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Exodus 24:1-18 “Toward the Beatific Vision” March 13, 2016 

NT Lesson: Matthew 17:1-8  Brian M. Sandifer 

Before his people may fellowship with him and behold his glory, the LORD must forgive and atone for 

their sin, and give them his words and commands. His people must respond by pledging covenant loyalty: 

sacrificing their pride, trusting amid their fear, and looking to God as he reveals himself. 

Introduction – Why did you come to church today? When was the last time you anticipated worshiping 

God because you wanted to encounter him? Even see him? To have a beautiful vision of his glory? To 

share communion with God that feels absolutely heavenly? 

Background – At Mount Sinai, God had given the Ten Commandments and his laws to Israel. God gives 

them his Law so they will know how to please him, obey him, and approach him. The Law, sometimes 

called the “old covenant”, is God’s revelation of his will so he might reveal himself to us. Exodus 24 

narrates the events associated with the ratification of the old covenant, making God and his people Israel 

covenant partners as Lord and servant. 

I. Who Gets to See God? 

A. His chosen ones… (vv. 1-2, 12-16, 18) 

Long ago God chose Israel, the family of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as his own special people (Dt 

7:6-8).  Don’t miss that plenty of Israelites are left at the bottom of the mountain. God chose a 

representative few to come up, and they had to worship from far off (although closer than the people 

below). Of those few God chose only undeserving Moses to see him up close. It’s God’s choice as the 

sovereign LORD (Rom 9:16). 

B. whom he has delivered… (Exo 3:19-22; 19:3-6; 20:1-3) 

The ancient Israelites, our forefathers in the faith, were stuck in a foreign land where they served 

Pharaoh. Yet God meant them (and us) to learn a spiritual lesson from their slavery (1 Cor 10:6). To 

see God he must deliver us from those things that spiritually enslave: the world, the flesh, and the 

Devil. We cannot see God if we are dead in our trespasses and sins, following the course of this 

world, and serving alien powers (Eph 2:1-3; cf. Rom 8:5-8). Israel did nothing except follow the Lord 

and his servant Moses as he led them out of their house of bondage. 

C. and forgiven… (vv. 4-8) 

Notice what Moses did when he built the altar and sacrificed burnt offerings. The people’s blood was 

not offered, but the oxen blood was, and it was sprinkled on the people to identify the substitute’s life 

with God’s people. God only forgives sinners through the atonement of a bloody sacrificial substitute. 

A burnt offering provides atonement so God may forgive sinners (Lev 1:3-5). The peace offering 

provides reconciliation so God may befriend sinners (Lev 3:3-5).  

D. and who promise to keep his covenant (vv. 3, 7) 

Out of love and thankfulness to their saving Lord they strive to obey his commands. Don’t forget we 

are covenant partners with God, so we do have our part to do. Yes, he has chosen, delivered, and 

forgiven us. We respond to this free salvation by striving to be holy like him. Without holiness no one 

will see the Lord (Heb 12:14). Anyone who responds to the God who chooses, delivers, and forgives 

with some kind of boast, no matter how small or nuanced, will not see God.  Conversely, anyone who 

responds to the God who chooses, delivers, and forgives by withdrawing in fear, no matter how 

reasonable or responsible or safe it may seem, will not see God (Mt 25:24-30). 
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II. How May I See God? 

A. Sacrifice your pride on God’s altar (vv. 4-8) 

There are many reasons no one may see God on his own terms. Every single person is by nature 

estranged from God on account of his sin, so every single person must thereafter be reconciled to God 

by an atonement for his sin. A humble person accepts he may not see God except by the offering of a 

sacrifice for his sin. In this way a sacrifice should kill your pride. You must stop justifying yourself, 

give up your pride, and accept God’s sacrificial substitute if you want to see God. 

B. Do not fear but trust God will not lay his hand on you (vv. 11, 18) 

Israel’s leaders, including Moses, had reasons to be afraid of God. Israel knew God’s awesome power 

and willingness to destroy. Yet they found the courage to answer God’s call to come near. Where did 

that courage come from? From his promise and demonstration of tender mercies. They trusted God’s 

word—that he intended them good and not harm, and their trust led to obedience. 

III. What is it Like to See God? 

A. Terrible: from afar he appears as a devouring fire (v. 17) 

This is what God’s people literally saw with their eyes at the foot of Mount Sinai. God’s glory was 

like a consuming fire. Thunder and lightning, trumpets blaring, mountaintop smoking (cf. Exo 20:18; 

Heb 12:18-29), all drawing their eyes to God’s heavenly throne touching the earth (cf. Rev 4:5). The 

fire was not a flickering flame at the end of a candle. Think raging forest fire. 

B. Awesome: at his feet he appears enthroned above the heavens (v. 10) 

The image is of God enthroned above the heavens/sky, and of God’s people bowing down before his 

feet in worship. Maybe this is all they saw of God—a glimpse of his glory in light, fire, and beauty. 

The stone pavement looks like the clear blue sky (Eze 1:26-28). It appeared to them to be lapis lazuli 

(sapphire; but cf. Rev 4:3), a beautiful precious stone. Think God standing on the sky. 

C. Protective: at his fellowship table he appears as a strong friend (v. 11) 

Normally people are in grave danger when they are near God’s holiness. But here the Bible 

emphasizes that Israel’s leaders were safe in the LORD’s presence. God stayed his awesome power 

and protected his people as a strong friend. That is peace with God. This covenant meal celebrates the 

conclusion of covenant ratification (cf. Gen 31:46; Exo 18:12; Mt 26:28). It is a tangible promise of 

the glory it represents—fellowship in the presence of the LORD. 

D. Wonderful: in human flesh God the Son is the Lord Jesus Christ 

Remember God is a Spirit (WSC 4), so when someone “sees” God he sees one form or another of 

God’s mediated presence. But Jesus is God’s unmediated presence to us and for us. “He is the 

radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature” (Heb 1:3a). To behold Jesus in this 

way, by faith, is to see the Father (Jn 14:6-9a). Philip, like you and me, yearned for the Beatific 

Vision. Jesus drew his eyes straight to himself. He bids you look to him whose name is called 

Wonderful (Isa 9:6). 

