of the gospel message and 

how to suffer for being faithful to it, and to charge the church before God to 

not get into disputes about words because such quarrels are not beneficial and 

they ruin the hearers. 

ii. V15. Paul urges Timothy to make every effort to present himself to God as an 

approved worker who correctly handles the Bible and has no need to be 

ashamed. 

b. The inevitable consequences of godless word disputes (vv. 16-18) 

i. V16. Timothy must avoid godless chatter since it will lead people into 

increasing godlessness. 

ii. V17. The godless chatter, of people like Hymenaeus and Philetus, will spread 

like cancer. 

iii. V18. Godless chatterers like them have deviated from the truth of the gospel, 

even ruining the faith of some, by saying the resurrection has already 

happened. 

II. Stand on God’s word in honor and purity for holy usefulness to God (vv. 19-22) 

a. God’s word is a solid foundation for gaining blessing and avoiding ruin (v. 19) 

• V19. Despite all the cancerous chatter, God’s solid foundation stands and 

bears this double scriptural seal: (1) The Lord knows those who are his [Num 

16:5] ; and (2) Let everyone who names the Lord’s name abstain from 

wickedness [Isa 52:11]. 

b. An illustration: Just as a house has some containers for honorable use and others for 

dishonorable use, if one desires to be honorably used by God then he must be 

cleansed and made holy to be ready for good works (vv. 20-21) 

i. V20. Paul employs an illustration that in a well-furnished house there are 

some vessels for honorable use (gold, silver) and some for dishonorable use 

(wood and clay). 
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ii. V21. Continuing the illustration, if anyone cleanses himself from that which is 

dishonorable, he will make himself a vessel of honor who is both set apart as 

holy and readily useful to the house’s master for every good work. 

c. How to prepare yourself so God will use you honorably (vv. 22) 

• V22. Applying the illustration, Paul instructs Timothy to flee youthful lusts 

and instead pursue the virtues of righteousness, faith, love, and peace, also 

pursing those who call with clean heart on the Lord. 

III. Correct godless chatterers with patience and gentleness (vv. 23-26) 

a. Reject foolish and ignorant speculations (v. 23) 

• V23. Timothy must reject the foolish and ignorant controversies with the 

knowledge that they breed disputes. 

b. Reject such controversies by correcting opponents with an eye toward their 

repentance (vv. 24-26) 

i. V24. For the Lord’s servant must not be a disputing quarrelsome person but 

rather be kind to all, able to teach, and bear evil without resentment. 

ii. V25. The Lord’s servant must also gently correct opponents since God might 

grant them a repentance that leads to a knowledge of the truth of the gospel. 

iii. V26. Having been captured by the devil to do his will, these might come to 

their senses and escape from the devil’s trap. 
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4 Exegetical Outline (abbreviated) – 2 Timothy 2:14-26 

Exegetical Proposition: Paul instructs Timothy how to pastor the church through controversies 

that pertain to the gospel: avoid getting entangled in godless word disputes about foolish and 

ignorant speculations, but instead stand on God’s word and correct opponents with an eye toward 

their repentance. 

I. Avoid getting entangled in godless word disputes (vv. 14-18) 

a. A proverb: Blessed is the one who correctly handles the word of truth, but the one 

who takes up a quarrel of words will surely come to ruin (vv. 14-15) 

b. The inevitable consequences of godless word disputes (vv. 16-18) 

II. Stand on God’s word in honor and purity for holy usefulness to God (vv. 19-22) 

a. God’s word is a solid foundation for gaining blessing and avoiding ruin (v. 19) 

b. An illustration: Just as a house has some containers for honorable use and others for 

dishonorable use, if one desires to be honorably used by God then he must be 

cleansed and made holy to be ready for good works (vv. 20-21) 

c. How to prepare yourself so God will use you honorably (vv. 22) 

III. Correct godless chatterers with patience and gentleness (vv. 23-26) 

a. Reject foolish and ignorant speculations (v. 23) 

b. Reject such controversies by correcting opponents with an eye toward their 

repentance (vv. 24-26) 
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5 Theological Outline – 2 Timothy 2:14-26 

Theological Proposition: Mature Christians (especially church leaders) should navigate 

controversies that pertain to the gospel by rejecting foolish and ignorant speculations, avoiding 

entanglement in godless quarrels about words, and correcting those caught up in such arguments 

with an eye toward their repentance. 

I. Christians should avoid godless quarrels about words (vv. 14-18) 

II. Christians should devote themselves to God’s word in honor and purity for holy 

usefulness to God (vv. 19-22) 

III. Christians should patiently and gently correct those caught in quarrels about words (vv. 

23-26) 
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6 Notes on 2 Timothy 2:14-26 

1. Possible OT readings. Num 16; Prov 9 

2. Children’s sermon. Illustrate the metaphor of honorable and dishonorable vessels in a large 

house.  How many of you kids had special visitors at your home during the holidays?  

