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Haggai 1:1-15 “Our Time Has Come” September 11, 2016 

NT Lesson: 1 Corinthians 3:10-17  Brian M. Sandifer 

God knows our hearts and the situations we collectively inhabit, so he is able to properly challenge us to 

consider our ways when we fall out of his favor and then feel life’s frustrations. God calls us and stirs us 

through his powerful word to return to him in reverent obedience. No more excuses. Our time has come. 

Introduction – The end of our series from the OT called Encounters With God. Haggai is incredibly 

relevant to Christians. It shows us one reason why our desire to encounter God is so often frustrated. 

Background – The short book of Haggai is near the end of the OT. It narrates the prophet’s ministry to 

the remnant of Jews who returned to their homeland after being exiled in Babylon for 70 years. The civic 

and religious leaders, and all the people, have been rebuilding their nation’s infrastructure and 

neighborhoods, but the temple still lies in ruins after an aborted effort to repair it 20 years prior. 

I. The Excuse Uncovered 

A. God knows your situations (v. 1) 

On 8/29/520 BC God spoke. It was the first of the month in the Jewish calendar—the day of the new 

moon festival in Jerusalem and thus a day of public worship. Trumpets blared. The priests offered the 

people’s sacrifices. The crops were mostly harvested. Godly leaders presided over the people. It was a 

time for all to rest from their labors and celebrate. But the time was not as happy as it appeared, and 

God knew it. So the Lord spoke through his prophet Haggai to governor Zerubbabel and high priest 

Joshua in order to confront the big problem that no one was seriously discussing anymore. 

B. God knows your excuses (v. 2) 

The source of the problem was the broken-down temple. But the big problem was that no one wanted 

to do anything about it. They told themselves the time was not yet right to start working. And they 

had probably convinced themselves this was true for a number of reasons. (1) The last time they tried 

rebuilding, opponents killed the project. (2) Wasn’t the coming Davidic king supposed to rebuild the 

temple? It was really God’s project—that’s what Ezekiel said (Ezek 37:24-28). (3) It had only been 

66 years since the Babylonians tore down the temple. Didn’t Jeremiah say their exile would be 70 

years (Jer 25:11)? God knew all their excuses, and he wasn’t buying any of them. 

II. The Excuse Dismantled 

A. Consider your wacky priorities (vv. 3-4) 

How wacky is it that God’s temple (the most important house in history) is in shambles while God’s 

people hurry home from their jobs to make their own houses extra nice and comfy with paneling? 

Paneling possibly refers to wood lining the inner walls and ceiling (1 Kgs 6:9; 7:3, 7; Jer 22:14). It 

implies a level of personal luxury for that day which is striking compared to the ruined condition of 

the temple. It sure looks bad on the face of it, but they can’t see how absurd they look because 

everyone is doing it! King David sensed things were out of whack after he had built his own palace 

while the LORD still dwelt in a tent (2 Sam 7:1-2; 1 Kgs 6:9; Jer 22:13-15). But in Haggai’s day the 

situation is inexcusable. Now God’s people prioritize making their homes overly fancy, while their 

God is homeless! 

B. Consider the what and why of your ways (vv. 5-7, 9-11) 

After dismantling their wacky priorities, the LORD urged his people to carefully think about whether 

their choices have led to prosperity or frustration. Then God challenges them to stop and seriously 
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ponder, “Do you think there is a connection between the way you’re living and the way life is treating 

you? The sky withholds rain, the earth withholds crops, and drought conditions hover over every man 

and animal. These are not peripheral details. I am sovereign over the weather, the earth’s produce, 

and the economy. Remember what you’re experiencing is spelled out in our covenant (Dt 28:24, 30, 

38-40, 48). Now that you see things clearly, what are you going to do about it?” 

C. Consider your way out (v. 8) 

Verse 8 is God’s prescribed remedy. Reorder your priorities and start giving God the glory he 

deserves. The glory of God is the final and driving reason why the people must rebuild the temple (1 

Cor 10:31; Rev 4:11). Bringing God glory is the fundamental reason why Christians do everything 

they do. The “sacrifice” of temple-building will bring God pleasure and glory much like he takes 

pleasure in the temple sacrifices that give him glory. Rebuilding the temple was critically important 

because it prepared God’s people for the greatest encounter with God: the coming of Jesus Christ. We 

need Jesus because as the express image and glory of God he is the way out of our excuses, our 

disobedience, our misplaced priorities, and our sin. 

III. The Excuse Rejected 

A. We fear, repent, and obey the Lord (v. 12) 

Isn’t it wonderful that God meets us right where we are? As a loving Father he perfectly disciplines 

his children in order to turn us from a life of futility and frustration back to a life of glorifying him 

and finding true fullness. God never makes reorienting our spiritual priorities a complicated task. 

Rejecting our excuses is actually quite simple, although it takes courageous faith. It begins when you 

start fearing God more than you fear what you might lose if you give up your excuses and turn to him. 

Repentance (actually making up your mind to reject your lame excuses) follows when you begin 

fearing God. And the flowering of repentance is making the turn away from the things that distract 

you and moving toward God in renewed obedience. 

B. The Lord assures, stirs, and empowers us (vv. 13-15) 

Notice how God gracefully dances in time with us when we reject our excuses for not giving him first 

priority in our lives. Fearing God makes us vulnerable. When we’re afraid of him, he assures us, “I 

am with you.” When we repent it’s tempting to let shame rob us of joy. But God meets our repentance 

by stirring our spirits to love him again. And when you begin to apply your repentance in obedience, 

there is a great temptation to serve God “in your own strength.” But God meets us at this point of 

temptation when we obey for our own glory (“Look what I did for God!”) by empowering us for 

spirit-filled obedience (“Look how great is my God!”). When we reject our excuses by fearing, 

repenting, and obeying God, he promises we will encounter his presence all the way and in every 

way! God is able and willing to love sinners who are naturally excuse-generators because Jesus made 

no excuses when the obedience of glorifying God demanded his life as a sacrifice for us.  Christ’s 

supreme act of glorifying God, for the love of his excuse-making people, won the love of God for us. 

Conclusion – This is the mature paradigm of encountering God. But don’t forget the biblical theme that 

occasioned this message. The temple theme helps us apply the main point. God’s house on Mount Zion in 

Jerusalem was a kind of placeholder, a symbol that pointed forward to the day when God would be with 

us perfectly. This means God’s call to the Jews to dedicate themselves to rebuild his house is absolutely 

relevant for Christians today. Just as Jesus is God’s temple, we are also his temple since we are in union 

with Christ. So when you see dysfunction in the church, broken or stalled ministries in the church, or any 

other problem where the gospel needs to be more consistently applied in the church, heed God’s word 

through Haggai to rebuild God’s house by dealing with your excuses. Encountering God is always, 

always a call to rightly order our priorities, a call to action, a call to serve, and a call to worship. Consider 

your ways. No more excuses because our time has come. 
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1 Original Language, Personal English Translation, and Textual Notes 

Verse Hebrew Literal Translation Textual Notes 

Hag 1:1 dx'Þa , ~ Ay ð B. y V iêV ih ; ‘ vd< xo’ B;  %l,M ,êh ; vw <y "år> d"l. ‘~ y I“T;v. tn :Üv. Bi 
 lb ,ÛB' rUz> -la , a y b iªN"h ; y G:å x;- dy :B. h w"÷h y >- rb ;d > h y "’h ' vd< xo+l; 

 !h eîKoh ; q d"± c'Ah y >-! B, [; vuóAh y >-la ,w> h d"ê Wh y > tx ;äP; ‘ la ey Ti l.a ;v.-! B, 
rm o)a le lA dßG "h ; 

In the second year of Darius the 
king, in the sixth month, on the 
first day of the month, the word of 
the LORD came by Haggai the 
prophet to Zerubbabel the son of 
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and 
to Joshua, the son of Jehozadak, 
the high priest, saying, 

NET  tn The typical translation 

"Joshua (the) son of Jehozadak, 
the high priest" (cf. ASV, NASB, 
NIV, NRSV) can be understood 
to mean that Jehozadak was high 
priest. However, Zech 3:1, 8 
clearly indicates that Joshua was 
high priest (see also Ezra 5:1–2; 
cf. NAB). The same potential 
misunderstanding occurs in Hag 
1:12, 14 and 2:2, where the same 
solution has been employed in 
the translation.  

