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Revelation 21:1-8 “The Story of Creation” November 23, 2014 

OT Lesson: Genesis 1:1-5, 26 – 2:3  Brian M. Sandifer 

God is working out his purpose in creation to bring glory to himself, creating from this fallen world a 

new heaven and earth through Jesus Christ.  We, as God’s people and Christ’s bride, will live in harmony 

with God in the eternal city.  Persevere by faith in this story that transforms your future hope.  

Introduction – When reading a mystery novel, some people like to start at the end where all the clues 

scattered throughout the story are pieced together to coherently explain the mystery.  Reading the book of 

Revelation is a bit like that.  Most (if not all) of the major biblical themes are addressed in Revelation.  

Mysteries are solved, promises are fulfilled, and stories find their glorious ending.  One of these stories, 

perhaps the story that frames all other Bible stories, is the Story of Creation. 

I. Starting at the End of Creation 

A. God will dwell forever with his people in a new creation (vv. 1-4) 

A vision of the peaceful new creation (v. 1). A vision of the new Jerusalem, God’s dwelling place 

with his people (vv. 2-3). God will heal his people of the evils associated with the first creation (v. 4). 

B. God’s covenant promises are trustworthy and true (vv. 5-8) 

God gives a charge to record the words declaring how all things will be made new (v. 5). There is a 

promised inheritance for the thirsty and the conqueror (vv. 6-7), and a promised inheritance for 

cowards, liars, and rebellious sinners (v. 8).  This sounds like the end of a great epic.  How did it all 

begin?  What happened in the past to bring the story to this end? 

II. What is the Story of Creation? 

A. Act One: Creation 

In the beginning, God created the world and everything in it by his word. God created Adam and Eve 

in his own image, a human couple joined in marriage, male and female, to be his people. God and 

humanity existed in harmonious fellowship in the Garden of Eden (an earthly paradise), dwelling 

together.  God’s people must maintain the separation of spiritual light and darkness, remaining 

obedient to God’s covenant by abstaining from eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and 

evil.  Their reward for covenant faithfulness is unhindered access to the tree of life.   

B. Act Two: Fall 

But Adam and Eve rebel, choosing to be the serpent’s people rather than belong to their Creator. The 

cancer of sin that kills creation enters the world, and so God curses Adam, Eve, and the devil for their 

sins, banishing them from the Garden and his presence, yet promising his people he will not leave 

them in sin and misery, but will send a savior to restore creation.  Things on earth go from bad to 

worse.  The people who inhabit the world after the flood also fall away from God, who then scatters 

humanity such that it seems creation is falling into chaos, disorder, and sin all over again. 

C. Act Three: Israel 

The age of ancient Israel begins with God’s covenant promises to the patriarchs: Abraham, Isaac, and 

Jacob.  But tragically, the nation of Israel rebels against their Creator, rejecting the purpose for which 

God designed them.  But God will not abort his plan for creation.  Through the tabernacle and later 

the temple in Jerusalem (which are models of the Garden of Eden), God makes a way to restore his 

fellowship with Israel, who are represented by their priests.  God even adopts Israel’s king as his child 
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by the covenant he makes with David, promising to be his God and making David his son.  God 

reveals his purpose in this covenant: someday from the house of David will come a greater son who 

will reign forever.  This Son of David, the Messiah, will be God’s agent for healing the world of sin.  

He will be the great Savior, Redeemer, Prophet, Priest, King, and the one who ushers in the New 

Creation. 

D. Act Four: Jesus and the Church 

God himself comes from heaven to earth, tabernacling (dwelling) with his people to begin the final 

work of re-creation.  Jesus of Nazareth, born of God, is the newly formed Adam, the newly formed 

Israel, and David’s greater son, the new king who begins re-creating his people.  In his crucifixion for 

his fallen people, his death and resurrection, he becomes the firstborn of the new creation.  The 

Church is the assembly of God’s newly created people.  God will finish recreating her, and through 

his body he will accomplish his plan to recreate the world. 

E. Act Five: New Creation 

On the last day, God will finish the Story of Creation.  He will judge all those whose allegiance is 

with the devil, those who rebelled against their Creator. And God will recreate the world in the new 

heaven and new earth.  In the new paradise, God will live with his people in an eternal garden-like 

temple city that he has prepared in heaven, and that he will bring to earth.  All the enemies of God—

the devil, his demons, and all those who rebel against their Creator—will be cast out of the new 

creation into the lake of fire which is hell. 

III. Why the Story of Creation? 

A. To teach us that God creates from nothing by his Word (vv. 1-2, 5; cf. Gen 1:1-2; Jn 1:1-3) 

God alone is the Creator.  There is no other.  In the beginning, he spoke powerful, creative words and 

the entire cosmos came to be from nothing.  He is able to make all things new because he first made 

all things: heaven and earth, all that is in them.  Everything was created by and through Jesus Christ, 

the eternal Word of God (Col 1:13-20). 

B. To glorify God as he works to restore fallen creation (vv. 1-4; cf. Gen 3:15; Rom 8:18-22) 

We intuitively sense there is something wrong with the world.  This sense is grounded in reality.  The 

creation is fallen, but God is all-good and all-powerful.  Our hearts yearn for harmony with nature, 

with each other, and with God.  We long for a perfect home where we will live with God forever.  