Perhaps a family member, or a neighbor, or a friend.  Let’s say you were going to have dinner 

with them.  How would you prepare the table?  Set out the plates, clean the table, etc.  [Bring 

out of a bag a bucket with honorable and dishonorable things all touching each other: toilet 

plunger, dirty garden spade, and nice dinner forks.]  Would you put this icky plunger at the 

dinner table?  No, that would be gross.  Would you put this giant spoon at the table [hold up 

the dirty garden spade]?  No, that wouldn’t be clean.  How about these nice forks?  They are 

all together in the bucket with the dirty, icky things.  Would you put these nice forks at the 

table for your special guest?  No, they need to be cleaned and set apart from the dirty, icky 

things so they can be prepared for honorable use.  So please take a fork and come up here to 

this soapy water basin.  We’re going to all wash our fork so that each one will be clean and 

ready to be used for special, honorable purposes.  Now that they are washed and dried, think 

about what we can learn from this lesson.  In our sermon passage today the Bible teaches that 

houses have lots of vessels and utensils—some for honorable use and some for dishonorable 

use.  We are like those things in the bucket.  If we want to be clean and ready to be used by 

God for special, honorable purposes, then we need to be set apart (that means we need to be 

made holy) and cleaned.  The Bible says we don’t need a bath to be clean on the outside, but 

we need to be clean on the inside.  That means we need to run away from sin (all those things 

that make our hearts dirty and icky), and run to God.  When you do that, he makes you clean 

and holy.  That is how he prepares you for his special honorable purposes.  We cannot be 

clean without Jesus cleansing us from our sin.  He washes our hearts when we believe in him 

and trust in him to make us clean.  Jesus can make your heart clean.  And when your heart is 

clean, God is ready to use you for special and wonderful things.  I hope you run to Jesus so 

that your heart can be clean and you can be ready for God to use you in all the special ways 

he wants to. 

3. This passage is a call to pastors to remind their congregation about the dangers of false 

teachers, warning them of the havoc they cause.  In the context of 2 Timothy chapter 2, here 

we find two additional characteristics of an approved workman in the Lord’s service.  The 

whole chapter may be generalized as an approved workman (1) conducts his ministry to 

reproduce leaders (vv. 1-2); (2) endures hardship in ministry for the sake of Christ (vv. 3-13); 

(3) stands on the truth of God’s word while avoiding false teaching (vv. 14-19); and (4) 

pursues holiness while avoiding contentiousness (vv. 20-26).  In this vein, Paul employs 

various metaphors in chapter 2 to illustrate how the pastor must discharge his duties.  A 

pastor must be a good soldier (2 Tim 2:3-4), a law-abiding athlete (2 Tim 2:5), a hard-

working farmer (2 Tim 2:6), an unashamed workman (2 Tim 2:15), a vessel for noble use (2 

Tim 2:20-21), and a gentle servant of the Lord (2 Tim 2:24-26). 

4. Vv14-19.  Paul contrasts Timothy’s faithful ministry with the worthless ministry of his 

opponents who are teaching falsehood. 
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5. Vv14-18. Quotation: “The way of error is down-hill.  The infecting of one often proves the 

infecting of many, or the infecting of the same person with one error often proves the 

infecting of him with many errors.” ~ Matthew Henry 

6. V14. Up to this point it was Timothy who needed to be reminded of particular truths and how 

to live in accordance with them (referring to the immediately preceding context, but also the 

whole epistle), along with the corresponding heresies and false teachers to avoid (cf. 1 Tim 

6:20-21; 2 Tim 2:8-13).  Now the emphasis shifts to what Timothy must remind the 

congregation about (the doctrine of the future bodily resurrection). As Timothy is to remind 

his congregation of the things Paul is charging him with, Timothy must remember that he 

speaks to his people in God’s presence.  This indicates the seriousness of Timothy’s 

responsibility.  In other words, God is not only watching the response of the people to 

Timothy’s leadership, God is also observing Timothy as he leads.  What does Timothy warn 

them about?  “Quarreling about words” which can be taken as meaningless 

biblical/theological bickering or splitting hairs on trivial, controversial, speculative minutiae 

(1 Tim 1:4; 6:4; 2 Tim 2:23; Tit 3:9).  Why warning?  Because such word-battles are 

confusing and worse than worthless in that they only bring ruin on those who listen.  False 

teaching and quarrels about words are harmful to the soul and the church.  How much more 

those who engage in the quarrel!  Often those who engage in such quarrels revel in the strife 

and division they cause.  They enjoy the fight too much.  Calvin says such disputes are 

“commonly produced by a foolish desire of being ingenious.”  Nevertheless, this prohibition 

is not a blanket policy against discussion, debate, and decision regarding matters of faith and 

practice (Mt 22:31-32; Acts 15:1-21).  Some disobedience, such as that which pertains to the 

gospel, must be confronted and corrected with words of truth (Gal 2:11).  In contrast, 

meaningless argument does no good as it has no positive, practical impact on its hearers. 

7. V14. Quotation: “Many ancient sages ridiculed quibbling over trivial matters.  Sometimes 

they also accused teachers of rhetoric of valuing persuasiveness above truth.  Some Jewish 

teachers also quibbled over details or made arguments based on slight changes in spelling or 

pronunciation.” ~ NIV Cultural Backgrounds Study Bible, n. 1 Tim 1:6. 

8. V14. Quotation: “Methinks thou dost protest too much” ~ Shakespeare, Hamlet 

9. V14. Doctrine. WLC 111  Which is the third commandment?  The third commandment is, 

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain: for the Lord will not hold him 

guiltless that taketh his name in vain. 

WLC 113  What are the sins forbidden in the third commandment?  The sins forbidden 

in the third commandments are…curious or unprofitable questions, vain janglings, or the 

maintaining of false doctrines… 

10. V14. Doctrine & Application: Some of the ways people can vainly quarrel about words are 

discussed in commentaries on the Westminster Larger Catechism.  J.G. Vos explains what 

WLC 113 means by “curious and unprofitable questions” and “vain janglings.”  There are 

various types of misuses of Scripture.  They can be summarized as (1) disputes about 

questions which by their nature cannot be determined with certainty (fables); (2) disputes 

about matter which if they were resolved would still be of no value (endless genealogies); (3) 
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merely verbal arguments that involve the word only and not the reality of what the word 

stands for (vain jangling); (4) controversies about human philosophy, not with the truth 

revealed in God’s word; and (5) disputes about traditional Jewish interpretations of (and 

additions to) the OT law. 

