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1 Timothy 6:11-16 “Holy Orders” September 25, 2016 

OT Lesson: Proverbs 15:3-16  Brian M. Sandifer 

God, the supreme life-giver and all-powerful one, commands his people to obey their holy orders without 

fault or failure: that we run from moral evil and toward godliness, stand for the truth of the gospel until 

Christ’s appearing, and lay hold of the eternal life that we confess. 

Introduction – Lots of people today believe Christianity is of no practical good. With a jaundiced eye, it 

might appear the only folks profiting from religion are the ones drawing a paycheck from it. 

I. Holy Orders: Who Are They For? 

A. For all elders (vv. 11-12) 

We call this collection of letters written to Timothy and Titus the Pastoral Epistles because they are 

primarily addressed to men who pastor the church. “Man of God” is a highly honorable OT title 

referring to a leader of God’s people (Moses, Samuel, David, and Elijah among others). Its usage 

across the whole Bible refers to a man speaking on behalf of God, bringing God’s message to God’s 

people. In this sense elders who preach and teach God’s Word are “men of God” exercising some of 

the same duties as the OT prophets, declaring, explaining, and applying God’s Word to others. 

B. For all Christians 

Countless Bible passages exhort all Christians to live the same way (cf. Rom 12; Eph 6:10-18; 1 Pet 

1:13-25). Men who are called to be pastors and elders are ordained from the pool of believers in the 

church. They show themselves good examples of how all Christians are called to believe, live, and 

feel. So non-elders are not off the hook! Any Christian who is thoroughly equipped by Scripture for 

every good work is a “man of God” (2 Tim 3:17).  Holy orders are for all Christians. 

C. For the sake of the world (v. 13b) 

When Christians are being annoying or poorly representing God to the world, unbelievers 

understandably reject us. But when we make it our life’s mission to conform our beliefs, our actions, 

and our hearts to the shape of God’s holy orders for us, the world becomes a better place. Christians 

who are profoundly shaped by God’s holy orders have what the world wants and needs. 

II. Holy Orders: What Are They? 

A. Ethical: Run (v. 11) 

Christians must hate moral evil so much they run from it. Conversely, Christians must love godliness 

so much they run toward it. So what are “these things” you must run from? Contextually they are 

false teachers, false doctrine, and the love of money (1 Tim 6:3-5, 9-10). You have to run to the 

positive, pursuing Christian virtues that are suited to defeat covetousness and the lure of wolves in 

sheep’s clothing. These virtues are listed in three pairs. 

1. Righteousness has to do with doing what is right or just, particularly in relationships. To run 

after righteousness is to deal ethically and fairly with others. We owe justice to those who need it. 

Godliness has to do with imitating God. To run after godliness is to imitate, follow, and obey the 

one true God, not a false god such as Money. Both righteousness and godliness are behavior-

oriented, getting at how you live in relation to God and others. 

2. Faith in this context means faithfulness, living with Christian integrity. There is a saying that 

the greatest ability is dependability. In verse 11 the Greek word for Love is “agape,” which is the 



  

 

  2 

highest Christian virtue (1 Cor 13:13). Love sacrifices for the sake of others, seeking to give, not 

gain. It rejoices in the truth, not tolerating lies. This pair of virtues, faith and love, have to do with 

your heart’s attitude behind your behavior.  

3. Steadfastness has to do with an enduring patience in the midst of trial, temptation, and 

difficult circumstances. It means sticking with God when the going gets tough, being courageous 

in the hard places in life. Gentleness has to do with meekness, which is strength under control. 

When you run toward gentleness you will be patient with difficult people. Both steadfastness and 

gentleness involve being patient with difficulties, either in circumstances or in relationships. 

B. Doctrinal: Stand (vv. 12a, 14) 

You must stand and contend for the truth. This entails having right beliefs and confessing right 

doctrine. Verse 12 says, “fight the good fight of the faith.” You see, fighting is another way of 

looking at what it means to make the good confession. Fight is a metaphor for what Jesus actually did 

when he made his good confession before Pilate. He stood on the witness stand and confessed the 

truth of the gospel. You also have holy orders as pertain to doctrine. Don’t retreat or faint or waffle. 

C. Experiential: Hold (v. 12b) 

God wants your affection. It appears Paul says something like this: Remember the eternal life that 

God called you to? Remember when you confessed your faith in Christ and the truth of the gospel 

before the church? Remember how happy you were then? Don’t forget you can have that same joy 

now. Grasp it again, enjoy right now the eternal life God gave you, and never let it go! 

III. Holy Orders: How Can You Obey Them? 

A. In God’s strength, so have no fear (vv. 15-16) 

I think Paul understood that God was asking a lot from Christians. Only God can give you the power 

to obey these holy orders. And because he so strong, you don’t have any reason to fear. Look at your 

God sitting on the highest throne, ruling over an eternal dominion that stretches to the four corners of 

the universe, and then look at your fears. God’s strength can conquer all your fears. 

B. As alive to God, so look to your reward (vv. 11-13a) 

This passage says God is the giver and sustainer of life, including eternal life for his people. Look to 

the spiritual riches that are yours in Christ. Compared to what the world has to offer in terms of 

material possessions and wealth, spiritual riches are an infinitely greater reward. You can’t take it 

with you, but you can store up treasure in heaven. 

C. By confessing the gospel, always through the Great Confessor (vv. 13b-14) 

God, the King of kings and Lord of lords, has sent his one and only Son Jesus Christ to die for sinners 

in order to save them. God has given the nations to his Son as an inheritance, and Jesus confessed 

before men that he himself is the great king. He is the Great Confessor of the faith because his 

confession was not merely about God, but also about himself. When you testify to the gospel, you 

make the good confession, which is nothing but pointing to Jesus. 

Conclusion – The gospel makes you bold because you serve God Almighty. But it also humbles you, 

because you confess to be a repentant and recovering sinner. These are your scriptural holy orders, given 

to you who are already saved by grace alone through faith alone in Jesus Christ alone. Now go, in the 

power of the Spirit, and live for God’s glory alone. 
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1 Original Language, Personal English Translation, and Textual Notes 

Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

1 Tim 6:11 Su. de,( w= a;nqrwpe qeou/( tau/ta feu/ge\ 
di,wke de. dikaiosu,nhn euvse,beian pi,stin( 
avga,phn up̀omonh.n prau?paqi,anÅ 

But you, O man of God, flee these, and 
pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
steadfastness, and gentleness. 

