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1 John 1:1-10 “Fellowship: A Shared Relationship” February 15, 2015 
OT Lesson: Ex 33:7-11a; Dt 34:10-12  Brian M. Sandifer 

The apostle John, along with others who were eyewitnesses of Jesus Christ, proclaims the joy of 

experiencing true fellowship with the living God so that Christians who have not seen Jesus might also 

experience the same fellowship—with God and each other—provided they pass the “fellowship tests”. 

Introduction – What does it mean to explain Christianity as “a relationship”? Is this helpful? 

I. The Reality and Possibility of Fellowship 

A. What we are made for (vv. 3-4) 

The joy of koinonia (translated as “fellowship”). There are two aspects to this biblical idea: shared 

relationship and shared partnership. The relational aspect includes sharing of faith, authenticity, and 

friendship—all of which promise to bring a kind of joy unique to all other friendships or associations. 

B. With God (vv. 1-3) 

People who were close enough to see, hear, and touch Jesus—those to whom Jesus revealed 

himself—were in fellowship with God. They continued in that eternally living relationship with God 

even after Jesus ascended to heaven. Those who saw, heard, and touched Jesus also knew that 

believers without those same experiences could nevertheless share in the same relationship with God. 

C. With other Christians (vv. 3, 6-7) 

Sharing in a true relationship with God necessarily creates fellowship with other believers. 

Fellowship is by nature triangular. Consider the testimony of spiritual fellowship in Scripture and 

personal experience. Have you ever lived in life-giving fellowship with other believers? 

II. The Tests of Fellowship 

A. With God 

1. Walking in the light and not the darkness (vv. 5b-7). If you are walking in the light, 

habitually seeking to know, love, and obey God, then you’ve passed the first fellowship test. 

Since God is light absent any darkness, if you walk in his ways, then the Bible says that is a proof 

you have fellowship with God. 

2. Confessing and not denying your sins (vv. 8-10). Because we are sinners, relationship with 

God requires that we don’t ignore our sins, or just assume that God will ignore them either, but 

that we bring our sins to him with the right attitude and the right request. When you confess your 

sins to God, it is another proof you have fellowship with him. 

B. With other Christians 

1. Pursing intimacy and transparency, not isolation and privacy (vv. 5b-7). Fellowship with God 

requires you walk with him in the light. According to the same pattern, you must walk in the light 

with others to have fellowship with them. When you have such a shared relationship with other 

Christians, you display a mark of true fellowship. 

2. Being humble and authentic, not proud and hypocritical (vv. 8-10). Pride offers to fill 

another’s relational needs from a position of sufficiency. When you cultivate relational humility 

and authenticity by giving and receiving, you display a mark of true fellowship. 
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III. The Practices of Fellowship 

A. With God 

1. Seeking to know God and be known by him (vv. 3, 5-7). You get to know God by 

experiencing him over the long haul. Over the years you “see, look upon, and touch” God through 

his Word of life and his Spirit. You listen and respond in faith and obedience. 

2. Confessing you are a sinner in general who still sins in particular (vv. 8-10). Notice the 

grammatical forms of the word “sin”. As a singular noun (general, nature); plural noun 

(particular, fruit) and as a verb (action). Most Christians have little trouble confessing a sin 

nature, but have a hard time confessing sins. 

3. Trusting God to forgive and cleanse your sin in Jesus’ blood (vv. 7, 9; 2:1-2). Sometimes you 

have a hard time believing God’s grace applies to you personally. This is just a form of unbelief, 

of walking in darkness. Trust he is faithful and just to forgive. 

B. With other Christians1 

1. Sharing one another’s beliefs, thinking, and spirituality (Rom 12:16; 1 Cor 1:10; Eph 5:19; 

Col 3:16). Believers possess union and communion with God, and they share union and 

communion with each other. Christians live a shared life together that should manifest itself in the 

larger corporate body, but also in smaller, more intimate groups of believers. 

2. Serving one another through accountability (Rom 15:14; Eph 4:25; Jas 5:16). We must have 

the kind of relationships with other Christians in which we are confessing our sins to each other. 

It can take a long time to become intimate enough to do this. We must not walk in darkness alone 

or with others. We cannot live hypocritical lives, hiding certain sins, keeping them secret from 

other Christians, while claiming to walk in the light with God. This kind of hypocrisy is spiritual 

suicide. Secret sins have not been cleansed by the blood of Christ. They will destroy you through 

either pride or fear. They will rob you of the joy and experience of fellowship with God and with 

other believers. 

3. Serving one another through forgiveness and reconciliation (Mt 5:23-24; 18:15; Gal 5:26; 

Eph 4:2; Col 3:13; Jas 4:11). We must have the kind of relationships with other Christians in 

which we are free to forgive those sins committed against us, and to love in such a way to cover a 

multitude of sins. This only happens if we have Christian friendships that bring us real joy and 

enrich our experience of fellowship. Real Christian friendship, a fellowship of brothers and 

sisters, does not come easy or naturally. It is costly, because the one forgiving absorbs the sin 

debt, which can feel like a heavy burden. Thankfully God provides believers everything they need 

to experience joyful fellowship, but Christians must devote themselves to practice. It takes time, 

commitment, scheduling, saying no to other pursuits, and often leads to seasons of frustration, 

tears, anger, hurt, loneliness, and apathy. But the lasting fruit of devotion to fellowship is joy—

shared with God and each other—experienced as eternal life enjoyed now and forever.  