This is a God-given desire that is yet unfulfilled.  But God will bring glory to himself to heal and 

restore his fallen creation.  All the hurt, pain, suffering, sorrow, and evil of life in this creation will be 

banished and washed away in the new creation.  Act Five of God’s Creation Story will somehow, 

mysteriously make all the pain in the plot seem worth it. 

C. To give us hope that new creatures in Christ have a glorious end (vv. 5-8; cf. Rom 8:23-25) 

God wants your sufferings in this life to be shaped by the Story of Creation.  Suffering lived in this 

story produces endurance, then character, and finally hope for the new creation to come in fullness 

(Rom 5:1-4).  The whole cosmos groans for this glorious end, waiting for it with patience (Rom 8:23-

25).  What are the rewards?  We will freely drink living water that will finally quench our thirst.  We 

will conquer by faithfully persevering—even to death—through suffering and trial.  Best of all, we 

will inherit God himself as a son to his father. 

Conclusion – Consider the story of two brick makers.  Living in God’s Story of Creation and hoping for 

the glorious end make all the difference. 
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1 Original Language, Personal English Translation, and Textual Notes 

Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

Rev 21:1 Kai. ei=don ouvrano.n kaino.n kai. gh/n 
kainh,nÅ o ̀ga.r prw/toj ouvrano.j kai. h ̀
prw,th gh/ avph/lqan kai. h ̀qa,lassa ouvk 
e;stin e;tiÅ 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, 
for the first heaven and the first earth 
passed away, and the sea was no more. 

 

Rev 21:2 kai. th.n po,lin th.n ag̀i,an VIerousalh.m 
kainh.n ei=don katabai,nousan evk tou/ 
ouvranou/ avpo. tou/ qeou/ ht̀oimasme,nhn ẁj 
nu,mfhn kekosmhme,nhn tw/| avndri. auvth/jÅ 

Then I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband. 

 

Rev 21:3 kai. h;kousa fwnh/j mega,lhj evk tou/ 
qro,nou legou,shj\ ivdou. h ̀skhnh. tou/ 
qeou/ meta. tw/n avnqrw,pwn( kai. skhnw,sei 
metV auvtw/n( kai. auvtoi. laoi. auvtou/ 
e;sontai( kai. auvto.j o ̀qeo.j metV auvtw/n 
e;stai Îauvtw/n qeo,jÐ( 

Then I heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying, “Behold, the dwelling of God is with 
men, and he will dwell with them, and they 
will be his peoples, and God himself will be 
with them [as their God]. 

metV auvtw/n e;stai @auvtw/n qeo,j#( {C} 

Once again it is singularly difficult to 
determine the original reading. Was the 
expression auvtw/n qeo,j (or qeo.j auvtw/n) 

omitted (a 046 most minuscules) because it 

seemed to be totally superfluous, or was it 
added as a marginal gloss, derived from Is 
7.14 and 8.8? If  

Page 689 

it be argued that the preceding clause (kai. 
auvtoi. laoi. auvtou/ e;sontai) requires some 

such parallelism as provided by auvtw/n qeo,j 
or qeo.j auvtw/n, the question arises whether 

these words are the author’s or were 
supplied by a perceptive copyist. Moreover, 
in choosing between auvtw/n qeo,j and qeo.j 
auvtw/n, one is faced with conflicting 

considerations. The former order, involving 
the unemphatic position of auvtw/n, seems to 

be contrary to the author’s usage elsewhere 
(only in 18.5a does such an order appear). 
The latter order, however, may have arisen 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

as an attempt to avoid the sequence auvtw/n 
e;stai auvtw/n. After considerable discussion 

the Committee concluded that the least 
unsatisfactory procedure was to print the 
text of A, but to enclose the words auvtw/n 
qeo,j within square brackets. 

Metzger’s Textual Commentary on the NT 

Rev 21:4 kai. evxalei,yei pa/n da,kruon evk tw/n 
ovfqalmw/n auvtw/n( kai. ò qa,natoj ouvk 
e;stai e;ti ou;te pe,nqoj ou;te kraugh. ou;te 
po,noj ouvk e;stai e;ti( Îo[tiÐ ta. prw/ta 
avph/lqanÅ 

And he will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes, and death will be no more, neither will 
there be mourning nor crying, nor pain any 
more, because the earlier things passed 
away. 

@o[ti# ta. prw/ta {C} 

On the one hand it can be argued that 
the reading ta. prw/ta, which is strongly 

supported by A P 051 1006 1611 2053 al, is 
original and that copyists sought to avoid 
asyndeton by inserting o[ti or ga,r. On the 

other hand, however, it is altogether 
possible that the shorter reading originated 
through an accident in transcription8 when, 
because of the preceding e;ti, copyists 

overlooked o[ti. In order to represent the 

balance of probabilities the Committee 
decided to include o[ti enclosed within 

square brackets. 

prw/tojprw/tojprw/tojprw/toj, hhhh, onononon—1. first—a. first, earliest, 

earlier Mt 12:45; 21:28; Mk 12:20; Lk 2:2; 
20:29; J 1:15, 30 (both = earlier); 5:4 v.l.; 
20:4; Ac 1:1; 20:18; 26:23; Phil 1:5; 2 Ti 
4:16; Hb 9:15; 10:9; Rv 1:17.—b. first, 
foremost, most important, most prominent 
Mt 20:27; Mk 6:21; 12:28; Lk 13:30; Ac 25:2; 
1 Cor 15:3; Eph 6:2; 1 Ti 1:15.—c. outer, 
anterior Hb 9:2, 6, 8.—2. the neut. prw/ton 
as adv.—a. of time or sequence first, in the 
first place, before, earlier, to begin with Mt 
5:24; 8:21; Mk 4:28; 13:10; Lk 12:1; J 15:18; 
18:13; Ac 7:12; Ro 1:8; 15:24; 1 Cor 12:28; 
15:46.—b. of degree in the first place, 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

above all, especially Mt 6:33; Ac 3:26; Ro 
1:16; 2:9f; 2 Cor 8:5; 1 Ti 2:1; 2 Pt 1:20. 
[proto-, a combining form, in protomartyr, 
protomorphic protozoa; proton] [pg 174] 

