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Revelation 22:1-21 “The Story of Promise” June 21, 2015 

OT Lesson: Genesis 2:4-17  Brian M. Sandifer 

Heaven will be paradise, shared with God and his worshiping people who remain faithful to God’s Word 

and hold fast to God’s promise to come and repay the righteous and unrighteous for their deeds. The 

Bible closes with a vision calling us to believe, hope, trust, and wait for God to fulfill his promise. 

Introduction – “I will fight no more forever.” Story of Chief Joseph, the leader of the Nez Perce tribe. 

I. Starting at the End of Promise 

A. A vision of heaven (vv. 1-5) 

John has a heavenly vision of the creation curse removed, where the river of living water, the tree of 

life, and all God’s servants worship in the light of God’s glory. Nothing will be accursed. In his light, 

God’s people will serve forever as priestly kings over the new heaven and earth. 

B. A promise from God (vv. 6-17) 

Jesus promises he is coming soon and will bring his recompense to the righteous and unrighteous. 

The unrighteous will harden in their character and deeds. The righteous will be strengthened in who 

they are and what they do. But Jesus who sees all from beginning to end will balance the scales of 

justice and repay every person for what he has done. 

C. A warning and charge (vv. 18-21) 

Don’t change the words of Revelation. If you do, you will fall victim to all the terrible plagues 

described in this book. Instead, believe and keep God’s promises until Jesus comes. Long for his 

return. Wait patiently. Be long-suffering. Live obediently by his grace until the end. 

II. What is the Story of Promise? 

A. Act One: Creation 

The world was once a paradise. God placed Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden to exercise 

dominion over it. God assigned them duties of cultivation, guardianship, and expansive development. 

So as long as humanity remained faithful to their creation mandate and avoided the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil, God would live in their presence forever. If Adam proved himself 

faithful, then God would confirm Adam in righteousness and glorify creation in holiness. 

B. Act Two: Fall 

Satan appeared as a serpent and convinced them God’s promise was not trustworthy. God decided to 

display his magnificent grace by making a new promise: to put strife between the serpent and the 

woman, and between his children and hers. Satan would bruise his heel, but he would crush Satan’s 

head (Gen 3:15). But until the time of fulfillment, God’s people could not have access to God’s 

garden sanctuary and the tree of life. So they had to leave. The history of man outside the garden is 

full of violence, murder, sexual exploitation, theft, blasphemy, idolatry, and every manifestation of 

falsehood. 

C. Act Three: Israel 

But God did act upon his ancient promise to save the world. His plan was to choose the children in 

the line of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel to be a holy people who would show the world how awesome 
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life in the Garden of Eden was supposed to have been, and will be someday. The best part of the plan 

was that God would dwell in his new garden land with his people Israel. But like Adam and Eve, the 

nation chose to pursue its own vision of paradise rather than trust God’s promise. For centuries God 

send his servants the prophets to Israel, each calling the people to believe God’s promise. When it 

became obvious that Israel had become hardened in her rejection of God’s promise and reached the 

point of no return, God exiled his people away from his presence in the garden home land. 

D. Act Four: Jesus & the Church 

With the arrival of Jesus, the Son of God came to dwell with his people. As the seed of the woman, 

Jesus suffered Satan’s bite when he died on the cross, but Jesus crushed the serpent’s head when he 

rose from the dead. And as the King of kings, Jesus appointed his cleansed servants to reign with him 

over all the earth. As he reigns from heaven, his servants testify to the truth that Jesus is steadily 

fulfilling God’s promise to save the world. Until the day when paradise is regained, the Church exists 

to believe the promise, testify to the promise, and live faithfully to the promise. 

E. Act Five: New Creation 

Someday the story of promise will end happily ever after. Jesus will return to earth and finish God’s 

promised plan to save the world. He will be their God in Christ, and they will be his people in Christ. 

III. Why the Story of Promise? 

A. To reveal what heaven will be like (vv. 1-5) 

The Church’s future hope is worshiping God in heaven where the curse is no more and life springs 

eternal. The image of a garden-city awakens our hope for paradise restored: unbroken fellowship with 

God and people. Such imagery in Revelation’s promises to comfort the believer during times of 

persecution, trial, and suffering. Heaven is the promise of a homeland. 

B. To describe who will enter heaven (vv. 6-17) 

Only those who worship God alone will enter heaven. If John could fall into false worship, there must 

be a subtle danger of even faithful Christians falling into idolatry. A Christian is one who admits he 

has filthy clothes stained with sin. He knows there is no way to be righteous and holy unless he 

washes his sin away with the blood of Jesus. Verse 11 says patterns of behavior, whether guided by 

unbelief or faith, eventually become “set in stone” or irreversible. Regarding the unrighteous, when 

the evildoer and filthy hear the message of Revelation and refuse to repent, their hearts are hardened. 

But when the righteous and holy hear Revelation, their hearts are shaped by its promises.  

C. To instruct how to enter heaven (vv. 18-21) 

First get your doctrine of the Bible right. Do not alter God’s Word in any way, but believe his 

promises and keep his Word until Jesus comes. If you add or subtract from the Bible, you won’t be in 

a position of submission to God. You’ll think the Bible needs to be cleansed rather than you! Only 

those who believe all of God’s Word are in a position to be washed in Christ’s cleansing blood, and 

thereby made holy, and therefore to do right. Only those will enter heaven. 

Conclusion – Note this last chapter of Revelation (and of the entire Bible) draws together many of the 

macro themes addressed earlier in Revelation.  Creation, Fall, Love, Sacrifice. All these major themes 

find their fulfillment in God’s Story of Promise in which he finishes his work of creation, redemption, and 

consummation. Is it worth all the sacrifice and trouble and energy and scorn and heartache and suffering 

to believe and trust the Story of Promise? God’s answer in Revelation, where we marvel at the ending of 

all God’s Stories, is Yes (2 Cor 1:20)! 



Revelation 22:1-21 Brian M. Sandifer 

Heritage Presbyterian Church 1 6/21/2015 

1 Original Language, Personal English Translation, and Textual Notes 

Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

Rev 22:1 K a i. e ;d ei xe,n m o i  p ot am o.n u[d a t o j  z wh/j  
l a mp ro.n ẁj  kru,st a l l o n( e vkp o re uo,m e no n 
e vk t o u/ qro ,no u t o u/ qe o u/ ka i. t o u/ a vrni ,o uÅ 

Then he [the angel] showed me a river of 
the water of life, clear as crystal, flowing 
from the throne of God and of the Lamb, 

 

Rev 22:2 e vn m e,sw| t h/j  p l at ei ,a j  a uvt h/j  ka i. t o u/ 
p o ta m o u/ e vnt e u/qe n ka i . e vke i/qe n xu,l o n 
z wh/j  p oi o u/n ka rp o u.j  d w,d e ka ( kat a. 
m h/na  e[ka st o n avp o d id o u/n  t o.n ka rp o .n 
a uvt o u/( ka i . t a. f u,l l a  t o u/ xu,l o u e ivj  

qe ra p ei,a n t w/n e vqnw/nÅ 

through the middle of its city street.  And on 
each side of the river, there the tree of life, 
bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit 
according to each month.  And the leaves of 
the tree were for the healing of the nations. 

