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Revelation 5:1-14 “The Story of Sacrifice” May 24, 2015 

OT Lesson: Exodus 12:21-27  Brian M. Sandifer 

In order to bring justice and righteousness to the earth, someone must be found worthy to execute God’s 

plan for final judgment. Only Jesus Christ, because of his self-sacrifice, is worthy of such a task. Join the 

heavenly and earthly chorus of praise to the one whose sacrifice establishes God’s priestly kingdom.  

Introduction – Story of the Sword in the Stone.  Sacrifice is the remedy for our unworthiness and guilt. 

I. Starting at the End of Sacrifice 

A. The Lion-Lamb alone is worthy to open God’s seven-sealed scroll (vv. 1-5) 

God is holding a scroll that is written on front and back, sealed seven times, containing his plan for 

the world and its destiny (Rev 6; cf. Ezek 2:9-3:3; Dan 12:1-13; Isa 29:11). If the scroll cannot be 

opened, then final justice will never come to earth. So John weeps loudly until he learns the exalted 

Lion of Judah and Root of David is worthy to open the scroll because he has conquered.  

B. The Lion-Lamb is worthy because he alone was sacrificed (vv. 6-10) 

Then John sees a formerly slaughtered Lamb approach the throne and take the scroll. Music, prayer, 

and praise arise in heaven, declaring the Lamb worthy to open the scroll and execute God’s plan to 

bring justice and righteousness to earth. The Lamb is declared worthy because he was sacrificed. 

C. The Lion-Lamb is worthy to receive all praise and worship (vv. 11-14) 

Once the Lamb takes the scroll, the innumerable angels erupt in a heaven-shaking chorus of song to 

the Lamb. Then the rest of creation joins the heavenly chorus. Disaster averted. 

II. What is the Story of Sacrifice? 

A. Act One: Creation 

In the beginning when God made the heavens and the earth, every creature was worthy to approach 

their Creator in worship and praise. And God’s people, Adam and Eve, offered to him a sacrifice of 

praise. God tested their worship and praise by commanding them not to eat from the Tree of 

Knowledge of Good and Evil. 

B. Act Two: Fall 

But Adam and Eve did not remain at one with God. They became unworthy and incurred cosmic guilt 

when they counted the Serpent more worthy than their Creator. In their guilt they covered themselves 

with fig leaves. But God mercifully provided them animal skins as covering (Gen 3:21). From then on 

all praise and worship had to be purified through a blood sacrifice to please God. 

C. Act Three: Israel 

1. Substitution. God commanded Abraham to sacrifice Isaac his only son. But just in time God 

provided a lamb as a substitute for Isaac. 

2. Protection. When the Lord rescued his people from slavery in Egypt, he commanded the 

Passover lamb be a substitute sacrifice for the firstborn of Israel. When God’s Destroyer brought 

the plague of firstborn death to Egypt, the Lord, when he saw the sign of the lamb’s blood around 

a door, protected and delivered that household. He covered and shielded his people like a bird 

hovers over her nest protecting her young (cf. Isa 31:5). 
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3. Satisfaction. God gave detailed instructions to the priests for sacrificial offerings (Lev 1-7). 

But sacrifices must be continually offered because they did not sufficiently provide atonement, 

purification, or sanctification (Heb 10:1-4). When Israel failed to show faith in God to make an 

end to the continual need for sacrifice, God sent them away from his presence. When Israel 

returned from exile, the sacrifices resumed, but they were still unworthy. 

4. Perfection. The prophets envisioned a final perfect sacrifice—the Lamb of God who would 

die as an effective substitute to punish sin, satisfy God’s righteous wrath against sin, and make 

permanent atonement for his people (Isa 53). The OT ends with hope that someday God will 

provide the perfect sacrificial lamb for our guilt and unworthiness. 

D. Act Four: Jesus & the Church 

Jesus described his mission in terms of ransom and sacrifice (Mk 10:45). God accepted his Son’s 

death as the perfect sacrifice, and then glorified his Son by raising him from death. Now God’s people 

are considered worthy on account of Christ’s substitute sacrifice, with their guilt expunged and sin 

forgiven. The Church’s commission is to proclaim this gospel and live a sacrificial life of praise. 

Jesus commanded every Christian to sacrifice by taking up his cross and following him (Mt 10:38). 

E. Act Five: New Creation 

When Christ returns, those whom he ransomed by his sacrifice will rule and reign with him forever. 

God’s people will then fully experience what it means to be a priestly kingdom that is accepted, pure, 

holy, and worthy. And together they will fall down and worship God and the Lamb forever. 

III. Why the Story of Sacrifice? 

A. To magnify our condition of unworthiness (vv. 1-4) 

Everyone has to deal with their guilt. The question is, what do you do with it? Only if you see 

yourself as unable to fix your guilt will you be in a position to give it to Jesus. Because Jesus wants 

you to acknowledge you can’t deal with it, and that only he can. 

B. To glorify Jesus Christ, crucified and risen (vv. 5-10) 

The Lamb literally sacrificed himself for his people. He is our Passover (1 Cor 5:7b). His sacrifice 

was the perfect substitute, protection, and satisfaction. But Jesus is not just the Lamb of God, he is 

also the Lion of Judah. Jesus is alive. He can actually receive all power, wealth, wisdom, might, 

honor, glory, and blessing. He is both the Lion and the Lamb, crucified once and risen forever! 

C. To purify and sanctify our sacrifice of praise (vv. 11-14) 

How do you know his sacrifice is for you? Just look at your response. A Christian is a person who 

truly sees his own profound unworthiness, but is not crippled by his guilt. Why? Because a Christian 

looks by faith away from himself to the Lion-Lamb who is crucified and risen. And the beauty of that 

sacrifice changes his heart. A Christian longs to live a life of sacrifice to God and neighbor (Rom 

12:1-2). A Christian is a person who is more and more purified and sanctified by God, a person who 

desires to praise and worship the Holy One, the Worthy One, Jesus Christ, the Lion-Lamb of God. 

Conclusion – Do you hear the gospel in the Story of Sacrifice? Tim Keller says it this way: “We are more 

sinful and flawed [and I might add unworthy and guilty] than we ever dared believe, yet at the very same 

time we are more loved and accepted in Jesus Christ than we ever dared hope.” Do you dare believe it? 