11. V15. NET sn Accurately is a figure of speech that literally means something like "cutting a straight 

road." In regard to the message of truth, it means "correctly handling" or "imparting it without 
deviation." 

12. V15. “Cutting a straight road” through the Bible is the correct way to handle the word of 

truth, meaning teaching the word accurately and plainly so as not to confuse.  The image is of 

cutting a straight path between one place and another, not meandering out of the way to 

confuse God’s people or make God’s straight ways crooked (cf. Prov 3:6; 11:5; Acts 13:10).  

This implies a straightforward exegesis, reading and applying what the text says and means, 

not using creative eisegesis by finding what you want in the text.  Reading into the text what 

is clearly not there is not at all helpful but is much more common than it should be.  In 

presenting himself to God as an approved worker, Timothy is charged by Paul to “do your 

best” (cf. 2 Tim 4:9, 21; Tit 3:12).  This is another way of saying Timothy is to exercise his 

utmost effort to obey without delay.  Be a zealot when it comes to working hard for God and 

doing it the right way.  He should do his best as a preacher and teacher to unashamedly 

handle God’s word by reading, interpreting, and explaining it in a straightforward way.  

Rightly handling Scripture is an important way to earn God’s approval as a faithful servant.  

Any dishonest, shifty, shady, wishy-washy, vague handling of the word of God as if it is 

anything less than truthful is not good enough.  Preachers and teachers of God’s word must 

handle it as truth (i.e., the gospel; cf. 2 Tim 2:8-9; 4:2) that is eminently useful for all things.  

Not only is Scripture the word of truth, but also the teaching it upholds.  Thus sound doctrine 

must be handled without any reason to be ashamed before men or God.  There is nothing 

better to tame the “desire for display” than to remember that we have to deal with God in his 

presence.  A lazy, sloppy, or deceitful worker will twist God’s word to say what he wants it to 

say.  That is how a false teacher gains followers, he twists the Bible to say what he knows 

people would rather have the Bible say.  He scratches their itching ears.   

13. V15. Quotation: “I meant what I said and I said what I meant; an elephant’s faithful one 

hundred per cent.” ~ Dr. Seuss, Horton Hatches An Egg 

14. V15. Illustration.  We told our kids when they were young that we expect their obedience to 

be “right away, all the way, and with a happy heart.”  This encapsulates what it means to “do 

your best.”  Another way of looking at it is doing your best work so that when inspection 

time comes you will not be ashamed.  When our kids finish their chores a little too quickly I 

ask them if I will be pleased after I check on their tasks.  After they protest that it’s not 

“Spring Cleaning,” they usually reluctantly go back to finish the job knowing they would be 

ashamed of their quality of work. 

15. V15. Application: As God’s workmen, every person who professed Christ will be either 

approved or ashamed.  Will you be approved as one tested and found acceptable?  Then you 

must practice prayer, study, and patience in suffering.  Will you be ashamed as one tested and 

rejected?  Then you must repent and seek to be approved. 
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16. V16. V16. NET sn Profane chatter was apparently a characteristic of the false teachers in Ephesus 

(cf. 1 Tim 1:3–4; 4:7; 6:20). 

17. V16. Timothy must avoid godless chatter.  Those who indulge in such talk delight in devious 

disputation, and thereby become more and more ungodly the more and more they chatter on 

godlessly.  The chatter may be about God, the Bible, theology, ministry, counseling, or other 

spiritual things.  But if such talk stems from a desire to argue about words and a love of 

disagreement, then it does the opposite of the intended purpose—it makes a person un-godly!  

This kind of talk provokes anger and leads to hurt feelings and broken relationships in the 

church. 

18. V16. Illustration: When theological “conversation” is made a virtue in itself, as did the 

Emerging Church movement, the conversation between well-meaning people can turn into an 

exchange of spiritual, doctrinal, and moral ignorance.  In such circles “authenticity” and 

eloquence are elevated as the highest virtues, and people are praised for questioning 

everything.  Always learning and never coming to a knowledge of the truth (2 Tim 3:7).  This 

is spiritual gangrene, not vitality.  Why is it that popular unorthodox teaching and respectable 

sins are never “questioned” and discussed in these circles?  Because sinners love their sin, 

and are always looking to justify their rebellion against the Lord and his word.  Sinners crave 

approval, so they gather false teachers and followers to be their cheerleaders. 

19. V16. Application: Note that learning and discussing are not bad unless they keep believers 

constantly focusing on false doctrine and unhelpful trivialities.  Spending your time and 

energy on gaining a solid foundation in the Scripture is better than reading and discussing the 

falseness of false doctrine.  How much more should we avoid reading and discussing the 

plausibility of false doctrine. 

