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Revelation 18:1-24 “The Story of the Fall” January 4, 2015 

OT Lesson: Genesis 4:1-17, 25-26   Brian M. Sandifer 

In the end, the ungodly dominant world system will fall. Those who idolatrously participate in and profit 

from its power, sex, and money will hopelessly mourn its fall and their loss, but God mercifully warns his 

people to leave this “Babylon” before his judgment falls on her. Come out of her and rejoice in the Lord! 

Introduction – Everyone has a sense that the way the world functions is not the way it should be. 

I. Starting at the End of the Fall 

A. Babylon’s identity (17:1-6, 18; 18:10, 16, 18) 

The City of Man: an ungodly city symbolizing the powerful world system. The Great Prostitute: 

an ungodly city personified, symbolizing the seductive world system. 

B. Babylon is judged, fallen, and mourned (vv. 1-19) 

The Big Three idols of the world are Power, Sex, and Money. Babylon is all about idolatry. God 

judges Babylon because she supports counterfeit gods. Babylon falls because idolatry cannot 

defiantly stand forever on the foundation of God’s good world. People mourn Babylon because 

when the party is over, their party is over! 

C. God’s people rejoice (vv. 20-24) 

The glorious angel announces the fall of every Babylon throughout history, and the final Babylon 

standing at the end of history. This is good news! Every saint who ever suffered temptation, 

oppression, or persecution (whether it be passive or aggressive, personal or systemic) cries out to 

God for deliverance from and judgment on the Babylon he struggles against. 

II. What is the Story of the Fall? 

A. Act One: Creation 

The Story of the Fall begins with God bringing form out of the formlessness, and filling the void 

with his creatures. The implied hope for humanity was to fill the earth with descendants of Adam 

and Eve, who would responsibly subdue all of creation as God’s good stewards, developing the 

world into a glorious civilization, the City of God. 

B. Act Two: Fall 

Satan entered the serpent in the Garden of God with a plan to sabotage God’s intention. If he 

could persuade God’s children to abandon their Lord for ideas of self-glorification, then the City 

of God would never be built. With man as his servant, he hoped to build a monument to his coup: 

The City of Man. God intervened in the Garden, promising an epic struggle between two peoples 

throughout history: the seed of the serpent, and the redeemed seed of the woman. The serpent’s 

seed would build the City of Man, iterations of Babylon that grew in idolatrous sophistication, 

worshiping Power, Sex, and Money. The woman’s seed would call on the name of the Lord, all 

the while looking for the city whose architect and builder is God. 

C. Act Three: Israel 

In his redemptive mercy, God chose a Babylonian idol worshiper named Abram to begin the 

journey to the City that God would build. God’s City and People were supposed to be a witness to 
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the citizens of the City of Man, calling them to renounce their citizenship in Babylon, repent of 

their idolizing Power, Sex, and Money, and return to the holy God. But Israel became a people 

that lived as if in exile. When the experiment that was the OT City of God became 

indistinguishable from the City of Man, God sent them back to Babylon. 

D. Act Four: Jesus & the Church 

Finally God sent the Seed of the Woman to crush the head of the serpent. In the cross, the Seed of 

the Woman fell by the sword that the angel of death wields protecting the Garden of God. It was 

the beginning of the end of exile. Although Jesus won the victory alone, he is not alone. His 

redeemed people, the universal Church, participate in the spoils of his victory by plundering lost 

souls from the City of Man. Many Babylons will continue to rise and oppress God’s people. But 

God’s people will resist the allure of Babylon, sometimes even unto death. 

E. Act Five: New Creation 

All the monuments to the false gods of Power, Sex, and Money will fall quickly, finally, and 

permanently. When the final fall of Babylon comes, there will be no hope for those who love the 

City of Man. Their exile from the City of God will last forever, with no hope of any counterfeit 

city to temporarily satisfy their lust for self-serving Power, Sex, and Money. 

III. Why the Story of the Fall? 

A. To warn everyone of Babylon’s end 

Desolation (vv. 1-8). Imagine a post-apocalyptic story in which the setting is uninhabitable. 

Hellish, haunted, unclean, detestable, hopeless. Eternal desolation. Despair (vv. 9-19). Her 

citizens are destroyed in a plague of fire. The friends of Babylon despair since in her death they 

lose their prostitute lover. Eternal despair. Desertion (vv. 21-23a). The mundane and happy 

evidence of a thriving culture will disappear completely. Life in Babylon will cease because her 

life was only about exploitation, pleasure-seeking, and money-making. Eternal desertion. 

B. To encourage us to remain pure and faithful to the end (vv. 4, 20, 24) 

Compare the hideous description of Babylon the Great Prostitute with the purity of the faithful 

Bride of Christ. Compare the fearsome, seductive, and deathly description of Babylon the City of 

Man with the imagery of the peaceful, beautiful and life-giving New Jerusalem, the City of God. 

C. To show how the gospel alone changes hearts to resist Babylon’s seductions 

Some of you are thinking, “Sometimes I want to be pure and faithful to God, but I get enticed for 

the things Babylon promises. Later I feel guilty and empty and hate myself for giving my heart to 

her yet again.” “Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?” (Rom 

7:24). Only the love of God in Christ Jesus can give you power to resist Babylon’s seductions. 

This is why self-discipline, morality, and engaging in culture war are absolutely powerless to 

change your heart. Any strategy you employ without dealing first with your idols will only serve 

to empower your idols. 

Conclusion – Your heart will only change to the degree that you look to Jesus Christ, exchanging your 

love of Babylon for a new love. You cannot excise the love of Babylon from your heart without replacing 

it with a new love. Any other love except for Christ will just be a new idol destined for a fall. Only Jesus 

will forgive you when you fail him. Only Jesus will treat you with tender love when you serve him. Only 

Jesus will lift you up when you fall. 
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1 Original Language, Personal English Translation, and Textual Notes 

Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

Rev 18:1 Meta. tau/ta ei=don a;llon a;ggelon 
katabai,nonta evk tou/ ouvranou/ e;conta 
evxousi,an mega,lhn( kai. h ̀gh/ evfwti,sqh 
evk th/j do,xhj auvtou/Å 

After these things I saw another angel 
coming down from heaven, having great 
authority, and the earth was illuminated 
from his glory. 

 

Rev 18:2 kai. e;kraxen evn ivscura/| fwnh/| le,gwn\ 
e;pesen e;pesen Babulw.n h ̀mega,lh( kai. 
evge,neto katoikhth,rion daimoni,wn kai. 
fulakh. panto.j pneu,matoj avkaqa,rtou 
kai. fulakh. panto.j ovrne,ou avkaqa,rtou 
Îkai. fulakh. panto.j qhri,ou avkaqa,rtouÐ 
kai. memishme,nou( 

And he cried out in a loud voice saying, 
“Be destroyed! Be destroyed!  Babylon 
the Great!  She has become a dwelling 
place of demons, a haunt for every 
unclean spirit, a haunt for every unclean 
bird, and a haunt for every unclean and 
detestable beast. 

@kai. fulakh. panto.j qhri,ou avkaqa,rtou# {C}.  

The Committee was of the opinion that all three 
elements (each of which involves an allusion to 
Is 13.21; 34.11) probably belonged to the 
original text of Revelation; since, however, kai. 
fulakh. panto.j qhri,ou avkaqa,rtou is absent 

from such important witnesses as a 2053 2080 

vg al, it was decided to enclose these words 
within square brackets. 

-Metzger’s Textual Commentary on the NT 

Rev 18:3 o[ti evk tou/ oi;nou tou/ qumou/ th/j 
pornei,aj auvth/j pe,pwkan pa,nta ta. e;qnh 
kai. oi ̀basilei/j th/j gh/j metV auvth/j 
evpo,rneusan kai. oì e;mporoi th/j gh/j evk 
th/j duna,mewj tou/ strh,nouj auvth/j 
evplou,thsanÅ 

For all the nations have drunk from the 
wine of the passion of her sexual 
immorality, and the kings of the earth 
have committed sexual immorality with 
her, and the merchants of the earth have 
become rich from the power of her 
luxury.” 

pe,pwkan {D}. On the one hand, the most 

strongly supported readings, pe,ptwkan (A C 69 

2031) and peptw,kasin (a 046 about 50 

minuscules including 1006c vid 1611 copsa, bo al), 
are scarcely suitable in the context and seem to 
have arisen from a mechanical conformation to 
e;pesen in ver. 2. On the other hand, the sense 

of the passage, as well as prophetic imagery 
(Jr 25.15 [= LXX 32:15] f.; 51.7, 39 [= LXX 28:7, 
39]), seems to demand some form of the verb 
“to drink,” or “to make drunken” (compare Re 
14.8). Among such readings a majority of the 
Committee preferred pe,pwkan (1828 2321), 

which can also be said to be supported by a 
variety of versional and patristic evidence, as 
well as by the Greek witnesses that read 
pepw,kasin or pe,pwken (which are 

morphological or grammatical improvements of 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

pe,pwkan). 

