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Revelation 19:1-10 “The Story of Love” April 12, 2015 

OT Lesson: Psalm 45  Brian M. Sandifer 

All heaven praises the Lord for his righteous judgment of immoral seducers and corrupt persecutors of 

his faithful Bride. In reply, the Bride (Christ’s Church) must join heaven in worshiping God and 

glorifying her Bridegroom: the King who delivers, justifies, vindicates, glorifies, and loves her forever. 

Introduction –Why does Cinderella continue to grip the hearts of millions? 

I. Starting at the End of Love 

A. Praise the Lord for the judgment of the Great Prostitute (vv. 1-5) 

Here at the end of the Bible’s story of Love there is a corrupt and immoral enemy threatening to 

destroy the love between God and his Church. The book of Revelation calls that enemy Babylon the 

Great Prostitute. She has been the downfall of many who were seduced by her corrupt use of money, 

sex, and power. God has rightly judged her, avenging on her the blood of the Bride that stained her 

hands. She was the last obstacle standing between the Lamb and his Bride. 

B. Praise the Lord for the marriage of the Lamb and his Bride (vv. 6-10) 

The last time the Bible mentions marriage is in this passage. We hear thunderous praise in heaven 

because, finally, the wedding day of the Lamb and his Bride has arrived. And the timing couldn’t be 

better! God Almighty has conquered all his enemies, he has rescued his Bride from the hand of 

Babylon the Great Prostitute, and through her trial of testing she has prepared herself for the wedding. 

The most extravagant royal wedding on earth would pale in comparison. 

II. What is the Story of Love? 

A. Act One: Creation 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. It was glorious, and God loved his creatures. 

But there was something that was not good. In the Garden of Eden, the first man could not find a 

mate, a helper, a lover suitable for him. So God created and presented the first woman Eve to the man 

Adam as his wife. In a mysterious way, the marriage of the first man and women was a shadowy 

picture of how they were married to their Creator. God as the cosmic Royal Bridegroom chose his 

people as his cosmic Bride (Dt 7:6-8; Isa 62:5; Jer 2:2; Ezek 16:8; Sol 1-8). 

B. Act Two: Fall 

But tragically, God’s chosen people chose to spurn his love. In an adulterous act of betrayal, they 

gave their love to their sworn enemy the Serpent. In righteousness he judged their sin, but he was also 

merciful. In love he granted them clothing to cover their nakedness and shame. Then he sent them 

away from his Garden home until the day he would rescue them from their captivity to the Serpent, 

the evil suitor who had wooed their hearts away from their one true love. 

C. Act Three: Israel 

Most of Adam and Eve’s children did not want to be married to God. The rest of the OT is the story 

of Israel repeatedly returning to the Lord her Bridegroom only to betray his love again and again. 

Eventually God sends his wife away into exile from his home, just like he sent away Adam and Eve. 

Even so, the Bridegroom promises that one day, he will come to rescue his beloved Bride once and 

for all. On that day she will begin longing for her Bridegroom with all her heart, and he will 
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strengthen her faithfulness through trial and temptation by his heart-transforming love for her. He will 

move heaven and earth to win her back, even if it costs him his life. 

D. Act Four: Jesus & the Church 

In the fullness of time, God came to earth to rescue his Bride (Jn 3:16). She sought to be with him, to 

live with him, to share in intimate relationship with her one true love. Meanwhile the enemies of the 

Bridegroom succeeded in executing him on the cross. But they did not realize his death and 

resurrection was God’s sacrifice of love to win his Bride back to himself. True love cannot die! And 

so with his Bride forgiven and restored, Jesus the Royal Bridegroom returns home by ascending to his 

throne in heaven. And God will continue to strengthen the Bride to overcome her enemies, to resist 

temptation, and to remain faithful until her Bridegroom the King returns. 

E. Act Five: New Creation 

When the day of the royal wedding finally arrives, Christ the cosmic Bridegroom will return for his 

cosmic Bride, the Church, whom he loved from age to age, beginning to end. He will deliver her from 

all his and her enemies, and take her to himself in marriage. And they will live and rule together, 

happily ever after for all eternity. 

III. Why the Story of Love? 

A. To remind us what is glorious about love in marriage 

1. The plotline of the story is glorious. He is a valiant warrior who has stormed the gates of the 

castle where his beloved princess is held captive. She is tormented for refusing to love her captor. 

She is tempted to give in to the seductions of her evil suitor. She is threatened, persecuted, and 

even killed for her faithfulness to her true love. Someday her King will come. He will rescue her, 

and she will stay faithful to him until he comes. 

2. The symbolism of the characters is glorious. Christ and his Bride will be King and Queen of 

the new heaven and new earth, ruling together over a glorious kingdom of truth, justice, and 

peace. She submitting to him in love forever. He protecting and providing for her in love forever. 

Their marriage is built on each complementing the other. He is her head. She is his glory. 

B. To stir us to praise and worship the God who loves us 

The praise and worship coming from heaven begins as a great roar and keeps getting louder. This 

heavenly roar erupts from all the saints who have passed from this life into glory (cf. Rev 7:9-10). 

John is so stirred he foolishly falls down to worship the messenger! Every time you remember the 

story of Love it should bring you to your knees, worshiping God and his Christ. 