BDAG feu,gwfeu,gwfeu,gwfeu,gw—1. lit. flee, seek safety in flight 

Mt 8:33; Mk 14:50; 16:8; Lk 21:21; J 10:5, 
12; Ac 27:30; Js 4:7; Rv 9:6.—2. escape Mt 
23:33; Lk 3:7; Hb 11:34; 12:25 v.l.—3. flee 
from, avoid, shun 1 Cor 6:18; 10:14; 1 Ti 
6:11; 2 Ti 2:22.—4. vanish, disappear Rv 
16:20; 20:11. 

 

BDAG diw,kwdiw,kwdiw,kwdiw,kw—1. persecute Mt 5:11f, 44; Lk 

21:12; J 5:16; 1 Cor 4:12; Gal 5:11; 2 Ti 
3:12.—2. run after, pursue lit. Lk 17:23. 
Fig.pursue, strive for, seek after Ro 9:30f; 
14:19; 1 Cor 14:1; 2 Ti 2:22. Hasten, run, 
press on Phil 3:12, 14.—3. drive away, drive 
out Mt 23:34. 

 

BDAG dikaiosu,nhdikaiosu,nhdikaiosu,nhdikaiosu,nh, hjhjhjhj, h ̀h ̀h ̀h ̀righteousness, 

uprightness Mt 5:6; Ac 24:25; Ro 9:30; Phil 
3:6; Tit 3:5; religious requirement Mt 3:15. 
Mercy, charitableness Mt 6:1; 2 Cor 9:9f. 
Justice, equity Ac 17:31; Hb 11:33. In Paul 
the phrase d) qeou/ and its variations refer to 
God's equitable way of dealing with 
humanity in grace Ro 1:17; 3:21f, 26; 5:17 
and the meaning approximates salvation, d) 
approaches the sense Christianity Mt 5:10; 
Hb 5:13; 1 Pt 2:24; 3:14. poiei/n d) do what is 
right 1 J 2:29; Rv 22:11. 

 

BDAG euvse,beiaeuvse,beiaeuvse,beiaeuvse,beia, ajajajaj, h ̀h ̀h ̀h ̀piety, godliness, 
religion Ac 3:12; 1 Ti 2:2; 3:16; 4:7f; 6:3, 5f, 
11; 2 Ti 3:5; Tit 1:1; 2 Pt 1:3, 6f. Pl. godly 
acts 2 Pt 3:11. 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

 

BDAG pi,stijpi,stijpi,stijpi,stij, ewjewjewjewj, h ̀h ̀h ̀h ̀faith, trust, 
commitment—1. as a characteristic or 
quality faithfulness, reliability, loyalty, 
commitment Mt 23:23; Ro 3:3; Gal 5:22; Tit 
2:10.—2. that which evokes confidence, 
solemn promise, oath 1 Ti 5:12; proof, 
pledge Ac 17:31; th.n p) teth,rhka I have 

honored my obligation 2 Ti 4:7.—3. trust, 
confidence, faith in the active sense = 
‘believing,’ esp. of relation to God and Christ 
Mt 9:2; Mk 11:22; Lk 18:42; Ac 14:9; 26:18; 
Ro 4:5, 9, 11–13; Gal 2:16; Eph 1:15; Col 
2:12; Hb 12:2; Js 1:6; 1 Pt 1:21. Faith as 
commitment, Christianity Lk 18:8; Ro 1:5, 8; 
1 Cor 2:5; 13:13; 2 Cor 1:24; Gal 3 passim; 
Js 1:3; 1 Pt 1:9. Conviction Ro 14:22f. Faith 
defined Hb 11:1.—4. That which is believed, 
body of faith or belief, doctrine Gal 1:23; Jd 
3, 20; cf. 1 Ti 1:19. 

 

BDAG avga,phavga,phavga,phavga,ph, hjhjhjhj, h`hh̀`h—̀I. love, affection the 

highest Christian virtue 1 Cor 13:13; Gal 
5:22.—1. of God and Christ to each other J 
15:10; 17:26, and to people Ro 5:8. The 
essence of God 1 J 4:8, 16.—2. of people, 
to God or Christ J 5:42, or to other people 2 
Cor 8:7.—3. as an abstract quality Ro 
13:10; 1 Cor 8:1; 13:1–3.—II. a love feast, a 
common meal of the Christian church Jd 12; 
2 Pt 2:13 v.l. 

 

BDAG up̀omonh,up̀omonh,up̀omonh,up̀omonh,, h/jh/jh/jh/j, h`hh̀`h—̀1. patience, 
endurance, fortitude, steadfastness, 
perseverance Lk 21:19; Ro 2:7; 5:3f; 8:25; 2 
Cor 12:12; 2 Th 3:5; Js 1:3f; 5:11; Rv 2:2f; 
13:10.—2. (patient) expectation Rv 1:9. 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

 

 

1 Tim 6:12 avgwni,zou to.n kalo.n avgw/na th/j 
pi,stewj( evpilabou/ th/j aivwni,ou zwh/j( 
eivj h]n evklh,qhj kai. ẁmolo,ghsaj th.n 
kalh.n om̀ologi,an evnw,pion pollw/n 
martu,rwnÅ 

Struggle the good struggle of the faith, Take 
hold of the eternal life to which you were 
called and you confessed the good 
confession before many witnesses. 

NET tn This phrase literally means 
"compete in the good competition of the 
faith," using words that may refer to a race 
or to a boxing or wrestling match: "run the 
good race" or "fight the good fight." The 
similar phrase in 1 Tim 1:18 uses a military 
picture and is more literally "war the good 
warfare." 

 

BDAG avgwni,zomai avgwni,zomai avgwni,zomai avgwni,zomai engage in an (athletic) 

contest 1 Cor 9:25; fight, struggle, strive J 
18:36; Col 4:12; 1 Ti 4:10; strain every 
nerve Lk 13:24. [agonize] 

 

BDAG avgw,navgw,navgw,navgw,n, avgw/noavgw/noavgw/noavgw/nojjjj, ò ò ò ò athletic contest, race 

fig. Hb 12:1; struggle, fight Phil 1:30. evn 

pollw|/ avgw/ni under a great strain 1 Th 2:2. 

Care, anxiety, concern Col 2:1. [agonistic] 

1 Tim 6:13 paragge,llw ÎsoiÐ evnw,pion tou/ qeou/ tou/ 
zw|ogonou/ntoj ta. pa,nta kai. Cristou/ 
VIhsou/ tou/ marturh,santoj evpi. Ponti,ou 
Pila,tou th.n kalh.n om̀ologi,an( 

I charge you before God who gives life to all 
things, and of Christ Jesus, who testifying at 
the same of Pontius Pilate made the good 
confession 

NET  tc † Most witnesses, some of them 

important (a2 A D H 1881 Û lat sy bo), 

have soi (soi, "you") after paragge,llw 
(parangelloÒ, "I charge [you]"), a predictable 
variant because the personal pronoun is 
demanded by the sense of the passage 
(and was added in the translation because 
of English requirements). Hence, the 
omission is the harder reading, and the 
addition of soi is one of clarification. 

