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Luke 22:47-62 “Passion Play” September 7, 2014 

OT Lesson: Psalm 41  Brian M. Sandifer 

When God allowed the darkness its hour of power against the Son of Man, people quickly turned against 

the Lord Jesus. Even his disciples fell hard into sin, but Jesus powerfully resisted temptation. His love is 

strong (even for his enemies), so turn to him who is able and willing to forgive and restore the fallen. 

Introduction – A “Passion Play” is a dramatic presentation of Jesus’ trial, suffering, and death. The 

Passion of Christ ought to move you to examine yourself. 

I. Grasp the Story 

A. Visualize what happened on-stage 

1. Scene 1: In the garden (vv. 47-54). Judas arrives at night with a huge crowd. Then he gives 

the signal, the kiss of death. Peter cuts off the right ear of Malchus, the high priest’s servant. But 

Jesus puts a stop to the violence. He reaches out and heals him. Then Jesus addresses them, “Is all 

this really necessary? This is the hour of the power of darkness.” Then they lead him away. All 

the disciples scatter for cover, but Peter turns back to see how it all would end. 

2. Scene 2: In the courtyard (vv. 55-62). Peter gains entrance to the inner courtyard of the high 

priest’s house. A servant girl is staring at Peter in the firelight. “This man also was with Jesus.” 

Peter denies it. A little later someone else, “You also are one of those Jesus followers.” Peter 

denies it again. Still another person, “Certainly this man was also with Jesus, for he too is a 

Galilean.” And while Peter is denying for the third time, the rooster crows. Instantly Peter looks 

to Jesus, who turns and looks straight at him. So he runs away weeping bitter tears of sorrow. 

B. Realize what happened back-stage 

1. In hell (vv. 53-54; cf. 4:13; 22:3). The greater conflict resides in the spiritual realm. Now 

Satan musters all his forces to kill the Son of Man. Paul understood the back-stage events (Eph 

6:12). Here is the full-force attempt to thwart God’s plan of salvation (Rev 12:1-4). 

2. In heaven (Lk 22:42, 61; cf. Isa 53:8, 10; Ps 41:9). God mysteriously weaved it all into his 

good, pleasing, and perfect will to accomplish salvation (Acts 4:26-28). The Lord willed to crush 

the Son of God as a guilt offering for sin. 

II. Consider the Characters 

A. Judas the Traitor 

1. Greed (Lk 16:13; 22:1-6; Jn 12:4-6; Col 3:5). Greed is really a fruit rooted in idolatry. His 

discontentment led him to reject the kind of kingdom Jesus promised. His prayer was “my 

kingdom come, my will be done.” 

2. Cruelty (v. 47). The traitor’s kiss must have deeply wounded Jesus. Only hours before Jesus 

shared the Last Supper with Judas. Now this supposedly close friend lifts up his heel against him 

(Ps 41:9). Judas can only repay his teacher with humiliation, hostility, and hypocritical affection. 

3. Despair (Mt 27:3-5; Acts 1:16-20). Seized with remorse, instead of returning to Jesus for 

mercy and forgiveness, he returned the blood money and then hanged himself. A life ended as 

cursed of God, not cursed for others like Jesus, but cursed himself (Dt 21:22-23; Gal 3:13). 
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B. Peter the Crusader-Coward 

1. Pride (v. 50; cf. Lk 22:31-33; Jn 18:10). Jesus warned Peter that he was vulnerable to Satan’s 

attack. But Peter pledged to follow Jesus to prison and death. It seems he pictured himself going 

down in a blaze of glory. And so he swung his sword like a crusader to wage holy war. 

2. Fear (vv. 54-60). This is not the way Peter envisioned the end. So he bravely (foolishly?) 

followed into enemy territory as a spy. Controlled by his fear, he denied his Lord to save his 

neck. The prideful crusader showed he was a shameful coward. 

3. Sorrow (vv. 61-62). Peter knew he fell hard. His sorrow was bitter because he brought it on 

himself, and because his denials broke the bond of love he shared with Jesus. With grief and 

hatred of his sin, Peter turned from it to Jesus, resolving to live with a new obedience (cf. WSC 

87) founded on humility and fear of God (1 Pet 5b:5-7). 

C. Jesus the Son of Man 

1. Power (v. 51; cf. Jn 18:4-6). He is the almighty God, touching the servant’s severed ear and 

miraculously healing him. He commands his disciples to stop fighting, and protects them from the 

crowd’s vengeance. His enemies draw back and fall down under the divine power of “I AM”. 

2. Obedience (vv. 50-54a). His supernatural power is under control and authority. He receives 

his kingdom through submission to God’s will as the Suffering Servant. The one who has legions 

of angels at his disposal allows his enemies to deliver him over to the cross. 