Conclusion – To behold Jesus Christ, the Son of God, our great Prophet, Priest, and King, as he is 

portrayed before you and offered to you in the gospel, is to behold the LORD. Until the day Jesus returns, 

once again bringing heaven to earth, we look to him, we see him, we behold him, by faith. On that day 

our faith shall be sight, and we shall see God face to face. 
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1 Original Language, Personal English Translation, and Textual Notes 

Verse Hebrew Literal Translation Textual Notes 

Exo 24:1 aWh y bia]w: bd"n" !r oh ]a;w> h T'a; h w"h y >-l a, h l e[] r m;a' h v,mo-l a, w> 
qxor "me ~t,y wIx]T ;v.h iw> l aer "f .y I y nEq.ZImi  ~y [ib.vi w> 

And he said to Moses, “Go up 
to the LORD, you and Aaron, 
Nadab and Abihu, and seventy 
from the elders of Israel, and 
bow down deeply from a 
distance. 

 

Exo 24:2 Wl []y : al { ~['h 'w > WvG "y I al { ~h ew> h w"h y >-l a, AD b;l . h v,mo vG :nI w> 
AM [i 

Moses alone shall draw near 
to the LORD, but these shall 
not draw near, and none of the 
people may go up with him.” 

 

Exo 24:3 taew> h w"h y > y r Eb.D I-l K' tae ~['l ' r Pes ;y >w : h v,mo  aboY" w: 
 Wr m.a YOw: dx 'a, l Aq  ~ ['h '-l K' ![;Y: w: ~y j iP'v.M i h ;-l K' 

h f ,[]n: h w"h y > r B,D I-r v,a] ~y r Ib'D >h;-l K' 

So Moses came and 
recounted to the people all the 
words of the LORD and all the 
judgments.  And all the people 
answered with one voice and 
said, “All the words that the 
LORD has spoken we will do.” 

NET  tn The verb is the 

imperfect tense (h f,[]n:, 
na'aseh), although the form 
could be classified as a 
cohortative. If the latter, they 
would be saying that they are 
resolved to do what God said. 
If it is an imperfect, then the 
desiderative would make the 
most sense: "we are willing to 
do." They are not 
presumptuously saying they 
are going to do all these 
things.   

Exo 24:4 x:Bez>m i !b, YIw:  r q,BoB; ~Ke v.Y:w:  h w"h y > y r Eb.D I-l K' t ae h v,mo bTok.Y Iw:  
l aer "f .y I y jeb.vi r f '[' ~y nEv.l i h b'Cem;  h r Ef .[, ~y Tev.W r h 'h ' 

tx;T; 

And Moses wrote down all the 
words of the LORD.  And he 
rose early in the morning and 
built an altar below the 
mountain, and twelve pillars 
according to the twelve tribes 
of Israel. 

NET tn The thing numbered is 
found in the singular when the 
number is plural – "twelve 
standing-stone." See GKC 
433 §134.f. The "standing-
stone" could be a small piece 
about a foot high, or a huge 
column higher than men. They 
served to commemorate 
treaties (Gen 32), or visions 
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Verse Hebrew Literal Translation Textual Notes 

(Gen 28) or boundaries, or 
graves. Here it will function 
with the altar as a place of 
worship. 

Exo 24:5 ~y xib'z> WxB .z> YIw: tl {[o Wl []Y:w : l aer "f .y I y nEB. y r E[]n:- ta, xl ;v.YI w: 
~y rIP' h w"h y l ; ~y mil 'v. 

And he sent young sons of 
Israel and they offered whole 
burnt offerings and 
slaughtered young bulls for 
peace offering sacrifices to the 
LORD. 

 

Exo 24:6 qr :z" ~D "h ; y cix]w: t nOG "a ;B'  ~f ,Y"w:  ~D "h ; y cix] h v,mo  xQ ;YIw: 
x;Bez>M ih ;-l [; 

Then Moses took half of the 
blood and put it into basins, 
and half of the blood he tossed 
on the altar. 

 

Exo 24:7 l Ko Wr m.aYO w: ~ ['h ' y nEz> a' B. ar "q.YI w: ty r IB.h ; r p,s e  xQ ;YIw:  
[m'v.n Iw> h f ,[] n: h w"h y > r B,D I-r v,a] 

Then he took the Book of the 
Covenant and proclaimed it in 
the ears of the people.  And 
they said, “All which the LORD 
has spoken we will do and 
obey.” 

 

Exo 24:8 h NEh i r m,aYO w: ~[ 'h '-l [; qr oz>YIw : ~D "h ;-ta, h v, mo xQ ;YIw: 
h L,aeh ' ~y r Ib'D >h ;-l K' l [; ~k,M '[i  h w"h y > tr :K' r v,a] ty r IB.h ;-

~d: 

And Moses took the blood and 
tossed it on the people and 
said, “Behold the blood of the 
covenant that the LORD has 
cut with you according to all 
these words.” 

NET  tn Given the size of the 
congregation, the preposition 
might be rendered here 
"toward the people" rather 
than on them (all). 

Exo 24:9 l aer "f .y I y nEq.ZImi ~y [ib .viw>  aWh y bia]w:  bd"n"  !r oh ]a;w>  h v,mo l [;Y :w: Then Moses and Aaron, 
Nadab and Abihu, and seventy 
from the elders of Israel went 
up 

 

Exo 24:10 r y PiS ;h; tn:b.l i h f e[] m;K.  wy l 'g>r : tx;t;w> l aer "f .y I y hel {a/ tae  
War >YIw : 

r h;jol ' ~y Im;V 'h ; ~c,[ ,k.W 

and they saw the God of 
Israel.  And underneath his 
feet was a product like a 
paving stone of sapphire, 
bright like the sky itself. 

NET tn Heb "and like the 

body of heaven for clearness." 

The Hebrew term ~yIm;v' 
(shamayim) may be translated 
"heaven" or "sky" depending 
on the context; here, where 
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Verse Hebrew Literal Translation Textual Notes 

sapphire is mentioned (a blue 
stone) "sky" seems more 
appropriate, since the 
transparent blueness of the 
sapphire would appear like 
the blueness of the cloudless 
sky.  

Exo 24:11 ~y h il{a/h '-ta, Wzx/ Y<w:  Ady "  xl ;v' al { l aer "f .y I y nEB.  y l ey cia]-l a,w > 
s WTv.YI w: Wl k. aYO w: 

But on the chief sons of Israel 
God did not lay his hand.  And 
they saw God, and ate and 
drank. 

NET tn Heb "he did not 

stretch out his hand," i.e., to 
destroy them. 
 