Hag 1:2 a Bo±- t[, a l{ï Wrêm .a '( ‘h Z<h ; ~ ['Ûh ' rm o+a le tAa ßb 'c.  h w"ïh y > rm ;²a ' h Ko 
tAn * B'h il. h w"ßh y > ty Beî- t[, 

“Thus says the LORD of hosts 
saying, ‘These people say the 
time has not come for the 
LORD’s house to be built.’” 

NET tn Heb "the time has not 
come, the time for the house of 
the LORD to be built" (similar 
KJV). A number of English 
versions refer to "rebuilding" (so 
NAB, NCV, NRSV, TEV, NLT) 
since the reconstruction of 
Solomon's temple is actually in 
view. 

Hag 1:3 rm o)a le a y b iÞN"h ; y G:ï x;- dy :B. h w"ëh y >-rb ;D> ‘y h iy >w:) Then the word of the LORD came 
by the hand of Haggai the 
prophet saying, 

 

Hag 1:4 b rE)x'  h Z<ßh ; ty I B:ïh ;w> ~ y n I+Wps .  ~ k,äy Teb ' B. tb , v,Þl' ~ T,êa ; ‘~ k,l' t[eÛh ; “Is it a time for you yourselves to 
dwell in your paneled houses 
when this house lies in ruins? 

 

Hag 1:5 ~ k,(y ke r>D:- l[; ~ k,Þb .b ;l. Wm y fiî tAa +b ' c. h w"åh y > rm ;Þa ' h Koï  h T'§[;w> And now, thus says the LORD of 
hosts: set your minds upon your 
ways. 

NET tn Heb "Set your heart upon 
your ways" (see 2:15, 18); 
traditionally "Consider your ways" 
(so KJV, ASV, NAB, NASB). 

Hag 1:6 Atåv' ‘h ['b .f'l .-!y a ew> lA kÜa ' j['ªm . a b eäh 'w> h Beø r>h ; ~ T ,’[. r: z> You have sown much and 
brought in little; you eat but are 

NET  tn Some translate "pockets" 
(so NLT) but the Hebrew word 
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Verse Hebrew Literal Translation Textual Notes 

 rKe ÞT;f .m i r Keê T;f.M ih ;’w > Al+ ~ xoål.-!y a ew> vAb ßl' h r"ê k.v'l. - !y a ew> 
b Wq )n " rA rïc. -la , 

not filled; you drink but are not 
filled with drink; you clothe 
yourselves but there is none 
warm; and those who earn wages 
earn wages to a pierced bag. 

r Ar c. (ts®ror) refers to a bag, 

pouch, or purse of money (BDB 

865 s.v. r Ar c.; HALOT 1054 s.v. 

r Ar c. 1). Because coinage had 

been invented by the Persians 
and was thus in use in Haggai's 
day, this likely is a money bag or 
purse rather than pouches or 
pockets in the clothing. Since in 
contemporary English "purse" (so 
NASB, NIV, NCV) could be 
understood as a handbag, the 
present translation uses "money 
bags." 

Hag 1:7 ~ k,(y ke r>D:- l[; ~ k,Þb .b ;l. Wm y fiî tAa +b ' c. h w"åh y > rm ;Þa ' h Koï Thus says the LORD of hosts: set 
your minds upon your ways. 

 

Hag 1:8 ¿db e K'a ,w> À AB ï-h c, r>a ,w> ty IB" + h ; Wn æb .W # [eÞ ~ t ,îa b eh ]w: rh '²h ' Wlï[] 
h w")h y > rm ;îa ' Îh d "ßb .K 'a ,w>Ð 

Go up the mountain and bring in 
timber and build the house, then I 
will be pleased with it and I will be 
honored, says the LORD. 

NET tn Heb "and build the 

house" (so NIV, NRSV), with 
"house" referring specifically to 
the temple here. 

 

NET tn The Hebrew verb d' b.K'a, 
('ekkavda) appears to be a 
defectively written cohortative 
("that I may be glorified"). The 
cohortatives (note that the 

preceding h c,r >a ,, 'ertseh, "I will 

be pleased," may also be taken 
as cohortative) indicate 
purpose/result (cf. NIV, NRSV "so 
that"; CEV "so") following the 
imperatives of v. 8a ("go up," 
"bring back," "build"). 

Hag 1:9 Ab + y Tix.p ; än "w> ty IB:ßh ; ~ t,îa b e h ]w: j['êm .li h NEåh i w> ‘h Ber>h ; -l a , h n OÝP' You waited anxiously to make 
much, and behold, it came to 

NET tn Heb "look!" (h NEh i, 
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Verse Hebrew Literal Translation Textual Notes 

 ~ T,îa ;w> b rEêx ' a Wh å- rv,a ] ‘y tiy Be ![ ;y :© tAa êb ' c. h w"åh y > ‘~ a un > h m ,ª ![;y :å 
At)y b el. vy a iî ~ y ciÞ r" 

little.  And when you brought it in 
the house, I blew it away.  Why 
utters the LORD of hosts?  
Because of my house that lies in 
ruins when each man runs to his 
house. 

hinneh). The term, an interjection, 
draws attention to the point being 
made. 

 

NET tn Heb "I blew it away" (so 
NRSV, TEV, NLT). The imagery 
here suggests that human 
achievements are so fragile and 
temporal that a mere breath from 
God can destroy them (see Ezek 

22:20, 21; and Isa 40:7 with bv;n", 
nashav). 

Hag 1:10 Hl'(Wb y > h a 'îl. K' # r<a "ßh ' w> l J'_m i ~ y Im :ßv' Wa ïl. K' ~ k ,êy le[] !Keä- l[; Therefore the heavens above you 
have been shut up from the dew, 
and the earth has been shut up of 
its crop. 

 

Hag 1:11 ‘!g "D"h ;-l[ ;w> ~ y rIªh 'h ,- l[;w> # r<a "åh '-l [; b r< xoø a r"’q .a ,w" 
 h m '_d"a ]h ' a y ciÞAT  rv, îa ] l [;²w> rh 'ê c.YIh ; -l[; w> vA råy Tih ; - l[;w> 

~ y IP'(K; [:y g Iïy >-l K' l [;Þw> h m 'êh e B.h ;-l [;w> ‘~ d"a 'h '(- l[;w> 

And I have called for a drought 
on the land and the mountains, 
and on the grain, and on the new 
wine, and on the olive oil, and on 
whatever the land brings out, on 
the man, and on the beast, and 
on all the labor of your hands. 