Further, the shorter reading is found in 

several important witnesses, such as a* F 

G Y 6 33 1739 pc. Thus, both internally and 

externally the shorter reading is preferred. 
NA 27 places soi in brackets, indicating 



1 Timothy 6:11-16 Brian M. Sandifer 

Heritage Presbyterian Church 4 9/25/2016 

Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

some doubts as to its authenticity. 

1 Tim 6:14 thrh/sai, se th.n evntolh.n a;spilon 
avnepi,lhmpton me,cri th/j evpifanei,aj tou/ 
kuri,ou hm̀w/n VIhsou/ Cristou/( 

to keep you the commandment without 
blemish, beyond reproach, until the 
appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

BDAG a;spiloja;spiloja;spiloja;spiloj, on on on on spotless, without blemish 

lit. 1 Pt 1:19; fig. 1 Ti 6:14; Js 1:27; 2 Pt 
3:14. 

1 Tim 6:15 h]n kairoi/j ivdi,oij dei,xei o ̀maka,rioj kai. 
mo,noj duna,sthj( ò basileu.j tw/n 
basileuo,ntwn kai. ku,rioj tw/n 
kurieuo,ntwn( 

which he will make known at his own 
appointed time(s)—the blessed one and 
only Sovereign, the King of those reigning 
and Lord of those ruling, 

NET tn Grk "which." All of 1 Tim 6:15 is a 
relative clause which refers back to 
"appearing" in v.14. The phrase "whose 
appearing" was supplied to clarify this 
connection. 

1 Tim 6:16 o ̀mo,noj e;cwn avqanasi,an( fw/j oivkw/n 
avpro,siton( o]n ei=den ouvdei.j avnqrw,pwn 
ouvde. ivdei/n du,natai\ w-| timh. kai. kra,toj 
aivw,nion( avmh,nÅ 

who alone has immortality, who lives in 
unapproachable light, whom no human has 
seen nor is able to see.  To him be honor 
and everlasting dominion.  Amen. 

BDAG timh,timh,timh,timh,, h/jh/jh/jh/j, h`hh̀`h—̀1. price, value Mt 27:6, 9; 

Ac 5:2f; 7:16; 19:19. timh/j for a price 1 Cor 
6:20; 7:23.—2. honor, reverence, respect J 
4:44; Ac 28:10; Ro 2:7, 10; 12:10; 13:7; 1 Ti 
6:1; 2 Ti 2:20f; 1 Pt 3:7; Rv 4:9; 5:13; 21:26. 
Privilege 1 Pt 2:7. Respectability 1 Th 4:4. 
Place of honor, office Hb 5:4. Honorarium, 
compensation may be the sense in 1 Ti 
5:17, though honor and respect are also 
possible.—The expression ouvk evn timh|/ tini 
Col 2:23 is probably they are of no value in. 
[timocracy, timh, + kratei/n] 

 

BDAG kra,tojkra,tojkra,tojkra,toj, oujoujoujouj, to, to, to, to, power, might, 
sovereignty Ac 19:20; Eph 1:19; 6:10; Col 
1:11; 1 Ti 6:16; Hb 2:14; Rv 1:6. Mighty 
deed Lk 1:51. 
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2 Exegetical Outline (verse summary) – 1 Timothy 6:11-16 

V11. The Apostle Paul, Timothy’s father in the faith, urges Timothy (who is a man of God) to 

flee false teachers and the love of money, but instead to run after righteousness, godliness, faith, 

love, steadfastness, and gentleness. 

V12. Paul urges Timothy to contend well in the contest of faith; to lay hold of the eternal life to 

which Timothy was called and about which he confessed the good confession before many 

witnesses. 

V13. Then Paul issues a charge to Timothy in the presence of God (who gives life to everything) 

and in the presence of Christ Jesus (who in giving testimony before Pontius Pilate made his good 

confession). 

V14. Paul charges Timothy to keep the commandment unblemished (beyond reproach) until our 

Lord Jesus Christ appears.  

V15. God, who will make known Christ’s appearing at his appointed time, is the blessed one and 

the only Sovereign (the King of kings and Lord of lords). 

V16. To God—who alone has immortality, who lives in light unapproachable, whom no one has 

seen or even can see—be honor and everlasting dominion.  Amen. 
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3 Exegetical Outline (full) – 1 Timothy 6:11-16 

I. Apostolic Commands to Protégés (vv. 11-14) 

a. Strive to run away from the wrong things but run after the right things (vv. 11-12) 

i. V11. The Apostle Paul, Timothy’s father in the faith, urges Timothy (who is a 

man of God) to flee false teachers and the love of money, but instead to run 

after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, and gentleness. 

ii. V12. Paul urges Timothy to contend well in the contest of faith; to lay hold of 

the eternal life to which Timothy was called and about which he confessed the 

good confession before many witnesses. 

b. Heed the charge before God to keep making your good confession without reproach 

until Christ appears (vv. 13-14) 

i. V13. Then Paul issues a charge to Timothy in the presence of God (who gives 

life to everything) and in the presence of Christ Jesus (who in giving 

testimony before Pontius Pilate made his good confession). 

ii. V14. Paul charges Timothy to keep the commandment unblemished (beyond 

reproach) until our Lord Jesus Christ appears.  

II. Apostolic Blessings to God (vv. 15-16) 

a. God, the blessed and supreme sovereign one, will show Christ appearing at the 

appointed time (v. 15) 

• V15. God, who will make known Christ’s appearing at his appointed time, is 

the blessed one and the only Sovereign (the King of kings and Lord of lords). 

b. God—the immortal, blindingly bright, unseen one—has honor and everlasting 

dominion (v. 16) 

• V16. To God—who alone has immortality, who lives in light unapproachable, 

whom no one has seen or even can see—be honor and everlasting dominion.  

Amen. 
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4 Exegetical Outline (abbreviated) – 1 Timothy 6:11-16 

Exegetical Proposition: Closing his pastoral letting to his protégé Timothy, the Apostle Paul 

commands him to keep the good confession with upmost integrity until Christ’s appearing by 

striving to run away from wickedness and run after godliness, and to obey this charge before God 

who is blessed, supremely sovereign, immortal, invisible, unapproachably glorious, and the 

eternal ruler over all. 