20. V17. Those false teachers who spread false doctrine must be seen as infecting the 

congregation with a deadly disease.  Their teaching is noxious, repulsive, and spreading like 

gangrene or cancer.  Ancient writers sometimes compared pervasive immorality to gangrene, 

which had to be treated by cutting it out of the body.  In contrast to false teaching, “sound” 

teaching is healthy.  The word for “sound” to describe good teaching (1 Tim 1:10; 2 Tim 

1:13; 4:3; Tit 1:9; 2:1) is a technical term from the medical field meaning “healthy.”  Then 

Paul names the names of two such false teachers: Hymenaeus and Philetus.  Hymenaeus who 

had “shipwrecked his faith” (not a common name so both references are probably to the same 

person; cf. 1 Tim 1:19-20) had been previously disciplined with Alexander (cf. 1 Tim 1:20; 2 

Tim 4:14-15), but he seems to have subsequently departed from the apostolic faith.  Paul had 

excommunicated Hymenaeus by “handing him over to Satan” (1 Tim 1:20), but apparently he 

continued as an independent Bible teacher outside the church in the district of Ephesus.  

Philetus is mentioned nowhere else in the Bible.  It appears that Alexander was the first 

accomplice (sidekick) of Hymenaeus, later replaced by Philetus.  False teachers are 

successful at drawing disciples to themselves.  That is why they are dangerous and to be 

gently corrected and avoided if they do not repent. 

21. V18. Hymenaeus and Philetus departed from the truth of the resurrection, which is a central 

tenet of the gospel.  Their departure was a swerving from the truth as an arrow swerves away 

from its target.  These two false teachers were claiming that the general resurrection had 
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already taken place, but it was not a physical and bodily resurrection but a symbolic and 

spiritual resurrection, defined as a new spiritual awareness or state of the soul not unlike the 

biblical doctrine of spiritual regeneration or the gnostic teaching of salvation.  The gnostics 

(as do modern-day theological liberals) taught the resurrection was allegorical not literal, 

perhaps occurring at baptism.  It was a similar (if not the same) error Paul encountered in the 

Corinthian church (1 Cor 15:12-20).  Such a teaching was surely more culturally acceptable 

since a bodily resurrection was an absurd idea in Hellenistic philosophy.  It was a partial truth 

(the Bible teaches that regeneration or the new birth is a spiritual resurrection enjoyed now 

by believers), but it also denied a truth (the future bodily resurrection of believers to eternal 

life on the last day when Christ returns).  In other words, the false teachers affirmed the 

present spiritual reality but denied the future spiritual-bodily hope.  Thus the false teachers 

modified a key element of the gospel to make their teaching more culturally attractive.  In 

contrast, both Jesus (Mt 22:23-33) and Paul (1 Cor 15; 2 Cor 5:1-10; 1 Thess 4:15-18) taught 

the resurrection would be bodily.  This false teaching did exactly what all false doctrine does.  

Those who listened and believed were ruined in their faith, and the false teachers were to 

blame.  That is why false teaching should be avoided and false teachers rebuked.  They are 

spiritually deadly because they are in the road to full apostasy.  False teachers ruin their own 

faith and the faith of all those who follow them.  Christ’s resurrection had already happened 

(2 Tim 2:8) but believers still await the general bodily resurrection on the last day (1 Cor 

15:51-57). 

22. V18. Doctrine.  A modern day example of this false teaching appears in hyper-preterism, 

which teaches among other things, that the second coming occurred in 70 AD when the 

Jerusalem temple was destroyed by the Romans.  Hyper-preterists teach that most (perhaps 

even all) of God’s prophetic promises were completely fulfilled on that day.  They teach that 

Jesus returned to earth from the clouds and harvested his elect in a spiritual resurrection, thus 

bringing into existence the new heaven and new earth.  So this world is the only physical, 

material hope of the Christian, because all that awaits the believer is an eternal disembodied 

spiritual existence in heaven.  Hyper-preterists posit that every one of the NT books was 

written prior to 70 AD, therefore texts like 2 Timothy 2:14-19 do not apply to them because 

supposedly after the resurrection occurred a few years after Paul wrote the Pastoral Epistles, 

these warnings were no longer relevant.  And ironically, in these days after the resurrection, 

these warnings should be applied to those who are still teaching that the resurrection is a 

future event!  False teachers are clever, crafty, intelligent, knowledgeable, and persuasive.  

That is why you must respect the Bible’s instruction to correct them, and if they don’t repent 

then avoid them.  Do not play with or entertain false teaching because you are in danger of 

departing from the truth and ruining your faith! 

23. V18. Illustration & Application. Doctrine always manifests itself in life.  False doctrine 

always has negative consequences.  These are not always immediately obvious, but given 

time false teaching bears fruit.  The particular kind of bad fruit depends on the way the false 

teaching is applied.  For example, Paul confronted and dealt with many forms of false 

teaching and its effects.  A proto-gnostic teaching that denied the physical bodily future 

resurrection could be applied in several directions.  If the symbolic and spiritual resurrection 

is all there is to the biblical doctrine of resurrection, then one might foolishly teach: 
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a. Licentiousness.  One’s conduct in the body (morality) is irrelevant since the mortal 

body can have no impact on one’s eternal spirit (Phil 3:17-21). 

b. Asceticism.  Enjoyment of material things is inappropriate for spiritual, resurrected, 

enlightened ones (1 Tim 4:3; Col 2:8, 16-23). 

c. Prohibition of marriage.  In the resurrection age Jesus says there is no marriage (Mt 

19:10-12; 22:30; 1 Tim 4:3). 

d. Radical egalitarianism.  In the resurrection age there is no male or female but we are 

one in Christ Jesus (2 Tim 3:6; Gal 3:28; 1 Tim 2:11-15). 

e. Power negates suffering.  In the resurrection age there is no more sin, sorrow, 

suffering.  The cross does not call for suffering.  Health and wealth are the orders of 

the day, while suffering is a sign that one is not living the resurrection life (2 Tim 1:8, 

12; 2:8-13; 1 Cor 4:8-13; 2 Cor 12:8-10). 

