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Daniel 3:1-30 “But If Not” August 28, 2016 

NT Lesson: 1 Corinthians 10:1-14  Brian M. Sandifer 

The pressure to bow before false gods can be enormous, especially when faced with threats and the 

prospect that God will not miraculously deliver. God may choose to save, vindicate, and exalt in this life 

those who entrust their lives to him, but if not he will certainly walk with them through every trial. 

Introduction – Compromise can be a very good thing...sometimes. 

I. Abounding Idolatry 

A. Bad news for God’s people (vv. 1-6) 

Setting: exile in Babylon, the city that became the biblical paradigm of wickedness. King 

Nebuchadnezzar’s empire is impressively vast and glorious. God says he and his kingdom are “gold” 

compared to lesser kingdoms that would come later. So he made a giant gold statue (probably 

representing his god), set it up on a plain outside the city, and called for all the governing officials to 

prove their loyalty to his majesty. The test? Fall down before the golden image and pay homage. 

Translation: worship the idol. The price of noncompliance? Execution by cremation. 

B. What if everybody’s doing it? (v. 7) 

When the moment arrived to hit the floor, it seemed every single person fell in line with the king’s 

command! How could groupthink and herd morality become so comprehensive? Now the pressure to 

comply really begins to mount. Without conviction to the contrary, people naturally and easily change 

their beliefs and thereafter modify their behavior. Even when we know it’s wrong, we still tend to 

justify our actions by rationalizing that good will come of going along. 

II. Opposing Idolatry 

A. Quiet subversion vs. loud accusation (vv. 8-15) 

Three Jewish friends (Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego) didn’t make a public show of their 

noncompliance before the king. Their godly unassuming defiance contrasts with the jealous and 

boisterous protests of the Chaldeans, who are probably astrologers who work alongside the three 

accused in the royal court. Opposing idolatry means standing firm when everyone else is falling 

down, but it doesn’t require drawing attention to your subversion. As model subversives these three 

men show us how to oppose idolatry. Nebuchadnezzar still raged at them, even daring them to call on 

a god who might have the power to deliver them from the burning fiery furnace, but their calm 

composure demonstrated loud and clear they feared their God more than their king. 

B. A hard answer to an easy question (vv. 16-18) 

To a believer, the king’s question is easy if you remove all the external pressures. “Will you bow to 

this golden image that I set up?” Don’t worship other gods. Don’t bow down to idols. They didn’t 

even have to think about how to answer. But that was the easy part. The remarkable thing about their 

response is they didn’t feel the need to stop and consider how to soften their words. No diplomacy, no 

compromise. They know God will deliver them out of the king’s hand (escaping the temptation to 

worship other gods). And they believe Almighty God may even deliver them from the fire. “But if 

not,” they will still not bow the knee to worship the king’s idol. God strengthened them to give a hard 

answer to an easy question. 
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III. Defeating Idolatry 

A. By mitigating the danger through ridicule 

Chuckle at the repetition (governing officials, musical instruments, the image the king set up). Laugh 

at the irony (the king’s image is meant to control others, but he cannot control the image of his own 

face). Mock the mindless action (when the music plays, everyone falls on cue). Roll your eyes at the 

pomp masking the pomposity (dedication ceremony to stroke the king’s massive ego). 

B. By being faithful whatever the cost (vv. 19-23) 

Keeping the first and second commandments is worth dying for (and you might). How did these 

faithful men find the courage to pay such a steep price? Because they were faithful in the little things 

first, God strengthened them through small tests to prepare them for big tests (Dan 1). In turns out 

that refusal to pay homage subverts the idol’s power to crush integrity and suppress truth. Mother 

Teresa said, “Be faithful in small things because it is in them that your strength lies.” She understood 

Jesus who said, “Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set 

you over much” (Mt 25:21). This means getting serious about the nitty-gritty of God’s commands is 

like cultivating and sowing seed with a future harvest in mind. Pay careful attention now to the gentle 

promptings of the Holy Spirit and heed the call of repentance and new obedience. When you pay the 

cost to be faithful in small things, you train your heart to not compromise in big things. It will always 

cost you to be faithful, but consider the high cost of unfaithfulness. Consider the rewards and 

blessings you will miss. 

C. By receiving vindication from God and men (vv. 26-30) 

Nebuchadnezzar and his governing officials were watching the furnace to see what would happen to 

the three men. And they got the message. God had preserved his servants because they had been 

faithful not to betray their God. Their total and complete deliverance from the fire was God’s seal of 

approval. God always vindicates his faithful servants—mysteriously in this life but obviously in the 

next. But that is not all. The king and his men undermine idolatry when they publicly vindicate God’s 

servants. And so Nebuchadnezzar issued a new decree, in effect neutralizing the danger of state-

compelled idolatry, and promotes Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Earning vindication from men 

also has the effect of defeating idolatry. 

D. By expecting to walk with the Fourth Man (vv. 24-25) 

“Images” are everywhere in this story. The golden image is mentioned 11 times. And yet there is a 

glimmer of the true image of God in this story. The fourth man, God’s “angel,” who appeared in the 

midst of the fiery furnace with God’s servants, walking with them and protecting them from the fire, 

looked to the king like “a son of the gods.” You absolutely need the Son of God, the Fourth Man, to 

walk with you through your trials and temptations, to give you strength to resist serving other gods 

and to resist the pressure to pay them homage. 

Conclusion – As hot as Nebuchadnezzar’s furnace was, the cross of Christ was a crucible infinitely 

hotter. Jesus, faithful to the end, died alone on the cross. The furnace of God’s wrath against idolatry 

consumed him, but three days later God raised his Son from the dead because Jesus bowed before no 

other gods and trusted instead his heavenly Father. Now Jesus lives to walk with God’s servants through 

their fiery trials (Isa 43:1-3a). He opposed and defeated every idolatry that abounds in this world. And so 

can you through him. Actually you must or this world will eat you alive with all its pressures to worship 

other gods. Remember the four tools to defeat idolatry. (1) Ridicule it. (2) Decide now to pay the price of 

faithfulness. (3) Look forward to vindication. (4) Expect Christ to walk with you and deliver you through 

the fire. 
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Verse Aramaic Literal Translation Textual Notes 

Dan 3:1 !yTiêvi !yMiäa; ‘HmeWr bh;êd>-yDI) ~leäc. ‘db;[] aK'ªl.m; rC;än<d>k;Wbn 
`lb,(B' tn:ßydIm.Bi ar"êWD t[;äq.biB. ‘Hmeyqia] tvi_ !yMiäa; HyEßt'P. 

King Nebuchadnezzar made an 
image of gold—its height sixty 
cubits, its breadth six cubits.  He 
set it up on the plain of Dura in 
the providence of Babylon. 

 

Dan 3:2 aY"ån:g>si aY"³n:P.r>D:v.x;a]l;( Ÿvn:åk.mil. xl;³v. aK'‡l.m; rC;än<d>k;Wbn>W 
 ynEåjol.vi lkoßw> ayEëT'p.Ti ‘aY"r:b.t'D> aY"Ür:b.d"’g> •aY"r:z>G"r>d:a] at'‡w"x]p;W* 
`aK'(l.m; rC;în<d>k;Wbn> ~yqEßh] yDIï am'êl.c; tK;änUx]l; ‘atemel. at'_n"ydI)m. 

Then King Nebuchadnezzar sent 
to gather the satraps, the 
prefects, and the governors, the 
counselors, the treasurers, the 
judges, the police officers, and all 
the provincial high officials to 
come to the dedication of the 
image that King Nebuchadnezzar 
had set up. 

NET tn Aram "Nebuchadnezzar 

the king." The proper name and 
title have been replaced by the 
relative pronoun ("he") in the 
translation for stylistic reasons.  

Dan 3:3 aY"år:z>G"r>d:a] at'‡w"x]p;W* aY"ån:g>si aY"³n:P.r>D:v.x;a] !yvi‡N>K;t.mi( !yId:‡aB 
 tK;änUx]l; at'ên"ydI)m. ynEåjol.vi ‘lkow> ayE©T'p.Ti aY"÷r:b.t'’D> •aY"r:b.d"g> 
 Î‘!ymiy>q")w>Ð ¿!ymia]q'w>À aK'_l.m; rC;än<d>k;Wbn> ~yqEßh] yDIï am'êl.c; 

`rC;(n<d>k;Wbn> ~yqEßh] yDIï am'êl.c; lbeäq\l' 

Then the satraps, the prefects, 
and the governors, the 
counselors, the treasurers, the 
judges, the police officers, and all 
the provincial high officials 
assembled for the dedication of 
the image that Nebuchadnezzar 
the king had set up, and they 
arose before the image that 
Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 

 

Dan 3:4 `aY")n:V'liw> aY"ßM;au aY"ëm;m.[;( ‘!yrIm.a'( !AkÜl. lyIx"+b. arEåq' az"ßArk'w> And the herald proclaimed with 
power, “You all are commanded, 
O peoples, nations, and 
languages, 

NET tn According to BDB 1097 

s.v. zArK' the Aramaic word 

used here is a Greek loanword, 
but other scholars have argued 
instead for a Persian derivation 

(HALOT 1902 s.v. *zArK'). 
Dan 3:5 ¿sArt'yqiÀ at'yqiArv.m;û an"år>q; lq"å !W[‡m.v.ti-yDI) an"³D"[iB 

 !WlÜP.Ti ar"+m'z> ynEåz> lkoßw> hy"ën>Poæm.Ws ‘!yrITen>s;P. ak'ÛB.s; ÎsAr’t.q;Ð 
at the time you that you hear the 
sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, 
trigon, harp, bagpipe, and all 

 



Daniel 3:1-30 Brian M. Sandifer 

Heritage Presbyterian Church 2 8/21/2016 

Verse Aramaic Literal Translation Textual Notes 

`aK'(l.m; rC;în<d>k;Wbn> ~yqEßh] yDIï ab'êh]D: ~l,c,äl. ‘!WdG>s.tiw> kinds of music, you fall and pay 
homage to the image of gold that 
Nebuchadnezzar the king has set 
up. 

Dan 3:6 ar"ßWn !WTïa;-aAg*l. ameêr>t.yI at'ä[]v;-HB; dGU+s.yIw> lPeÞyI al'î-yDI-!m;W 
`aT'(d>qI)y" 

And whoever does not fall and 
pay homage will immediately be 
cast in the midst of the burning 
furnace of fire.” 