NET tn The verb is h z"x' 
(khazah); it can mean "to see, 
perceive" or "see a vision" as 
the prophets did. The LXX 
safeguarded this by saying, 
"appeared in the place of 
God." B. Jacob says they 
beheld – prophetically, 
religiously (Exodus, 746) – but 
the meaning of that is unclear. 
The fact that God did not lay a 
hand on them – to kill them – 
shows that they saw 
something that they never 
expected to see and live. 
Some Christian interpreters 
have taken this to refer to a 
glorious appearance of the 
preincarnate Christ, the 
second person of the Trinity. 
They saw the brilliance of this 
manifestation – but not the 
detail. Later, Moses will still 
ask to see God's glory – the 
real presence behind the 
phenomena. 
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Verse Hebrew Literal Translation Textual Notes 

Exo 24:12 h n"T.a,w>  ~v'-h y Eh .w< h r "h 'h ' y l;ae h l e[] h v,m o-l a,  h w"h y > r m,aYOw : 
~t'r oAh l . y Tib.t;K' r v,a]  h w"c.M ih ;w> h r "ATh ;w> !b, a,h ' txol u-ta, 

^l . 

And the LORD said to Moses, 
“Come up to me on the 
mountain and be there, that I 
may give to you the tablets of 
stone, and the law and the 
commandment, which I have 
written for you to teach them.” 

NET tn The last word of the 

verse is ~t 'r oAh l . 
(l®horotam), the Hiphil 

infinitive construct of h r 'y" 
(yarah). It serves as a 
purpose clause, "to teach 
them," meaning "I am giving 
you this Law and these 
commands in order that you 
may teach them." This duty to 
teach the Law will be passed 
especially to parents (Deut 
6:6–9, 20–25) and to the tribe 
of Levi as a whole (Deut 33:9–
10; Mal 2:1–9).  

Exo 24:13 ~y h il{a/h ' r h ;-l a, h v,mo  l [;Y:w:  Atr >v'm.  [:vu Ah y wI h v,mo ~q' Y"w: So Moses rose with his 
attendant Joshua, and Moses 
went up to the mountain on 
God. 

 

Exo 24:14 ~k,y l ea] bWvn"-r v, a] d[;  h z<b' W nl '-Wbv. r m; a' ~ y nIqeZ>h ;-l a,w> 
~h ,l ea] vG :y I ~y r Ib'D > l [;b;-y mi ~k,M '[i r Wx w> !r oh ] a; h NEh iw> 

To the elders he said, “Wait in 
this place for us until we return 
to you.  And behold, Aaron and 
Hur with you.  Whoever has a 
dispute, let him draw near to 
them.” 

NET tn Or "issues to 

resolve." The term is simply 

~y rIb'D > (d®varim, "words, 

things, matters"). 

Exo 24:15 r h'h '-ta, !n "['h , sk;y >w: r h 'h '-l a, h v,mo l [;Y: w: Then Moses went up on the 
mountain, and the cloud 
covered the mountain. 

 

Exo 24:16 ~y miy " tv,ve !n "['h , Wh S e k;y >w: y n:y s i r h ;-l [; h w"h y>-dAbK. !Kov .YIw : 
!n"['h , % ATmi y [iy biV.h ; ~AYB; h v, mo-l a, ar "q.YIw : 

And the glory of the LORD 
settled on Mount Sinai, and 
the cloud covered it six days.  
And on the seventh day he 
called to Moses from the midst 
of the cloud. 

 

Exo 24:17 y nEB. y nEy [el . r h 'h' var oB.  tl ,k,ao va eK. h w"h y > dA bK. h aer >m;W Now the appearance of the 
glory of the LORD was like a 

NET tn Heb "to the eyes of" 
which could mean in their 
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Verse Hebrew Literal Translation Textual Notes 

l aer "f .y I consuming fire on the top of 
the mountain to the eyes of the 
children of Israel. 

opinion.   

Exo 24:18 r h'B' h v,mo y h iy >w: r h 'h '-l a, l [;Y:w : !n" ['h , %AtB . h v,mo abo Y"w: 
p h l 'y >l' ~y [iB'r >a;w > ~Ay  ~y [iB'r >a; 

So Moses went in the midst of 
the cloud and went up on the 
mountain.  And Moses was on 
the mountain forty days and 
forty nights. 
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2 Exegetical Outline (verse summary) – Exodus 24:1-18 

V1. The LORD told Moses to come up the mountain bringing along Aaron with his sons Nadab 

and Abihu, and also seventy of Israel’s elders, who would worship at a distance. 

V2. The LORD explained to Moses that only he would come near to worship, for the others must 

not come near, and the rest of the people must not come up the mountain with Moses. 

V3. Moses returned and told the people all the words and rules the LORD had spoken; the people 

answered in agreement that they would do all the words of the LORD. 

V4. So Moses wrote down all the LORD’s words; then he rose early in the morning and built at 

the foot of the mountain an altar with 12 pillars according to Israel’s 12 tribes. 

V5. Moses sent young men of Israel to offer burnt offerings and to sacrifice peace offerings of 

bulls on the altar to the LORD. 

V6. Then Moses put half of the sacrificial blood in basins and the other half he splattered against 

the altar. 

V7. After this Moses read the Book of the Covenant in the hearing of the people, and they replied 

that all the LORD has spoken they will do—they will be obedient. 

V8. Then Moses took the blood in the basins and splattered it on the people, telling them to 

behold the blood of the covenant which the LORD had made with them according to the words 

of the book Moses has just finished reading. 

V9. After this Moses, along with Aaron, Nadab, Abihu, and the seventy elders went up the 

mountain. 

V10. There on the mountain they saw Israel’s God and something like a sky-clear pavement of 

sapphire stone under his feet. 

V11. Yet God did not strike these chief men of Israel for seeing him; instead they ate and drank 

while beholding God. 

V12. Then the LORD told Moses to come up farther on the mountain to him and wait there so 

the LORD might give Moses stone tablets engraved with God’s written law and commandment 

for the people’s instruction. 

V13. So Moses got up with his assistant Joshua and they both prepared to go up the mountain of 

God. 

V14. But before going up the mountain, Moses told the elders to wait there for them to return, 

calling attention to Aaron’s and Hur’s presence as those who should settle any dispute. 

V15. Then Moses went up the mountain, which was then shrouded by a cloud. 
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V16. The LORD’s glory-cloud settled on Mount Sinai and covered it 6 days, and on the seventh 

day he called out to Moses from out of the cloud. 