 

Rev 22:3 ka i. p a /n ka t a,qe m a  o uvk e ;st a i  e;t i Å ka i. o  ̀
qro ,no j  t o u/ qe o u/ ka i. t o u/ a vrni ,o u evn 
a uvt h/| e ;st a i ( kai. o i  ̀d o u/l o i  a uvt o u/ 

l a t re u,so usi n a uvt w/| 

And there will no longer be any curse.  And 
the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in 
it, and his servants will worship him. 

 

Rev 22:4 ka i. o ;yo nt a i  t o. p ro ,swp o n a uvt o u/( ka i. t o. 
o ;no m a  a uvt o u/ e vp i. t w/n m e tw,p wn a uvt w/nÅ 

And they will see his face, and his name will 
be on their foreheads. 

 

Rev 22:5 ka i. nu.x o uvk e ;st a i  e;t i  kai . o uvk e;co usi n 
cre i ,a n f wt o.j  l u,cno u ka i . f wt o.j  hl̀ i,o u( 
o [t i  ku,ri o j  ò qe o .j  f wt i,se i  evp V a uvt o u,j ( 
ka i. b a si l e u,so usi n e ivj  t ou.j  a ivw/na j  t w/n 
a ivw,nwnÅ 

And there will be no more night.  And they 
will not have need of the light of a lamp or of 
sun, because the Lord God will shine on 
them, and they will reign forever and ever. 

 

Rev 22:6 K a i. e i=p e,n m o i \ o u-t oi  o ì l o ,go i  p i sto i. 
ka i. a vl hqi no i,( ka i . ò ku,ri o j  o  ̀qe o.j  t w/n 
p ne um a,t wn t w/n p ro f ht w/n a vp e,st e i le n 
t o.n a ;gge l o n a uvt o u/ d e i/xa i  t oi/j  d o u,l o i j  
a uvt o u/ a ] d e i/ ge ne,sqa i  e vn t a,ce i Å 

And he said to me, “These words are 
trustworthy and true.  And the Lord God of 
the spirits of the prophets has sent his angel 
to show his servants what things must soon 
take place. 

 

Rev 22:7 ka i. i vd o u. e;rco m a i  ta cu,Å m a ka,ri o j  ò 
t hrw/n t o u.j  l o,go uj  t h/j  p ro f ht ei,a j  t o u/ 
b i b li,o u t o u,t o uÅ 

And behold, I am coming soon!  Blessed is 
the one who keeps the words of the 
prophecy of this book.” 

 

Rev 22:8 K a vgw. VIwa ,nnhj  o  ̀a vko u,wn ka i . b l e,p wn 
t a u/t a Å ka i. o [t e  h;ko usa  ka i. e ;b l e ya ( 
e ;p e sa  p ro skunh/sa i  e;m p ro sqe n t w/n 

And I, John, was hearing and seeing these 
things.  And when I heard and saw them, I 
fell down to worship before the feet of the 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

p o d w/n t o u/ a vgge,l o u t o u/ d e i knu,o nt o ,j  m oi  
t a u/t a Å 

angel who showed them to me. 

Rev 22:9 ka i. l e ,ge i  m o i \ o[ra  m h,\ su,nd o ul o ,j  so u, 
e ivm i  kai . t w/n a vd e l f w/n s o u t w/n 

p ro f ht w/n ka i. t w/n t hro u,nt wn t o u.j  
l o ,go uj  t o u/ b i bl i,o u t o u,t o u\ t w/| qe w/| 
p ro sku,nhso nÅ 

But he said to me, “See that you do not do 
that!  I am a fellow servant with you and 
your brothers the prophets, and with those 
who keep the words of this book.  Worship 
God!” 

 

Rev 22:10 K a i. l e,ge i  m oi \ m h. sf ra gi ,sh|j  t o u.j  
l o ,go uj  t h/j  p ro f ht ei,a j  to u/ b i b li,o u 
t o u,t o u( ò ka i ro.j  ga .r evggu,j  e vst i nÅ 

And he said to me, “Do not seal up the 
words of the prophecy of this book, for the 
appointed time is near. 

 

Rev 22:11 o  ̀a vd i kw/n a vd i khsa,t w e ;t i ka i. o  ̀rùp a ro .j  
rùp a nqh,t w e ;t i ( ka i. o  ̀d i,ka i o j  
d i kai o su,nhn p o i hsa,t w e;t i  kai. o  ̀a [gi o j  
a g̀i a sqh,t w e ;t i Å 

Let the evildoer still do wrong, and the 
defiled still be defiled, and the righteous still 
do righteousness, and the holy still be holy. 

 

Rev 22:12 VId o u. e ;rco m a i  t a cu,( ka i . o  ̀m i sqo,j  m o u 
m e t V e vm o u/ a vp o do u/na i  èka ,st w| ẁj  t o . 
e ;rgo n e vst i.n a uvt o u/Å 

Behold, I come soon, and my reward with 
me, to repay each as is his work. 

 

Rev 22:13 e vgw. t o. a ;l f a  kai. t o . w=( o  ̀p rw/t o j  kai. o  ̀
e ;sca t o j ( h̀ a vrch. ka i. t o . t e,l o j Å 

I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and 
the Last, the Beginning and the End. 

 

Rev 22:14 M a ka,ri o i  oi  ̀p l u,no nt e j  t a.j  st o l a.j  
a uvt w/n( i [na  e;st a i  h̀ e vxo usi ,a  a uvt w/n e vp i. 

t o. xu,l o n t h/j  z wh/j  ka i. to i/j  p ul w/si n 
e ivse ,l qwsi n e i vj  t h.n p o ,l inÅ 

Blessed are those who wash their robes, 
that the right shall be theirs to the tree of life 
and may enter the gates the gates of the 
city. 

 

Rev 22:15 e ;xw o ì ku,ne j  ka i . o ì f a,r m a ko i  ka i. o ì 
p o,rno i  ka i. o i  ̀f o ne i/j  kai . o ì 
e ivd wl o l a,t ra i  ka i. p a/j  f il w/n ka i . p oi w/n 

ye u/d o j Å 

Outside are the dogs, the sorcerers, the 
sexually immoral, the murderers, the 
idolators, and everyone who loves and 
practices falsehood.” 

