
  

 

   

Luke 2:21-35 “Destiny’s Child” December 24, 2015 

OT Lesson: Isaiah 9:1-7  Brian M. Sandifer 

The salvation of the Lord is a person, Jesus the Christ Child, prophesied at birth to be the holy child of 

destiny—God’s appointed sign who would someday reveal the hearts of many who would fall and rise 

because of him. Your thoughts about Jesus reveal whether you are headed for a spiritual rise or fall. 

Introduction – Story of trying to find meaning in the birth of my firstborn son. Every Scripture clearly 

points to or subtly hints at him. There was no shortage of miraculous and prophetic words spoken about 

him when he was a baby. Jesus has been at the center of controversy ever since. 

I. A Wonderful Child 

A. Jesus is the redeemed Redeemer (vv. 21-24) 

The offering is a redemption of the firstborn son required of all firstborn sons of Israel (Ex 13:1-13; 

Num 18:15-16). Thus Jesus began his life as the Redeemer who fulfilled the Law’s redemption 

requirements for his people (Gal 4:4-5). Wonderful! 

B. Jesus is God’s salvation for all peoples (vv. 25-32) 

Every people group would have believers who worship Jesus as their salvation (Ps 98). God had 

prepared beforehand that this would be so. The Gentiles were not expecting the consolation of Israel, 

nor salvation to come to them. Their darkness was deep, therefore the light brought spiritual sight to 

them. Thus Jesus was a “revelation”, salvation revealed to them (Isa 42:6-7). Israel is the people 

through whom the Savior was born, thus he is Israel’s glory. Simeon could see all this in a tiny baby 

(Isa 60:1-3). Wonderful! 

II. A Wonderful Sign 

A. Jesus is destined to cause you to rise or fall (vv. 33-34a) 

Jesus was appointed by God to be the great divider exactly according to God’s foreordained plan for 

history. It is Jesus’ destiny to be the cause of the fall and rising of many in Israel (Dan 2:34, 45; Jn 

1:11-13). From now on there will be resistance to the divine truth about Jesus. The rest of the gospel 

story records this hostility toward Jesus, the “sign of opposition” (Jn 8:31-59). They slandered his 

miraculous birth (Jn 8:41). They attributed the power of his miracles to Satan (Mt 12:22-24). They 

questioned his character (Jn 9:16, 24). They mocked his death (Mt 27:39-44). They lied about his 

resurrection (Mt 27:62-66). And they denied his second coming (2 Pet 3:1-4). 

B. Jesus will pierce and reveal your heart (vv. 34b-35) 

The way people respond to Jesus, rejecting or accepting him, opposing him or worshiping him, killing 

him or dying for him, reveals their hearts. Specifically it reveals the nature of their relation to God in 

either salvation or judgment, rising or falling. Many will be scandalized by the means God must use 

to bring salvation to his people: the cross of Christ. This cross is the “sword” that would pierce 

Mary’s heart. And your heart too. One’s reaction to Jesus reveals one’s reaction to God.  

Conclusion – Jesus Christ, God’s true firstborn Son, born to die on the cross for the forgiveness of sins, 

redeemed to be the Redeemer, the Savior of the world, the salvation of God, is the sign of God’s divinely 

revealed truth that reveals the true nature of people’s hearts. In the final accounting, Destiny’s Child is the 

cause of your raised fist or bended knee, depending on who Jesus is to you. When you look over the 

shoulders of Joseph, Mary, and Simeon upon little baby Jesus, who do you see? 
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1 Original Language, Personal English Translation, and Textual Notes 

Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

Lk 2:21 K a i. o [t e  evp l h,sqhsa n hm̀ e ,ra i  ovkt w. t o u/ 
p e rit em ei /n a uvt o.n ka i . evkl h,qh t o. o ;no m a  a uvt o u/ 
VIhso u/j ( t o . kl hqe .n up̀ o . to u/ a vgge,l o u p ro . t o u/ 
sul l hm f qh/na i  a uvt o .n e vn t h/| ko i li,a |Å 

And when eight days were completed, when he 
was circumcised, his name was called Jesus, the 
name by the angel before he was conceived in the 
womb. 