I. Apostolic Commands to Protégés (vv. 11-14) 

a. Strive to run away from the wrong things but run after the right things (vv. 11-12) 

b. Heed the charge before God to keep making your good confession without reproach 

until Christ appears (vv. 13-14) 

II. Apostolic Blessings to God (vv. 15-16) 

a. God, the blessed and supreme sovereign one, will show Christ appearing at the 

appointed time (v. 15) 

b. God—the immortal, blindingly bright, unseen one—has honor and everlasting 

dominion (v. 16) 
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5 Theological Outline – 1 Timothy 6:11-16 

Theological Proposition: God gives commands and charges to us his servants through apostolic 

authority, commanding we keep and maintain the good confession of Christ until the Savior’s 

appearing by striving to run from sin and run after godliness, doing all before the presence of our 

God who is infinitely higher than all things visible and invisible. 

I. Apostolic Commands to All Christians, Especially Pastors (vv. 11-14) 

II. Apostolic Blessings to God Are a Model For All Christians, Especially Pastors (vv. 15-

16)  
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6 Notes on 1 Timothy 6:11-16 

1. Possible sermon titles.  “Seeking the Right Things”, “What the World Needs Now” 

2. Possible OT readings. Prov 15:3-16;  

3. Children’s Sermon. Christian from Pilgrim’s Progress fights the good fight of the faith.  Tell 

the story of Christian facing various opponents, especially Demas the greedy apostate yet 

thinks he is spiritual. 

4. Children’s Sermon.  Ask kids what they like about birthdays.  Cake, friends, presents.  Now, 

what do you like about your own birthday?  Presents!  Kids look forward to opening 

presents, especially the one big thing they asked for.  My son waited and waited for his 

birthday present to come in the mail yesterday.  And when it finally arrived, he ripped open 

the box, unpacked the toy, wrote his name on it, and with a gigantic smile on his face ran out 

to play with it with his friends.  He laid hold of that precious gift and didn’t let it go.  Do you 

see this wood stick?  Pretend it is your favorite birthday present.  Now, grab it and hold on 

tight!  (Lift the child off the ground with her still holding on!)  Did you know that in today’s 

Bible passage that God says we should hold on tight to the great present he gives you and 

me?  He gives eternal life to all his children who love Jesus.  And he wants you to smile and 

laugh and have fun and sing and be super happy as you think about his wonderful gift.  Hold 

on tight to Jesus, to heaven, and to the promise that you will be with God forever in heaven 

someday.  Be happy now.  And lay hold of God’s wonderful gift. 

5. Throughout of the book of 1 Timothy, Paul has been moving back and forward between 

giving advice to two different parties: Timothy the minister and those who Timothy ministers 

to.  Now in this passage which contains Paul’s final charge, the advice is for Timothy.  In this 

charge (which is a piece of the larger pericope of 1 Timothy 6:3-21) Paul intentionally 

contrasts Timothy with the false teachers.  The contrast is between false men of God and a 

true man of God.  The false are in ministry for temporary (this-age) monetary gain and get 

distracted with quarrels about words and irrelevant babble (1 Tim 6:20).  The true are in 

ministry because they are motivated by the reality of eternal life (the-age-to-come), spiritual 

virtues, and accountability to God.  Before concluding the discussion on wealth (and a godly 

attitude and use of it), Paul commands Timothy to live above reproach and to flee the desire 

for wealth rooted in greed.  Timothy must pursue spiritual riches, not worldly riches. 

6. Vv. 11-12. John Stott writes that Paul’s charge to Timothy has three components: ethical (v. 

11), doctrinal (v. 12a), and experiential (v. 12b).  These correspond to perspectivalism: 

situational (the good), normative (the true), and existential (the beautiful).  The ethical 

involves running (from evil to good).  The doctrinal involves standing (against doctrinal 

error and for the good confession).  The experiential involves gripping (onto the beautiful 

blessings of eternal life to which you have been called and of which you already possess).  

Note these are the three areas the presbytery investigates and tests in ordination candidates.  

Furthermore, the presbytery perpetually holds elders accountable in their Christian doctrine 

and ethics, but curiously they don’t check on the elder’s ongoing spiritual life (experiential 
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religion).  Paul thought it important though.  Timothy, a minister of the gospel, still needed to 

be reminded to lay hold of the eternal life he already possessed. 

7. Vv. 11-12. Quotation: “It is good in our relativistic age to have truth, goodness, and life set 

before us as absolute goals.  They also constitute a healthy balance.  Some fight for truth but 

neglect holiness.  Others pursue holiness but have no comparable concern for truth.  Yet 

others disregard both doctrine and ethics in their search for religious experience.  The man or 

woman of God combines all three.” ~ John Stott, 1 Timothy, 158. 

8. Vv11-12.  Note the forceful words Paul uses to describe the nature of the Christian life: flee, 

pursue, fight, lay hold.  Christianity is not “let go and let God.”  It is not a passive faith 

(although God does act first and we receive his gracious gifts).  Christianity is a covenant 

faith.  It requires covenant action on our part.  It requires exerting moral, spiritual, emotional, 

and yes physical effort to flee, pursue, fight, and lay hold.  Faithfulness requires courage to 

do what is right.  Negative and positive action are necessary.  This is a common theme in the 

Bible, especially in the NT.  Deny self and follow Christ.  No to ungodliness and yes to 

godliness and self-control.  Take off your “old man” clothes and put on your “new man” 

clothes.  Run away from evil and run after the good. 

9. V11. “But as for you” indicates the contrast between Timothy and the false teachers.  In other 

words, Timothy is to have nothing to do with them and not be at all like them.  In contrast to 

the false teachers who were men of the world, Paul calls Timothy a “man of God.”  This term 

harkens back to the OT where it primarily refers to prophets: Moses, Samuel, David, 

Shemaiah, Elijah, Elisha, Igdaliah the Rechabite, and three anonymous prophets. (Dt 33:1; 1 

Sam 2:27; 9:6; 1 Kgs 17:18; 2 Kgs 4:7; Neh 12:24, 36; 1 Kgs 12:22; 13:1ff; 17:18; 2 Kgs 

1:9; 2 Kgs 4:7; 2 Chr 25:7ff; Ps 90:1; Jer 35:4).  Timothy is in good company!  It highlights 

Timothy’s integrity as a man who is godly, and Timothy’s responsibility as a man who 

represents God as his minister before the church.  Timothy is an ordained church leader, a NT 

man of God.  This authority derives from being a true man of God, not a false man of God 

who possesses no divine authority.  “Man of God” only occurs here and in another pastoral 

epistle, where terms appears to be for any Christian who is thoroughly equipped for good 

works (2 Tim 3:17).  By calling Timothy a “man of God” Paul affirms Timothy’s pastoral 

integrity, responsibility, and authority.  The things that Paul warns Timothy to flee are the 

kinds of things in the immediate preceding context (1 Tim 6:4-5, 9-10).  These things include 

controversies and quarrels about words, the tendency to get caught up in envy, strife, 

malicious talk (slander), evil suspicions, constant friction between corrupt-minded people, 

and people who think godliness is a way to get rich and thus fall into a love of money 

resulting in evil.  This is not a cowardly escapism of running from responsibilities we dare 

not shoulder or from issues we dare not face.  It is common sense to run from real danger.  