V17. When the LORD’s glory appeared it looked to the people of Israel like a consuming fire on 

the mountain peak. 

V18. Moses entered the glory-cloud and went up onto the mountain where he stayed for 40 days 

and nights. 
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3 Exegetical Outline (full) – Exodus 24:1-18 

I. Preparation for approaching the LORD on Mount Sinai (vv. 1-9) 

a. The glorious Book of the Covenant instructs the people (vv. 1-4) 

i. V1. The LORD told Moses to come up the mountain bringing along Aaron 

with his sons Nadab and Abihu, and also seventy of Israel’s elders, who would 

worship at a distance. 

ii. V2. The LORD explained to Moses that only he would come near to worship, 

for the others must not come near, and the rest of the people must not come up 

the mountain with Moses. 

iii. V3. Moses returned and told the people all the words and rules the LORD had 

spoken; the people answered in agreement that they would do all the words of 

the LORD. 

iv. V4. So Moses wrote down all the LORD’s words; then he rose early in the 

morning and built at the foot of the mountain an altar with 12 pillars according 

to Israel’s 12 tribes. 

b. The sacrificial Blood of the Covenant forgives and atones for the people (vv. 5-9) 

i. V5. Moses sent young men of Israel to offer burnt offerings and to sacrifice 

peace offerings of bulls on the altar to the LORD. 

ii. V6. Then Moses put half of the sacrificial blood in basins and the other half he 

splattered against the altar. 

iii. V7. After this Moses read the Book of the Covenant in the hearing of the 

people, and they replied that all the LORD has spoken they will do—they will 

be obedient. 

iv. V8. Then Moses took the blood in the basins and splattered it on the people, 

telling them to behold the blood of the covenant which the LORD had made 

with them according to the words of the book Moses has just finished reading. 

v. V9. After this Moses, along with Aaron, Nadab, Abihu, and the seventy elders 

went up the mountain. 

II. In the LORD’s presence on Mount Sinai (vv. 10-18) 

a. The relational benefit of blood sacrifice: fellowship with God (vv. 10-11) 

i. V10. There on the mountain they saw Israel’s God and something like a sky-

clear pavement of sapphire stone under his feet. 
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ii. V11. Yet God did not strike these chief men of Israel for seeing him; instead 

they ate and drank while beholding God. 

b. The communal benefit of covenant instruction: beholding the glory of God (12-18) 

i. V12. Then the LORD told Moses to come up farther on the mountain to him 

and wait there so the LORD might give Moses stone tablets engraved with 

God’s written law and commandment for the people’s instruction. 

ii. V13. So Moses got up with his assistant Joshua and they both prepared to go 

up the mountain of God. 

iii. V14. But before going up the mountain, Moses told the elders to wait there for 

them to return, calling attention to Aaron’s and Hur’s presence as those who 

should settle any dispute. 

iv. V15. Then Moses went up the mountain, which was then shrouded by a cloud. 

v. V16. The LORD’s glory-cloud settled on Mount Sinai and covered it 6 days, 

and on the seventh day he called out to Moses from out of the cloud. 

vi. V17. When the LORD’s glory appeared it looked to the people of Israel like a 

consuming fire on the mountain peak. 

vii. V18. Moses entered the glory-cloud and went up onto the mountain where he 

stayed for 40 days and nights. 
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4 Exegetical Outline (abbreviated) – Exodus 24:1-18 

Exegetical Proposition: In the wilderness after their Exodus from Egypt, the LORD prepared his 

people Israel to fellowship with him and behold his glory by forgiving and atoning for their sin, 

and giving them his words and commands. 

I. Preparation for approaching the LORD on Mount Sinai (vv. 1-9) 

a. The glorious Book of the Covenant instructs the people (vv. 1-4) 

b. The sacrificial Blood of the Covenant forgives and atones for the people (vv. 5-9) 

II. In the LORD’s presence on Mount Sinai (vv. 10-18) 

a. The relational benefit of blood sacrifice: fellowship with God (vv. 10-11) 

b. The communal benefit of covenant instruction: beholding the glory of God (12-18) 
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5 Theological Outline – Exodus 24:1-18 

Theological Proposition: To prepare his covenant people to fellowship with him and behold his 

glory, the LORD must forgive and atone for their sin, and give them his words and commands. 

I. The LORD prepares us to approach him by atoning for our sin and giving us his 

instructions (vv. 1-9) 

II. Once prepared, the LORD fellowships with us and shows us his glory (vv. 10-18)  
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6 Notes on Exodus 24:1-18 

1. Possible NT readings.  Mt 17:1-8 (the Transfiguration); Heb 12:18-29 (God is a consuming 

fire) 

2. Children’s sermon.  Retell the story of Jesus’ Transfiguration.  Turn off the lights and shine a 

flashlight on my face.  When finished, ask the children if they think that seeing God would 

change them.  How so?  Pray for them as they listen to the sermon, that they would want 

more and more to see God face to face someday in heaven, and that they would see God in 

Christ by faith even now. 

3. Main point: God seeks and provides fellowship with his people.  Moses and the elders see 

God.  They eat and drink with him.  Moses ascends Mount Sinai into the glory cloud and 

stays 40 days and nights.  Moses receives the building instructions for the tabernacle. 

4. The LORD has proposed (Exo 19) and already given his covenant to the people (Exo 20-23; 

cf. the 10 Commandments).  The section that follows Exodus 20 is sometimes called the 

Book of the Covenant.  In chapter 24 the LORD confirms and finalizes his covenant with 

Israel.  It is a continuation of the narrative that began in Exodus 19:1-25, and serves as the 

model for a covenant renewal worship service.  First, Moses confirms the covenant with the 

people by offering sacrifices to the LORD (vv. 3-8).  Second, the leaders of Israel, chosen by 

the LORD, eat before God, tasting fellowship with God (vv. 1-2, 9-11).  Third, the LORD 

calls Moses alone (with his assistant Joshua) further up the mountain so that Moses might 

enter God’s presence through the glory cloud (vv. 12-18).  The major themes of this passage 

are covenant ratification sworn by oath and sealed in blood, and blood sacrifice that atones 

for sin and clears the way for intimate fellowship with the LORD.  The LORD is a sovereign 

king, and those who dare enter his presence must be summoned by him.  Yet the sovereign 

LORD is gracious to offer table fellowship with his forgiven people, thus demonstrating his 

great love, mercy, and compassion for Israel.  This passages also pictures salvation.  God 

bridges the gap between himself and his people by providing blood sacrifice to atone for sin, 

and then finally drawing us into his presence to behold his glory.  Hallelujah! 