 

Lk 2:22 K a i. o [t e  evp l h,sqhsa n a i  ̀hm̀ e,ra i  t o u/ 
ka qa ri sm o u/ a uvt w/n ka t a. t o.n no ,m o n Mwu?se ,wj ( 
a vnh,ga go n a uvt o.n e ivj  ~Ie ro so ,l um a  pa ra sth/sa i  
t w/| kuri ,w|( 

And when the days of their purification according to 
the Law of Moses were filled, they brought him into 
Jerusalem to present to the Lord, 

 

Lk 2:23 ka qw.j  ge ,gra p ta i  evn no ,m w| kuri ,o u o [t i  pa/n 
a ;rse n d i a noi/go n m h,t ra n a [gi o n t w/| kuri ,w| 
kl hqh,se t a i ( 

(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male 
who opens the womb shall be called holy to the 
Lord”), 

NET tn Grk "every male that opens 

the womb" (an idiom for the firstborn 
male). 

Lk 2:24 ka i. t o u/ d o u/na i  qusi ,a n ka t a. t o. e ivrhm e ,no n e vn 
t w/| no ,m w| kuri ,o u( z e u/go j  t rugo ,nwn h' d u,o  
no sso u.j  p e ri ste rw/nÅ 

and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in 
the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two 
young pigeons.” 

 

Lk 2:25 K a i. i vd o u. a ;nqrwp o j  h=n e vn VIe ro usa l h.m  w-| 
o ;no m a  S um e w.n ka i . o  ̀a ;nqrwp o j  o u-t o j  d i,ka i o j  
ka i. e uvl a b h.j  p ro sd e co,m e no j  p a ra ,kl hsi n t o u/ 
VIsra h,l ( ka i. p ne u/m a  h=n a [gi o n evp V a uvt o,n\ 

And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose 
name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and 
devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the 
Holy Spirit was upon him. 

 

Lk 2:26 ka i. h=n a uvt w/| ke crhm a ti sm e,no n up̀ o . t o u/ 
p ne u,m at o j  t o u/ a g̀i ,o u m h. i vd ei/n qa ,na t o n p ri .n 
Îh'Ð  a 'n i;d h| t o.n cri st o .n kuri ,o uÅ 

And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit 
that he would not see death before he had seen the 
Christ of the Lord. 

NET tn The use of the passive 
suggests a revelation by God, and 
in the OT the corresponding Hebrew 
term represented here by 
ke crhm a ti sme ,no n 
(kechreÒmatismenon) indicated some 
form of direct revelation from God 
(Jer 25:30; 33:2; Job 40:8). 

Lk 2:27 ka i. h=l qe n e vn t w/| p ne u,m ati  e ivj  t o. i è ro,n\ ka i . e vn 
t w/| e ivsa ga ge i/n t o u.j  go nei /j  t o. p ai d i,o n VIhso u/n 
t o u/ p oi h/sa i  a uvt o u.j  ka t a. t o. e i vqi sm e,no n t o u/ 
no ,m o u p e ri. a uvt o u/ 

And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when 
the parents brought in the infant Jesus, to do to him 
according to the custom of the law concerning him, 

 

Lk 2:28 ka i. a uvt o .j  evd e,xa t o  a uvt o . ei vj  t a.j  avgka ,l a j  kai. 
e uvl o,ghse n t o .n qe o .n ka i . e i=p e n\ 

And he took him in his arms and blessed God, and 
said, 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

Lk 2:29 nu/n a vp o l u,e i j  t o.n d o u/l o ,n so u( d e,sp o t a ( kat a. 
t o. rh̀/m a , so u e vn e ivrh,nh|\ 

“Now you release your servant, Lord, according to 
your word, in peace. 

 

Lk 2:30 o [t i  ei=d o n o ì o vf qa l m oi, m o u t o. swt h,ri o ,n so u( For my eyes have seen your salvation,  

Lk 2:31 o ] ht̀ o i,m a sa j  ka ta. p ro ,swp o n p a,nt wn t w/n 
l a w/n( 

that you prepared in the presence of all peoples,  

Lk 2:32 f w/j  e ivj  avp o ka ,l uyi n evqn w/n ka i . d o,xa n l a o u/ 
so u VIsra h,l Å 

a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to 
your people Israel.” 

 

Lk 2:33 ka i. h=n o  ̀p a t h.r a uvt o u/ kai . h ̀m h,t hr 
qa um a,z o nt e j  e vp i. t oi /j  l al o um e,no i j  pe ri. a uvt o u/Å 

And his father and mother were amazed at what 
was spoken about him. 