24. V18. Illustration & Quotation:  Based on the verbs Paul uses in verses 15 and 18, the images 

employed are cutting a path through the woods and shooting an arrow at the target.  Stott 

summarizes: “The word of truth is a target.  As [the Christian teacher] shoots at this target, he 

will either hit it or miss it.  The word of truth is a road.  As he cuts this road through the 

forest, he will make it either straight or crooked.  As a result of what he does, that is, how he 

teaches, others are bound to be affected, for better or for worse” [John Stott, 2 Timothy, p. 

68]. 

25. V18. Quotation: “The work of these good and bad workmen is summed up in pregnant verbs.  

The good workman ‘cuts straight’ (v. 15, literally) the word of truth; the bad workman 

‘swerves’ (v. 18) or deviates from the truth.” ~ John Stott 

26. V18. Illustration: Examples of well-known present-day Bible teachers whose doctrine has 

been destructive to many Christians include Bart Ehrman, Rob Bell, Brian McLaren, Jen 

Hatmaker.  All of these Bible teachers have many followers.  Each of them has swerved from 

the apostolic faith in significant ways.  Ehrman (the Bible is riddled with errors because it is 

not a divine book; Christianity is not true).  Bell (universalism; no hell or judgment).  

McLaren (all religions lead to heaven).  Hatmaker (some kinds of sexual immortality are 

moral). 

27. V19. Even when false teachers and their false teaching seem to be overrunning the church by 

distort, diluting, dismissing, or deleting the truth, God’s control is still evident even when 

people deviate from the truth of the gospel.  What is Paul referring to as “God’s solid 

foundation” that stands firm?  Commentators are divided.  It could be a reference to the 

church, the elect members of the church, Christ, God, his promises, his saving works, or even 

the Scriptures as the sound word of truth (1 Cor 3:11; Eph 2:20; 2 Tim 2:10).  Whatever this 

foundation refers to (I think it is the elect church), it is immune to destruction and bears 

God’s seal which indicates something that is true (Rom 4:11; 1 Cor 9:2).  This inscription 

says the Lord knows all those (in the OT and NT, thus the people of God across the Bible are 

a continuity) who belong to him (cf. Num 16:5; Job 36:10; Isa 26:13; Nah 1:7; Jn 10:14, 17), 

and that everyone who confesses the name of the Lord must turn away (literally 
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“apostatize”!) from wickedness (Isa 52:11; cf. Lev 24:16; Num 16:26-27; Ps 6:8).  In the 

ancient world, inscriptions were common on building foundations.  They could be inscribed 

with the owner’s name and a motto (as in Paul’s example).  The point is God knows the false 

teachers from his own people, and God requires everyone who confesses faith in him to 

repent of wickedness—including the wickedness of teaching and/or following false teaching.  

The first quote emphasizes God’s sovereignty (preserving) which is our comfort; the second 

quote emphasizes human responsibility (persevering) which is our duty.  This is the solid 

foundation that will not cause God’s people to fall into ruin, become ungodly, and depart 

from the truth.  Christians may gain assurance that even though some people will apostatize, 

nevertheless God knows those who are his.  Even so, those who call on the name of the Lord 

and claim to be his must depart (flee) from iniquity.  Grace is free, but it transforms and 

sanctifies as we flee from sin and pursue righteousness. 

28. V19.  Regarding the seal on the foundation, there are two biblically-inspired inscriptions (not 

precise quotations; more like allusions) from the story of Korah’s rebellion in Numbers 16.  

The implication is that just as Korah’s rebellion ended in cataclysmic judgment for the false 

teachers and their followers, so also the present-day false teachers and their followers will 

end in destruction. Hendriksen notices each is closely related to the other, so that one has no 

meaning without the other.  In other words, they dovetail.  The second follows hard on the 

first.  The first as God’s decree and the second as man’s responsibility (cf. 1 Cor 6:19b-20). 

a. Death to Pelagianism; death to fatalism 

b. Dated in eternity; dated in time 

c. We must believe; we must obey 

d. God’s predestinating mercy; man’s inevitable duty 

e. The Church’s security; the Church’s purity 

29. V19. Illustration: William Hendriksen gives a helpful illustration of how God’s sovereignty 

and man’s responsibility go together.  On an American coin the two sides hold these truths 

together.  The front carries the inscription, “In God we trust,” pointing to God as the source 

of our liberty.  The back in inscribed, “E pluribus unum,” reminding us of the fact that 

although there are many states and many people, we must all cooperate.  If we do not hold 

these mottos together, if we reject one, we cannot hold onto the other.  As we reject God as a 

nation we will lose our national unity.  As we reject the notion of national unity, factions and 

states will grab for power to protect liberty for some not others, thus we lose God as the 

source of liberty for all—majority and minority, strong and weak.  The American coin 

illustrates that if Christians shirk obedience to God, we lose the promise of God knowing we 

are his, and if we reject his sovereignty over us, then we declare he is not worthy to be served 

so we might as well do what is right in our own eyes.  Of course that leads to destruction.  

The Bible and history prove this is true.  So we must hold divine election and human 

obedience together. 

