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1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 “Wait for the Lord” December 4, 2016 

OT Lesson: Isaiah 25  Brian M. Sandifer 

When Christians imitate the Lord and his apostles by turning, serving, and waiting, their faith in God’s 

word is commended far and wide. This early church model is a brief summary of the Christian life. Let us 

follow their example to gain a faith, love and hope that cannot be shaken. 

Introduction – The end of the calendar year is the beginning of the church year. Both are characterized 

by waiting for the Christmas holiday, but the objects of their waiting can be quite different. The 

differences are not always good vs. bad, or spiritual vs. worldly, although there is a danger of corrupting 

Christmas for selfish purposes. Waiting for the Christ of Christmas requires a very different kind of 

attitude, a different kind of waiting. 

Background – Paul and his missionary team write to the new believers in the church of Thessalonica. 

Paul is constantly prayerful and thankful for them as they have become a model for all Christians. The 

shape of their Christian life is described in verse 3 and explained in the remainder of the chapter. 

I. A Faith that Functions 

A. Rooted in election (vv. 4-5a) 

1. Faith, love, and hope are evidence of election. These spiritual qualities are bound together 

and can only come from God. By calling those in the church “brothers”, Paul shows his warm 

affection for the believers in Thessalonica. But he is not the only one who loves them. They are 

first “loved by God”. This is language originally spoken of OT Israel (Dt 32:15; 33:12; Pss 60:5; 

108:6; Isa 41:8-10; 44:2; Jer 11:15; 12:7), and now spoken of the Jew-Gentile church. The elect 

church is the renewed Israel of God. 

2. Paul also sees proof of their election in God’s blessing his missionary labors in Thessalonica. 

His gospel (which he received by direct revelation from the risen Jesus Christ) came to the 

Thessalonians not only in spoken word but also with the power of God by the Holy Spirit. Not 

with the power of classical rhetoric, but with the Spirit’s power to work signs and wonders, 

change hearts, give new life, and convert sinners to Christ by convincing them the gospel is true. 

This gospel is undeniably authentic because it came with God’s powerful seal of approval (1 Cor 

2:1-5; 4:19-20; cf. Acts 14:3; 15:12; Rom 15:18-19; 2 Cor 12:12).  

B. Turned from idols (v. 9) 

These believers, particularly the Gentiles, were recently converted from idolatry through Paul’s 

missionary endeavors. The apostolic plea to turn from idols was a common and necessary aspect of 

repentance preached to Gentiles as opposed to Jews (cf. Acts 14:15; 17:22-31). The gospel calls you 

not just to abandon your various idols for fatalism or atheism, but for Christianity, because 

worshiping idols debases you in such a way that you need not merely escape but restoration (Ps 115). 

The Thessalonians converted from bowing to dead statues (1 Cor 8:4-13; 10:14-22) to worshiping the 

“living and true God”. They converted from dead worship to living worship, crossing from death to 

life when they heard the gospel and believed.  

II. A Love that is Active 

A. Service to the living and true God (vv. 5b-7, 9) 

If you have a faith that functions, love will naturally flow from you in acts of worship and service. 

The best way to cultivate this kind of love in your life is by imitation. Paul imitated the Lord, and the 

Thessalonian believers imitated Paul as he imitated the Lord. They were able to trust Paul and his 
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missionary team and thereby copy their Christian service because Paul was a man of conviction and 

integrity. He practiced what he preached. He lived what he believed. He obeyed what he taught and 

commanded. Not even their experiencing “much affliction” could hinder these believers from joyfully 

receiving God’s word. That’s how the Holy Spirit works love into a believer, even when life is rough. 

Through active service to God, acting out the part of a good disciple, obeying everything Jesus has 

commanded as a joyful, willing servant of the living and true God. Loving God is an act of service. If 

love does not labor, it is not love. 

B. Evangelism and testimony (v. 8) 

This act of service, this labor of love for God, must eventually manifest itself in love of neighbor. The 

church in Thessalonica imitated Jesus and Paul in evangelism and testimony as their labor of love. 

Paul employs a beautiful word-picture here. “Sounded forth” is a rare Greek verb only used this one 

time in the NT, from which we derive the English word “echo”. The image is an ongoing sound like a 

trumpet blast emanating from the church that reverberates throughout the hills and valleys of 

Macedonian, Achaia, and beyond. What is the “sound”? The gospel (“the word of the Lord”) and the 

news of the Thessalonian’s newfound vibrant faith that produced faith that functions, love that is 

active, and hope that endures. Paul knew the news of their faith had spread because he had heard the 

reports as he traveled throughout Greece. He didn’t have to give missionary reports on Thessalonica. 

The reports had preceded him. This verse holds together both verbal and rumor evangelism. Verbal is 

evangelism proper. Rumor is evangelistic testimony that authenticates and adorns the verbal gospel. 

III. A Hope that Endures 

A. Waiting for Christ’s coming (v. 10a) 

These new believers were still hopeful, but they needed encouragement and further instruction on 

what they were waiting for and how they were supposed to wait. Why? Because the Christian’s hope 

is incomplete and vulnerable to tribulation without the hope of Christ’s second coming. By reminding 

the believers that God raised his Son from the dead to defeat the only enemies that can really get us in 

the end—sin and death (cf. 1 Thess 4:13-18; the doctrine of the resurrection)—Paul gives them hope. 

Since Jesus is not dead but now lives forever, you can hope for his return. Since Jesus is raised in 

resurrection life, if you are “in the Lord Jesus Christ” and thus “in God the Father”, then you can be 

confident he will also eventually raise you to resurrection life. 