Wealth is not evil in itself, but the love of money and the greedy pursuit of it is sinful.  The 

challenge for a Christian, especially a minister of the gospel, is to detach the heart from 

wealth.  To be a Man of God, not a Man of Mammon; obeying God’s commands not 

Mammon’s commands.  If God gives wealth and prosperity, then share, be generous, and flee 

arrogance (1 Tim 6:17).  If God does not give wealth and prosperity, then rejoice in the riches 

of God, be content with your lot, and work with due diligence to prosper so as to be generous 

and thereby glorify God.  It is no sin of cowardice to flee from such things.  Sometimes the 
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Bible advises a man of God to flee, to divide, to separate from situations, sins, and sinners.  

Not all unity is good, and not all division is bad. 

10. V11. The beginning of repentance is to flee from sin and abstain from passions of the flesh.  

In order to complete repentance, there must be a turn to God in faith and new obedience.  

Thus repentance is a turning from sin and a turning to God.  Otherwise separation becomes 

isolation.  Not only is Timothy urged to flee away from ungodliness (quarreling, the love of 

money, and those who practice such things), Paul also urges him to run toward godliness.  

This is the point, not merely to avoid evil and keep from being stained, but to pursue 

righteousness (2 Tim 2:22).  The negative is combatted with the positive virtues that life in 

Christ makes possible. Ethical virtues such as righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 

endurance, and gentleness.  These seem to be listed in three pairs.  Do not forget these are 

virtues which Timothy is called to model for all Christians.  Note these virtues are 

particularly helpful in defeating covetousness (greed which is idolatry).  These should be 

hallmarks of the pastor and elder, but they are virtues that every single Christian ought to 

cultivate and manifest.  No excuses here that this set of virtues is for clergy only.  Christians 

are called to flee from evil and pursue the good. 

a. Righteousness has to do with personal integrity, with character.  There is a social 

ethics component.  To be righteous or just is to deal fairly with others.  We owe 

justice to those who need it. 

b. Godliness has to do with person behavior, with conduct.  There is also a worship 

component.  To be godly is to imitate, follow, and obey the one true God, not a false 

god such as Money.  Only God is the right object of human worship. 

c. Faith in this context means faithfulness, living with Christian integrity.  There is a 

saying that the greatest ability is dependability. 

d. The word for love is agape, which is the highest Christian virtue (1 Cor 13:13).  Love 

sacrifices for the sake of others, seeking to give not gain.  It is selfless not selfish.  It 

is generous not greedy.  It rejoices in the truth not tolerating lies.  The love of 

sacrifice and service to God and others, both offered before God in worship, drives 

greed from the human heart. 

e. Steadfastness has to do with patience and endurance in the midst of trial, temptation, 

and difficult circumstances.  It means sticking with God when the going gets tough, 

being courageous in the hard places in life.  Longsuffering. 

f. Gentleness has to do with meekness, which is strength under control.  Gentleness is 

patience with difficult people.  Endurance with courage without gentleness can be 

harsh and tyrannical.  Gentleness treats difficult people kindly. 

11. V12. NET  sn At some point in Timothy's life, he publicly acknowledged Jesus as the resurrected 

Lord, perhaps either at his baptism or his ordination as a minister of the gospel. With this reminder of 
the historical moment of his good confession, Timothy is encouraged to remain steadfast in his faith 
and to finish his life as a minister in the same way it began (see G. W. Knight, Pastoral Epistles 
[NIGTC], 264–65). 
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12. V12. The discussion on eternal life and taking hold of it moderates the discussion on wealth.  

Eternal life and the holy pursuit of it puts worldly riches in perspective.  Desiring eternal life 

with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength should mollify a person’s greed and desire for 

money.  The idea is that of taking hold of the eternal life that lies ahead, not merely claiming 

the deposit of eternal life already possessed.  The charge is a future-oriented command.  We 

are to think about the final enjoyment of eternal life in heaven, and not merely ponder the 

spiritual life we have now. 

13. V12.  Fight the good fight of the faith.  “Faith” is modified with the definite article “the”.  

This suggests that while fighting the good fight is a metaphor for faithfulness, “the faith” 

cannot refer to faithfulness.  Otherwise the command is a tautology: “Be faithful to 

faithfulness.”  Rather Paul says something like: “Be faithful to the faith, to the apostolic faith 

of Jesus Christ.”  Therefore, while faithfulness is the subject of the command, the truth of 

Christianity is the object.  Timothy must be faithful to the truth.  Paul tells him how to be 

faithful to the truth.  Don’t be like the false teachers who wandered from the faith, but be 

faithful to the truth, the teaching, the deposit (1 Tim 2:4; 3:15; 4:3, 6:1, 20; 2 Tim 1:12, 14; 

Tit 1:9; 2:1).  The false teachers and their followers wandered from the faith.  Timothy and 

all other Christians should fight for the faith. 

14. V12. Notice how the language of athletic contest is used here.  It’s a potent metaphor for the 

Christian life, viewed in terms of faithfulness to Christ (1 Cor 9:24; 2 Tim 4:7).  This is 

important because it reminds us that both victory and defeat are possible outcomes in the 

struggle to run away from evil and to run to the good.  But we should not forget the nature of 

the contest.  It is a struggle, like a boxing or wrestling match, of good against evil, evil 

against good.  This is the spiritual cosmic struggle of God versus the devil, played out in the 

spiritual lives of people in the normal everyday life of the church.  The struggle is also one of 

not getting distracted or caught up with things contrary to your calling (2 Tim 2:4).  There is 

a possibility that Timothy may be caught up and ensnared in false doctrine, in immorality, or 

in spiritual dryness in his life as a Christian, even as a pastor, even in the church!  Thus this 

“athletic contest” is a perilous struggle against enemy forces (cf. Phil 1:30; Col 2:1; Heb 