 

Rev 22:16 VE gw. VIhso u/j  e ;p e m ya  t o.n a ;gge l o,n m o u 
m a rt urh/sa i  ùm i /n t a u/t a  evp i. t a i/j  
e vkkl hsi,a i j Å evgw, e ivm i  h̀ r` i ,z a  ka i. t o. 

ge ,no j  D a ui,d ( ò a vst h.r o  ̀l a mp ro.j  o  ̀
p rwi?no ,j Å 

“I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to 
you all about these things for the churches.  
I am the root and offspring of David, and the 
bright morning star.” 

 

Rev 22:17 K a i. t o. p ne u/m a  kai. h ̀nu, m f h le,go usi n\ And the Spirit and the Bride say, “Come!”   
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

e ;rco uÅ ka i. o  ̀a vko u,wn e i vpa ,t w\ e;rco uÅ ka i . 
o  ̀d i yw/n e vrce ,sqw( o  ̀ qe ,l wn l a b e,t w u[d wr 
z wh/j  d wre a,nÅ 

And let him who hears say, “Come!”  And let 
him who thirsts come, and the one who 
wishes, let him take without cost the water 
of life. 

Rev 22:18 M a rt urw/ evgw. p a nt i. t w/| a vko u,o nt i  t o u.j  
l o ,go uj  t h/j  p ro f ht ei,a j  to u/ b i b li,o u 
t o u,t o u\ eva,n t i j  evp i qh/| evp V a uvt a,( 
e vp i qh,se i  ò qe o .j  e vp V a uvt o .n t a .j  p lhga.j  

t a.j  ge gra mm e,na j  evn t w/| b i b li ,w| t o u,t w|( 

I testify to everyone who hears the words of 
the prophecy of this book, if anyone adds to 
them, God will add to him the plagues 
recorded in this book. 

 

Rev 22:19 ka i. e va ,n t i j  a vf e,l h| avp o . tw/n l o ,gwn t o u/ 
b i b li,o u t h/j  p rof hte i,a j  t a u,t hj ( avf e l ei/ 
o  ̀qe o .j  t o. m e,ro j  a uvt o u/ a vp o. t o u/ xu,l o u 
t h/j  z wh/j  ka i. e vk t h/j  p o ,le wj  t h/j  a g̀i,a j  
t w/n ge gra mm e,nwn e vn t w/| b i b li,w| t o u,t w|Å 

And if anyone takes away from the words of 
the book of this prophecy, God will take 
away his share in the tree of life and in the 
holy city, which are recorded in this book. 

NET tc The Textus Receptus, on which the 
KJV rests, reads "the book" of life (a vpo. 

b i,b l ou, apo biblou) instead of "the tree" of 

life. When the Dutch humanist Desiderius 
Erasmus translated the NT he had access 
to no Greek MSS for the last six verses of 
Revelation. So he translated the Latin 
Vulgate back into Greek at this point. As a 
result he created seventeen textual variants 
which were not in any Greek MSS. The 
most notorious of these is this reading. It is 
thus decidedly inauthentic, while "the tree" 
of life, found in the best and virtually all 
Greek MSS, is clearly authentic. The 
confusion was most likely due to an intra-
Latin switch: The form of the word for "tree" 
in Latin in this passage is ligno; the word for 
"book" is libro. The two-letter difference 
accounts for an accidental alteration in 
some Latin MSS; that "book of life" as well 
as "tree of life" is a common expression in 
the Apocalypse probably accounts for why 
this was not noticed by Erasmus or the KJV 
translators. (This textual problem is not 
discussed in NA27.) 

Rev 22:20 Le ,ge i  ò m a rt urw/n t a u/t a\ na i ,( e;rco m a i  
t a cu,Å VAm h,n( e ;rco u ku,ri e  VIhso u/Å 

He who testifies to these things says, “I 
come soon.”  Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

Rev 22:21 ~H  ca ,ri j  t o u/ kuri ,o u VIhso u/ m e ta. 
p a,nt wnÅ 

The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you all. omit a vm h,n) {B} 

The Textus Receptus, following a 046 

051 almost all minuscules vg syrph, h copsa, bo 
arm eth al, concludes the book with a vm h,n. If, 

however, this word were present originally, it 
is difficult to account for its omission in such 
witnesses as A 1006 2065txt 2432 itgig 
several mss. of the Vulgate (including codex 
Fuldensis) Tyconius al. 

Metzger, Textual Commentary on the NT 

NET tc Most MSS (a Û) read "amen" 

(a vmh ,n, ameÒn) after "all" (pa ,n tw n, pantoÒn). It 

is, however, not found in other important 
MSS (A 1006 1841 pc). It is easier to 
account for its addition than its omission 
from the text if original. Such a conclusion is 
routinely added by scribes to NT books 
because a few of these books originally had 
such an ending (cf. Rom 16:27; Gal 6:18; 
Jude 25). A majority of Greek witnesses 
have the concluding a vmh ,n in every NT book 

except Acts, James, and 3 John (and even 
in these books, avmh ,n  is found in some 

witnesses). It is thus a predictable variant. 
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2 Exegetical Outline (verse summary) – Revelation 22:1-21 

V1. The angel showed John the Revelator a heavenly vision: the river of living, crystal-clear 

water flowing from the throne of God and the Lamb. 

V2. John saw the river flowing through the middle of the city street, and on both sides of the 

river grew the tree of life—it yielded twelve kinds of fruit according to each month and leaves to 

heal the nations. 

V3. Nothing that exists will be cursed because the throne of God and the Lamb will be in the city 

where God’s servants will worship him. 

V4. God’s worshipers will see his face, and God’s name will be written on their foreheads. 

V5. Night will no longer exist and light from lamp or sun will no longer be necessary because 

God will give them light, and so they will reign forever in God’s light. 

V6. The angel said to John that the words previously spoken are trustworthy and true.  Then the 

angel declared the Lord God of the prophets had sent him to show God’s servants what would 

soon happen. 

V7. Then Jesus declared he is coming soon, and blessed is the one keeps the prophetic word of 

this book of Revelation. 

V8. John testified as the one who witnessed these things, and that when he saw and heard them 

from the angel he fell down before the angel to worship him. 

V9. The angel told John he must not worship him, but only God, since as an angel he is a fellow 

servant with John, the prophetic brothers, and those who keep the words of the book of 

Revelation. 

V10. The angel commanded John to not seal up the words of the prophetic book of Revelation 

because the time of their fulfillment in near. 

V11. The angel told John to let the evildoer, the filthy, the righteous and the holy continue to do 

what they do and be who they are. 

V12. Then Jesus declared again he is coming soon bringing his recompense to repay everyone 

for his own deeds. 

V13. Jesus declared he is the Alpha-Omega, the First and Last, the Beginning and End. 

V14. John pronounced a blessing on those who wash their robes to secure the rights of access to 

the tree of life and entrance to the city through its gates. 

V15. For outside the eternal city are the dogs, sorcerers, sexually immoral, murderers, idolaters, 

and everyone who loves and practices deceit. 
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V16. Jesus declared he is the source and descendent of David, the bright morning star, and that 

he has sent his angel to John in order to testify about these things for the churches. 