 

Dan 3:7 •an"r>q; lq"å aY"³m;m.[;-lK'( !y[iäm.v'( ydIåK. an"³m.zI-HBe hn"³D> lbeäq\-lK 
 ynEåz> lkoßw> !yrIêjen>s;P. ‘ak'B.f; ÎsArÜt.q;Ð ¿srot'yqiÀ at'øyqiAr’v.m; 

 ab'êh]D: ~l,c,äl. ‘!ydIg>s'( aY"©n:V'liw> aY"åm;au aY"÷m;m.[;(-lK'( !yli’p.n") ar"+m'z> 
`aK'(l.m; rC;în<d>k;Wbn> ~yqEßh] yDIï 

Therefore, at the appointed time 
when all the peoples heard the 
sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, 
trigon, harp, bagpipe, and all 
kinds of music, all the peoples, 
nations, and languages fell and 
paid homage to the image of gold 
that Nebuchadnezzar the king set 
up. 

The beginning of this verse is 
very awkward to translate into 
English. 

Dan 3:8 Wlk;îa]w: !yai_D"f.K; !yrIåb.GU WbrIßq. an"ëm.zI-HBe ‘hn"D> lbeÛq\-lK 
`ayE)d"Why> yDIï !Ahßycer>q; 

Therefore, at the appointed time 
certain Chaldeans approached 
and ate the pieces of the Jews. 

NET tn Aram "ate the pieces of." 

This is a rather vivid idiom for 
slander.  

Dan 3:9 `yyI)x/ !ymiîl.['l. aK'Þl.m; aK'_l.m; rC;Þn<d>k;Wbn>li !yrIêm.a'äw> ‘An[] They answered and said to 
Nebuchadnezzar the king, “O 
king, live forever! 

 

Dan 3:10 lq"å [m;‡v.yI-yDI) vn"³a/-lk' yDIå è~[eJ. T'm.f'ä éaK'l.m; ÎT.n>a:åÐ ¿hT'n>a;À 
 ‘!yrITen>s;p. ak'ÛB.f; ÎsAr’t.q;Ð ¿srot'yqiÀ at'yqirov.m;û an"år>q; 

`ab'(h]D: ~l,c,îl. dGUßs.yIw> lPeîyI ar"+m'z> ynEåz> lkoßw> Îhy"ën>PoæWsw>Ð ¿hy"n>Poysiw>À 

You, O king, have made a 
command that every man who 
hears the sound of horn, pipe, 
lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and all 
kinds of music must fall and pay 
homage to the image of gold. 

 

Dan 3:11 `aT'(d>qI)y" ar"ßWn !WTïa;-aAg*l. ame§r>t.yI dGU+s.yIw> lPeÞyI al'î-yDI-!m;W And whoever does not fall and 
pay homage will be cast into the 
midst of a burning furnace of fire. 

 

Dan 3:12 tn:åydIm. ‘td:ybi[]-l[; ‘!Aht.y" t'yNIÜm;-yDI) !yI©ad"Why> !yrIåb.GU yt;úya 
 ¿%yIl;[]À Wm)f'’-al' %Leªai aY"år:b.GU Ag=n> dbeä[]w: %v;Þyme %r:ïd>v; lb,êB' 
 ~l,c,ól.W !yxiêl.p' al'ä Î‘%h'l'ale(Ð ¿%yIh;l'aleÀ ~[eêj. ‘aK'l.m; Î%l'Û[]Ð 

There are certain Jews whom you 
have appointed over the 
administration of the province of 
Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego.  These men do 
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`!ydI)g>s' al'î T'm.yqEßh] yDIï ab'²h]D: not set you above, O king; the 
command of your gods they do 
not pay reverence and to the 
image of gold that you set up 
they do not pay homage.” 

Dan 3:13 %r:ïd>v;l. hy"ët'y>h;l. ‘rm;a] hm'êx]w: zg:år>Bi ‘rC;n<d>k;Wbn> !yId:ÜaB 
`aK'(l.m; ~d"ïq\ Wyt'Þyhe %Leêai aY"år:b.GU ‘!yI“d:aBe Ag=n> dbeä[]w: %v;Þyme 

Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious 
rage commanded Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego to 
come.  Then they brought these 
men before the king. 

NET tn Aram "in anger and 

wrath"; NASB "in rage and 
anger." The expression is a 
hendiadys. 

Dan 3:14 Ag=n> dbeä[]w: %v;Þyme %r:ïd>v; aD"§c.h; !Ahêl. rm;äa'w> ‘rC;n<d>k;bu(n> hnEÜ[' 
 al'î tm,yqEßh] yDIï ab'²h]D: ~l,c,ól.W !yxiêl.P'( ‘!Akyteyai( al'Û yh;ªl'ale( 

`!ydI)g>s'( 

Nebuchadnezzar answered and 
said to them, “Is it true, O 
Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, that you do not pay 
reverence to my gods and to the 
image of gold that I set up you do 
not pay homage? 

 

Dan 3:15 an"år>q; lq"å !W[‡m.v.ti-yDI) an"³D"[ib. yDIå !ydIªyti[] !Akåyteyai( !heó ![;úK 
 hy"÷n>Po’m.Wsw> •!yrITen>s;P. ak'‡B.f; ÎsAråt.q;Ð ¿srot'yqiÀ at'äyqiArv.m; 

 al'ä ‘!hew> ètdEb.[;-ydI) am'äl.c;l. é!WdG>s.tiw> !WlåP.Ti ar"ªm'z> ynEåz> Ÿlkoåw> 
 aT'_d>qI)y" ar"ßWn !WTïa;-aAg*l. !Amêr>t.ti ht'ä[]v;-HB; !WdêG>s.ti 

`yd")y>-!mi !Akßn>biz>yve(y> yDEï Hl'êa/ aWhå-!m;W 

Now if you are ready that at the 
appointed time when you hear 
the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, 
trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every 
kind of music, you fall and pay 
homage to the image that I have 
made.  But if you do not pay 
homage, you shall immediately 
be cast into the midst of a 
burning furnace of fire.  And who 
is the god who will deliver you out 
of my hand?” 

 

Dan 3:16 rC;ên<d>k;Wb)n> aK'_l.m;l. !yrIßm.a'w> Agën> dbeä[]w: ‘%v;yme %r:Üd>v; An©[] 
`%t'(Wbt'h]l; ~g"ßt.Pi hn"±D>-l[; hn"x.n:ôa] !yxi’v.x;-al'( 

Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego answered and said to 
the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we 
do not need to answer above this 
word. 

NET tc In the MT this word is 
understood to begin the following 
address ("answered and said to 
the king, 'O Nebuchadnezzar'"). 
However, it seems unlikely that 
Nebuchadnezzar's subordinates 
would address the king in such a 
familiar way, particularly in light of 
the danger that they now found 
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themselves in. The present 
translation implies moving the 
atnach from "king" to 
"Nebuchadnezzar." 

Dan 3:17 an"t:+Wbz"yvel. lkiÞy" !yxiêl.p'( an"x.n:åa]-yDI) ‘an"“h;l'a/ yt;ªyai !he 
`bzI)yvey> aK'Þl.m; %d"ïy>-!miW aT'²d>qI)y" ar"ôWn !WT’a;-!mi 

If this is so, our God to whom we 
pay reverence is able to deliver 
us from the burning furnace of 
fire, and from your hand, O king, 
he will deliver. 

NET tn The Aramaic expression 
used here is very difficult to 
interpret. The question concerns 

the meaning and syntax of yt;yai 
('itay, "is" or "exist"). There are 
several possibilities. (1) Some 
interpreters take this word closely 
with the participle later in the 

verse lkiy" (yakhil, "able"), 

understanding the two words to 
form a periphrastic construction 
("if our God is…able"; cf. H. 
Bauer and P. Leander, 
Grammatik des Biblisch-
Aramäischen, 365, §111b). But 
the separation of the two 
elements from one another is not 
an argument in favor of this 
understanding. (2) Other 
interpreters take the first part of v. 
17 to mean "If it is so, then our 
God will deliver us" (cf. KJV, 
ASV, RSV, NASB). However, the 
normal sense of 'itay is existence; 
on this point see F. Rosenthal, 
Grammar, 45, §95. The present 
translation maintains the sense of 
existence for the verb ("If our 
God…exists"), even though the 
statement is admittedly difficult to 
understand in this light. The 
statement may be an implicit 
reference back to 
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Nebuchadnezzar's comment in v. 
15, which denies the existence of 
a god capable of delivering from 
the king's power. 

Dan 3:18 ¿an"y>t;yaiÀ-al' ‘%yIh'l'ale( yDIÜ aK'_l.m; %l'Þ-awEh/l, [:ydIïy> al'ê !heäw> 
`dGU)s.nI al'î T'm.yqEßh] yDIï ab'²h]D: ~l,c,ól.W !yxiêl.p'( Îan"t:åyaiÐ 

But if not, be it known to you, O 
king, that to your gods we will not 
pay reverence and to the image 
of gold that you set up we will not 
pay homage.” 

 

Dan 3:19 ¿WNT;v.a,À ‘yhi“APn>a; ~leÛc.W am'ªx/ yliäm.t.hi rC;øn<d>k;Wbn> !yId:’aB 
 azEåmel. ‘rm;a'w> hnEÜ[' Ag=n> dbeä[]w: %v;Þyme %r:ïd>v;-l[; ÎyNIëT;v.a,Ð 

`HyE)z>mel. hzEßx] yDIï l[;² h['êb.vi-dx;’ an"ëWTa;l. 

Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled 
with rage, and the image of his 
face was changed against 
Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego.  He answered and 
said to make the furnace seven 
times hot over that which is 
customary to make hot. 

NET tn Aram "the appearance of 

his face was altered"; cf. NLT "his 
face became distorted with rage"; 
NAB "[his] face became livid with 
utter rage." 

Dan 3:20 %r:ïd>v;l. ht'êP'k;l. ‘rm;a] Hleêy>x;b. yDIå ‘lyI“x;-yrEB'(GI !yrIÜb.gUl.W 
`aT'(d>qI)y" ar"ßWn !WTïa;l. ame§r>mil. Ag=n> dbeä[]w: %v;Þyme 

And he commanded for men of 
strength of his army to bind 
Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego to cast them into the 
burning furnace of fire. 

 

Dan 3:21 ¿!AhyveyJiP;À ‘!AhyleB'r>s;B. ‘Wt“piK. %Leªai aY"år:b.GU !yId:øaB 
 ar"ßWn !WTïa;-aAg*l. wymi§r>W !Ah+yvebul.W !Ahßt.l'B.r>k;w> Î!AhêyveJ.P;Ð 

`aT'(d>qI)y" 

Then these men were bound in 
their cloaks, pants, turbans, and 
garments, and cast into the midst 
of the burning furnace of fire. 

 

Dan 3:22 hzEåae an"ßWTa;w> hp'êc.x.m; ‘aK'l.m; tL;Ûmi yDIú-!mi hn"©D> lbeäq\-lK' 
 Agën> dbeä[]w: ‘%v;yme %r:Üd>v;l. ‘Wq“Sih; yDIÜ %Leªai aY"år:b.GU ar"yTi_y: 

`ar")Wn yDIï ab'Þybiv. !AMêhi lJiäq; 

Because the king’s word was so 
severe and the furnace was 
made surpassingly hot, the flame 
of the fire killed these men who 
took up Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego. 