Revelation 5:1-14 Brian M. Sandifer 

Heritage Presbyterian Church 1 5/24/2015 

1 Original Language, Personal English Translation, and Textual Notes 

Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

Rev 5:1 Kai. ei=don evpi. th.n dexia.n tou/ 
kaqhme,nou evpi. tou/ qro,nou bibli,on 
gegramme,non e;swqen kai. o;pisqen 
katesfragisme,non sfragi/sin èpta,Å 

And I saw in the right hand of him who was 
sitting on the throne a scroll with writing 
inside and on the back, sealed with seven 
seals. 

 

Rev 5:2 kai. ei=don a;ggelon ivscuro.n khru,ssonta 
evn fwnh/| mega,lh|\ ti,j a;xioj avnoi/xai to. 
bibli,on kai. lu/sai ta.j sfragi/daj auvtou/È 

And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a 
loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll 
and break its seals?” 

 

Rev 5:3 kai. ouvdei.j evdu,nato evn tw/| ouvranw/| ouvde. 
evpi. th/j gh/j ouvde. up̀oka,tw th/j gh/j 
avnoi/xai to. bibli,on ou;te ble,pein auvto,Å 

But no one was able, in heaven or on earth 
or under the earth, to open the scroll or look 
into it. 

 

Rev 5:4 kai. e;klaion polu,( o[ti ouvdei.j a;xioj 
eur̀e,qh avnoi/xai to. bibli,on ou;te ble,pein 
auvto,Å 

And I began to weep much because no one 
was found worthy to open the scroll or to 
look into it. 

 

Rev 5:5 kai. ei-j evk tw/n presbute,rwn le,gei moi\ 
mh. klai/e( ivdou. evni,khsen o ̀le,wn o ̀evk 
th/j fulh/j VIou,da( h̀ rì,za Daui,d( avnoi/xai 
to. bibli,on kai. ta.j ep̀ta. sfragi/daj 
auvtou/Å 

And one of the elders said to me, “Do not 
weep!  Behold, the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah, the root of David, has conquered.  
He is able to open the scroll and its seven 
seals.” 

 

Rev 5:6 Kai. ei=don evn me,sw| tou/ qro,nou kai. tw/n 
tessa,rwn zw,|wn kai. evn me,sw| tw/n 
presbute,rwn avrni,on es̀thko.j ẁj 
evsfagme,non e;cwn ke,rata ep̀ta. kai. 
ovfqalmou.j èpta. oi[ eivsin ta. Îep̀ta.Ð 
pneu,mata tou/ qeou/ avpestalme,noi eivj 
pa/san th.n gh/nÅ 

And I saw in the midst of the throne and the 
four living creatures and in the midst of the 
elders a Lamb standing, as if it had been 
slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, 
which are the seven spirits of God sent out 
into all the earth. 

ta. @ep̀ta,# {C} 

The evidence for the presence of ep̀ta, 

before pneu,mata (î24 a 046 1854 2053 

2344 2432 itgig syrph, h copsa, bo arm 
Hippolytus al) is fairly evenly balanced 
against the evidence for its absence (A Pvid 
1 1006 1611 itar vg eth Irenaeusarm al). From 
the transcriptional point of view, through 
confusion with the two previous instances of 
ep̀ta, in the preceding line, the word may 

have been accidentally omitted. On the 
other hand, copyists may have inserted the 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

numeral in imitation of 1.4; 3.1; 4.5. In order 
to represent the ambiguities of external and 
internal considerations, the Committee 
decided to print the word, but to enclose it 
within square brackets, thus indicating doubt 
whether it belongs in the text. 

Metzger’s Textual Commentary on the NT 

 

NET tc There is good ms evidence for the 

inclusion of "seven" (èpta,, hepta; î24 a 

2053 2351 ÛK). There is equally good ms 

support for the omission of the term (A 1006 
1611 ÛA pc). It may have been accidentally 

added due to its repeated presence in the 
immediately preceding phrases, or it may 
have been intentionally added to maintain 
the symmetry of the phrases or more likely 
to harmonize the phrase with 1:4; 3:1; 4:5. 
Or it may have been accidentally deleted by 
way of homoioteleuton (ta. èpta,, ta hepta). A 

decision is difficult in this instance. NA27 also 
does not find the problem easy to solve, 
placing the word in brackets to indicate 
doubts as to its authenticity. 

Rev 5:7 kai. h=lqen kai. ei;lhfen evk th/j dexia/j 
tou/ kaqhme,nou evpi. tou/ qro,nouÅ 

And he came and took from the right hand 
of him sitting on the throne. 

 

Rev 5:8 Kai. o[te e;laben to. bibli,on( ta. te,ssara 
zw/|a kai. oì ei;kosi te,ssarej presbu,teroi 
e;pesan evnw,pion tou/ avrni,ou e;contej 
e[kastoj kiqa,ran kai. fia,laj crusa/j 
gemou,saj qumiama,twn( ai[ eivsin aì 
proseucai. tw/n ag̀i,wn( 

And when he took the scroll, the four living 
creatures and the twenty-four elders fell 
down before the Lamb, each holding a harp 
and golden bowls full of incense, which are 
the prayers of the saints. 

 

Rev 5:9 kai. a;|dousin wv|dh.n kainh.n le,gontej\ 
a;xioj ei= labei/n to. bibli,on kai. avnoi/xai 
ta.j sfragi/daj auvtou/( o[ti evsfa,ghj kai. 

And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy 
are you to take the scroll and to open its 
seals, for you were slain and purchased for 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

hvgo,rasaj tw/| qew/| evn tw/| ai[mati, sou evk 
pa,shj fulh/j kai. glw,sshj kai. laou/ kai. 
e;qnouj 

God with your blood from every tribe, 
language, people, and nation. 

Rev 5:10 kai. evpoi,hsaj auvtou.j tw/| qew/| hm̀w/n 
basilei,an kai. ièrei/j( kai. 
basileu,sousin evpi. th/j gh/jÅ 

And you have made them a kingdom and 
priests to our God, and they shall reign on 
the earth. 

NET tn The reference to "kingdom and 
priests" may be a hendiadys: "priestly 
kingdom." 
 