 

Metzger’s Textual Commentary on the NT 

Rev 21:5 Kai. ei=pen o ̀kaqh,menoj evpi. tw/| qro,nw|\ 
ivdou. kaina. poiw/ pa,nta kai. le,gei\ 
gra,yon( o[ti ou-toi oì lo,goi pistoi. kai. 
avlhqinoi, eivsinÅ 

Then he who was sitting on the throne said, 
“Behold!  I make all things new.”  Then he 
said, “Write, because these words are 
trustworthy and true.” 

 

Rev 21:6 kai. ei=pe,n moi\ ge,gonanÅ evgw, ÎeivmiÐ to. 
a;lfa kai. to. w=( h ̀avrch. kai. to. te,lojÅ 
evgw. tw/| diyw/nti dw,sw evk th/j phgh/j 
tou/ u[datoj th/j zwh/j dwrea,nÅ 

And he said to me, “They are done.  I myself 
and the Alpha and the Omega, the 
beginning and the end.  To the one who 
thirsts I will give from the spring of the water 
of life without cost.” 

 

Rev 21:7 o ̀nikw/n klhronomh,sei tau/ta kai. 
e;somai auvtw/| qeo.j kai. auvto.j e;stai moi 
uiò,jÅ 

The conquering one will inherit these things, 
and I will be his God and he will be my son. 

 

Rev 21:8 toi/j de. deiloi/j kai. avpi,stoij kai. 
evbdelugme,noij kai. foneu/sin kai. 
po,rnoij kai. farma,koij kai. 
eivdwlola,traij kai. pa/sin toi/j yeude,sin 
to. me,roj auvtw/n evn th/| li,mnh| th/| 
kaiome,nh| puri. kai. qei,w|( o[ evstin ò 
qa,natoj ò deu,terojÅ 

But as for the cowardly, and the faithless, 
and the detestable, and murderers, and 
those who practice sexual immorality, and 
magicians, and idolaters, and all the liars, 
their part is in the lake that burns with fire 
and sulphur, which is the second death. 
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2 Exegetical Outline (verse summary) – Revelation 21:1-8 

V1. In a vision, John saw a new heaven and earth that replaced the first heaven and earth which 

had passed away along with the sea. 

V2. Then John saw the new Jerusalem, the holy city, descending out of heaven from God like an 

adorned bride prepared for her husband. 

V3. John heard a loud voice coming from the throne calling out to behold that God’s dwelling is 

with men, for God will now live with them, they will be his own people, and God will be with 

them as their God. 

V4. Now that the previous state of creation has passed away, God will wipe away every tear 

from the eyes of his people, and he will forever put an end to death, mourning, crying, and pain. 

V5. The one sitting on the throne called out to behold that he will make all things new, and to 

write this down because this message is trustworthy and true. 

V6. Then the one sitting on the throne told John these things are done, that he on the throne is the 

Alpha-Omega (the Beginning and End), and that he will freely give to the thirsty from the spring 

of the water of life. 

V7. He on the throne promised the conquering one will have this heritage, and he will be the 

conqueror’s God, and the conqueror will be his son. 

V8. He on the throne promised all those who are cowardly, faithless, detestable, who are 

murderers, sexually immoral, magicians, idolaters, and liars will inherit as their portion the lake 

that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death. 
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3 Exegetical Outline (full) – Revelation 21:1-8 

I. God will dwell with his people in a new heaven and earth (vv. 1-4) 

a. Vision of the peaceful new creation (v. 1) 

• V1. In a vision, John saw a new heaven and earth that replaced the first 

heaven and earth which had passed away along with the sea. 

b. Vision of the beautiful new Jerusalem, God’s dwelling place with his people (vv. 2-3) 

i. V2. Then John saw the new Jerusalem, the holy city, descending out of heaven 

from God like an adorned bride prepared for her husband. 

ii. V3. John heard a loud voice coming from the throne calling out to behold that 

God’s dwelling is with men, for God will now live with them, they will be his 

own people, and God will be with them as their God. 

c. God will heal his people of the evils associated with the first creation (v. 4) 

• V4. Now that the previous state of creation has passed away, God will wipe 

away every tear from the eyes of his people, and he will forever put an end to 

death, mourning, crying, and pain. 