 

Dan 3:23 Wlp;²n> Ag=n> dbeä[]w: %v;Þyme %r:ïd>v; !AhêTel'äT. ‘%Leai aY"Ür:b.gUw> 
 `!yti(P.k;m. aT'Þd>qiy") ar"ïWn-!WTa;-aAg*l. 

And these three men, Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, fell into 
the midst of the burning furnace 
of fire while bound. 

 

Dan 3:24 rm;øa'w> hnE’[' hl'_h'B.t.hiB. ~q"åw> Hw:ßT. aK'êl.m; rC;än<d>k;Wbn> ‘!yI“d:a Then Nebuchadnezzar the king  
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 !ytiêP.k;m. ‘ar"Wn-aAgl. an"ymeÛr> at'øl'T. !yrI’b.gU •al'h] yhiArªb.D")h;l. 
`aK'(l.m; ab'ÞyCiy: aK'êl.m;l. ‘!yrIm.a'w> !yIn:Ü[' 

was startled and arose in haste.  
He answered and said to his 
counselors, “Weren’t there three 
men we cast into the midst of the 
fire while still bound?”  They 
answered and said to the king, 
“True, O king.” 

Dan 3:25 !ykiäl.h.m; ‘!yI“r:v. h['ªB.r>a; !yrIåb.GU hzE÷x' hn"’a]-ah'( rm;ªa'w> hnEå[ 
 ¿ay"['ybir>À yDIå ‘HwErEw> !Ah+B. yt;äyai-al' lb'Þx]w: ar"êWn-aAg*B. 

`!yhi(l'a/-rb;l. hmeÞD" Îha'ê['ybir>)Ð 

He answered and said, “Behold, I 
see four men unbound, walking in 
the midst of the fire, and there is 
no injury to them; and the 
appearance of the fourth is like a 
son of the gods.” 

 

Dan 3:26 hnEå[' èaT'd>qI)y" ar"åWn !WTåa; é[r:t.li rC;ªn<d>k;Wbn> brEåq. !yId:øaB 
 ¿ay"L'[iÀ ah'îl'a/-yDI) yhiAd±b.[; Ag°n>-dbe[]w: %v;óyme %r:’d>v; rm;ªa'w> 
 Agàn> dbeî[]w: %v;²yme %r:ïd>v; !yqiªp.n") !yId:åaBe At+a/w< WqPuä Îha'ÞL'[iÐ 

`ar")Wn aAGð-!mi 

Then Nebuchadnezzar 
approached the door of the 
burning furnace of fire and 
answered and said, “Shadrach, 
Meshach, Abednego, servants of 
the Most High God, come out and 
come here.”  Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego came 
forth out of the midst of the fire. 

 

Dan 3:27 !yIz:åx' èaK'l.m; yrEåb.D"h;w> éat'w"x]p;W aY"ån:g>si aY"ùn:P.r>D:v.x;a] !yviN>K;t.mi(W 
 ‘!Ahv.arE) r[;Ûf.W !Ahªm.v.g<B. ar"øWn jle’v.-al'( •yDI %Le³ai aY"år:b.gUl. 
`!Ah)B. td"ß[] al'î rWnë x:yrEåw> An=v. al'ä !AhßyleB'r>s'w> %r:êx't.hi al'ä 

And the satraps, prefects, and 
governors and high officials of the 
king gathered and saw these 
men who the fire had not had 
power over them.  The hair of 
their heads was not singed and 
their cloaks were not changed 
and not smell of fire had come 
upon them. 

 

Dan 3:28 ‘%v;yme %r:Üd>v;-yDI) ‘!Ahh]l'a/ %yrIÜB. rm;ªa'w> rC;øn<d>k;Wb)n> hnE’[' 
 WcxiÞr>t.hi yDIï yhiAdêb.[;l. bzIåyvew> ‘Hkea]l.m; xl;Ûv.-yDI) Agën> dbeä[]w: 
 yDIû Î!Ahªm.v.g<Ð ¿!Ahymev.g<À Wbh;äywI wyNIëv; ‘aK'l.m; tL;ÛmiW yhiAl+[] 

`!Ah)h]l'(ale !heÞl' Hl'êa/-lk'l. ‘!WdG>s.yI-al'(w> !WxÜl.p.yI-al'( 

Nebuchadnezzar answered and 
said, “Blessed be the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, who has sent his 
angel and delivered his servants 
who trusted in him, and the word 
of the king has changed, and 
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Verse Aramaic Literal Translation Textual Notes 

have given their bodies rather 
than pay reverence, and have not 
paid homage to any god except 
their God. 

Dan 3:29 ¿hl'veÀ rm;ÛayE-yDI) !V'ªliw> hM'øau ~[;’-lk' •yDI è~[ej. ~yfiä éyNImiW 
 !ymiäD"h; aAgën> dbeä[]w: ‘%v;yme %r:Üd>v;-yDI) !Ahªh]l'a/ l[;ä Î‘Wlv'Ð 
 hl'äa/ ‘yt;yai al'Û yDIå lbeªq\-lK' hWE+T;v.yI yliäw"n> HteÞy>b;W dbeê[]t.yI 

`hn")d>Ki hl'ÞC'h;l. lKuîyI-yDI) !r"êx\a' 

For this reason I have made a 
command that any people, 
nation, or language that speaks 
anything against the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego shall be dismembered, 
and their house shall be made a 
refuse heap, because there is not 
another god who is able to 
rescue like this.” 

 

Dan 3:30 tn:ïydIm.Bi Agàn> dbeî[]w: %v;²yme %r:ïd>v;l. xl;²c.h; aK'ªl.m; !yId:åaB 
`lb,(B' 

Then the king promoted 
Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego in the province of 
Babylon. 
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2 Exegetical Outline (verse summary) – Daniel 3:1-30 

V1. King Nebuchadnezzar made a gold image that was 90 feet tall and 9 feet wide, and then set 

it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. 

V2. Then King Nebuchadnezzar summoned the satraps, prefects, governors, counselors, 

treasurers, justices, magistrates, and all provincial officials to his image dedication ceremony. 

V3. All whom King Nebuchadnezzar summoned gathered for the image dedication ceremony 

and stood before the image. 

V4. Then the herald proclaimed aloud a command to all the peoples, nations, and languages 

present. 

V5. The herald commanded that all must fall before the golden image that King Nebuchadnezzar 

set up, and they must pay homage to it as soon as they hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, 

trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music. 

V6. The herald proclaimed that whoever does not fall before the image and pay homage to it 

shall immediately be thrown into the burning fiery furnace. 

V7. So when all the peoples heard the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and 

every kind of music, they complied by falling before and paying homage to the golden image 

that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 

V8. At that time certain Chaldean men came forward and maliciously accused the Jews. 

V9. These Chaldean men approached King Nebuchadnezzar with the standard courtly greeting 

that hoped the king might live forever. 

V10. The Chaldean men reminded the king of his decree that every man who hears the sound of 

the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music must fall and pay homage to 

the golden image. 

V11. The Chaldean men reminded the king of the penalty for noncompliance—to be thrown into 

the burning fiery furnace. 

V12. Then the Chaldean men informed the king that certain Jewish men (Shadrach, Meshach, 

and Abednego) whom the king appointed over the affairs of Babylon province ignore the king’s 

decree by not serving the king’s gods nor paying homage to the golden image the king set up. 

V13. So Nebuchadnezzar, hot with rage, ordered Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought 

to him, so the Chaldean men brought them before the king. 

V14. Nebuchadnezzar asked Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego if it is true that they do not serve 

the kings gods nor pay homage to the golden image he had set up. 
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V15. The king gave the Jewish men one more opportunity to fall before and pay homage to the 

image he had made when the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind 

of music would begin again; the king reminded them of the punishment if they do not pay 

homage—to be thrown into the burning fiery furnace—and asked them who is the god who will 

deliver them out of the king’s hand. 

V16. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego told the king they don’t need to answer with obedience 

to him. 

V17. They explained that if the cost of disobeying the king was death, then their God is able to 

deliver them from the furnace and out of the hand of the king. 

V18. They concluded by declaring to the king that even if God did not save them, they would 

never serve the king’s gods or pay homage to the golden image he set up. 

V19. At this reply Nebuchadnezzar was filled with fury and his facial expression to them was no 

longer friendly as he ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter than usual. 

V20. The king ordered some of his strong soldiers to tied up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 

and then throw them into the fiery furnace. 

V21. So the three men, wearing their cloaks, tunics, turbans, and other garments, were tied up 

and thrown into the fiery furnace. 

V22. Since the king’s command was urgent and the furnace was so overheated, the fire’s flame 

killed the strong solders who took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 

V23. The three tied-up men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell into the fiery furnace. 

V24. Then King Nebuchadnezzar sprang to his feet in astonishment, asking his counselors 

whether or not they threw three tied-up men into the fire, to which they replied yes. 

V25. He replied that he now saw four men unbound and unhurt walking around in the fire, and 

that the fourth man looks like a son of the gods. 

V26. The Nebuchadnezzar approached the furnace door and called out by name to Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego, commanding these servants of God Most High to come and out and 

come to him, and so they did. 

V27. Then the satraps, prefects, governors and the king’s high officials came together to see how 

the fire had not had any power over the men’s bodies—unsinged hair, unharmed cloaks, and no 

smell of fire on them! 