NET tc Most MSS ([A] Q [Y] ¦13 33 

Û it) read "Joseph," but in favor of 

the reading ò pa th .r a uv to u/ (ho pateÒr 
autou, "his father") is both external 

(a B D L W 1 700 1241 pc sa) and 

internal evidence. Internally, the fact 
that Mary is not named at this point 
and that "Joseph" is an obviously 
motivated reading, intended to 
prevent confusion over the virgin 
conception of Christ, argues 
strongly for ò pa th .r a u vto u/ as the 

authentic reading here. See also the 
tc note on "parents" in 2:43. 

 

Metzger’s NT Textual Commentary 

o  ̀p a th.r a uvt o u/ ka i. h ̀m h,thr {B} 

In order to safeguard the 
doctrine of the virgin birth of Jesus, 
o  ̀p a th,r was replaced by V I wsh,f in 

a variety of witnesses, some of them 
ancient (Old Latin, Gothic, and the 
Diatessaron). Other witnesses 
added a uvt o u/ after m h,t hr, either for 

stylistic balance with o  ̀p a t h.r 

a uvt o u/ (as a* L 157 al), or by 

transfer when o  ̀p a t h.r was 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

replaced by V Iwsh,f. Besides a 

number of singular readings, VIwsh.f  
o  ̀p a th.r a uvt o u/ ka i. h ̀m h,thr 
a uvt o u/ (157 eth) is an obvious 

conflation. 

 

Lk 2:34 ka i. e uvl o ,ghse n a uvt o u.j  S um e w.n ka i . e i=p e n p ro.j  
M a ri a.m  t h.n m ht e,ra  a uvt o u/\ i vd o u. o u-t o j  ke i/t ai  
e ivj  p t w/si n ka i . avna ,st a sin p o l l w/n e vn t w/| 
VIsra h.l  ka i. e i vj  shm ei/o n a vnt i le go,m e no n& 

And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his 
mother, “Behold!  This one is appointed for the 
falling and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign 
that is opposed, 

 

Lk 2:35 ka i. so u/ Îd e .Ð  a uvt h/j  t h.n yuch.n d i e l e u,se t ai  
rò m f ai,a & o [p wj  a'n a vp o kal uf qw/si n e vk p o l l w/n 
ka rd i w/n d i a l o gi sm oi,Å 

and a sword will pierce through your own soul 
also—in order that the thoughts of the heart of 
many may be revealed.” 
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2 Exegetical Outline – Lk 2:21-35 (verse summary) 

V21. At the end of eight days the child was circumcised and given the name Jesus—the same 

name the angel had given him before he was conceived in his mother’s womb. 

V22. When the days of purification according to the Mosaic Law arrived for them (Joseph and 

Mary), they brought Jesus to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord. 

V23. It is written in the Law of the Lord that every firstborn male child shall be called holy to the 

Lord. 

V24. Joseph and Mary came to Jerusalem to offer according to the Law of the Lord which says 

such a sacrifice should be a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons. 

V25. Now the Holy Spirit was upon a righteous and devout man in Jerusalem named Simeon 

who was waiting for Israel’s consolation. 

V26. The Holy Spirit had revealed to Simeon that he would not die until he had seen the Lord’s 

Christ. 

V27. So Simeon came in the Spirit to the temple when the parents brought in the infant Jesus to 

do to him according to the Law’s custom. 

V28. Then Simeon took Jesus in his arms and blessed God with his words. 

V29. Simeon sang to the Lord that now God is dismissing in peace his servant Simeon according 

to the word the Holy Spirit had revealed to him. 

V30. Simeon sang to the Lord that his eyes have seen the Lord’s salvation. 

V31. Simeon sang to the Lord that this salvation has been prepared by God in the presence of all 

peoples. 

V32. Simeon sang to the Lord that this salvation is a light for revelation to Gentiles, and for 

glory to Israel God’s people. 

V33. Jesus’ father and mother (Joseph and Mary) were amazed at what was said about Jesus. 

V34. The Simeon blessed them and spoke a prediction to Jesus’ mother Mary that the child is 

destined to be the fall and rising of many in Israel, and destined to be an opposed sign. 