II. New words from God the king that are trustworthy and true (vv. 5-8) 

a. Charge to record the words declaring how all things will be made new (v. 5) 

• V5. The one sitting on the throne called out to behold that he will make all 

things new, and to write this down because this message is trustworthy and 

true. 

b. Promised inheritance for the thirsty and the conqueror (vv. 6-7) 

i. V6. Then the one sitting on the throne told John these things are done, that he 

on the throne is the Alpha-Omega (the Beginning and End), and that he will 

freely give to the thirsty from the spring of the water of life. 

ii. V7. He on the throne promised the conquering one will have this heritage, and 

he will be the conqueror’s God, and the conqueror will be his son. 

c. Promised inheritance for cowards, liars, and rebellious sinners (v. 8) 

• V8. He on the throne promised all those who are cowardly, faithless, 

detestable, who are murderers, sexually immoral, magicians, idolaters, and 
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liars will inherit as their portion the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which 

is the second death. 
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4 Exegetical Outline (abbreviated) – Revelation 21:1-8 

Exegetical Proposition: John saw a vision in which God revealed to him the future new heaven 

and earth, where God will dwell in a new Jerusalem with his people and heal them of all that 

plagued them in the first creation, promising to those who thirst and strive both living water and 

sonship, but promising a second death to all those who reject God’s ways. 

I. God will dwell with his people in a new heaven and earth (vv. 1-4) 

a. Vision of the peaceful new creation (v. 1) 

b. Vision of the beautiful new Jerusalem, God’s dwelling place with his people (vv. 2-3) 

c. God will heal his people of the evils associated with the first creation (v. 4) 

II. New words from God the king that are trustworthy and true (vv. 5-8) 

a. Charge to record the words declaring how all things will be made new (v. 5) 

b. Promised inheritance for the thirsty and the conqueror (vv. 6-7) 

c. Promised inheritance for cowards, liars, and rebellious sinners (v. 8) 
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5 Theological Outline – Revelation 21:1-8 

Theological Proposition: In the future God will restore creation through a new heaven and earth, 

where he will live with his people in a new Jerusalem, heal them of the effects of the fall, and 

give them eternal life as his children, but he will also bring eternal death to sinners who reject 

him. 

I. God will live harmoniously with his people in a new creation (vv. 1-4) 

II. God’s sure promises are loving and life-giving for his people, but death for those who 

sinfully reject his ways (vv. 5-8) 
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6 Notes on Revelation 21:1-8 

1. In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth, and began to guide (and write) the 

story of creation to result in his glory.  This was his plan from the beginning.  The story of 

creation contains the themes of the new covenant, new temple, new Israel, and new 

Jerusalem.  All these themes, comprising the story of Creation, refer to the reality of God’s 

intimate, glorious dwelling with his people. 

2. God’s Story of Creation is a story ultimate questions and answers, of beginnings and endings.  

It is meant to frame all other stories he tells and guides in the Bible.  As a metanarrative, 

God’s stories compete with alternative stories in the world, whether they be religious, 

secular, or materialistic.  The story of Evolution is the primary alternative story of origins in 

the modern world.  The stories of Creation and Evolution both answer basic philosophical 

worldview questions.  Who am I?  Where did I come from?  What is wrong with the world?  

What is my purpose?  What is my destiny?  How do the one and the many relate?  The story 

of Evolution is antagonistic to God’s story of Creation.  At a fundamental level they cannot 

coexist in harmony. 

3. John’s vision of the new heaven and earth finally comes after he saw in various visions 

Christ’s enemies destroyed.  The new heaven and earth are the eternal home of the Lamb of 

God (the Lord Jesus Christ) and his bride.  The new creation and its inhabitants are the 

fulfillment of themes introduced at the very beginning of the Bible in Genesis 1-2.  The first 

creation, the fallen heaven and earth, parallel and are fulfilled in the restored new heaven and 

earth.  The first man and his bride (Adam and Eve) parallel and are fulfilled in the second 

man and his bride (Christ the second Adam and his bride the Church). 

4. Quotation: “The biblical story of redemption must be understood within the larger story of 

creation.  First Adam, and later Israel, was placed in God’s sanctuary (the garden and the 

Promised Land, respectively), but both Adam and Israel failed to be a faithful, obedient 

steward, and both were expelled from the sanctuary God had created for them.  But Jesus 

Christ—the second Adam, the son of Abraham, the son of David—was faithful and obedient 

to God.  Through the world killed him, God raised him to life, which meant that death was 

defeated.  Through his Spirit, God pours into sinners the resurrection life of his Son, creating 

a new humanity “in Christ.”  Those who are “in Christ” move through death into new life and 

exaltation in God’s sanctuary, there to enjoy his presence forever… The last two chapters 

(Revelation 21-22) don’t simply restore the first two chapters (Genesis 1-2); they go beyond 

them to a world that is fully ordered and holy, in which God is fully present with his people, 

completing the story of creation.” ~ ESV Study Bible, 2495. 

5. There are obvious connections between the first creation recorded in Genesis and this 

passage in Revelation recording the new creation.  In the Garden of Eden before the fall, God 

and man were in communion, God gave man instructions, and provided for all man’s needs 

(Gen 2:15-25).  In the new heaven and earth, God dwells with his people in intimate 

communion (Rev 21:3).  Before the fall, Adam and Eve had no need to hide from God.  In 

the new creation God dwells with them forever, “tabernacling” with them.  The pristine 
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Garden lacked fear, sorry, pain, and death.  The new creation lacks grief, crying, pain, and 

death (Rev 21:4). 

6. Vv1-8.  Note that the promises that God will keep in the new heaven and earth are already 

fulfilled in deposit and guaranty to God’s people now (Eph 1:14; Heb 12:18-29).  The 

foretaste of these promised blessings is meant to stimulate fervent hope and devotion to 

Christ. 

7. Vv1-2.  Whereas before John saw in a throne room vision the beauty, power, and glory of 

God from the perspective of heaven, now the dwelling of God comes from heaven to earth.  