V28. Nebuchadnezzar blessed the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego who had sent his 

angel to deliver his servants who trusted in their God by setting aside the king’s command and 

gave over their own bodies rather than serving and paying homage to any other god except their 

God. 
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V29. Therefore the king decreed that since no other god is able to rescue like this, any people, 

nation, or language that speaks anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 

shall incur this punishment—to be torn apart and have their house torn down 

V30. Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the province of Babylon. 
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3 Exegetical Outline (full) – Daniel 3:1-30 

I. The rulers of the empire bow before Nebuchadnezzar’s image of gold (vv. 1-7). 

a. King Nebuchadnezzar’s image of gold to which all rulers of the Babylonian empire 

are summoned to bow and pay homage (vv. 1-2). 

i. V1. King Nebuchadnezzar made a gold image that was 90 feet tall and 9 feet 

wide, and then set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. 

ii. V2. Then King Nebuchadnezzar summoned the satraps, prefects, governors, 

counselors, treasurers, justices, magistrates, and all provincial officials to his 

image dedication ceremony. 

b. All rulers gather and bow to pay homage to Nebuchadnezzar’s image of gold (vv. 3-

7). 

i. V3. All whom King Nebuchadnezzar summoned gathered for the image 

dedication ceremony and stood before the image. 

ii. V4. Then the herald proclaimed aloud a command to all the peoples, nations, 

and languages present. 

iii. V5. The herald commanded that all must fall before the golden image that 

King Nebuchadnezzar set up, and they must pay homage to it as soon as they 

hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of 

music. 

iv. V6. The herald proclaimed that whoever does not fall before the image and 

pay homage to it shall immediately be thrown into the burning fiery furnace. 

v. V7. So when all the peoples heard the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, 

harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, they complied by falling before and 

paying homage to the golden image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 

II. By faith, the Jewish officials choose the penalty of disobeying the king rather than serve 

other gods (vv. 8-23). 

a. The king discovers and summons certain Jewish officials who disobey his order to 

bow and pay homage to his image of gold (vv. 8-13). 

i. V8. At that time certain Chaldean men came forward and maliciously accused 

the Jews. 

ii. V9. These Chaldean men approached King Nebuchadnezzar with the standard 

courtly greeting that hoped the king might live forever. 
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iii. V10. The Chaldean men reminded the king of his decree that every man who 

hears the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of 

music must fall and pay homage to the golden image. 

iv. V11. The Chaldean men reminded the king of the penalty for 

noncompliance—to be thrown into the burning fiery furnace. 

v. V12. Then the Chaldean men informed the king that certain Jewish men 

(Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego) whom the king appointed over the affairs 

of Babylon province ignore the king’s decree by not serving the king’s gods 

nor paying homage to the golden image the king set up. 

vi. V13. So Nebuchadnezzar, hot with rage, ordered Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego be brought to him, so the Chaldean men brought them before the 

king. 

b. The king’s failed attempt to garner compliance from his Jewish officials who refuse to 

obey the king out of their commitment to worship only their own God (vv. 14-18). 

i. V14. Nebuchadnezzar asked Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego if it is true 

that they do not serve the kings gods nor pay homage to the golden image he 

had set up. 

ii. V15. The king gave the Jewish men one more opportunity to fall before and 

pay homage to the image he had made when the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, 

trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music would begin again; the king 

reminded them of the punishment if they do not pay homage—to be thrown 

into the burning fiery furnace—and asked them who is the god who will 

deliver them out of the king’s hand. 

iii. V16. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego told the king they don’t need to 

answer with obedience to him. 

iv. V17. They explained that if the cost of disobeying the king was death, then 

their God is able to deliver them from the furnace and out of the hand of the 

king. 

v. V18. They concluded by declaring to the king that even if God did not save 

them, they would never serve the king’s gods or pay homage to the golden 

image he set up. 

c. The angry king punishes his disobedient Jewish officials by throwing them into a 

superheated fiery furnace (vv. 19-23). 

i. V19. At this reply Nebuchadnezzar was filled with fury and his facial 

expression to them was no longer friendly as he ordered the furnace heated 

seven times hotter than usual. 
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ii. V20. The king ordered some of his strong soldiers to tied up Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego and then throw them into the fiery furnace. 

iii. V21. So the three men, wearing their cloaks, tunics, turbans, and other 

garments, were tied up and thrown into the fiery furnace. 

iv. V22. Since the king’s command was urgent and the furnace was so 

overheated, the fire’s flame killed the strong solders who took up Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego. 

v. V23. The three tied-up men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell into the 

fiery furnace. 

III. God delivered his faithful servants from the fire, and so the king decreed legal 

punishment for those who oppose the God who delivered his servants (vv. 24-30). 

a. The king and all the empire’s rulers discover that God delivered the three men from 

the fire (vv. 24-28). 

i. V24. Then King Nebuchadnezzar sprang to his feet in astonishment, asking 

his counselors whether or not they threw three tied-up men into the fire, to 

which they replied yes. 

ii. V25. He replied that he now saw four men unbound and unhurt walking 

around in the fire, and that the fourth man looks like a son of the gods. 

iii. V26. The Nebuchadnezzar approached the furnace door and called out by 

name to Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, commanding these servants of 

God Most High to come and out and come to him, and so they did. 

iv. V27. Then the satraps, prefects, governors and the king’s high officials came 

together to see how the fire had not had any power over the men’s bodies—

unsinged hair, unharmed cloaks, and no smell of fire on them! 

v. V28. Nebuchadnezzar blessed the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 

who had sent his angel to deliver his servants who trusted in their God by 

setting aside the king’s command and gave over their own bodies rather than 

serving and paying homage to any other god except their God. 

b. The king made a decree that all his empire must not speak anything against the God 

who delivered his servants from the fire, and then he promoted the three officials (vv. 

29-30). 

i. V29. Therefore the king decreed that since no other god is able to rescue like 

this, any people, nation, or language that speaks anything against the God of 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego shall incur this punishment—to be torn 

apart and have their house torn down. 
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ii. V30. Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the 

province of Babylon. 
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4 Exegetical Outline (abbreviated) – Daniel 3:1-30 

Exegetical Proposition: King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold and set it up for all his 

empire’s ruling officials to gather together in order to bow down and pay homage to it, but three 

faithful Jewish ruling officials refused to comply so the king angrily threw them into a fiery 

furnace.  When God delivered the three men from the fire, the king was so impressed he exalted 

them and their God. 

I. The rulers of the empire bow before Nebuchadnezzar’s image of gold (vv. 1-7). 

a. King Nebuchadnezzar’s image of gold to which all rulers of the Babylonian empire 

are summoned to bow and pay homage (vv. 1-2). 

b. All rulers gather and bow to pay homage to Nebuchadnezzar’s image of gold (vv. 3-

7). 

II. By faith, the Jewish officials choose the penalty of disobeying the king rather than serve 

other gods (vv. 8-23). 

a. The king discovers and summons certain Jewish officials who disobey his order to 

bow and pay homage to his image of gold (vv. 8-13). 

b. The king’s failed attempt to garner compliance from his Jewish officials who refuse to 

obey the king out of their commitment to worship only their own God (vv. 14-18). 

c. The angry king punishes his disobedient Jewish officials by throwing them into a 

superheated fiery furnace (vv. 19-23). 

III. God delivered his faithful servants from the fire, and so the king decreed legal 

punishment for those who oppose the God who delivered his servants (vv. 24-30). 

a. The king and all the empire’s rulers discover that God delivered the three men from 

the fire (vv. 24-28). 

b. The king made a decree that all his empire must not speak anything against the God 

who delivered his servants from the fire, and then he promoted the three officials (vv. 

29-30). 
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5 Theological Outline – Daniel 3:1-30 

Theological Proposition: The pressure for Christians to follow the powers of this world in paying 

homage to other “gods” can be enormous, especially under imminent threat of severe punishment 

and the likelihood that God will not deliver them with a miracle.  God is certainly able to deliver, 

vindicate, and exalt those who trust their lives to him, but if not in this life he will certainly be 

with them through all their earthly trials. 

I. Even the rulers of the world can be pressured into committing public and corporate 

idolatry when threatened by the power of the government (vv. 1-7). 

II. God’s faithful servants publicly reveal themselves in their resolute refusal to commit 

idolatry and in their readiness to endure government punishment to remain loyal to God 

(vv. 8-23). 

III. If God chooses to deliver his faithful servants from the harm of government punishment, 

the rulers of the world may repent by showing astonishing favor to God and his people 

(vv. 24-30). 
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6 Notes on Daniel 3:1-30 

1. Possible NT readings. 1 Corinthians 10:1-14. 

2. Children’s sermon. Read the children’s story of the martyrdom of Polycarp.  Tell the children 

that Polycarp grew up in a church in which the Apostle John was his pastor.  Polycarp must 

have heard wonderful stories about Jesus from John the beloved disciple.  Perhaps Polycarp, 

when he was standing up for Jesus and refusing to bow to false gods, may have been thinking 

of Jesus’ stand when he refused to bow before the high priest and deny he himself is the 

Christ.  And perhaps Polycarp was also thinking of three young men in the OT who also 

refused to bow to idols and worship false gods because they did not want to betray their God.  

Pray with the kids that God would raise up little Polycarps from our congregation who will 

be brave, strong, and faithful someday when they are pressured to follow other gods. 

3. Illustration: Miracle at Dunkirk (“But if not”).  Retold by columnist George Will. 

a. http://genglen.blogspot.com/2012/04/but-if-not-meditation-for-holy-thursday.html 

b. http://egnorance.blogspot.com/2011/09/and-if-not.html 

c. http://shereadstruth.com/2015/08/25/but-if-not-he-is-still-good/ 

4. The book of Daniel is about living in exile under the authority of hostile powers.  The first 

half of the book contains stories.  In this section there are 6 chapters (one story per chapter) 

that mostly revolve around Daniel, who is a young Jewish man taken from Jerusalem into 

exile in Babylon.  These stories narrate some of the highlights of Daniel’s long and 

distinguished career serving in the courts of Babylon under various kings.  Chapter 3 is the 

third story in the book.  It does not involve Daniel as a character, but earlier in the book he is 

connected to the main characters.  The protagonists are Daniel’s three Jewish friends and co-

laborers in the Babylonian government—Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  The antagonist 

is King Nebuchadnezzar.  It is closely related to the story of chapter 2 that narrates the king’s 

dream.  Chapter 3 is the king’s response to his dream that identifies him as the head of gold 

in the statue.  Nebuchadnezzar magnifies his own importance and significance in world 

history by creating a statue of pure gold to symbolize his glory.  The point of the story is to 

encourage God’s people in exile to remain steadfast in their faith and obedience to God even 

if doing so gets dangerous and puts you at odds with the governing authorities.  God’s power 

even transcends death!  In spite of present appearances, God is still in control.  Literary 

motifs include testing, conflict, threat, rescue, and rewarded virtue.  Themes include pressure, 

obedience, and fellowship/friendship.  The entire story is a symbol, a paradigm of the Jewish 

experience in exile: God is with them in the furnace where they are called faithfulness (Dt 

4:15-20).  The primary lesson is that God is able to deliver his faithful people, and sometimes 

he does in dramatic, miraculous fashion in order to change the dangerous situation into one 

of safety for his people.  What is the lesson of this story of God’s miraculous deliverance of 

his servants?  First, God’s people must admire Daniel’s three friends for their bravery, 

faithfulness, and willingness to die for their exclusive loyalty to God.  Second, God will 
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eventually frustrate and even defeat the mightiest kings of the stronger empires who tempt 

(and even threaten) God’s people to betray their God for the false worship of another god. 

5. Quotation: “The story is first-commandment material (Exo 20:3).  The way is then clear, if 

costly, for God’s people.  The writer holds before you this episode because he wants you to 

make the same response as Daniel’s friends: I will believe and obey the first commandment 

even if it kills me (and it may).  That is the concern of the story.” ~ Dale Ralph Davis, The 

Message of Daniel, 51. 

6. Note throughout the story the various repetitions of the officials and the musical instruments.  

This literary device creates an aura of pomposity, even absurdity, and serves to heighten the 

dramatic tension, focusing on whether the 3 Jewish men will obey or disobey.  Will they 

stand or fall in the face of trial, temptation, and threat? 