3. Love (Lk 22:46, 51b, 60-61; cf. Jn 18:8-9). He loved Peter by warning him to pray to resist 

temptation, and by turning to look at him after the rooster crowed. He loved Malchus by his 

healing touch. He loved his disciples by arranging for their release in the garden.  He even loved 

Judas with one last warning to repent. His love is strong, merciful, and self-giving. 

III. Be Changed by the Message 

A. Let their great falls into sin reveal your own heart (vv. 47-48, 50, 57-60) 

1. Judas and Peter both pretended to be something they weren’t. Judas is the kind of person who 

pretends to follow Jesus—for respect, for the benefits, for the reward. 

2. Peter is the kind of person who sometimes pretends to be Jesus’ bulldog, and other times to 

not know Jesus at all—for pride, for fear, for peace. Crusader Peter was blinded by pride in his 

own strength, zeal, and apostolic position. 

3. Coward Peter wasn’t suicidal when he walked into the devil’s lair. He wasn’t wrong to want 

to escape danger when it closed in. But he fell hard when he pretended he didn’t know Jesus. 

B. Let Jesus’ strong love be your hope of forgiveness and restoration (vv. 51, 61) 

The heart is desperately wicked (Jer 17:9-10). We have all been traitors, crusaders, and cowards. 

Apart from grace, we will fall hard into these sins again and again. Find your strength in Jesus alone, 

whose strong love can cover your betrayals, tame your soul, and forgive your hard falls into bitter sin. 

Conclusion – Remember to grasp the story—visualizing what happened on earth and realizing what 

happened in heaven. Remember to consider the characters—so you might truly see where you fit into the 

story. Remember to ask God that you would be changed by the message of Christ’s suffering, death, and 

resurrection. 
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1 Original Language, Personal English Translation, and Textual Notes 

Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

Lk 22:47 :Eti auvtou/ lalou/ntoj ivdou. o;cloj( kai. 
o ̀lego,menoj VIou,daj ei-j tw/n dw,deka 
proh,rceto auvtou.j kai. h;ggisen tw/| 
VIhsou/ filh/sai auvto,nÅ 

While he was still speaking, behold, a 
crowd, and the man who was called Judas, 
one of the twelve, was leading them.  He 
came near to Jesus to kiss him. 

The verb for “kiss” is one of brotherly love. 

Lk 22:48 VIhsou/j de. ei=pen auvtw/|\ VIou,da( filh,mati 
to.n uiò.n tou/ avnqrw,pou paradi,dwjÈ 

But Jesus said to him, “Judas, are you 
betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?” 

 

Lk 22:49 ivdo,ntej de. oì peri. auvto.n to. evso,menon 
ei=pan\ ku,rie( eiv pata,xomen evn macai,rh|È 

But when those who were around him saw 
what was going to happen, they said, “Lord, 
should we strike with a sword?” 

 

Lk 22:50 kai. evpa,taxen ei-j tij evx auvtw/n tou/ 
avrciere,wj to.n dou/lon kai. avfei/len to. 
ou=j auvtou/ to. dexio,nÅ 

And one out of them struck the slave of the 
high priest and cut off his right ear. 

 

Lk 22:51 avpokriqei.j de. o ̀VIhsou/j ei=pen\ eva/te e[wj 
tou,tou\ kai. aỳa,menoj tou/ wvti,ou iva,sato 
auvto,nÅ 

But Jesus answered and said, “Stop!  No 
more of this.  And he touched his ear and 
healed him. 

 

Lk 22:52 Ei=pen de. VIhsou/j pro.j tou.j 
paragenome,nouj evpV auvto.n avrcierei/j kai. 
strathgou.j tou/ ièrou/ kai. presbute,rouj\ 
ẁj evpi. lh|sth.n evxh,lqate meta. macairw/n 
kai. xu,lwnÈ 

And Jesus said to the chief priests, the 
captains of the temple, and the elders, who 
had come out against him, “Have you come 
out as against a robber, with swords and 
clubs? 

 

Lk 22:53 kaqV hm̀e,ran o;ntoj mou meqV um̀w/n evn tw/| 
ièrw/| ouvk evxetei,nate ta.j cei/raj evpV evme,( 
avllV au[th evsti.n um̀w/n h ̀w[ra kai. h ̀
evxousi,a tou/ sko,toujÅ 

During the day I was with you all in the 
temple, you did not lay hands on me.  But 
this is your hour, and the power of 
darkness.” 