30. V19. Illustration: One of the ways false teachers distort the truth is by saying it no longer 

applies.  What might have been true yesterday or in an earlier era of church history, now no 
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longer applies because we have progressed in our understanding of the truth about 

_________ (human nature, science, history, archaeology, philosophy, psychology, sociology, 

theology, hermeneutics, etc).  This is a common technique that is currently being employed 

by the false teachers in the church (even some in the evangelical and reformed church) 

regarding God’s standard of sexual morality.  They say the Bible is not as solid a foundation 

as once supposed.  But these false teachers reveal the error of their ways in the fruit of their 

ministry.  Unless there is repentance and a return to the truth of the gospel, they continue 

further down the road of immorality and apostasy.  Many times their departure from the faith 

is visible and obvious, as each step is broadcast as a new step into the light.  That is the way 

apostasy works.  It appears as a step into the light, but compared to the solid foundation of 

the Bible their life and doctrine reveals each step as one away from the light of truth. 

31. V19. Application. This means that believers in the visible church must distinguish themselves 

in terms of right believe and right practice (doctrinal and moral purity) from those in the 

visible church who are less than exemplary.  No Christian will be excused from looking at a 

morally or doctrinally lax church member and saying, “Well, he does this, so I guess I can 

too.”  Or, “She doesn’t believe that part of the Bible, so that makes it OK for me to pick and 

choose too.”  Or, “He feels free to interpret the truths of the gospel contrary to the apostolic 

faith as clearly expressed in the ecumenical creeds, so I can create my own interpretation of 

the Christian faith too.”  No, all Christians are responsible to pursue purity in doctrine and 

morality, to surround themselves with other believers are pursuing the same, and to know the 

difference between purity and impurity.  That means you need to read the Bible for yourself, 

to learn what the Bible teaches about doctrine and life in community with others who are 

zealous for the same, and to live a life of communal sacrificial service to God and others to 

the glory of God.  Only in this way will you persevere in the truth faith. 

32. Vv20-23.  Heresy corrupts because bad theology always and inevitably leads to bad behavior. 

33. Vv20-21.  Paul employs a similar metaphor in Romans 9:21.  God makes some vessels for 

honorable use and others for dishonorable use.  But Paul applies the similar metaphors very 

differently.  Here election is not in view.  Rather the call to pursue holiness and purity so as to 

be useful to the Lord of the house. 

34. V20. Now employing a second metaphor to illustrate the difference between true and false 

teachers (the first being good and bad workmen, the second being the contents of a large 

house), Paul describes how people should conduct themselves in the visible church which his 

God’s household (1 Tim 3:15).  Such large houses contain vessels (articles) of common use 

and special use.  Those for special use include things made of gold or silver.  Those for 

common use include things made of wood and clay.  Paul may be pointing to the fact there is 

diversity in Christ’s body (1 Cor 12).  But considering the context, it is more likely that the 

dishonorable refer to doctrinal and moral impurity.  These also exist in the church in the form 

of false teachers and those who follow them.  Thus in the context, the metaphor refers to 

noble vessels (of gold and silver) as true believers and ignoble vessels (or wood and clay) as 

unbelievers in the visible church.  In this verse the metaphor applies to the visible church as a 

whole. 
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35. V21.  In this verse the metaphor applies to the individual in the visible church.  Those who 

heed Paul’s advice to turn away from wickedness to follow Christ thereby cleanse themselves 

and become holy (set apart as a vessel useful for special purposes).  Avoiding doctrinal and 

morality impurity, and instead pursing healthy teaching and holiness is how we flee sin and 

pursue righteousness.  This is a promise of blessing as God’s people pursue holiness.  They 

are prepared for action and useful to the Master (Lord) of the house.  As the Lord and Master 

of his house (the church), God is in complete control and exercises supreme oversight of the 

church (Lk 2:29; Acts 4:24; 2 Pet 2:1; Jude 4: Rev 6:10).  Note the same word for “master” is 

used for slave-masters (1 Tim 6:1-2; Tit 2:9). 

36. V22. NET sn In company with others who call on the Lord from a pure heart alludes to the value of 

the community of believers for the development of Christian virtues. 

37. V22. Next Paul turns to admonishing Timothy to flee the evil desires that are usually 

associated with youth.  “Evil desires” does not merely refer to sexual lusts, but to sinful 

desires in general, particularly those common for young people such as propensities toward 

false teachings and divisiveness.  Youthful passions are very dangerous because they war 

against the soul (1 Pet 2:11).  This warning is relevant to Timothy since he is a relatively 

young pastor separated in distance from Paul his spiritual mentor (1 Tim 4:12).  Paul doesn’t 

elaborate here on what these evil youthful desires are.  But in other places he hints at desires 

like lust, immature timidity (2 Tim 1:7), spiritual independence rather than trust in God (2 

Tim 1:14), a willingness to engage in fruitless debate (2 Tim 2:14, 16), and even be a 

hothead.  Stott adds self-assertion, self-indulgence, selfish ambition, headstrong obstinacy, 

arrogance, and all the wayward impulses of youth.  Such evil passions may be classified as 

strong yearnings for pleasure, power, or possessions (note these three categories of 

temptations Christ’s triumphed over in the wilderness).  Perhaps the best method to ascertain 

the evil desires Paul has in mind is by discerning the vices that correspond to the virtues of 

righteousness, faith, love, peace, kindness, longsuffering, and gentleness.  These would be 

something like injustice, unbelief, hatred, contentiousness, cruelty, impatience, and 

harshness.  It is obvious from personal experience and worldly wisdom that these vices are 

characteristic of youth.  Whereas Greek writers excused the evil passions of youth (boys will 

be boys), Paul respects Timothy’s ability to control himself and thus tells him to flee and 

pursue (cf. 1 Tim 6:11-12)—flee the evil youthful desires and pursue righteousness, faith, 

love, peace, imitating Christians who do the same by calling on the Lord out of a cleansed 