7. Christians may now rejoice at the grand reversal of history illustrated in this passage.  During 

the Babylonian exile under the old covenant, the whole earth was filled with idolatry while 

only three friends remained faithful to God.  In the grand scheme of redemptive history, the 

nations will come to worship the one true God of Israel as the glories of the new covenant 

spread to all peoples.  Idolatry will still be alive throughout history, and will ascend in power 

from time to time, but the trajectory is the kingdom of God coming from heaven to fill the 

whole earth with the glory of the Lord.  Hallelujah!  This should give believers great comfort 

in the midst of temptation and trial.  God’s kingdom is everlasting, and he will rule the 

nations forever as a righteous judge and savior of his people. 

8. Vv1-7.  The great test involves king Nebuchadnezzar’s image of gold.  The king is the source 

of the image’s creation.  And the king is responsible for setting it up (note the seven-fold 

repetition of the king setting up the image; vv. 1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 12, 14).  The text is not explicit 

regarding the identity of the image.  The assumption that it is a statue of the king is 

unwarranted, although it may be true.  Alternatively, the statue may be an image of the chief 

Babylonian god Marduk, or perhaps the god Bel or Nabu (Nebuchadnezzar’s patron deity 

with a name beginning with the same letter as the king’s name).  Gigantic statues were 

widely used free-standing artistic forms in Egypt and Mesopotamia.  Regardless of the 

statue’s identity (the deified human king or some other god), the command to fall down 

before the image and pay it homage is clearly a test of loyalty to the king.  Here is a stark 

contrast between life in the city of Man and the city of God.  Vanity Fair vs. the Celestial 

City. 

9. Vv1-7.  These verses are humorous because they are ridiculous.  The repetition of 

enumeration makes the reading and hearing of it sound mindless, which is on purpose.  The 

story critiques idolatry by making fun of it.  It is stupid, and those who engage in idolatry 

make themselves look stupid (Isa 44:12-20).  They become like that which they worship (Ps 

135:14-18).  They act like Pavlov’s dog, trained automatons that without thinking jump when 

commanded. 

10. Vv1-7.  Application: The psychology of idolatry is like an addiction.  Many people behave 

like the idolators in Daniel when they “bow” to various things like alcohol, drugs, or 

pornography.  The addict is under the power of the idol, and becomes like a mindless robot 
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when engaging the particular idol.  The alternative is to be alive to God.  Those who are alive 

to God are not mastered nor controlled by anything or anyone except God alone.  This may 

sound slavish, but here is a paradox.  Those who are most enslaved to the God of Israel are 

the most free.  Only in serving God is a person truly set free.  If you serve anything or anyone 

else you will be enslaved to it, and only God makes a just and gentle master. 

11. Vv1-7. Application & Illustration: “Today, of course, religious symbols or a shared religious 

perspective is not used to promote societal unity.  Indeed, tolerance of great variety is at 

present a social virtue.  But contemporary culture does make judgments on the basis of 

conformity to other norms, one of which is the very virtue of tolerance!  If one were to claim 

that biblical standards were applicable to all people, one might be marginalized or 

disqualified for public office.  In one were to say, ‘Jesus is the only way,’ one might be 

labeled a fundamentalist bigot, suspiciously narrow-minded, or uncharitable…The worship 

of a worldwide authority through an image whose defining characteristic is only that it points 

to ‘man’ is John’s interpretation of history (Rev 13:14)…Oppression opens opportunities for 

the saints to show forth the wisdom of God.” ~ George Schwab, Hope in the Midst of a 

Hostile World, 48-49 

12. V1. NET sn There is no need to think of Nebuchadnezzar's image as being solid gold. No doubt the 

sense is that it was overlaid with gold (cf. Isa 40:19; Jer 10:3–4), with the result that it presented a 
dazzling self-compliment to the greatness of Nebuchadnezzar's achievements. The dimensions of the 
image (ninety feet high and nine feet wide) imply that it did not possess normal human proportions, 
unless a base for the image is included in the height dimension. The ancient world knew of other tall 
statues. For example, the Colossus of Rhodes – the huge statue of Helios which stood (ca. 280–224 
B.C.) at the entrance to the harbor at Rhodes and was one of the seven wonders of the ancient world 
– was said to be seventy cubits (105 ft or 32 m) in height, which would make it even taller than 
Nebuchadnezzar's image. 

13. V1.  Nebuchadnezzar.  He was the king of the Babylonian empire during its height of power.  

The commander of his father Nabopolasar’s army, he was instrumental in defeating the 

Assyrians and Egyptians at the famous battle of Carchemish in 605 BC, establishing 

Babylonian supremacy throughout the Near East including the territory of Judah.  In the 

same year, the king died and Nebuchadnezzar ascended the throne.  He besieged Jerusalem 

for the first time, taking away some of the temple vessels and leading young men from the 

country.  Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were among those taken to Babylon 

during this stage of Jewish exile.  He captured Jerusalem a second time in 597 BC (2 Kgs 

24:10-17) and in 586 BC destroyed the city and the temple, exiling most of the remaining 

Jews (2 Kgs 25:1-21).  Nebuchadnezzar was an immensely prideful man and the king of the 

most powerful empire of his day.  Yet God used Daniel and his 3 friends to teach the king 

about himself—of the identity and sovereignty of the one true God.  In time Nebuchadnezzar 

would acknowledge the supreme power and reign of the God of Israel (Dan 4:34-37) and his 

own humble place under God’s rule (Dan 4:28-33). 

14. V1. The image is about 90 feet high and 9 feet wide.  These unusual dimensions (the human 

body is 6 to 1 in proportion whereas this statue is 10 to 1) suggest the statue had a substantial 

base included in the measurements.  Why so big?  Pragmatically, so that a multitude of 

people might bow down to it in a massive ceremony.  Psychologically, to disguise the fact 

that the statue was a deaf, dumb, lifeless idol.  The location of the “plain of Dura” is 
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uncertain, although it is usually associated with Tolul Dura, a site located 6 miles south of 

Babylon.  “Dura” means “fortress” or “city wall” in the Babylonian language of Akkadian.  

Apparently Dura was in the province of Babylon, one of many provinces in the Babylonian 

empire.  “Dura” is usually the first part of a place name, so it is difficult to identify the plain 

of Dura with any specific place.  If “Dura” refers to the city wall, perhaps the city is Babylon 

which Greek historian Herodotus describes as possessing a magnificent outer wall.  This 

location recalls the Tower of Babel that was also built on a plain and also served as a location 

to unify all peoples around a man-centered vision.  The image is gold, and in 

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream in chapter 2 the king is identified as the head of gold on the statue.  

Perhaps the king has attempted to bring his dream into reality with this image of gold, albeit 

making the entire statue gold since the gold head in the dream symbolized the Babylonian 

empire?  It appears the king has learned nothing of value from his dream in chapter 2.  In his 

insane megalomania he neither fears nor obeys the God of his dream.  An all-gold statue (not 

solid gold, but the whole wooden statue overlaid with gold; cf. Isa 40:19; 41:7; Jer 10:3-9) 

would infer no other kingdoms would follow Nebuchadnezzar’s Babylon.  Bowing to this 

statue would indicate submission to the king’s god and symbolize submission to the king.  It 

would centralize worship and power around the king. 

15. V1. A Babylonian document from the time of Nebuchadnezzar lends support to the theory 

that the statue at least represented the king (it was his image in the sense that the statue was 

an image of him).  Quotation: “Beside my statue as king…I wrote an inscription mentioning 

my name,…I erected for posterity.  May future kings respect the monument, remember the 

praise of the gods…He who respects…my royal name, who does not abrogate my statutes 

and not change my decrees, his throne shall be secure, his life last long, his dynasty shall 

continue.”1 

16. V2. NET sn The specific duties of the seven types of officials listed here (cf. vv. 3, 27) are unclear. 

The Aramaic words that are used are transliterations of Akkadian or Persian technical terms whose 
exact meanings are uncertain. The translations given here follow suggestions set forth in BDB. 

17. V2. The list of titles is in descending order of precedence.  A “satrap” was a governor of a 

province called a “satrapy” (cf. Ezr 8:36).  The responsibilities of these officials is unknown.  

Five of the seven terms for officials are Persian in origin.  Could this mean Daniel 

“translated” the Babylonian terms into Persian when he recorded this story sometime after 

his tenure began in serving the Persian empire in 539 BC?  Satraps and prefects are titles 

derived from Akkadian.  The other five titles are Old Persian. 

18. V3. All the officials of the Babylonian empire gathered to bow and pay homage to 

Nebuchadnezzar’s golden image.  Such a public act was a statement of loyalty to the empire 

and communicated unity of all peoples through the common worship of the golden image. 

19. Vv4-6.  The test of the peoples is a public command to pay homage and express loyalty to 

the state, in this case in the form of a state religion.  No one was required to give up the 

worship of their patron deities, just to (in a sense) burn a little pinch of incense to Caesar as 

                                                 

1 ESV Study Bible, 1591. 
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Lord and then go about your private business.  The threat of idols is the powerful seduction 

to worship them.  Idol worship appears to be reasonable!  In essence Daniel’s friends are 

confronted with the pressure of a statist religion (a manifestation of the Beast) to pay 

homage.  Note how this pressure came to the Jews.  Conformity seems normal and renders 

disobedience almost unthinkable.  “Everybody’s doing it, and doing it without reservation.”  

This pressure came with authority (Nebuchadnezzar is THE KING; the king’s might reflects 

the might of his gods; I must do this to advance my career), from conformity (amid a 

multitude of prostrate worshipers), from malice (the accusers of the Jews “ate their pieces” 

by framing everything as sheer defiance of the king), and from intimidation (who can 

withstand the threat of a burning fiery furnace?).  Yes the pressure is strong on the Jews.  But 

remember what the scene looks like?  The narrative repetition uses mocking sarcasm to 

neuter the pressure. 

20. V4. Nations and peoples of every language are addressed because the Babylonian empire 

encompassed this range of human subjects. 

21. V5. NET sn The word zither (Aramaic sArt'yqi [qitaros]), and the words for harp (Aramaic 

!yrITen>s;P. [p®santerin]) and pipes (Aramaic hy"n>Pom.Ws [sumpon®yah]), are of Greek derivation. 

Though much has been made of this in terms of suggesting a date in the Hellenistic period for the 
writing of the book, it is not surprising that a few Greek cultural terms, all of them the names of 
musical instruments, should appear in this book. As a number of scholars have pointed out, the 
bigger surprise (if, in fact, the book is to be dated to the Hellenistic period) may be that there are so 
few Greek loanwords in Daniel. 

22. V5. Is the command to fall down and worship (pay homage) to an image of gold at all 

unreasonable?  Not for most people in the ancient Near East.  Most people were polytheists 

and syncretists, so they would have no trouble with their conscience.  Most people would 

probably reconcile the king’s command with their religious beliefs by simply adding one 

more “deity” to the pantheon they worshiped. 