V17. John records the Holy Spirit and the Bride saying “Come” to all who would heed Christ’s 

call, and then he encourages the one who hears, the one who is thirsty, and the one who wants to 

take the water of life without cost—all to come to Jesus. 

V18. Jesus issues a warning to everyone who hears the prophetic words of the book of 

Revelation: God will add Revelation’s plagues to any who add to the book of Revelation. 

V19. And to anyone who takes away from the prophetic words of the book of Revelation, God 

will take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city as described in the book of 

Revelation.  

V20. John reports that Jesus who testified to all these things declares that he is surely coming 

soon, to which John replies with an Amen and a call to the Lord Jesus to come. 

V21. John concludes his recording of the heavenly visions in Revelation with a benediction of 

the Lord Jesus’ grace to be with the church and a final Amen. 
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3 Exegetical Outline (full) – Revelation 22:1-21 

I. A vision of heaven: an image of God being worshiped without creation’s curse. John has 

a heavenly vision of the creation curse finally removed, where the river of living water, 

the tree of life, and all God’s servants worship in the light of God’s glory (vv. 1-5). 

a. V1. The angel showed John the Revelator a heavenly vision: the river of living, 

crystal-clear water flowing from the throne of God and the Lamb. 

b. V2. John saw the river flowing through the middle of the city street, and on both sides 

of the river grew the tree of life—it yielded twelve kinds of fruit according to each 

month and leaves to heal the nations. 

c. V3. Nothing that exists will be cursed because the throne of God and the Lamb will 

be in the city where God’s servants will worship him. 

d. V4. God’s worshipers will see his face, and God’s name will be written on their 

foreheads. 

e. V5. Night will no longer exist and light from lamp or sun will no longer be necessary 

because God will give them light, and so they will reign forever in God’s light. 

II. A promise from God: to come soon and bring his recompense to the righteous and 

unrighteous (vv. 6-17). 

a. God’s promises are trustworthy, true, soon to be fulfilled, and a blessing for the one 

who keeps the words of Revelation (vv. 6-7). 

i. V6. The angel said to John that the words previously spoken are trustworthy 

and true.  Then the angel declared the Lord God of the prophets had sent him 

to show God’s servants what would soon happen. 

ii. V7. Then Jesus declared he is coming soon, and blessed is the one keeps the 

prophetic word of this book of Revelation. 

b. No matter how glorious they are, don’t worship angels; worship God alone (vv. 8-9). 

i. V8. John testified as the one who witnessed these things, and that when he 

saw and heard them from the angel he fell down before the angel to worship 

him. 

ii. V9. The angel told John he must not worship him, but only God, since as an 

angel he is a fellow servant with John, the prophetic brothers, and those who 

keep the words of the book of Revelation. 
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c. The time is near when the Lord Jesus will bring his recompense to repay the righteous 

and the unrighteous (vv. 10-16). 

i. V10. The angel commanded John to not seal up the words of the prophetic 

book of Revelation because the time of their fulfillment in near. 

ii. V11. The angel told John to let the evildoer, the filthy, the righteous and the 

holy continue to do what they do and be who they are. 

iii. V12. Then Jesus declared again he is coming soon bringing his recompense to 

repay everyone for his own deeds. 

iv. V13. Jesus declared he is the Alpha-Omega, the First and Last, the Beginning 

and End. 

v. V14. John pronounced a blessing on those who wash their robes to secure the 

rights of access to the tree of life and entrance to the city through its gates. 

vi. V15. For outside the eternal city are the dogs, sorcerers, sexually immoral, 

murderers, idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices deceit. 

vii. V16. Jesus declared he is the source and descendent of David, the bright 

morning star, and that he has sent his angel to John in order to testify about 

these things for the churches. 

d. The Spirit and the Church call all to heed Christ’s call, while John call those who hear 

and thirst for God to come to Jesus (v. 17). 

• V17. John records the Holy Spirit and the Bride saying “Come” to all who 

would heed Christ’s call, and then he encourages the one who hears, the one 

who is thirsty, and the one who wants to take the water of life without cost—

all to come to Jesus. 

III. A warning and charge: don’t change the words of Revelation, but believe and keep God’s 

promises until Jesus comes (vv. 18-21). 

a. Warnings for adding to or taking from the words of Revelation (vv. 18-19). 

i. V18. Jesus issues a warning to everyone who hears the prophetic words of the 

book of Revelation: God will add Revelation’s plagues to any who add to the 

book of Revelation. 

ii. V19. And to anyone who takes away from the prophetic words of the book of 

Revelation, God will take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city 

as described in the book of Revelation.  

b. Summary of the Christian faith: God’s promise, the Church’s Amen, and grace to live 

while she waits in faith (vv. 20-21). 
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i. V20. John reports that Jesus who testified to all these things declares that he is 

surely coming soon, to which John replies with an Amen and a call to the Lord 

Jesus to come. 

ii. V21. John concludes his recording of the heavenly visions in Revelation with 

a benediction of the Lord Jesus’ grace to be with the church and a final Amen. 



Revelation 22:1-21 Brian M. Sandifer 

Heritage Presbyterian Church 10 6/21/2015 

4 Exegetical Outline (abbreviated) – Revelation 22:1-21 

Exegetical Proposition: John saw an image of eternal life and worship, John heard God promise 

to come soon and repay the righteous and unrighteous, John warns everyone to neither add nor 

subtract from the words of Revelation, but instead to keep believing God’s promise to come. 

I. A vision of heaven: an image of God being worshiped without creation’s curse. John has 

a heavenly vision of the creation curse finally removed, where the river of living water, 

the tree of life, and all God’s servants worship in the light of God’s glory (vv. 1-5). 

II. A promise from God: to come soon and bring his recompense to the righteous and 

unrighteous (vv. 6-17). 

a. God’s promises are trustworthy, true, soon to be fulfilled, and a blessing for the one 

who keeps the words of Revelation (vv. 6-7). 

b. No matter how glorious they are, don’t worship angels; worship God alone (vv. 8-9). 

c. The time is near when the Lord Jesus will bring his recompense to repay the righteous 

and the unrighteous (vv. 10-16). 

d. The Spirit and the Church call all to heed Christ’s call, while John call those who hear 

and thirst for God to come to Jesus (v. 17). 

III. A warning and charge: don’t change the words of Revelation, but believe and keep God’s 

promises until Jesus comes (vv. 18-21). 

a. Warnings for adding to or taking from the words of Revelation (vv. 18-19). 

b. Summary of the Christian faith: God’s promise, the Church’s Amen, and grace to live 

while she waits in faith (vv. 20-21). 
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5 Theological Outline – Revelation 22:1-21 

Theological Proposition: In a word, heaven will be paradise, shared with God and his 

worshiping people, who remain faithful to God’s Word and hold fast to God’s promise to come 

and repay the righteous and unrighteous for their deeds. 