NET tc The textual problem here between 
the present tense basileu,ousin 
(basileuousin, "they are reigning"; so A 1006 
1611 ÛK pc) and the future basileu,sousin 

(basileusousin, "they will reign"; so a 1854 

2053 ÛA pc lat co) is a difficult one. Both 

readings have excellent support. On the one 
hand, the present tense seems to be the 
harder reading in this context. On the other 
hand, codex A elsewhere mistakes the 
future for the present (20:6). Further, the 
lunar sigma in uncial script could have been 
overlooked by some scribes, resulting in the 
present tense. All things considered, there is 
a slight preference for the future. 

 

Rev 5:11 Kai. ei=don( kai. h;kousa fwnh.n avgge,lwn 
pollw/n ku,klw| tou/ qro,nou kai. tw/n 
zw,|wn kai. tw/n presbute,rwn( kai. h=n o ̀
avriqmo.j auvtw/n muria,dej muria,dwn kai. 
cilia,dej cilia,dwn 

Then I looked, and I heard a sound of many 
angels around the throne and the living 
creatures and the elders, and the number of 
them was myriads of myriads and 
thousands of thousands, 

 

Rev 5:12 le,gontej fwnh/| mega,lh|\ a;xio,n evstin to. 
avrni,on to. evsfagme,non labei/n th.n 
du,namin kai. plou/ton kai. sofi,an kai. 
ivscu.n kai. timh.n kai. do,xan kai. 
euvlogi,anÅ 

saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the 
Lamb who was slain, to take/receive power 
and wealth and wisdom and strength and 
honor and glory and blessing.” 

 

Rev 5:13 kai. pa/n kti,sma o] evn tw/| ouvranw/| kai. 
evpi. th/j gh/j kai. up̀oka,tw th/j gh/j kai. 

And I heard every creature which is in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth 

kai, (5) {B} 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

evpi. th/j qala,sshj kai. ta. evn auvtoi/j 
pa,nta h;kousa le,gontaj\ tw/| kaqhme,nw| 
evpi. tw/| qro,nw| kai. tw/| avrni,w| h ̀euvlogi,a 
kai. h ̀timh. kai. h ̀do,xa kai. to. kra,toj 
eivj tou.j aivw/naj tw/n aivw,nwnÅ 

and in the sea and all that is in them saying, 
“To Him who sits on the throne and to the 
Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and 
power forever and ever!” 

In order to provide a verb for the relative 
clause (with or without an additional relative 
pronoun), after qala,sshj some witnesses 

read evsti,n( kai, (A 1006 1611c 1854 2344 

al), others read a[ evstin( kai, (P 046 1 2073 

2081 al, followed by the Textus Receptus), 
and still others read o[sa evsti,n( kai, (1828 

2053 al). The text that seems to have given 
rise to these modifications is simply kai,, 

supported by a 1611* 2020 2065 2432 al. 

Metzger’s Textual Commentary on the NT 

Rev 5:14 kai. ta. te,ssara zw/|a e;legon\ avmh,nÅ kai. 
oì presbu,teroi e;pesan kai. 
proseku,nhsanÅ 

And the four living creatures said, “Amen!”  
And the elders fell down and worshiped. 
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2 Exegetical Outline (verse summary) – Revelation 5:1-14 

V1. In a vision, the Apostle John saw one sitting on the throne in heaven who had in his right 

hand a scroll written on front and back and sealed with seven seals. 

V2. John saw a mighty angel asking loudly who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals. 

V3. John saw that no one anywhere was able to open the scroll or even to look inside it. 

V4. John began to weep loudly because no one was found to open and read the scroll. 

V5. Then one of the elders in heaven told John to stop weeping and see Judah’s Lion and David’s 

Root who has conquered and is thus able to open and read the scroll. 

V6. John looked in the midst of the throne, the four living creatures, and the elders, and saw a 

Lamb standing; it looked like it had been slaughtered, and it had seven horns and eyes (which are 

God’s seven spirits sent out into the world). 

V7. The Lamb approached the throne and took the scroll out of the right hand of the one seated 

there. 

V8. As soon as the Lamb took ahold of the scroll, the four living creatures and twenty-four 

elders, each holding a harp and golden incense bowls (which are the saints’ prayers), all fell 

down before the Lamb. 

V9. The four living creatures and twenty-four elders all sang a new praise song to the Lamb, that 

he is worthy to take and open the scroll because he was slaughtered, and that by his blood he 

ransomed people for God from every tribe, language, people, and nation. 

V10. The four living creatures and twenty-four elders continued to sing to the Lamb, praising 

him for having made the ransomed people a forever reigning kingdom and priests to God on the 

earth. 

V11. John looked again and heard around the throne, the living creatures, the elders, the sound of 

myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands of angels. 

V12. Those angels declared with a loud voice that the slaughtered Lamb is worthy to receive 

power, wealth, wisdom, strength, honor, glory, and blessing. 

V13. Then John heard every earthly creature agree with the angels in heaven by ascribing forever 

to the one enthroned and to the Lamb: blessing, honor, glory, and strength. 

V14. When the four living creatures responded by adding their agreement with an “Amen”, the 

elders fell down and worshiped. 
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3 Exegetical Outline (full) – Revelation 5:1-14 

I. The Enthroned One’s seven-sealed scroll and the Lamb (vv. 1-5). 

a. Who is worthy to open the scroll and its seals (vv. 1-2)? 

i. V1. In a vision, the Apostle John saw one sitting on the throne in heaven who 

had in his right hand a scroll written on front and back and sealed with seven 

seals. 

ii. V2. John saw a mighty angel asking loudly who is worthy to open the scroll 

and break its seals. 

b. Is no one worthy to open the scroll and its seals (vv. 3-4)? 

i. V3. John saw that no one anywhere was able to open the scroll or even to look 

inside it. 

ii. V4. John began to weep loudly because no one was found to open and read 

the scroll. 

c. The Lamb alone is worthy to open the scroll and its seals (v. 5). 

• V5. Then one of the elders in heaven told John to stop weeping and see 

Judah’s Lion and David’s Root who has conquered and is thus able to open 

and read the scroll. 