23. V5. The Aramaic names for the lyre, harp, and bagpipe might be Greek loanwords.  If so, 

they are not evidence of a compelling reason to date the book of Daniel to the Hellenistic 

period after Alexander the Great.  Greek culture influence would have been discernable well 

before the Alexander’s time.  There is a long history of royal courts exchanging musicians 

and their instruments in the ancient Near East.  Greek musicians and instruments are 

mentioned in Assyrian inscriptions written before the time of Nebuchadnezzar.  Thus these 

words cannot be construed as evidence for a late date of the book. 

24. V6. Another view of the test: would those are made and being remade into the image of God 

contradict that image by bowing before an idol made in the image of man (Gen 1:26-27; Mt 

22:21-22; Eph 4:24; Col 3:10)?  God forbid!  The king of Babylon, as he compelled all those 

under his authority to fall before the golden image and pay homage, anticipates the false 

worship of the beast and the subsequent persecution of the faithful church (Rev 13:12-15; 

Acts 8:1-3).  Babylon made use of large industrial furnaces (kilns) to smelt metals and fire 

mud bricks for construction since stone was difficult to obtain in the region.  These furnaces 

were sometimes but not commonly used for executions (cf. Gen 38:24; Lev 21:9; Jer 29:21-

22, also 2 Maccabees 7, 13 and the historian Herodotus 1.86; 4.69). 
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25. V7. Outside of Israel in the Gentile world, idol worship was normal.  This explains why all 

the non-Jews from other nations immediately obeyed the king’s command.  They did not see 

anything morally or religiously objectionable in falling down before the golden image and 

paying homage to it. The Jews were a uniquely peculiar ancient people as they were 

forbidden in their divine law from engaging in idolatry.  But the text indicates that everyone 

obeyed.  Thus completes the story’s setting. The conflict comes next. 

26. V8. Sometimes “Chaldeans” is translated functionally as “astrologers”.  Here it is probably 

best to translated the term as a nationality since the informants despised the Jews for their 

nationality (Dan 3:12; Est 3:5-6).  But if the term designates astrologers, then they are rivals 

in the king’s royal court.  Thus these enemies of the Jews are practicing a vicious brand of 

office politics.  “Jew” is a shortened form of “Judahite.”  Thus Jews were Israelites from the 

southern kingdom of Judah. 

27. V9. NET sn O king, live forever! is a comment of typical court courtesy that is not necessarily 

indicative of the real sentiments of the speaker. Ancient oriental court protocol could sometimes 
require a certain amount of hypocrisy. 

28. V9.  

29. V10.  

30. V11. This kind of dilemma is not unique for God’s people.  Although Christians are generally 

required to obey the government authorities, in some situations they must refuse to obey in 

order to remain faithful to the Lord (cf. Acts 4:19; 5:29; Rom 13:1-7). 

31. V12. NET sn Daniel's absence from this scene has sparked the imagination of commentators, some 

of whom have suggested that perhaps he was unable to attend the dedication due to sickness or due 
to being away on business. Hippolytus supposed that Daniel may have been watching from a 
distance. 

32. V12. The 3 Jewish friends accused of not bowing to the image of gold failed the king’s 

loyalty test but demonstrated their exclusive loyalty to God alone.  The astrologers who 

brought the accusation seem to be jealous of them being appointed by the king over the 

affairs of the province of Babylon.  Jealously can be a powerful motivator.  The astrologers 

were possibly jealous of the status and power of these 3 Jewish officials.  They saw an 

opportunity to accuse, discredit, and endanger the Jewish friends, and they took it.  The 

charge of disloyalty to the king, in effect high treason (Dan 2:10-13) may be coupled with 

ingratitude for their high governmental positions and impiety toward the king’s gods.  It is 

possible that other Jews did not bow down to the image of gold (the text does not say), but 

the three Jewish friends are singled out as public examples.  Notice that here and later in the 

story the three friends did not pretend to pay homage to save their lives.  It is still a great sin 

against God and his law to willingly offer false worship even if it is compelled with deadly 

threats.  God will always provide a way of escape that you may not sin.  The way of escape 

from sin was the way of death for the three friends.  They courageously chose death rather 

than idolatry. 
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33. V12.  Where is Daniel during all this?  The text leave this question unanswered.  Some 

speculate he was away on a mission of official business, or perhaps he was left to administer 

governmental affairs in the capital city of Babylon while the king was dedicating the golden 

image, or maybe he was a higher official in the government and thus not subject to the king’s 

summons, particularly due to his reputation of one who could interpret dreams and in whom 

the holy gods dwelt (Dan 4:18).  The latter is consistent with the idea that Daniel may have 

been so highly revered the Chaldeans may have felt unsafe accusing him. 

34. V12. Quotation & Application: “Are you ready to take a stand for God no matter what?  

When you stand for God, you will stand out.  It may be painful, and it may not always have a 

happy ending.  Be prepared to say, ‘if he rescues me, or if he doesn’t, I will serve only God.’” 

~ Life Application Bible, 1497. 

35. V13. Why did Nebuchadnezzar lose his temper?  He had confused his authority with his ego.  

Actually, he had no authority under God to command anyone to worship the golden image.  

No one but God is owed absolute obedience.  His demand was unjust and his rage extreme 

because his pride was unchecked by his superior, the King of kings, Lord of heaven and 

earth.  Nebuchadnezzar mistook himself for the sovereign over all the earth, and like all 

tyrants he could not tolerate principled dissent.  This was not the first time the king flew into 

a deadly rage.  Earlier he had raged against his honored officials (Dan 2:12, 48-49). 

36. Vv14-15. “Is it true?”  The king is questioning the three Jewish friends whether their actions 

are deliberate.  That is why he gives the officials he personally appointed one chance to 

change their tune and bow before the golden image.  How magnanimous!  It is really a 

personal loyalty test at the point of the sword.  The king believes that everyone has a price.  

Most people are not so stubborn to die for their beliefs rather than pay the price.  Most people 

when pushed to the brink of death will not defy a command to compromise their beliefs.  But 

not these 3 faithful men.  There is nothing that enrages the powerful more than those who 

will not submit, no matter the price (threat) set before them.  Why is unyielding loyalty so 

threatening to the powerful?  Because it is a direct challenge to the powerful.  “You cannot 

make me do it!  You’ll have to kill me to stop me.” 

37. V15. Boastful, prideful taunts were characteristic of rulers from Mesopotamian (cf. Isa 

36:18-20).  Nebuchadnezzar thinks he is sovereign over the gods.  This is an interesting note 

because it illustrates the pagan, polytheistic mind.  The heathen king betrays his limited view 

of deity.  He has no concept of a god acting sovereignly and powerfully on earth to frustrate 

the will of a king.  “What god can save you from my hand?”  Unwittingly the king has 

challenged the power of Israel’s God.  The 3 friends know their God is able to thwart the 

king’s plan.  For readers and hearers of the story, there is something pathetic about 

Nebuchadnezzar’s claim to power (Ps 2:1-6).  Who does he think he is?  He’s probably about 

to discover the power of God’s delivering hand! 

38. V15. Application: Some excuses the three friends did not use.  All would be sinful, cowardly, 

and dangerous rationalizations.  All are still tempting to employ today in the midst of 

temptation to compromise.  To compromise in this case is to violate the first and second 

commandments.  To sin here would erase the testimony of three faithful lives forever.  They 

would lose their place of proclaiming the supreme power of God over all other so-called 
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gods.  It is better to suffer than to sin.  It is unwise and inexcusable to do evil that good may 

come.  God always makes a way of escape from temptation, but he does not promise 

deliverance from death (1 Cor 10:13-14).  Sometimes the promise is deliverance in death.  

What excuses do you employ to, in one way or another, play God?  From the Life Application 

Bible, 1498: 

a. We will fall down but not actually worship the idol.  Fingers crossed behind my back, 

so it didn’t count.  I’ll perform my job in an official capacity but remain personally 

opposed to it. 

b. We won’t become idol worshipers, but will worship it this one time, and then ask God 

for forgiveness.  Preemptive repentance. 

c. The king has absolute power, and we must obey him.  God will understand.  God’s 

appointed rulers must be obeyed no matter what. 

d. The king appointed us—we owe this to him.  Cost of doing business. 

e. This is a foreign land, so God will excuse us for following the customs of the land.  

When in Rome… 

f. Our ancestors set up idols in God’s temple!  This isn’t half as bad!  I’m not so bad 

compared to them. 

g. We’re not hurting anybody.  I’m OK, you’re OK. 

h. If we get ourselves killed and some heathens take our high positions, they won’t help 

our people in exile!  The world needs me. 

39. Vv16-18.  If God always rescued faithful Christians from danger, they wouldn’t need to live 

by faith.  If God always came to the rescue, then Christianity would devolve into a cosmic 

insurance policy.  Faithless, selfish people would sign up in droves.  This is what often 

happens when Christianity is favored, popular, or endorsed by earthly powers.  The antidote 

to mindless faith is the genuine article.  Knowing the true God in a genuine way protects one 

from lies and false gods.  The one who knows the living God of the Bible, not the god of 

someone’s imagination, will not easily be swept away with the crowds to worship the idol de 

jour. 

40. V16. The 3 friends had no need to consider the command, to deliberate and consider the the 

pros and cons.  No, they understood on the face of it that obeying the king’s order was crass 

idolatry, a betrayal of God their Savior, and was thus unthinkable.  So they didn’t have to 

think about it.  These men are heroes and lions of simple faith. 

41. V16. Application: Don’t fall into the trap of thinking you are the three friends.  You are called 

to admire and imitate the three friends, but don’t forget that each friend was bolstered and 

strengthened by the other two.  Their respectful defiance is an example of teamwork.  A cord 

of three strands is not easily broken.  You must not underestimate nor neglect the vital 

importance of Christian friends.  If you are to withstand immense pressure to compromise 
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your faithfulness to God, your internal fortitude will likely be supported by the fellowship of 

faithful friendship.  Notice the three men stick together, but none puts the friendship ahead of 

loyalty to God.  Their bond of friendship is strong because it is founded of trust and 

obedience to their shared God.  Their friendship survives and thrives because they are willing 

to sacrifice it to God if tested.  The beautiful thing is that God blesses and strengthens their 

friendship because they decide to stand together.  They were willing to die in faith together, 

so God exalted them together. 

42. V17. The 3 friends testify to the king that if he throws them into the fiery furnace, their God 

is able to deliver them from the furnace and the king’s hand.  Surely they recalled how God 

rescued the entire nation of Israel from Pharaoh’s oppression (Ex 18:10).  They did not claim 

God always rescues his people from physical harm (Isa 43:1-2).  The main point of 

application is human faithfulness to God alone when confronted with deadly ordeals.  Why?  