I. What heaven will be like: the Church’s future hope is worshiping God in heaven where 

the curse is no more and life springs eternal (vv. 1-5). 

II. Who will enter heaven: the Lord Jesus promises to come soon and repay the righteous 

and unrighteous for what they have done (vv. 6-17). 

III. How to enter heaven: do not alter God’s Word in any way, but believe his promises and 

keep his word until Jesus comes (vv. 18-21). 
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6 Notes on Revelation 22:1-21 

1. Children’s Sermon. Ask the kids if they know what a promise is.  Ask them if their parents 

have ever made a promise to them.  Ask them if someone has ever made a promise to them 

that the promise maker didn’t keep.  It hurts, doesn’t it?  A promise that is kept is a precious 

thing in this world, because it is so easy to break a promise.  So many people break their 

promises to us.  And we sometimes break our promises we make to other people.  Look at 

this ring that my wife gave me when we got engaged to be married.  When she was not much 

older than you, she started wearing this “Promise Ring” on her wedding finger as a reminder 

that God would keep his promise to her.  The Ring says “I am my beloved’s; my beloved is 

mine.”  She wore this promise ring to remember God’s promise that she belongs to him first, 

and that God will always be her first love.  By wearing the ring, she also made a promise to 

me, even before she knew me.  She promised to not give herself as wife to any man unless 

she could be certain that God was giving that man to her as husband.  And she kept that 

promise!  This promise ring is one of the most precious gifts I’ve ever received because it 

means that my wife kept her promise to God and me.  Remember, promises are hard to keep.  

When someone keeps a special promise, it is a precious thing in the sight of God.  Why?  

Because keeping promises and holding onto the promises God makes to us is one way we 

imitate God.  Because God is the great Promise Keeper.  He is the only one who will never 

ever break any of his promises.  So we can believe and trust him completely, for he is good. 

2. Possible OT readings: Gen 2:4-17; Ezek 47:1-12; Zech 14:6-11; Isa 62:1-12 

3. Note that this last chapter of Revelation (and of the entire Bible) draws together many of the 

macro themes addressed earlier in Revelation.  The Story of Creation finds its completion in 

the vision of the Garden temple-city (Rev 22:1-5).  The Story of the Fall ends with the curse 

removed from the new heavens and earth, but those who are outside face eternal judgment 

for their wickedness and unbelief (Rev 22:3, 5, 15).  The Story of Love concludes with the 

Bride of Christ calling to everyone in the world to come to Jesus Christ the Bridegroom for 

salvation (Rev 22:17).  The Story of Sacrifice resolves with the blessing for those who wash 

their robes, presumably in the blood of the Lamb’s sacrifice on the cross (Rev 22:14).  All 

these major themes find their fulfillment in the promise of God to finish his work of creation, 

redemption, and consummation.  God administers these promises through his covenant of 

grace.  Thus his promissory covenant is the means whereby God fulfills his word to us. 

4. Vv1-5.  The image of a garden-city gives Christians hope in the promises of God to restore 

unbroken fellowship with God and people.  But it is more than a restoration, but a 

transformation because the goal is not a return to the Garden of Eden, but an eternal temple-

city that is the fulfillment of what Adam was supposed to do with the Garden.  The city is a 

garden that is tended, kept, beautified, and blessed by the Lord for his people.  Read in the 

context of Revelation 21, the eternal city fills the new earth.  The light of God has driven out 

all night and darkness.  This vision of the new heaven and earth not only informs believers 

how God intends to fulfill his promises, it also deepens the longing and desire for the 

promised salvation.  Such imagery in Revelation’s promises to comfort the believer during 

times of persecution, trial, and suffering.  Heaven is the grand promise of hope. 
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5. Vv1-2. Imagery of the river of living water and the tree of life recall the Garden of Eden 

before the fall (Gen 2:8-10) and Ezekiel’s vision of the future temple (Ezek 47:1-12; cf. Zech 

14:8).  Note that believers even now taste the living waters (Rev 7:17; 22:17), but the fullness 

of the promise awaits us in the new heaven and earth.  The river continually flows, 

symbolizing never-end blessings for God’s people (Gen 2:10-14; Ps 46:4-6; Joel 3:18).  

Could the image of living water be an allusion to the Holy Spirit (cf. Jn 7:37-39) proceeding 

from the Father and the Son?  Note the parallel between Isaiah 35:6-9 and Revelation 21:24, 

27-22:1-2a. 

6. V1. The water flows from the throne of God and the Lamb, just as Jesus promised (Jn 4:10-

14; 7:38-39; cf. Isa 44:3; Ezek 36:25-27).  It is a symbol of eternal life.  Jesus used the same 

image when he spoke to the Samaritan woman at the well (Jn 4:7-14).  The water’s 

brightness and purity suggest its purifying quality, cleansing God’s people so they may 

approach the throne of God and the Lamb (cf. Rev 22:3-5; 14, 17). 

7. V2. This “tree of life” could be one tree or a collective singular.  The tree of life is now 

returned to humanity.  Since the fall we have lost access to it.  Adam and his descendants 

who were under sin’s control could no longer eat from the Tree of Life in Eden.  God even 

put a guardian angel with a flaming sword at the entrance to the Garden.  But in the new 

heavens and earth it will satisfy the city’s people all year long (Rev 2:7).  The blood of Jesus 

earned the way back to the Tree of Life.  In a sense, Jesus received the blow from the angel 

guarding the tree of life when he died on the cross for our sin.  Now we have free access to 

the tree of life and are able to eat of its fruit.  Such is the end of the story of the tree of life!  

The nations will be healed by the tree of life which is the antidote for the curse of death (Rev 

2:7; 20:14, 19; cf. Gen 2:9; 3:22-24; Ezek 47:12).  The leaves of the tree produce health and 

strength for the nations. 

8. V3. It seems the throne will transform the city into a temple.  The whole of the city will be 

the Holy of Holies where God’s throne sits and where the Lord resides.  Worship fills the 

city-temple where God’s people offer their sacrifice of praise as priests to God in the 

heavenly temple (Isa 61:6).  Now that the creation curse due to the fall of man (Gen 3:14-19) 

has been eradicated, all the effects of the curse are cured: guilt, strife, struggle for survival, 

sickness, sorrow, pain, and death (Rev 21:4; cf. Zech 14:11).  There will be no more physical 

or spiritual evil in the new heaven and earth.  The entire range of persecutions and afflictions 

that believers currently suffer will be removed.  Whereas the OT closes with God’s warning 

that he may bring a curse to the earth, the NT concludes with God removing the curse in the 

new heaven and earth. 