C. To strengthen our faithfulness to Christ our Bridegroom 

Her adornment of righteousness is a gift from her beloved. Righteousness is a gift from God to those 

who trust in the righteousness of the Bridegroom Jesus Christ on their behalf. Her adornment of 

righteousness vindicates her faithfulness to her beloved while she was tested in trial and temptation. 

The story of Love gives you strength to keep waiting for Christ’s rescue, and to resolve again to stand 

fast in your love for your Bridegroom. 

Conclusion – Opposition and temptation are God’s means of preparing us for the eternal marriage, as we 

ready ourselves through faithfulness for our wedding day. Be strengthened knowing there is a purpose in 

your faith being tested. For all those who hold to the testimony of Jesus the Bridegroom, take heart, be 

strong and courageous, for someday your Prince will come! 
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1 Original Language, Personal English Translation, and Textual Notes 

Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

Rev 19:1 Meta. tau/ta h;kousa ẁj fwnh.n mega,lhn 
o;clou pollou/ evn tw/| ouvranw/| lego,ntwn\ 
al̀lhloui?a,\ h ̀swthri,a kai. h ̀do,xa kai. h ̀
du,namij tou/ qeou/ hm̀w/n( 

After this I heard a large sound like a great 
multitude in heaven saying, “Hallelujah!  
Salvation and glory and power belong to our 
God, 

 

Rev 19:2 o[ti avlhqinai. kai. di,kaiai aì kri,seij 
auvtou/\ o[ti e;krinen th.n po,rnhn th.n 
mega,lhn h[tij e;fqeiren th.n gh/n evn th/| 
pornei,a| auvth/j( kai. evxedi,khsen to. ai-ma 
tw/n dou,lwn auvtou/ evk ceiro.j auvth/jÅ 

for truth and just are his judgments; for he 
has judged the great prostitute who 
corrupted the earth in her immorality, and 
has avenged from her hand the blood of his 
servants.” 

 

Rev 19:3 kai. deu,teron ei;rhkan\ al̀lhloui?a,\ kai. o ̀
kapno.j auvth/j avnabai,nei eivj tou.j aivw/naj 
tw/n aivw,nwnÅ 

And a second time they said, “Hallelujah!  
Also the smoke from her goes up from age 
to age.” 

 

Rev 19:4 kai. e;pesan oì presbu,teroi oì ei;kosi 
te,ssarej kai. ta. te,ssara zw/|a kai. 
proseku,nhsan tw/| qew/| tw/| kaqhme,nw| evpi. 
tw/| qro,nw| le,gontej\ avmh.n al̀lhloui?a,( 

And the twenty-four elders and the four 
living creatures fell down and worshiped 
God sitting on the throne, saying, “Amen 
Hallelujah!” 

 

Rev 19:5 Kai. fwnh. avpo. tou/ qro,nou evxh/lqen 
le,gousa\ aivnei/te tw/| qew/| hm̀w/n pa,ntej oì 
dou/loi auvtou/ Îkai.Ð oì fobou,menoi auvto,n( 
oì mikroi. kai. oi ̀mega,loiÅ 

And a voice came from the throne, saying, 
“Praise our God, all you his servants, and 
you who fear him, small and great.” 

@kai.# oì fobou,menoi {C} 

The presence of kai, is attested by A 

046 051 and almost all other witnesses; on 

the other hand the word is absent from a C 

P copsa, boms. Was the word added by 
copyists to avoid the asyndetic construction, 
or was it deleted lest the unwary reader, not 
seeing that it means “even,” imagine that 
“those who fear God” constitute a different 
group from “all of his servants”? In the 
opinion of the Committee the external 
evidence and the transcriptional 
probabilities are so evenly balanced as to 
suggest the advisability of using square 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

brackets around kai,. 

Metzger’s Textual Commentary on the NT 

Rev 19:6 Kai. h;kousa ẁj fwnh.n o;clou pollou/ kai. 
ẁj fwnh.n ud̀a,twn pollw/n kai. ẁj fwnh.n 
brontw/n ivscurw/n lego,ntwn\ al̀lhloui?a,( 
o[ti evbasi,leusen ku,rioj ò qeo.j Îhm̀w/nÐ o ̀
pantokra,twrÅ 

Then I heard a sound like a great multitude, 
and like a sound of many waters, and like a 
sound of mighty thunders, saying, 
“Hallelujah, for the Lord our God the 
Almighty has begun to reign. 

evbasi,leusen is an ingressive aorist (BDAG; 

Beale, Revelation), hence the translation 
“has begun to reign” 

ku,rioj ò qeo.j @hm̀w/n# {C} 

It is difficult to decide whether hm̀w/n 

was omitted in some witnesses (A 1 254 
792 1006 2023 2040 2065 2070 2186 syrphc 
copsa, bo eth) because it was felt to be 
inappropriate with the expression ku,rioj o ̀
qeo.j o ̀pantokra,twr (none of the other 

instances of the expression in Revelation 
has the possessive pronoun, 1.8; 4.8; 11.17; 
15.3; 16.7; 21.22); or whether, on the other 
hand, copyists introduced the pronoun after 
o ̀qeo,j in accord with the usage in verses 1 

and 5. In view of the weight of evidence 

supporting the pronoun (aa P 046 1611 

1854 2053 2344 itar, (gig) vg syrh copsams al) 
hm̀w/n was retained in the text, but enclosed 

within square brackets in order to express 
doubt whether it belongs there. 