Conclusion – The shared relationship aspect of Christianity is of a different sort than what other 

religions, institutions, and human associations can provide. Christianity is experienced as a relationship 

between a person and his Creator-Savior. It is not merely like being part of a family. It is being and 

experientially living in the family of God our Father, his Son Jesus Christ, and all his children. This 

committed relationship is a Holy Spirit fellowship of shared faith, shared authenticity, and shared 

friendship. To be in fellowship with God and other Christians is eternal life. Fellowship: it’s what we’re 

made for. 

                                                 
1 These three points are adapted from Timothy Keller, Gospel in Life, 66-69. 
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1 Original Language, Personal English Translation, and Textual Notes 

Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

1 Jn 1:1 }O h=n avpV avrch/j( o] avkhko,amen( o] 
eẁra,kamen toi/j ovfqalmoi/j h̀mw/n( o] 
evqeasa,meqa kai. aì cei/rej hm̀w/n 
evyhla,fhsan peri. tou/ lo,gou th/j zwh/j& 

That which was from the beginning, 
which we have heard, which we have 
seen with our eyes, which we have 
looked upon and touched with our 
hands, concerning the Word of life— 

 

1 Jn 1:2 kai. h ̀zwh. evfanerw,qh( kai. eẁra,kamen 
kai. marturou/men kai. avpagge,llomen ùmi/n 
th.n zwh.n th.n aivw,nion h[tij h=n pro.j to.n 
pate,ra kai. evfanerw,qh hm̀i/n& 

even the life was revealed, and we 
have seen it, and testify to it, and 
proclaim to you the eternal life which 
was with the Father and was revealed 
to us— 

 

1 Jn 1:3 o] eẁra,kamen kai. avkhko,amen( 
avpagge,llomen kai. um̀i/n( i[na kai. um̀ei/j 
koinwni,an e;chte meqV h̀mw/nÅ kai. h ̀
koinwni,a de. h ̀hm̀ete,ra meta. tou/ patro.j 
kai. meta. tou/ uiòu/ auvtou/ VIhsou/ 
Cristou/Å 

that which we have seen and heard, 
we proclaim also to you, so that you 
also might have fellowship with us; and 
our fellowship is with the Father and 
with his Son Jesus Christ. 

koinwni,akoinwni,akoinwni,akoinwni,a, ajajajaj, h`hh̀`h—̀1. association, communion, 

fellowship, close relationship Ac 2:42; Ro 15:26; 1 
Cor 1:9; 2 Cor 6:14; 13:13; Gal 2:9; Phil 1:5; 2:1; 
1 J 1:3, 6f.—2. generosity, fellow feeling 2 Cor 
9:13; Hb 13:16; perh. Phil 2:1.—3. sign of 
fellowship, gift perh. Ro 15:26 and 1 Cor 10:16.—
4. participation, sharing 2 Cor 8:4; Phil 3:10; Phlm 
6; perh. 1 Cor 1:9; 10:16; 2 Cor 13:13.* [koinonia] 

1 Jn 1:4 kai. tau/ta gra,fomen h̀mei/j( i[na h ̀cara. 
hm̀w/n h=| peplhrwme,nhÅ 

And we write these things so that our 
joy might be complete. 

NET tc A number of MSS, some of them 
important (A C K P 33 81 1505 1739 pm syh bo), 
read ùmw/n (humoÒn, "your") rather than h`mw/n 
(heÒmoÒn, "our"), which is found in somewhat better 

witnesses (a B L Y 049 1241 pm syp sa). 

Although the majority of Byzantine minuscules 
are split between the two readings, the Textus 
Receptus reads um̀w/n. It is possible that ùmw/n 

represents a scribal assimilation to John 16:24. 
As far as the immediate context is concerned, 
either reading could possibly be original, since 
the recipients have already been mentioned in 
1:2 (ùmi/n, humin) and 1:3 (ùmi/n), while it might 

seem more natural for the author to be concerned 
about the fulfillment of his own joy than his 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

readers' (cf. 2 John 4, 12; 3 John 3). Overall, the 
first person pronoun is preferred on both external 
and internal grounds. 

1 Jn 1:5 Kai. e;stin au[th h̀ avggeli,a h]n avkhko,amen 
avpV auvtou/ kai. avnagge,llomen um̀i/n( o[ti ò 
qeo.j fw/j evstin kai. skoti,a evn auvtw/| ouvk 
e;stin ouvdemi,aÅ 

This is the message which we have 
heard from him and proclaim to you, 
that God is light and in him there is no 
darkness at all. 

 

1 Jn 1:6 VEa.n ei;pwmen o[ti koinwni,an e;comen metV 
auvtou/ kai. evn tw/| sko,tei peripatw/men( 
yeudo,meqa kai. ouv poiou/men th.n 
avlh,qeian\ 

If we might say that we have fellowship 
with him even as we walk in darkness, 
we lie and do not practice/do/make the 
truth. 

@ou[twj# {C} The external evidence for and 

against the presence of ou[twj is rather evenly 

divided (a C Y 81 al for; A B 33 2464* al 

against).  

Metzger’s Textual Commentary on the NT 

1 Jn 1:7 eva.n de. evn tw/| fwti. peripatw/men ẁj 
auvto,j evstin evn tw/| fwti,( koinwni,an 
e;comen metV avllh,lwn kai. to. ai-ma VIhsou/ 
tou/ uìou/ auvtou/ kaqari,zei hm̀a/j avpo. 
pa,shj am̀arti,ajÅ 

But if we walk in the light as he is in 
the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus his 
Son cleanses us from all sin. 