God’s throne in heaven is coming down to earth, as heaven and earth merge.  Heaven and its 

ways come to purify earth and bring the dwelling of God permanently down to earth among 

men.  This is the final realization of God’s eternal purposes for creation. 

8. V1. The first heaven and earth, as they have been infected by the disease of sin since the fall 

of humanity in the garden of Eden, pass away in the vision.  Thus one cosmic order (the 

curse of sin and death not just on humanity but on all the cosmos) completely gives way to 

the final cosmic order (the blessing of righteousness and life; cf. 2 Pet 3:12-13).  The first 

creation, subject to bondage and decay, had been awaiting its day of redemption like a 

pregnant woman in labor (Rom 8:21-22).  The OT prophets anticipated the new creation as 

the day when the nascent promise the first creation held in the beginning will be fulfilled (Isa 

21:1, 4-5; 65:13, 17-25; 66:22).  Probably the best way to understand the newness of the new 

heaven and earth is not total discontinuity with the old (another creation ex nihilo), but a 

qualitative fundamental transformation from old to new like the transformation of the first 

human body into the resurrection body (cf. 1 Cor 15:35-57; Phil 3:21).  The result is 

redemption and renewal, not total abolition of the old with new in its place.  Nevertheless, 

renewal does not preclude the destruction of the old just as the human body experiences 

decay and destruction in death before the renewal of the resurrection body.  The new comes 

out of the old.  The new covenant originates in the old covenant.  The new command of 

Christ is rooted in the OT law.  The new Jerusalem finds its source in the old.  The new man 

is a transformation of the old man.  “The sea was no more” probably does not mean the 

absence of oceans or other large bodies of sea water, but of what the sea symbolizes in John’s 

vision (the place where monstrous enemies of God and his people live; cf. Rev 13:1-10).  In 

both OT and NT, the sea represented the source of earthly chaos, rebellion, and danger (cf. 

Gen 1:2).  All of these will be vanquished in the new heaven and earth.  The source of evil 

will no longer threaten the new creation’s perfection.  The sea will be replaced with the fresh 

water of God that gives life.  Also in Revelation, the sea is the rebellious nations who bring 

tribulation on God’s people (12:18; 13:1; Isa 57:20; cf. Rev 17:2, 6), the abode of the dead 

(20:13), the primary location of idolatrous trade throughout the world (18:10-19), and even a 

literal body of water that is sometimes linked with the earth—both representing the entire old 

heaven and earth (5:13; 7:1-3; 8:8-9; 10:2, 5-6, 8; 14:7; 16:3).  Furthermore, the sea 

separated John from fellowship with his brothers.  He was in exile on the island of Patmos.  

In the new creation, there will be no separation from God or other believers since they will 

dwell together, unseparated by the sea or any other barrier to proximate, intimate fellowship. 

9. V2. Whereas the Garden of Eden was the place where God first visited his people, the new 

Jerusalem will be the fulfillment of the hope of dwelling with God.  The new world is now 
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characterized as the new Jerusalem.  The holy city will house both God and his people.  The 

holy city is the place where not only are God and his children reconciled, but also humanity 

and nature.  Sons of Adam, who are now born again as sons of God, are invited to reenter the 

true Garden City, reversing the curse of exile from the Garden of Eden due to their fall into 

sin.   The city is not an image of the capital of Israel, but an allusion to the spiritual city of 

God.  It is the new place God and his people will share (Isa 52:1-10; 62:1-2).  The city itself 

is likened to the Church, the beautifully adorned bride of Christ.  Jesus Christ is the one who 

adorns his bride (Eph 5:26-27).  This is a picture of the perfected, triumphant Church, fully 

sanctified and made holy through the work of God and her perseverance in faith to the end.  

Thus God will forever dwell in the new Jerusalem as he has promised to forever dwell in his 

Church.  Heaven and earth are united as one.  It is pictured as a marriage made in heaven (cf. 

Rev 19:7; Isa 49:18; 61:10; 62:3-5).  The wedding signals the end of the engagement and the 

beginning of a “happily ever after” marriage.  The Church as Christ’s pure bride contrasts in 

Revelation with the Prostitute of Babylon.  The new creation, even in the new Jerusalem, has 

already started to replace the old Jerusalem in Christ and the Church (Gal 4:26-31; Heb 

12:22; cf. Phil 3:20).  Note also that Christ is not only the husband of the Bride, his Church, 

but Christ is also the Creator of the first creation and the new, redeemed and restored creation 

(Jn 1:1-5; Col 1:15-20).  Christ is not only the origin of creation but also the goal of creation.  

All things were created for him and for his glory.  The first creation cosmos moves toward its 

new creation end, which culminates in the kingdom of God and his Christ.  There is no room 

in the Bible’s story of Creation for an autonomous natural theology (the story of Evolution). 

10. V3. This blessed state of affairs, God and his people finally living at peace with one another 

in holy matrimony, deserves loud proclamation.  A royal wedding is cause for celebration 

throughout the kingdom.  A divine wedding is cause for celebration throughout all creation!  

God makes the proclamation from his royal throne, perhaps through the voice of his herald 

angel (the voice speaks of God in the third person).  Look!  The tabernacle of God is now 

with man.  God is not merely visiting his people, he is moving into their midst to dwell with 

them forever (Jn 1:14).  Not just as a friendly neighbor, but as their loving and restoring God.  