5. Vv1-11.  In this section, Moses is the presiding priest over the covenant ratification 

ceremony.  Notice the elements of the worship service. (1) Reading of God’s Word (vv. 3, 7). 

(2) Confession of faith (v. 3).  (3) Sprinkling of sacrificial blood on the altar and the people 

sealing the covenant bond between Lord and servant (vv. 4-8).  (4) Celebration of a 

sacramental meal (vv. 1-2, 9-11). 

6. Vv1-2.  These verses are possibly a summary of the rest of the chapter.  They continue the 

narrative from Exodus 20:21.  Notice God divides the people into three groups regarding 

how they must relate to the LORD’s presence.  (1) The people shall not come up on the 

mountain (v. 2b).  (2) Those who may come up but must worship from afar include Aaron 

and his sons Nadab and Abihu, and the elders of Israel (v. 1). (3) Moses alone may come 

further up the mountain near the LORD (v. 2a).  Only one man, the LORD’s chosen servant, 
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may come near to God.  This is significant, and points us to the uniqueness of Jesus Christ, 

the LORD’s chosen servant, who had perfect and intimate fellowship with God. 

7. V1. The 70 elders, earlier referenced in Exodus 18:12 (and possibly Exo 18:21) may 

symbolically represent the 70 descendants of Jacob who made the trek to Egypt from the 

Promised Land.  Thus they represent all Israel (probably around 6 from each of the 12 tribes), 

which is one of the roles of elders (to represent the people; cf. Num 11:16-17, 24-25).  

Worship is literally “bow down,” picturing what worship looks like bodily and the posture of 

the heart the body reflects. 

8. V2. Moses is exalted and set apart as God’s chosen one to have special access to his 

presence.  Moses is consecrated as the sole mediator of the old covenant.  Jesus is the sole 

mediator of the new and better covenant (Heb 3:1-6).  Jesus is the greater Moses with greater 

access to God’s presence than Moses or anyone else ever had.  Remember the 

Transfiguration (Mt 17:1-8) where Moses (representing the Law) and Elijah (representing the 

Prophets) appear on Christ’s right and left as the voice from heaven instructs the disciples to 

listen to God’s beloved son (as the one greater than even Moses and Elijah!). 

9. V3. “Words” refers to the 10 Commandments.  “Laws” refers to the Book of the Covenant 

(Exo 20:22-23:19).  This verse may signal the point in time when Moses delivered the Book 

of the Covenant (“laws”) to Israel, since they had already received the Decalogue (Exo 20:3-

17).  These words and rules that Moses read to Israel reminded them how they should live as 

God’s holy people, and of the reciprocal nature of the covenant.   Then Israel responded by 

answering with one voice (i.e., with one accord) with the standard biblical formula of 

commitment (cf. Exo 19:8).  Thus Israel agreed to the terms of the covenant.  But they are the 

“vassal” ruled by the suzerain Lord in this covenant relationship, so they don’t really have 

freedom of choice.  Israel as a redeemed people understood this and submitted to their 

sovereign LORD.  God and the people have ratified their covenant partnership.  But saying 

and doing are two different things.  We must love God in deed and in truth (1 Jn 3:18; cf. Mt 

21:28-32). 

10. Vv4-8.  Note that the covenant ratification ceremony teaches us how we must worship.  

Moses used Scripture, the altar of sacrifice, the twelve stones which symbolize the people of 

God (the Church), and the blood of Christ (Heb 9:19-24).  As new covenant believers we 

come to the altar of the cross where Christ our final sacrifice for sin has been offered once 

and for all.  We are a people governed by God’s covenant book (the Scriptures), and we 

worship together as the Church.  Also notice that there are not instructions given from the 

LORD (at least none in the text) as to building an altar and offering sacrifices.  It seems 

Moses knew the basic form of covenant inauguration from the ancient Near East cultural 

custom and from the memory of Abraham’s experience with the LORD in Genesis 15. 

11. V4. Since Moses is considered the lawgiver of the old covenant, it is significant when we 

find a record of him writing (or being commanded to write) God’s words for the people.  

There are only three references in Exodus to this (here; cf. Exo 17:14; 34:28).  Now the 

words are not merely in the air and in memory.  They are recorded for posterity as legal 

documents governing the relationship between the LORD and his servant people.  This 

recording of God’s words would later be stored in the ark according to the custom for 
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covenant treaty documents (Exo 25:16, 21).  Then Moses built an altar that represents God’s 

presence as Covenant LORD.  Perhaps Moses supervised each tribe and its elders building 

their own pillar?  The 12 stone pillars symbolize and memorialize the 12 tribes of Israel, who 

are witnesses to the covenant agreement (cf. Gen 31:44-48, 51-54; Josh 24:26-27).  The 

pillars are weighty physical markers erected for posterity that something historic and 

momentous has transpired at a certain time in this place.  Thus the altar and the pillars 

symbolize God and Israel together as covenant partners. 

12. Vv5-7.  On the LORD’s side, the sacrifices laid the foundation of the covenant and 

formalized it (v. 5).  On Israel’s side, the people’s response to obey the LORD and all the 

words of the covenant was their corporate agreement with all the LORD had done and said 

(v. 7). 

13. V5. The people had already offered burnt and peace offerings to the LORD, so they 

understood their need of forgiveness and fellowship with God.  Burnt offerings symbolize 

giving oneself completely to God.  Peace offerings symbolize fellowship and communion 

with God.  But the LORD had not yet given instructions on how to offer these sacrifices.  He 

had not yet revealed the rules of regulated proper worship.  Thus the people were ignorant of 

their proper practice and meaning.  Later it becomes abundantly clear that the people must 

have more direction (a word from the LORD) when they offer sacrifices to the golden calf 

idol (Exo 32:6).  Before the hereditary Aaronic priesthood is established to regulate who may 

offer blood sacrifices, young men of Israel are called to the altar as cultic assistants (cf. 1 

Sam 2:11-18).  Perhaps they were the firstborn sons of the tribe of Levi who would soon be 

consecrated as priests?  It seems that strength and agility were required to bring the oxen to 

the altar and conduct the sacrificial service, communicating that the priests would perform a 

strong and sure-handed task in their function as priests at the altar.  The significance of the 

blood sacrifices at this point indicates the covenant is sealed on the basis of blood sacrifice 

that atones for sin and guilt. 