 

1 Jn 1:8 eva.n ei;pwmen o[ti àmarti,an ouvk e;comen( 
eàutou.j planw/men kai. h ̀avlh,qeia ouvk 
e;stin evn hm̀i/nÅ 

If we might say that we have no sin, 
we deceive ourselves and the truth is 
not in us. 

plana,wplana,wplana,wplana,w—1. lead astray, cause to wander fig. 

mislead, deceive Mt 24:4f, 11; J 7:12; 1 J 1:8; Rv 
2:20; 20:3, 8, 10.—2. go astray, be misled or 
deluded, wander about lit. and fig. Mt 18:12f; Lk 
21:8; 1 Cor 15:33; 2 Ti 3:13; Tit 3:3; Hb 11:38; Js 
5:19; 1 Pt 2:25; 2 Pt 2:15; Rv 18:23. Be mistaken, 
deceive oneself Mk 12:24, 27; Gal 6:7. 

1 Jn 1:9 eva.n om̀ologw/men ta.j am̀arti,aj hm̀w/n( 
pisto,j evstin kai. di,kaioj( i[na avfh/| hm̀i/n 
ta.j am̀arti,aj kai. kaqari,sh| hm̀a/j avpo. 
pa,shj avdiki,ajÅ 

If we might confess our sins, he is 
faithful and righteous in order to 
forgive our sins and cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness. 

 

1 Jn 1:10 eva.n ei;pwmen o[ti ouvc hm̀arth,kamen( 
yeu,sthn poiou/men auvto.n kai. o ̀lo,goj 
auvtou/ ouvk e;stin evn hm̀i/nÅ 

If we might say that we have not 
sinned, we make him a liar and his 
word is not in us. 
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2 Exegetical Outline (verse summary) – 1 John 1:1-10 

V1. The apostle John writes to his epistolary audience about the Word of life, who was from the 

beginning, who, along with the rest of the apostles, have heard, seen, looked upon, and even 

touched with their hands. 

V2. That Word of life who was with the Father and was revealed, who the apostles have seen, 

testified of, and proclaimed as the eternal life to John’s audience. 

V3. This same Word of life who the apostles have seen and heard they also proclaim to John’s 

audience so they may all have fellowship together—a fellowship with the Father and his Son 

Jesus Christ. 

V4. John, along with the rest of the apostles, write these things to John’s audience in order to 

complete their own joy. 

V5. The message that John and the apostles heard and now proclaim to John’s audience is that 

God is light and has absolutely no darkness in him. 

V6. John says if believers (including himself) claim to have fellowship with God but walk 

simultaneously in darkness, then they lie and do not practice the truth. 

V7. John says if believers (including himself) do walk in the light just as God is in the light, then 

together they do have fellowship with God, and Jesus Christ’s blood cleanses them from all sin. 

V8. John says if believers (including himself) claim to have no sin, they delude themselves, and 

show the truth is not in them. 

V9. John says if believers (including himself) confess their sins, then God is faithful and 

righteous to forgive their sins and cleanse them from all unrighteousness. 

V10. John says if believers (including himself) claim to have not sinned, they make God out to 

be a liar, and show God’s word is not in them. 
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3 Exegetical Outline (full) – 1 John 1:1-10 

I. Fellowship with the revealed and received Word of life (vv. 1-4) 

a. The Word of life revealed and received (vv. 1-2) 

i. V1. The apostle John writes to his epistolary audience about the Word of life, 

who was from the beginning, who, along with the rest of the apostles, have 

heard, seen, looked upon, and even touched with their hands. 

ii. V2. That Word of life who was with the Father and was revealed, who the 

apostles have seen, testified of, and proclaimed as the eternal life to John’s 

audience. 

b. Joyful fellowship with the Word of life (vv. 3-4) 

i. V3. This same Word of life who the apostles have seen and heard they also 

proclaim to John’s audience so they may all have fellowship together—a 

fellowship with the Father and his Son Jesus Christ. 

ii. V4. John, along with the rest of the apostles, write these things to John’s 

audience in order to complete their own joy. 

II. Sharing fellowship with the God of light (vv. 5-10) 

a. The gospel message: God is light (v. 5) 

• V5. The message that John and the apostles heard and now proclaim to John’s 

audience is that God is light and has absolutely no darkness in him. 

b. Tests of sharing in God’s fellowship (vv. 6-10) 

i. Test one: walking in the light (vv. 6-7) 

1. V6. John says if believers (including himself) claim to have fellowship 

with God but walk simultaneously in darkness, then they lie and do not 

practice the truth. 

2. V7. John says if believers (including himself) do walk in the light just 

as God is in the light, then together they do have fellowship with God, 

and Jesus Christ’s blood cleanses them from all sin. 

ii. Test two: confessing sin (vv. 8-10) 

1. V8. John says if believers (including himself) claim to have no sin, 

they delude themselves, and show the truth is not in them. 
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2. V9. John says if believers (including himself) confess their sins, then 

God is faithful and righteous to forgive their sins and cleanse them 

from all unrighteousness. 