B. For salvation from God’s coming judgment (v. 10b) 

Similarly, when Paul reminds the believers of God’s coming wrath, he is preparing them for further 

teaching on God’s judgment due to us for sin, and salvation in Christ as the way to escape that 

judgment (1 Thess 5:1-11; cf. Rom 1:18, 24, 26, 28; cf. Isa 2:10-22; 13:9). Through the sacrifice of 

God’s Son on the cross to pay the penalty for sin, believers are able to escape the coming judgment 

that their sins would otherwise deserve. And through his resurrection, believers are able to escape the 

sting of death and instead gain eternal life.  

Conclusion – In this passage, God’s word unites these to the cardinal Christian virtues of faith, hope, and 

love—uniting turning from idols to a faith that functions, serving God to a love that is active, and waiting 

for the Lord to a hope that endures. Do you see how on one hand defeatist attitudes and negative self-

perceptions have no place in the church because God loves us, gives us his grace, and has made his choice 

to love us. And on the other hand, there is no place in the Christian life for triumphalism or pride because 

believers have faith, love, and hope by God’s grace alone. Instead, the gospel opens to you a better way: 

the model way for us to believe, to love, and to wait. It’s what every Christian should be and every church 

should be. And most of all, it is what God made you for and the reason why Jesus died and rose for you 

(Eph 2:8-10). 
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1 Original Language, Personal English Translation, and Textual Notes 

Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

1 Thess 1:1 Pau/loj kai. Silouano.j kai. Timo,qeoj 
th/| evkklhsi,a| Qessalonike,wn evn qew/| 
patri. kai. kuri,w| VIhsou/ Cristw/|( ca,rij 
um̀i/n kai. eivrh,nhÅ 

Paul and Silvanus and Timothy, to the 
church of the Thessalonians in God the 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: grace to 
you and peace. 

NET tc The majority of witnesses, including 

several early and important ones (a A [D] I 

33 Û bo), have avpo. qeou/ patro.j h̀mw/n 
kai. kuriou/ Ihsou/ Cristou/ (apo theou 

patros heÒmoÒn kai kuriou IeÒsou Christou, 
"from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ") at the end of v. 1. The more abrupt 
reading ("Grace and peace to you") without 
this addition is supported by B F G Y 0278 

629 1739 1881 pc lat sa. Apart from a 
desire to omit the redundancy of the 
mention of God and Christ in this verse, 
there is no good reason why scribes would 
have omitted the characteristically Pauline 
greeting. (Further, if this were the case, why 
did these same scribes overlook such an 
opportunity in 2 Thess 1:1–2?) On the other 
hand, since 1 Thessalonians is one of 
Paul's earliest letters, what would become 
characteristic of his greetings seems to 
have been still in embryonic form (e.g., he 
does not yet call his audience "saints" 
[which will first be used in his address to the 
Corinthians], nor does he use evn (en) plus 

the dative to refer to the location of the 
church). Thus, the internal evidence is 
overwhelming in support of the shorter 
reading, for scribes would have been 
strongly motivated to rework this salutation 
in light of Paul's style elsewhere. And the 
external evidence, though not 
overwhelming, is supportive of this shorter 
reading, found as it is in some of the best 
witnesses of the Alexandrian and Western 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

texttypes. 
 

eivrh,nh {A} Representatives of the 

Alexandrian and the Western types of text 
unite in supporting the shorter reading (B G 
Y 1739 itar, b, f, g, o, r vg syrp, palms copsa, fay). 

Other witnesses expand the salutation by 
adding phrases familiar from the salutations 
in other Pauline letters. If any one of these 
expansions had been original, there is no 
reason why it would have been deleted. 

~ Metzger’s Textual Commentary on the NT 

1 Thess 1:2 Euvcaristou/men tw/| qew/| pa,ntote peri. 
pa,ntwn um̀w/n mnei,an poiou,menoi evpi. 
tw/n proseucw/n hm̀w/n( avdialei,ptwj 

We give thanks to God always concerning 
all of you, constantly making mention in our 
prayers, 

 

1 Thess 1:3 mnhmoneu,ontej ùmw/n tou/ e;rgou th/j 
pi,stewj kai. tou/ ko,pou th/j avga,phj kai. 
th/j up̀omonh/j th/j evlpi,doj tou/ kuri,ou 
hm̀w/n VIhsou/ Cristou/ e;mprosqen tou/ 
qeou/ kai. patro.j hm̀w/n( 

remembering your work of faith and labor of 
love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord 
Jesus Christ before our God and Father, 

NET tn These phrases denote Christian 
virtues in action: the work produced by faith, 
labor motivated by love, and endurance that 
stems from hope in Christ. 

1 Thess 1:4 eivdo,tej( avdelfoi. hvgaphme,noi up̀o. Îtou/Ð 
qeou/( th.n evklogh.n um̀w/n( 

knowing, brothers loved by God, his election 
of you, 

NET tn Grk "your election." 

1 Thess 1:5 o[ti to. euvagge,lion hm̀w/n ouvk evgenh,qh 
eivj um̀a/j evn lo,gw| mo,non avlla. kai. evn 
duna,mei kai. evn pneu,mati ag̀i,w| kai. ÎevnÐ 
plhrofori,a| pollh/|( kaqw.j oi;date oi-oi 
evgenh,qhmen ÎevnÐ um̀i/n diV um̀a/jÅ 

because our gospel came to you not in word 
alone, but also in power and in the Holy 
Spirit and in much full assurance, just as 
you know what sort of people we were 
among you for your sakes. 

The Greek in the second half of this verse is 
awkward.  I use the wording from the NET 
translation note. 
 

hm̀w/n {A} The expression “our gospel,” 

which is solidly based in a diversity of 
witnesses of every type of textual family, 

seems to have offended some scribes; ac C 

preferred “the gospel of God,” and a* 

preferred “the gospel of our God.” 