 

Lk 22:54 Sullabo,ntej de. auvto.n h;gagon kai. 
eivsh,gagon eivj th.n oivki,an tou/ 
avrciere,wj\ o ̀de. Pe,troj hvkolou,qei 
makro,qenÅ 

Then they seized him and led him into the 
house of the high priest.  But Peter was 
following at a distance. 

 

Lk 22:55 periaya,ntwn de. pu/r evn me,sw| th/j auvlh/j 
kai. sugkaqisa,ntwn evka,qhto ò Pe,troj 

But when they were kindling a fire in the 
middle of the courtyard and were sitting 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

me,soj auvtw/nÅ down together, Peter sat down among them. 

Lk 22:56 ivdou/sa de. auvto.n paidi,skh tij 
kaqh,menon pro.j to. fw/j kai. avteni,sasa 
auvtw/| ei=pen\ kai. ou-toj su.n auvtw/| h=nÅ 

Then a servant girl, seeing him as he was 
sitting in the light and looking intently at him, 
said, “This man also was with him.” 

 

Lk 22:57 o ̀de. hvrnh,sato le,gwn\ ouvk oi=da auvto,n( 
gu,naiÅ 

But he denied it, saying, “Woman, I do not 
know him.” 

 

Lk 22:58 kai. meta. bracu. e[teroj ivdw.n auvto.n e;fh\ 
kai. su. evx auvtw/n ei=Å o ̀de. Pe,troj e;fh\ 
a;nqrwpe( ouvk eivmi,Å 

And a little later another looked at him and 
said, “You also are out of them.”  But Peter 
said, “Man, I am not.” 

 

Lk 22:59 kai. diasta,shj ẁsei. w[raj mia/j a;lloj 
tij dii?scuri,zeto le,gwn\ evpV avlhqei,aj 
kai. ou-toj metV auvtou/ h=n( kai. ga.r 
Galilai/o,j evstinÅ 

And after about one hour passed another 
insisted, saying, “Certainly this man also 
was with him, for he is a Galilean.” 

 

Lk 22:60 ei=pen de. o ̀Pe,troj\ a;nqrwpe( ouvk oi=da o] 
le,geijÅ kai. paracrh/ma e;ti lalou/ntoj 
auvtou/ evfw,nhsen avle,ktwrÅ 

But Peter said, “Man, I had not known what 
you are talking about!”  And immediately 
while he was speaking, a rooster crowed. 

 

Lk 22:61 kai. strafei.j ò ku,rioj evne,bleyen tw/| 
Pe,trw|( kai. up̀emnh,sqh o ̀Pe,troj tou/ 
rh̀,matoj tou/ kuri,ou ẁj ei=pen auvtw/| o[ti 
pri.n avle,ktora fwnh/sai sh,meron 
avparnh,sh| me tri,jÅ 

And the Lord turned and looked at Peter.  
And Peter was reminded of the word of the 
Lord, how he said to him, “Before a rooster 
crows today you will deny me three times.” 

NET tn "The word of the Lord" is a technical 
expression in OT literature, often referring to 
a divine prophetic utterance (e.g., Gen 15:1, 
Isa 1:10, Jonah 1:1). In the NT it occurs 15 
times: 3 times as rh̀/ma tou/ kuri,ou (rheÒma 

tou kuriou; here and in Acts 11:16, 1 Pet 
1:25) and 12 times as lo,goj tou/ kuri,ou 
(logos tou kuriou; Acts 8:25; 13:44, 48, 49; 
15:35, 36; 16:32; 19:10, 20; 1 Thess 1:8, 
4:15; 2 Thess 3:1). As in the OT, this phrase 
focuses on the prophetic nature and divine 
origin of what has been said. Because of its 
technical nature the expression has been 
retained in the translation in preference to a 
smoother rendering like "remembered what 
the Lord had said" (cf. TEV, NLT). 

Lk 22:62 kai. evxelqw.n e;xw e;klausen pikrw/jÅ And he went out and wept bitterly.  
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2 Exegetical Outline – Luke 22:47-62 (verse summary) 

V47. A crowd arrived while Jesus was speaking, and Judas (one of the twelve disciples) was at 

the front of the crowd leading them, and he came near to Jesus to kiss him. 

V48. Jesus spoke to Judas, asking him if he would betray the Son of Man with a kiss. 

V49. When those with Jesus saw what was going to happen, they addressed him as Lord, asking 

him if they ought to strike with swords. 

V50. Then one of those with Jesus struck the high priest’s servant with the sword and cut off his 

right ear. 

V51. Jesus objected to this violence, and he touched the man’s ear and healed him. 

V52. Then Jesus asked the chief priests, officers of the temple, and the elders, who had come to 

oppose him, why they had come out with swords and clubs as if Jesus were a robber. 