3. V10. John says if believers (including himself) claim to have not 

sinned, they make God out to be a liar, and show God’s word is not in 

them. 
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4 Exegetical Outline (abbreviated) – 1 John 1:1-10 

Exegetical Proposition: John and the other apostles joyfully share their testimony of hearing, 

seeing, and touching the Word of life—Jesus Christ the Son of God the Father—and the 

fellowship they shares with this God who is light, desiring to share this same fellowship with 

those who also confess their sins and walk with God in the light. 

I. Fellowship with the revealed and received Word of life (vv. 1-4) 

a. The Word of life revealed and received (vv. 1-2) 

b. Joyful fellowship with the Word of life (vv. 3-4) 

II. Sharing fellowship with the God of light (vv. 5-10) 

a. The gospel message: God is light (v. 5) 

b. Tests of sharing in God’s fellowship (vv. 6-10) 

i. Test one: walking in the light (vv. 6-7) 

ii. Test two: confessing sin (vv. 8-10) 
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5 Theological Outline – 1 John 1:1-10 

Theological Proposition: John and the other apostles joyfully testify of their hearing, seeing, and 

touching the living God for the purpose of instructing Christians how together they might 

experience this same fellowship. 

I. The testimony of apostolic fellowship with God and his Son Jesus Christ (vv. 1-4) 

II. How Christians can share together in the apostolic fellowship with God (vv. 5-10) 
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6 Notes on 1 John 1:1-10 

1. Possible OT readings.  Exodus 33:7-11a; Deuteronomy 34:10-12; Psalm 133 

2. Children’s Sermon: Play a game with the kids called “Walk in the Light”.  Use a flashlight to 

shine a spotlight on the floor.  The children must stand in the circle of light wherever I move 

it.  Explain that today’s passage is about how we can have a relationship with God.  One way 

we know we have a relationship with God is if we are walking in the light because God is the 

true light.  There is no darkness in him at all.  So to walk in God’s light, we must pay 

attention to what we do: how we obey God and keeping our ways fixed on following him.  If 

we are not walking in God’s light, then we will find ourselves outside the light in the 

darkness.  And if we walk in the darkness, staying away from the light, we can’t have a 

relationship with God.  The Bible says that Jesus is the light of the world.  He is the light sent 

from God to shine in the darkness and show us the way to walk in God’s light.  If you love 

Jesus, believe in him as God’s true light, and follow him, then you will never walk in 

darkness, and you will have relationship (what we sometimes call “fellowship”) with God. 

3. Fellowship and Community 

a. The Bible commands Christians to intentional, self-sacrificial living in the local 

church by caring for, supporting and guiding each other (Acts 2:42-47). This 

horizontal fellowship is rooted in the vertical fellowship God establishes when he 

calls his chosen people into renewed relationship with him (1 John 4:13-21). This 

radical way of living involves sharing all aspects of life together (Rom 12:15), 

assisting our brothers and sisters in need, and allowing others to have a claim on our 

time, our heart and our resources (even when inconvenient), leading us to engage in 

ministries of mercy. Fellowship and community call us to die to ourselves and live for 

Christ (John 15:12-13). Such fellowship and community in the local church should 

attract others to inquire about the love that believers have for each other (1 John 3). 

This fellowship is also seen in our confessional and practical unity with other like-

minded congregations as we joyfully express our love for others in Christ’s visible 

Church (John 17:20-23). 

b. Topical sermon based on verse references in the statement: Jn 15:12-13; 17:20-23; 

Acts 2:42-47; Rom 12:15; 1 Jn 3; 4:13-21 

4. Jerry Bridges finds in his study of the Greek word koinonia, commonly translated as 

“fellowship”, four particular aspects of the biblical idea of fellowship. 

(1) Sharing together 

(1a) Community relationship (rooted in the Christian’s relationship with God) 

(1b) Partnership as committing to a shared objective 

(2) Sharing with one another 



1 John 1:1-10 Brian M. Sandifer 

Heritage Presbyterian Church 9 2/15/2015 

(2a) Communion as intimately sharing with other Christians on personal and 

spiritual level 

(2b) Sharing material possessions 

5. If this is a two-part sermon on fellowship, then perhaps divide it this way: 

a. Fellowship as shared relationship (1a, 2a).  Union and communion.  Shared faith, 

authenticity, friendship. 

b. Fellowship as shared partnership (1b, 2b).  Mission and mercy.  Shared commitment, 

responsibility, material assets. 

6. Keller’s “Community Building Practices” (From Gospel in Life): Affirming/Sharing/Serving 

a. Shared Relationship 

1. Practice 1: Affirming one another’s strengths, abilities, and gifts (Rom 

12:10; 12:3-8; Jas 5:9) 

2. Practice 2: Affirming one another’s equal importance in Christ (Rom 15:7; 1 

Cor 12:25; Jas 2:1; 1 Pet 5:5) 

3. Practice 3: Affirming one another through visible affection (Rom 16:16; Eph 

4:32; 1 Thess 3:12; Jas 1:19) 

4. Practice 6: Sharing one another’s beliefs, thinking, and spirituality (Rom 

12:16; 1 Cor 1:10; Eph 5:19; Col 3:16) 

5. Practice 7: Serving one another through accountability (Rom 15:14; Eph 

4:25; Jas 5:16) 

6. Practice 8: Serving one another through forgiveness and reconciliation (Mt 

5:23-24; 18:15; Gal 5:26; Eph 4:2; Col 3:13; Jas 4:11) 

b. Shared Partnership 

1. Practice 4: Sharing one another’s space, goods, and time (Rom 12:10; Gal 

6:10; 1 Pet 4:9) 

2. Practice 5: Sharing one another’s needs and problems (Gal 6:2; 1 Thess 

5:11; Heb 3:13) 

3. Practice 9: Serving one another’s interests rather than our own (Rom 15:1-2; 

Gal 5:13; Heb 10:24) 

7. The basis for “fellowship” is a living and abiding relationship with the living God: Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit.  Going deeper, the basis for Christian fellowship is the fellowship of 

the Trinity—the perfect, holy, intimate, loving, truthful, interpersonal relationships within the 
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Godhead.  Thus our notion of Christian fellowship must seek to attain to this lofty ideal.  