-Metzger’s Textual Commentary on the NT 

Rev 18:4 Kai. h;kousa a;llhn fwnh.n evk tou/ 
ouvranou/ le,gousan\ evxe,lqate ò lao,j mou 
evx auvth/j i[na mh. sugkoinwnh,shte tai/j 
am̀arti,aij auvth/j( kai. evk tw/n plhgw/n 
auvth/j i[na mh. la,bhte( 

Then I heard another voice from heaven 
saying, “Come out from her, my people, 
lest you participate in her sins, and in 
order that you do not receive out of her 
plagues. 

 

Rev 18:5 o[ti evkollh,qhsan auvth/j ai ̀àmarti,ai 
a;cri tou/ ouvranou/ kai. evmnhmo,neusen o ̀
qeo.j ta. avdikh,mata auvth/jÅ 

For her sins reach up to heaven, and 
God remembers her misdeeds. 

 

Rev 18:6 avpo,dote auvth/| ẁj kai. auvth. avpe,dwken 
kai. diplw,sate ta. dipla/ kata. ta. e;rga 
auvth/j( evn tw/| pothri,w| w-| evke,rasen 
kera,sate auvth/| diplou/n( 

Give back to her as she has also given; 
repay her double for what she has done, 
in the cup which she mixed, mix for her 
double. 

 

Rev 18:7 o[sa evdo,xasen auvth.n kai. evstrhni,asen( 
tosou/ton do,te auvth/| basanismo.n kai. 
pe,nqojÅ o[ti evn th/| kardi,a| auvth/j le,gei 
o[ti ka,qhmai basi,lissa kai. ch,ra ouvk 
eivmi. kai. pe,nqoj ouv mh. i;dwÅ 

As great as she glorified herself and 
lived in luxury, give to her as much 
torment and mourning, since in her heart 
she says, ‘I sit as a queen, and I am no 
widow, and I will never see mourning.’ 

 

Rev 18:8 dia. tou/to evn mia/| hm̀e,ra| h[xousin aì 
plhgai. auvth/j( qa,natoj kai. pe,nqoj kai. 
limo,j( kai. evn puri. katakauqh,setai( o[ti 
ivscuro.j ku,rioj ò qeo.j o ̀kri,naj auvth,nÅ 

On account of this, her plagues will 
come in one day, death and mourning 
and famine.  She will be consumed in 
fire, for mighty is the Lord God who has 
judged her.” 

 

Rev 18:9 Kai. klau,sousin kai. ko,yontai evpV 
auvth.n oi ̀basilei/j th/j gh/j oì metV auvth/j 
porneu,santej kai. strhnia,santej( o[tan 
ble,pwsin to.n kapno.n th/j purw,sewj 
auvth/j( 

And the kings of the earth who 
committed sexual immorality and lived in 
luxury with her, will weep and mourn 
over her when they see the smoke of her 
burning. 

 

Rev 18:10 avpo. makro,qen es̀thko,tej dia. to.n fo,bon 
tou/ basanismou/ auvth/j le,gontej\ ouvai. 
ouvai,( h ̀po,lij h̀ mega,lh( Babulw.n h ̀
po,lij h̀ ivscura,( o[ti mia/| w[ra| h=lqen h ̀
kri,sij souÅ 

They will stand from afar for terror of her 
torment saying, “Alas, Alas!  The great 
city, Babylon, the mighty city.  For in one 
hour your judgment has come.” 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

Rev 18:11 Kai. oì e;mporoi th/j gh/j klai,ousin kai. 
penqou/sin evpV auvth,n( o[ti to.n go,mon 
auvtw/n ouvdei.j avgora,zei ouvke,ti 

And the merchants of the earth will weep 
and mourn over her, because no one 
buys their cargoes any longer, 

 

Rev 18:12 go,mon crusou/ kai. avrgu,rou kai. li,qou 
timi,ou kai. margaritw/n kai. bussi,nou 
kai. porfu,raj kai. sirikou/ kai. 
kokki,nou( kai. pa/n xu,lon qu,i?non kai. 
pa/n skeu/oj evlefa,ntinon kai. pa/n skeu/oj 
evk xu,lou timiwta,tou kai. calkou/ kai. 
sidh,rou kai. marma,rou( 

cargo of gold and silver and precious 
stone and pearl and fine linen and purple 
cloth and silk and scarlet, and all 
scented wood, and all goods of ivory, 
costly wood, bronze, iron, and marble, 

 

Rev 18:13 kai. kinna,mwmon kai. a;mwmon kai. 
qumia,mata kai. mu,ron kai. li,banon kai. 
oi=non kai. e;laion kai. semi,dalin kai. 
si/ton kai. kth,nh kai. pro,bata( kai. 
i[ppwn kai. rèdw/n kai. swma,twn( kai. 
yuca.j avnqrw,pwnÅ 

and cinnamon and spice and incense 
and myrrh and frankincense and wine 
and olive oil and fine flour and wheat and 
cattle and sheep and horses and 
carriages and slaves, namely souls of 
men. 

 

Rev 18:14 kai. h ̀ovpw,ra sou th/j evpiqumi,aj th/j 
yuch/j avph/lqen avpo. sou/( kai. pa,nta ta. 
lipara. kai. ta. lampra. avpw,leto avpo. sou/ 
kai. ouvke,ti ouv mh. auvta. eur̀h,sousinÅ 

“The fruit for which your soul craved has 
gone away from you, and all your 
luxuries and splendors are ruined to you, 
never to be obtained again.” 

 

Rev 18:15 Oì e;mporoi tou,twn oì plouth,santej avpV 
auvth/j avpo. makro,qen sth,sontai dia. to.n 
fo,bon tou/ basanismou/ auvth/j klai,ontej 
kai. penqou/ntej 

The merchants of these things, who 
became rich from her, will stand from 
afar on account of the terror of her 
torment, weeping and mourning, 

 

Rev 18:16 le,gontej\ ouvai. ouvai,( h ̀po,lij h̀ mega,lh( 
h ̀peribeblhme,nh bu,ssinon kai. 
porfurou/n kai. ko,kkinon kai. 
kecruswme,nh ÎevnÐ crusi,w| kai. li,qw| 
timi,w| kai. margari,th|( 

saying, “Alas, Alas!  The great city, 
clothed in fine linen and purple and 
scarlet, adorned with gold and precious 
stone and pearl! 

 

Rev 18:17 o[ti mia/| w[ra| hvrhmw,qh o ̀tosou/toj 
plou/tojÅ Kai. pa/j kubernh,thj kai. pa/j ò 
evpi. to,pon ple,wn kai. nau,tai kai. o[soi 
th.n qa,lassan evrga,zontai( avpo. 

For in one hour so much wealth has 
been ruined.”  And every shipmaster and 
all sea travelers, namely sailors and as 
many as who work by the sea, stood 
from afar 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

makro,qen e;sthsan 

Rev 18:18 kai. e;krazon ble,pontej to.n kapno.n th/j 
purw,sewj auvth/j le,gontej\ ti,j om̀oi,a th/| 
po,lei th/| mega,lh|È 

and cried out as they saw the smoke of 
her burning, saying, “What was like the 
great city?” 

 

Rev 18:19 kai. e;balon cou/n evpi. ta.j kefala.j auvtw/n 
kai. e;krazon klai,ontej kai. penqou/ntej 
le,gontej\ ouvai. ouvai,( h ̀po,lij h̀ mega,lh( 
evn h-| evplou,thsan pa,ntej oì e;contej ta. 
ploi/a evn th/| qala,ssh| evk th/j timio,thtoj 
auvth/j( o[ti mia/| w[ra| hvrhmw,qhÅ 

And they threw dust on their heads, and 
they cried out weeping and mourning, 
saying, “Alas!  Alas!  The great city, 
where all who had ships in the sea 
became rich from her wealth, for in one 
hour she has been ruined. 

 

Rev 18:20 Euvfrai,nou evpV auvth/|( ouvrane. kai. oì 
a[gioi kai. oì avpo,stoloi kai. oi ̀
profh/tai( o[ti e;krinen o ̀qeo.j to. kri,ma 
um̀w/n evx auvth/jÅ 

Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you 
saints and apostles and prophets, for 
God has decided judgment for you 
against her.” 