II. Heaven and earth praise and worship the Lamb who takes the seven-sealed scroll (vv. 6-

14). 

a. The Lamb approaches the throne and takes the scroll (vv. 6-7). 

i. V6. John looked in the midst of the throne, the four living creatures, and the 

elders, and saw a Lamb standing; it looked like it had been slaughtered, and it 

had seven horns and eyes (which are God’s seven spirits sent out into the 

world). 

ii. V7. The Lamb approached the throne and took the scroll out of the right hand 

of the one seated there. 

b. The four living creatures and twenty-four elders praise and worship the Lamb, for by 

his blood he ransomed all of God’s people to be a kingdom and priests forever (vv. 8-

10). 
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i. V8. As soon as the Lamb took ahold of the scroll, the four living creatures and 

twenty-four elders, each holding a harp and golden incense bowls (which are 

the saints’ prayers), all fell down before the Lamb. 

ii. V9. The four living creatures and twenty-four elders all sang a new praise 

song to the Lamb, that he is worthy to take and open the scroll and its seals 

because he was slaughtered, and that by his blood he ransomed people for 

God from every tribe, language, people, and nation. 

iii. V10. The four living creatures and twenty-four elders continued to sing to the 

Lamb, praising him for having made the ransomed people a forever reigning 

kingdom and priests to God on the earth. 

c. The heavenly angels praise and worship the Lamb (vv. 11-12). 

i. V11. John looked again and heard around the throne, the living creatures, the 

elders, the sound of myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands of angels. 

ii. V12. Those angels declared with a loud voice that the slaughtered Lamb is 

worthy to receive power, wealth, wisdom, strength, honor, glory, and blessing. 

d. All earthly creatures and the heavenly elders praise and worship the Lamb (vv. 13-

14). 

i. V13. Then John heard every earthly creature agree with the angels in heaven 

by ascribing forever to the one enthroned and to the Lamb: blessing, honor, 

glory, and strength. 

ii. V14. When the four living creatures responded by adding their agreement 

with an “Amen”, the elders fell down and worshiped. 
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4 Exegetical Outline (abbreviated) – Revelation 5:1-14 

Exegetical Proposition: The Apostle John sees a vision in which only the Lamb who was 

slaughtered (and thereby ransomed God’s people for his eternal kingdom) is worthy to take the 

seven-sealed scroll out of the Enthroned One’s right hand and open its seals; alongside whom the 

Lamb is praised and worshiped throughout heaven and earth as he takes the scroll. 

I. The Enthroned One’s seven-sealed scroll and the Lamb (vv. 1-5). 

a. Who is worthy to open the scroll and its seals (vv. 1-2)? 

b. Is no one worthy to open the scroll and its seals (vv. 3-4)? 

c. The Lamb alone is worthy to open the scroll and its seals (v. 5). 

II. Heaven and earth praise and worship the Lamb who takes the seven-sealed scroll (vv. 6-

14). 

a. The Lamb approaches the throne and takes the scroll (vv. 6-7). 

b. The four living creatures and twenty-four elders praise and worship the Lamb, for by 

his blood he ransomed all of God’s people to be a kingdom and priests forever (vv. 8-

10). 

c. The heavenly angels praise and worship the Lamb (vv. 11-12). 

d. All earthly creatures and the heavenly elders praise and worship the Lamb (vv. 13-

14). 
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5 Theological Outline – Revelation 5:1-14 

Theological Proposition: In order to finally bring justice and righteousness to the earth, someone 

must open the seven-sealed scroll in God’s right hand; only Jesus Christ, the sacrificed Lamb of 

God, is worthy of the task and thus is praised and worshiped throughout heaven and earth. 

I. God on the throne, the seven-sealed scroll in his right hand, and Jesus Christ the Lamb of 

God (vv. 1-5). 

II. Heaven and earth praise and worship Jesus Christ the Lamb of God who takes the seven-

sealed scroll (vv. 6-14). 
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6 Notes on Revelation 5:1-14 

1. Children’s Sermon: Prep: Print on a sheet of paper (front and back) the text of Rev 6; 8:1 (the 

seven seal judgments).  Roll it up as a scroll, seal it with seven star stickers, and lock it with a 

padlock.  Sermon: Pass around the scroll and ask the kids to guess what it is.  Ask them if 

they can open it without ripping it.  Can they see some of the words on the outside and 

inside?  Yes.  But can they figure out what the message is?  No.  No one is worthy to open the 

scroll except the keyholder.  The scroll explains what God’s plan is for the world and its 

destiny.  And the only one who can put God’s plan into practice is the one who can open up 

the scroll and break its seals.  In today’s Bible story, Jesus is described as a Lion and a Lamb.  

He alone is worthy to open the scroll and execute God’s plan for history.  The Bible tells us 

he is worthy because he was sacrificed.  Do you know how Jesus was sacrificed?  Yes, he 

was sacrificed on the cross to save his people from the punishment for sin that they deserved.  

In the scene that the Apostle John saw happening in heaven, all of creation (heaven and 

earth) praise and worship Jesus the Lamb of God because of his sacrifice.  They are so 

excited that he is going to open the scroll and make God’s plan happen.  Listen carefully to 

the sermon today to hear the Bible’s great story of sacrifice that explains why we praise and 

worship Jesus so much.  Because of his great sacrifice. 

2. Possible OT readings: Ex 12:3-13, 21-27; Isa 52:13-53:12; Dan 7:13-27 (Rev 5 follows the 

outline of Daniel’s vision) 

3. Note what the seven-sealed scroll symbolizes.  Revelation 6 provides the answer.  Opening 

the seals on this scroll, the Lamb of God releases the judgments contained therein upon the 

earth.  His breaking each seal executes a particular aspect of final justice.  Thus the seven-

sealed scroll represents God’s judgments reserved for the Last Day. 

4. God’s purpose and plan for redemption and rule cannot transpire except through the Lamb of 

God who is uniquely worthy to open the scroll, break the seals, and thereby execute its 

judgments.  Ye notice that each person of the Trinity has an indispensable part of the 

redemptive plan.  God the Father, who sits on the throne is the one who hold the seven-sealed 

scroll in his right hand.  God the Son, the Lamb of God who executes the plan of God by 

taking the scroll and opening its seals.  God the Holy Spirit, symbolized by the seven eyes 

(and also perhaps the seven horns) of the Lamb of God watches and supervises over the plan 

of God. 

5. This scene is perhaps a representation of Christ’s coronation according to ancient Near East 

custom.  Exaltation (v. 5), presentation (v. 6), enthronement as bestowal of authority (v. 7), 

and acclamation of praise (vv. 8-14).  Christ the Redeemer now enters into his reign with 

power and glory.  By taking the scroll and opening its seals, Christ inaugurates the kingdom 

of God on earth.  If this is the case, then the timeframe of the seals being broken, one after 

another, is the time between his first and second comings (the age of the Spirit). 