 

Hag 1:12 !h e’Koh ; •q d" c'Ah y >-! B, [;v uäAh y wI la e‡y Til.v ;-! B,( Ÿlb ,ä B' rUz>  [ m ;äv.YIw: 
 ‘y rEb .DI- l[;w> ~ h ,êy h el{)a / h w "å h y > ‘lAq B. ~ ['ªh ' ty rIåa ev . Ÿ lkoåw> lAdø G"h ; 

 y n EïP.m i ~ ['Þh ' Wa ïr>y YI)w: ~ h ,_y h e l{a / h w"åh y > Axßl' v. rv,îa ] K; a y biêN"h ; y G:å x; 
h w")h y > 

Then Zerubbabel the son of 
Shealtiel and Joshua, the son of 
Jehozadak, the high priest, and 
all the remnant of the people 
heard as one the voice of the 
LORD their God, and the words 
of Haggai the prophet, because 
the LORD their God had sent 
him.  And the people feared by 
reason of the face of the LORD. 

NET tn Heb "and the people 
feared from before the LORD"; 
NASB "showed reverence for the 
LORD." 

h w")h y > y nEïP.mi Idiomatic and 

difficult.  Perhaps “the LORD’s 
presence” or reverence for the 
LORD”? 

 

NET tn Heb "all the remnant of 

the people." The Hebrew phrase 

~['h ' ty r Iaev. (sh®'erit ha'am) 
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Verse Hebrew Literal Translation Textual Notes 

in this postexilic context is used 
as a technical term to refer to the 
returned remnant (see Ezra 9:14; 
Isa 10:20–22; 11:11, 16; Jer 23:3; 
31:7; and many other passages). 
Cf. TEV "all the people who had 
returned from the exile in 
Babylonia." 

Hag 1:13 y n Iïa ] rm o+a le ~ ['äl' h w"ßh y > tW kïa ]l.m ; B. h w"±h y > %a ;ól.m ; y G:ù x;  rm ,a YOw:û 
h w")h y >-~ a un > ~ k,ÞT .a i 

The Haggai, the messenger of 
the LORD, spoke the message of 
the LORD to the people, saying, 
“I am with you,” declares the 
LORD. 

 

Hag 1:14 h d"ªWh y > t x;äP; la eøy Til.v; -!B ,  lb ,’B' rUz> • x:W r- ta , h w"³h y > r [;Y"åw: 
 lKoß x:W rê- ta ,w>) lAd êG"h ; !h eä Koh ; ‘q d "c'Ah y >-! B, [ ;vuÛAh y > ‘ x:W r’- ta ,w> 

 tAa ßb 'c. h w" ïh y >-ty b eB . h k'ê a l'm . Wfå[]Y :w: ‘ Wa b o’Y"w: ~ [ '_h ' ty rIåa ev. 
~ h ,(y hel{a / 

And the LORD stirred up the 
spirit of Zerubbabel the son of 
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and 
the spirit of Joshua, the son of 
Jehozadak, the high priest, and 
the spirit of all the remnant of the 
people.  And they came and did 
work in the house of the LORD of 
hosts their God 

NET tn Heb "stirred up" (as in 
many English versions). Only one 
verb appears in the Hebrew text, 
but the translation "energized and 
encouraged" brings out its sense 
in this context. Cf. TEV "inspired"; 
NLT "sparked the enthusiasm of"; 
CEV "made everyone eager to 
work." 

Hag 1:15 vw<y "ïr> d"l. ~ y IT :ßv. tn :ïv. Bi y V i_ V iB; v d<x oßl; h ['² B' r>a ;w> ~ y rIô f.[, ~ Ay ’B. 
%l,M ,(h ; 

on the twenty-fourth day of the 
sixth month in the second year of 
Darius the king. 
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2 Exegetical Outline (verse summary) – Haggai 1:1-15 

V1. Two years and six months into the reign of the Persian king Darius, on the first day of the 

month, the LORD spoke his word through the prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel (Shealtiel’s son) the 

governor of Judah and to Joshua (Jehozadak’s son) the high priest. 

V2. This is the word of the LORD of hosts that Haggai declared to Zerubbabel and Joshua: these 

people say it’s not time yet to rebuild the LORD’s house. 

V3. Then the LORD’s word came again by the hand of Haggai the prophet. 

V4. The LORD asked through Haggai whether it is time for them to live in their luxuriously 

paneled houses while the LORD’s house lies in ruins. 

V5. The LORD of hosts commanded therefore for them to think about what they were doing. 

V6. The LORD reminded them how they have sowed much but harvested little, have eaten but 

are not satiated, have drunk but are never filled, have clothed themselves but no one is warm, and 

have earned wages but put them in a bag that is holey. 

V7. The LORD of hosts again commanded therefore for them to think about what they were 

doing. 

V8. The LORD commanded the governor and high priest to go to the mountains, bring down 

timber and build the temple so he may take pleasure and be glorified in it. 

V9. The LORD of hosts noted they have not prospered—looking for much it came to little, and 

bringing it home God blew it away—because God’s house, the temple, lies in ruins while they 

both themselves with their own houses. 

V10. God explained that since the temple is ruined and they have instead attended to the 

beautification of their own houses, therefore the sky has withheld dew and the earth has withheld 

its crops. 

V11. God further explained that because of their choices he brought a drought on the land, the 

hills, the grain, the new wine, the oil, on the ground’s produce, on man and beast and all their 

labors. 

V12. Then Zerubbabel (son of Shealtiel), the high priest Joshua (son of Jehozadak), and all the 

remnant of the people obeyed and feared the LORD their God, and obeyed the word of Haggai 

the prophet as the LORD sent him. 

V13. Then the LORD’s messenger Haggai spoke the LORD’s message to the people that the 

LORD declares he is with them. 



Haggai 1:1-15 Brian M. Sandifer 

Heritage Presbyterian Church 6 9/11/2016 

V14. So the LORD stirred up the spirits of them all—the governor of Judah Zerubbabel the son 

of Shealtiel, the high priest Joshua the son of Jehozadak, and all the remnant of the people—and 

they all came and worked on the house of their God the LORD of hosts. 

V15. They began the work on the LORD’s house in the second year of King Darius on the 

twenty-fourth day of the sixth month. 
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3 Exegetical Outline (full) – Haggai 1:1-15 

I. The Religio-Political Setting and Religious Mood in Post-exilic Judah (vv. 1-2) 

a. The religio-political setting (v. 1) 

• V1. Two years and six months into the reign of the Persian king Darius, on the 

first day of the month, the LORD spoke his word through the prophet Haggai 

to Zerubbabel (Shealtiel’s son) the governor of Judah and to Joshua 

(Jehozadak’s son) the high priest. 

b. The religious mood (v. 2) 

• V2. This is the word of the LORD of hosts that Haggai declared to Zerubbabel 

and Joshua: these people say it’s not time yet to rebuild the LORD’s house. 

II. Consider Your Ways in Light of God’s Ways (vv. 3-11) 

a. The LORD’S assessment of the nation’s plight without a rebuilt temple (vv. 3-6). 

i. V3. Then the LORD’s word came again by the hand of Haggai the prophet. 

ii. V4. The LORD asked through Haggai whether it is time for them to live in 

their luxuriously paneled houses while the LORD’s house lies in ruins. 

iii. V5. The LORD of hosts commanded therefore for them to think about what 

they were doing. 

iv. V6. The LORD reminded them how they have sowed much but harvested 

little, have eaten but are not satiated, have drunk but are never filled, have 

clothed themselves but no one is warm, and have earned wages but put them 

in a bag that is holey. 

b. The LORD’s judgment and solution to the nation’s plight (vv. 7-11) 

i. V7. The LORD of hosts again commanded therefore for them to think about 

what they were doing. 

ii. V8. The LORD commanded the governor and high priest to go to the 

mountains, bring down timber and build the temple so he may take pleasure 

and be glorified in it. 

iii. V9. The LORD of hosts noted they have not prospered—looking for much it 

came to little, and bringing it home God blew it away—because God’s house, 

the temple, lies in ruins while they both themselves with their own houses. 
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iv. V10. God explained that since the temple is ruined and they have instead 

attended to the beautification of their own houses, therefore the sky has 

withheld dew and the earth has withheld its crops. 

v. V11. God further explained that because of their choices he brought a drought 

on the land, the hills, the grain, the new wine, the oil, on the ground’s produce, 

on man and beast and all their labors. 