12:1).  Thus the imagery applies both to athletes and soldiers.  What does it mean to fight the 

good fight of the faith (1 Tim 1:18; 2 Tim 4:7)?  First, the fight is good and not to be shunned 

as unimportant or distasteful.  To contend (to “agonize” which is the root of the word for 

fight) for sound doctrinal and practical teaching that is divinely revealed by God (recall the 

preceding context of 1 Timothy 6).  What does “the good confession” mean?  This is likely 

one of two things: (1) Timothy’s baptism and confession of faith in Christ he made at a 

young age as a new believer, or (2) Timothy’s confession of faith he made when he was set 

apart for ordination to gospel ministry in the presence of many witnesses (2 Tim 2:2). In both 

of these instances Timothy testified to his eternal life in Christ, so now Paul urges him to take 

hold of that eternal life of which Timothy confesses.  It is possible to possess eternal life but 

still not embrace and enjoy it.  To lay hold of eternal life is to embrace, enjoy, and life to the 

full the blessing of eternal life right now.  It is good confession, but it is also true and 

beautiful.  How wonderful is the good confession in a culture where many are opposed to the 

gospel of Christ.  The good confession naturally leads to the good fight of seeking to live in 

faithfulness to God’s calling and to your owning the good confession.  To do so is to heed his 

calling as a Christian and especially as a minister, since eternal life is first something we are 

called to and chosen for, and secondly something we choose.  The call comes first, then we 
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respond to the call with thankfulness, excitement, and renewed purpose (Rom 8:30).  To do 

so is to not become complacent in pursuing Christian virtues.  Imitate Paul as he imitated 

Jesus, disciplining his body to win the prize (1 Cor 9:24-27).  Faith in Christ begins the 

Christian life, but the ultimate hope and goal are always future (1 Tim 1:16; 6:19; Phil 3:13; 2 

Tim 4:8).  Therefore we must press on straining for what lies ahead lest we fail to compete 

and become disqualified. 

15. V12. Quotation: “Those who will get to heaven must fight their way thither…Eternal life is 

the crown proposed to us.  This we must lay hold on, as those that are afraid of coming short 

of it and losing it.  Lay hold, and take heed of losing your hold.” ~ Matthew Henry 

16. V12. Illustration: Picture Christian from Pilgrim’s Progress fighting the evil foe Apollyon.  

But picture more than that scene.  Picture the whole of Christian’s pilgrimage, for every 

opponent he meets presents him with a spiritual struggle.  Remember Nehemiah, who rebuilt 

the wall of Jerusalem with a trowel in one hand and fended off enemies with a sword in the 

other hand.  These are the tools God’s people must employ, sometimes simultaneously, in 

their service to God.  Serving God and others, building his kingdom with the one hand, and 

defending the truth and fighting off enemies with the other hand.  If we focus on the one 

while avoiding the other, we run the risks of neglecting service or losing what we have built 

to the opposition. 

17. V12. Application: This is a call to all those who have professed faith in Christ, and even to all 

those who have been baptized as children of believers.  For those who have professed faith, 

you have been called to continue in the struggle of good against evil.  You have been called 

to eternal life, not eternal death.  Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called.  Own 

it as your responsibility to live up to the calling of Christ to live as his disciple.  And to those 

who have yet to profess faith publicly but have been baptized into Christ and his church.  You 

have been set apart as holy, marked by God as his child.  You belong to him and all the 

promises God gives to his people are yours by birthright.  You are called to step up and step 

into your calling to make the good confession and take your place in the spiritual struggle of 

good versus evil. 

18. V13. NET sn Jesus' good confession was his affirmative answer to Pilate's question "Are you the 

king of the Jews?" (see Matt 27:11, Mark 15:2, Luke 23:3, John 18:33–37). 

19. V13. Finally Paul issues an apostolic charge to Timothy.  Evidently Paul feels the need to 

increase the level of solemnity of his commands to that of the charge.  He considers 

Timothy’s behavior that important.  Five times in 1 Timothy, Paul tells Timothy to charge or 

command others based on Timothy’s authority as their pastor representing God’s authority (1 

Tim 1:3; 4:11: 5:7, 21; 6:17).  But now Paul charges Timothy, in the presence of God the 

giver and sustainer of life, and Christ the faithful and true witness.  The historical nature of 

Christ’s good confession made before Pontius Pilate is the basis of Timothy’s confession (v. 

12; cf. Mt 27:11; Mk 15:2; Lk 23:3; Jn 18:33-37; 19:8-11).  Jesus’ confession of faith is the 

paradigm for the believer.  We make our good confession publicly in time and space.  It is a 

matter of historical record.  Sometimes making the good confession is a matter of 

maintaining faithfulness amid public pressure to be silent, waffle, or recant.  Making the 

good confession requires steadfastness in the face of opposition.  Confessing Christ publicly 
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requires courage, boldness, and a willingness to be slandered and belittled by men in order to 

win the greater commendation of God. 

a. Matthew 27:11  Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, 

"Are you the King of the Jews?" Jesus said, "You have said so." 

b. Mark 15:2 & Luke 23:3  And Pilate asked him, "Are you the King of the Jews?" And 

he answered him, "You have said so." 

c. John 18:37  Then Pilate said to him, "So you are a king?" Jesus answered, "You say 

that I am a king. For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the 

world--to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice." 

20. V13. Quotation: “Christ died not only as a sacrifice, but as a martyr; and he witnessed a good 

confession when he was arraigned before Pilate.  That good confession of his before Pilate, 

My kingdom is not of this world, should be effectual to draw off all his followers from the 

love of this world.” ~ Matthew Henry 

21. V14. “This command” primarily refers to Paul’s instruction to Timothy in verses 11-12 

(doctrinal, ethical, and spiritually experiential), but it does not exclude any of the instruction 

in this letter (or for that matter, includes the entire law of Christ).  Stott renders Paul’s words: 

“I charge you to obey your orders without fault or failure.”  Calvin’s sense is similar: 

“Discharge [your] office in a proper manner.”  This command is the beginning of Paul’s 

charge to Timothy.  How is Timothy to keep the command?  Well, he is to strive to keep it 

perfectly until the end!  Perfectly (without spot, stain, or blemish, and free from reproach), 

meaning sterling integrity before men (1 Cor 1:8; Phil 2:15-16; 1 Thess 3:13; 5:23).  Until 

the end (not for the duration of his ministry, or until he retires from public life, or even from 

work altogether, but until Jesus appears again), meaning until Timothy sees Jesus, either at 

the second coming of Christ (2 Tim 1:10; 4:1, 8: 2 Thess 2:8; Tit 2:13) or at Timothy’s death 

and homegoing to heaven. 