~ Metzger’s Textual Commentary on the NT 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

1 Thess 1:6 Kai. um̀ei/j mimhtai. hm̀w/n evgenh,qhte kai. 
tou/ kuri,ou( dexa,menoi to.n lo,gon evn 
qli,yei pollh/| meta. cara/j pneu,matoj 
ag̀i,ou( 

And you became imitators of us and of the 
Lord, receiving the word in much affliction, 
with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 

 

1 Thess 1:7 w[ste gene,sqai um̀a/j tu,pon pa/sin toi/j 
pisteu,ousin evn th/| Makedoni,a| kai. evn 
th/| VAcai<a|Å 

so that you became examples to all the 
believing ones in Macedonian and in 
Achaia. 

NET tc Most MSS (a A C D2 F G Y 0278 

Û) have the plural tu,pouj (tupous, 

"examples") here, while a few important 
witnesses have the singular tu,pon (tupon, 
"example"; B D*,c 6 33 81 104 1739 1881 pc 
lat). With ùma/j (humas, "you") immediately 

preceding, the plural form looks motivated: 
Scribes would be expected to change the 
singular to the plural here. Although the 
external evidence for the singular reading is 
not overwhelming, the internal evidence for 
it is compelling.   

 

tu,pon It is more likely that copyists would 

have altered the singular number tu,pon (B 

D* 6 33 81 104 181 424c 442 1311 1739 
1908 2005 itd, r vg syrp, pal copsa, bo, fay arm eth 

arab) to the plural tu,pouj (a A C Fgr G K L 

P Y most minuscules itg syrh al) in order to 

agree with um̀a/j than vice versa. The 

reading tu,poj in Dc is a scribal error. 

~ Metzger’s Textual Commentary on the NT 

1 Thess 1:8 avfV um̀w/n ga.r evxh,chtai ò lo,goj tou/ 
kuri,ou ouv mo,non evn th/| Makedoni,a| kai. 
Îevn th/|Ð VAcai<a|( avllV evn panti. to,pw| h ̀
pi,stij ùmw/n h ̀pro.j to.n qeo.n 
evxelh,luqen( w[ste mh. crei,an e;cein hm̀a/j 
lalei/n tiÅ 

For from you the word of the Lord sounded 
forth not only in Macedonia and in Achaia, 
but in every place your faith towards God 
has gone out, so that we have no need to 
say anything. 

 

1 Thess 1:9 auvtoi. ga.r peri. hm̀w/n avpagge,llousin For they themselves report about us what NET tn Grk "what sort of entrance we had 

to you" (an idiom for how someone is 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

op̀oi,an ei;sodon e;scomen pro.j um̀a/j( kai. 
pw/j evpestre,yate pro.j to.n qeo.n avpo. 
tw/n eivdw,lwn douleu,ein qew/| zw/nti kai. 
avlhqinw/| 

kind of reception we had with you, and how 
you turned to God from idols to serve the 
living and true God, 

received).  

1 Thess 
1:10 

kai. avname,nein to.n uiò.n auvtou/ evk tw/n 
ouvranw/n( o]n h;geiren evk Îtw/nÐ nekrw/n( 
VIhsou/n to.n rùo,menon hm̀a/j evk th/j 
ovrgh/j th/j evrcome,nhjÅ 

and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom 
he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers 
us from the coming wrath. 
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2 Exegetical Outline (verse summary) – 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

V1. The apostle Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy address their epistle with grace and peace to the 

church in Thessalonica who are in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

V2. Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy always pray for and give thanks to God for the Thessalonians. 

V3. Paul et al remember before their God and Father the Thessalonians’ work of faith, labor of 

love, and steadfastness of hope in their mutual Lord Jesus Christ. 

V4. Addressing the Thessalonians as brothers in the Lord, Paul et al know that God has chosen 

them. 

V5. Paul et al know this because their gospel came to the Thessalonians not only in word, but 

also in power, in the Holy Spirit, and with full assurance, then Paul reminded them they know 

what kind of men that Paul et al proved to be among the Thessalonians for their sake. 

V6. The Thessalonians became imitators of the Lord and Paul et al, since they received God’s 

word in the midst of much suffering yet with the joy of the Holy Spirit. 

V7. As such imitators the Thessalonians became an example to all the believers in Macedonia 

and Achaia. 

V8. Not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from the Thessalonians in Macedonia and 

Achaia, but their faith in God has gone out in every place in such a way that Paul et al need not 

say anything about their faith. 

V9. For the believers in other places report about Paul et al the kind of reception they had among 

the Thessalonians—how they turned away from idols to serve the living and true God. 

V10. The believers in other places also report how the Thessalonians are waiting for God’s Son 

Jesus to come from heaven—whom God raised from the dead the one who delivers Christians 

from the coming wrath. 
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3 Exegetical Outline (full) – 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

I. Apostolic greeting of grace and peace to the Thessalonian church in God and Christ (v. 1) 

• V1. The apostle Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy address their epistle with grace and 

peace to the church in Thessalonica who are in God the Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

II. Paul et al commend the faith of the Thessalonians (vv. 2-5) 

a. Remembering in prayer their patient and laborious faith (vv. 2-3) 

i. V2. Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy always pray for and give thanks to God for 

the Thessalonians. 

ii. V3. Paul et al remember before their God and Father the Thessalonians’ work 

of faith, labor of love, and steadfastness of hope in their mutual Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

b. Knowing their election by God (vv. 4-5) 

i. V4. Addressing the Thessalonians as brothers in the Lord, Paul et al know that 

God has chosen them. 

ii. V5. Paul et al know this because their gospel came to the Thessalonians not 

only in word, but also in power, in the Holy Spirit, and with full assurance, 

then Paul reminded them they know what kind of men that Paul et al proved 

to be among the Thessalonians for their sake. 