V35. Simeon spoke a prediction to Mary that this child’s appointment and sign would reveal the 

heartfelt thoughts of many, and that a sword would pierce through Mary’s soul also. 
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3 Exegetical Outline – Lk 2:21-35 (full) 

I. Jesus is circumcised and named, and his parents offer the firstborn sacrifice at the temple 

in Jerusalem (vv. 21-24) 

a. V21. At the end of eight days the child was circumcised and given the name Jesus—

the same name the angel had given him before he was conceived in his mother’s 

womb. 

b. V22. When the days of purification according to the Mosaic Law arrived for them 

(Joseph and Mary), they brought Jesus to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord. 

c. V23. It is written in the Law of the Lord that every firstborn male child shall be called 

holy to the Lord. 

d. V24. Joseph and Mary came to Jerusalem to offer according to the Law of the Lord 

which says such a sacrifice should be a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons. 

II. Simeon finally sees the Lord’s salvation, the Christ child, and thanks the Lord (vv. 25-32) 

a. Simeon sees the Christ child, the Lord’s salvation (vv. 25-28) 

i. V25. Now the Holy Spirit was upon a righteous and devout man in Jerusalem 

named Simeon who was waiting for Israel’s consolation. 

ii. V26. The Holy Spirit had revealed to Simeon that he would not die until he 

had seen the Lord’s Christ. 

iii. V27. So Simeon came in the Spirit to the temple when the parents brought in 

the infant Jesus to do to him according to the Law’s custom. 

iv. V28. Then Simeon took Jesus in his arms and blessed God with his words. 

b. Simeon’s song: Nunc Dimittis (vv. 29-32) 

i. V29. Simeon sang to the Lord that now God is dismissing in peace his servant 

Simeon according to the word the Holy Spirit had revealed to him. 

ii. V30. Simeon sang to the Lord that his eyes have seen the Lord’s salvation. 

iii. V31. Simeon sang to the Lord that this salvation has been prepared by God in 

the presence of all peoples. 

iv. V32. Simeon sang to the Lord that this salvation is a light for revelation to 

Gentiles, and for glory to Israel God’s people. 

III. The Christ child’s destiny for Israel and Mary (vv. 33-35) 
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a. V33. Jesus’ father and mother (Joseph and Mary) were amazed at what was said about 

Jesus. 

b. V34. The Simeon blessed them and spoke a prediction to Jesus’ mother Mary that the 

child is destined to be the fall and rising of many in Israel, and destined to be an 

opposed sign. 

c. V35. Simeon spoke a prediction to Mary that this child’s appointment and sign would 

reveal the heartfelt thoughts of many, and that a sword would pierce through Mary’s 

soul also. 
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4 Exegetical Outline – Lk 2:21-35 (abbreviated) 

Exegetical Proposition: After Jesus’ parents circumcised and named him, they brought him to the 

temple in Jerusalem for their purification and to offer the firstborn son sacrifice according to the 

Law of Moses, then a man named Simeon came to see baby Jesus, to thank God for his finally 

seeing the Christ child who is the Lord’s salvation, and to prophesy the child’s destiny for Israel 

and his mother Mary. 

I. Jesus is circumcised and named, and his parents offer the firstborn sacrifice at the temple 

in Jerusalem (vv. 21-24) 

II. Simeon finally sees the Lord’s salvation, the Christ child, and thanks the Lord (vv. 25-32) 

a. Simeon sees the Christ child, the Lord’s salvation (vv. 25-28) 

b. Simeon’s song: Nunc Dimittis (vv. 29-32) 

III. The Christ child’s destiny for Israel and Mary (vv. 33-35) 
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5 Theological Outline – Lk 2:21-35 

Theological Proposition: The salvation of the Lord is a person, Jesus the Christ child, who was 

prophesied at birth to be the holy child of destiny—God’s appointed sign who would someday 

reveal the hearts of many who would fall and rise because of him. 

I. Even as a baby, Jesus is the firstborn of God, the Christ child, who received the covenant 

sign as one holy to the Lord, and who kept the Law of the Lord even from birth (vv. 21-

24). 

II. Even as a baby, Jesus is the Lord’s salvation: God’s consolation for his people Israel and 

God’s revelation to all nations (vv. 25-32). 