Because God is more trustworthy than any human king, and God is more powerful than any 

earthly king.  Nothing is worth breaking God’s second commandment. 

WLC 109: What sins are forbidden in the second commandment?  The sins forbidden in the 

second commandment are, all devising, counseling, commanding, using, and any wise 

approving, any religious worship not instituted by God himself; the making any 

representation of God, of all or of any of the three persons, either inwardly in our mind, or 

outwardly in any kind of image or likeness of any creature whatsoever; all worshiping of it, 

or God in it or by it; the making of any representation of feigned deities, and all worship of 

them, or service belonging to them; all superstitious devices, corrupting the worship of God, 

adding to it, or taking from it, whether invented and taken up of ourselves, or received by 

tradition from others, though under the title of antiquity, custom, devotion, good intent, or 

any other pretense whatsoever; simony; sacrilege; all neglect, contempt, hindering, and 

opposing the worship and ordinances which God hath appointed. 

43. V18. At this point the reader does not know if this story is a martyr story or a miracle story.  

What will God choose to do?  Upon reflection, we see this story narrates a “miracle” 

regardless of what happens next.  Here is the lasting miracle of the story.  The confessing 

church exists in the heart of pagan Babylon.  If they had been consumed in the fiery furnace, 

the real miracle would have happened just the same.  “But if not.”  In other words, God will 

deliver us from death or in death.  They were not sure of God’s hidden will (whether they 

escape or not), but they were certain of God’s revealed will (the first and second 

commandments).  They are more concerned with obedience than deliverance, worship more 

than security.  And they never forgot this was the crux of the test.  Whatever might happen 

next, their faithfulness will certainly result in deliverance from committing the sin of idolatry.  

They testify that even if God chooses not to deliver them, they will go to their deaths rather 

than betray their God by falling before the king’s image of gold in worship.  They would 

rather die for God than surrender to the evil powers of the world.  What motivated them to 

take such a stand beside sheer obedience to God’s law?  That a martyr’s death subverts the 

power of authorities to kill integrity and muffle the truth.  The three men knew that 

sometimes God rescues in dramatic, miraculous ways, other times he uses ordinary means to 

bring deliverance for his people, but sometimes God choose to allow his people to suffer 

when he withholds his power to save according to his good and hidden purposes.  Whatever 

God would do with the three men, they determined to not fall before the king’s golden image.  
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Their willingness to die for the faith is a shadow of Christ who willingly suffered and died in 

order to remain faithful to God (Jn 10:17-18), and is an OT foreshadowing of NT Christian 

willing to be martyrs (Acts 7:55-60; Rev 6:9; 12:11).  In sum, their answer to the king puts 

them in a win-win situation.  If they are saved, then the power of God is highlighted and he is 

glorified.  If they perish in the flames, then they are remembered as heroic martyrs for their 

unwavering testimony of faith in God’s covenant promises (2 Cor 4:11, 13b, 18).  As it 

happened, the three friends shone brighter in their humble faith than the flames that 

threatened their lives (Heb 11:34).  Their faith was pregnant with expectation (Dan 3:17; cf. 

Dan 1:12-13; 2:16), was without presumption (Dan 3:18), mirrored Abraham’s example 

(Rom 4:20) and Job’s testimony (Job 13:15a). 

44. V18. Application & Quotation: God’s gracious provision is the norm for his people, but he 

does not always give us what we want.  “Every Christian has to face up to the alternative 

possibility, that ‘even if he does not deliver us’ we will still do his will—serving Christ for 

loss, serving Christ for loneliness, serving Christ for death.  We don’t have to be rich; we 

don’t have to marry; we don’t have to become parents; we don’t have to live; but we have to 

obey.”  Geoff Thomas, quoted by Dale Ralph Davis, The Message of Daniel, 56, fn. 17. 

45. V18. Quotation: “Because of their faith, they believe that they can escape death, but they say 

if he does not deliver us out of your hand so that the king will know that they may also die in 

the arms of the God they love.” ~ St. Cyprian, Epistolae, 58, 5 

46. Vv19-23.  These details emphasize the impossibility of the 3 friends surviving under the 

circumstances.  Without God’s intervention, they are doomed to a fiery grave. 

47. V19. The “image” of the king’s face changed toward the 3 friends.  There is irony here.  The 

king is trying to control other people in commanding them worship his image.  But he is 

unable to control his image when confronted with people who refuse to acknowledge his 

sovereign control.  Who’s really in control here?  The 3 friends seem more poised and in 

control of their emotions, convictions, and actions than the overbearing, control-freak king!  

Was the furnace heated seven times the normal temperature?  Or is this an expression (seven 

meaning perfect or completion) that the furnace was heated as hot as it gets?  Probably the 

latter (cf. Prov 24:16:26:16).  Kilns and furnaces were heated with charcoal to extreme 

temperatures of 900-1000 degrees Celsius (1652-1832 degree Fahrenheit).  Regardless of 

how hot the furnace actually was, it is unmistakable that the hot furnace mirrors the king’s 

hot temper.  The raging fire is lit by the king’s rage. 

48. V19. Application: The king’s face changed toward the three friends because he was basically 

selfish.  He had no love for them.  They were only useful as obedient servants.  Christians are 

to love their enemies and not turn on them when they get in our way.  Why does the king lose 

his temper?  Because he is driven by idolatry.  Not the golden image, but what it symbolizes.  

He is driven by a self-approval and control idolatry.  He lives for the approval and control of 

the people in his kingdom.  He cannot withstand anyone withholding from him approval and 

obedience.  How much approval do you need to be happy?  How do you respond when 

someone disrespects you, or doesn’t love you or even like you?  How do you react when 

someone doesn’t do what you ask or want?  Do you throw a temper tantrum?  The antidote to 
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inordinate anger (or any other idolatrous response to things not going your way) is to give up 

the idol and grasp onto God.  Bow before a new master. 

49. V20.  

50. V21. NET sn There is a great deal of uncertainty with regard to the specific nature of these items of 

clothing. 

51. V22. The king’s order results in his soldiers dying in the flames.  This is ironic.  God is better 

able to protect his servants than the king can protect his.  But the mention of the soldiers 

dying in the flames heightens the danger the Jews face in the furnace.  If the strongest 

soldiers die outside the furnace, how will they survive the belly of the furnace? 

52. V23. NET sn The deuterocanonical writings known as The Prayer of Azariah and The Song of the 

Three present at this point a confession and petition for God's forgiveness and a celebration of God's 
grace for the three Jewish youths in the fiery furnace. Though not found in the Hebrew/Aramaic text 
of Daniel, these compositions do appear in the ancient Greek versions. 

53. V23.  The Apocrypha inserts the Prayer of Azariah (the Babylonian name for Abednego) and 

the Song of the Three Young Men between verses 23 and 24.  The prayer is one of national 

confession and supplication for deliverance from the furnace.  The song is a psalm of praise 

sung by the three friends.  These two sections comprising 68 verses are also included in 

various Greek OT versions, for example the LXX, and the Latin Vulgate.  Both the prayer 

and song explain in poetic form their experience of deliverance.  The prayer and song were 

originally composed in Hebrew and inserted into the completed book of Daniel years later. 

54. V23. Application & Quotation: “This is a fearful trial, but can you see, in another vein, what 

a farce it is?  A god that’s made?  An image ‘set up’?  That may not take away all the 

trembling but at least you know there is no truth in it.  So by his humour the writer tries to be 

helpful.  How farcical this is shows how empty it is—and so no need for (utter) terror…If 

once you see the farce, the emptiness behind the façade of power, then you will be less likely 

to be intimidated by the pagan pressure.  The matter the friends face is deadly serious; but the 

manner in which the story is told is subtly humorous; and the humour is intended to help you 

stand against the pressure.  Holy laughter (Veldkamp) helps you to endure, especially if you 

see the real weakness behind the veneer of power.” ~ Dale Ralph Davis, The Message of 

Daniel, 54. 

55. Vv24-25. Apparently the furnace and upper and lower access in order to allow public 

viewing of executions by cremation.  Note the irony in the descriptions of the king and his 

soldiers contrasted with the condemned men.  The king rages and his soldiers are fried to 

death while the Jewish friends prance around in the fire wearing colorful festal attire.  The 3 

friends joyfully walk around unbound in the furnace, experiencing the reward of 

righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit (Rom 14:17). 

56. Vv25-30.  The king’s attitude changed when he saw 4 men walking unharmed in the midst of 

the furnace.  He promptly changed his command to worship the golden image and granted 

freedom to all those who would exclusively worship the God of Israel.  His first edict that 

resulted in oppression was undone to provide freedom to worship the Lord. This victory of 
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the three friends was a victory for the entire Jewish people in exile. Surely the Jews profited 

from the promotion of the three men, the effects of the story spreading through the empire, 

and from the encouragement of knowing God was watching over them to protect and deliver 

them in the midst of suffering, oppression, and alienation.  What God did not the three men—

protected them from harm, comforted them in trial—brought glory to God and reward to his 

servants.  This was a national victory for all God’s people in exile. 

57. V25. NET sn The phrase like that of a god is in Aramaic "like that of a son of the gods." Many 

patristic writers understood this phrase in a christological sense (i.e., "the Son of God"). But it should 
be remembered that these are words spoken by a pagan who is seeking to explain things from his 
own polytheistic frame of reference; for him the phrase "like a son of the gods" is equivalent to "like a 
divine being." 

58. V25. Who is this one whom the king says looks like “a son of the gods”?  An angel or God 

himself?  In the ancient world the expression “son of the gods” could refer to various types of 

heavenly beings.  What was it about the fourth man that appeared to the king as a heavenly 

being?  Perhaps the mere presence of the fourth man in the furnace, walking among the three 

unharmed, was enough to convince the king that he was witnessing a god walking with his 

servants.  So what is the identity of the fourth man?   The context in the passage is not clear, 

but a biblical and systematic theology suggest it is a manifestation of the pre-incarnate Christ 

(a Christophany is a physical appearance of Christ before his birth).  Why?  Because this 

deliverer is either sent by God or is God himself who walks the trail of death to save his 

people.  This is essentially what Jesus did, the Son of God (God-man) who came to live in 

the midst of an evil and dangerous world to die in our place so we might have victory over 

death and the evil powers of the world.  The lesson is clear.  Deliverance comes from God.  

God is presence with his servants in distress, ensuring their trials and difficulties would not 

overwhelm them.  The Lord is with his people in the valley of the shadow of death, so we 

need not fear evil, even in the midst of the fiery furnace (Ps 23:4).  Isaiah had prophesied the 

Lord deliverance from the fire in Isaiah 43:2.  St. Jerome taught that the fourth man was a 

type of Christ’s descent into Hades, the place of the dead where souls are imprisoned, so that 

Christ might deliver the righteous faithful by breaking their chains of death. 