V53. Jesus noted that when he was with them for days in the temple, they did not touch him, but 

that this is happening to him now because it is their hour, and it is the power of darkness. 

V54. Then Jesus’ enemies seized him and took him to the high priest’s house, and Peter followed 

them at a distance. 

V55. When those who were in the crowd that seized Jesus had kindled a fire in the middle of the 

high priest’s courtyard, they sat down and Peter sat with them. 

V56. Then a servant girl saw Peter sitting in the fire light, and as she looked closely at him, she 

said to those around that he was also with Jesus. 

V57. But Peter denied the servant girl’s accusation, telling her that he did not know Jesus. 

V58. A little while later someone else saw Peter and accused him of being one of those also with 

Jesus, but Peter denied the charge a second time when he told the man that he was one of those 

with Jesus. 

V59. After about one hour yet another person insisted that Peter was certainly a man who was 

also with Jesus since Peter’s regional accent revealed his Galilean origin. 

V60. But Peter denied the charge a third time by telling the man he did not know what he was 

talking about.  Immediately, even while Peter was still speaking, the rooster crowed. 

V61. The Lord Jesus turned and looked at Peter, and at that moment Peter was reminded of the 

word of the Lord when Jesus told him that before the rooster crows today, that Peter would deny 

Jesus three times. 

V62.  So Peter went out from that place and wept bitter tears. 
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3 Exegetical Outline – Luke 22:47-62 (full) 

I. Judas betrays Jesus (vv. 47-54) 

a. Jesus addresses Judas (vv. 47-48) 

i. V47. A crowd arrived while Jesus was speaking, and Judas (one of the twelve 

disciples) was at the front of the crowd leading them, and he came near to 

Jesus to kiss him. 

ii. V48. Jesus spoke to Judas, asking him if he would betray the Son of Man with 

a kiss. 

b. Jesus quells his violent disciples (vv. 49-51) 

i. V49. When those with Jesus saw what was going to happen, they addressed 

him as Lord, asking him if they ought to strike with swords. 

ii. V50. Then one of those with Jesus struck the high priest’s servant with the 

sword and cut off his right ear. 

iii. V51. Jesus objected to this violence, and he touched the man’s ear and healed 

him. 

c. Jesus yields to the hour of dark power (vv. 52-54) 

i. V52. Then Jesus asked the chief priests, officers of the temple, and the elders, 

who had come to oppose him, why they had come out with swords and clubs 

as if Jesus were a robber. 

ii. V53. Jesus noted that when he was with them for days in the temple, they did 

not touch him, but that this is happening to him now because it is their hour, 

and it is the power of darkness. 

iii. V54. Then Jesus’ enemies seized him and took him to the high priest’s house, 

and Peter followed them at a distance. 

II. Peter denies Jesus (vv. 55-62) 

a. The first denial (vv. 55-57) 

i. V55. When those who were in the crowd that seized Jesus had kindled a fire 

in the middle of the high priest’s courtyard, they sat down and Peter sat with 

them. 

ii. V56. Then a servant girl saw Peter sitting in the fire light, and as she looked 

closely at him, she said to those around that he was also with Jesus. 
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iii. V57. But Peter denied the servant girl’s accusation, telling her that he did not 

know Jesus. 

b. The second and third denials (vv. 58-60) 

i. V58. A little while later someone else saw Peter and accused him of being one 

of those also with Jesus, but Peter denied the charge a second time when he 

told the man that he was one of those with Jesus. 

ii. V59. After about one hour yet another person insisted that Peter was certainly 

a man who was also with Jesus since Peter’s regional accent revealed his 

Galilean origin. 

iii. V60. But Peter denied the charge a third time by telling the man he did not 

know what he was talking about.  Immediately, even while Peter was still 

speaking, the rooster crowed. 

c. Jesus reminds Peter of the word of the Lord (vv. 61-21) 

i. V61. The Lord Jesus turned and looked at Peter, and at that moment Peter was 

reminded of the word of the Lord when Jesus told him that before the rooster 

crows today, that Peter would deny Jesus three times. 

ii. V62.  So Peter went out from that place and wept bitter tears. 
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4 Exegetical Outline – Luke 22:47-62 (abbreviated) 

Exegetical Proposition: While Jesus was praying in the Garden of Gethsemane, the hour of dark 

power finally arrived, which unfolded as Jesus was betrayed by his disciple Judas Iscariot, was 

led away by his enemies to trial, and was denied by his disciple Peter three times before the 

rooster crowed. 