III. Divine Grace and Human Obedience (vv. 12-15) 

a. God’s messenger faithfully delivered God’s message to all the people, and they all 

responded by fearing and obeying (vv. 12-14) 

i. V12. Then Zerubbabel (son of Shealtiel), the high priest Joshua (son of 

Jehozadak), and all the remnant of the people obeyed and feared the LORD 

their God, and obeyed the word of Haggai the prophet as the LORD sent him. 

ii. V13. Then the LORD’s messenger Haggai spoke the LORD’s message to the 

people that the LORD declares he is with them. 

b. God’s grace stirred the people to obey (vv. 14-15) 

i. V14. So the LORD stirred up the spirits of them all—the governor of Judah 

Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, the high priest Joshua the son of Jehozadak, 

and all the remnant of the people—and they all came and worked on the house 

of their God the LORD of hosts. 

ii. V15. They began the work on the LORD’s house in the second year of King 

Darius on the twenty-fourth day of the sixth month. 

 



Haggai 1:1-15 Brian M. Sandifer 

Heritage Presbyterian Church 9 9/11/2016 

4 Exegetical Outline (abbreviated) – Haggai 1:1-15 

Exegetical Proposition: In post-exilic Judah the LORD’s house lay in ruins while the governor 

and high priest busied themselves beautifying their own houses, and the people concluded it 

wasn’t time yet to rebuild the LORD’s house.  So God sent his prophet Haggai to help them 

consider the lack of prosperity in the land and the LORD’ just response to their selfish and lazy 

behavior, calling them to repent and obey the LORD’s command to rebuild God’s house. 

I. The Religio-Political Setting and Religious Mood in Post-exilic Judah (vv. 1-2) 

a. The religio-political setting (v. 1) 

b. The religious mood (v. 2) 

II. Consider Your Ways in Light of God’s Ways (vv. 3-11) 

a. The LORD’S assessment of the nation’s plight without a rebuilt temple (vv. 3-6). 

b. The LORD’s judgment and solution to the nation’s plight (vv. 7-11) 

III. Divine Grace and Human Obedience (vv. 12-15) 

a. God’s messenger faithfully delivered God’s message to all the people, and they all 

responded by fearing and obeying (vv. 12-14) 

b. God’s grace stirred the people to obey (vv. 14-15) 

 



Haggai 1:1-15 Brian M. Sandifer 

Heritage Presbyterian Church 10 9/11/2016 

5 Theological Outline – Haggai 1:1-15 

Theological Proposition: God knows the hearts of his people and the situations they collectively 

inhabit, so he is perfectly qualified to challenge us to consider our ways in light of his ways 

when we fall out of his favor, and to call us to a repentance, faith, and new obedience that he 

himself empowers in us by his spirit. 

I. God knows our religious and political situation, and the spiritual volksgeist (mind of the 

people) to which we both contribute and succumb (vv. 1-2) 

II. When we do not prosper under God’s blessing, he prods us to consider our ways in light 

of his ways, and to respond accordingly (vv. 3-11) 

III. God’s part is to graciously give what he requires, and our part is to repent and respond to 

his stirring our spirits with faith and new obedience (vv. 12-15) 

 



Haggai 1:1-15 Brian M. Sandifer 

Heritage Presbyterian Church 11 9/11/2016 

6 Notes on Haggai 1:1-15 

1. Possible NT readings. Ephesians 2:18-22; 1 Corinthians 3:10-17 

2. Children’s Sermon. Read three verses from Matthew to the kids. (These are the 3 verses in 

the song “Seek Ye First”.  Note afterward that the kids probably had a hard time 

concentrating.  Point out that we can all be easily distracted from God’s word, which is 

curious because the Bible is so wonderful.  God speaks to us in and through the Bible, and 

his words are wonderful because he is wonderful.  Then take out a few lollipops from a bag 

and note how all of the sudden I have their attention!  How easily we are distracted from 

God’s word.  Note how grown-ups do the same thing.  They just put bigger lollipops in their 

bag (pull out a few giant lollipops!) and watch the kids salivate and the adults laugh.  Tell the 

kids that grown-ups put lots of things in the bag to distract them, like cars, houses, a pretty 

wife or handsome husband, money, prestige, power, and all kinds of other things.  Now, ask 

the kids to try to set aside their distraction from the lollipops so we can learn a song that 

helps us remember the words of Jesus that we read earlier from Matthew.  Pass out the words 

to the song to the kids, each kid getting a copy.  Then sing the song to them on the guitar.  

Encourage the adults to sing along if they know the song.  After the song, remind the kids 

what the song means.  That when we seek God first, and make him the most important thing 

in our lives, even more important than distractions like lollipops, then God is so good to give 

us wonderful things to make us happy.  Invite the kids to come up for a lollipop then send 

them back to their parents. 

3. Haggai’s means “festal” in Hebrew.  He and the prophet Zechariah were instrumental leaders 

in the rebuilding of the temple after the Babylonians had destroyed it nearly 70 years earlier 

in 586 BC.  Haggai understood the central role the Jerusalem temple would play in God’s 

redemptive purposes for his people the Jews (Isa 2:2-3; 44:28; Ezek 40-48; Joel 3:18; Mic 

4:1-2).  Yet he had to challenge, encourage, and confront the Jewish people who had returned 

to the land to begin constructing God’s house.  This passage (and the whole book of Haggai 

which consists of only 2 short chapters) confronts God’s people today about the coming 

glorious kingdom of God when they cannot see the glory and their priorities don’t line up 

with God’s. 

4. Key themes in this passage include covenant and temple.  The messianic theme concludes the 

book, which positions the restoration of Davidic rule through the coming of the Davidic 

messiah as the overarching theme of the book (and thus this passage).  It is important to 

stress this passage is not a prosperity gospel text.  Nor does it teach that we receive God’s 

grace only if we obey. 

5. The theme of the covenant reorients these false interpretations by setting Haggai’s message 

in the context of God’s covenant with Israel.  By God’s grace they were saved from physical 

bondage in Egypt and spiritual bondage in sin.  Now they are made covenant servants of their 

redeeming Lord, and thus in covenant relationship with God.  Covenant blessings will follow 

obedience, covenant curses will follow disobedience.  Yet God promises, by his grace, to stir 

up the spirits of his people to repent and return to him in love and obedience.  That is what 
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God does in this passage.  He is fulfilling his promise to stir their hearts once again.  Note 

that the covenant administered the relationships between the Lord, prophet, priest, king, and 

the people.  All of these parties figure prominently in this passage. 