Metzger’s Textual Commentary on the NT 

Rev 19:7 cai,rwmen kai. avgalliw/men kai. dw,swmen 
th.n do,xan auvtw/|( o[ti h=lqen o ̀ga,moj tou/ 
avrni,ou kai. h ̀gunh. auvtou/ ht̀oi,masen 
eàuth.n 

Let us rejoice and exult and give him glory!  
For the marriage of the Lamb has come and 
his bride has prepared herself. 

dw,swmen {C} 

If dw/men (a* 046 051 most minuscules) 

were original, it is not easy to account for 
the origin of the other readings. The future 

tense dw,somen, though attested by aa A 

2053 al, is intolerable Greek after two 
hortatory subjunctive verbs, and must be 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

judged to be a scribal blunder. The least 
unsatisfactory reading appears to be 
dw,swmen (P and 25 minuscules), which, 

being the irregular aorist subjunctive and 

used only rarely (4.9 in a and six 

minuscules; Mk 6.37 in a and D), seems to 

have been intentionally or unintentionally 
altered in the other witnesses to one or 
another of the other readings. 

Metzger’s Textual Commentary on the NT 

Rev 19:8 kai. evdo,qh auvth/| i[na periba,lhtai 
bu,ssinon lampro.n kaqaro,n\ to. ga.r 
bu,ssinon ta. dikaiw,mata tw/n ag̀i,wn 
evsti,nÅ 

And it was given to her bright, clean, fine 
linen to wear.” (For fine linen is the righteous 
deeds of the saints.) 

 

Rev 19:9 Kai. le,gei moi\ gra,yon\ maka,rioi oì eivj 
to. dei/pnon tou/ ga,mou tou/ avrni,ou 
keklhme,noiÅ kai. le,gei moi\ ou-toi oì 
lo,goi avlhqinoi. tou/ qeou/ eivsinÅ 

And he said to me, “Write: Blessed are 
those who are invited to the marriage 
supper of the Lamb.”  And he said to me, 
“These are the true words of God.” 

 

Rev 
19:10 

kai. e;pesa e;mprosqen tw/n podw/n auvtou/ 
proskunh/sai auvtw/|Å kai. le,gei moi\ o[ra 
mh,\ su,ndoulo,j sou, eivmi kai. tw/n 
avdelfw/n sou tw/n evco,ntwn th.n 
marturi,an VIhsou/\ tw/| qew/| prosku,nhsonÅ 
h ̀ga.r marturi,a VIhsou/ evstin to. pneu/ma 
th/j profhtei,ajÅ 

And I fell down before his feet to worship 
him.  Then he said to me, “See that you do 
not do that!  I am a fellow servant with you 
and your brothers who are holding the 
testimony of Jesus.  Worship God.”  (For the 
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.) 
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2 Exegetical Outline (verse summary) – Revelation 19:1-10 

V1. After seeing the vision of Babylon the Great Prostitute, John heard a sound like a great 

multitude in heaven shouting out praises of salvation, glory, and power to the Lord God because 

these things belong to him. 

V2. God is praised, the multitude in heaven shouts, because his judgments are true and just, 

because he has judged the Great Prostitute for corrupting the earth with her immorality, and 

because God took vengeance on her to avenge his servants’ blood which she shed. 

V3. Again the multitude in heaven praised the Lord because the smoke from Babylon the Great 

Prostitute goes up forever. 

V4. The twenty-four elders and four living creatures, who all surround God seated on his 

heavenly throne, fell down in worship praising God. 

V5. John heard a voice from the throne summoning all God’s servants (those who fear him, both 

small and great) to praise our God. 

V6. Then John again heard a sound like a great multitude (like the roar of many waters and the 

peals of mighty thunder) shouting in praise because the Lord God the Almighty has begun to 

reign. 

V7. The voice continued to cry out, calling all God’s servants together to rejoice, exult, and give 

God glory because the Lamb’s marriage supper has come and his bride has prepared herself. 

V8. The voice finished calling with an explanation that the Lamb’s bride was granted bright, 

clean, fine linen (which is the righteous deeds of the saints) to clothe herself. 

V9. Then the angel told John to write that those invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb are 

blessed, then the angel added that these are God’s true words. 

V10. In response John fell down before the angel’s feet in worship, but the angel rejected and 

redirected John’s worship to God, because both the angel and John are servants (along with 

John’s brothers) who hold to Jesus’ testimony (which is the spirit of prophecy). 
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3 Exegetical Outline (full) – Revelation 19:1-10 

I. Praise and worship the Lord for his judgment of Babylon the Great Prostitute (vv. 1-5). 

a. In heaven the multitude praise and worship God the judge (vv. 1-3). 

i. V1. After seeing the vision of Babylon the Great Prostitute, John heard a 

sound like a great multitude in heaven shouting out praises of salvation, glory, 

and power to the Lord God because these things belong to him. 

ii. V2. God is praised, the multitude in heaven shouts, because his judgments are 

true and just, because he has judged the Great Prostitute for corrupting the 

earth with her immorality, and because God took vengeance on her to avenge 

his servants’ blood which she shed. 

iii. V3. Again the multitude in heaven praised the Lord because the smoke from 

Babylon the Great Prostitute goes up forever. 

b. In heaven the twenty-four elders and four living creatures praise and worship God the 

judge (v. 4). 