 

Rev 18:21 Kai. h=ren ei-j a;ggeloj ivscuro.j li,qon ẁj 
mu,linon me,gan kai. e;balen eivj th.n 
qa,lassan le,gwn\ ou[twj or̀mh,mati 
blhqh,setai Babulw.n h ̀mega,lh po,lij 
kai. ouv mh. eur̀eqh/| e;tiÅ 

Then a mighty angel took up one stone 
like a large millstone and threw it into the 
sea, saying, “Thus Babylon the great city 
will be thrown down with violence, never 
to be found again. 

 

Rev 18:22 kai. fwnh. kiqarw|dw/n kai. mousikw/n kai. 
auvlhtw/n kai. salpistw/n ouv mh. avkousqh/| 
evn soi. e;ti( kai. pa/j tecni,thj pa,shj 
te,cnhj ouv mh. eur̀eqh/| evn soi. e;ti( kai. 
fwnh. mu,lou ouv mh. avkousqh/| evn soi. e;ti( 

And a sound of harpists and musicians 
and flute players and trumpeters will be 
heard in you no more, and all craftsman 
of any craft will be found in you no more, 
and the sound of a millstone will not be 
heard in you again, 

 

Rev 18:23 kai. fw/j lu,cnou ouv mh. fa,nh| evn soi. e;ti( 
kai. fwnh. numfi,ou kai. nu,mfhj ouv mh. 
avkousqh/| evn soi. e;ti\ o[ti oì e;mporoi, sou 
h=san oi ̀megista/nej th/j gh/j( o[ti evn th/| 
farmakei,a| sou evplanh,qhsan pa,nta ta. 
e;qnh( 

and a light of a lamp will not shine in you 
again, and a voice of a bridegroom and 
bride will not be heard in you again, for 
your merchants were the great ones of 
the earth, for all nations were deceived 
by her sorcery, 

 

Rev 18:24 kai. evn auvth/| ai-ma profhtw/n kai. ag̀i,wn 
eur̀e,qh kai. pa,ntwn tw/n evsfagme,nwn evpi. 
th/j gh/jÅ 

and in her was found blood of prophets 
and saints, and of all who have been 
murdered on the earth. 
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2 Exegetical Outline (verse summary) – Revelation 18:1-24 

V1. After seeing a vision of the Prostitute and the Beast, John saw another angel coming from 

heaven who had great authority and glory that made the earth bright. 

V2. The angel called out with might that Babylon (the great city metaphorically portrayed as the 

Powerful Prostitute) has fallen and become the haunt of evil spirits and unclean animals. 

V3. Babylon has fallen because all nations, kings, and merchants have drunkenly participated in 

her sexual immorality and grown wealthy from the power of her luxury. 

V4. John heard another voice from heaven calling to God’s people to come out of Babylon so 

they won’t share in her sins and her plagues. 

V5. The voice proclaimed that Babylon’s sins have reached up high to heaven and God has 

remembered her evil deeds. 

V6. The voice commanded that Babylon be repaid as she paid others, to doubly repay her for her 

works, and to mix a double portion for her in the same cup she herself mixed of her sexual 

immoralities and luxuries. 

V7. The voice commanded that as Babylon lived in luxury and self-glorification, she must be 

given an equal proportion of torment and mourning because she thought of herself as a queen 

(not a widow) who will never see mourning. 

V8. The voice explained that for this reason Babylon’s plagues (death and mourning) will come 

in only one day as she is consumed by fire since the Lord God who has judged her is mighty. 

V9. The earth’s kings, who committed sexual immorality and lived luxuriously with Babylon, 

will cry aloud over her when they see the smoke from the fire. 

V10. The kings will stand far away fearing her torment, watch as they mourn over the great city 

Babylon whose judgment came in only one hour. 

V11. The earth’s merchants will also cry aloud in mourning over Babylon, since no one supports 

their business as customers anymore. 

V12. The merchants are no longer able to sell their inventory of precious minerals (gold, silver, 

jewels, pearls), textiles (fine linen, purple and scarlet cloths, silk), scented wood, and fine décor 

(all kinds of articles of ivory, expensive wood, bronze, iron, marble). 

V13. The merchants are no longer able to sell their inventory of taste- and smell-luxuries 

(cinnamon, spice, incense, myrrh, frankincense, wine, oil, fine flour, wheat), animals (cattle, 

sheep, horses), and conveniences of travel and labor (carriages and slaves). 
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V14. The voice declared to the merchants that the fruit which they craved has forever gone away, 

and all their luxuries and splendors are ruined and gone forever. 

V15. The merchants of these luxuries who became rich from partnering (participating) in the sins 

of Babylon, will stand far away, fearing her torment and crying aloud in mourning. 

V16. The merchants cried aloud mourning the formerly great city that was dressed (fine linen, 

purple and scarlet clothing) and adorned (gold, jewels, pearls) in luxury. 

V17a. The merchants cried aloud, lamenting that all this wealth has been ruined in only one hour 

V17b. The shipmasters and seafarers (sailors and those who make their living by the sea) also 

stood far off. 

V18. The shipmasters and seafarers, as they watched the fire’s smoke, cried aloud asking what 

city on earth was like the great city of Babylon. 

V19. The shipmasters and seafarers threw dust on their heads, while weeping, mourning, and 

crying aloud for Babylon where all who had ships at sea became rich by her wealth, since now in 

only one hour she has been ruined. 

V20. An angel calls out to heaven, inviting the saints, apostles, and prophets to rejoice over 

Babylon because God has given a judgment against Babylon for them. 

V21. Then a mighty angel took a stone like a large millstone and threw it into the sea, illustrating 

that the great city Babylon will likewise be violently thrown down, never to be found again. 

V22. The mighty angel declared the sounds of harpists, musicians, flutists, and trumpeters will 

never be heard in Babylon again, neither will the mill sound, and the craftsman of any craft will 

never again be found in Babylon. 

V23a. The mighty angel declared that lamplight will never again shine in Babylon, the voice of 

bridegroom and bride will never again be heard in Babylon. 

V23b. The mighty angel explained all this would happen to Babylon because her merchants were 

the earth’s great ones and all nations were deceived by her sorcery. 

V24. The mighty angel also declared all this will come upon Babylon because the blood of 

prophets, saints, and those murdered on the earth was found in Babylon. 
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3 Exegetical Outline (full) – Revelation 18:1-24 

I. Babylon is judged and fallen, therefore God’s people must leave her (vv. 1-8) 

a. Angel announces Babylon is fallen (vv. 1-3) 

i. V1. After seeing a vision of the Prostitute and the Beast, John saw another 

angel coming from heaven who had great authority and glory that made the 

earth bright. 

ii. V2. The angel called out with might that Babylon (the great city 

metaphorically portrayed as the Powerful Prostitute) has fallen and become 

the haunt of evil spirits and unclean animals. 

iii. V3. Babylon has fallen because all nations, kings, and merchants have 

drunkenly participated in her sexual immorality and grown wealthy from the 

power of her luxury. 

b. God calls his people to leave Babylon (vv. 4-8) 

i. V4. John heard another voice from heaven calling to God’s people to come 

out of Babylon so they won’t share in her sins and her plagues. 

ii. V5. The voice proclaimed that Babylon’s sins have reached up high to heaven 

and God has remembered her evil deeds. 

iii. V6. The voice commanded that Babylon be repaid as she paid others, to 

doubly repay her for her works, and to mix a double portion for her in the 

same cup she herself mixed of her sexual immoralities and luxuries. 

iv. V7. The voice commanded that as Babylon lived in luxury and self-

glorification, she must be given an equal proportion of torment and mourning 

because she thought of herself as a queen (not a widow) who will never see 

mourning. 

v. V8. The voice explained that for this reason Babylon’s plagues (death and 

mourning) will come in only one day as she is consumed by fire since the 

Lord God who has judged her is mighty. 