6. The theme of the temple prevents this passage from devolving into a call to commit to serve 

in church ministry because the church is the new temple.  Rather, the temple is a diachronic 

biblical theme of God’s presence in the midst of his sinful people (cf. 1 Kgs 8:27-30; 1 Cor 

3:16-17).  The temple is God’s house.  It is his holy dwelling, and it makes possible God’s 

living with us.  The temple was a place God’s people built and maintained all the while 

expecting God to visit them in salvation for them and judgment on their enemies.  Ultimately 

the final temple is Jesus Christ himself, the perfect dwelling place of God with man.  In his 

person, Jesus Christ is the God-man who is the temple of God.  As Christ is the head, so his 

body is his people, the Church.  Thus from this orientation, the people of God are God’s 

presence on earth as he dwell’s in, with, and through them.  Yet there is still an expectation 

that the way the Church experiences God’s presence is not fulfilled.  So we expect and hope 

for the final visitation of Jesus Christ (his return) as he visits his Church, his people who are 

at work in his kingdom and waiting for his arrival.  This is why God is so concerned his 

people exercise themselves to construct a building.  God didn’t need a house, for the heavens 

cannot contain him (Isa 66:1-2).  But the people needed the visible representation of God’s 

dwelling in their midst, and they needed the visible hope of heaven come to earth as they 

looked forward to the day when God would visit them in the Messiah.  It was on the 

condition that the people build God’s temple that God had agreed to be with them.  If they 

wanted God’s presence in their lives, they needed to demonstrate that God’s presence was the 

priority for them as a people.  This is the meaning of the temple, and it is why Christians 

worship Jesus as the God-man, the final temple who has come to live with us. 

7. Vv1-11.  Motyer sees a stylistic chiastic structure. 

A divine word exposing failure (2) 

B    a false priority: the fact (3-4) 

C       the first call to thoughtfulness: the situation appraised (5-6) 

C`       the second call to thoughtfulness: the remedy prescribed (7-8) 

B`    a false priority: the consequences (9) 

A` divine action chastening failure (10-11) 

8. Vv1-2. Haggai addressed his message to the leaders so the people could respond to the 

prophet and their leaders as they responded to the LORD through his prophet.  It appears the 

LORD thought highly of the leaders Zerubbabel and Joshua (Hag 2:23; Zech 6:11-13).  His 

complaint was against the people they led. 

9. V1. NET tn Heb "the word of the LORD came by the hand of Haggai the prophet" (y G :x ;- d y :B ., b®yad-

khaggay). This suggests that the prophet is only an instrument of the LORD; the LORD is to be 
viewed as the true author (see 1:3; 2:1; Mal 1:1).  sn The first day of the sixth month was Elul 1 
according to the Jewish calendar; August 29, 520 B.C. according to the modern (Julian) calendar.  sn 
King Darius is the Persian king Darius Hystaspes who ruled from 522–486 B.C. 

10. V1. This verse introduces the characters who will figure prominently in this passage and in 

the entire book.  Darius Hystaspes was the Persian king who reigned from 522 to 486 BC.  
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Haggai’s prophecy came to the Jews living in post-exilic Judah on August 29, 520 BC.  This 

is the first day of the month, and therefore the day of the new moon festival which is also a 

day of public worship (1 Chr 23:31).  It was also a time of trumpeting (Num 10:10).  The 

people were regularly assembled when God spoke to them through his prophet.  Zerubbabel 

had already returned from Babylon (as one of the returning exiles) to rebuild the altar and the 

temple foundation under the authority of Sheshbazzar (Ezra 1:8; 2:2; 3:2, 8-10; 5:16; Neh 

12:1).  Note some believe Zerubbabel is Sheshbazzar since both are described as the ones 

who rebuild the temple (cf. Ezra 1:8).  Zerubbabel is the son of Shealtiel who is grandson of 

King Jehoiachin (heir to the throne of David; cf. Ezra 3:2, 8; 4:2-3; 5:2), and thus a 

descendant in the royal line of David (1 Chr 3:17).  Thus Zerubbabel is qualified to rebuild 

the temple.  As the appointed governor over daily civil affairs in Judah in the Persian empire, 

he is a type of client-king.  Joshua was the presiding high priest over ecclesial affairs, son of 

Jehozadak in the line of Zadok back to Aaron of the tribe of Levi (1 Chr 6:15).  Thus Joshua 

is qualified for priestly work in the temple (1 Chr 6:11-15; Ezra 2:2; Zech 3:1, 8; 6:11).  

Haggai was not appointed by men but called by God to lead the Jewish leaders and the 

people in repentance and obedience to rebuild the temple of God.  Calvin suggests Haggai 

was given as prophet to the other leaders so they might approach the people as a trio of 

associates, unified in their desire for the people to quit their personal housing projects to 

work communally on the temple. 

11. Vv2-4.  Quotation. Calvin’s prayer written with these verses in mind: 

“Grant, Almighty God, that as we must carry on a warfare in this world, and as it is thy will 

to try us with many contests, -- O grant, that we may never faint, however extreme may be 

the trials which we shall have to endure: and as thou hast favored us with so great an honor 

as to make us the framers and builders of thy spiritual temple, may every one of us present 

and consecrate himself wholly to thee: and, inasmuch as each of us has received some 

peculiar gift, may we strive to employ it in building this temple, so that thou mayest be 

worshipped among us perpetually; and especially, may each of us offer himself wholly as a 

spiritual sacrifice to thee, until we shall at length be renewed in thine image, and be received 

into a full participation of that glory, which has been attained for us by the blood of thy only-

begotten Son. Amen.” 

12. V2. LORD of hosts is Yahweh Almighty or Yahweh of armies.  It is a title for God that 

emphasizes his universal rule and mighty power.  Such a title causes God’s people to 

straighten up and listen to his word.  “LORD of hosts” was a favorite title of the post-exilic 

prophets.  The LORD refers to his people as “these people,” perhaps indicating his 

displeasure with them by not calling them “my people”?  Note the people had a saying to 

explain why they did not need to rebuild the temple at this moment, but wanted to instead 

postpone the work until sometime later.  Were they making excuses, such as the time of 

Jeremiah’s 70 years had not yet come to completion—not until 516 BC even though they had 

been back in the land 15 years at this point (Jer 25:11-12; 29:10; Zech 1:12; 7:5), or that 

rebuilding the temple was the responsibility of the Davidic king to come (Ezek 37:24-28).  

Or perhaps their objection was economic since the land was in trouble.  Whatever the case, 

the people are not rebuilding the temple and this is a problem of spiritual lethargy.  Their 

neglect of God’s house had led to neglect of God.  A sort of truce was struck between 
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conscience and covetousness.  Thus God calls Haggai his prophet to address this problem of 

the people. 

13. V2. The house of the LORD symbolizes his presence and serves as the place where God 

covenants with us to be.  The temple looks and points forward to Christ, the perfect and final 

dwelling place of God (Jn 1:14; 2:19-21).  The temple also points to the church as temple (1 

Cor 3:16; Eph 2:20-22) and the New Jerusalem as the eschatological dwelling place of God 

(Rev 21:3; 21:22-22:5). 

14. V2. Quotation: “The house was the outward form of the real presence of the Lord among his 

people.  To refuse to build the house was at best saying that it did not matter whether the 

Lord was present with them.  At worst it was presuming on divine grace, that the Lord would 

live with his people even though they willfully refused to fulfill the condition of his 

indwelling that he had laid down.  It amounted to seeking grace but refusing the means of 

grace.  Not to build the house was not to want the Lord as and for himself.” ~ J.A. Motyer 

15. V3. And so the word of the LORD came by Haggai the prophet.  Literally the word came by 

Haggai’s “hand”. 

16. V4. NET sn Richly paneled houses. Paneling is otherwise known in the OT only in connection with 

the temple (1 Kgs 6:9) and the royal palace (2 Kgs 7:3, 7). It implies decoration and luxury (cf. NCV 
"fancy houses"; TEV "well-built houses"; NLT "luxurious houses"). The impropriety of the people living 
in such lavish accommodations while the temple lay unfinished is striking. 