I. Judas betrays Jesus (vv. 47-54) 

a. Jesus addresses Judas (vv. 47-48) 

b. Jesus quells his violent disciples (vv. 49-51) 

c. Jesus yields to the hour of dark power (vv. 52-54) 

II. Peter denies Jesus (vv. 55-62) 

a. The first denial (vv. 55-57) 

b. The second and third denials (vv. 58-60) 

c. Jesus reminds Peter of the word of the Lord (vv. 61-21) 
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5 Theological Outline – Luke 22:47-62 

Theological Proposition: When the power of darkness was allowed its time on earth, God 

permitted people (even disciples) who should have known better to betray, arrest, and deny they 

knew the Son of Man, the Lord Jesus. 

I. When Jesus was betrayed by a disciple (vv. 47-54) 

II. When Jesus was denied by a disciple (vv. 55-62) 
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6 Notes on Luke 22:47-62 

1. Possible OT readings. Zechariah 13:7-9.  Jeremiah 17:5-14.  Psalm 41. 

2. This passage is the beginning of the end for Jesus.  The reader can almost feel the pall of 

spiritual darkness descending upon the last night of Jesus’ earthly life.  When Judas leads the 

mob by night to Jesus, his betrayal of the Lord sets in motion a series of events that lead to 

Jesus being crucified.  But of course that is not the end of the story, as Luke records the 

resurrection of Christ, his subsequent post-resurrection appearances, and later (in his second 

volume: Acts) the work that Jesus continued to do from heaven through his body the church. 

3. Quotation: “As Good Friday dawns, all the human actors in the drama, from the humblest to 

the most powerful, are caught up in a superhuman contest.  Clashing systems gather for a 

fall, and the clash is between principalities and powers in the heavenly places; its 

consequences are inconceivably great.” ~ Michael Wilcock, Message of Luke, BST, 197. 

4. At first glance, the reader may conclude that God had lost control of events, and that the 

“power of darkness” had won the hour when Jesus was betrayed, abandoned, and denied by 

his disciples.  But upon further examination and deeper reflection, is it clear that God is still 

sovereign, even the betrayal and denial of Jesus by his friends was predicted in the 

Scriptures, and it all happened according to the definite foreknowledge, plan, and purpose of 

God.  Jesus had withstood Satan’s three-fold attack in the wilderness, and the Tempter had 

essentially withdrawn until an opportune time (Lk 4:13).  That time has now come.  Because 

Jesus prepared for Satan’s onslaught against him while praying in the garden on the Mount of 

Olives, Jesus was strengthened and ready for the hour of darkness’s power. 

5. Vv47-53.  These verses describe when and how Jesus was betrayed.  Not just by Judas, but 

by the Jewish religious leaders.  Betrayal is the theme.  J.C. Ryle notes that it is much easier 

to fight a little for Christ that to patiently suffer through trial, go to prison, and face death for 

Christ’s sake.  It is easier to be a Crusader than a Martyr.  Jesus wants Martyrs, not 

Crusaders.  Peter was a fighting Crusader by nature, but he learned humility through his 

experience of suffering and by watching Jesus during the hour of darkness’s power, and thus 

was prepared to die a humble Martyr. 

6. V47. There is a time connection between Jesus praying and Judas’s betrayal.  While Jesus 

was still speaking to the disciples, Judas arrived with the crowd, leading the way.  Since 

Judas had only hours before left Jesus in the Upper Room, think of all that must have 

happened to secretly mobilize the crowd at night!  The speed at which the conspirators 

organized the diverse crowd was astounding.  With Judas were the chief priests, the elders, 

officers of the temple (v. 52), Pharisees and a cohort (or a portion thereof) of Roman soldiers 

(600 men, about one-tenth of a legion; Jn 18:3, 12).  The Roman soldiers were probably 

deemed necessary since the temple officers had previously proved unreliable.  One time they 

sided with Jesus (Jn 7:32, 45)!  Nevertheless, the size of the crowd was very large.  Now, the 

way led by Judas who guessed correctly that Jesus was in the Garden of Gethsemane, swords 

in hand and torches blazing, both tearing at the darkness of night.  Luke’s gospel normally 
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describes the crowds around Jesus as friendly, but this crowd is hostile to Jesus.  They were 

supposed to be the leaders of Israel, highly respected and devout men who should have been 

welcoming Jesus as the Prince of Peace, the long-awaited Messiah of Israel.  Instead, they 

acted the posse, intent on capturing Jesus and delivering him over to execution.  The garden 

has turned into a snare, but Jesus, being ever in control, walks into it full knowing he will be 

captured.  He could have easily escaped, but purposefully did not. 