II. All who participate in and profit from her sins mourn for Babylon (vv. 9-19) 

a. Kings of the earth weep and wail over Babylon (vv. 9-10) 

i. V9. The earth’s kings, who committed sexual immorality and lived 

luxuriously with Babylon, will cry aloud over her when they see the smoke 

from the fire. 
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ii. V10. The kings will stand far away fearing her torment, watch as they mourn 

over the great city Babylon whose judgment came in only one hour. 

b. Merchants of the earth weep and mourn for Babylon (vv. 11-17a) 

i. V11. The earth’s merchants will also cry aloud in mourning over Babylon, 

since no one supports their business as customers anymore. 

ii. V12. The merchants are no longer able to sell their inventory of precious 

minerals (gold, silver, jewels, pearls), textiles (fine linen, purple and scarlet 

cloths, silk), scented wood, and fine décor (all kinds of articles of ivory, 

expensive wood, bronze, iron, marble). 

iii. V13. The merchants are no longer able to sell their inventory of taste- and 

smell-luxuries (cinnamon, spice, incense, myrrh, frankincense, wine, oil, fine 

flour, wheat), animals (cattle, sheep, horses), and conveniences of travel and 

labor (carriages and slaves). 

iv. V14. The voice declared to the merchants that the fruit which they craved has 

forever gone away, and all their luxuries and splendors are ruined and gone 

forever. 

v. V15. The merchants of these luxuries who became rich from partnering 

(participating) in the sins of Babylon, will stand far away, fearing her torment 

and crying aloud in mourning. 

vi. V16. The merchants cried aloud mourning the formerly great city that was 

dressed (fine linen, purple and scarlet clothing) and adorned (gold, jewels, 

pearls) in luxury. 

vii. V17a. The merchants cried aloud, lamenting that all this wealth has been 

ruined in only one hour 

c. Shipmasters and seafarers cry out for Babylon (vv. 17b-19) 

i. V17b. The shipmasters and seafarers (sailors and those who make their living 

by the sea) also stood far off. 

ii. V18. The shipmasters and seafarers, as they watched the fire’s smoke, cried 

aloud asking what city on earth was like the great city of Babylon. 

iii. V19. The shipmasters and seafarers threw dust on their heads, while weeping, 

mourning, and crying aloud for Babylon where all who had ships at sea 

became rich by her wealth, since now in only one hour she has been ruined. 

III. Angel declares, demonstrates, describes, and explains the fall of Babylon (vv. 20-24) 
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a. Angel calls to heaven, the saints, apostles, and prophets to rejoice in God’s judgment 

of Babylon (v. 20) 

• V20. An angel calls out to heaven, inviting the saints, apostles, and prophets 

to rejoice over Babylon because God has given a judgment against Babylon 

for them. 

b. Angel demonstrates how Babylon will fall (v. 21) 

• V21. Then a mighty angel took a stone like a large millstone and threw it into 

the sea, illustrating that the great city Babylon will likewise be violently 

thrown down, never to be found again. 

c. Angel describes what will be missing in Babylon (vv. 22-23a) 

i. V22. The mighty angel declared the sounds of harpists, musicians, flutists, 

and trumpeters will never be heard in Babylon again, neither will the mill 

sound, and the craftsman of any craft will never again be found in Babylon. 

ii. V23a. The mighty angel declared that lamplight will never again shine in 

Babylon, the voice of bridegroom and bride will never again be heard in 

Babylon. 

d. Angel explains why Babylon will fall (vv. 23b-24) 

i. V23b. The mighty angel explained all this would happen to Babylon because 

her merchants were the earth’s great ones and all nations were deceived by her 

sorcery. 

ii. V24. The mighty angel also declared all this will come upon Babylon because 

the blood of prophets, saints, and those murdered on the earth was found in 

Babylon. 
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4 Exegetical Outline (abbreviated) – Revelation 18:1-24 

Exegetical Proposition: John sees and hears heavenly visions regarding the precipitous fall of 

“Babylon” (personified as a Powerful and Luxurious Prostitute), describing those who idolize 

and use her as mourning her fall and their own loss, and calling those who are God’s people to 

leave Babylon because of her impending judgment and doom. 

I. Babylon is judged and fallen, therefore God’s people must leave her (vv. 1-8) 

a. Angel announces Babylon is fallen (vv. 1-3) 

b. God calls his people to leave Babylon (vv. 4-8) 

II. All who participate in and profit from her sins mourn for Babylon (vv. 9-19) 

a. Kings of the earth weep and wail over Babylon (vv. 9-10) 

b. Merchants of the earth weep and mourn for Babylon (vv. 11-17a) 

c. Shipmasters and seafarers cry out for Babylon (vv. 17b-19) 

III. Angel demonstrates, describes, and explains the fall of Babylon (vv. 20-24) 

a. Angel calls to heaven, the saints, apostles, and prophets to rejoice in God’s judgment 

of Babylon (v. 20) 

b. Angel demonstrates how Babylon will fall (v. 21) 

c. Angel describes what will be missing in Babylon (vv. 22-23a) 

d. Angel explains why Babylon will fall (vv. 23b-24) 
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5 Theological Outline – Revelation 18:1-24 

Theological Proposition: In the end, Babylon, personified in a Powerful and Luxurious 

Prostitute, will fall quickly, hard, and permanently.  Those who immorally participate in and 

profit from her sins of immoral power, sex, and money will hopelessly mourn her fall and their 

loss, but God mercifully warns his people to leave Babylon before judgment falls on her. 

I. Babylon the Powerful and Luxurious Prostitute, a symbol of the City of Man in all its 

corrupt idols of sex, power, and money, is judged and fallen forever, therefore God warns 

his people by calling them to leave her (vv. 1-8) 

II. All who participate in and profit from the sins of the Powerful and Luxurious Babylon 

mourn her destruction and their own felt loss in her destruction (vv. 9-19) 

III. God’s word declares, demonstrates, describes, and explains the fall of the City of Man, 

the Powerful and Luxurious Babylon (vv. 20-24) 
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6 Notes on Revelation 18:1-24 

1. Children’s sermon: Use a toy helicopter prop.  Did you get cool Christmas gifts this year?  I 

would guess you got some pretty powerful, shiny, expensive toys.  This helicopter is 

something that my son bought with some of his Christmas gift money.  It’s really cool.  It 

actually flies!  Watch as it launches from the ground and lifts up in the air.  Now, with a cool 

toy like this, I suppose you would want to protect it because, as you know, toys break all the 

time.  Sometimes they even break on Christmas Day.  That’s a bummer, huh?  It’s probably 

not a good idea to throw your toys way up high in the air and try to catch them, because if 

they hit the ground they’ll probably break.  Right?  Even this helicopter could break if it got 

high enough and fell hard on the ground.  Watch how high it can go!  Oh no!  Look at it fall!  

Whew!  It’s a good thing it didn’t get hurt.  Today’s Bible passage is about some bad people 

who thought they had the nicest toys, the most expensive toys, and the strongest toys.  They 

were really naughty to other people, especially God’s people.  They thought they were so 

clever, and strong, and rich that nothing could break their toys, and nothing could disappoint 

them.  But they didn’t trust in God.  They trusted in themselves and in their toys instead.  But 

do you know what?  God says that the bigger you think you are, the harder you will fall.  The 

story we’re going to hear today shows us how our lives will fall and break apart if we don’t 

love God and trust him to take care of our needs.  Listen to the sermon, and ask your parents 

afterward about the lesson, because it’s so important to understand God’s ways.  He will take 

care of you if you trust him.  But if you think you don’t need him, don’t trust him, and don’t 

love him and his people, our lives will fall apart and break.  That’s just the way God’s world 

works.  And he want you to be happy in him.  He doesn’t want your life to break and fall 

apart.  Listen to his story, and trust him to love you and take care of you. 

2. Possible OT readings: Gen 3:1-7, 14-21 (15 verses), or Gen 4:1-17, 25-26 (19 verses). 

3. Illustration: I used to read the blog postings of Michael Spencer, aka The Internet Monk.  

Before he died a few years ago, he ministered as a Christian high school teacher, chapel 

director, and youth pastor.  He did all this in Kentucky, in the mountain Appalachian 

subculture.  His community for some time has been plagued by poverty and many of the 

often accompanying society ills: hopelessness, lack of educational and vocation options, and 

a general malaise that can set in like a fog clouding everything.  Choosing to live a simple 

lifestyle alongside the poor in his community, he testified to a change in his perspective 

regarding the dominant American culture.  When the stock market crashed back in 2008 

launching the Great Recession, some of the regular commenters on his blog asked him if the 

Bible had anything to say about America’s financial crisis.  I’ll never forget his answer.  

Without offering any commentary whatsoever, he posted the full text of Revelation 18!  