III. The Thessalonians as famous imitators of the Lord and his apostles (vv. 6-10) 

a. The faith that imitates the Lord and his apostles (v. 6) 

• V6. The Thessalonians became imitators of the Lord and Paul et al, since they 

received God’s word in the midst of much suffering yet with the joy of the 

Holy Spirit. 

b. Fame of Thessalonian faith to the north and south (v. 7) 

• V7. As such imitators the Thessalonians became an example to all the 

believers in Macedonia and Achaia. 

c. Fame of Thessalonian faith throughout the world (vv. 8-10) 
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i. V8. Not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from the Thessalonians 

in Macedonia and Achaia, but their faith in God has gone out in every place in 

such a way that Paul et al need not say anything about their faith. 

ii. V9. For the believers in other places report about Paul et al the kind of 

reception they had among the Thessalonians—how they turned away from 

idols to serve the living and true God. 

iii. V10. The believers in other places also report how the Thessalonians are 

waiting for God’s Son Jesus to come from heaven—whom God raised from 

the dead the one who delivers Christians from the coming wrath. 
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4 Exegetical Outline (abbreviated) – 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

Exegetical Proposition: The apostle Paul and his ministry team leaders send their Christian 

greeting to the Thessalonian church, giving thanks for their commendable faith, word of which 

has spread worldwide that they have turned to God and are waiting for Christ’s coming to deliver 

believers from the wrath of God to come. 

I. Apostolic greeting of grace and peace to the Thessalonian church in God and Christ (v. 1) 

II. Paul et al commend the faith of the Thessalonians (vv. 2-5) 

a. Remembering in prayer their patient and laborious faith (vv. 2-3) 

b. Knowing their election by God (vv. 4-5) 

III. The Thessalonians as famous imitators of the Lord and his apostles (vv. 6-10) 

a. The faith that imitates the Lord and his apostles (v. 6) 

b. Fame of Thessalonian faith to the north and south (v. 7) 

c. Fame of Thessalonian faith throughout the world (vv. 8-10) 
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5 Theological Outline – 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

Theological Proposition: When Christians imitate the Lord and his apostles, their faith in God’s 

word is commended far and wide as sincere in belief, full of good works, powerful in the Holy 

Spirit, joyful in suffering, and hopeful in Christ’s return from heaven to save from the coming 

wrath. 

I. Grace and peace extends to churches that are “in” God the Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ (v. 1) 

II. When believers display a patient and working faith, they give evidence that God has 

chosen them (vv. 2-5) 

III. The commendable reputation of such believers, who imitate the Lord and his apostles as 

they wait on God’s coming salvation, tends to gain widespread fame (vv. 6-10) 
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6 Notes on 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

1. Possible OT readings. Psalm 40; Isaiah 25 

2. Children’s Sermon. Play a game of imitation with the kids, something like Simon Says.  Do a 

few simple things, then a few hard things, then a few nice things, and then finally share the 

gospel with someone nearby—so the kids must imitate the leader in order to receive praise.  

In the end, hand out little certificates (or candy?) praising their imitation.  Have someone 

blow a trumpet really loud to announce the awards.  Explain that God wants us to imitate 

Jesus and others who live faithfully for Jesus.  Imitating Jesus means to believe in him, trust 

in him, obey him, and follow him as your teacher, master, and savior.  If you do that, you 

become an example for other people to imitate you.  When that happens it sounds like a 

trumpet in heaven.  Not a trumpet blast that brings you glory and honor and praise, but so it 

gives all glory to God.  Because he is the one we imitate first and most. 

3. Paul and his missionary team probably arrived in Thessalonica in the early summer of AD 

50.  They planted a church in the city but had to leave abruptly because their lives were 

threatened (Acts 17:1-10).  Later Paul send Timothy back to check on the new believers and 

bring back a report.  The church was holding fast in their faith, but they had unanswered 

questions that Paul would address in his 2 letters to them.  Note that while Silas (Silvanus is 

the Latin form of the name) and Timothy are co-senders of the letter, Paul is the main author 

(1 Thess 2:18; 3:5; 5:27).  Silas was a prophet of the Jerusalem church.  He was delegated to 

accompany Paul and Barnabas to bring the decision of the Jerusalem Council to Antioch.  

Paul chose Silas on his second missionary journey to replace Barnabas as his missionary 

partner.  Timothy was a young man, the son of a Greek father and a Jewish mother.  He had 

been discipled as a child by his mother and grandmother.  At this point he is new to the 

missionary life as he was recruited to join Paul in Lystra about one year earlier. 

4. V1.  Thessalonica was a thriving port city in Macedonia.  It was the largest city in the 

province (population about 200,000), serves as the provincial capital, and was a “free city” 

and thus exempted from many Roman laws.  The city was on the major Roman road 

(Egnatian Way) that went all the way to the Orient.  Thus Thessalonica had an international 

culture with many pagan cultural influences that challenged the faith of Christians there. 

5. V1. The typical Pauline epistolary greeting: sender, recipient, greeting.  The opening is not 

modified as in other letters, which reflects Paul’s good relationship with the Thessalonians.  

Including Silas and Timothy as co-workers in the gospel and co-senders of the letter lends 

additional authority to its contents.  All three agree on the message of the letter.  Including 

Timothy also indicates Paul is informed of the latest report to come from the Thessalonian 

church (1 Thess 3:6).  The “church” is the gathered people of God, linking these Gentile 

Christians to OT Israel as God’s chosen ones (cf. 1 Thess 1:4).  The church does not exist 

primary because of Paul’s missionary labors, but through the divine will of God.  The church 

is “in” God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  There is a mysterious union, a close 

relationship, between believers and God, hence Christians are perfectly safe and secure from 

spiritual harm since they are “in” God and Christ.  Stott summarizes this “in” relationship: 
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living in, rooted in, drawing its life from.  In verses 5-6 Paul names the Holy Spirit, thus 

completing the reference to all three persons of the Trinity in the letter’s introduction.  Paul 

extends grace and peace to the church.  This is the “grace and peace” prayer that Christians 

throughout the ages have employed to implore God’s blessing.  God’s unmerited favor 

produces shalom in and among God’s people. 