It was customary for disciples to greet their teacher with a kiss, communicating devotion, 

affection, and submission (cf. 1 Thess 5:26).  But Judas’s kiss is a horribly ironic sign for the 

crowd he leads to identify Jesus in the dark (cf. Mk 14:44).  The sign of affection is deformed 

into a sign of defection (cf. misused kisses: Gen 27:46-47; 2 Sam 15:5; 20:9; Prov 7:13; 

27:6).  It is even possible that Judas kissed Jesus repeatedly and fervently (cf. Mk 14:44-45), 

heightening his hypocrisy and betrayal, for this is what Mark’s Greek word for kiss 

[katafile,w / kataphileo] often means in the NT.  Even so, the signal meant: “Arrest this one.  

He is Jesus.”  Judas carried out his plan to identify Jesus for the authorities (cf. Mt 26:48-49).  

But it was not necessary because John’s gospel tells us Jesus identified himself to the crowd 

(Jn 18:4-5). 

Here we see Judas Iscariot’s true allegiance.  He is not a true disciple of Jesus.  He is 

deceitful and an enemy of Jesus.  His father is not God the Father of truth, but Satan the 

Father of lies (cf. Jn 8:44; 13:27).  He is used by Satan who possessed him.  His kiss is not 

the warm greeting of a friend but a wound of an enemy (cf. Prov 27:6).  The historicity of 

this account is undeniable because no one in the early church would have created a story of 

Jesus’ disciple betraying him. 

7. V48. Jesus recognized the sinister purpose of the kiss.  He asked Judas whether he would 

betray the Son of Man (the Messiah!) with a kiss.  Jesus must have felt deeply wounded by 

his disciple.  The kiss was the kiss of death by a traitor.  The early Christians greeted each 

other with a holy kiss (Rom 16:16; 1 Cor 16:20; 2 Cor 13:12; 1 Thess 5:26); here Judas 

greets Jesus with the unholiest kiss of all.  Jesus knew beforehand that he would be betrayed 

into the hands of men, and that it would lead to his death.  Luke prepares the reader for this 

moment by describing the events that led up to it (Lk 9:44; 18:32; 20:20; 22:4, 6, 21-22; 

24:7). 

8. Vv49-51.  Peter is making mistakes and acting rashly again.  Warren Wiersbe comments, 

“Peter had been sleeping when he should have been praying, talking when he should have 

been listening, and boasting when he should have been fearing.  Now he was fighting when 

he should have been surrendering!”1 

9. V49. Jesus’ other disciples understood what was happening.  They knew that Jesus was about 

to arrested and delivered to the religious leaders in Jerusalem who were his (and their) 

enemies.  They remembered that Jesus predicted the Son of Man would be betrayed into the 

hands of men (Lk 9:44).  They saw that if they were to rescue their Lord, they must act now.  

                                                 

1 Warren Wiersbe, Bible Exposition Commentary, Vol. 1, 270. 
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Earlier the disciples had asked Jesus whether they needed swords (Lk 22:36-38) and Jesus 

had replied in such a manner that they didn’t understand that violence is not the prerogative 

of the church.  So now his disciples asked whether the time had come to strike with the 

sword.  Swords were commonly worn as a protection against thieves. 

10. Application: Luke included the rhetorical question about whether to use force so his audience 

will pause.  We need to think carefully about this.  There is a zealous tendency in disciples to 

protect Jesus by force.  Whether the force is one of words or physical acts of violence, 

Christians sometimes believe a situation calls for the Church to attack God’s enemies.  But 

this is not the way of Jesus, for he will fight the battle in his own way and in his own time. 

11. V50. Because Jesus had time to answer his disciples, one of them struck the high priest’s 

servant and cut off his right ear (John tells us that Peter was the disciple, and he cut off the 

ear of Malchus; cf. Jn 18:10).  Blood everywhere.  Screams of rage, fear, and pain.  Surely 

the air was tense and the crowd was about to up the ante in wielding their own weapons.  

Peter may have thought this first swipe of the sword would precipitate the final 

eschatological war when God’s holy angels would appear and destroy the Romans and usher 

in the Messianic kingdom.  Such was the eschatological fervor of the time.  The disciples 

thought the restoration of God’s kingdom to Jerusalem was imminent, but they didn’t 

understand the times nor the nature of the kingdom (cf. Acts 1:6-8). 