While many of his readers got a good laugh because they thought he was just being 

creatively snarky, those who have a biblically-informed view of history understood this is 

precisely how Revelation is supposed to be used.  Revelation 18 was such a spot-on 

commentary on America’s financial crisis because our country (and many of us Christians 

who live here) has been behaving and believing like Babylon, the Powerful and Luxurious 

Prostitute.  Sometimes it takes a view from the outside to see it.  Sometimes it takes humility 

to listen to the sirens calling us wake up. 
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4. In the story of the Fall, a great drama unfolds on the world’s stage as heaven (God and his 

angels) watch a tale of two cities: the City of Man and the City of God.  The City of Man is 

personified as Babylon, a Powerful and Luxurious Prostitute with whom the kings, 

merchants, and traders of the world commit spiritual adultery (idolatry).  They participate in 

and profit from her sins.  The citizens of Babylon are predicted in the Garden of Eden as God 

announces the curse upon the Serpent.  Satan shall have a people (the seed of the serpent) 

who will hate and make war on God’s people until the end.  The City of God is personified as 

the New Jerusalem, the pure and spotless bride of Jesus the Lamb of God who is faithful to 

her husband through suffering, trial, and temptation.  The citizens of New Jerusalem are also 

predicted in the Garden of Eden.  Eve shall have a people (the seed of the woman) who will 

be hated and persecuted by the seed of the serpent until the end.  God’s people, the New 

Jerusalem, will faithfully endure to the end as she comes out of Babylon to escape God’s 

final judgment.  The story of the Fall is the story of this plot recapitulated throughout 

redemptive history as God continually rescues his people from committing idolatry through 

sexual immorality and rapacious luxury, until the story reaches a climax and conclusion when 

the City of Man, “Babylon” falls never to rise again.  Used in this manner, the name 

“Babylon” is a metaphorical symbol for the evil world power that seduces God’s people with 

the idols of Sex, Money, and Power.  As the original city and empire of Babylon fell by 

God’s hand and as God predicted, so as the final greater “Babylon” system will fall by God’s 

hand, just as he predicts.  The Christian must never forget that Revelation portrays Babylon 

the Powerful and Luxurious Prostitute as a cooperative partner with the Beast who is Satan’s 

agent of persecution and rule.  Therefore Babylon is at root a satanic symbol.  Babylon is 

Satan’s tool of seducing the nations and the church away from faithfulness to Christ.  This is 

apparent in John’s OT allusions and quotations that he employs from oracles against various 

cities and nations (Sodom and Gomorrah, Tyre, Babylon, Nineveh, Edom, Jerusalem), and 

the veiled hints that Rome is his contemporary referent.  Just as early Christians prayed for 

and celebrated the fall of Rome, so every generation of believers prays for and waits in 

expectation for the downfall of current and proximate oppressive world empires. 

5. Quotation: “Babylon was the name of both an evil city and an immoral empire, a world 

center for idol worship.  Babylon ransacked Jerusalem and carried the people of Judah into 

captivity (see 2 Kings 24 and 2 Chronicles 36).  Just as Babylon was the Jews’ worst enemy, 

the Roman Empire was the worst enemy of the early Christians.  John, who probably did not 

dare speak against Rome openly, applied the name Babylon to this enemy of God’s people 

(Rome)—and, by extension, to all God’s enemies of all times.” ~ NKJV Life Application 

Study Bible, p. 2351, n. Rev 14:8. 

6. Picture the presentation of the Fall of Babylon as an ancient drama narrated and acted by a 

succession of speakers.  It is like an ancient Greek chorus interpreting the dramatic action.  

The Fall of Babylon (the city and her personification in the Powerful and Luxurious 

Prostitute) was earlier announced in Revelation 14:8.  Here in chapter 18 the announcement 

is described and interpreted.  By the number of verses it is the longest chapter in Revelation.  

John gives extensive space to this subject.  Babylon’s fall is a big deal, not only in the book 

of Revelation, but in the Bible’s story of the fall as well. 

7. In Revelation 17, the sins of Babylon are portrayed as having to do with sex (both literal and 

spiritual adultery) and power (politics).  In Revelation 18, economic sins are added to this 
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triumvirate of sins (Sex, Power, and Money).  By using the image of “Babylon,” John aims to 

depict an evil world system (political, economic, and religious) in which apostate religion has 

merged with the ungodly pagan world. 

8. There are seven (the number of completion) messages of judgment on Babylon from 

Revelation 17-18.  Three messages of doom pronounced on Babylon by an angel (Rev 17:7-

18; 18:1-3, 4-8), three laments cried for Babylon by her supporters (Rev 18:9-10, 11-17a, 

17b-19), and a climactic angelic pronouncement of the finality of Babylon’s fall (Rev 18:21-

24).  In these seven messages there are many allusions to OT prophecies of Babylon’s fall 

(Jer 50-51; Ezek 27). 

9. V1. John, from his wilderness vantage point (cf. Rev 17:3) sees another vision of the end.  

This time, another angel with great authority (an archangel?) comes down from heaven.  The 

angel’s glory makes the earth bright, exposing all the darkness on the earth that had once 

been disguised and hidden.  The angel’s glorious brightness serves as a spotlight on the sins 

of Babylon, making what was once attractive now seem ugly.  The angel’s proclamation will 

explain Babylon’s exposure and judgment. 

10. V2. The angel shouted so that John (and all the earth?) can hear that Babylon the great is 

fallen, fallen (repeating the ancient prophecy concerning Babylon; Isa 21:9).  The repetition 

emphasizes the certainty and gravity of the judgment.  In the Bible, there are many judgment 

oracles pronounced on the nations (Israel, Judah, and Gentiles), but only Babylon receives 

the language “Fallen, fallen…”  Babylon, that city exuding the sophistication and luxury of 

high cultural civilization, falls from her height back into a wilderness.  A once bustling 

society becomes a city inhabited (a “haunt”; cf. Jer 50:39) not by kings, merchants, traders, 

and the wealthy, but of demons, unclean spirits, and unclean birds and animals (vultures and 

other scavengers).  The image is one of defilement and danger.  No one will live in Babylon 

anymore because of what it has become—uninhabitable for people (cf. Isa 13:19-22). 

11. Illustration: Imagine a post-apocalyptic story in which the setting is harsh and basically 

uninhabitable.  I think of the Will Smith movie “I Am Legend” set in New York after a 

mutated virus wipes out nearly all of humanity, except those who are infected but survive are 

transformed into zombie-like creatures. 

12. V3. The angel explains why Babylon has fallen.  It is because of the rampant and passionate 

pursuit of sins like sexual immorality, idolatry, luxury, wealth, and power.  Babylon promises 

Money, Sex, and Power.  These are the counterfeit gods of Babylon that seduce many to 

worship her, making all who lust after the pleasures of Babylon drunk with her passionate 

wine of immorality.  Who are the guilty?  All the nations, the rulers of the earth (the 

powerful) and the business people of the earth (the wealthy merchants who live in luxury).  

Because of her drunkenness on the wine of her adulteries, Babylon has become numb and 

oblivious to her mourning sin and God’s impending judgment. 

13. Application: Many business people today grow rich by exploiting the sinful pleasures of their 

society.  It’s not hard to identify a felt need when one considers the principle that sex sells, 

power sells, and appealing to greed sells.  Many intelligent and opportunistic people are 

tempted to take advantage of the evil world system to get rich.  But Christians must not 
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participate in the evil world system of Babylon.  Our master is not Sex, Money, or Power, but 

the Lord Jesus Christ, who warns us to flee the lure of these false gods.  Instead, we must 

learn to value and pursue God’s values that Jesus perfectly exemplified: service, sacrificial 

giving, denial of self, obedience, truth, and faith. 

14. Vv4-8.  Another voice from heaven, this time not an angel’s but probably God’s, calls out to 

his people to reject (come out of) Babylon.  God’s justice upon the city’s sins is coming, and 

it will be just (proportional to the gravity of her sins).  God will repay Babylon for her 

arrogance, cruelty and prideful self-sufficiency. 

15. Application: If you are financially secure, or at least financially stable, don’t be seduced by 

the myth of self-sufficiency.  That is the lie of the Powerful and Luxurious Prostitute 

Babylon.  Self-sufficiency is the myth you are tempted to believe that leads to you feeling 

invulnerable, secure, in control, and the confidence that you don’t really need God or anyone 

else.  As you can see from this account of Babylon’s fall, God will judge these sins harshly 

and swiftly.  How should you fight this temptation?  Use your resources to help others 

(family, friend, neighbor) and to advance God’s kingdom.  Use your resources sacrificially so 

that the help you give makes a tangible difference in your financial life.  Give until it hurts so 

that Christ will be your security, not your money. 