III. Even as a baby, Jesus is the child of destiny, God’s appointed sign to reveal the hearts of 

many who would fall and rise because of him (vv. 33-35). 
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6 Notes on Lk 2:21-35 

1. The beginning of this account highlights several things: the piety of Jesus’ family, their 

faithfulness to God, and their keeping of God’s law.  While the OT temple worship and 

sacrificial regulations are no longer required, Joseph’s and Mary’s faithful obedience 

continue to instruct Christians today.  They faithfully and meticulously obeyed God from the 

heart according to the will of God for their era.  They recognized the requirement to approach 

God properly, with body and spirit prepared to draw near (Jn 4:24).  They needed God’s 

cleansing and forgiveness to be right with God.  We should do the same to show God our 

faith, loyalty, love, and thanks (Heb 10:19-25). 

2. V21. The name Jesus in Hebrew is Yeshua (Joshua), which means “Yahweh saves” or “the 

LORD saves.”  Even the child’s name reveals his destiny, for he will save his people from 

their sins.  On the eighth day he received the sign and seal of circumcision, which was the 

covenant marker for Jewish boys as children set apart as holy to the Lord.  The Law 

proscribed circumcision on the eighth day (Gen 17:12; Gal 4:4-5).  Even from the eighth day, 

Jesus is perfectly set apart has holy—circumcised in the flesh and in the heart.  Jesus is God’s 

holy one who is mighty to save.  It is his calling, his mission, his destiny.  Jesus’ 

circumcision, a symbol of the spiritual circumcision he would undergo in his crucifixion, was 

his first suffering for his people.  As in the cross Jesus suffered and died for his people, so in 

his circumcision on the eighth day after he was born is a suffering with us and for us (Gal 

6:15; Phil 3:1-3; Col 2:10-11).  For in Jesus circumcision is fulfilled.  He is the Circumcised 

One, set apart as holy to the Lord, cut off because of sin for us (Isa 53:4-6, 8, 10-12. 

3. V22. The time of purification, required of Mary since she was ceremonially “unclean, would 

have been 40 days (8 days later is the time of circumcision following the birth of a son, 33 

days later according to Lev 12:1-8; 8+33=40 counting inclusively for a time to keep away 

from holy things).  According to the Law of Moses, the purification offering consists of a 

burnt offering and a sin offering.  Luke says it is “their purification” but only Mary needs to 

be ceremonially purified, thus Luke combines Mary’s “purification” and Jesus’ 

“redemption.” Joseph would have been permitted to undergo ritual purification, but it was not 

required.  But since Mary gave birth away from home in a stable, then Joseph was probably 

rendered unclean for his assistance in the birth.  They went up to Jerusalem because the city 

is on Mount Zion.  All roads to Jerusalem go up. 

4. V23. NET sn An allusion to Exod 13:2, 12, 15. 

5. V23. Jesus was the firstborn male to open Mary’s womb, therefore according to the 

Scriptures he was considered ritually “holy” to the Lord and must be offered to the Lord (Ex 

13:2).  Jesus’ holiness as firstborn also points to him being the only begotten of the Father.  

He is firstborn of all creation, holy to the Lord. 

6. V24. NET sn The offering of a pair of doves or two young pigeons, instead of a lamb, speaks of the 

humble roots of Jesus' family - they apparently could not afford the expense of a lamb.  A quotation 
from Lev 12:8; 5:11 (LXX). 
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7. V24. Jesus’ family offers the less expense offering of turtledoves and pigeons, probably 

because they were poor and could not afford the lamb which was the normal sacrifice 

prescribed for the firstborn male offering.  But even though they did not bring a lamb, they 

brought the Lamb of God!  The offering is a redemption of the first born son required of all 

first born sons of Israel (Ex 13:1-13; Num 18:15-16).  This offering is (1) a dedication to the 

Lord of each first born Jewish son in remembrance and thanksgiving of being delivered from 

the tenth Egyptian plague (death of all first born male children; Ex 11:4-5; 12:29-30; 13:2-

16), and (2) a redemption or ransom payment of five silver shekels for the first born son in 

lieu of the Lord taking instead the whole tribe of Levi into his service (Num 3:12-13, 45; 

8:14-19). Thus Jesus began his life fulfilling the Law’s requirements (cf. Gal 4:4). 

8. V25. NET sn The restoration of Israel refers to Simeon's hope that the Messiah would come and 

deliver the nation (Isa 40:1; 49:13; 51:3; 57:18; 61:2; 2 Bar 44:7). 