12. V51. But Jesus defused the tension with words and acts of peacemaking.  Even in the midst 

of confusion, tension, and turmoil Jesus never lost his head.  He yelled out to his disciples 

that the sword was not the answer, “No more of this!”  Jesus had always abhorred violence, 

instead teaching Christians must love their enemies (Lk 6:27-31).    The crowd must have 

heeded Jesus’ words, for they allowed him room for an act of mercy.  Jesus reached out to the 

wounded man, touching his ear and healing him.  Only Luke records this event.  Jesus used 

his last moment of freedom to heal a man who was instrumental is his arrest, and to protect 

his disciples so none of them would be lost (except Judas the “son of perdition”).  An act of 

selfless love.  What compassion!  What tenderness!  What power!  Surely Jesus is in control, 

allowing himself to be captured by the crowd. 

13. Illustration & Application: Rendering good for evil.  Loving your enemies.  Peter was 

fighting the wrong enemy with the wrong weapon, for our enemies are not flesh and blood 

and they cannot be defeated with swords but with spiritual weapons (2 Cor 10:3-6; Eph 6:10-

18).  Jesus fought the temptations of Satan in the wilderness with the sword of the Spirit (the 

Word of God; Mt 4:1-11).  This is our only weapon against our spiritual foes as well (Eph 

6:17; Heb 4:12).  Peter’s attitude and strategy were wrong as well.  While Jesus was yielding 

to the will of God, Peter was declaring war.  It is impossible to call him Christ-like in his 

response to his situation because he is at cross-purposes with God’s kingdom design (Jn 

18:36).  His bad example is a good warning for us today.  When we are following near Jesus 

(even in his presence), it is possible for sincere Christians to think, feel, and act very much 

like non-Christians.  The world will not value imitating Jesus, but Christians must value 

Christ-likeness (2 Tim 2:24).  Grace is better than malice (Ps 103:10).  The church has every 

spiritual resource for Christ-like response to temptation and suffering.  There is a subtle 

strength in passively resisting the dark powers of this world by relying on the active defense 

of God. 
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14. Quotation& Application: “Each of us must decide whether we will go through life 

pretending, like Judas; or fighting, like Peter; or yielding to God’s perfect will, like Jesus.  

Will it be the kiss, the sword, or the cup?” ~ Wiersbe, Luke, Bible Exposition Commentary, 

Vol. 1, 270.  I might add assimilating, like the rest of the disciples.  These four responses are 

representative types.  How to live as a Christian in a culture that is hostile to Jesus?  One way 

is to pretend to be a Christian to please our religious friends and family, but to actually side 

with the world.  A second way is to be a culture warrior on the side of Christianity, 

demanding our rights and objecting that we need to turn our culture back to Jesus through 

force (enacting legislation, political activism, and demonizing opposition).  A third way is to 

assimilate, not pretending to be a Christian but pretending to be no different than the world 

and surrounding culture that is non-Christian or even anti-Christian.  The fourth way, the way 

of Jesus, is the way of the cup of suffering, yielding to the will of God for the kingdom of 

God to come to this world through loving our enemies, patiently enduring suffering, and 

being faithful to Christ in a peaceful, countercultural way.  Trusting God for faithfulness and 

obedience, and being content as Christians to let the chips fall where they may.  This calls not 

for a division between life as a Christian in God’s kingdom and life as a citizen in a worldly 

kingdom.  We do live in two kingdoms, but we must do so as Christian citizens—citizens of 

God’s kingdom first and foremost.  For in the final analysis, our citizenship is not of this 

world, but in heaven (Eph 2:19; Phil 3:20). 

15. Apologetics: Why does John record the name of the healed man as Malchus?  One possibility 

is that the man later became a Christian, and had an amazing testimony of how Jesus touched 

him, healed him, and had forgiven him his sins, even the sin of arresting Jesus.  Equipped 

with a name, Christians who lived in Jerusalem could ask Malchus himself how Jesus’ arrest 

transpired.  Another possibility is that Malchus remained the high priest’s officer-in-charge, 

and because of Peter cutting off his ear he held a personal grudge against the early church.  

One in such a position who was an opponent of Christ would have a story attached to his 

name to explain his animosity toward the early church.  Either way, Luke (or some other 

Christian) did not make up the details of Jesus’ arrest.  He checked with eye witnesses and 

documented his sources so they could be cross-examined.  What we read in the gospels is 

history, not legend. 