• V4. The twenty-four elders and four living creatures, who all surround God 

seated on his heavenly throne, fell down in worship praising God. 

c. A summons from heaven to join in the praise and worship of God the judge (v. 5). 

• V5. John heard a voice from the throne summoning all God’s servants (those 

who fear him, both small and great) to praise our God. 

II. Praise and worship the Lord for his reign, for his wedding, and for his righteous bride 

(vv. 6-8). 

a. For his reign (v. 6). 

• V6. Then John again heard a sound like a great multitude (like the roar of 

many waters and the peals of mighty thunder) shouting in praise because the 

Lord God the Almighty has begun to reign. 

b. For his wedding feast (v. 7). 

• V7. The voice continued to cry out, calling all God’s servants together to 

rejoice, exult, and give God glory because the Lamb’s marriage supper has 

come and his bride has prepared herself. 

c. For his righteous bride (v. 8). 
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• V8. The voice finished calling with an explanation that the Lamb’s bride was 

granted bright, clean, fine linen (which is the righteous deeds of the saints) to 

clothe herself. 

III. Praise and worship the Lord for his blessing on those invited to the wedding (9-10). 

a. God’s blessing on those invited to the Lamb’s wedding is true (v. 9). 

• V9. Then the angel told John to write that those invited to the marriage supper 

of the Lamb are blessed, then the angel added that these are God’s true words. 

b. Worship God alone and hold to the testimony of Jesus (v. 10). 

• V10. In response John fell down before the angel’s feet in worship, but the 

angel rejected and redirected John’s worship to God, because both the angel 

and John are servants (along with John’s brothers) who hold to Jesus’ 

testimony (which is the spirit of prophecy). 
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4 Exegetical Outline (abbreviated) – Revelation 19:1-10 

Exegetical Proposition: John hears how heaven praises and worships God as the righteous judge, 

ruler, and bridegroom; John hears how heaven calls God’s servants on earth to rejoice in his pure 

bride and those invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb. 

I. Praise and worship the Lord for his judgment of Babylon the Great Prostitute (vv. 1-5). 

a. In heaven the multitude praise and worship God the judge (vv. 1-3). 

b. In heaven the twenty-four elders and four living creatures praise and worship God the 

judge (v. 4). 

c. A summons from heaven to join in the praise and worship of God the judge (v. 5). 

II. Praise and worship the Lord for his reign, for his wedding, and for his righteous bride 

(vv. 6-8). 

a. For his reign (v. 6). 

b. For his wedding feast (v. 7). 

c. For his righteous bride (v. 8). 

III. Praise and worship the Lord for his blessing on those invited to the wedding (9-10). 

a. God’s blessing on those invited to the Lamb’s wedding is true (v. 9). 

b. Worship God alone and hold to the testimony of Jesus (v. 10). 
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5 Theological Outline – Revelation 19:1-10 

Theological Proposition: All of heaven praises and worships the Lord for his righteous judgment 

on idolaters and persecutors of his Church; in return God’s people must join heaven in praising 

and worshiping her Savior who delivers, rules, justifies, loves, and provides for her as Christ’s 

pure and beautiful bride. 

I. Praise and worship the Lord for his judgment of “Babylon”—the powerful, idolatrous 

and corrupt world system that persecutes Christians (vv. 1-5). 

II. Praise and worship the Lord for his sovereign rule over heaven and earth, for his 

commitment to his chosen people, and for the beautiful righteousness of Christ’s 

beloved—the Church (vv. 6-8). 

III. Praise and worship the Lord for his blessing of love on all those who hold to their 

testimony of Jesus (9-10). 
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6 Notes on Revelation 19:1-10 

1. This passage narrates the end of a great story.  A story of love and a story of glory.  The two, 

love and glory, go together.  Since the beginning, God has been preparing his people to be his 

bride on the last day.  The Church, as God’s people, is finally delivered from all opposition.  

The world is purged of all counterfeit brides.  At last, God brings to its glorious end the story 

of his preparing a bride for himself.  The Church his bride has cooperated by preparing 

herself through the grace provided from her bridegroom: her husband Jesus Christ the Lamb 

of God.  The triumph of the pure Bride is contrasted with the failure and destruction of the 

corrupt counterfeit bride, the Great Prostitute.  In the Grand Marriage to which all human 

marriages symbolize and point toward, the Husband of the bride presents the church to 

himself in all her splendor, purity, and perfection (Rev 19:7-8; cf. Eph 5:26-27) 

2. Quotation: “Then the church shall be brought to the full enjoyment of her bridegroom, 

having all tears wiped away from her eyes; and there shall be no more distance or absence.  

She shall then be brought to the entertainments of an eternal wedding-feast, and to dwell for 

ever with her bridegroom; yea, to dwell eternally in his embraces.  Then Christ will give her 

his loves; and she shall drink her fill, yea, she shall swim in the ocean of his love.” ~ 

Jonathan Edwards, cited in New Dictionary of Biblical Theology, 657. 