9. V25. This is the only time this man Simeon appears in the Bible.  He is described as 

“righteous and devout”, indicating he is a faithful layman who worships God.  Simeon is one 

of the faithful remnant that eagerly anticipated and looked for the Messiah (Mal 3:16).  He is 

in the temple worshiping God and waiting for the “consolation of Israel” (cf. Isa 40:1; 49:13; 

51:3; 52:9; 57:18; 61:2).  (Note the traditional Jewish prayer: “May I see the consolation of 

Israel!”  Simeon’s prayer was answered when he laid eyes on baby Jesus in the temple.)  This 

is the comfort of Israel (Isa 40-66)—comfort in the sense of coming alongside to strengthen 

through the forgiveness of sins and the saving of the lost (Lk 2:30, 1:77; 19:10).  In other 

words, Simeon is looking for the Lord’s Messiah, the Savior of Israel.  That the Holy Spirit 

was upon Simeon indicates that he is powerfully anointed by God and the Holy Spirit 

manifests the presence of God.  What happens next suggests Simeon was a prophet, or at 

least he prophesied at this moment when we God reveals a divine message about Jesus to him 

and Jesus’ family. 

10. V26. The Holy Spirit had previously revealed to Simeon that he would not die until he had 

seen the consolation of Israel—the Lord’s Christ (cf. Ps 2:2; 45:7; 110:1; Isa 61:1).  This 

must have been an incredible comfort to Simeon.  Not only would the Savior certainly be 

born in Simeon’s lifetime, but Simeon himself would get to see him!  Therefore Simeon 

knew God was actively at work to keep his promise to save his people. 

11. V27. NET sn The temple courts is a reference to the larger temple area, not the holy place. Simeon 

was either in the court of the Gentiles or the court of women, since Mary was present. 

12. V27. Simeon was somewhere in Jerusalem, and when Jesus’ parents brought him to the 

temple to offering the sacrifices for Jesus according to God’s law, then Simeon was led by the 

Holy Spirit into the temple to meet them.  His time had come to see the consolation of Israel.  

The divinely-appointed meeting of prophet and Christ child is about to take place. 

13. V28. Finally Simeon the prophet lays eyes on Jesus the consolation of Israel.  Then Simeon 

takes up Jesus in his arms and blessed God.  Note Jesus would late do the same for little 

children, even infants (Mk 9:36; 10:16).  Remember Simeon is not a priest conducting 

sacrifices or part of the temple administration.  Likely he is a stranger to Jesus’ family.  But 

Joseph and Mary allow Simeon to hold their baby.  What a scene this must have been, surely 

marvelous to Jesus’ parents. 
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14. Vv29-32.  Simeon’s song is a worship hymn, a salvation hymn, a joyful resignation hymn, 

and a missionary hymn.  Simeon blesses God for what the Christ child means to him 

personally, and what he means to the nations of the world (both Jew and Gentile). 

15. V29. Simeon immediately recognized that the Lord’s prophecy had been fulfilled in this 

meeting of prophet and Christ.  And so Simeon prays, thanking God for allowing him to see 

Jesus.  Now that he has seen the Christ, Simeon thanks God for allowing him to finally 

depart this life in peace according to God’s promise.  It is as if Simeon was a sentinel on 

watch for the Lord’s Christ, and now that he has discharged his duty to announce the Christ 

child, he now asks to be relieved of his long-occupied post.  His life’s work is complete, so 

he can now die a peaceful, happy servant of God.  Simeon has finished his race (cf. 2 Tim 

4:6-8). 

16. Illustration & Application: Contentment comes from seeing Jesus, the Lord’s Christ, who is 

our salvation.  Try to remember a Christmas present that brought you lasting contentment.  

There is no such gift.  Whether you wanted an Oscar Meyer Weenie Whistle, a G.I. Joe Cobra 

Hiss Tank, or like Ralphie an official Red Ryder, carbine action, two-hundred shot range 

model air rifle, or whatever childhood wish you made, it didn’t bring real contentment—even 

though you we’re sure you could die and go to heaven once you got it.  Any other place or 

thing from which we seek contentment will rob us of it.  Only Christ’s salvation can satisfy.  

Christ is the only gift for which those who receive him can die and go to heaven.  Simeon 

knew this.  Do you? 