6. Vv1-14.  It is clear that the main point of this passage is the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, is 

worthy of praise and worship because he alone is able to open the Sovereign Lord’s 
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mysterious scroll and break its seals.  In verse 6, he appears “in the midst” or in the center of 

everything.  He is the centerpiece of John’s heavenly vision, of all that happens in heaven.  

All creation (four living creatures), humanity (elders), and heaven (angels) are portrayed as 

centering around the Lamb.  Furthermore, the Lamb is worthy because he was sacrificed 

(slain/slaughtered) and resurrected to redeem all God’s people from every tongue, tribe, 

people, and nation to make them an eternally reigning kingdom of priests to God.  Thus the 

sacrifice and resurrection of the Lamb, and how it accomplished the redemptive plan of God, 

particularly with an emphasis on the Lamb conquering through his blood, is the reason why 

the Lamb is praised and worshiped. 

7. Vv1-4.  This is not the first time the theme of “worthiness” is introduced in Revelation.  In 

chapter 4, the Lord God is “worthy” to receive all the same things the Lamb is “worthy” to 

receive in vv. 9, 12-13 because he is Creator.  In this passage, the Lamb is worthy because he 

is the resurrected Redeemer.   

8. V1. NET tn L&N 6.55 states, "From the immediate context of Re 5:1 it is not possible to determine 

whether the scroll in question had seven seals on the outside or whether the scroll was sealed at 
seven different points. However, since according to chapter six of Revelation the seals were broken 
one after another, it would appear as though the scroll had been sealed at seven different places as it 
had been rolled up." 

9. V1. The scroll with writing on front and back is like the scroll Ezekiel was given (Ezek 2:9-

3:3).  Ezekiel’s scroll contained words of lamentation, mourning, and woe for all of God’s 

people who broke covenant against him.  Also, the wording of the verse has affinities with 

Daniel 12:1, 4, 9 and Isaiah 29:11 which suggest this scroll is a heavenly book containing 

God’s plan for the world and its destiny.  Thus John’s prophecy contains the fulfillment of the 

latter-day prophecies in Daniel (cf. Dan 12:1-13).  Being written on both front and back 

implies that its contents are complete—nothing more may be added to this final revelation.  

Additionally, for John’s audience, the visionary scroll might remind them of a Roman will or 

contract deed.  On such the details were inscribed inside and a summary was written on the 

outside.  If this symbolism is intended, then the visionary scroll is God’s will to be executed 

by the executor, or God’s covenant with humanity containing the covenant curses that the 

Lamb will execute based on man’s breaking of the covenant stipulations.  The scroll may also 

represent God’s law, his promises to Christ (Ps 2:8; Heb 1:2), or his plan.  Based on 

Revelation’s cyclical literary structure, the scroll’s contents are God’s just purposes for 

history which are concealed and held back from execution by the seven seals. 

10. V2. A mighty angel proclaims loudly, asking who is worthy (has sufficient authority) to open 

the scroll and break its seals.  Because of the nature of the scroll’s contents, the church’s hope 

for final justice and salvation is wrapped up in the scroll and sealed up from execution until 

someone arises who is worthy to execute its contents.  Somehow John understood that when 

the seven-sealed scroll is finally opened, God’s purposes will be accomplished for all 

creation. 

11. Illustration: The proclamation is almost a challenge, like the legend of the Sword in the 

Stone: only the anointed one is worthy to meet the challenge. No mighty angel, no man, no 

demon of hell or Satan himself is worthy or take the seven-sealed scroll and break its seals.  
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Quotation: “Whoso pulleth Out This Sword of This Stone and Anvil, is Rightwise King Born 

of All England.” T.H. White, The Once and Future King, Book 1, Chapter 22, pg. 201. 

12. V3. “In heaven, on earth, or under the earth” is an OT idiom that encompasses all of creation.  

John saw that no one in all creation was qualified with sufficient authority to take the scroll 

and open it.  None of God’s servants are worthy, including the living creatures and elders and 

any other character introduced so far, to open the scroll and implement God’s will for history. 

13. V4. Because there appeared to John that no one was worthy to open the scroll, it seemed to 

him that final justice and salvation for the church (and for all of creation) is in jeopardy.  

Thus he began to weep and wail.  John longed for God’s will to be done (cf. Mt 6:10), but it 

seemed impossible as no one appeared a worthy candidate to open the scroll.  If no one 

appears to open the scroll and execute its contents, that means disaster: “history will not be 

governed in the interest of the church and that there will be ‘no protection for God’s children 

in the hours of bitter trial; no judgments upon a persecuting world; no ultimate triumph for 

believers; no new heaven and earth; no future inheritance!” (Beale, Revelation, 348-349) 

14. Vv5-6.  The reason the Lamb is worthy to take the scroll and break its seals is that he has 

conquered.  What has he conquered?  Death: he had been slain/slaughtered but is not alive.  

This is significant because death is the great enemy of life.  The Lamb has forever conquered 

death in himself through eternal resurrection.  Therefore all those whom the Lamb redeems 

share in the conqueror’s spoils (the defeat of death, and resurrection). 

15. V5. The Lamb is the same character as the prophesied Lion of the tribe of Judah (Gen 49:8-

12), the same as the Root of David (Isa 11:1, 10; Jer 11:19; 23:5; 33:15; Zech 3:8; cf. Rom 

15:12; Rev 22:16).  Judah’s Lion was the descendant of Judah who held the position of 

leadership over all Israel.  The Lion of Judah is the fierce recompense of Revelation, the 

Divine Warrior who executes judgment on all God’s enemies (Rev 19:11-21).  The lion 

image symbolizes authority and power.  Also, the Messiah in the OT was to be the righteous 

branch descended from Jesse (David’s father) who would restore the Davidic dynasty.  But 

the Son (branch) of David would be greater than his father David.  Thus the Son of David 

would be David’s Lord (cf. Mk 12:35-37).  The Branch would also be the Root of David.  