17. V4. Notice the emphasis on the pronouns.  It is as if God says, “Should you be living in 

paneled houses while this house lies in ruins?”  The house paneling possibly refers to wood 

lining the inner walls and ceiling (1 Kgs 6:9; 7:3, 7; Jer 22:14).  This paneling implies a level 

of personal luxury for that day which is striking compared to the ruined condition of the 

temple.  Paneling in the palace was once a royal luxury, but now the level of affluence had 

risen.  Yesteryear’s luxury was now today’s necessity.  These homes are finished and 

furnished, and now the people are busy perfecting them.  It was extremely insulting to God 

and his glory that his people were not content to dwell in simple homes, but reached for 

luxury when God’s house lay in ruins.  King David recognized the sense of wrong after he 

had built his own palace but the LORD still dwelt in a tent (the tabernacle; 2 Sam 7:1-2; 1 

Kgs 6:9; Jer 22:13-15).  But now the situation is worse.  The people prioritize making their 

homes comfortable, but the LORD is homeless!  While in Babylonian exile, the people only 

had a neighborhood synagogue to maintain as the religious center of the community.  And it 

was considered the home of the neighborhood community, not the Lord’s house as the temple 

had been.  So they got used to not having to think of building and giving to the temple.  The 

Levites in exile did not have the responsibility to maintaining the upkeep and ministry of the 

temple.  But now that has changed as many Jews had returned to the province of Judah where 

the temple ought to be built and continually functioning.  The temple lies in “ruin”.  The 

word for “ruin” is the same Hebrew word used to describe the “drought” that God will send 

on the land if his house is not rebuilt.  In essence, God is employing poetic justice in the land.  

If the people will allow his house (the temple) to be ruined, then God will bring ruin on their 

land.  Twenty years prior the people had attempted to rebuild the temple when Zerubbabel 

laid the foundation in 540 BC, but local opposition from the enemies of the Jews forced 

construction to cease (Ezra 4:1-5:24).  So the people, discouraged by opposition, moved on 
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to other projects and forgot their priorities.  They turned inward to their own personal peace 

and affluence, forgetting to seek first the kingdom of God which would lead to God’s 

blessing of adding all good things to them in turn (Mt 6:33).  They had lost track of God’s 

priorities revealed in his word. 

18. V4. Quotation: “They were not content with walls and roofs for necessity.  ‘It is high time,’ 

says one, ‘that my house were wainscoted.’ ‘It is high time,’ says another, ‘that mine were 

painted.’ And God’s house, all this time, lies waste, and nothing is done at it.” ~ Matthew 

Henry 

19. V4. Illustration: “English pastor Robert Hall ministered in the last 1700s and the early 1800s.  

On one occasion he was discussing the necessity of church reform with another clergyman, 

who enjoyed a lucrative living with the established church in England.  When driven hard by 

the arguments of Hall, the clergyman responded, “I can’t see it,” “I don’t see it,” and “I can’t 

see that at all.”  At last, Hall took a letter from his pocket, and wrote on the back of it with his 

pencil the word, “God.”  He asked, “Do you see that?”  The clergyman responded, “Yes.”  

Hall then covered it with a gold coin and asked, “Do you see it now?”  The clergyman 

responded, “No.”  Hall replied, “I must wish you a good morning, sir,” and left him to his 

thoughts.”1 

20. Vv5-11.  Not all disaster is caused by sin, but sin does have consequences (Hos 8:7).  God’s 

people, even today, sometimes have trouble recognizing the connection between their sin and 

disaster (Am 4). 

21. V5. So God spoke to the people through Haggai, calling them to carefully consider their 

ways.  Consider what you have done to provoke God, and consider how you may prove your 

repentance.  It is not just an invitation, but a command, to examine their hearts, their 

priorities, their way of living and way of spending time, talents, and treasure in the light of 

God’s word and the light of God’s apparent lack of blessing them.  Haggai challenged the 

people to consider how failing to living by God’s priorities had led to frustration and 

unfruitfulness in their lives.  To ponder their actions and their experiences that followed.  Was 

there a causative relationship between their actions and the resulting situation?  God says 

think carefully about this.  Consider how they are logically related.  It makes sense when you 

think carefully about it.  Don’t be a fool by learning only from your own experience!  

Experience is the teacher of fools.  Wisdom and instruction teaches the prudent. 

22. Application: “Consider your ways” calls us to stop and step out of ourselves in order to put 

our lives under God’s magnifying glass.  What does my life look like next to God’s word?  

Can I justify the way I’m spending my time, my money, my energies when I honestly read 

God’s word and let it critique me?  Am I willing to spend some time thinking and examining, 

doing heartwork and homework to assess my life and lifestyle according to God’s priorities?  

It’s relatively easy to give a passing thought to the instruction to “consider your ways” and 

conclude your life doesn’t measure up, that your priorities are more or less out of whack, and 

                                                 

1 Ron Prosise, Preaching Illustrations from Church History, 134, cited from Jacob Larwood, The Book of Clerical 

Anecdotes. 
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confess you need God’s forgiveness.  My friends, don’t fool yourself into think that is all 

God requires of you.  True evidence that God is working in your heart (and working in our 

hearts collectively as a church) is when confession leads to repentance, and repentance leads 

to humble endeavors to new obedience.  Confession (admitting your priorities are disordered) 

is incomplete without repentance (turning from a disordered life).  And repentance is 

incomplete without pursuing new obedience. 

23. V6. Why have these things happened to the people?  Frustration in sowing crops, eating 

enough, drinking to satisfy, clothing to keep warm, working to financially prosper.  Three of 

the basic necessities of life: food, drink, and clothing.  The answer is simple and obvious.  

God’s ancient covenant with Israel had spelled out the consequences they would face if they 

disobeyed the Lord.  These things the people are experiencing now are the spelled out and 

predicted curses of the covenant.  The conclusion must be, after thoughtful consideration, 

that the LORD has not given his blessing upon their labors because their priorities are selfish 

and not God-glorifying.  They had not fully repented for the sins of Israel that led to the 

Babylonian exile.  They had not fully escaped the curse of God yet (Lev 26:20; Dt 11:8-17; 

28:15-68, esp 28:18, 23, 38-40).  The harder they worked for themselves the more miserable 

they became because in working for themselves they were neglecting their spiritual lives, 

focusing only on the material creature comforts.  Notice the situation is not one of hardship 

but of unfulfillment.  They have food, drink, and clothing, but they are not satisfied.  The 

input of work did not match the output of reward (Isa 5:10).  The people did not lack 

goods—they lacked good.  Motyer writes, “This was the problem: they had goods but the 

good life eluded them; they were not hungry but neither were they satisfied; they were 

dressed but they were not comfortable.”  There is also a hint of monetary inflation they faced.  

They had money, but it didn’t go very far.  The same thing happens to us today when we 

neglect our spiritual lives to pursue material prosperity.  Our labors amount to unsatisfactory 

proceeds and we are increasingly frustrated.  For this reason God frustrated their labors so the 

land fought against them with its thorns and thistles.  This echoes the original curse on the 

land for Adam’s sin (Gen 3:17-19). 

24. V6. Quotation: “Most middle-class Americans tend to worship their work, to work at their 

play, to play at their worship.  As a result, their meanings and value are distorted.  Their 

relationships disintegrate faster than they can keep them in repair, and their lifestyles 

resemble a cast of characters in search of a plot.” ~ Gordon Dahl, quoted in Leadership 

magazine, Fall 1982. 

25. V7. Again the LORD called the people through the voice of Haggai the prophet to consider 

their ways.  (See notes on verse 5). 

26. V8. NET sn The temple was built primarily of stone, so the timber here refers to interior paneling 

(see v. 4) and perhaps to scaffolding (see Ezra 5:8; 6:4). 