6. Vv2-10.  Paul’s letters usually begin (following the opening) with a note of thanksgiving that 

introduce some of the major themes of the letter.  These verses function this way.  In this 

thanksgiving Paul reestablishes his relationship with the recipients, and encourages them to 

live up to the praise he gives to God for them.  He gives thanks for their exemplary Christian 

lives, works of evangelism, and their conversion.  Paul understands all of these blessings are 

the result of God electing (choosing) them for salvation. 

7. Vv2-3. Quotation: “Thus memory, thanksgiving, and prayer belong together.  Perhaps we 

need to pray and work for better memories.  For it is when we remember people (their faces, 

names and needs) that we are prompted both to thank God and to pray for them.” ~ John 

Stott, 29. 

8. V2. Paul expressed his deep heartfelt thanks for the Thessalonian church.  He prays for them 

always and remembers them constantly. 

9. V3. Paul gives thanks for the Thessalonians’ faith, love (charity), and hope—the essential 

marks of the Christian life.  This is a common Pauline and NT triad (1 Thess 5:8; Rom 5:1-5; 

1 Cor 13:13; Gal 5:5-6; Eph 4:2-5; Col 1:4-5; cf. Heb 6:10-12; 10:22-24; 1 Pet 1:3-8, 21-22), 

with the order of the three variously arranged so the emphasized virtue is listed last in the 

climactic position.  1 Thessalonians being an early letter, this is the first instance of the faith-

love-hope triad in Paul’s letters.  “Work of faith” indicates that faith invariably and naturally 

produces good works (2 Thess 1:11; Rom 1:5; 16:26; Gal 5:6; Eph 2:8-10; Jas 2:14-26).  

Faith leads to action.  “Labor of love” indicates that Christian works and deeds always flow 

from and are rooted in love.  “Steadfastness of hope” in Christ indicates not a wishful 

thinking, but an enduring assurance that Christ will return from heaven to bring salvation 

from their present troubles (1 Thess 1:6) and the coming judgment (1 Thess 1:10).  This hope 

is an eschatological hope of Christ’s second coming (1 Thess 4:13-18; 5:1-11).  Work, labor, 

and steadfastness are the practical outworking of the Thessalonian church’s conversion.  

Faith rests on the past, love works in the present, and hope looks to the future.  In other 

words, faith works, love labors, and hope produces patience.  Salvation must go beyond 

beliefs and attitudes to actions.  Every Christian is at base a believer, a lover, and a hoper!  

Calvin said this verse’s description of faith, love, and hope is a brief definition of true 

Christianity. 

10. V3. Quotation: “We are not saved by faith plus works, but by a faith that works.” ~ Warren 

Wiersbe 

11. V4. Faith, love, and hope are evidences of election.  These spiritual qualities are bound 

together and can only come from God.  That is why they are evidence for election.  God’s 

electing (choosing) of the Thessalonians is the second reason Paul gives thanks.  Whereas the 

first item of thanks is for the activity of the church, the second item of thanks is for the 
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activity of God.  By calling those in the church “brothers” (or brothers and sisters), Paul 

shows his warm affection for the believers in Thessalonica.  But Paul is not the only one who 

loves them.  They are loved by God.  This is language originally applied to OT Israel (Dt 

32:15; 33:12; Pss 60:5; 108:6; Isa 41:8-10; 44:2; Jer 11:15; 12:7), now applied to the Jew-

Gentile church of the NT.  Thus Paul teaches that the NT church (predominantly composed of 

Gentiles) is the renewed Israel of God.  The apostle and his assistants know that God has 

chosen the Thessalonian believers, introducing the theme of election here that comes into 

play later in the letter in the language of calling and appointing (1 Thess 2:12; 4:7; 5:9, 24).  

Thus Paul’s thanksgiving for these Christians is ultimately grounded in the divine electing 

work of God in their lives, rooted in God’s love for them (Eph 1:4-5; Rom 1:7; 8:35-39; 9:13; 

11:28).  Paul sees the proof of their election in God’s blessing on his missionary labors in 

Thessalonica, in the authenticity of the believers’ reception of the gospel and their early fruit 

of sanctification (cf. 2 Thess 2:13), and in their obedience to the gospel.  Thus Paul reassures 

them of their election and their eternal security in Christ. 

12. V5. Here Paul emphasizes that his gospel (which he received by direct revelation from the 

risen Jesus Christ) came to the Thessalonians not only in the words (content) of the message, 

but also with the power of God and by the Holy Spirit.  Not with the power of Paul’s 

rhetorical persuasion, but with the Spirit’s power to change hearts, give new life, and convert 

sinners to Christ by convincing them the gospel is true.  This is the first reason Paul knows 

the Thessalonian believers are among God’s elect.  God blessed the preaching of the gospel 

with divine power!  This gospel is undeniably authentic.  It came with God’s seal of 

approval.  “Power” probably refers to Paul’s miracles that accompanied his preaching of the 

gospel (1 Cor 2:1-5; 4:19-20; cf. Acts 14:3; 15:12; Rom 15:18-19; 2 Cor 12:12).  The Holy 

Spirit is named as the authenticating source of Paul’s power in preaching.  “Full conviction” 

refers to the consequence and effect of the Spirit-given power, namely the boldness of Paul’s 

preaching that he believed with all his heart, soul, mind, and strength.  The believers in 

Thessalonica not only knew Paul’s full conviction of the truth of the gospel, but also how he 

lived consistently with this conviction.  They knew from first-hand experience what manner 

of men (Paul, Silas, and Timothy) proved to be in their presence, and why they lived the way 

they did—for the sake of the Thessalonian Christians.  In other words, they lived with 

Christian integrity which lent more authenticity to the preaching of the gospel (cf. 1 Thess 

2:1-3:10).  The divine message and the human medium complemented rather than 

contradicted each other. 