17. Vv30-32.  These verses form 2 poetic couplets that form synthetically parallel thoughts.  

Salvation (v. 30) is parallel to the Light (v. 32).  The light that gives revelation to the Gentiles 

(v. 32a) is parallel to the glory to your people Israel (v. 32b).  This offer of salvation is 

universal.  Compare Simeon’s song to Isaiah 52:8-10 where Zion rejoices when she sees the 

Lord’s salvation. 

Isaiah 52:8-10   8 The voice of your watchmen--they lift up their voice; together they sing for joy; for 
eye to eye they see the return of the LORD to Zion.  9 Break forth together into singing, you waste 
places of Jerusalem, for the LORD has comforted his people; he has redeemed Jerusalem.  10 The 
LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall 
see the salvation of our God. 

18. V30. NET sn To see Jesus, the Messiah, is to see God's salvation. 

19. V30. Jesus is God’s salvation.  Salvation is a person, and a baby at that.  Simeon know that to 

see Jesus is to see God’s salvation. 

20. V31. God’s salvation, Jesus Christ, has been prepared in the presence of all peoples (Jews 

and Gentiles, thus totally inclusive).  The whole world would see Jesus as their salvation.  

Not in terms of every single person, but every single people group would have believers who 

worship Jesus as their salvation (Ps 98; Isa 49:6).  God had prepared beforehand that this 

would be so. 

21. V32. Jesus the salvation of God gave the light of revelation to the Gentiles (Isa 42:6-7; 49:6; 

51:4).  The Gentiles were not expecting the consolation of Israel, nor salvation to come to 
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them.  Their darkness was deep, therefore the light brought spiritual sight to them.  Thus 

Jesus was a “revelation”, salvation revealed to them.  As for Israel, Jesus brings them glory 

since they already possessed the revelation of God.  Israel is the people through whom the 

Savior would be born, thus he is Israel’s glory.  Jesus is truly light, revelation, and glory—the 

Savior of the world (Isa 60:1-3; Mic 1:15; Mt 28:19; Jn 1:3-9; 3:16; 4:42; 10:11, 14, 16; Acts 

13;47; Eph 2:13-14; Col 1:27; Rev 7:9-17). 

22. V33. Such grand words for such a small baby.  What a song!  Joseph and Mary marveled at 

what this stranger, Simeon, prophesied about their newborn son whom he did not know.  Yet 

it was not so much Simeon at whom they marveled, but at Simeon’s words of their son Jesus. 

(Note the author Luke has already noted that Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit and 

born of the virgin Mary (Lk 1:35-37), thus Joseph’s parental role is legal, not biological.)  

They already knew Jesus was special, but they are listening, watching, and learning more 

about the destiny of Jesus as it is progressively revealed to them.  Simeon brings new 

revelation about their son Jesus.  And they marveled.  With Simeon’s song (the fifth and last 

of the Jesus announcement songs in Luke), Mary and Joseph learn that Jesus will not merely 

be the Savior of Israel, but of the Gentile world as well.  Jews could hardly wrap their minds 

around a universal Savior!  So they marveled. 

23. V34. NET sn The phrase the falling and rising of many emphasizes that Jesus will bring division in 

the nation, as some will be judged (falling) and others blessed (rising) because of how they respond 
to him. The language is like Isa 8:14–15 and conceptually like Isa 28:13–16. Here is the first hint that 
Jesus' coming will be accompanied with some difficulties. 

24. V34. Then Simeon blessed Jesus’ parents, turning from singing to prophesying.  He turned to 

Mary to speak words specifically for her to hear.  Behold! called attention to what he would 

say to her next.  He wanted her to pay attention.  This child Jesus is one appointed 

beforehand by God for a particular task.  Jesus would be the great divider exactly according 

to God’s foreordained plan for history.  It is Jesus’ destiny to be the cause of the fall and 

rising of many in Israel (Dan 2:34, 45; Jn 1:11-13; 6:66).  “Fall” refers to the judgment of the 

proud and arrogant, even the rulers of this world (cf. Lk 1:50-53; 6:24-26).  They will fall 

from their heights to the depths because of Jesus (cf. Isa 8:13-15; 28:13-16; cf. Lk 20:17-18; 

Rom 9:33; 1 Pet 2:6-8).  “Rising” refers to the humble and meek being saved by Jesus (cf. Lk 

4:18-19; 6:20-23).  They will rise from the depths of woe to the heights of salvation because 

of Jesus (Lk 13:28-29).  That Jesus is a sign (a revelation of divine truth that points to God) 

that is opposed means there will be opposition in the future to the divine truth about Jesus.  