22. V14. Note the comings of Christ (first and second) are referred to as “appearances” or 

“epiphanies” in the Pastoral Epistles.  Manifest appearances or epiphanies were often used in 

Greco-Roman religious myths for the appearance of a god or savior.  An epiphany in the 

biblical sense is a future divine intervention in a particular historical moment (Mal 1:11; 4:2; 

Isa 60:1-3; Lk 1:78-79; Rev 1:7; cf. 2 Thess 2:8; 2 Tim 1:10; 4:1, 8; Tit 2:13).  It is real in 

every sense of the term.  Why the emphasis on the appearing of Christ?  Just as Jesus told 

parables about his return to stir a sense of urgency and therefore importance, Timothy’s 

charge to keep the commandment until Christ’s appearing underlines the urgency and 

importance of the commandment.  Timothy’s faithfulness to Jesus is at stake!  Thus he must 

be ready.  And so should we.  Always.  In contrast, the false teachers were not ready and 

didn’t think they needed to be ready for Christ’s future appearing because they believed and 

taught that Jesus had already appeared (2 Tim 2:18).  Paul contradicts this false teaching with 

the truth that salvation has begun but it is not yet complete.  This is why laying hold of 

eternal life, which has already begun, requires faithfulness now.  The conduct of God’s 

people requires responsible living in light of Christ’s two appearings (first and second) 
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between which we live the Christian life.  We live as Christ in light of his past, present, and 

future saving work (1 Tim 3:15-16; Tit 2:11-14; 1 Jn 2:28). 

23. V14. Quotation: “How many things does Satan constantly present to our eyes, which, but for 

this, would a thousand times draw us aside from the right course! I say nothing about fires, 

and swords, and banishments, and all time furious attacks of enemies. I say nothing about 

slanders and other vexations. How many things are within, that are far worse! Ambitious men 

openly attack us, Epicureans and Lucianists jeer at us, impudent men provoke us, hypocrites 

murmur at us, they who are wise after the flesh secretly bite us, we are harassed by various 

methods in every direction. In short, it is a great miracle that any man perseveres steadfastly 

in an office so difficult and so dangerous. The only remedy for all these difficulties is, to cast 

our eyes towards the appearing of Christ, and to keep them fixed on it continually.” ~ John 

Calvin 

24. V14. Quotation: “Believers might, indeed, be weakened in their faith, when they looked at 

present things. For, as to the great people in this world, what would they wish but to rise 

above the Church, and trample God under their feet? We see that they sport with religion as 

with a ball. We even see that they are deadly enemies of it, and that they persecute it with 

such rage that everybody is terrified at them. We see these things. Yet what shall be said of 

the children of God? They are pointed at with the finger, they are thought to be fools, so that 

what is said by the Prophet Isaiah is today fulfilled in us, that unbelievers reckon us to be 

monsters. (Isa 8:18). ‘What? These poor fools? What are they thinking about? What do they 

mean? We must live with the living, and howl with the wolves. They wish to be always in a 

state of perplexity. They speak of nothing but eternal life, and have no leisure for enjoyment.’ 

Thus it is that we are accounted fools and madmen by unbelievers. And Peter says, (2Pe 3:2-

4), that this must be fulfilled in us, as the prophet Isaiah had made the complaint in his time; 

Christians must experience the like in the present day.” ~ Fr. Ser, footnoted by John Calvin.  

Calvin quote above is clearly a contemporary update and commentary on this quote. 

25. Vv15-16. Considering the usual phrasing of “blessed” for Paul (except in the Pastorals), this 

is possibly a quotation from an early Christian hymn or baptismal rite.  But it is also possible 

that Paul’s exalted language here is a spontaneous burst of praise, dependent on OT themes 

and language, and as such was later adopted into Christian liturgy.  Paul’s vision of God the 

blessed one is absolutely magnificent.  Every word and phrase describes the transcendent and 

incomparable greatness of God, the one who is in total control and beyond any manipulation.  

No one in Scripture has a vision of God that transcends Paul’s.  He truly understands Jesus’s 

view of God Almighty.  What an evil is sin committed against such a God!  Here Paul 

emphasizes God’s transcendence, uniqueness, omnipotence, infinity and eternality, brilliance, 

and superiority.  Why does Paul break forth into the height of praise for God immediately 

after charging Timothy to keep the commandment before God?  Because Paul’s 

understanding of ethics (in this case pastoral ethical responsibilities) is rooted and grounded 

in the character of God.  God’s attributes are inherent but creaturely attributes are derived 

from God.  Nothing but an accurate and worshipful attitude toward God can empower a 

Christian to keep the commandment unstained and above reproach before God and men.  

Timothy faces opponents in the church to his ministry.  Opponents can be discouraging, but 

when we focus on the transcendence of God who is King of kings and Lord of lords, the 

threat of opponents is more clearly seen for how small it really is.  Note the title of “King of 
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kings and Lord of lords” is explicitly applied to Christ in Revelation 19:16 (cf. Dt 10:17; Ps 

136:3; Rev 17:14). 

a. Blessed and only Sovereign (Dt 6:4; Ps 41:133; Isa 40:12-31; Dan 4:35).  He is 

incomparably able to do as he pleases.  Beyond all interference by earthly powers. 

b. King of kings (Eze 26:7; Dan 2:37; Ezr 7:12).  As opposed to king Nebuchadnezzar’s 

blasphemous claim. 

c. Lord of lords (Dt 10:17; Ps 136:3).  As opposed to the Roman emperor cult and its 

blasphemous claim: “Caesar is Lord!” 

d. Alone has immortality (Ps 36:9; Isa 40:28; Dan 4:34).  God is not only immortal, but 

the foundation of never-ending life.  He is not subject to the changes wrought by time 

or death. 

e. Dwelling in unapproachable light (Ex 24:17; 34:35; Ps 104:2).  Creatures see all 

things by God’s light, yet its brilliance is too intense to approach.  He is inaccessible 

unless he reveals himself to us.  Darkness cannot overcome him, much less enter his 

presence in any form (falsehood, evil, spiritual wickedness). 

f. Unseen and unable to be seen (Ex 33:20; Dt 4:12; Isa 6:5).  Since God’s light is too 

brilliant to approach, he cannot be seen.  Thus God is invisible.  Humans have only 

seen his revealed glory in theophany and incarnation. 

g. Honor and eternal dominion (Neh 8:6; Ps 41:13; 72:19; 89:52).  Such a God is worthy 

of our praise in ascribing all honor and worth to him.  He is so powerful that is 

dominion in infinite and forever.  God’s attribute of omnipotence makes him worthy 

of worship and praise. 