3. V1. The great multitude that John hears in heaven is the church triumphant, saints who have 

gone on to heaven before us.  In the crowd every nation is represented (cf. Rev 7:9-10).  The 

multitude sings in praise and worship to God.  “Hallelujah!  Salvation and glory and power 

belong to our God.”  From the preceding context, they sing to God, praising him for the 

destruction of the Great Prostitute who murdered them for their faithfulness to God.  Praising 

God is at the heart of true worship.  Worshiping God entails praising him for who he is and 

what he has done.  In Revelation 19, the heavenly throng praise God for his judgment of the 

Great Prostitute, the bloodthirsty enemy of God’s people.  Revelation 19 is the only place in 

the NT where the transliterated word “hallelujah” (praise Yahweh / the Lord) occurs.  Here is 

the first of four instances (vv. 1, 3, 4, 6). 

4. V2. The great multitude continues to praise God for his just judgment of Babylon the Great 

Prostitute, who committed a double crime (cf. Rev 18:23-24).  First, by her sexual 

immorality and lust for power and wealth, she corrupted the earth (cf. Rev 11:18).  She 

seduced the kings and merchants of the earth with her luxurious wares and sexual license.  

Second, she persecuted and killed the saints of God by her hand (cf. 2 Kgs 9:7; Rev 17:6).  

The unusual wording is a clear allusion to Jezebel in 2 Kings 9:7 (“at the hand of Jezebel”), 

who was a seductive harlot to God’s people in both history and later symbolism (cf. Rev 

2:20; 17:16).  Now they sing from heaven, praising and worshiping God for avenging their 

blood (cf. Rev 6:10) by destroying the great city of “Babylon” and thereby destroying the 

livelihood and hope of all who aligned themselves with her.  This is the deliverance and 

salvation of the saints.  God’s judgment is not a mere power play.  His judgments are true and 

just/righteous (Ps 19:9).  The cry of Revelation 6:10 is answered in this verse (cf. Ps 70:10).  

He judges according to the standard of truth because he sees all things, knows all things, and 

understands all things as they really are.  His judgments are just and right.  God’s verdict and 
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sentence is not too lenient, not too strict.  His is a perfectly fair judgment.  His judgments 

expose all lies and right all wrongs (cf. Rev 15:3; 16:7).  God will demonstrate his justice and 

truth by judging Babylon the Great Prostitute.  The falls of historical Babylon in the OT and 

the NT “Babylon” of Rome are foreshadows of the final fall of the last-days worldwide 

Babylonian system. 

5. V3. Babylon’s judgment goes up forever (literally “from age to age”).  This symbolizes the 

finality of the judgment on the nations (cf. Isa 34:9-10).  It is irreversible, but it is not a cruel 

punishment considering the repeated blasphemies of the Great Prostitute.  Seeing her finally 

and totally judged by God elicits praise from the saints in heaven.  Again, “Hallelujah!”  It is 

ironic that “Babylon” (Rome the Eternal City) burns in eternal judgment.  No Babylon, no 

City of Man is eternal, no matter how powerful, rich, and liberated she is.  God will judge 

sinful people and sinful societies.  In the end, his judgment is everlasting. 

6. V4. In heaven, twenty-four elders and four living creatures now join in the praise and 

worship of God with the great multitude.  We first met them in Revelation 5:8-10 in the 

vision of God and the Lamb.  Here they fall down before God as he sits on his throne, 

worshiping him.  They agree with the worship that the great multitude gives to God by 

proclaiming “Amen.  Hallelujah!”  Yes, we confidently and strongly agree (cf. Jn 10:7; 1 Cor 

14:16).  Praise the Lord!  The wording used in this praise is like Psalm 106:42-48, where 

Israel praises God for deliverance from their enemies who oppressed them. 

7. V5. Whereas “praise the Lord” has been in the Hebrew language (perhaps signaling the 

praise coming from the OT era), now “hallelujah” is translated into Greek as “praise our 

God” (signaling the praise coming from the NT era?).  The voice of praise continues to come 

from heaven, but this time expressing from the throne.  The voice may not be from God 

himself, but one or many of his heavenly angelic attendants.  But it may be the voice of 

Christ as is the case in other parts of Revelation (6:6; 16:1, 17; cf. Jn 20:17).  Either way, the 

identity of the speaker is ambiguous, and perhaps that is purposeful.  The command to praise 

our God is addressed to God’s servants.  These are the ones who fear him, Christians both 

small and great.  Likely these saints are contrasted with the kings and merchants participating 

in Babylon’s sins.  They did not fear God. 

8. Vv6-10.  This section transitions to the anticipating and imminent arrival of the marriage 

supper of the Lamb.  It is not a hard section break, for John hears from heaven again, and the 

great multitude cries out again.  Therefore verses 6-10 ought to be read in conjunction with 

the preceding verses.  In other words, this section is not a separate vision but a continuation. 

9. V6. John heard the sound of mighty rushing water coupled with peals of strong thunder.  But 

the sound was in the form of a voice crying out.  This is just different but complementary 

imagery of the great multitude’s voice from heaven (cf. Rev 14:2).  But this time even 

louder!  Again the voice cries out “Hallelujah!”  The heavenly multitude of saints declares 

praise to the Lord because he is our God, he is almighty, and he has begun to reign over 

heaven and earth.  This he has proved by deposing Babylon the Great Prostitute who claimed 

to usurp God’s rule on earth.  Of course God reigns over heaven and earth throughout history, 

but here the multitude praises the Lord for establishing his kingdom reign without any rival, 

without any opposition (cf. Rev 11:15-17).  This reigns is consummated at the end of history 
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when Christ Jesus returns in glory to bring salvation of his people through the defeat of his 

and their enemies (1 Cor 15:24). 