27. V8. The “mountain” is singular, probably referring to the temple mount where timber was 

appropriately used for temple construction (Isa 2:2-3; cf. Neh 8:15).  Perhaps it was the 

temple mount timber that the people used to panel their houses?  “That I may take pleasure in 

it” are words the Bible uses to describe God’s acceptable response to sacrifice (Ps 51:19; Mic 

6:7).  That God may be glorified hints at the glory that would fill this temple when Jesus 
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visited it centuries later.  It also points forward to the glory of the eschatological temple 

(Ezek 43:1-4).  The glory of God is the final and driving reason why the people must rebuild 

the temple (1 Cor 10:31; Rev 4:11).  Bringing God glory is the fundamental reason Christians 

do everything they do.  We are to do all to the glory of God!  The “sacrifice” of temple-

building will bring God pleasure and glory much like he takes pleasure in the temple 

sacrifices that give him glory.  The people’s lack of effort to rebuild the temple betrayed their 

hearts that neither desired to please God nor to promote his honor and glory. 

28. V9. Note that earlier prophets had set expectations of agricultural abundance in the post-

exilic life of God’s people (Jer 31:11-14; Amos 9:13-15).  But now the situation in Judah and 

the peoples’ experience of it is nothing like what they expected.  They are clearly not living 

in the blessing of the eschaton.  No Davidic king, no temple, no agricultural bounty.  This 

does not appear to be the age of blessing.  They are working very hard to get ahead and 

prosper, but when they bring home the harvest, God blows it away before they get the 

opportunity to enjoy the fruit of their labors.  The winnowed crop is winnowed further by the 

breath of God.  Why would God do such a terrible thing?  This is the first question that 

certainly came to mind for the people.  God answers their question, and he is very blunt.  

Although they expected much, even the little they had God blew away because they let God’s 

house lie in ruins while each man busies himself beautifying his own house.  They focused 

on building their own personal wealth rather than God’s kingdom.  This ought not be!  Their 

priorities are all out of alignment.  This is their main problem: not putting God first in their 

lives.  When God is not your first love, everything else is disordered. 

29. V10. NET sn This linkage of human sin to natural disaster is reminiscent of the curse brought upon 

the earth by Adam's disobedience (Gen 3:17–19; see Rom 8:20–22). 

30. Vv10-11. On this date the people are able to reflect on the fruitlessness of the recent harvest.  

In these verses God explains what has happened and what he will cause to happen in 

response to the peoples’ priorities out of line with God’s priorities.  There is a causal link 

between the people leaving the LORD’s house in ruin to beautify their own homes and the 

unfavorable weather conditions that prevent a good harvest.  (This link is emphasized in the 

similarity between the Hebrew words for ruin (khareb) and drought (khoreb).)  The forces of 

nature are tools in the hands of God to deal with his people.  The sky above has withheld dew 

and the earth beneath has withheld its crop.  This is what has happened.  But more of the 

same is coming to bring further destruction.  A drought is coming on the land, the hills, the 

grain, the new wine, the oil (these were Judah’s major crops and thus their financial 

livelihood and security), and on everything the ground produces, that will affect man and 

beast and all their labors to bring produce from the land and hills.  A devastating drought is 

what God will cause to happen, and it will touch every person and animal in the land.  In 

other words, God will bring a comprehensive effect of the curse on the people of post-exilic 

Judah (Lev 26:19-20; Dt 28:24, 30, 38-40, 48; cf. Gen 3:17; Rom 8:20-22)—if they do not 

repent and begin building the temple.  In this case God makes clear that the present and 

coming suffering is God’s punishment or discipline as a warning to repent (Lk 13:1-5; 1 Cor 

11:30; Heb 12:4-13; Jas 5:14-15; Rev 2:22).  Haggai’s message is not meant to tell us how 

the world works (input-output; cause-effect), but how live in relationship with God works.  

Haggai instructs God’s people how to live in God’s world. 
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31. Vv10-11.  Quotation. Calvin’s prayer written with these verses in mind: 

“Grant, Almighty God, that since thou kindly and graciously invites us to thyself, we may not 

wait until thou stimulates us with goads, but cast aside our sloth and run quickly to thee. And 

when our torpor so possesses us as to render punishment necessary, permit us not to harden 

ourselves; but being at length effectually warned, and we return to the right way, and strive 

so to render all we do approved by thee, that we may find a door opened to thy grace and 

favor: and being made partakers of those blessed, by which thou affordest a taste of that 

goodness which we shall enjoy in heaven, may we ever aspire thither, and be satisfied with 

the abundant blessings which we daily and even continually receive from thine hand, in such 

a manner as not to be detained by this world; but may we, with minds raised up to heaven, 

ever tend upwards, and labor for that perfect happiness which is there laid up fur us by Christ 

our Lord. Amen.” 

32. V11. Drought on the crops was a feature of the covenant curse (Dt 7:13).  Motyer draws 

several conclusions from Haggai’s God-centered worldview which is at odds with modern 

secularism. 

a. The economy may be managed and affected by human involvement, but God is 

sovereign over the economies of nations.  He may bless with stability and prosperity, 

or he may choose to frustrate with inflation, deflation, or stagnation.  Economic laws 

are made and governed by God, and he manages them for his moral purposes. 

b. Some people conclude that the adversities of life are evidence that God does not exist 

or does not care to be involved in the affairs of men.  But pain is a theological 

problem only if a good and loving God exists who relates to his creatures. 

c. Other people conclude it is best to play the game of life, even working the system, in 

order to come out ahead.  Yes, we are called to be good and wise stewards of the 

economy and market forces, but if we don’t put God at the forefront of our lives and 

see him as sovereign over the systems of the world, then we are not related to him 

rightly and therefore have no expectation that he will bless us.  The problem in 

Haggai’s day was the people had God in their system, but he was not their priority 

and they calculated they could manage life with him on the periphery of national life. 

d. Quotation: “To leave the house unbuilt was just another way of saying, ‘It matters not 

whether God is with us.  When we get living conditions (v. 4) and the economy right 

(v. 6) and develop a decent standard of living (v. 6) and negotiate proper wage rates 

(v. 6)—then we will have time for religion and for God.’ The Lord does not tolerate a 

society run on these lines.  He is not a complacent onlooker; he will be central or he 

will be at odds.” ~ J.A. Motyer 

33. Vv12-15.  God’s message to the people through his prophet Haggai is successful.  They 

respond by listening with open hearts.  God then assured them of his loving presence with 

them.  And finally the people rose up in action to do the work of rebuilding God’s house.  

Repentance, Assurance, New Obedience.  Motyer sees another chiastic pattern, which he 
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attributes great importance for the spiritual truths it teaches regarding the place of God’s 

Word in renewal (in this case corporate revitalization). 

A responding to the Word (12) 

B    encouraged by the Word (13) 

A` quickened by the Word (14-15) 

Notice when we begin to respond to the Word, God immediately uses the Word to further 

encourage us, and then finally works in our spirits a renewal that moves us to obey.  His 

chosen instrument for revival is the word of God, initiated by human repentance and 

obedience and energized by the work of God making human obedience not only possible but 

zealous! 