The way the story unfolds, it seems that John was meant to weep and mourn the scroll’s 

seeming inability to be opened because of a total lack of anyone worthy to do so.  It is a 

dramatic pause, and the reader is meant to enter into this crisis.  But John (and the reader) are 

also meant to see the Worthy One approaching to bring relief.  The heightened sense of crisis 

only raises the sense of relief and joy when the Lamb who alone is worthy is introduced in 

the story with all authority to take the scroll and read it.  Jesus Christ, who is the Lamb of 

God, the Lion of Judah, and the Root of David, is worthy to take and open the scroll because 

he has conquered by submitting himself wholly to God’s will.  In a beautiful paradox, the 

Lion conquers through the blood of the Lamb!  The “slain lamb” imagery is borrowed from 

both Exodus and Isaiah.  Christ is both our Passover Lamb and our Suffering Servant (Isa 

53:8-12; 1 Cor 5:7; Acts 17:2-3).  Christ the Lion is victorious because of what Christ the 

Lamb has already done.  The Lion triumphs through the work of the Lamb.  The picture is 

not that the Lamb is weak and the Lion is strong.  The Lamb and Lion imagery represent 

aspects of the one person Jesus Christ.  The Lamb is strong; the Lion is submissive to God’s 

will. 
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16. V6. NET tn Or "slaughtered"; traditionally, "slain." The phrase behind this translation is wj̀ 
evsfagme,non (hoÒs esphagmenon). The particle wj̀ is used in Greek generally for comparison, and in 

Revelation it is used often to describe the appearance of what the author saw. This phrase does not 
imply that the Lamb "appeared to have been killed" but in reality was not, because the wider context 
of the NT shows that in fact the Lamb, i.e., Jesus, was killed. See 13:3 for the only other occurrence 

of this phrase in the NT.  NET sn The relative pronoun which is masculine, referring back to the eyes 

rather than to the horns.   

17. V6. The Lion now appears as the once slaughtered Lamb (“as if” because he was truly slain 

before but is now alive).  Revelation first introduced him as the “living one” who died and 

lives again forever (Rev 1:18).  The prophet Isaiah in his “servant songs” described the slain 

Lamb of God and how his death would accomplish the redemption of his people.  Only 

through the sacrifice of the Lamb (and his resurrection from that sacrificial death) is 

redemption and re-creation accomplished.  All other salvation works of God are predicated 

on the Lamb’s sacrificial blood shed on behalf of his people.  The Lamb of God would bear 

the iniquities of his people and thereby heal them (Isa 53:4-8; cf. Jn 1:29; Heb 10:1-12, 18; 1 

Pet 1:19).  Horns are a biblical symbol for power (Dt 33:17; 1 Kgs 22:11; Ps 18:2; 75:4-7; 

89:17; 92:10; Dan 7:7-8:24; Zech 1:18-21).  Thus the Lamb’s seven horns communicate the 

perfect, ultimate power of the Lamb’s Spirit-empowered resurrection life (Mt 28:18; Jn 3:34; 

17:1-2; Rom 8:11; 1 Cor 15:45).  The Lamb’s seven eyes are explained (albeit cryptically in 

apocalyptic language) as “the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth” (cf. Jn 16:7-11; 

2 Chr 16:9; Zech 3:4, 9; 4:2, 10).  The Lamb sees all things, and his careful watch extends to 

all parts of the earth.  Note that in Revelation’s symbolic imagery, the Holy Spirit appears in 

various descriptions as one person (Rev 3:6, 13) as “seven spirits” representing perfection 

(Rev 3:1; 4:5; etc), as “seven torches of fire” (Rev 4:5), and as “seven eyes” that are all-

seeing and all-knowing (Rev 5:6).  The picture is of a lamb who conquers by defeating an 

enemy, and is mortally wounded in the process, but rises from the dead to seal his victory.  

All taken together, the Lamb’s description symbolizes “perfect power (horns), perfect 

wisdom (eyes), and perfect presence (seven spirits in all the earth)” (Wiersbe, BEC, Vol. 2, 

585).  Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, possesses the attributes of omnipotence, omniscience, 

and omnipresence.  He is God.  His sacrifice not only ransoms and redeems, it also conquers 

(cf. Gen 49; Isa 11; the horns of the lamb. 

18. Quotation: “The theme of ‘the Lamb’ is an important one throughout Scripture, for it presents 

the person and work of Jesus Christ, the Redeemer.  The Old Testament question, ‘Where is 

the lamb?” (Gen 22:7) was answered by John the Baptist who cried, ‘Behold the Lamb of 

God, which taketh away the sin of the world’ (John 1:29).  The choirs of heaven sing, 

‘Worthy is the Lamb!’ (Rev 5:12)” ~ Warren Wiersbe, Bible Exposition Commentary, Vol. 2, 

pp. 584-585. 

19. Application: How can the death of the Lamb be understood as a victory?  The Lion 

conquered through his suffering as the Lamb.  This has much to teach Christians.  In our 

struggle against the world, we must remember that Jesus also suffered at the hands of his 

earthly and demonic enemies, but by scorning the shame of the cross, he embraced suffering 

through obedience to God his Father.  Through this suffering he triumphed over his enemies.  

Revelation tells us over and over again that if we faithfully persevere our destiny will be his.  

Christ overcame the world by remaining loyal to his heavenly Father through suffering unto 

death.  Although he was physically defeated, he triumphed spiritually.  While it appears that 
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the cross was his defeat, it was in reality the means whereby Christ established his kingdom.  

Through his suffering for righteousness sake, the kingdom of God came to earth.  Every time 

a Christian suffers for righteousness and perseveres in loyalty to God, he conquers and the 

kingdom comes—despite what the world does to his body and good name. 

20. Vv7-8.  When the Lamb steps forward to identify himself as the one who is able to take and 

open the scroll, this elicits praise and worship from the four living creatures and the twenty-

four elders. 

21. V7. The moment of decision akin to David approaching Goliath.  The reader can almost hear 

the cheers of John, the four living creatures, and the twenty-four elders as the Lamb of God 

begins to accomplish the salvation of his people by taking the scroll from the right hand of 

God on the throne.  Jesus the Lamb is the only one who is able and worthy.  And he does not 

disappoint.  He comes through for his people.  Here is an allusion to Daniel’s Son of Man 

who approaches the heavenly throne to receive authority (Dan 7:9-28, esp. v. 13). 