14. Vv6-8.  Blood was always splattered (sprinkled) when offering sacrifices.  Sprinkling was 

done in various ways: spreading handfuls of blood, with the finger, or with a hyssop 

sprinkler.  Why did Moses splatter the altar and the people with the sacrificial blood?  The 

text does not explain, but the likely reason is to symbolize purification—the cleansing and 

atoning aspects of sacrifice for sin.  When both the altar and the people are covered in blood, 

they are united to each other.  Thus the people would understand the blood on the altar that 

covered sin actually covered their own sin.  The blood on both also may symbolize the union 

of God and Israel in covenant together.  Furthermore, the blood anoints and consecrates the 

people for their calling to be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation before their LORD (Exo 

19:4-6).  Their consecration by the sacrificial blood mediated by the priest Moses inaugurates 

their rule as a priestly kingdom.  The blood atones for their sins and purifies them to fulfill 

their calling to be a holy nation (cf. Heb 9:18-22).  This covenant ratification makes possible 

the leaders of Israel being invited by God to ascend Mount Sinai into his presence to meet the 

LORD. 

15. Quotation: “In the blood sprinkled upon the altar, the natural life of the people was given up 

to God, as a life that had passed through death, to be pervaded by His grace; and then through 
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the sprinkling upon the people it was restored to them again, as a life renewed by the grace of 

God.” ~ Keil and Delitzsch 

16. V6. Moses divided the total amount of blood in two, emphasizing the blood’s two-fold 

function.  One part he poured into bowls.  This part, which would be sprinkled on the people, 

symbolized the oath that binds them to obey God’s Word (Lev 8:30).  The second part he 

splattered or sprinkled on the altar.  Spreading blood across the altar symbolized that the 

offering was a covenant sacrifice acceptable to the LORD.  This part of the blood symbolized 

God’s forgiveness and his acceptance of the offering.  God would keep his oath (cf. Gen 

15:9-18; Heb 6:13).  Moses performed this part of the covenant ratification ceremony first 

because it is primary.  God’s wrath against sin must be satisfied before those who are in 

danger of his holy wrath can safely enter his presence and into covenant relationship with 

him. 

17. Vv7-8.  Moses performed the second part of the covenant ratification ceremony because now 

that God’s wrath against sin had been satisfied through blood sacrifice, the people must give 

their knowledgeable consent to their responsibilities as God’s covenant partners.  Moses read 

for them all the words of the covenant, and they heartily acquiesced to them.  The burnt 

offering symbolized their given themselves completely to their Redeemer and Lord.  After 

Israel agreed to obey God and his covenant, Moses sprinkled the sacrificial blood on them as 

symbolizing a divine covering of mercy.  For it wasn’t their blood, but the blood of a 

substitute that would atone for covenant sins (committed and omitted).  God knew how much 

his people would need his mercy, for he knew they would not be able to keep his covenant 

without regularly approaching God through the sacrificial blood as a repentant and forgiven 

people. 

18. V7. The “Book of the Covenant” probably referred to the 10 Commandments (Exo 20:3-17) 

and the words the LORD gave to Moses and the people following the summary of the Law.  

These would constitute his commands and rules (Exo 20:22-23:33).  This label usually refers 

to the social law codified in Exodus 20:2-23:19.  But in this context the phrase most likely 

refers back to everything Moses had just written (material stretching back to Exodus 19:5-6).  

Moses read it in the hearing of all the people.  This would become customary practice for 

renewing the covenant with Israel (Dt 31:9-13; 2 Kgs 24:1-3; Neh 8:1-8).  ANE treaties 

(covenants) were required to be written down and read aloud in the hearing of the covenant 

partners.  It is possible that at this time Moses began to write down all which would become 

the Pentateuch.  Thus the ratification of the old covenant was the occasion for the beginning 

of Holy Scripture.  A momentous event indeed! 

19. V8. The blood of the covenant was not only a burnt offering for sin, but also a peace offering.  

Jesus used the words “blood of the covenant” as he instituted the sacrament of the Lord’s 

Supper (Mt 26:28; Mk 14:24).  In doing so he linked it with the peace offering of the old 

covenant (cf. 1 Cor 10:17-18).  After the people pledged themselves in obedience to the 

LORD and his covenant (v. 7), Moses sprinkled them with the blood of the covenant, sealing 

the deal. Note some commentators suggest Moses sprinkled the pillars with blood as they 

represented the people.  Either way Moses’ action is symbolic since it would be impossible to 

sprinkle every Israelite with blood.  By first their oath commitment and second the blood, 

they were effectually brought under the covenant with the LORD, sanctified and consecrated 
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for his service (cf. Heb 9:18-19). The responsibility of keeping covenant now rests legally on 

both the LORD and his people. The blood marked both cleansing of sin to ritually purify and 

prepare Israel to enter into covenant with God, and marked the covenant relationship as 

accomplished only through atonement for sin through blood sacrifice (cf. Heb 9:21-22).  In 

the NT, Jesus fulfilled this symbolism when he offered the cup of the Lord’s Supper, 

employing the same formula with the words, “This cup is the blood of the covenant, which is 

poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins” (Mt 26:28; cf. Heb 9:20).  The sacrificial 

thing symbolized in the new covenant is Christ himself, who shed his blood for the 

forgiveness of sins. 

20. Vv9-11.  The peace offering symbolizes peace and fellowship with God.  When Israel’s 

leaders ate and drank before the LORD, they enjoyed the thing signified: fellowship and 

communion in God’s presence. 

21. V9. Now the text resumes the narrative of Exodus 24:1-2.  All the leaders of Israel (Moses, 

Aaron, Nadab, Abihu, and the 70 elders) went up the mountain.  Nadab and Abihu are 

included in those invited to the covenant meal since they will be the first Levitical priests 

descended from Aaron, and thus will serve as priestly mediators between God and Israel.  

This summons is a preparation for the tasks of priesthood. 