Neutrality regarding Jesus is forever impossible (Mt 12:30; Lk 11:23).  The rest of the gospel 

narratives record this opposition to Jesus the miraculous “sign of opposition” (Lk 4:28-29; Jn 

6:41, 52; 8:13, 31-59).  They slandered his miraculous birth (Jn 8:41), they attributed the 

power of his miracles to Satan (Mt 12:22-24), they questioned his character (Jn 8:48, 52; 

9:16, 24), they mocked his death (Ps 22:6-8; Mt 27:39-44), they lied about his resurrection 

(Mt 27:62-66), and they denied his second coming (2 Pet 3).  Today many still oppose him in 

these same ways.  Those opposed to Jesus were typically the religious and political leaders 

who felt threatened by his subversive message of salvation for the humble sinner and 

judgment for the proud self-righteous.  Indeed, Jesus is a sign that is opposed throughout the 

ages, even to this day.  He is the cause of the “Christmas Culture Wars” and the cause of the 

war over Christmas inside the hearts of those who oppose him.  The gospel of Jesus Christ is 
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the sign of God’s divinely revealed truth that reveals the true nature of people’s hearts.  Some 

fall on account of the gospel due to their opposition and unbelief, while others rise due to 

their submission and belief. 

25. Application: What do you think of Jesus Christ (Mt 22:42)?  This is the most important 

question anyone can answer (1 Jn 4:1-3). 

26. V35. NET sn The remark the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed shows that how people 

respond to Jesus indicates where their hearts really are before God.  A sword refers to a very large, 
broad two-edged sword. The language is figurative, picturing great pain. Though it refers in part to the 
cross, it really includes the pain all of Jesus' ministry will cause, including the next event in Luke 
2:41–52 and extending to the opposition he faced throughout his ministry. 

27. V35. The offer of salvation may be universal (to all peoples), but it brings a personal 

challenge.  Many will be scandalized by the means God must use to bring salvation to his 

people: the cross of Christ.  This cross is the “sword” that will pierce Mary’s heart.  Now the 

challenge comes to each person in particular.  Every single person must ask themselves 

whether they have accepted the Christ of the gospel, or are they still rejecting him.  One’s 

reaction to Jesus reveals one’s reaction to God. 

28. V35. Simeon also told Mary that she would not be untouched by those who would oppose 

her son Jesus.  He predicted to Mary that a sword would pierce her own soul, breaking her 

heart through intense sorrow—both as the mother of Jesus and as a worshiper of Jesus (Jn 

19:25).  The opposition to her son Jesus, that would culminate in his brutal and humiliating 

crucifixion, would cut through her soul like a sword.  She would see with her own eyes his 

rejection and crucifixion.  This is the painful cost of bearing and raising the Son of God as 

her own child.  What would this opposition to Jesus reveal?  What would be the purpose of 

such opposition and falling, or support and rising?  So that the thoughts from many hearts 

may be revealed.  The way people would respond to Jesus, rejecting or accepting him, 

opposing him or worshiping him, killing him or dying for him, would reveal their hearts.  

Specifically it would reveal their relation to God in either salvation or judgment, rising or 

falling.  Jesus’ coming reveals people as they really are in their hearts. 

29. V35. Even though Mary must have been startled by Simeon’s prophecy of the sword that 

would pierce her heart, she may have been comforted knowing that she was included in the 

eternal plan of God’s salvation for the world.  Yes, the rejection and crucifixion of her son 

would pierce her heart, but his resurrection on the third day would transform her sorrow to 

joy and strength of faith. 

30. Application: If Jesus is the great divider that reveals the hearts of men regarding their 

position and belief about God, then we should expect the division to continue today.  If a 

sword pierced believing Mary’s soul, then believers should expect opposition and pain to 

pierce our souls as well.  Following Jesus can draw painful opposition from Jesus’ enemies.  

But following Jesus will always result in rising from the depth to the glories of heaven, for 

that is following Jesus’ trajectory. 

31. Quotation: “The gospel ultimately leads to a raised fist or a bended knee. We have seen both 

in our work.” ~ John Freeman, Harvest USA 
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