(pure) heart (1 Tim 1:5; cf. Ps 99:6; Joel 2:32; Acts 2:21; 9:14, 21; 22:16; Rom 10:12-13; 1 

Cor 1:2).  The NT elsewhere urges Christians to pursue virtues of the Spirit (1 Tim 6:11; 1 

Cor 14:1; Rom 12:13; 1 Thess 5:15; Heb 12:14a; 1 Pet 3:11; Rom 14:19).  Although Christ is 

the only one who liberates from evil (Rom 6:18) in order to pursue Christian virtues (Phil 

4:8-9), pursuing these things is not a solo mission.  Running after these things alongside 

other believers strengthens Christians in relationships and community as they uphold each 

other.  They pick each other up when they fall into sin, and they encourage one another when 

they run the race with faith.  Meaningful connection and organic involvement with the church 

is absolutely essential for progress in sanctification and perseverance in the faith.  Running 

away from and running after is the idea.  Another way of conceiving the method to cleanse 

oneself is to detach from evil and attach to good. 
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38. V23. Here Paul repeats the charge to avoid foolish (unwise) and stupid (ignorant, 

uninstructive, unprofitable) arguments because they lead to verbal battles.  Pastors should set 

a godly example for the flock by shunning vain disputes.  We are not truly wise unless we are 

wise in a useful manner. 

39. Vv24-26.  Orthodox theology strengthens.  Good theology helps us along the path to good 

behavior.  The pastor’s job is to help the congregation major on the majors, and to protect 

them from majoring on the minors. 

40. V24. NET sn Undoubtedly the background for the concept of being the Lord's slave or servant is to 

be found in the Old Testament scriptures. For a Jew this concept did not connote drudgery, but honor 
and privilege. It was used of national Israel at times (Isa 43:10), but was especially associated with 
famous OT personalities, including such great men as Moses (Josh 14:7), David (Ps 89:3; cf. 2 Sam 
7:5, 8) and Elijah (2 Kgs 10:10); all these men were "servants (or slaves) of the Lord." 

41. Vv24-26.  These verses contain important instruction on how pastors should handle 

troublesome and difficult people in the church.  One might say it is a key passage in this 

regard.  The idea is how to reclaim some of those who have gone astray. 

42. V24. The Lord’s servant (doulos = bond servant or slave).  Although all Christians are called 

to be slaves of righteousness (Rom 6:19), here the term refers to Timothy in his pastoral role 

and responsibilities.  Paul also saw himself as a doulos (Rom 1:1; Gal 1:10; Tit 1:1).  In the 

OT Moses and the prophets were called servants of the Lord (Jos 1:1; 2 Kgs 9:7; cf. Isa 42:1-

2; 50:6; 53:7; Mt 12:14-21).  One responsibility is to flee quarrels.  Run away from them!  

Wisdom teaches when to stay and correct a quarrelsome person, and when to flee so as not be 

become quarrelsome.  The Lord’s servant would be wise to avoid being quarrelsome by 

instead being kind to everyone, not being resentful, being able and willing to teach sound 

doctrine (1 Tim 3:2-3; Tit 3:2).  Why does Paul say God’s servant must not be resentful?  

Possibly because fleeing a quarrel may appear to others that you are unable to win the 

argument.  The quarrelsome person risks impressing others and winning disciples at the 

expense of his own godliness and ability to lead others in a fruitful Christian life. 

43. V24. Quotation: “Those are unapt to teach who are apt to strive.” ~ Matthew Henry 

44. V24. Application: It is quite easy to fall into the trap of being resentful when provoked to an 

argument because provocation upsets your reputation which strikes at your identity.  

Provocation to an argument wounds your pride.  The only way to avoid this trap is to find 

your identity in Christ’s righteousness and approval rather than in the approval of others. 

45. Vv25-26.  True conversion is a radical change: from (1) ignorance to believing the truth; (2) 

intoxication and stupor to soberness; and (3) slavery to liberty. 

46. V25. NET sn Correcting is the word for "child-training" or "discipline." It is often positive (training, 

educating) but here denotes the negative side (correcting, disciplining).  

47. V25. Regarding the opponents in the church, most commentators see them as unbelievers 

who do not have a saving knowledge of the gospel.  So how should Timothy, other pastors, 

and (by way of following by example) all Christians respond to quarrelsome people?  We 
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should instruct opponents with all gentleness (1 Cor 4:21; 2 Cor 10:1; 1 Thess 5:14; 2 Thess 

3:14-15; Tit 3:10-11; Jude 22-23).  Why? With the hope that our gentle treatment of them 

cultivates their hearts and sows the seeds of repentance.  Only the grace of repentance (which 

only God can give) is able to produce a knowledge of the truth.  God is sovereign over the 

gift of repentance.  Therefore if we truly desire that opponents who are unteachable will 

eventually come to change their mind and conform their behavior to the truth of God, then 

we must gently lead them to the stream of repentance.  Only God can make your opponent 

bow down to drink, but you can lead him there with a gentle touch (2 Cor 10:1; Gal 6:1; Eph 

4:2; 1 Pet 3:15).  Gentleness is a fruit of the spirit (Gal 5:23).  That is your only hope for 

those who have departed from the gospel and ruined their faith.  Many Jewish and Gentile 

moral instructors also urged gentleness and patience for teachers.  They criticized the Cynics 

and others for insulting their students and opponents.  Jewish teachers considered it best to 

offer private correction, only resorting to public rebukes if all else failed.  This is the same 

standard Jesus taught in Matthew 18. 