Fellowship is not at root friendliness between Christians, or conversation about mutually 

shared interests between Christians, or even enjoying the company of other believers.  

Fellowship is first: shared relationships between God and Christians as a reflection of the 

shared relationship within God, and patterned in a human fashion after the shared 

relationship the apostles had with God.  Fellowship is second: shared partnership as an image 

of the shared partnership within God, and patterned in a human fashion after the shared 

partnerships evident in the early church for the sake of the gospel. 

8. How do we share in the fellowship of God?  John gives two litmus tests to reveal if we do.  

First, we walk in the light of God.  God is light, and there is no darkness at all in him.  

Therefore if we walk in darkness while we claim to have fellowship with God, we lie and 

show ourselves deceived.  We cannot practice falsehood while claiming to have fellowship 

with the God of truth.  Such a claim is patently absurd!  Second, we confess our sins.  When 

we tell ourselves we can be on God’s side and have God pleased with us when we are going 

our own way, committing sin, failing to do good, and refusing to walk in God’s ways, then 

we delude ourselves and actually lead our hearts astray.  If we convince ourselves that we 

have no sin, have no specific sin of which we are guilty, have no particular sin that touches 

life’s circumstances, or even that our “sin” is not as bad as it could be and thus we are 

somehow excused, then we are self-deceived.  Fellowship with God is impossible for such a 

person, no matter how close he feels to God and other Christians. 

9. The two tests of fellowship with God presuppose a few things about us.  Because true 

fellowship is shared with God and other Christians at the same time, then the fellowship tests 

govern our relationships with other Christians as well. 

a. We must have the kind of relationships with other Christians in which we are 

confessing our sins to each other.  It takes a long time to become intimate enough to 

do this.  Quality time and quantity time is required.  Trust must be built for people to 

open up their hearts to reveal the junk inside.  People have to feel unconditional love 

to confess sins to another Christian.  They have to feel secure enough that the 

relationship won’t be ruined or changed for the worse if they confess sin to another.  

They have to feel a reciprocity in the relationship, that the other believer is not a 

superior but a fellow sinner who feels free to confess his sins in return. 

b. We must have the kind of relationships with other Christians in which we are free to 

forgive those sins committed against us, and to love in such a way to cover a 

multitude of sins. 

c. We must not walk in darkness alone or with others.  We cannot live hypocritical lives, 

hiding certain sins, keeping them secret from other Christians, while claiming to walk 

in the light with God.  This kind of hypocrisy is spiritual suicide.  Secret sins have not 

been cleansed by the blood of Christ.  They will destroy you through either pride or 

fear.  They will rob you of the joy and experience of fellowship with God and with 

other believers. 
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d. We must have Christian friendships that bring us real joy and enrich our experience of 

fellowship.  This kind of Christian friendship, a fellowship of brothers and sisters, 

does not come easy or naturally.  God provides for believers everything they need to 

experience joyful fellowship, but Christians must devote themselves to the practice of 

fellowship.  It takes time, commitment, scheduling, saying no to other pursuits, and 

often leads to seasons of frustration, tears, anger, hurt, loneliness, and apathy.  But the 

lasting fruit of devotion to fellowship is joy—shared with God and each other—

experienced as eternal life enjoyed now and forever. 

e. We must be walking together with other Christians in the light of God.  This means 

Christians live a shared life together.  Believers possess union and communion with 

God, and they share union and communion with each other.  Their shared life is a 

shared “Christian life”, which means they are pursuing the spiritual disciplines 

together as one body.  This shared life will manifest itself in the larger corporate body, 

but it must also manifest itself in smaller, more intimate bodies of believers. 

10. V1. John and the early Christians, especially the other apostles, were eyewitnesses of Jesus’ 

ministry.  They all knew fellowship with the Father and the Son, and they want other 

believers to share in this fellowship with God.  John began his Gospel by going back to the 

beginning (Jn 1:1).  So it is here.  “In the beginning” probably refers to Jesus eternal 

“preexistence.”  This existence of Jesus is physical, and John’s experience of Jesus is not 

based on a vision, idea, or faith in something unseen.  John is a witness to the physical and 

historical reality of Jesus on earth.  John testimony of his fellowship with the Son directly 

contradicts the teaching of the Docetics who speculated that Jesus was not fully human, but 

only seemed to be. 

11. V2. Jesus brings light and life.  John is a witness of these things.  Jesus was “made manifest” 

which means he was revealed.  Christ’s coming was a revelation from God and he was sent to 

earth by God.  The life revealed by the Father in his Son Jesus Christ is eternal life, which 

describes the nature and quality of fellowship with God, that has now been extended outside 

the Trinity to share with God’s people.  John wants his readers to share in this fellowship of 

eternal life (Jn 5:24).  The fellowship between Jesus and God the Father is the source of that 

life, and Christians experience this same life derivatively through fellowship with God.  Thus 

the eternal life fellowship that Christians share flows first from fellowship with God. 