9. V4. Seeing God’s face is the Beatific Vision that transformed the gazer into God’s likeness (2 

Cor 3:18; 1 Jn 3:2).  Although he met and spoke face to face with God, Moses could not see 

God’s face and live (Ex 33:20-23; 34:29-35).  But full fellowship and intimacy with God is 

promised in the new heaven and earth, which is the cosmic temple.  The whole temple is the 

Holy of Holies—the throne room of God where his people see his face.  With God’s own 

name written on their foreheads, God’s servants are marked as his own (cf. Exod 28:36-38).  

He will then look upon his people with favor and delight as they are fully sanctified.  Note in 

Revelation when God’s puts his name on his people’s foreheads, it is a seal of ownership and 

protection from trial and persecution (Rev 3:11-12; 7:2-8; 14:1).  This is a process that has 
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already begun in the new creation.  When people become new creations in Christ, they begin 

to “see God” as he is (1 Jn 3:2; cf. Job 19:25-27; Ps 17:15; Mt 5:8; 1 Cor 13:12). 

10. V5. God dwells in inapproachable light (1 Tim 6:16; Rev 21:23-24).  Thus night disappears 

(Rev 21:25) and illumination from invention (lamp) or creation (sun) ceases to be necessary.  

Believers in the new heaven and earth are not only priests of the Lord God, but are kings as 

well, reigning as viceroys of the Sovereign King of kings forever and ever.  In the old 

covenant a revelation of God’s face and name would bring death (Exod 33:20), but in the 

new age such a revelation is the means of eternal life and kingship. 

11. Vv6-7.  An exhortation to holiness based on the trustworthiness of Revelation. 

12. V6. At the end of the vision of the river of living water and the tree of life, the angel declares 

the words of his revelation are trustworthy and true.  Believe it!  You can “take it to the 

bank!”  Why?  Because it is God’s word, and God can be fully trusted and believed.  Then 

the angel declares that the Lord God whose spirit filled the prophets has sent his angel to 

reveal to his people what will soon happen (cf. Rev 1:1).  Note that the trustworthiness of 

God’s words is emphasized seven times in the last two chapters of Revelation (Rev 21:5; 

22:6, 7, 9, 10, 18, 19).  This emphasis clearly highlights the centrality, authority, sufficiency, 

and eternality of God’s word as the foundation of all Scripture (Gen 1:3; Exod 20:1; Dt 6:6; 

32:47; Ps 12:6; Isa 40:8; Mt 4:4; 24:35; Lk 24:44; Jn 1:1; 6:68; 1 Pet 1:25).  The 

trustworthiness and truth of Jesus’ testimony also strengthens the testimony of those who 

read and heed Revelation. 

13. Quotation: “What greater rebellion against God, what greater wickedness, what greater 

contempt of God is there than not believing His promise? For what is this but to make God a 

liar or to doubt that He is truthful.” ~ Martin Luther, Freedom of a Christian, p. 59. 

14. Quotation: “Satan has been a liar from the beginning. His constant goal is to get believers to 

turn their backs on the promises of God and pursue apparently rosier dreams.” ~ Iain Duguid, 

Living in the Gap Between Promise and Reality, p. 36. 

15. Quotation: “Satan promises the best, but pays with the worst; he promises honor, and pays 

with disgrace; he promises pleasure, and pays with pain; he promises profit, and pays with 

loss; he promises life, and pays with death. But God pays as He promises; all His payments 

are made in pure gold.” ~ Thomas Brooks 

16. Quotation: “It makes my heart sick when I remember all the good words and the broken 

promises.” ~ Chief Joseph 

17. V7. NET sn These lines are parenthetical, forming an aside to the narrative. The speaker here is the 

Lord Jesus Christ himself rather than the narrator. 

18. V7. Jesus promises he is coming back to earth soon.  Then he offers a blessing to anyone 

who keeps the prophetic words of this book (Revelation).  This does not mean only the 

“prophetic words” must be kept.  Rather we are to keep (obey, heed, believe) all the words of 

Revelation, a book of prophecy.  Spiritual warfare takes place throughout the church age.  

The “last days” predicted in OT prophecy have been inaugurated by Christ’s first coming.  
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Through his work of bringing the kingdom of God from heaven to earth, culminating in his 

resurrection, ascension, and Pentecost, the “last days” of history have begun (Act 2:16-17).  

Thus the era of waiting as the OT  saints waited is over.  Christians live in the final phase of 

God’s victorious warfare against the forces of evil.  This is what the Bible means when it 

calls today “the last hour” (1 Jn 2:18).  In this vein, Jesus is “coming” at various points of 

blessing and judgment throughout church history, but there is a consummate coming that 

Revelation refers to here.  This is the Second Coming of Jesus Christ on the Last Day. 

19. Vv8-11.  A second exhortation to holiness: worship God alone and continue in righteousness. 

20. Vv8-9. Angelic messengers and bearers of judgment in the last plagues contained in the seals, 

trumpets, and bowls must not be worshiped.  These angels are great and mighty, but are 

fellow servants of God.  In this sense angels are on the same “level” as human believers.  

Only God is properly worshiped (Exod 20:3; Mt 22:37).  And since worshiping the Lamb is 

commended, then he is God. 

21. V8. John’s fear of the angel and his reflex of worship demonstrates that we are worshipers by 

nature.  We worship what we fear, what we admire, what is more powerful, what is more 

glorious.  Yet all things God has created must not be worshiped.  To worship anything 

created, even an angel from heaven, is to fall into idolatry. 

22. V9. The revelation does not originate from the angel, but from God.  Therefore worship God, 

because even an angel from heaven is only a fellow servant of God.  How could John, a 

faithful Christian, mistakenly worship an angel?  Perhaps he mistook the angel for the 

glorious Jesus.  Even so, that even John might mistakenly worship an angel testifies to the 

subtle yet very real danger of even faithful Christians falling into idolatry.  We must always 

be on our guard to worship the Creator-Redeemer-Consummator.  And nothing or no one 

else. 

23. V10. Whereas Daniel the OT prophet’s visions were sealed up until the time of the end (Dan 

12:9), John the NT prophet’s visions must not be sealed.  John’s visions are temporally 

“near” to his first century audience, and near to believers throughout the new covenant era as 

well (1 Thess 5:2-3; 5:4).  This is the case because the NT church lives in the Last Days, 

which comprise the time between the first and second coming of Jesus Christ.  This is the 

Church Militant (cf. Mk 1:15; 1 Cor 10:11).  Even though the Dragon in Revelation has 

already been defeated at the cross of Christ, the Church is not the Church Triumphant until 

the Last Days are finished and the Last Day when Christ comes.  Another reason the book 

must not be sealed is the church needs to hear the message to respond in worship, faith, and 

faithful perseverance.  The church needs the encouragement of Revelation, to persevere 

through suffering, trial, and temptation, even now.  Since the unsealed book of Revelation is 

intimately connected to the “sealed” book of Daniel, this implies that the prophecies of 

Daniel are beginning to be fulfilled in these last days.  Daniel is better understood now 

because it has been “unsealed” by God giving the church the book of Revelation. 