48. V26. How does an opponent who is blind come to a newfound knowledge of God’s truth?  

According to the Bible, from a human perspective it will feel like coming to one’s sense 

while still being caught in the devil’s trap.  Whereas the devil drugs and inebriates his 

captured prey, God saves a sinner by sobering him up, giving him insight to repent of 

believing false doctrine and living according to its dictates.  Once a person wakes up from his 

error, only then can he escape the devil’s trap who held him prisoner to do his evil bidding.  

In other words, the Bible characterizes believing and living false doctrine as being a prisoner 

and slave of Satan.  The one captured may not see it, only perceiving that he is living 

according to his own will.  But the truth of the matter is that the devil has him exactly where 

he wants him.  As far as Satan in concerned, disobedience to God is considered satanic 

service.  No Christian may assume that those who are in bondage to the devil’s teachings are 

irretrievably lost.  The gospel must be proclaimed to everyone, especially those in the visible 

church.  Praise be to God who sets the prisoners free by the word of truth and by his 

accomplishing salvation through the cross of Christ! 

49.  V26.  Doctrine. This verse assumes the doctrine of the noetic effects of sin.  The fall of man 

had a destructive effect on human reason when it comes to viewing reality (Rom 1:21-22).  

False teachers and those who follow false teaching lack knowledge and understanding, 

failing to grasp what is true (2 Tim 2:16, 23; 3:8).  This spiritual blindness is described as a 

form of enslavement to the devil that requires rescue to be saved from such blindness and 

bondage (2 Cor 4:4; Eph 2:1-3).  Salvation brings with it the renewed ability to see reality 

clearly.  A renewed mind is able to see the world and all of reality from a biblical perspective. 

50. Notice how Jesus Christ embodies this teaching.  He is our perfect model.  He is the good 

workman who is unashamed and approved, rightly handling Scripture.  He is the pure and 

useful vessel in God’s hands.  He is the Lord’s servant who gently corrects his opponents and 

refuses to quarrel with them about worthless speculations.  When enemies rose up against 

him he did not resist or retaliate.  He is gentle and lowly of heart.  He is strong and meek.  He 

is the servant of the Lord.  He grant repentance to those bound in darkness, saves sinners, and 

brings those in error to their senses. 
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8 Sermon References 

1 Timothy 6:4-5  He has an unhealthy craving for controversy and for 
quarrels about words, which produce envy, dissension, slander, evil 
suspicions,  5 and constant friction among people who are depraved in 
mind and deprived of the truth, imagining that godliness is a means of gain. 

Titus 3:10-11  As for a person who stirs up division, after warning him once 
and then twice, have nothing more to do with him,  11 knowing that such a 
person is warped and sinful; he is self-condemned. 

Acts 13:10  and [Paul] said [to Elymas the magician], "You son of the devil, 
you enemy of all righteousness, full of all deceit and villainy, will you not 
stop making crooked the straight paths of the Lord? 
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• Words of Christ ordaining this institution (Mt 26:26-30; Mk 14:22-25; Lk 22:15-20; 1 Cor 11:23-32) 

• One of the reasons we review the biblical words that record the institution of the Lord’s Supper is to guard us 

against deviating from them.  If we merely assume that everyone here knows the meaning of the bread and the 

cup, but didn’t rehearse it again and again in a straightforward way, I suppose it wouldn’t be long before we’d 

forget the details.  Then we might stop appreciating the theme of remembrance—of the Lord’s death until he 

comes, of his physical, bodily resurrection on the third day after he was crucified, of our own participation in his 

death by crucifying our sinful nature, and our remembering the promise of our own physical, bodily resurrection 

on the last day. 

• So let us come to the Lord’s table again and again and again, receiving the straightforward words of the Bible that 

Jesus loves his church, he died for her sins, and is risen from the dead to give her everlasting life.  Receive the 

bread and the cup in this simple way.  The bread represents his body, broken for you on the cross as a sacrifice for 

sins.  The cup represents his blood, shed for you on the cross to forgive sins.  These elements are sacramental 

representations.  That means they are signs pointing to Jesus’ body and blood, and they are covenant seals of 

authentication, promise, calling, and blessing.  We may think of the bread and cup as gospel seals that read on 

each piece: “The Lord knows those who are his,” and “Let everyone who names the name of the Lord apostatize 

from iniquity.” 

• If you are one of God’s baptized children, having confessed your faith publicly, living a life of confession and 

repentance, and a member of any church where the gospel of Jesus is faithfully preached, then I welcome and 

encourage you to come to the Lord’s table.  Come and take by faith of Christ the Lord. 

• Brief exhortation and fence the table (not baptized, not publically confessed the faith, not under the care and 

government of a particular branch of Christ’s Church) do not take the bread and wine, but instead take Christ—

repent of all the teachings you’ve entertained or accepted that neglect, minimize, obscure, and blaspheme Jesus as 

Lord, and resolve by divine grace to pursue the Good Teacher who is able to redeem and save you. 

• Invitation to silent prayer for preparation (confess sin, acknowledge God’s love for you) 

• After allowing time for elders to come forward, close the silent prayer time with a brief prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And as they were eating, he took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to 

them, and said, “Take; this is my body.” (Mark 14:22) 
o Reminder to hold the bread and eat together as a body since the one loaf represents Christ’s unified body. 

• Optional: read a scripture (Jn 6:66-69) 

And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, and they all 

drank of it. And he said to them, "This is my blood of the covenant, which is 

poured out for many. Truly, I say to you, I will not drink again of the fruit of the 

vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God." (Mark 14:23-25) 
o Reminder to drink from the cup as you are ready since Jesus shed his blood to save you. 