12. V3. NET tn Or "communion"; or "association" (a reality shared in common, so in this case, 

"genuine association"). This term also occurs in vv. 6, 7. 

13. V3. STRONG’s note: koinwni,a koinonia {koy-nohn-ee'-ah} Meaning:  1) fellowship, 

association, community, communion, joint participation, intercourse 1a) the share which one 

has in anything, participation 1b) intercourse, fellowship, intimacy 1b1) the right hand as a 

sign and pledge of fellowship (in fulfilling the apostolic office) 1c) a gift jointly contributed, 

a collection, a contribution, as exhibiting an embodiment and proof of fellowship Origin:  

from 2844; TDNT - 3:797,447; n f Usage:  AV - fellowship 12, communion 4, 

communication 1, distribution 1, contribution 1, to communicate 1; 20 
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14. V3. This reality of shared fellowship with God must be proclaimed by the apostles who were 

commissioned by Jesus with this very message (cf. Mt 28:19-20; Acts 1:8).  Thus John is 

fulfilling his commission in proclaiming the good news of eternal life fellowship experienced 

by Jesus and the Father together, and now shared with Christians—those who have 

fellowship with God.  The purpose of this gospel message is eternal life.  This entails the 

forgiveness of sins and shared fellowship with God and all those who have received this 

same fellowship.  This fellowship is union (objectively defined) and communion 

(subjectively experienced) with God.  The experience of human fellowship must flow from a 

shared personal union and communion with God. 

15. V3.  HC 55. Q. What do you understand by the communion of saints? A. First, that believers, 

all and everyone, as members of Christ have communion with Him and share in all His 

treasures and gifts.[1] Second, that everyone is duty-bound to use his gifts readily and 

cheerfully for the benefit and well-being of the other members.[2] 

[1] Rom. 8:32; 1 Cor. 6:17; 12:4-7, 12, 13; 1 John 1:3. [2] Rom. 12:4-8; 1 Cor. 12:20-27; 

13:1-7; Phil. 2:4-8. 

WCF 26.1-3 Of the Communion of the Saints 

I. All saints that are united to Jesus Christ their head, by his Spirit and by faith, have 

fellowship with him in his graces, sufferings, death, resurrection, and glory: and, being united 

to one another in love, they have communion in each other's gifts and graces, and are obliged 

to the performance of such duties, public and private, as to conduce to their mutual good, 

both in the inward and outward man.  

II. Saints by profession, are bound to maintain an holy fellowship and communion in the 

worship of God, and in performing such other spiritual services as tend to their mutual 

edification; as also in relieving each other in outward things, according to their several 

abilities and necessities. Which communion, as God offereth opportunity, is to be extended 

unto all those who, in every place, call upon the name of the Lord Jesus.  

III. This communion which the saints have with Christ, doth not make them in any wise 

partakers of the substance of the Godhead, or to be equal with Christ in any respect: either of 

which to affirm, is impious and blasphemous. Nor doth their communion one with another as 

saints, take away or infringe the title or property which each man hath in his goods and 

possessions.  

16. V4. One of the reasons why John is writing these things is to make his own joy complete.  He 

enjoys proclaiming this message of fellowship with God as the reality and experience of 

eternal life in Christ.  It brings him joy to fulfill his apostolic commission.  And he knows 

that sharing that joy brings him joy as well, especially when others come to share with him in 

the joy of fellowship with the living God.  What do we learn from John’s experience of 

incomplete joy that is only completed when he shares the gospel message of eternal life in 

fellowship with God?  That Christians should rejoice when fellow believers are blessed, and 

rejoice in their good providence.  Conversely, Christians should mourn the shortcomings and 

lack of maturity in others, and seek a remedy (1 Cor 12:26-27; 1 Thess 3:6). 
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17. V5. Here John’s message is made explicit: God is light and has absolutely no darkness (sin, 

evil) in him.  Here John assumes the OT background for what “God is light” means.  Light is 

a symbol for knowledge, purity, God’s perfections, his morality, and his transcendence over 

all (Jn 1:4-5, 9; 8:12; 1 Tim 6:16).  Darkness is a symbol for sin and evil.    The way that 

John began to address the problems of his readers was by pointing them to the holiness and 

truthfulness of the God of all light.  This message of God’s light nature must have 

implications on how we live as his people.  People who are fallen cannot protest their 

innocence in the light of God’s radiant purity and holiness.  To do so is to fail the tests of 

sharing fellowship with God.  What are these fellowship tests?  John proceeds to explain. 

18. V6. Some people claim to be in fellowship with God (“God and I are buddies”) but 

contradict their claim by walking in darkness.  “Walking” denotes a person’s regular patterns 

of life, his consistent lifestyles.  If you are “walking in darkness,” it doesn’t matter what you 

say about your felt relationship with God, you cannot be in fellowship with God while 

walking in darkness.  This is the first test of shared fellowship.  John is not describing a 

person who does not sin, nor someone who is under the influence of sin as a fallen but 

redeemed Christian, but someone who shows himself to be under the dominion and power 

(domination) of sin.  Light exposes darkness.  Darkness cannot masquerade as light unless it 

stays in the dark.  If a person walks in darkness but claims to be in fellowship with the light, 

it only takes the light of God’s true and holy Word to expose the deception, the hypocrisy.  