26. Vv15-16. Doctrine. 

a. WLC 1:7  What is God? A. God is a Spirit, in and of himself infinite in being, glory, 

blessedness, and perfection; all-sufficient, eternal, unchangeable, incomprehensible, 

every where present, almighty, knowing all things, most wise, most holy, most just, 

most merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth. 

b. WCF 2:2  God hath all life, glory, goodness, blessedness, in and of Himself; and is 

alone in and unto Himself all-sufficient, not standing in need of any creatures which 

He hath made, not deriving any glory from them, but only manifesting His own glory 

in, by, unto, and upon them: He is the alone fountain of all being, of whom, through 

whom, and to whom are all things, and hath most sovereign dominion over them, to 

do by them, for them, or upon them whatsoever Himself pleaseth. In His sight all 

things are open and manifest; His knowledge is infinite, infallible, and independent 

upon the creature, so as nothing is to Him contingent, or uncertain. He is most holy in 

all His counsels, in all His works, and in all His commands. To Him is due from 

angels and men, and every other creature, whatsoever worship, service, or obedience 

He is pleased to require of them. 
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27. V15. If creation and the incarnation came to be on God’s timetable (Gen 1:1; Gal 4:4), then 

Christ’s return will be no different (v. 14).  The Greek word used for “time” is kairos, which 

means the appointed time or season.  It is in a sense time pregnant with meaning and 

significance.  God’s timetable is paramount because he is the blessed and only sovereign of 

the universe.  God is the high king and supreme lord.  He will complete our salvation 

promised before the world began (2 Tim 1:9; Tit 1:2) and inaugurated at his first appearance 

(1 Tim 2:6; Tit 1:3).  People tend to have more patience in waiting for something when they 

know the appointed time has not yet arrived.  Hence if Christians focus on the appearing of 

Christ when faced with difficulties, we can find renewed patience. 

28. V16. No one has seen God.  When he reveals himself, he is always shrouded in a visible 

form so as not to reveal his face, his form, his glory.  Of course God is a spirit and has not a 

body like men, so language that speaks of God’s form is preliminary, metaphorical, 

accommodating to human understanding and experience (Ex 24:11; 33:11, 17-23; Isa 6:1).  

God the Father is full of heavenly glory (Ps 104:2; Jn 1:18).  No created thing in heaven or 

on earth can compare.  His divine life far transcends our human experience and capacity, and 

his incommunicable attributes are so far above us, yet he desires to share his communicable 

attributes with his creation, especially his children.  God alone is immortal, in fact 

immortality is rooted and grounded in him, just as are all his attributes.  He lives in light so 

brilliant no one is able to approach him to see his unveiled glory.  No one has really and truly 

and fully seen him, and no one is able to see him.  His glory is too immense.  All honor 

belongs to him.  And he has dominion and rule over all things everywhere and for all time, 

for his is an eternal and forever dominion. (Note “honor” and “dominion” are combined in 

the doxology of Rev 5:13.)  And all God’s people said, “Amen!” 

29. Application: Why should Timothy, as a man of God (and by extension all Christians), obey 

the charge and command of Paul? (1) Because he should not be afraid, for the charge is given 

and received under God’s care, and he is the Giver and Sustainer of life (v. 13). (2) Because 

Jesus gave the good confession in word and deed when opposed by an enemy of the truth, 

thus becoming the faithful witness (v. 13). (3) Because he will receive his reward when Jesus 

returns in glory (vv. 14-15). 

 



1 Timothy 6:11-16 Brian M. Sandifer 

Heritage Presbyterian Church 18 9/25/2016 

7 Bibliography 

Calvin, John. 1 Timothy. 

Didache Bible 

ESV Literary Study Bible 

ESV Study Bible 

Hendriksen, William. 1 Timothy. NTC. 

Henry, Matthew. Commentary in One Volume. 

Hughes, R. Kent & Bryan Chapell. 1 & 2 Timothy and Titus. PTW. 

New Bible Commentary. 21st century ed. 

NIV Spirit of the Reformation Study Bible 

NIV Zondervan Study Bible 

NKJV Life Application Bible 

NKJV Orthodox Study Bible 

NLT Study Bible 

NRSV Harper Collins Study Bible 

Ryken, Philip Graham. 1 Timothy. REC. 

Stott, John R.W. The Message of 1 Timothy & Titus. BST. 

Wiersbe, Warren. 1 Timothy. Bible Exposition Commentary. Vol 2. 

 



Administering the Lord’s Supper 
9/25/2016 

 

• Words of Christ ordaining this institution (Mt 26:26-30; Mk 14:22-25; Lk 22:15-20; 1 Cor 11:23-32) 

o We’ve heard Paul’s charge to Timothy to obey his holy orders “unstained and free from reproach until the 

appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  And we’ve looked at how these holy orders are for all Christians: men 

and women, boys and girls.  God knows how we fail to keep this charge!  That is why he gave us Jesus, to die 

on the cross for sinners, and to rise from the death in resurrection life for sinners.  That is why Jesus gave us 

the Lord’s supper.  That we might proclaim the Lord’s death until his glorious appearing on the last day.  On 

that day all our running and standing will be over, and we will lay hold of our eternal life in all its fullness!  

But until that day comes, we continue to fight the good fight of the faith, returning again and again to the cross 

where we find forgiveness, strength, and hope to obey our holy orders.  Not to work for and earn an eternal 

life we do not yet possess, but to work out and enjoy the eternal life we already have received by the grace of 

God in Christ. 

o The bread and the cup are sacramental signs and seals of Jesus Christ the Great Confessor.  The bread signifies 

his body broken on the cross for you.  The cup signifies his blood shed on the cross for you.  When you eat the 

bread and drink of the cup, by faith you lay hold of your eternal life.  Brothers and sisters, Jesus doesn’t give 

us rotten eggs and bitter water at this meal, he gives us good things—tokens that sustain life and gladden the 

heart.  Because he is the Lord and giver of life, and he wants you to rejoice with all your heart in his spiritual 

presence here. 

• If you are one of God’s baptized children, having confessed your faith publicly, living a life of confession and 

repentance, and a member of any church where the gospel of Jesus is faithfully preached, then I welcome and 

encourage you to come to the Lord’s table.  Come and lay hold of Christ and his wonderful gifts. 

• Brief exhortation and fence the table (not baptized, not publically confessed the faith, not under the care and 

government of a particular branch of Christ’s Church) do not take the bread and wine, but instead take Christ— 

run from the sin that so easily entangles you and run toward Christ who sets sinners free.  Run, stand, and lay hold 

of Jesus and the eternal life he gives.  And if you take Christ today for the first time, please don’t leave this 

morning without telling someone about it. 

• Invitation to silent prayer for preparation (confess sin, acknowledge God’s love for you) 

• After allowing time for elders to come forward, close the silent prayer time with a brief prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And as they were eating, he took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to 

them, and said, "Take; this is my body." (Mark 14:22) 
o Reminder to hold the bread and eat together as a body since the one loaf represents Christ’s unified body. 

• Optional: read a scripture (Psalm 86:10-12) 

And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, and they all 

drank of it.  And he said to them, "This is my blood of the covenant, which is 

poured out for many.  Truly, I say to you, I will not drink again of the fruit of the 

vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God." (Mark 14:23-25) 
o Reminder to drink from the cup as you are ready since Jesus shed his blood to save you. 