22. V8. Now we do hear the cheers!  But they are cheers of worship.  Earlier the twenty-four 

elders had fallen down to worship the sovereign Lord God on his throne (Rev. 4:10; cf. 1 Chr 

25:6-31 where the elders are commissioned as temple singers).  Now they fall down to 

worship the Lamb, indicating the Lamb’s divinity and worthiness of receiving worship.  Each 

held a harp (the usual instrument of praise in the book of Psalms), presumably to play the 

new worship song for the Lamb.  Each also held a golden bowl full of incense.  John explains 

for readers who may not understand the OT imagery that incense symbolizes the prayers of 

the saints (Ps 141:2).  The prayer incense fills the room, reaching the Lamb.  This shows that 

the saints’ prayers for justice and salvation from their enemies are heard.  We will see that 

God will answer their pleas when the Lamb begins one-by-one to open the seals of the scroll 

(Rev 6, 8:1-5).  Praise and prayer are united in heaven, modeling what worship on earth 

should look like among the church.  Presumably, considering the broader context of 

Revelation, the prayers of the saints are petitions that God will bring justice to the earth and 

deliver them from their enemies. 

23. V9. When a “new song” is introduced and sung in the Bible, it is not merely a brand new 

tune and lyric.  A “new song” is a song that puts a new redemptive event or era to music (cf. 

Pss 33:3; 96:1; 98:1; 144:9; 149:1).  A “new song” is a new way to canonize a cosmic salvific 

event in God’s unfolding progression of redemptive history.  Salvation wrought by God over 

his enemies through judgment and deliverance of his people.  Here the new song celebrates 

the Lamb’s redemption of all God’s people.  A new era of salvation is beginning akin to the 

Exodus (Isa 42:9-10).  Here we have the lyrics of this new song.  The Lion is victorious in 

his being slaughtered as the Great Passover Lamb.  It is the martyr’s paradox.  Jesus Christ 

the Lamb of God is the Great Martyr.  By his overcoming death the Lamb also models the 

way for his people to conquer through faithful witness, even unto martyrdom (Rev 12:11).  In 

this new song we learn that by the blood of the Lamb he gave his life as a ransom for his 

people (cf. Mk 10:45; 1 Tim 2:5-6).  We learn that his people come from every part of the 

world (tribe, tongue, people, and nation), thus emphasizing the universal extent of 

redemption of God’s kingdom and the beautiful diversity of his people.  This cosmic, 

universal scope of redemption combats the claims of Satan of cosmic, universal allegiance.  

God is waging spiritual war on the kingdom of Satan on a cosmic scale.  As God takes back 
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the whole host of his people through the redemption accomplished by the Lamb, he fulfills 

the promise to Abraham of blessing all nations (Rev 7:9-17; 21:24-27; cf. Rev 18:18; 22:18; 

Isa 60:1-5; Dan 7:9-14). 

24. V9.  Note the extent of atonement that the Lamb’s blood covered.  As redemptive history 

unfolded, God revealed the Lamb’s blood would cover the individual (Isaac; Gen 22; cf. Gal 

2:20), the family in the Passover (Ex 12:3), Israel (Isa 53:8; Jn 11:49-52), and the Gentile 

nations (Jn 1:29).  The new worship song is a gospel song about the precious atoning blood 

of the Lamb.  Remember, according to Meredith Kline (The Feast of Cover-Over), that when 

the Lord protected his people in Egypt during the Passover, he “pasached” over (hovered 

over like a bird over her nest; cf. Isa 31:5) the doors of the Israelites, protecting and 

delivering them from the Destroyer by providing a covering and thus taking the blow the 

firstborn deserved. 

25. Doctrine: Heidelberg Catechism 54: What do you believe concerning the holy catholic 

Christian church?  I believe that the Son of God, out of the whole human race, from the 

beginning of the world to its end, gathers, defends, and preserves for Himself, by His Spirit 

and Word, in the unity of the true faith, a church chosen to everlasting life. And I believe that 

I am and forever shall remain a living member of it. 

26. V10. The Lamb’s ransom and redemption makes God’s people a kingdom and priests (i.e., a 

royal priesthood that collectively enjoys God’s rule) to “our God” (Rev 1:6; cf. Exod 19:6; 

Isa 61:6; Heb 10:19-22; 1 Pet 2:5-9).  Priesthood implies intimate access to God.  In the 

future this kingdom of priests will reign with Christ in fullness (Rev 2:26-27; 3:21; 5:10; 

20:4, 6).  What God intended and began through Israel in the OT is fulfilled now in Christ.  

Their reign on the earth will be their service as the ancient Israelites were delivered from 

their bondage in Egypt to serve the Lord (cf. Rev 20:4-6; 22:3).  Another aspect of this 

glorious song is its promise that God’s people will “reign on the earth.”  Justice will come to 

this world, and God’s people will be given the reins of the earth to reign.  Evil will not reign 

forever.  God and his people will triumph in the end (Rev 11:18; 12:12; 13:8).  The whole of 

Revelation describes how this will occur throught history and especially at the end of this 

age.  The first heaven and earth will be remade into a new heaven and earth where God’s 

people will reign in righteousness forever (Rev 21:1, 4; 2 Pet 3:13).  The curse of human sin, 

and the deathly sting of sin will be banished forever. 

27. Vv11-14.  Note that the praise and worship of God and the Lamb that began in an inner circle 

around the heavenly throne eventually spreads to include all creation.  The idea is that praise 

and worship is destined to fill heaven and earth (Phil 2:6-11)! 

28. Doctrine: WCF 2.2: God hath all life, glory, goodness, blessedness, in and of himself; and is 

alone in and unto himself all-sufficient, not standing in need of any creatures which he hath 

made, nor deriving any glory from them, but only manifesting his own glory in, by, unto, and 

upon them; he is the alone foundation of all being, of whom, through whom, and to whom, 

are all things; and hath most sovereign dominion over them, to do by them, for them, or upon 

them, whatsoever himself pleaseth. In his sight all things are open and manifest; his 

knowledge is infinite, infallible, and independent upon the creature; so as nothing is to him 

contingent or uncertain. He is most holy in all his counsels, in all his works, and in all his 
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commands. To him is due from angels and men, and every other creature, whatsoever 

worship, service, or obedience he is pleased to require of them. 

29. V11. NET tn Or "myriads of myriads." Although muria,j (murias) literally means "10,000," the point 

of the combination here may simply be to indicate an incalculably huge number. See L&N 60.9. 