22. V10. This verse must be interpreted in light of Exodus 33:20 where God declares no one may 

see his face and live.  When they saw the God of Israel, it was not a full revelation of the 

LORD, but only a partial or veiled revelation.  Note the account focuses on seeing that which 

is under the LORD’s feet alone, so perhaps they were either not permitted to look higher, or 

God did not reveal himself past “his feet” (cf. Exo 33:20 where God’s upper body in 

theophanic form is not directly seen).  Remember that when Isaiah saw the LORD in his 

heavenly temple, he only describes seeing the hem of God’s robe.  Another way of 

understanding their seeing God is that this “seeing” was something different from the topic of 

Exodus 33:20 (“man shall not see me and live”; cf. 1 Tim 6:16).  Perhaps the chief Israelite 

men only saw the place where God stood, i.e, a partial vision of God when they saw the 

sapphire-like pavement “under his feet”.  The image is of God enthroned above the 

heavens/sky, and of God’s people bowing down before his feet in worship.  Maybe this is all 

they saw of God—a glimpse of his glory in light, fire, and beauty.  The stone pavement looks 

like the clear blue sky (cf. Eze 1:26-28).  It appeared to them to be lapis lazuli (sapphire; cf. 

Rev 4:3), which is a beautiful precious stone available in artificial form in Egypt.  See below 

for a pictorial example. 
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23. V11. Normally people are in grave danger when they are near God’s holiness.  Ancient 

people commonly understood that to see God usually led to one’s death.  But here the text 

emphasizes the fact that Israel’s leaders were safe in the LORD’s presence.  He did not lay 

his hand on them, but instead God showed himself to them as they ate and drank in his 

presence.  In other words, God stayed his awesome power by mercifully sparing his people.   

24. V11. After seeing God, they shared a meal as they beheld him, foreshadowing the Lord’s 

Supper, the covenant meal sealed by Christ’s sacrificial death.  Thus they are at peace with 

God and enjoy good relations with the LORD of Israel.  This covenant meal celebrates the 

conclusion of covenant ratification (cf. Gen 31:46; Exo 18:12; Mt 26:28).  It is a tangible 

promise of the glory that it represented—fellowship in the visible presence of the LORD.  

The story and memory of this meal would serve as a reminder to Israel that God would 

greatly bless those who continued as faithful servants in the covenant relationship mediated 

and administered by Moses.  Note their fellowship with God prefigures our seeing the face of 

God in Jesus Christ (Jn 14:9).  Christians enjoy ever greater fellowship with God in Christ.  

Christ is the bread of life, our food for eternal life (Jn 6:53-58).  Christ our Bread is 

sacramentally symbolized in the Lord’s Supper.  We look forward by faith to the day when 

Christians will sit at God’s table at the marriage supper of the Lamb and experience the 

fulfillment of this covenant meal on Mount Sinai (Rev 19:7-9; 22:4). 

25. Vv12-18.  In this section Moses ascends the mountain (Mount Sinai, the mountain of the 

LORD) to receive the covenant written on stone tablets.  These tablets would contain the 10 

basic principles (Ex 20:3-14) on which the specific stipulations of their covenant relationship 

with the LORD are based (Exo 21:1-23:33). 

26. V12. Moses prepares to enter the LORD’s presence to receive further instruction, including 

detailed instructions for constructing the tabernacle.  The tablets of stone, given to Moses by 

God himself, codified in writing the words which the LORD had previously given through 

his spoken word.  This refers to the Ten Commandments (the Decalogue), not the Book of the 

Covenant.  From this we learn the authority of God is contained and reflected in both his 

spoken word and his written word.  Thus the holy Scriptures, summarily collected as the 

Bible of the OT and NT, are God’s authoritative written word that are no less authoritative 
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than if God spoke.  The spoken word of God does not trump or outrank the written word of 

God. 

27. V13. Here for the first time Joshua son of Nun is referred to as Moses’ assistant.  The text 

does not explain how Joshua assisted Moses. Perhaps as a physical attendant for the older 

man (cf. Exod 33:11; Josh 1:1).  Perhaps as a witness and to prepare him as Moses’ 

successor.  Perhaps as a secretary or recorder. 

28. V14. Moses instructed the elders of Israel to wait on the mountain for his return.  None 

except those invited by God may dare enter his presence.  For any others to approach God 

without summons meant death (Exo 19:21-22, 24).  In the meantime they were to serve as 

adjudicators of disputes between the people.  These instructions to remain here set the scene 

for Exodus 32 when Israel’s leaders fail in their task to settle disputes in a righteous fashion.  

Israel’s leaders give them a golden calf idol so they might offer sacrifices to it and worship 

before it. 

29. Vv15-16.  These verses anticipate the climax of Exodus when the LORD’s glory cloud 

covers the tent of meeting and fills the tabernacle (Exo 40:34-35).  Glory in the OT is not 

something thin or temporary or fading.  The word “glory” denotes heaviness, weightiness, 

solidity, and connotes great significance or worth.  God’s glory is a visible manifestation of 

his absolute reality!  Of his person, power, and majesty (Ezek 1:28; 10:4).  And especially is 

divine presence.  When God’s glory appears, one can be sure that the LORD is near. 

30. Application: If God is all-glorious, then what does it mean to give glory to God?  How can he 

received anything from creation?  In the Bible, to give glory to God, or to glorify God, means 

to speak or act in a way that acknowledges who God really is.  This is why Christians alone 

are able to glorify God, because Jesus Christ is the glory and image of God (2 Cor 4:4).  God 

was glorified when Jesus was glorified in his crucifixion, death, and resurrection (Jn 17:1-5).  

And when Christ appears again at his second coming he will reveal the full glory of God as 

he delivers the kingdom to the Father (Rev 21:11, 23).  Christians are able to glorify God 

because the Spirit of God (the Spirit of Christ, the Holy Spirit) indwells believers.  And 

Christians are assured they will share in God’s glory because of the Spirit’s deposit and 

guarantee of faith in our hearts (Rom 5:2; Col 1:27). 

31. V15. It seems that Joshua attended to Moses up until a middle place on the mountain 

between the elders and leaders below and the LORD above.  At this middle place he 

remained while Moses ascended the rest of the way to meet the LORD.  In this way Joshua 

was elevated in position above the elders and leaders, positioning him to succeed Moses 

when the appointed time arrived.  The glory cloud (shekinah) of the LORD covered the 

mountain as Moses ascended, enveloping him and obscuring the people’s view of Moses.  It 

is as if Moses went behind a curtain out of sight of the watching audience.  The word 

shekinah (immanent dwelling of God) does not occur in the Bible, but some Jews and 

Christians use the term to describe God’s visible presence.  It is alluded to in some biblical 

passages (Isa 60:2; Rom 9:4).  Moses called it the pillar of cloud.  It first appeared in Exodus 

with a two-fold purpose.  First, to block the Egyptians from catching the fleeing Israelites.  