13. V5. Quotation: “There was spiritual dynamite in the message, enough dynamite to demolish 

the idol-gods.  In fact, the dynamite of the Spirit was of a different kind than physical 

dynamite, for whereas the latter is limited to destructive operations, this dynamite was also 

constructive.” ~ William Hendriksen 

14. V6. The theme of Christians being “imitators” occurs frequently in Paul’s letters.  We get 

“mimickers” from the root of the Greek word.  They had become imitators not merely 

talkers.  He presents a variety of examples for his readers to imitate.  Whenever he offers a 

human exemplar, it is important to understand Paul only requires Christians to imitate people 

as far as they imitate God and Christ (1 Cor 11:1).  One reason believers, especially new 

believers, must imitate their leaders is to grow in spiritual maturity.  Just as a baby needs a 

family to grow and thrive, a Christian needs the local church and the leaders there.  Here are 
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a few examples of those to imitate: Paul (here; 2 Thess 3:7, 9; 1 Cor 4:16; 11:1; Phil 3:17), 

God (Eph 5:1), Christ (here; 1 Cor 11:1; Phil 2:5-11), Timothy (Phil 2:19-23), Epaphroditus 

(Phil 2:25-30), and the churches of Judea (1 Thess 2:14).  Interestingly, the Thessalonians 

imitated Paul and Jesus as they received the word of God in great suffering (cf. 1 Thess 2:2, 

14-16; 3:3-4; Acts 17:5-14).  These verses indicate their suffering was not physical 

persecution but social harassment—yet still a form of Christian persecution.  History does 

not record any organized physical persecution during the 50s AD.  But there are many 

sources that record the disgust neighbors of Christians expressed when believers refused to 

participate in common pagan social activities.  Yet the Thessalonians accepted “with the joy 

of the Holy Spirit” (i.e. with Spirit-wrought joy) the suffering that accompanied receiving the 

word of God.  Note the Holy Spirit plays a prominent role in sustaining believers suffering 

persecution for Christ (Mt 10:19-20; 1 Pet 4:12-14).  Faith is always tested, and persecution 

is one such test (Mt 13:21; 2 Tim 3:12).  Such suffering is normal for believers destined to be 

saved in the end (Rom 8:17-18; 1 Pet 4:12-14).  To suffer for faith in Christ is a mark of 

holiness because it unites the suffering believer to the Passion of Christ, thereby conforming 

the believer to the shape of Christ’s life.  In this way they were fine examples who earned 

their faithful reputation among the Christians throughout the world.  Their joy was patterned 

(imitated) after the joy in suffering of Jesus and Paul. 

15. V6. Illustration: There is in this imitation a kind of “glory circle”.  It starts with God 

performing his works on earth.  The Father elects, the Son and his ambassadors give 

examples of rejoicing in suffering, the Holy Spirit works joy in the heart of believers.  Then 

Christians continue to welcome the word of God and become imitators.  They share the word 

of God with others who receive it with praise to God giving glory to him in heaven.  Thus the 

circle is completed.  The Thessalonian believer are in the middle of the circle.  If the circle is 

to close, an imitator must thereafter become an example.  Otherwise the cycle stops. 

16. Quotation: “Let [others] be instructed by you, at least by your deeds.  With their wrath you be 

mild, with their boastful speech you be humble-minded, with their abuse you offer prayers, 

with their deceit you be firm in faith, with their cruelty you be gentle, not eager to imitate 

them.” ~ Ignatius of Antioch 

17. V7. The Thessalonian church became an example to other churches in the region, provoking 

them through encouragement to good works (Heb 10:24).  Macedonia and Achaia were the 

northern and southern Roman provinces of Macedonia-Greece at the time.  Thessalonica was 

strategically situated somewhat in the middle, so that the gospel and the report of the 

Thessalonians’ faith could spread far.  So it is as if Paul said they became an example to 

Christians from north to south.  Illustration: Relative to Virginia, like from New England to 

Dixieland. 

18. V8. NET sn "The word of the Lord" is a technical expression in OT literature, often referring to a 

divine prophetic utterance (e.g., Gen 15:1, Isa 1:10, Jonah 1:1). In the NT it occurs 15 times: 3 times 
as rh̀/ma tou/ kuri,ou (rheÒma tou kuriou; Luke 22:61, Acts 11:16, 1 Pet 1:25) and 12 times as lo,goj 
tou/ kuri,ou (logos tou kuriou; here and in Acts 8:25; 13:44, 48, 49; 15:35, 36; 16:32; 19:10, 20; 1 

Thess 4:15; 2 Thess 3:1). As in the OT, this phrase focuses on the prophetic nature and divine origin 
of what has been said. Here the phrase has been translated "the message of the Lord" because of 
the focus upon the spread of the gospel evident in the passage. 
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19. V8. “Sounded forth” is a rare Greek verb (evxhce,w), only used this one time in the NT, from 

which the English word “echo” is derived.  The image is an ongoing sound emanating from 

the church in Thessalonica that reverberates throughout the hills and valleys of Macedonian, 

Achaia, and beyond.  Like a trumpet blast!  What is the “sound”?  Probably the gospel (“the 

word of the Lord”) and the news of the Thessalonian’s newfound vibrant faith that produced 

“works of faith”, “labors of love”, and “steadfastness of hope”.  Essentially it is the news of 

their active faith—sincere beliefs (even spread through evangelism) producing faithful, 

loving, hopeful action—that spread far and wide.  Paul knew that news of their faith had 

spread because he had heard the reports from his missionary travels throughout Greece.  Paul 

was writing this letter from Achaia, after having traveled through Macedonia and come 

through Athens and Corinth.  In all these places he heard glowing reports from the believers 

about the church in Thessalonica.  Even though they were babes in Christ, the quality of their 

faith, love, and hope had spread encouragement throughout the churches.  Paul didn’t have to 

give reports on the church in Thessalonica.  The reports had preceded him, and thus the 

Thessalonians had become examples in faith to other Christians across the land.  This verse 

holds together both verbal and rumor evangelism.  Verbal is evangelism proper.  Rumor is 

evangelistic testimony that authenticates and adorns the verbal gospel. 