16. V4. God calls his people (presumably both those believers who are wavering in their 

faithfulness, and those who have been resolutely faithful) to come out of Babylon so they 

will not participate in her sins and therefore share in the plagues God is about to bring on 

them.  This verse functions as God’s warning to Christians to escape from Babylon and her 

grip before it’s too late.  God’s plagues will come as “common curse.”  If Christians try to 

remain connected to Babylon in such a way that they are still sharing in her luxury and 

passionate indulgence—even in a “baptized fashion”, they will still fall under the judgment 

of God.  To find salvation is to come out of Babylon.  This is not just an injunction for 

Christians at the end, but a general NT command for all believers as they live in exile from 

their true heavenly home (2 Cor 6:14-18; 1 Pet 2:11-12).  To come out of participating in the 

sins of the nations has always been a prophetic call for believers (Gen 19:12-15; Isa 48:20; 

52:11; Jer 50:8; 51:6-9, 45).  Even in the first century, Christians in Thyatira (Rev 2:18-29), 

Laodicea (Rev 3:14-22), and elsewhere were called to reject and keep distance from 

“Babylon’s” power-driven and pleasure-seeking culture (cf. Belgic Confession 28).  The rest 

of Revelation 18 will explain what “coming out of her” must entail. 

17. V5. Babylon’s sins are so many they reach up to heaven (cf. Jer 51:9).  If her sins were piled 

in a heap it would be as a great mountain with its peak in the clouds!  Such a gigantic 

memorial to Babylon’s sins is conspicuous.  God cannot ignore her sins.  He notices them 

and remembers them.  Babylon is an affront to God’s holiness and justice.  Her challenge 

cannot go unanswered.  The scene is reminiscent of the Tower of Babel (pro-Babylon?) when 

its builders boasted that it reached to the sky, thus making a name for themselves (Gen 11:4). 

18. V6. God will pay back Babylon for her sins with perfect justice.  Payback will be fair, 

equitable, just, and righteous (Ex 21:23-25).  God’s will give her poetic justice.  As Babylon 

(and those who hitched their cart to her) paid back to others (God’s people) in arrogance, 

cruelty, oppression, indifference, persecution, seduction, and murder (cf. Rev 19:2), God will 
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pay her back—even with a duplicate portion from her own cup of drunken wrath (cf. Ps 

137:8; Isa 40:2; Jer 16:18).  Again, the image of Babylon drunk on the wine of her wrathful 

and passionate immorality that she mixes for her victims to drink.  If “double payback” is the 

correct translation (it is probably accurately translated “duplicate” or “exact equivalent”), 

how might “double payback” be just?  It can be argued that every sin is a double sin.  A sin of 

commission is also an omission of what is owed.  A sin of omission is also a commission of 

disobedience.  The thief is punished, not merely by restoring what was stolen to the victim, 

but also by paying a fine equal in value to what he stole, in order to make him to feel the pain 

that he inflicted in his victim.  In this sense “double payment” is equivalent justice. 

19. V7. Babylon’s self-glorification and luxurious living deserves a like measure of their 

opposites: torment and mourning.  Those who seek to glorify themselves shun torment, so 

that is what they will get.  Those who live in luxury flee mourning, so that is what they will 

have.  Babylon sees herself as a glorious queen, not a tormented widow.  She sees herself as a 

rich and pampered, living the high life above the fray of normal suffering, not one who 

mourns.  Babylon’s boasting is an echo of her OT counterpart (Isa 47:7-9).  Isaiah clarifies 

her self-image.  Babylon sees herself as the center of the world, the only one who matters, a 

lover of pleasure rather than one who loves others.  She is not married or tied down to 

anyone else.  No one else is important in her life because she sees herself as all-important.  

She loves herself alone.  That is why she doesn’t think she will ever suffer like the widow 

who mourns her late husband, or a mother who loses her children.  Perhaps the image is that 

she has elected not to bear the responsibilities of marriage and motherhood to pursue her own 

pleasures and to avoid the pain of heartache.  Babylon seeks to avoid a broken heart, but in 

seeking to protect herself she has hurt others, and thus cannot escape the pain she tries to 

medicate through the pursuit of sorceries and other enchantments.  Also possible is the image 

that she is confident that she will always have the support of her husband (lovers?) and 

children—“Death cannot touch me because I’m special!” 

20. V8. Babylon’s fall with come in one day as God’s plagues fall on her quickly.  What are these 

plagues?  Death, and mourning, and famine—all the things she thought she had protected 

herself from.  Also the plague of total loss will overtake her.  She will be burned up 

(consumed) by fire in a single day (cf. Jer 50:32).  All of these terrible and swift plagues will 

come upon her from the mighty hand of the Lord God.  Babylon thought she could secure 

herself from destruction by being shrewd, money-smart, non-committal, selfish, and 

pleasure-seeking.  But God’s judgment cannot be held at bay for long.  Her end has come.  

Notice the eerie parallel between the smug Laodicean church (Rev 3:17) and the pride of 

Babylon.  Babylon thinks herself rich and prosperous, in need of nothing, but she is ignorant 

to the reality that she is wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. 

21. Vv9-10.  You can’t take it with you!  All the possessions, goods, luxuries, money, power, and 

pleasure you acquire and experience to feed your own appetite in this life are fleeting.  They 

will all disappear quickly under God’s judgment.  They will be destroyed in one hour. 

22. V9. The kings (rulers) of the world who participated in her sexual immorality and luxury will 

lament Babylon’s fall when they see her smoke arise. 
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23. V10. Those kings will stand far away, afraid of her fate, while they watch Babylon’s 

precipitous fall in a single day.  All of the power the rulers invested in Babylon will disappear 

in smoke.  Then John gives us their chorus as they sing a dirge of Babylon’s judgment and 

fall. 

24. V11. The merchants of the world who brought their products to Babylon to sell also mourn 

for the great city.  But they mourn for selfish reasons because the merchants were merely 

using the city for their own selfish pleasures.  They mourn because no one will buy their 

luxurious products anymore.  The rulers (kings), people of business (merchants), and traders 

(shipmasters and seafarers) have all been seduced by the opulence of Babylon to worship the 

god of luxury. 

25. V12. What will Babylon no longer buy from her merchants?  Luxuries such as precious 

minerals, exquisite textiles, scented wood, and fine décor. 

26. V13. What other kinds of goods will Babylon no longer buy from the merchants?  Luxuries 

such as exotic food-, spice- and smell-items, animals, and conveniences of travel and labor.  

John highlights that the merchants sold human souls to Babylon.  The slave-trade was active 

in Babylon.  Production and prosperity in Babylon’s corrupt economy rest on the backs of 

slave labor.  Note that the list of goods is similar to those transported by Phoenician 

merchants of ancient Tyre, a city that boasted of its beauty (Ezek 27).  Another vanity-fair-

like Babylon.  Even so, the list in Revelation is meant to represent the economy of the city 

comprehensively.  Babylon the prostitute includes every corrupt economic system. 

27. Quotation: “Babylon’s economic attractiveness caused kings and merchants to have 

commercial intercourse with her, including cooperation with the idolatrous religious structure 

of the trade system” (cf. Rev 17:1-5).  ~ G.K. Beale, Commentary on Revelation, 909. 

28. Application: Think of how our economy and spending habits are controlled by the twin-

engines of materialism and consumerism.  When we get a little money, we lust after the some 

thing to make us happy.  Often we already have some thing that meets that felt need, but that 

thing we own is not the latest and greatest version of the thing.  So we spend money on 

things to make us happy, consuming them until the next thing comes along tempting us to 

replace it.  There is nothing wrong with buying and using things, but when they begin to 

control us so that we are never satisfied or content with our lot and possessions, then they 

have become idols for us.  A good thing that becomes a controlling thing is an idol for you.  

So how can we fight the temptations of Babylon?  There are different strategies to employ to 

discipline your heart and your actions.  No strategy will work for everyone, and no strategy 

will work for the person who has not displaced his idol of Money with the love of Christ, but 

the point is that you as a Christian must discipline yourself by employing some strategy to 

resist the temptations of Babylon.  Here are a few to get you thinking. 

a. Make a list of the things you find yourself drawn to purchase.  Keep a running list, 

and keep it current.  Don’t buy anything upon impulse, especially if it is not a 

necessity.  Most things are not necessary to surviving and thriving.  Consider that you 

didn’t have that thing yesterday, and you probably got along fine without it.  

Predetermine the number of days, weeks, months, or years that you will wait before 
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buying that thing.  Wait and see if you still want it when your wait is over.  

Periodically revisit the list and remove things you don’t want anymore. 

b. Severely limit your exposure to commercial advertisements and product catalogs.  