10. Vv7-8.  Quotation: “The marriage could not take place without the removal of the 

Babylonian archenemy and the coming of God’s kingdom in complete form, as narrated in 

18:1-19:6.  The existence of Babylon was a necessary factor in the bride’s preparation for the 

marriage.  How is this so?  Babylon’s oppression and temptation was the fire ultimately used 

by God to refine the saints’ faith to prepare them to enter the heavenly city.” ~ G.K. Beale, 

Revelation, 934. 

11. V7. Now that Babylon the Great Prostitute has been destroyed and has exited the stage of 

Revelation, the Bride of the Lamb makes her entrance.  The great multitude in heaven praise 

God, rejoicing and exulting in his glory, because the marriage of the Lamb has finally 

arrived.  History has come to its climax and culmination.  It’s the wedding day for the Prince 

of Glory, the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ the Son of God.  His bride, the Church (cf. Rev 21:2, 

9; 22:17; 2 Cor 11:2; Eph 5:25-27) has made herself ready for her bridegroom and this day.  

The wedding imagery expresses the love, joy, intimacy, and hope fulfilled between Christ 

and his people.  This marriage consummation is anticipated earlier in both the OT and NT 

(Isa 54:5-8; Hos 2:19-20; Eph 5:26-27). 

12. V8. The Bride of the Lamb has made herself ready for her bridegroom and their wedding day 

by wearing the bridal garment provided by her husband the Lamb.  It is a gift of grace 

granted to her (cf. Isa 61:10; Rev 6:11; 7:14).  The allusion to Isaiah 61 emphasizes God’s 

sovereign grant of righteous clothing, which is the reason the bride is able to prepare and 

clothe herself.  The gown is a gift of righteousness.  A dress of fine linen, bright white and 

pure—a fitting symbol for the Church clothed in the righteousness of Christ, and in the 

righteous deeds of the saints in response to the love of Christ.  Contrast the Bride’s 

beautifully pure clothing with the gaudy opulent linen clothing of Babylon the Great 

Prostitute (Rev 17:4; 18:16).  Thus the righteous deeds of the saints, in which they are 

clothed, are their persevering in faith despite the world’s (Babylon’s) persecution.  Her 

persevering righteous deeds that adorn her as Bride were preparatory for the marriage.  The 

Church is purified through faith perseverance amid temptation, persecution, and martyrdom.  

Note in the rest of Revelation, white clothes are granted to convey purity resulting from a test 

of persevering faith.  Thus the white clothes are the reward for such deeds.  God’s people are 

to strive for pure clothing of righteous deeds, not soiling their garments and not to be found 

naked (Rev 3:4-5, 18; 16:15).  Yet God grants the grace to pass the test, so the white clothes 

are still accurately described as a grant. Here we have both divine sovereignty and human 

responsibility in harmony. Furthermore, there is also the idea that the righteous deeds of the 

saints represent their vindication before God at the last day based on their faithful actions and 

God’s faithful judgment against their enemies (WLC 90; WSC 38).  On the last day when the 

marriage of the Lamb and his bride arrives, his bride will be “openly acknowledged and 

acquitted” before the whole world. 

13. V8.  The bride’s clothing is the culmination of the story of God clothing his people.  From 

the animal skins granted to Adam and Eve to cover their nakedness, to the priestly robes 

prescribed and required by God for entrance into his presence, to the new self that clothes 

redeemed sinners when they disrobe from their old self, to the righteous robes of Christ 
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dipped in his salvific blood, God always provides the necessary clothing to adorn his people.  

The final and consummative act whereby he clothes his people will come when the bride of 

the Lamb is graciously granted the fine linen, bright and pure for her glorious wedding gown.  

This is the eschatological dress of the saints, when they will be clothed with a righteousness 

and beauty which is imperishable, immortal, and heavenly (1 Cor 15:53; 2 Cor 5:3). 

14. V9. Then the angel instructed John to write down a message: Blessed are those invited to the 

marriage supper of the Lamb.  The angel told John these words are true and from God.  Who 

are those invited?  They are believers, all those who belong to the Church of Jesus Christ, all 

those who have been called by the gospel and believed (Isa 25:6-9; 65:13-17; Lk 14:15-24).  

Jesus taught in parables about this future marriage supper for which we must be prepared (Mt 

22:1-14; 25:1-13; 26:29; Lk 13:29; 22:16-18), anticipated in the OT (Isa 25:6-8).  The 

blessed nature of this heavenly feast is contrasted with the horrific feast described in 

Revelation 19:17-18.  This is a shift in the metaphor.  In verses 7 and 8, the church corporate 

is the bride of Christ.  In verses 9 and 10 the church as individual believers are the wedding 

guests.  This corporate-individual shift is apparent in Revelation 12 as well—the woman and 

her seed.  Thus the bride and the wedding guests are not two different groups (e.g., the 

church and Israelite saints).  They are both the church viewed from different perspectives 

through complementary metaphors. 