24. V11. This is not an encouragement to the unrighteous to continue in their behavior and 

character.  It is more a statement of invitation and declaration: “he who hears, let him hear, 

and he who disobeys, let him disobey, because they are a rebellious house” (cf. Isa 6:9-10; 
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29:9-10; Rom 1:24-32; Rev 22:17).  Note that the trumpet and bowl plagues have the same 

hardening effect on the unrighteous.  The unrighteous and righteous will “be who they are” 

and “do what they do” until the end (cf. Ezek 3:27; Dan 12:10; 2 Cor 2:15-16; 2 Tim 3:13).  

One interpretation says patterns of behavior, whether guided by unbelief or faith, eventually 

become “set in stone” or irreversible.  Perhaps it means when people who hear the message 

of Revelation refuse to repent, their hearts are hardened and fixes more firmly one’s present 

course.  Warren Wiersbe puts it this way: “Decision determines character, and character 

determines destiny.”  Conversely, for a believer to hear Revelation and have his heart shaped 

by its promises, his heart is fixed more firmly upon the spiritual battle at hand.  Revelation 

confirms and strengthens the status of one’s heart—either in unrighteousness or 

righteousness.  As Christ’s return nears, there will be a “hardening of positions,” a great 

polarization between the righteous and unrighteous.  Revelation and its promises should 

strengthen us to remain faithful until the end when Christ shall come.  One who suffers as a 

Christian may ask whether it is worth it to live a holy life as God’s Word calls me to?  

Revelation’s answer is Yes since Jesus is coming again and he will bring his reward with him. 

25. Vv12-13. NET sn These lines are parenthetical, forming an aside to the narrative. The speaker 

here is the Lord Jesus Christ himself rather than the narrator. 

26. V12. Again Jesus interjects a promise that he is coming soon.  Since his coming will be 

unexpected (like a thief in the night), the church must always be ready because her Lord’s 

coming is near (in this sense).  Even if the imminent wait is long, Christ’s coming is the next 

major event prophesied in redemptive history.  Thus in this sense it is also near (2 Pet 3:8-

13).  The repetition strengthens our hope and certainty in the promise.  Jesus is the Divine 

Warrior of Revelation 19 (cf. Isa 62:10-63:6) who bring his recompense (repayment) to all 

according to what each has done (Rev 20:12).  This is the last judgment (cf. WLC 45; BC 

37).  He is the Great Recompenser.  The recompense he brings indicates there are degrees of 

rewards for believers and punishments for unbelievers (Mt 16:27; Lk 12:47-48; 1 Cor 3:14-

15).  The works by believers are not meritorious of salvation.  Rather the works of believers 

are performed as new creatures in Christ by his gracious Spirit-wrought work in their hearts 

and his purifying them in his sacrificial blood on the cross. 

27. V13. Alpha and Omega are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet. They indicate Jesus 

is the Sovereign Creator and Consummator.  He stands at the beginning and end of time.  He 

is Lord of the past, present, and future (Rev 1:4).  His sovereignty over all guarantees his 

prophecies and promises will come to pass because he is able.  His power as Creator proves 

his power and purpose as the Re-Creator (Rom 8:18-25).  At this point in Revelation, God 

has already received these titles: Alpha and Omega (Rev 1:8; 21:6); Beginning and End (Rev 

21:6): First and Last (Rev 1:17; 2:8).  Now these titles are collectively applied to Jesus Christ 

to emphasize his divinity. 

28. V14. This is the final of the seven blessing (benedictions) in Revelation.  Blessed are those 

who wash their robes.  They wash their robes in the blood of the Lamb (Rev 7:14; Heb 9:14), 

in which sinners lose all their guilty stains (cf. the hymn “There is a Fountain Filled With 

Blood” by William Cowper).  This washing cleanses the conscience (and record) of the 

believer.  Washing their robes, they gain access by right to the tree of life and entrance into 

the celestial city by its gates to the tree of life.  Inside the city is life, for that is where God 
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dwells with his people who have access to the tree of life, the river of living water, and his 

immediate presence.  They highlight Christ’s omnipotence, omnipresence, and by logical 

extension his omniscience. 

29. V15. But outside the city are all who do not belong to God.  They are those who love Satanic 

falsehood, wickedness, and selfishness.  They are pictured comprehensively in the six-fold 

list (6 being the number of “man” as one short of the number 7 which represents Godly 

perfection): dogs, sorcerers, sexually immoral, murderers, idolaters, those who practice 

falsehood (cf. Rev 20:15; 21:8, 27).  Their banishment outside the city is a form of 

punishment against them and a form of purification of the city.  It is an encouraging promise 

that God will remove all evil and its effects from the eternal city where he will dwell with his 

people forever.  God’s final kingdom will be a kingdom of undiluted righteousness.   Outside 

the city is an image of banishment from God’s blessed presence.  Outside the city is a picture 

of what hell is like.  In light of the book of Revelation, what is meant by “everyone who 

loves and practices falsehood”?  Revelation is a book contrasting the real and the counterfeit.  

Thus those who love to lie are people who are duplicitous in their confession of Christ.  This 

refers to people who want to benefit from both the spiritual advantages of church and the 

economic advantages of participating in Babylon.  God views their confession of Christ on 

the one hand, and their loyalty to the idolatrous world as lying.  This is the picture that 

emerges from Revelation of those who love and practice falsehood.  It exposes all those who 

have betrayed their confession of faith in Jesus.  People are “dogs” in Scripture when they 

reveal an insatiable craving to preserve their worldly security.  This is a mark of the Beast, of 

which a dog shares its basic nature. 

30. Vv16-17.  Jesus conveys to his church words of both comfort and warning. 

31. V16. Jesus is the root (the source) of David, and thus David’s Lord and the source of David’s 

royalty (Rev 5:5; Isa 11:1, 10; Mk 12:35-37).  Jesus also the descendent of David, and thus 

David’s Son and the promised Messiah who would descend from the Davidic line of Israel’s 

kings (Mt 1:1-17).  Jesus is also the bright morning star, and thus the ruler Balaam 

prophesied of who would arise from Israel to conquer the nations (Num 24:17).  He has 

begun a new redemptive day, which he will bring to completion at his return.  The morning 

star is the sign of a new day about to dawn. 

32. V17. The Holy Spirit and the Bride of Christ (the Church) call everyone who hears this book 

of Revelation to heed the call of Jesus Christ.  The gospel invitation is extended to the world: 

every tribe, tongue, people, and nation (Rev 11:3-13).  All who are thirsty and want to drink 

of the living water without cost are encouraged to come to Jesus.  God’s grace is freely 

provide to the thirsty to come to him (Rev 21:6; Isa 55:1).  In the “already and not yet” phase 

of the kingdom, God quenches our thirst in the Lord’s Supper, yet we still pray for God’s 

kingdom to come in its fullness when we will never thirst again (WLC 174; HC 123). 