The light of God reveals darkness as sin.  The way people walk in relation to God (whether 

good or bad) is always exposed in the light.  God will expose our “walk” in the light, and will 

judge deception and hypocrisy. 

19. V7. Conversely, we actually prove we have fellowship with one another by walking in the 

light.  In other words, pursuing God and his standard of holiness always leads to fellowship 

with other believers.  It follows logically that this shared fellowship with other Christians 

will have the properties of light.  We will walk in the light together.  This implies that 

Christians will reflect God’s perfections in our relationships with one another.  Our shared 

fellowship with be necessarily characterized by truth (right doctrine) and holiness (moral 

purity).  If we walk in the light, together we will be known by others.  No hidden sins, lies, 

deceptions, or hypocrisies will characterize our relationships with other believers.  Through 

transparency, authenticity, and sincerity, our walking in the light together will have the effect 

of cleansing us of all our sins through the blood of Jesus.  Walking in the light, and all this 

entails, is a fellowship on both the divine and human levels that is a means of God’s 

sanctifying grace in our lives.  Walking in the light, which always produces fellowship with 

both God and other Christians, progressively cleanses us from all sin—habitual sins, 

besetting sins, hidden sins, respectable sins, all sin.  Put another way, we cannot reject 

fellowship with other believers, or just punch our weekly “fellowship card” after attending a 

church service, or withhold our true selves from intimate relationship with other Christians 

by keeping things superficial, and then claim to have deep fellowship with God.  The depth 

and quality of our fellowship with other believers is an accurate measurement of the depth 

and quality of our fellowship with God. 

20. Vv8-10.  For the unrepentant unbeliever, sin is the barrier preventing fellowship with God.  

Confession of sin creates fellowship with God.  For the believer, sin breaks our experience of 

fellowship with God.  Confession of sin restores our experience of fellowship with God.  
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Since Christian community is patterned after the fellowship shared between the believer and 

God, fellowship is broken through sin and restored through confession and forgiveness. 

21. V8. But someone will say he has no sin.  For someone who is not a professing Christian, this 

is not surprising (1 Jn 2:4).  But perhaps a confessing Christian will admit he is a sinner, but 

cannot see his particular sins.  “Show me my sin and I’ll repent.”  But when confronted with 

the details and specifics, he will produce excuses.  “I didn’t do it.  It’s not my fault.  He 

started it.  I can’t help it.  It’s not that bad.  Everybody’s doing it.  I can’t give up that sin.  

That’s just my personality.  The devil made me do it.  My past made me like this.”  And on it 

goes.  The devil and the world are two very real sources of sin (1 Jn 2:15; 3:8).  Both are 

outside of us as agents that cause us to stray away from fellowship with God and others.  But 

in the final analysis, we are responsible for our own sin.  John says all excuses are some form 

of self-deception.  No Christian in this life has reached a level of spiritual maturity where he 

can claim no sin.  Even the elderly apostle John included himself in this human-wide 

diagnosis (note his repeated use of first-person pronouns that identified him with his readers).  

The word he uses (planaō) means to lead astray, to delude, to deceive, to cause to wander.  

When we make excuses for our sin we are actively leading our hearts astray, deluding 

ourselves, and causing our heart to wander away from fellowship with God and other 

believers.  When we are not truthful about our sin nature, about our sins of commission and 

omission, and about our sins in thought, word, and deed, we make ourselves liars.  This cuts 

us off from shared fellowship.  We may be fooled by the proximity of shared fellowship.  We 

might be a lonely island right in the middle of fellowship happening and experienced all 

around us.  But we cannot be in fellowship with God or other believers when we deny our 

sin, or cannot see our sin.  What is the remedy for this sad state?  How can we reenter shared 

fellowship?  

22. V9. The answer is simple: we must confess our sins to regain the experience of fellowship 

with God and his people.  When we confess our sins to God and trust in his faithfulness to 

cleanse us by the blood of his Son.  Jesus’ blood is the effectual means whereby God may 

forgive us of all our unrighteousness when we confess our sins to him.  Entrance into the 

kingdom of God requires confession, repentance, and faith in Christ as he is offered to us in 

the gospel.  It is the instrumental cause of our justification (Rom 5:1; 1 Jn 2:12).  This creates 

a fellowship between us and God, and us and the Church, that had been broken since the fall 

of man.  But this first time of confession is not the last time we must confess our sins.  To 

maintain the sweet experience of these bonds of fellowship, confession of sin is required, 

otherwise we will experience God’s displeasure leading to his fatherly discipline (Heb 12:5-

11).  Everyone knows that when an intimate relationship (e.g., friendship, family, marriage) 

is strained through sin, the relationship will begin to die without confession and forgiveness.  

God, who is without sin, provides us the pattern for maintaining fellowship.  When we 

confess our sins to him, he restores life to the fellowship by forgiving us (objectively 

defined) and cleansing us (subjectively experienced) from the cancer of sin.  He forgives 

because he is faithful to his promise and his nature—slow to anger and abounding in 

steadfast love, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin (Num 14:18a).  Again, he sets the 

pattern for eternal life fellowship.  If we claim to have faith, we must extend forgiveness to a 

brother who confesses and repents of sin.  How many times must we forgive?  Every time if 

we want to remain faithful to the faithfulness of God.  He sets the pattern and example for us.  

And it is a command as well because he is Lord and God.  Why must Christians continue to 
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confess sins if God has already forgiven them (past, present, and future) in the cross?  