Moreover, the imagery is not of God’s people temporarily dwelling with God in the 

temporary structure of God’s tent (tabernacle).  Whereas OT Israel could not approach their 

God in the Most Holy Place—except the high priest once a year—the people of God in the 

new creation are always in his presence.  He will forever identify himself with them.  They 

will be known as his people (his family), and he will be known as their one true God.  God 

himself will be with them as Jesus: Immanuel, “God with us” (Mt 1:23; Isa 7:14).  The new 

Jerusalem is therefore a new temple, a new tabernacle, a new Eden.  It is eternal paradise 

filling the earth!  The promises of Eden, tabernacle, temple, and Jerusalem as microcosms of 

God’s plan for the earth are fulfilled in the new Jerusalem where God now dwells forever 

with his people.  What Adam and Israel had failed to do, namely to fulfill their role and 

God’s priest-kings to fill the earth, subdue it, and extend God’s dwelling throughout the 

whole earth, God in fact accomplished through Christ.  Now, not only will Israel’s high priest 

enter into God’s presence once a year, but now all of God’s people (Jew and Gentile; cf. 1 Pet 

2:9) dwell in his presence every day forever in the new Jerusalem, the city of the new Israel.  

This is the promised blessing of the new covenant.  In the new covenant, even now, believers 

are able and encouraged to come to the heavenly Jerusalem in worship, anticipating the day 

when the heavenly city will come to earth (Heb 12:22).  God’s promise has come true at last 

(Ezek 37:26-27).  This has been his promise to us throughout biblical revelation (Gen 17:7; 
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Exod 6:7; Lev 26:11-12; Dt 29:12-13; Jer 11:4-5; Ezek 11:20; 37:26-28; Zech 2:10-11; 2 Cor 

6:16). 

11. V4. For a formerly sinful and broken, but now restored people, there are certainly mixed 

emotions faced with the forever presence of God.  Guilt and shame for past sins and 

betrayals.  Hurts remembered and still felt.  Unresolved fears of the things of life and even 

death.  Mourning the loss of loved ones due to shattered relationships, death and especially 

the second death.  The many pains bourn through a life of suffering that caused countless 

tears to flow.  The question: how will God deal with these feelings held over from living in 

the fallen first creation?  God will comfort and heal.  He will wipe away every tear.  He will 

put a permanent end to death, and all other forms of pain and suffering.  Just as the first 

heaven and earth will pass away, so will the evil former things associated with the first 

creation pass away.  The OT prophets predicted this day (Isa 25:8; 65:19-20).  By this re-

creation God will reverse the curse that entered the world through human sin shortly after the 

first creation was born (cf. Gen 2:17; Rom 8:20-23).  The first things have passed away and 

all things are made joyfully new (Isa 35:10; 43:18; 51:11; 65:17).  The curse of death that 

was introduced in the first Eden will pass away in the last Eden. 

12. V5. If a herald angel proclaimed God’s news in verse 3, now God himself, seated on his 

throne, speaks.  This recalls John’s throne room vision earlier in Revelation (Rev 4).  But 

John uses a circumscription, a circumlocution, to avoid explicitly saying God’s name.  God 

says Look! and announces that he is making all things new.  Note the present tense of the 

announcement.  God is making all things new, not merely will someday make all things new.  

God is presently at work bringing to pass his purposes for a new creation.  These are not 

empty promises, words spoken into the air to be forgotten.  These words are trustworthy and 

true, and are bound in writing by God’s covenant promise.  He commands that these words 

be recorded in writing (Isa 65:16).  As God himself speaks these trustworthy and true words 

of promise, and commands they be recorded in writing, they are immensely important words 

in Revelation.  What is made new?  All things, including the renewal of sinful people through 

the work of Christ and the Spirit (2 Cor 5:17).  John is surely reflecting on various passages 

in Isaiah regarding God keeping his promise to bring salvation and renewal to his people and 

the entire creation (Isa 21:1-2, 4-5a; 43:18-19; 65:17-19; 66:22; cf. Dan 2:45). 

13. Quotation: “As his power and will were the first caused of all things, his pleasure and glory 

are the last end, and he will not lose his design.  Men may begin designs which they can 

never bring to perfection; but the counsel of God shall stand.  It would be inconsistent with 

the goodness of God, and his love to his people, to create in them holy desires, and then deny 

them their proper satisfaction; and therefore they may be assured that he will give them of the 

fountain of the water of life freely.” ~ Matthew Henry, Commentary in One Volume, 1984 

14. V6. The new creation is complete.  It is finished!  Salvation of God’s people through the 

judgment of his and their enemies is finished.  No one can ever call out again, “How long O 

Lord?”  Justice and righteousness are reigning again, and finally all is right with the world.  

God was there at the beginning of the story of the world, was present throughout the story, 

and is there at the end of the story.  He is the Sovereign Creator and Consummator, Lord and 

Director of history, and expresses this truth by calling himself the Alpha and Omega (first 

and last letter of the Greek alphabet), and the Beginning and the End (Isa 41:4; 44:6; 48:12).  
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“I AM” is a name that both God and Christ take to themselves (Ex 3:14; Jn 8:58).  It is the 

same with the title “Alpha and Omega” (Rev 1:8; 21:6).  These divine titles are “merisms”.  