33. Vv18-19. Jesus is the one warning (literally “testifying”) the reader-hearer.  Jesus swears that 

anyone who adds or subtracts from the words of Revelation will fall under the curses of the 

book.  To the one who adds words, God will add to him the plagues described in Revelation.  

To the one who subtracts words, God will subtract his share (forfeit his blessings) in the tree 

of life and the holy city described in Revelation.  Moses had also warned of adding or 
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subtracting to the Lord’s commands (Dt 4:2; 12:32; 29:19-20).  This warning puts the book 

of Revelation on the same level of divine authority as the OT.  From this perspective 

Revelation is a new law code like Deuteronomy!  It is God’s revealed will for his people, 

replete with sanctions of blessings and curses, setting forth stipulations that must be obeyed.  

Scripture must be protected from corruption and revered as more than human words, but also 

as the very words of God (2 Tim 3:16; cf. WCF 1.2; WLC 3).  The Bible’s message must be 

carefully handled and not distorted—even unintentionally.  But we must not forget that 

protecting God’s word implies a response of humble submission and faithful obedience.  

Remember that no mere human interpretation of God’s word should ever rise to the same 

authority as the Bible itself.  Adding and subtracting from God’s word is the same as heeding 

false teaching about God’s Word.  Thus the warning may be a shorthand message addressed 

to the church exhorting her to stay away from false teaching which is more or less idolatry 

(cf. Rev 2-3).  This is a sin of lying (Prov 30:6).  The punishments for adding or subtracting 

(e.g., “updating or improving it” to bring it in line with contemporary cultural sensibilities) 

from God’s revealed Word are ironic in the sense that they are proportional—following the 

Lex Talionis principle “an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.”  God’s punishments always 

fit the crime. 

34. V20. Here we have the calling of additional witnesses to attest to the covenantal nature and 

content of Revelation as trustworthy and true.  Jesus is the fourth (John in v16, the angel in 

v18, the Spirit in 19:10 and the concluding verse of each letter in Revelation 2-3).  Jesus 

testifies again that he is surely coming soon.  And so his people the Church responds with an 

Amen (“let it be so!”), crying out in trusting hope for the Lord Jesus to come.  This response 

echoes the early Aramaic prayer of the Church: Marana tha (“Our Lord come!”; cf. 1 Cor 

16:22).  As the book of Revelation closes, these words are meant to stir believers to long and 

pray for God’s promises to be fully realized.  On the other hand, the promise of Christ to 

come quickly should frighten the unbeliever who is not ready to face God’s righteous 

judgment.  Are you ready?  Have you made your peace with God in Christ?  Would Jesus’ 

appearance catch you off guard and ill prepared to stand before God to give an account for 

your life? 

35. V21. John closes the book of Revelation, and closes the canon of Scripture, with a 

benediction, bestowing the grace of the Lord Jesus on all.  This reminds the reader that 

Revelation is a letter, and thus we should appropriate and heed its message personally.  And 

in testimony of the desire to be heard, he adds a final Amen. 
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8 Sermon References 

Romans 1:24-25   Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, 
to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves,  25 because they exchanged the 
truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, 
who is blessed forever! Amen. 

2 Corinthians 1:20   For all the promises of God find their Yes in him. That is why it is 
through him that we utter our Amen to God for his glory. 

 



Administering the Lord’s Supper 
6/21/2015 

 

• Words of Christ ordaining this institution (Mt 26:26-30; Mk 14:22-25; Lk 22:15-20; 1 Cor 11:23-32) 

o I’m confident that you recognize the Lord’s Supper as a kind of promise.  In one way or another, all 

promises fit into the Bible’s grand Story of Promise, but the Lord’s Supper has a central place in the story 

because it represents and embodies the person and ministry of the central character: Jesus Christ.  Let’s 

recount how the Lord’s Supper calls our attention to the Story of Promise.  Here are just three ways. 

o First, the Lord’s Supper reminds the watching world that God has kept his promise.  The Lord is not a 

covenant breaker.  He does not forget his gospel promise.  In the Garden, God said the seed of the woman 

would someday crush the Serpent’s head, although the Serpent would bruise his heel.  God kept this 

promise when Jesus was crucified.  In this Supper we remember how death was crushed to death. 

o Second, the Lord’s Supper directs the Christian’s hope to the future when God will finish keeping his 

promise.  In the Supper we look back to the cross, but we also look forward and upward to the clouds.  The 

Crucified One reigns in heaven, but has promised to come again to earth to finish the Story of Promise.  

The Supper draws our gaze to our coming Lord.  By faith we see God the Promise Keeper preparing the 

Promised Land for us even now. 

o Third, the Lord’s Supper calls every single person, Christian or unbeliever, to carefully consider his place 

in the Story of Promise.  Which promise will you trust? Whose word will you keep?  If you believe the 

Lord’s promise, you die to yourself today but live forever in Christ.  If you believe another’s promise, you 

might find something akin to life for a season, but in the end you will die outside of Christ.  In this Supper 

we proclaim that Christ’s death is our death and his resurrection life is our life as well. 

o The bread is a sacramental sign and seal of Christ’s body, broken for his Church—those who believe his 

promise.  The cup is a sacramental sign and seal of Christ’s blood, shed for his Church.  They function as 

signs by pointing to the content of the promise: our salvation won by Christ through his death.  They also 

function as seals by assuring us that God’s promise is trustworthy and true because his word is truth. 

• If you are one of God’s baptized children, having confessed your faith publicly, living a life of confession and 

repentance, and a member of any church where the gospel of Jesus is faithfully preached, then I welcome and 

encourage you to come to the Lord’s table.  Come and lay hold of God’s promise of heaven. 

• Brief exhortation and fence the table (not baptized, not publically confessed the faith, not under the care and 

government of a particular branch of Christ’s Church) do not take the bread and wine, but instead take Christ by 

believing and trusting in his promise, then please talk with one of the elders immediately after the worship service 

today so you might join with the those who believe and live by faith according to God’s promise of heaven. 

• Invitation to silent prayer for preparation (confess sin, acknowledge God’s love for you—and renew your vow to 

heed God’s call to believe his promise to come again and bring you to your true homeland) 

• After allowing time for elders to come forward, close the silent prayer time with a brief prayer. 

The Lord Jesus Christ on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it, gave it to His disciples, as I, 

ministering in His name, give this bread to you, and said, “Take, eat; this is My 

body which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 
o Reminder to hold the bread and eat together as a body since the one loaf represents Christ’s unified body. 

• Optional: read a scripture (2 Peter 3:9) 

In the same manner, He also took the cup, and having given thanks as has been 

done in His name, He gave it to the disciples, saying, “This cup is the new covenant 

in My blood, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. Drink from it, all of 

you.” 
o Reminder to drink from the cup as you are ready since Jesus shed his blood to save you. 