Understand they are produced by skillful marketers to create a felt-need in you. 

c. If you can control your money and your heart, “window browsing” is OK.  But 

“window shopping,” with the intent to go buy some undiscovered thing can be 

spiritually dangerous. 

d. If it is economically wise, try fixing something you own before replacing it. 

e. Make a habit of asking yourself, “What are the benefits and drawbacks of owning this 

thing?  What will this thing do for me and to me?”  If you cannot think of any 

drawbacks or effects on you of owning and using something, then you are likely not 

ready to own or use it. 

f. The world’s financial advisors tell you to your priority should always be to “pay 

yourself first.”  Modify the world’s financial wisdom for use in God’s kingdom.  Give 

to God and his kingdom first, then save (not spend) for yourself second, then pay 

your creditors third, then pay for your expenses fourth.  Seek to increase your giving 

back to God as he gives his generous blessings to you. 

g. Support businesses that provide good and useful products or services, not just 

products or services that cater to desires for pleasure, entertainment, or luxury.  

Support businesses that behave ethically at every point along the product 

development chain.  If laborers are mistreated, oppressed, or enslaved along the 

chain, don’t support the business.  Likewise pursue a vocation that seeks to honor the 

Lord in these ways. 

h. Practice the spiritual disciplines of simplicity, giving, and service. 

i. Don’t be afraid to trust to bless you for faithfulness in the marketplace.  Babylon’s 

business values are inherently pagan, inherently idolatrous.  The immediate 

consequences of resisting the Powerful and Luxurious Prostitute Babylon are nothing 

compared to the eternal blessings of obeying God.  Remember that “Babylon” has 

fallen, will always fall, and will finally fall forever. 

j. John Wesley’s radical financial principle is worth your serious consideration: “Gain 

all you can, Save all you can, Give all you can.”  Wesley made a ton of money 

through his publications, but he died a pauper.  Not because he mismanaged and 

squandered his income, but because he managed, spent, and gave his income so 

well—for love of Christ and his kingdom. 

29. Vv14-19. As John quotes the lengthy lament of the merchants, shipmasters, and seafarers, it 

becomes clear that doing business with Babylon the Powerful and Luxurious Prostitute 

commits the lustful sins of materialism, consumerism, and luxurious self-indulgence. 
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30. V14. It is unclear who the speaker is.  Is it the merchants or an angel?  If an angel, it is a 

declaration of God’s righteous judgment on the merchant’s customer in Babylon, or on 

Babylon in general, that the forbidden fruit, delicacies, and splendors for which she lusted are 

now gone forever.  They are lost to her, never to be found again.  If the speaker is the 

merchants, then it is a lament of God’s judgment falling on Babylon the marketplace, never 

to buy merchandise again and thus never to support the business of the merchants again.  The 

cash cow has died.  The goose that laid the golden egg is dead.  The well of easy money, 

made hand over fist, has dried up. 

31. V15. In the same way that the kings (rulers) of the world stood far away and mourned the 

sight of Babylon’s fall, so now the merchants cry aloud lamenting from afar for fear of being 

tormented in the same way.  It is too late for the merchants to escape sharing in the effects of 

Babylon’s plagues of death, mourning, famine, and fiery consumption. 

32. V16. And so John quotes the merchant cry over Babylon.  The merchant cries emphasize the 

prostitute’s expensive apparel and accessories.  The merchants lament what she once was, a 

great city dressed like a rich queen (fine linen, purple and scarlet cloth, adorned with gold, 

jewels and pearls).  Notice the contrast between the attire of Babylon the Powerful and 

Luxurious Prostitute and New Jerusalem the Bride of Christ, who is clothed in pure white as 

a virgin bride. 

33. Vv17-18. The merchants lament that in only one hour all the wealth of Babylon has gone to 

waste—burned up into nothing, desolate (Mt 7:24-27).  The great city was exposes as a 

mirage, a house built on sand, with a foundation that could not withstand God’s judgment.  

God quickly destroys human wealth that is not devoted to him in obedience and faith (Prov 

18:10-12; 22:16; 29:3).  Also all the shipmasters (owners and/or captains?) and seafarers 

stood far away watching Babylon go up in smoke (“Rome is burning!”) crying out in 

amazement that the greatest city in the world is falling. 

34. V19. Finally, the shipmasters and seafarers (those who bring traded merchandise to the city 

of Babylon) join the chorus of lamentation with the kings and merchants.  They throw dust 

on their heads as a sign of great mourning and despair (not repentance) because their source 

of wealth is bound up in Babylon.  But now that the great city has been laid bare, burned to 

the ground, their livelihood also goes up in smoke.  The great city where all the sea’s ships 

traded to grow rich is now laid waste in a single hour.  Babylon’s incomparable greatness has 

been reduced to incomparable destruction (Ezek 27:32).  Notice that Revelation 18:17b-19 as 

speaking of Babylon is parallel to Ezekiel 27:28-33 which speaks of the OT city of Tyre. 

35. V20. This is a transitional verse from earthly lament to heavenly celebration.  In verses 9-19 

we hear the laments of kings, merchants, shipmasters, and seafarers as they collectively 

mourn the fall of Babylon.  Now in verse 20 a voice (presumably an angel) calls heaven and 

all the saints, apostles, and prophets to rejoice over fallen Babylon because God has given his 

people judgment over Babylon their enemy (cf. Rev 12:12 where God’s people rejoice over 

Michael’s defeat of the dragon).  The great city that seduced God’s people, the great Vanity 

Fair, will tempt no more forever! 
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36. V21. John then saw a mighty angel demonstrate the fall of Babylon by acting out a prophetic 

image.  The angel took up a large stone (like a great millstone) and hurled it into the sea, 

declaring this is a picture of how the great city Babylon will be thrown down with violence 

never to be found again (cf. Jer 51:63-64; Ezek 26:21; Mt 18::6).  We already know that 

when this happens, the city will be a haunt of demons and every unclean/detestable creature 

(Rev 18:2). 

37. Vv22-23.  The normal happy sounds of culture and civilization will cease.  Everyday noises 

of everyday life will fall silent.  No more music, labor, food preparation, lamplight, marital 

love.  The point is that God’s judgment puts a stop to normal cultural activities and artifacts.  

A thriving civilization is not sustainable if it does not honor God.  Building a city on idolatry 

is an unstable foundation that will eventually crumble under its own weight.  This is God’s 

judgment. 

38. V22. Now the angel describes what to expect of a fallen Babylon.  Everything will be 

different!  Vanity Fair will fall silent.  The opulent party-like atmosphere that is every-present 

in Babylon will disappear.  There will be no more music or musicians making music.  Music 

will be heard no more.  All the craftsmen will vanish, so there won’t be any luxurious crafts 

for sale or enjoyed as possessions anymore.  Mills crushing food will stop, so cooking and 

other food preparation will stop. 

39. V23. The angel further describes what to expect of a fallen Babylon.  Lamplight will be 

snuffed out for good.  When the sun goes down, there will only be darkness and no sign of 

human nightlife.  The sounds of marital love (the voices of husband and wife expressing love 

to one another) will cease because love will not exist.  Why?  Because the merchants were 

the great ones of the world (“great princes” of the world who glorified themselves instead of 

humbly submitting to the sovereign God; cf. Isa 23:8) and all nations were deceived by the 

sorcery (the illusory trickery) of Babylon to worship idols.  Just as the false prophet had 

deceived people, causing them to worship the Beast (Rev 13:13-16; 17:8), so had Babylon 

deceived people, cause them to be seduced by the sensual pleasures and luxurious wealth of 

the City of Man. 

40. V24. In bringing down Babylon, God is acting to avenge the blood of the martyred prophets 

and saints (Rev 6:10; 11:8; 17:6) whose blood was spilled in and by Babylon.  As the great 

city of violence, arrogance, pride, and sensuality, God holds Babylon responsible for all those 

who have been murdered all over the world (Rev 11:18). 

41. Quotation & Application: From NKJV Life Application Study Bible (p. 2357). “How can a 

person keep away from the evil system?  Here are some suggestions: 

a. People must always be more important than products. 

b. Keep away from pride in your own programs, plans, and successes. 

c. Remember that God’s will and Word must never be compromised. 

d. People must always be considered above the making of money. 
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e. Do what is right, no matter what the cost. 

f. Be involved in businesses that provide worthwhile products or services—not just 

things that feed the world’s desires.” 

42. Quotation: “Possession of wealth is not the reason for God’s judgment of Babylon.  The 

cause lies, rather, in ‘the arrogant use of it’ and trust in the security that it brings, which is 

tantamount to idolatry.” ~ G.K. Beale, Commentary on Revelation, 924. 