59. V26. “The Most High God” is a title of God’s universal authority and power.  It is a title used 

throughout the Bible by Jewish and Gentiles (Gen 14:19-20; Num 24:16; Dt 32:8-9; Ps 

73:11; Isa 14:14; Mk 5:7; Acts 16:17).  Nebuchadnezzar declares that the god of Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego is the supreme god above all other deities (cf. Dan 4:2, 17, 34).  

Note when a faithful Jew used this title for God it was an expression of monotheist worship 

of the LORD (Dan 4:24-32; 5:18, 21; 7:18-27). 

60. V27. The Lord’s protection of the three men was comprehensive and complete.  This is God’s 

way of showing Nebuchadnezzar who is in charge.  The fire had no power at all over their 

bodies, their hair, or even their clothes.  They didn’t even smell like fire.  Only the ropes that 

bound them were burned off.  This was a miracle outside normal means of providence.  God 

brought his supreme power to assist the three men (Eph 1:18-20).  Christ fulfilled the 

promise of Psalm 34:19-20 in John 19:26.  Here the 3 faithful friends experience a taste of 

that fulfillment. 
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WCF 5:3.  God, in His ordinary providence, maketh use of means, yet is free to work 

without, above, and against them, at His pleasure. 

61. V28. NET sn The king identifies the "son of the gods" (v. 25) as an angel. Comparable Hebrew 

expressions are used elsewhere in the Hebrew Bible for the members of God's angelic assembly (see 
Gen 6:2, 4; Job 1:6; 2:1; 38:7; Pss 29:1; 89:6). An angel later comes to rescue Daniel from the lions 
(Dan 6:22). 

62. V28. When God delivered the three men from the fiery furnace, the king’s respect for their 

God increased so that he saw their God as supremely powerful.  God had answered the king’s 

question from verse 15.  Nebuchadnezzar praises God, but he probably remained a pagan 

polytheist because it does not appear he was converted to the exclusive worship of the 

LORD.  God is not his own god, but the god of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  The 

king does refer to the “fourth man” in the furnace as God’s “angel”.  But recall the fourth 

man appeared to the king as one like a “son of the gods.”  So the exact identity of the 

deliverer is not named by the antagonist king.  Remember he is not the narrator of the story, 

so his assessment and judgment of what happened must be regarded as pagan.  Christians 

may reasonably identify the “angel” with the angel of the LORD.  This is consistent with 

other instances in the OT when Israelites encountered God (cf. Gen 16:7; Exo 3:2). 

63. V29. Notice that the name and message of the true God spreads (and is even privileged) after 

the “resurrection” of the three men from the fiery furnace.  This prefigures the spread of the 

gospel announcement of the resurrection of Christ after Jesus returns a conqueror untouched 

from the dead.  Death had no power at all over him, even more so than how the fire had no 

power over the three men in the furnace.  The king’s decree is important and resolves the 

tension Jews felt when confronted with the command to commit idolatry.  As a result of the 

king’s new decree the Jew are free to worship their God and even grants them a kind of 

privileged, protected status among the peoples of the Babylonian empire.  The story begins 

with threatened destruction of the kingdom of God and ends with the threatened destruction 

of anyone who offends the kingdom of God! 

64. V30. The king demonstrated he appreciated the integrity of the three men so much that he 

honored them with job promotions within his administration.  The story makes clear their 

promotion stemmed from their faithfulness to God, not their compromise with Babylonian 

rulers and religion.  Alas, the king does not share the faith of the men whom God delivered.  

His reaction to the miraculous is to protect and promote them, not join them in worship of the 

one true God.  Even though his perceptions have changed and he has growth more humble, 

his heart remains hard for he did not repent and become a God-fearer. 

65. This story (along with Daniel 6) of the faithful passing into the realm of death (falling into 

the pit of the fiery furnace) and brought back from “death”, points to the resurrection of the 

just at the end of time on the last day.  The final resurrection has already begun.  Jesus is the 

first fruits of the resurrection.  All those who united to him by faith will follow on the last 

day.  In the meantime, there is a mysterious way that the faithful share in both the sufferings 

and the glories of Christ (1 Pet 4:12-17).  When Christians around the world, including in our 

country, suffer for their faith in Jesus, they are identifying with him (and mystically united 

with him) in his own suffering and death.  In this sense Daniel 3 is descriptive of God’s 

deliverance, but not prescriptive of what we should expect God to always do.  It is a sample, 
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not a guarantee.  It is a token, not a blueprint of deliverance.  But his resurrection is the last 

word.  When you walk through the flames, God is with you.  When you suffer, you are 

comforted.  The Fourth Man has a way of finding us in trouble and walking us through it.  He 

calms our fear of the “burning fiery furnace” by redirecting our hopes to the “old rugged 

cross.”  Where do Christians find the courage to respond in faith to our terrible trials?  At the 

cross of Christ where Jesus burned in our place that we might be delivered into resurrection 

life. 

66. Idolatry. Most people today, especially Christians, consider themselves above the sin of 

worshiping idols.  “How crass!  How primitive!  How ridiculous!”  But the human heart does 

not change.  Who are we as modern people to judge our ancient forefathers as simpletons?  

We think we are so much better, smarter, and more mature than them.  The apostle John 

didn’t think Christians are immune to serving false gods.  His final words of instruction in 1 

John are “Little children, keep yourselves from idols.”  Apparently God thinks you need to be 

reminded to watch out for the seduction of idol worship, and that it’s helpful to receive this 

warning as a little child would.  Someone will object, “Hey, I don’t bow to anyone or 

anything but God.”  Really?  Take a closer look.  All the people bowing to this statue were 

paying homage, paying their loyalty dues, to the Babylonian gods.  Who did Babylon 

worship?  Marduk and Astarte.  Their Canaanite counterparts were Baal and Ashtoreth.  

These were the gods of fertility, virility, and war.  In other words, prosperity, sex, and power.  

Those are the Big Three.  They show up again and again throughout the Bible as ever-present 

tempting threats to God’s people.  They derive their seductive potency from the world, the 

flesh, and the devil.  In this episode in Daniel 3 the emphasis is on the world flexing its 

muscles to compel idol worship.  Who hasn’t found yourself putting God in the backseat 

while you decide to pursue for a time prosperity, sex, or power?  If you’ve been poor or in 

need of something that you couldn’t just go out and buy at Walmart, you know the intense 

pressure to stop trusting God and get what you want your way.  If you’ve been weak or on 

the bottom of society’s pile, you know the seduction to play the victim or to take revenge 

when you’re back on your game.  If you’ve been lonely or bored with the lack of fulfillment 

in your relationships, or just lusting for a cheap thrill, you know the siren screams of 

pornography or other sexual sins.  There is little temptation to fall down and worship a 

golden image, it’s what the statue represents and the pressure to give yourself over to it that is 

so hard to resist.  By promoting something to the status of ultimate worth (“I must have this 

in order to be happy”), you demote the one true God who created and saved you to the status 

of all other false gods.  That is why idolatry is such a horrible sin.  “Ultimately, the dilution 

or diminishment of deity is the denunciation of deity.”2  If God is not on the throne of your 

life, then whatever sits on that throne is your god.  If God is not the ultimate concern of your 

life, the one thing you are most concerned about, think the most about, that affects your life 

more than anything or anyone else, then that thing is an idol.  Do you see that everyone, 

especially Christians, are in a struggle with the temptation and pressure to worship idols?  

Seductions can arise from everywhere, which is why they are so dangerous. 

 

                                                 

2 Tremper Longman, Daniel, NIVAC, 107. 
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Administering the Lord’s Supper 
8/28/2016 

 

• Words of Christ ordaining this institution (Mt 26:26-30; Mk 14:22-25; Lk 22:15-20; 1 Cor 11:23-32) 

o The spirit behind “But If Not” has been expressed many different ways.  Martin Luther, when commanded to 

bow to a different gospel and confess the church magisterium as totally authoritative, declared “Here I Stand, I 

can do no other, so help me God!”  Peter and the apostles answered the high priest who commanded them to 

shut up about Jesus, “We must obey God rather than men.”  Luther escaped that trial and the prospect of being 

burned at the stake, the punishment reserved for heretics in his day.  God delivered him and he died years later 

in peace.  Peter and the apostles were beaten and released.  However the enemies of God eventually had their 

way with, as church history records his upside-down crucifixion.  And yet God also delivered Peter.  For the 

most important deliverance is deliverance from evil, from temptation, from betraying the Lord our God. 

o Did you ever consider this?  Every time you participate in the Lord’s Supper, you are declaring to the world in 

a quiet subversive way “But If Not”!  For what is your testimony as we share in this meal except “I am a 

Christian; I and my people belong to the Lord; He has died for me and therefore I will live for him and die for 

him if I must; He is able to deliver me from all evil in this life wherever it may arise; But if not I will serve 

him still”?  Jesus has promised that the one who dies with him will also live with him—now and forever. 

o Don’t you see?  The bread and the cup are sacramental signs and seals of death and life.  In them we see Jesus 

Christ as he hung on the cross declaring to the powers of this world “But If Not”.  He gave his life to us—

body and blood—in the bread and cup.  So as we eat and drink by faith in our crucified Lord, recognize the 

spiritually transformative moment this can be.  The powers of this world will pressure us to compromise our 

faith, to cross our fingers behind our backs as we pay lip service homage to its false gods.  But we as 

Christians already have a ceremony in which to declare our undying loyalty.  And the most wonderful thing 

about the Lord’s Supper is Christ’s spiritual presence with us in it.  The Fourth Man walks here. 

• If you are one of God’s baptized children, having confessed your faith publicly, living a life of confession and 

repentance, and a member of any church where the gospel of Jesus is faithfully preached, then I welcome and 

encourage you to come to the Lord’s table.  Come and declare your “But If Not” and walk with the Fourth Man. 

• Brief exhortation and fence the table (not baptized, not publically confessed the faith, not under the care and 

government of a particular branch of Christ’s Church) do not take the bread and wine, but instead take Christ—

take him as the only one who can deliver you from the abounding idolatry in the world and in your heart.  Then 

please tell someone here after the worship service today so you might begin to take your place in the kingdom of 

God. 

• Invitation to silent prayer for preparation (confess sin, acknowledge God’s love for you) 

• After allowing time for elders to come forward, close the silent prayer time with a brief prayer. 

 

 

 

 

The Lord Jesus Christ on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it, gave it to His disciples, as I, 

ministering in His name, give this bread to you, and said, “Take, eat; this is My 

body which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 
o Reminder to hold the bread and eat together as a body since the one loaf represents Christ’s unified body. 

• Optional: read a scripture (Isaiah 43:1-3a) 

In the same manner, He also took the cup, and having given thanks as has been 

done in His name, He gave it to the disciples, saying, “This cup is the new covenant 

in My blood, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. Drink from it, all of 

you.” 
o Reminder to drink from the cup as you are ready since Jesus shed his blood to save you. 