They express full encompassing, that God is sovereign over the beginning, the end, and 

everything in between (Illustration: Amazon, everything from A to Z).  Just as God 

sovereignly brought the first creation into existence, so he will by the same power bring the 

new creation to be.  Then God continues giving gifts to his people.  He promises to freely 

give water from the spring of life, which flows from his throne and the Lamb, to all who are 

thirsty (Isa 49:10; 55:1; cf. Rev 22:1).  The river of life parallels the four rivers that flowed in 

the Garden of Eden, watering the land and giving life.  The eschatological waters from God 

in Christ give eternal life, for Christ is the source of living water (Isa 55:1; Jn 4:13-14; 7:37-

38).  Christ is so closely identified with the living water that it can even be a symbol for 

eternal. 

15. V7. God continues to give his people gifts.  To those who conquer he promises an inheritance 

worthy of a son of God.  Christ the Son of God inherits the new heaven and earth, therefore 

to those who conquer through faith in Christ inherit the new creation.  The new heaven and 

earth is the heritage of the conquerors.  “He will be my son” is the language of the Davidic 

covenant.  Just as David was God’s adopted son (2 Sam 7:14; cf. Isa 55:1-3; 2 Cor 6:18), and 

Jesus was the heir of the Davidic covenant promises (Heb 1:5), so also will all those in union 

with Christ the son of David inherit the promises to David (Gal 3:26).  In Revelation, John 

never calls God the father of believers; he is rather the father of Christ (Rev 1:6; 2:27).  In 

Christ God has adopted believers as his children. These adopted children of God are heirs of 

God and co-heirs with Christ (Rom 8:17; Gal 3:29; 4:7; Eph 3:6; Tit 3:7).  We as adopted 

children are heirs with Jesus who inherits all things (Ps 2:7; Heb 1:2-5).  By faith we share in 

all his blessings (Rev 5:12-133; 11:15; 22:5). 

16. V8. God’s covenant promises include both blessings and curses.  Whereas his faithful people 

inherit the blessings of the covenant, those who are estranged from God due to their own 

faithlessness, sensuality, idolatry, cowardice, or hatred of the truth will inherit the curses of 

the covenant.  It is possible that John, by beginning the list of the cursed with cowards and 

ending with liars, he has in mind formerly professing believers who gave into the world, the 

flesh, and the devil in the fight to persevere in faithfulness to Christ.  They turned their backs 

on truth and cowardly worshiped the Beast when persecution threatened their lives.  Those 

listed between the cowardly and murderers are pagan unbelievers and compromisers in the 

church.  The curses culminate in the lake that burns with sulfur and fire (i.e., the second death 

which is hell).  This indicates that soul annihilation is not true, and there is additional 

punishment beyond an eternity separated from God.  False Christians and non-Christians will 

not reside with God, or even within the bounds of the new creation (Rev 21:4, 8, 27; 22:15).  

They are consigned to a place outside the blessed new heaven and earth—hell itself.  In 

particular, sorcerers are named as heirs of God’s curse.  In the new creation, there is no sea, 

and the lake of fire outside the new creation (perhaps in another dimension) supports the idea 

that nothing associated with suffering and death will exist in the new heaven and earth.  

These include the Egyptian and Babylonian magicians of the OT (Ex 7:11; Dan 2:2).  Note 

that each group of people that are described in an evil way, there is a corresponding virtue 

that describes inhabitants of the heavenly city.   The sins are typical of what John has been 

warning his audience against throughout the book of Revelation. Cowardly/courageous; 
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unbeliever/believer; detestable/pure; murderer/martyr-peacelover; immoral/moral-chaste; 

sorcerer/faithful; idolater/faithful; liar/truth-teller. 

a. Cowardly.  In contrast to believers who persevere through hardship, those who fear 

danger and reject the name of Christ to avoid the consequences are spineless cowards.  

Some cowards may have been formerly associated with the Church (1 Jn 2:19). 

b. Unbelievers.  Similar to cowards, but instead of falling away for fear, they fall into 

skepticism and agnosticism.  Their words are untrustworthy in contrast to God who is 

faithful and true. 

c. Detestable.  People who have become polluted by the world.  Their lifestyle is 

opposed to God.  John says they worship the best (Rev 17:4). 

d. Murderers.  Those who kill other people, even believers who are martyred by their 

violent hands (Rev 2:10, 13; 6:10; 16:6; 17:6; 18:24; 19:2). 

e. Immoral.  Revelation is especially concerned with sexual immorality (fornication, 

adultery).  The sins of murder and sexual immorality are often connected because one 

can lead to the other. 

f. Sorcerers.  The word for sorcerers (pharmakoi) means the use of drugs to cast spells 

for witchcraft and magic (Ex 22:18; Lev 20:6, 27).  Sorcery is sometimes linked to 

sexual immorality (Dt 18:10-12; Nah 3:4). 

g. Idolaters.  Idolatry and sorcery are linked as sins of the flesh (Gal 5:20).  Idolaters 

find themselves put outside the new Jerusalem to experience eternal doom (Rev 

22:15). 

h. Liars.  These would include people who professed Christ but denied him by their 

lifestyle (Tit 1:16; cf. Rev 13:12-15), and also people who left the God of Israel 

altogether or denied Christ by retreating to the sanctioned religion of Judaism.  Lying 

associates one with Satan, the father of lies (Jn 8:44; Rev 12:9; 20:2-3).  All liars are 

consigned by God to the same fate as those above: the Hell’s lake of fire, which is the 

second death.  Thus all are forever cut off from the living God and his blessings. 