20. V8. Application: The Thessalonian church is an example and model for every local church.  

Every church must receive the word of the Lord through the reading, studying, and preaching 

of the Bible.  And every church must transmit the word of the Lord through discipleship, 

evangelism, and living exemplary Christian lives of faith, love, and hope.  In this way we 

serve God and wait for Christ’s return.  Imagine what encouragement could come from local 

churches famous for these things! 

21. V8. Application & Illustration: When we think about spreading the gospel these days we 

imagine employing every kind of technological medium available.  Recorded sermons and 

talks on CD, MP3, video, and podcast.  Articles and books in audio, print, and digital form.  

Getting the Bible spread far and wide through audio recordings, book format, on the internet, 

and in an app on your device.  These are all excellent media and we should continue 

employing them for gospel proclamation.  And yet sometimes we forget a more simple and 

powerful way. Here is a question: Which is more moving, more powerful—“You’ve got to 

read this new Christian book!” or “Did you hear what God did with so-and-so?”  Which of 

these excites you more—“You’ve got to read this amazing sermon by Pastor so-and-so!” or 

“Did you hear about the church in town that is preaching the gospel, growing like crazy, and 

their converts are transforming the whole area through their selfless ministry to the whole 

area?”  There’s a big difference in the power of these testimonies, isn’t there?  “Holy gossip” 

doesn’t cost anything, yet it is powerful, exciting, spontaneous, and invites imitation.  It is 

not organized or centralized.  It takes on a life of its own as the Holy Spirit stirs up 

overflowing joy in the lives of God’s people. 

22. Vv9-10.  Notice how Paul links his reference to work of faith, labor of love, and 

steadfastness of hope (v. 3) to what the believers in Thessalonica did and are now doing.  It 

their work of faith, they turned to God from idols.  In their labor of love, they serve the living 

and true God.  In their steadfast patience of hope, they wait for God’s Son from heaven.  

These three actions manifest their faith, love, and hope. 
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23. V9. These Thessalonian believers, particularly the Gentile converts, were recently converted 

from pagan idolatry through Paul’s missionary endeavors.  The apostolic plea to turn from 

their idols was a common and necessary aspect of repentance preached to Gentiles as 

opposed to Jews (cf. Acts 14:15; 17:22-31).  Not just to abandon their pagan gods and their 

idols for fatalism or atheism, but for Christianity, because worshiping idols debases a person 

in such a way that the person needs not merely escape but restoration (Ps 115).  They 

converted from bowing to dead statues (1 Cor 8:4-13; 10:14-22) to worshiping the “living 

and true God”.  This is a common description of God in the OT (Ex 34:6; Num 14:21, 28; Dt 

32:40; 2 Chr 15:3; Pss 42:2; 86:15; Isa 65:16).  Paul contrasts the worship of dead idols with 

the worship of the one true living God.  They had converted from dead worship to living 

worship.  They had crossed from death to life when they heard the gospel and believed.  The 

way they are described and reported about is a basic summary of the Christian life: repent of 

idolatrous past, commit to serve God, waiting for Christ’s return.  These are the key traits of 

Christian conversion: turn, serve, and wait.  Notice how Paul connects God’s election of the 

Thessalonian Christians to evangelism and gospel-centered encouragement of other churches.  

Election in the Bible always involves responsibility.  Israel in the OT and the Church (the 

renewed Israel) in the NT are chosen to bear witness to the gospel to the nations.  That is our 

privileged responsibility, and we should be famously known for it.  Thus the doctrine of 

election is one of the greatest encouragements and empowerments to evangelism. 

24. V10. NET sn The coming wrath. This wrath is an important theme in 1 Thess 5. 

25. V10. In introducing the idea of waiting—particularly waiting for God’s Son Jesus to return 

from heaven—Paul foreshadows fuller teaching on this topic (1 Thess 2:12, 19-20; 3:13; 

4:13-18; 5:1-11, 23-24).  Waiting involves patience, confidence, expectation, activity, and 

endurance.  The Thessalonians were waiting in hope, but they needed encouragement and 

further instruction on what they were waiting for and how to wait for Christ.  Why?  Because 

the Christian’s perspective on this life is incomplete and vulnerable to tribulation without the 

hope of Christ’s second coming in salvation and judgment.  By reminding the believers that 

God raised his Son from the dead (cf; 1 Thess 4:13-18; the doctrine of the resurrection), Paul 

is preparing the believers for the reason they can hope for their deceased fellow believers 

who have preceded them in death (1 Thess 4:14).  Since Jesus is not dead but alive, we can 

hope for his return.  Since he is raised to resurrection life, all who are in Christ can be 

confident he will also eventually raise them to resurrection life.  Similarly, when Paul 

reminds the believers of God’s coming wrath, he is preparing them for further teaching on the 

topic of God’s wrath due to us for sin, and God’s salvation in Christ as a way to escape his 

coming wrath (1 Thess 5:1-11; cf. Rom 1:18, 24, 26, 28; cf. Isa 2:10-22; 13:9).  Through the 

sacrifice of Christ on the cross for sin, and his resurrection to new life, believers are able to 

escape the coming punishment that their sins would otherwise deserve.  This teaching 

includes the already-not yet component of both wrath and salvation.  God’s present wrath 

will be completed at Christ’s second coming, just as our present salvation will be completed 

at Christ’s second coming (1 Thess 5:9; Rom 5:9, 21; 6:22; Col 3:6).  The Thessalonians are 

not destined for God’s wrath at the final judgment because they have been chosen by God for 

salvation, an election of which they are already experiencing the fruit. 

26. Application: The lesson of the Thessalonian church is this: What every church should be, 

every Christian should be.  And what is this?  Elect (born again), exemplary (imitating the 
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Lord and faithful Christians), enthusiastic (evangelizing), and expectant (waiting for Christ’s 

return). 