15. V10. At this John fell down in worship before the angel delivering the message.  But the 

angel rebuked him, telling him he must not worship anyone but God.  For the angel described 

himself as just another fellow servant with John and other Christians.  The angel is a fellow 

servant of the prophets (Rev 22:9), and John had the spirit of prophecy (Rev 22:6), receiving 

the testimony (witness) of Jesus and delivering it to the churches (Rev 1:2).  In this sense the 

ministries of the angel and of John are similar.  Both of them, including all Christians, hold to 

the testimony of Jesus.  That is what makes them fellow servants.  Angels proclaim the 

testimony of Jesus from heaven; believers proclaim the testimony of Jesus from earth.  None 

are worthy of worship, not even the angel from heaven, and especially not Babylon the Great 

Prostitute.  For Christians to hold to the testimony of Jesus means they will not give their 

loyalty to Babylon, but separate themselves from her to worship God alone.  Only God is 

worthy of worship.  Note the angel says that Jesus is rightly worshiped, since the Lamb 

received worship earlier in the visions of Revelation (Rev 5:8-14).  We are also prone to fall 

down in reverent awe, if not worship, before the grandeur of Revelation’s prophetic vision.  

Moreover, there is a celebrity pastor epidemic in American evangelical and reformed circles.  

We are not to give inordinate reverence to any of God’s fellow servants.  Don’t lose sight of 

Jesus, the one to whom the Revelation points!  Worship God alone! 

16. V10. “For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”  Beale explains the meaning of 

this phrase based on whether the first genitive is taken as subjective or objective.  If 

subjective, then it means all true prophecy has its source in the words and actions of Jesus.  If 

objective, then it means all true prophecy reveals itself in testimony to Jesus.  Regarding the 

second genitive, it means that all those giving or holding to the testimony of Jesus are 

prophetic people.  Both angels in heaven and believers on earth have prophetic roles and 

ministries (cf. the following where this broad definition of prophetic office is in view: Rev 

11:3, 6, 10; 16:6). 
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17. Doctrine: WCF 21.2. Religious worship is to be given to God, the Father, Son, and Holy 

Ghost; and to Him alone: not to angels, saints, or any other creature: and, since the fall, not 

without a mediator; nor in the mediation of any other but of Christ alone. 

18. Sermon Title: The Story of Love 

a. Foundational Texts.  Gen 12:1-3; Dt 7:6-8; Ps 45; Hos 2:16-23; Rom 9:6-13; Eph 1:3-

14; 1 Jn 3:1-3; 4:7-21; Rev 19:1-9 

b. OT Reading.  Gen 12:1-3 

c. Sermon Text.  Rev 19:1-9 

d. Sermon Theme.  God has existed for eternity in a triune fellowship of perfect, 

satisfying love.  His love overflowed as he shared this love with his creatures made in 

his image, humanity.  To glorify his love, God chose to love a particular people, 

betrothing them to himself as his bride despite their unworthiness and betrayal.  This 

cosmic wedding is schedule for the Last Day, when God will marry his purified 

Church who he loved faithfully throughout their engagement.  They will live happily 

ever after! 

e. Basic Sermon Outline 

1. What the Bible teaches about Love: The Story 

1. Love in the Garden 

a. In Eden, God chose to love his people and gave them to each 

other in marriage 

b. Adam and Eve spurned God’s love, committing spiritual 

adultery by rejecting the most beautiful person in the world 

(God) for an ugly counterfeit (Satan and their own autonomy) 

2. Love east of Eden 

a. God continued to love all men and women, but he bound 

himself in covenant love to his chosen people 

b. God loves the covenant family of Seth all the way to Noah 

3. Love for Israel 

a. Abraham’s children through Jacob, are set apart for God’s 

covenant love 

b. Israel as a whole rejects God’s love for other gods (idols), 

committing spiritual adultery by disobeying the Lord her 

husband and running after other gods. 

c. God divorces his wife Israel, abandoning his dwelling place in 

the temple and his throne in Jerusalem. 

d. Yet God is faithful to preserve a remnant whom he will love, 

and promises to one day restore Israel his bride 

4. Love for Jesus the True Remnant of Israel 

a. The Son of God shares eternal love within the Trinity 

b. Jesus is faithful to God where Israel was unfaithful 

c. Jesus pays the price for Israel spurning God’s love, 

demonstrating in the cross the greatest act of love the world has 

ever seen. 

5. Love for God’s restored bride 

a. Jesus is preparing his bride (the Church) for their wedding day 



Revelation 19:1-10 Brian M. Sandifer 

Heritage Presbyterian Church 14 4/12/2015 

b. God’s love continues to transform spiritual adulterers, healing 

their hearts and calling them back to loving fidelity 

c. On the Last Day, Jesus will come for his pure and radiant bride 

to marry, celebrate, and live happily ever after with her 

2. How the Bible teaches about Love: The Pattern of the Story 

1. God loves the world as his creation.  We mirror this pattern when we 

love our neighbor. 

2. God’s love is pictured as a marriage covenant, a love relationship that 

is chosen and exclusive 

3. Covenantal structure.  God’s beloved is chosen.  Seth over Cain.  

Shem over Ham.  Abraham over the nations.  Isaac over Ishmael.  

Jacob over Esau.  David over Saul.  Christ and his body over the 

world. 