17. Quotation: “The vision of the future perfected people of God in unending fellowship with his 

glorious presence is intended to encourage and motivate the readers to persevere through 

temptations that would lead them into compromise.  The prospect of final victory should 

provide impetus to win partial victory now by not compromising.” Gregory Beale, The Book 

of Revelation, NIGTC, 174. 

18. Quotation: “The fearful lead the van in this black list.  Those who were so dastardly as not to 

dare to take up the cross of Christ, were yet so desperate as to run into all manner of 

abominable wickedness.  They could not burn at a stake for Christ, but they must burn in hell 

for sin.  They must die another death after their natural death; the agonies and terrors of their 

first death will consign them over to the far greater terrors and agonies of eternal death.” ~ 

Matthew Henry, Commentary in One Volume, 1984 
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19. Quotation: “And as He spoke, He no longer looked to them like a lion; but the things that 

began to happen after that were so great and beautiful that I cannot write them. And for us 

this the end of all the stories, and we can most truly say that they all lived happily ever after. 

But for them it was only the beginning of the real story. All their life in this world and all 

their adventures in Narnia had only been the cover and the title page: now at last they were 

beginning Chapter One of the Great Story which no one on earth has read: which goes on for 

ever: in which every chapter is better than the one before.” ~ C.S. Lewis, The Last Battle 
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8 Sermon References 

Colossians 1:13-23  He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred 
us to the kingdom of his beloved Son,  14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness 
of sins.  15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.  16 For by 
him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities--all things were created through him and for 
him.  17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.  18 And he is the 
head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in 
everything he might be preeminent.  19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to 
dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in 
heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 

Matthew 5:3-12   3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

4 "Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

5 "Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

6 "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 

7 "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 

8 "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

9 "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 

10 "Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 

11 "Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

1 Peter 2:5-10  5 you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual 
house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through 
Jesus Christ.  6 For it stands in Scripture: "Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a 
cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to 
shame."  7 So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, "The 
stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone," 8 and "A stone of 
stumbling, and a rock of offense." They stumble because they disobey the word, as they 
were destined to do.  9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who 
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.  10 Once you were not a people, but 
now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 
received mercy. 
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• Words of Christ ordaining this institution (Mt 26:26-30; Mk 14:22-25; Lk 22:15-20; 1 Cor 11:23-32) 

o Another name the Bible uses for the new creation is regeneration.  Genesis, which is the book of 

generations, tells the story of God creating the heavens and the earth, and then the stories of generations of 

peoples he created.  One could tell the Story of Creation by tracing the narrative from generation, through 

the cycles of degeneration, and then to its climax in regeneration.  The doctrine of regeneration is the 

teaching that God brings new life (a new beginning, a new birth, a new creation) to that which is 

spiritually lifeless. 

o This is why we speak of God’s people, the Church, as that assembly of people who are spiritually 

regenerated who sincerely profess Jesus Christ as the Lord and Savior of unregenerate and degenerate 

sinners.  And it is also why we say the Church is comprised of regenerated people and their children, 

because God ordinarily creates his regenerate family through generations—believers and their children. 

o At every point in the Story of Creation, God has given a sustaining sacrament (a sign and seal of the gift of 

life in the new creation) to his people.  In the Garden, it was the tree of life.  In the old covenant, it was the 

Passover meal.  In the new covenant, Jesus fulfilled the tree of life and Passover sacraments and 

transformed them into the Lord’s Supper.  Together the bread and fruit of the vine are God’s way of 

sustaining his new creation.  When they are received by faith in Jesus Christ, God’s Son sacrificed for your 

sin, the elements are means of God’s spiritual grace given to his new creatures in Christ. 

o The Lord’s Supper is not just something we do to obey God’s word—although this is very important.  By 

taking the consecrated bread and cup, we are being shaped by the Story of Creation.  The bread and cup 

remind us of Jesus’ death—and our death to the old creation.  This meal gives Christians hope for the 

glorious end, the banquet of eternal life we will share with God in the new creation.  And we won’t be 

invited guests at that great feast, but we will eat together at our dining room table, for in the new creation 

God’s home will be our home too. 

• If you are one of God’s baptized children, having confessed your faith publicly, living a life of confession and 

repentance, and a member of any church where the gospel of Jesus is faithfully preached, then I welcome and 

encourage you to come to the Lord’s table. 

• Brief exhortation and fence the table (not baptized, not publically confessed the faith, not under the care and 

government of a particular branch of Christ’s Church; do not take the bread and wine, but instead take Christ, 

then please talk with one of the elders immediately after the worship service today). 

• Invitation to silent prayer for preparation (confess sin, acknowledge God’s love for you—and sovereignty over 

your life as your Creator and Re-Creator) 

• After allowing time for elders to come forward, close the silent prayer time with a brief prayer. 

 

 

 

The Lord Jesus Christ on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it, gave it to His disciples, as I, 

ministering in His name, give this bread to you, and said, “Take, eat; this is My 

body which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 
o Reminder to hold the bread and eat together as a body since the one loaf represents Christ’s unified body. 

• Optional: read a scripture (2 Cor 5:16-18a) 

In the same manner, He also took the cup, and having given thanks as has been 

done in His name, He gave it to the disciples, saying, “This cup is the new covenant 

in My blood, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. Drink from it, all of 

you.” 
o Reminder to drink from the cup as you are ready since Jesus shed his blood to save you. 