30. V11. John looked and heard the sound of many, many angels.  Myriads of myriads (i.e., 

10,000s of 10,000s) and thousands of thousands (cf. Dan 7:10).  The sound is coming from 

around the heavenly throne, the four living creatures, and the elders.  It seems John struggles 

for words to describe the sound.  It is louder and fuller and more extensive than anything he 

has probably ever heard. 

31. Vv12-13. Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, has fulfilled his mission of humiliation.  The one 

who was born in a lowly estate, born under the law, borne the scorn of his own, and crucified 

as a rejected criminal, is worthy of receiving what he previously laid aside when he humbled 

himself.  Now he is the Lion of Judah, and has fulfilled his mission of exaltation.  Note that 

Jesus the Creator and Redeemer is praised and worshiped.  Jesus is not honored and glorified 

when he is merely a great Teacher.  He is not only Prophet, but Priest and King as well.  The 

great Redeemer and Savior.  He is Lord in his death and resurrection. 

32. V12. Now we hear the words of the angelic multitude.  They are words of praise and worship 

for the Lamb who was slaughtered.  The angels express that the Lamb is worthy because of 

his redemptive sacrifice to receive the highest praise possible, the seven-fold perfect praise: 

“power, wealth, wisdom, might, honor, glory, and blessing” (cf. 1 Chr 29:11-12; Dan 2:20, 

23, 37).  Again, the way the angels worship Jesus Christ the Lamb of God undoubtedly 

testifies to his deity.  Jesus, the Lamb of God, is God the Son. 

33. V13. Then the four earthly realms (air, land, Hades, and sea) explode in praise and worship 

for the Lamb (Ps 146:6).  All creatures on earth (in heaven, on earth, in the deathly realm of 

Hades, and in the sea) give a fourfold tribute of praise (blessing, honor, glory, and might) to 

God on the throne and the Lamb (cf. Ex 20:11; Neh 9:6; Ps 146:6; Dan 2:38; 4:37 LXX).  In 

other words, all of creation praises God and the Lamb.  Witness every tongue on earth 

bowing to the lordship of Christ.  Every knee bows to him (Phil 2:10-11). 

34. V14. NET tn Grk "fell down." BDAG 815 s.v. pi,ptw 1.b.a.b. has "fall down, throw oneself to the 

ground as a sign of devotion or humility, before high-ranking persons or divine beings."  Cf. v. 8. 

35. V14. Finally, the wrap up the vision, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders offer 

their Amen (“we agree and approve!”).  They too fall down and worship.  The subjection of 

all things to the Lion who is the slaughtered Lamb is now complete. 
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8 Sermon References 

Mark 10:45  "For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, 
and to give his life as a ransom for many." 

Matthew 10:38  And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not 
worthy of me. 

1 Corinthians 5:7b  For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 

Romans 12:1-2  I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, 
to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, 
which is your spiritual worship.  2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern 
what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 



Administering the Lord’s Supper 
5/24/2015 

 

• Words of Christ ordaining this institution (Mt 26:26-30; Mk 14:22-25; Lk 22:15-20; 1 Cor 11:23-32) 

o Revelation chapter 5 is full of Exodus and Passover language.  Here we remember the sacrifice of God’s 

perfect Lamb—Jesus Christ our Passover—until he returns on the last day to bring God’s justice and 

righteousness to the earth.  As our perfect sacrifice, he is our substitute by standing in our place taking the 

death sentence we incurred because of the guilt of sin.  As our perfect sacrifice, he is our protection by 

shielding us from the wrath of God we deserved because of the guilt of sin.  As our perfect sacrifice, he is 

our satisfaction by meeting God’s standard of justice required because of the guilt of sin. 

o By way of contrast, the Scripture says in 1 Corinthians 11 there is a way to receive the Lord’s Supper in a 

worthy manner.  The Christian must discern the Lord’s body and blood, understanding that the elements 

are holy signs and seals that are not to be trifled with.  By eating and drinking them, the Christian should 

examine his heart, repent of sin which makes him guilty and unworthy apart from the sacrifice of Christ, 

and rejoice in God’s grace that strengthens faith and new obedience.  The Christian understands and 

confesses the Lord’s Supper is given not just for him, but to Christ’s Church, to all those ransomed by the 

blood of the Lamb.  And so we share in this holy meal together. 

o The bread is a sacramental sign and seal of Christ’s body, broken for his Church.  The cup is a sacramental 

sign and seal of Christ’s blood, shed for his Church.  The signs point to the reality, which is Christ 

sacrificed on the cross.  The seals authenticate and guarantee God’s word as true, that the perfect sacrifice 

is accepted because the Lion-Lamb is worthy. 

o Isn’t he worthy to receive all power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing? 

• If you are one of God’s baptized children, having confessed your faith publicly, living a life of confession and 

repentance, and a member of any church where the gospel of Jesus is faithfully preached, then I welcome and 

encourage you to come to the Lord’s table. Your guilt is washed away by the blood of the Lamb’s sacrifice, and 

you are made worthy by faith in the Lamb to approach the King’s table. 

• Brief exhortation and fence the table (not baptized, not publically confessed the faith, not under the care and 

government of a particular branch of Christ’s Church) do not take the bread and wine, but instead take Christ as 

your Passover sacrifice by faith, then please talk with one of the elders immediately after the worship service 

today so you might be numbered among the ransomed from every tribe, language, people, and nation. 

• Invitation to silent prayer for preparation (confess sin, acknowledge God’s love for you—and renew your vow to 

heed God’s call to offer your life as a sacrifice of praise, taking up your cross and following Jesus wherever he 

may lead) 

• After allowing time for elders to come forward, close the silent prayer time with a brief prayer. 

 

 

 

The Lord Jesus Christ on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it, gave it to His disciples, as I, 

ministering in His name, give this bread to you, and said, “Take, eat; this is My 

body which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 
o Reminder to hold the bread and eat together as a body since the one loaf represents Christ’s unified body. 

• Optional: read a scripture (1 Corinthians 5:6-8) 

In the same manner, He also took the cup, and having given thanks as has been 

done in His name, He gave it to the disciples, saying, “This cup is the new covenant 

in My blood, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. Drink from it, all of 

you.” 
o Reminder to drink from the cup as you are ready since Jesus shed his blood to save you. 