43. Money, Power, and Sex.  The lordship elements of each are marital (sex), economic (money), 

and political (power).  God has exclusive rights to each of these elements of our lives.  He is 

an ever-present jealous husband who deserves his wife’s exclusive love.  He is the Lord of 

our resources who deserves to have control over our finances.  He is the divine authority who 

possesses sovereign power over our communal and civic lives.  His lordship is tri-

perspectival as it is expressed in his Presence, Authority, and Control.  Rebelling against 

God’s lordship is therefore a declaration of autonomy (self-rule), taking from God what is 

rightfully his.  That is the essence of greed, which the NT unambiguously calls idolatry (Mt 

6:24; Lk 16:13; Eph 5:5; Col 3:5). 

44. Application: How to break the power of an idol?  People love, trust, and serve the idol of 

Money for various reasons.  Tim Keller writes in his book Counterfeit Gods that Money is 

really a surface idol related to deeper idols.  Deeper idols are masters that determine how we 

love, trust, and serve surface idols.  A person who idolizes Money might “spend” it in 

different ways in order to serve a deeper idol of power, approval, comfort, or control.  Do 

you spend money to show others your purchasing power?  Do you “spend” money by saving 

it to reserve the option to do so?  Do you spend money to gain the approval of others?  Do 

you “spend” money by saving it to gain a respectable reputation?  Do you spend money on 

(big and small) luxurious because they make you feel comfortable, even happy?  Do you 

“spend” money by saving it because money in the bank makes you feel self-secure?  Do you 

spend money to control others or manipulate your environment?  In other words, does your 

spending come with strings attached that better yield benefits for you?  Do you “spend” 

money by saving it to control others or manipulate your environment, controlling the saved 

money because it gives you a feeling of control?  Power, Approval, Comfort, and Control.  

These are the deeper idols that control how we love, trust, and serve Money.  Laws, 

Principles, and self-disciplines cannot break the power of an idol.  Idols can only be replaced.  

To expunge the surface idol of Money from your heart you must replace your deeper idols 

with the riches of the gospel in Christ.  Meditate on how Jesus became poor that you might 

be rich in the things of God.  To the extent that you understand the gospel, believe the gospel, 

love the gospel, and are transformed by the gospel, to the same extent you will replace the 

idol of Money in your life with the true God.  To that extent you will serve Christ and obey 

his commands out of love for him, rather than serve Money and obey its commands as your 

master. 
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“Let Go the Whore of Babylon” by Miles Coverdale (1488-1569) 

Let go the whore of Babylon, 

 Her kingdom falleth sore 

Her merchants begin to make their moan 

 The Lord be praised therefore. 

Their ware is naught / it will not be bought 

Great falsehood is found therein. 

Let go the whore of Babylon 

 The mother of all sin. 

 

No man will drink her wine any more 

 The poison is come to light, 

That maketh her merchants to weep so sore 

 The blind have gotten their sight 

For now we see / gods grace seely 

Is Christ offered us so fair 

Let go the whore of Babylon 

 And buy no more her ware. 

 

Of Christian blood so much she shed 

 That she was drunken withal 

But now Gods word hath broken her head 

 And she hath gotten a fall 

God hath raised / some men in deed 

To utter her great wickedness 

Let go the whore of Babylon 

 And her ungodliness. 

 

Ye hypocrites what can ye say? 

 Woe be unto you all 

Ye have beguiled us many a day 

 Heretics ye did us call 

For loving the word / of Christ the Lord 

Whom ye do always resist 

Let go the whore of Babylon 

 That rideth upon the beast. 

 

Ye proud and cruel Egyptians 

 That did us so great wrong 

The lord hath sent us deliverance 

 Though ye have troubled us long 

Your Pharaoh / with other mo 

He drowned in the Reed Sea 

Let go the whore of Babylon 

 With her captivity. 

 

Ye Canaanites ye enemies all 

 Though ye were many in deed 

Yet hath the lord given you a fall 

 And us delivered 

Even in your land / do we now stand 

Our lord god hath brought us in 

Let go the whore of Babylon 

 And flee from all her sin. 

 

Dagon Dagon that false idol 

 The Philistine’s god 

Which hath deceived many a soul 

 In such honor he stood 

But now the lord / with his sweet word 

 Hath broken him down before the ark 

Let go the whore of Babylon 

 And forsake the beastës mark. 

 

Balaam Balaam thou false prophet 

 Thou hast cursed us right sore 

Yet into a blessing hath god turned it 

 No thank to thee therefore 

For thy belly / thou wouldest lie 

 Though God make thee to say the sooth 

Let go the whore of Babylon 

 And turn you to the truth. 

 

Thy God be praised o Daniel 

 For his goodness so great 

The greedy priests of the Idol Bel 

 Were wont too much to eat 

And that privily / no man did see 

But now the king hath spied their cast 

Let go the whore of Babylon 

 For Bel is destroyed at last. 

 

O glorious God full of mercy 

 We thank thee evermore 

Thou hast showed us thy verity 

 Thy name be praised therefore 

For thy sweet word / O gracious Lord 

Let us be ever thankful to thee 

And send the whore of Babylon 

 Into captivity. 

 

Rejoice with me thou heaven above 

 And ye Apostles all 

Be glad ye people for Christ’s love 

 That the whore hath gotten a fall 

Be thankful now / I require you 

Amend your lives while ye have space 

Let go the whore of Babylon 

 And thank god of his grace. 
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Administering the Lord’s Supper 
1/4/2015 

 

• Words of Christ ordaining this institution (Mt 26:26-30; Mk 14:22-25; Lk 22:15-20; 1 Cor 11:23-32) 

o We live in a fallen world, with counterfeit gods constantly pressing upon us to serve them.  Only the 

gospel can set us free.  But we are weak and helpless to resist the idols of Babylon unless God comes to 

save us—from the ungodly dominant world system, and from our own sinful hearts.  This is why Jesus 

Christ, the Seed of the Woman, the architect and builder of the City of God, came to earth.  To bring us out 

of exile, where false gods and empty promises tempt us to make our home in Babylon, to make our way in 

Vanity Fair.  Jesus our Lord has delivered us from this exile and is leading us home to the City of God. 

o The Lord’s Supper, by its very nature, is a deposit and guarantee of our heavenly citizenship.  It is just a 

taste of what living in paradise with God will be like.  The bread and fruit of the vine remind us how much 

Jesus’ values differ from Babylon false gods.  Power in the City of God is Christ laying his life down as a 

sacrifice for his people.  Sex and Love in the City of God are Christ’s marital love for his bride the 

Church, a self-giving love that is patient, kind, not easily angered, keeps no record of wrongs, suffers all 

things, endures all things, and never fails.  Money in the City of God is Christ spending his riches by 

serving his neighbor.  And so the Lord calls you, me, and all of us together to walk in his ways, follow his 

lead, and imitate his example out of humble thanksgiving for our salvation. 

o The bread and wine are set apart for holy use according to Christ’s appointment for a sacramental blessing.  

The bread is a sign and seal of his body broken for his people.  The wine is a sign and seal of his blood 

shed in sacrifice for his people.  All the blessings promised in the gospel come to us by faith as we take 

this meal together.  Christ even promises that he is spiritual present with us so he might strengthen our 

faith, cause us to grown in Christian grace, and empower us to resist the seduction of Babylon’s idols. 

• If you are one of God’s baptized children, having confessed your faith publicly, living a life of confession and 

repentance, and a member of any church where the gospel of Jesus is faithfully preached, then I welcome and 

encourage you to come to the Lord’s table.  Come and claim your place at this table set for pilgrims on their 

journey to the City of God. 

• Brief exhortation and fence the table (not baptized, not publically confessed the faith, not under the care and 

government of a particular branch of Christ’s Church; do not take the bread and wine, but instead take Christ, 

then please talk with one of the elders immediately after the worship service today). 

• Invitation to silent prayer for preparation (confess sin, acknowledge God’s love for you—and sovereignty over 

your life as your savior from the fall—Adam’s fall, Babylon’s fall, and your own fall) 

• After allowing time for elders to come forward, close the silent prayer time with a brief prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lord Jesus Christ on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it, gave it to His disciples, as I, 

ministering in His name, give this bread to you, and said, “Take, eat; this is My 

body which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 
o Reminder to hold the bread and eat together as a body since the one loaf represents Christ’s unified body. 

• Optional: read a scripture (Rev 19:6-7) 

In the same manner, He also took the cup, and having given thanks as has been 

done in His name, He gave it to the disciples, saying, “This cup is the new covenant 

in My blood, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. Drink from it, all of 

you.” 
o Reminder to drink from the cup as you are ready since Jesus shed his blood to save you. 