Because in confession we agree with God that our sin is sinful and we are willing to repent of 

it, we bring our sin out of the darkness into the light of God, and we recognize our tendency 

to still sin and express our need to rely on God’s enabling power to overcome sin. 

23. V9. What is the nature of true confession?  Are there counterfeit confessions?  The answer is 

found in the inseparable connection of confession and repentance.  To confess is to admit sin 

and apologize for it.  To repent is to hate your sin enough to decide to turn away from it and 

pursue righteousness instead.  Thus saying you’re sorry for a sin with no real desire to stop 

sinning in the future is not true confession.  Or saying you’ve already confessed a particular 

sin in the past so you therefore have no obligation to confess similar sins in the present and 

future is not true confession.  Confessing sin to obtain temporary forgiveness because you 

plan again to sin is not true confession.  Confessing sin to avoid the consequences of our sin, 

but with no intent to offer restitution is not true confession. 

24. Quotation: “Confession is supposed to free us to enjoy fellowship with Christ.  It should ease 

our consciences and lighten our cares.  But some Christians do not understand how it works.  

They feel so guilty that they confess the same sins over and over; then they wonder if they 

might have forgotten something.  Other Christians believe that God forgives them when they 

confess, but if they died with unconfessed sins, they would be forever lost.  These Christians 

do not understand that God wants to forgive sins…Our relationship with Christ is secure.  

Instead, we should confess so that we can enjoy maximum fellowship and joy with him.” 

Life Application Study Bible, sn. 1 Jn 1:9 

25. V10. Persistent, unrepented sin is not the hallmark of a Christian.  It proves that we are not in 

fellowship with God or his people (1 Jn 3:6, 9).  God promises that he will by no means clear 

the guilty (Num 14:18b).  Those who know and assent to the gospel message do not give 

evidence of God’s word taking root until they confess their sin.  To say that God by the word 

of his promise forgives sinners, and to claim to have fellowship with God without needing 

forgiveness, is to make God a liar (1 Jn 3:9-10).  This just demonstrates that we may have 

knowledge of the gospel, and assent to the gospel, but we do not have trust in the gospel.  His 

word is not yet in us.  Therefore we are not in shared fellowship with God or in the 

fellowship of the redeemed. 
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Administering the Lord’s Supper 
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• Words of Christ ordaining this institution (Mt 26:26-30; Mk 14:22-25; Lk 22:15-20; 1 Cor 11:23-32) 

o (After singing the hymn “Jesus, Priceless Treasure”)  Did you catch the meaning of the words in the first 

and last verses of the hymn we just sang.  “Jesus, priceless treasure, source of purest pleasure, truest Friend 

to me…Yea, whate’er I here must bear, thou art still my purest pleasure, Jesus, priceless treasure.”  These 

are faith-filled words that proclaim the highest form of joy one can have: fellowship with Jesus.  Note it 

was written by Johann Franck in the year 1655.  Unlike the apostle John but like you and me, he didn’t 

see, hear, or touch Jesus of Nazareth.  But he did experience fellowship with God.  All the rest of the hymn 

lists the kinds of things that try to overpower us, to break our fellowship.  But after considering all the 

fears and trials of this life, he concludes that nothing can separate us from the love of God through Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 

o When we come to the Lord’s table, we are served by God himself.  I as a minister am just a servant of the 

host.  At the Last Supper, Jesus was the host, and the meal he served was himself in spiritual and symbolic 

form.  We call it the Last Supper because Jesus has not eaten and drunk this meal with his people since 

that night.  But he promised he will drink it new with you and I again in our Father’s kingdom.  And so we 

wait with faith, hope, and love, pursuing and abiding in the spiritual fellowship of shared relationship until 

we see God face to face. 

o The bread and wine are set apart for holy use according to Christ’s appointment for a sacramental blessing.  

The bread is a sign and seal of his body broken for all those who share fellowship with God and with other 

Christians.  The wine is a sign and seal of his blood shed in sacrifice for the same.  All the blessings 

promised in the gospel come to us by faith as we take this meal together.  Christ even promises that he is 

spiritually present with us so he might strengthen our faith, cause us to grown in Christian grace, and have 

true fellowship with him and each other. 

• If you are one of God’s baptized children, having confessed your faith publicly, living a life of confession and 

repentance, and a member of any church where the gospel of Jesus is faithfully preached, then I welcome and 

encourage you to come to the Lord’s table.  Come and experience again the blessings of divine fellowship. 

• Brief exhortation and fence the table (not baptized, not publically confessed the faith, not under the care and 

government of a particular branch of Christ’s Church; do not take the bread and wine, but instead take Christ, 

then please talk with one of the elders immediately after the worship service today). 

• Invitation to silent prayer for preparation (confess sin, acknowledge God’s love for you—and renew your 

commitment to walk in the light as God is in the light) 

• After allowing time for elders to come forward, close the silent prayer time with a brief prayer. 

 

 

 

 

The Lord Jesus Christ on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it, gave it to His disciples, as I, 

ministering in His name, give this bread to you, and said, “Take, eat; this is My 

body which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 
o Reminder to hold the bread and eat together as a body since the one loaf represents Christ’s unified body. 

• Optional: read a scripture (1 Cor 1:9-10) 

In the same manner, He also took the cup, and having given thanks as has been 

done in His name, He gave it to the disciples, saying, “This cup is the new covenant 

in My blood, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. Drink from it, all of 

you.” 
o Reminder to drink from the cup as you are ready since Jesus shed his blood to save you. 