34. V12. National response.  The remnant of the people is a technical term for all the post-exilic 

Jews, particularly the faithful Jews living in the land of Judah.  The remnant describes those 

who remain faithful to God amid a sea of pervasive unbelief (cf. Rom 11:5 where Paul refers 

to Jewish Christians as a remnant chosen by grace).  The remnant of the people had survived 

the fiery trials of the exile and emerged as a purified, faithful people (Isa 10:20-22).  The 

people of Judah in this passage demonstrate they are “the remnant” by their faith and 

obedience to the revealed word of the LORD their God (cf. Isa 1:27).  Using the name 

“LORD” (Yahweh) here may indicate the people recognized their covenant obligation to their 

God.  They owned their responsibilities as the covenant people of God.  Before they referred 

to Yahweh as “God”—not much different than the unregenerate name him.  After they called 

Yahweh “the LORD their God”—owning him as ones who now love to obey, submit, and 

fear him.  As is normally the order of conversion, the minds of the people had changed by the 

word of the LORD (Lk 24:27, 32; Rom 12:2; Eph 4:17-24).  These “words” of Haggai are 

the voice of the LORD their God and the message of the prophet Haggai.  This word and 

message are the same.  Haggai’s words when he says “thus says the LORD” are God’s words.  

So it is when Christians read the Bible.  Every word is God’s word breathed out by him, 

meant to teach, rebuke, correct, and train us in righteousness and equip us for every good 

work (2 Tim 3:16).  In this passage God sends Haggai as the mediator of his word.  Today 

God gives Christians pastors and teachers to mediate the words of God.  The Bible is God’s 

unmediated inscripturated word. 

35. V13. Prophetic response.  What a beautiful word of assurance God gives to his people.  They 

are not alone and they won’t be doing the work of rebuilding the temple alone.  God is with 

them.  “I am with you.”  But it is more.  In promising his gracious presence God assures them 

of the covenant relationship that remains binding himself to his people in love and 

faithfulness.  Although they are afraid (What if opposition arises again?), God promises to be 

with them, uphold them, protect them, and bless them (Isa 41:10; 43:5; Jer 30:10-11).  

Despite their past neglect and disorder priorities, God forgives them.  “I am with you” is the 

great promise of assurance guaranteed by the covenant relationship (Num 14:9; Josh 14:12; 

Judg 1:19; Isa 43:5; cf. Mt 28:20).  God will aid them in the task of rebuilding the temple.  

Blessing has finally come!  The promise of God’s presence to the post-exilic community is 

fulfilled (Jer 32:38; Zech 2:11).  God’s curse is not a rejection of his people.  Rather the curse 

is his expression of loving discipline to draw them back to himself, to wake them up from 

disaster (Am 3:2; 4:6-11; Isa 7:13-25).  Clearly God is not concerned with being homeless so 
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much as his people’s indifference to living without God’s presence.  For when they repented 

he forgave them and assured that he is now with them.  The promise of God’s presence 

anticipates Christ as Immanuel (God with us) and through the Spirit of Christ (Mt 1:23; Rom 

8:9-10; 1 Cor 3:16). 

36. V14. Divine response.  Behind the curtain, in the spiritual realm, God was at work in the 

hearts of his people, stirring their spirits to repentance and new obedience.  He commanded 

they repent and obey, and he also graciously gave what he commanded.  The text says the 

people listened to Haggai by obeying and fearing the LORD (v. 12).  They returned to God, 

so God returned to them, promising his presence.  The kindness and grace of God leads us to 

repentance, not the other way around (Rom 2:4; 2 Tim 2:25-26).  God’s quickening power 

promoted active obedience to the world they had just begun to listen and respond to with 

obedience.  This is a typical example of how God gives spiritual power to our repentance, 

otherwise it would come to nothing.  The Holy Spirit’s enabling work in our hearts stirs us to 

fervent action to accomplish his sovereign purpose (Ex 35:21, 26, 30-35; Isa 55:11).  Note in 

Hebrew the words for “work” and “messenger” are similar, drawing attention in this passage 

to their relationship.  Haggai’s prophecy, his word from the LORD, is not merely a blessing 

but a call that should lead to action. 

37. Application & Quotation: “Rarely did a prophet’s message produce such a quick response.  

How often we hear a sermon and respond, ‘That was an excellent point—I ought to do that,’ 

only to leave church and forget to act.  These people put their words into action.  When you 

hear a good sermon or lesson, ask what you should do about it, and then make plans to put it 

into practice.” ~ NKJV Life Application Bible 

38. V15. NET sn The twenty-fourth day of the sixth month of King Darius' second year was September 

21, 520 B.C., twenty-three days after the original command by Haggai to rebuild (1:1). The text does 
not state the reason for the delay, but it may have resulted from the pressing need to bring in the late 
summer harvest. 

39. V15. Twenty-three days after Haggai’s prophecy calling the people to rebuild the LORD’s 

house, the people began the work.  The date was September 21, 520 BC.  Perhaps during the 

time elapsed the people planned and gathered building materials.  Perhaps also they finished 

their harvests (at this time of season most of the harvest is finished, with only dates and 

summer figs left to be harvested).  Regardless the reason for the 23 days before starting the 

rebuilding, there is no indication in the text that God was displeased with them or that they 

stalled beginning the work.  Those who have lost time not serving God must redeem the time 

they have to serve him. 
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Administering the Lord’s Supper 
9/11/2016 

 

• Words of Christ ordaining this institution (Mt 26:26-30; Mk 14:22-25; Lk 22:15-20; 1 Cor 11:23-32) 

o You know the excuses you’ve made to knock God down a place or two (or maybe more) on life’s priority list.  

You see the folly of doing things your way—how you intuitively know you’ve fallen out of his favor and 

brought on his loving discipline.  You know it and you’re frustrated with life, with yourself, but hopefully not 

with God.  Because he’s not the source of your problems.  He’s the only solution to your problems!  In fact, 

here at the Lord’s table he shows his people, the church, the lengths he’s gone to prove how much he favors 

us, loves us, loves you.  By his powerful word, right here and now, he calls you to fear, to repent and believe 

the gospel, and to reorder your priorities for new obedience. 

o The bread and the cup are sacramental signs and seals of his love for you.  The bread shows us his body that 

he offered up on the cross for the sins of his people—all those who admit they are sinners but give up their 

sinful excuses for not treasuring Christ above all things.  The cup represents his blood that washes away our 

sins, cleansing us, assuring us of God’s loving presence, stirring our hearts in joyful repentance, and 

empowering our hands for service in his name.  If you long to encounter God, listen carefully: he offers 

himself to sinners here, in these spiritual symbols of his crucifixion and resurrection, to all who believe in 

Christ as he offers himself in the gospel. 

• If you are one of God’s baptized children, having confessed your faith publicly, living a life of confession and 

repentance, and a member of any church where the gospel of Jesus is faithfully preached, then I welcome and 

encourage you to come to the Lord’s table.  Come and encounter God through his regularly appointed means: the 

Word and Sacrament, both received by faith. 

• Brief exhortation and fence the table (not baptized, not publically confessed the faith, not under the care and 

government of a particular branch of Christ’s Church) do not take the bread and wine, but instead I urge you as 

one appointed as a minister of the gospel to take Christ—take him as you reject your former excuses and admit 

your time has come to fear, repent, believe, and obey the Lord.  If that describes your heart, please don’t leave 

here today without sharing with someone the assurance, stirring, and empowering you’ve experienced from God. 

• Invitation to silent prayer for preparation (confess sin, acknowledge God’s love for you) 

• After allowing time for elders to come forward, close the silent prayer time with a brief prayer. 

 

 

 

 

The Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in 

remembrance of me.” (1 Cor 11:23a-24) 
o Reminder to hold the bread and eat together as a body since the one loaf represents Christ’s unified body. 

• Optional: read a scripture (Hebrews 10:23-25) 

In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 

For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death 

until he comes. (1 Cor 11:25-26) 
o Reminder to drink from the cup as you are ready since Jesus shed his blood to save you. 