27. Application: NIVAC summarizes Paul’s assessment of the model church, in this case the 

Thessalonian church, into 6 points.  These points may be converted into diagnostic questions 

for analyzing our churches.  “Are we a church community that is …?” 

a. Rooted in God’s grace, love, and election. Contra defeatist attitudes and negative self-

perceptions because God loves us, gives us his grace, and has made his choice to love 

us.  Contra triumphalism, arrogance, and pride because we exist by God’s grace 

alone.  All we can do is offer praise, thanksgiving, and humble service to God in 

response as an offering of gratitude. 

b. Committed to Jesus Christ.  Jesus’s death and resurrection is the church’s foundation.  

Jesus is the focus of their faith, the model of their Christian living, and the hope of 

their future.  Contra the kind of faith that doesn’t count the cost of bearing our cross 

to follow Jesus.  Contra treating his teaching as a menu we can choose from, and also 

choose from the values of other teachers and spiritual leaders.  Contra viewing the 

future and our destiny apart from the eschatological hope of his return.  Contra 

treating Jesus as anything other than Lord and God. 

c. Empowered by the Holy Spirit.  Are the Spirit’s power and gifts evident in our 

preaching, evangelism, and ministering?  Are the fruit of the Spirit evident in our 

fellowship?  Are we open to the leading of the Spirit as indicated in the manifestation 

of the fruit and gifts of the Spirit in the body? 

d. Bearing witness to the gospel.  Their transmitting of the gospel through evangelism 

and the testimony of their lives both bore witness to the gospel.  The gospel and their 

response to it spread far and wide.  They practiced what they preached.  Do our 

gospel message and the testimony of our Christian lives harmonize?  Are we visibly 

and obviously changed by the gospel we believe and preach?  Do we excuse not 

sharing the gospel and instead propose our lives as gospel witness? 

e. Characterized by faith, love, and hope.  Are we known for defenders of truth at the 

expense of love?  Do we engage in culture war battles with both truth and love? 

f. Clearly differentiated from other religions.  By turning from their gods and idols they 

rejected paganism.  By turning to Jesus they differentiated themselves from Judaism.  

Is the Jesus we believe in similar to the New Age Jesus who is an exalted master or 

the Spirit of Christ-consciousness?  Do our lives appear little different than those 

given over to the idols of materialism, consumerism, power, sex, or other ideologies?  

Does our church resemble an assembly of those who have turned from idols to serve 

God and wait for Christ’s return, or do we resemble a political movement, a lobbying 

organization, a consumer group, or social club? 

28. Application & Quotation: “No church can spread the gospel with any degree of integrity, let 

alone credibility, unless it has been visibly changed by the gospel it preaches.  We need to 

look like what we are talking about.  It is not enough to receive the gospel and pass it on; we 
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must embody it in our common life of faith, love, joy, peace, righteousness and hope.” ~ John 

Stott, 44. 
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Administering the Lord’s Supper 
12/4/2016 

 

• Words of Christ ordaining this institution (Mt 26:26-30; Mk 14:22-25; Lk 22:15-20; 1 Cor 11:23-32) 

o Earlier we talked about a “power encounter” that displaces our disordered desires with the “expulsive power 

of a new affection.”  Do you realize that Jesus intended the Last Supper (now memorialized in the Lord’s 

Supper) to be such a power encounter for his disciples?  It must have been shocking and absolutely 

transformative!  How so?  Just look at the signs, what they stand for, and what partaking of them means. 

o By identifying the bread with his broken body, he declared the Son of God would die.  If his disciples were 

waiting for the kingdom of God to come in human power, they would soon have that idol displaced.  But they 

would gladly turn from that lesser hope when Jesus was torn on the cross and became our spiritual food, our 

nourishing hope they could wait for with unending patience.  By linking the cup with his poured out blood, 

Jesus taught the Son of Man would be the sacrifice to end all sacrifices.  If his disciples were waiting for the 

sacrificing priests to offer forgiveness of sins in the name of God, they would soon turn to Jesus the great high 

priest for perfect and final forgiveness.  No more worrying about the wrath of God to come.  Jesus in his 

broken body and poured out blood took all God’s wrath due to us for sin when he died on the cross.  These are 

powerful truths communicated through simple sacramental elements.  Powerful not merely because they tug at 

your heart strings—and the Holy Spirit certainly does that.  But powerful also because the Spirit raised Jesus 

from the dead to come again for all those who turn to him with a faith that functions, serve him with a love 

that is active, and wait for him with endurance. 

• If you are one of God’s baptized children, having confessed your faith publicly, living a life of confession and 

repentance, and a member of any church where the gospel of Jesus is faithfully preached, then I welcome and 

encourage you to come to the Lord’s table.  At this table we proclaim the Lord’s suffering and death until he 

returns to bring the fullness of salvation and deliver us from God’s final judgment. 

• Brief exhortation and fence the table (not baptized, not publically confessed the faith, not under the care and 

government of a particular branch of Christ’s Church) do not take the bread and wine, but instead take Christ—

who is the Son of the living and true God, the only one who can save you from God’s holy judgment. 

• Invitation to silent prayer for preparation (confess sin, acknowledge God’s love for you) 

• After allowing time for elders to come forward, close the silent prayer time with a brief prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lord Jesus Christ on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it, gave it to His disciples, as I, 

ministering in His name, give this bread to you, and said, “Take, eat; this is My 

body which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 
o Reminder to hold the bread and eat together as a body since the one loaf represents Christ’s unified body. 

• Optional: read a scripture (Romans 5:9-10) 

In the same manner, He also took the cup, and having given thanks as has been 

done in His name, He gave it to the disciples, saying, “This cup is the new covenant 

in My blood, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. Drink from it, all of 

you.” 
o Reminder to drink from the cup as you are ready since Jesus shed his blood to save you. 