4. Exclusion and Inclusion.  God’s covenant love excludes the nations 

when he chooses to love Israel.  God’s covenant love excludes most of 

Israel when he chooses to love the remnant.  God’s covenant love 

excludes all when he chooses to love Jesus.  But then God’s covenant 

love includes believing Israel in Christ.  Then God’s covenant love 

includes the believing nations in Christ.  God’s covenant love includes 

all who are marked by his Spirit. 

3. Why the Bible teaches about Love: Right Doctrine and Life 

1. Doctrine: Who does God Love?  The Son, the world, his own people 

distinctively, and sinners 

a. Application: 

2. Doctrine: How Does God Love? Providentially, sacrificially, perfectly 

a. Application: 

3. Doctrine: Why Does God Love? Because he chose to love, and he 

loves his Son 

4. Doctrine: God is Love 

a. Application: 
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8 Sermon References 

Deuteronomy 7:6-8  "For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD 
your God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the 
peoples who are on the face of the earth.  7 It was not because you were more in 
number than any other people that the LORD set his love on you and chose you, for you 
were the fewest of all peoples,  8 but it is because the LORD loves you and is keeping 
the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the LORD has brought you out with a mighty 
hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of 
Egypt. 

Isaiah 62:5   For as a young man marries a young woman, so shall your sons marry 
you, and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you. 

Jeremiah 2:2  "Go and proclaim in the hearing of Jerusalem, Thus says the LORD, "I 
remember the devotion of your youth, your love as a bride, how you followed me in the 
wilderness, in a land not sown. 

Ezekiel 16:8   "When I passed by you again and saw you, behold, you were at the age 
for love, and I spread the corner of my garment over you and covered your nakedness; I 
made my vow to you and entered into a covenant with you, declares the Lord GOD, and 
you became mine. 

John 3:16  "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 

Ephesians 5:31-32  31 "Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast 
to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh."  32 This mystery is profound, and I am 
saying that it refers to Christ and the church. 
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• Words of Christ ordaining this institution (Mt 26:26-30; Mk 14:22-25; Lk 22:15-20; 1 Cor 11:23-32) 

o On the night Jesus was betrayed, he told his disciples “greater love has no one than this, that someone lay 

down his life for his friends” (Jn 15:13).  That is exactly how Jesus loved us.  The King of kings faced 

down all the demons of hell and all the worse that sinful men could do to him.  In the end he laid down his 

life for his friends.  The Bridegroom saved his beloved Bride by dying in her place.  By his sacrificial 

death he conquered all his and our enemies, so that by his death she might live. 

o But the story of Love is not so simplistic like in the fairy tales.  The Lamb’s Bride, the Church of God, 

must be saved from her own betrayal of God, and purified of her own sin.  The Bride of Christ is the whole 

company of redeemed sinners.  She needs to be saved not only from her enemies, and from temptation and 

trial, but also from the righteous judgment of a holy God who punishes all sin.  Who will save a bride who 

soils her wedding clothes and betrays her beloved?  Jesus will! 

o The Lord’s Supper is a sacramental meal that reminds us how Jesus the Bridegroom saved, saves, and will 

save his Bride.  She, the Church, is saved by his death on the cross, the place where he laid down his life. 

The bread and wine are signs and seals of that greater love that we might remember how Jesus’ love for us 

is glorious and how it strengthens us. 

o The bread and wine are glorious signs of his love because they show us his death on our behalf.  He died 

the death we should have died because he loves us with a glorious gospel-love.  The bread and wine are 

also strengthening seals of his love because by them we are spiritually encouraged—made courageous—to 

remain faithful to our Bridegroom through trial and temptation.  For his promise is trustworthy—he will 

rescue us so we might be his Bride forever.  When you take the bread and wine, take Christ as your Lord 

and Bridegroom by faith.  Be strong and courageous.  Our Lord is not dead.  He lives and reigns!  And he 

is coming one day to take us to himself, that we might be with him forever because he loves us. 

• If you are one of God’s baptized children, having confessed your faith publicly, living a life of confession and 

repentance, and a member of any church where the gospel of Jesus is faithfully preached, then I welcome and 

encourage you to come to the Lord’s table. “Blessed are those who are invited to the Lamb’s marriage supper.” 

• Brief exhortation and fence the table (not baptized, not publically confessed the faith, not under the care and 

government of a particular branch of Christ’s Church) do not take the bread and wine, but instead take Christ as 

your Lord and Bridegroom by faith, then please talk with one of the elders immediately after the worship service 

today so you might join with us at the marriage supper of the Lamb. 

• Invitation to silent prayer for preparation (confess sin, acknowledge God’s love for you—and renew your love for 

Jesus Christ by resolving again to live a life of purity and faithfulness, adorned with righteousness deeds) 

• After allowing time for elders to come forward, close the silent prayer time with a brief prayer. 

 

 

 

The Lord Jesus Christ on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it, gave it to His disciples, as I, 

ministering in His name, give this bread to you, and said, “Take, eat; this is My 

body which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 
o Reminder to hold the bread and eat together as a body since the one loaf represents Christ’s unified body. 

• Optional: read a scripture (1 Corinthians 13:12-13) 

In the same manner, He also took the cup, and having given thanks as has been 

done in His name, He gave it to the disciples, saying, “This cup is the new covenant 

in My blood, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. Drink from it, all of 

you.” 
o Reminder to drink from the cup as you are ready since Jesus shed his blood to save you. 