Second, guide the Israelites in the wilderness by day and night (Exo 13:21; 14:19-20 17:5; 

Acts 1:9). 
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32. V16. God’s “glory” is a manifestation of his divine presence, usually accompanied by bright 

light, a flame of fire, and smoke or cloud.  This fiery glory cloud covered the mountain for 6 

days, and on day 7 God called Moses from the glory cloud to come further up the mountain.  

The glory of the LORD “settled” or “dwelt” on the mountain, foreshadowing the primary 

topic of the rest of the book of Exodus: God’s dwelling place among his people.  The text 

does not explain why Moses had to wait 6 days before ascending the mountain.  But we can 

deduce that even Moses faced difficulty in approaching the LORD. 

33. V17. A devouring fire is often the way God’s presence is described in Exodus (Exod 3:2; 

13:21-22; 19:18; 40:38; cf. Dt 4:24; 9:3; Isa 30:30; Ezek 1:4; cf. Heb 12:18-29). 

34. V18. This verse returns us to the scenery of Exodus 19 with God’s fiery glory appearing atop 

Mount Sinai. It appears that even Joshua stays behind now that Moses alone ascends the 

mountain (cf. Exo 24:2; 33:11), emphasizing Moses’ special access to God (Exo 32:15).  The 

cloud is the fiery glory cloud that shrouds the LORD in mystery and splendor.  God invites 

Moses to the mountain top into the cloud to be with him—into the “Holy of Holies” in a 

sense as God’s high priestly mediator.  It must have been frightening and exciting for Moses 

to walk into the cloud of God’s glory!  He was to be with God for 40 days and nights (a 

common period of time in the Bible indicating a full period; cf. Exo 34:28; Dt 9:9-11, 18, 

25).  We know Moses fasted on the mountain (Dt 9:9).  The NT parallel account of Jesus 

indicates the same amount of time Jesus fasted while he was tested and tempted in the 

wilderness before he began his public ministry (Mt 4:2; cf. 1 Kgs 19:8).  In a similar way, the 

LORD was preparing Moses to lead Israel through the wilderness (Dt 8:2).  Jesus is the 

greater Moses, for when Jesus returns from the wilderness he does not break the covenant 

tablets and return for another copy.  He testifies that the people broke the covenant and then 

takes the punishment due to covenant breakers on himself.  Jesus intercedes, mediates, 

substitutes, and died for his people. 
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8 Sermon References 

Romans 8:5-8  5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds 
on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their 
minds on the things of the Spirit.  6 For to set the mind on the flesh is death, 
but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.  7 For the mind that is set 
on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it 
cannot.  8 Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

Psalm 10:4   4 In the pride of his face the wicked does not seek him; all his 
thoughts are, "There is no God." 

Ezekiel 1:26, 28a  26 And above the expanse over their heads there was 
the likeness of a throne, in appearance like sapphire; and seated above the 
likeness of a throne was a likeness with a human appearance.  28 Like the 
appearance of the bow that is in the cloud on the day of rain, so was the 
appearance of the brightness all around. Such was the appearance of the 
likeness of the glory of the LORD. And when I saw it, I fell on my face, 

John 14:6-9a   6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life. No one comes to the Father except through me.  7 If you had known 
me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do know him 
and have seen him."  8 Philip said to him, "Lord, show us the Father, and it 
is enough for us."  9 Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you so long, and 
you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the 
Father. 



Administering the Lord’s Supper 
3/13/2016 

 

• Words of Christ ordaining this institution (Mt 26:26-30; Mk 14:22-25; Lk 22:15-20; 1 Cor 11:23-32) 

o Here in the Lord’s Supper we have a gospel memorial. It reminds God’s chosen, delivered, and forgiven 

people of Christ’s death, his sacrifice on the cross. He is our substitute who gave his life for ours. His blood 

atones for our sins as the final burnt offering. God requires no more blood sacrifices for sin because Jesus’ 

sacrifice for us was perfect, and therefore final. 

o The Lord’s Supper is also a gospel memorial of our fellowship with God. As Jesus hung on the cross and died 

as the final peace offering, God reconciled us to himself. Now we who trust in Christ, the crucified and risen 

one, are invited to God’s table. Not merely to eat and drink, but to behold God our strong friend. At a distance 

he appears terrible. At his feet he appears awesome and enthroned above the heavens. And at the Lord’s Table 

he shows himself a strong friend. Behold! He is wonderful. 

o As you take the bread and the cup, understand they are glorious sacramental signs and seals of God’s new 

covenant with his people. They don’t glow with the brightness of God unveiled because their glory is seen by 

faith. This common bread signifies Christ’s body broken on the cross, and the common cup signifies his blood 

shed on the cross. All the old covenant sacrifices, including the burnt and peace offerings, were fulfilled at the 

cross—the place where the infinitely more glorious new covenant was inaugurated and ratified forever. 

• If you are one of God’s baptized children, having confessed your faith publicly, living a life of confession and 

repentance, and a member of any church where the gospel of Jesus is faithfully preached, then I welcome and 

encourage you to come to the Lord’s table. Crucify your pride once again as you offer your life as a living 

sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual act of worship (Rom 12:1). And do not be afraid of 

him who loves you, gave his life for you, and will by no means lay his heavy hand on you. 

• Brief exhortation and fence the table (not baptized, not publically confessed the faith, not under the care and 

government of a particular branch of Christ’s Church) do not take the bread and wine, but instead take Christ by 

faith today—take him to be the end of your crippling fear and self-justifying pride, so that you may see God with 

a humble, thankful, and joyful heart. Then please talk with one of the elders or deacons immediately after the 

worship service today so you might join God’s people as we behold our glorious God now and forevermore. 

• Invitation to silent prayer for preparation (confess sin, acknowledge God’s love for you) 

• After allowing time for elders to come forward, close the silent prayer time with a brief prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lord Jesus Christ on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it, gave it to His disciples, as I, 

ministering in His name, give this bread to you, and said, “Take, eat; this is My 

body which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 
o Reminder to hold the bread and eat together as a body since the one loaf represents Christ’s unified body. 

• Optional: read a scripture (1 John 3:1-3) 

In the same manner, He also took the cup, and having given thanks as has been 

done in His name, He gave it to the disciples, saying, “This cup is the new covenant 

in My blood, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. Drink from it, all of 

you.” 
o Reminder to drink from the cup as you are ready since Jesus shed his blood to save you. 