16. Quotation: “There is one phenomenon in the Gospels that has never been satisfactorily 

explained.  In concerns names.  Many characters in the Gospels are unnamed, but others are 

named.  I want to suggest now the possibility that many of these named characters were 

eyewitnesses who not only originated the traditions to which their names are attached but 

also continued to tell these stories as authoritative guarantors of their traditions.  In some 

cases the Evangelists may well have known them.” ~ Richard Bauckman, Jesus and the 

Eyewitnesses, 39 

17. V52. Next Jesus addressed the chief priests, the commanders (police officers responsible for 

keeping the peace) of the temple, and the elders of the people.  They were present in the 

crowd, there to arrest Jesus.  They had conspired to put him to death because he disturbed the 

peace of Jerusalem and threatened their positions of power.  Jesus rebuked them for the way 

they had come out against Jesus was incongruous with the situation.  They targeted Jesus as 

if he were a robber, showing up armed with swords and clubs.  This may have been Jesus’ 

way of shaming the crowd and blaming them for the escalating violence.  But his accusers 
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refused to listen and would charge him before the Roman rulers with crimes worthy of 

robbers and insurrectionists (Lk 23:5, 14, 19, 25).  His disciples were not men who normally 

wielded the sword in defense of their master.  They had never done so before because Jesus 

would never permit such a thing.  He is a rabbi, a peaceful man, and not a robber.  So why do 

the crowds fear him so? 

Note the Greek word for robber used here, lh|sth,j [lēstēs], can mean robber, bandit, 

revolutionary, or insurrectionist depending on the context (cf. Lk 10:30, 36).  To Jews, these 

people were patriotic freedom fighters, but to Romans they were common criminals.   

18. V53. Jesus argued that they didn’t have to arrest him at night in private like this.  Jesus had 

been present with them day after day in the temple where he was publically teaching.  That’s 

what Jewish rabbis do!  Jesus pointed out that when he was publically accessible they did not 

lay hands on him.  Why?  Presumably because they feared the people who supported and 

loved Jesus.  They were afraid of a riot breaking out against them.  Thus those in the crowd 

were cowards, unwilling to face the public reaction to their actions now.  Jesus operated in 

the light, not the darkness like his opponents.  The fact that Jesus taught publically rather 

than in secret was proof that he was not a revolutionary.  His enemies in the crowd were 

treating him like a criminal, which was demonstrably false.  But Jesus accepted and 

permitted his arrest because he knew it was his heavenly Father’s will.  It was the will of God 

to crush his Suffering Servant, and this was the hour when God would withhold the 

protection of his Servant and deliver him over to the power of darkness (Isa 53:7-10).  That it 

is an hour connotes a limited timetable when God will let evil powers have free reign (e.g., 

Lk 21:24; Jn 19:11; Acts 4:27-28; Rom 13:11).  This hour of betrayal belonged to God’s 

enemies because God had granted the time to them to mysteriously accomplish the salvation 

of his people.  The treatment Jesus receives is ordained, but it is not just.  This “hour” will 

see evil people “treacherously betray, mockingly abuse, falsely accuse, and wrongly 

condemn the Son of Man.”2  Our enemies are cosmic dark powers, the spiritual forces of evil 

(cf. Lk 4:6; 22:3; Eph 6:12; Col 1:13 cf. Acts 26:18; 1 Thess 5:4-8).  It was fitting that Jesus 

was arrested at night, under the influence of Satan the Prince of darkness, for the powers of 

darkness are secret, clandestine, and hate the light (cf. Jn 13:30). It is the last desperate 

attempt by the powers of darkness to thwart God’s plan of salvation.  Ironically, evil will be 

overcome in Jesus’ death and resurrection.  God is in control. 

19. Quotation: “The most diabolical of all the schemes of Satan was not only countered at every 

point by a superior plan of God’s devising.  It was actually woven into that plan, and made to 

serve its ends.  And if that was what God could do with the master-lot of hell, then there can 

be no evil which he cannot in the end turn to blessing.” ~ Michael Wilcock, Message of Luke, 

BST, 197. 

20. Application: Jesus was not a common criminal.  He taught in the temple, and healed many 

throughout his public ministry.  The crowd misread him.  Do we sense how badly Jesus is 

misread by his opponents?  This “threat” to the religious leaders and to Israel used the 

                                                 

2 ESV Literary Study Bible, 1578. 
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occasion of his arrest to mercifully heal one of his enemies.  Even so, the crowd focused on 

their hatred and preconceived notions about Jesus.  The world does the same today as it 

misreads Jesus, and thus misreads his followers. 

21. Illustration: Sin is deceptive, hypocritical, and self-justifying.  Think of the stories of 

husbands who give their wives gifts of affection while having a secret mistress.  Think of the 

stories of employees of charities or relief organizations stealing donated money given for the 

poor.  People try to cover their sin tracks, but the footprints will always match the person 

sinning.  This is the way sin often operates.  Inconsistent, ironic, hypocritical, diabolical. 

22. Vv54-62.  Synoptic parallel passages in Matthew 26:57ff and Mark 14:53ff.  This passage is 

about how the disciples abandoned Jesus, even Peter who followed Jesus to the Jewish 

Council.  Peter appeared to be brave at first, as the only disciple who did not flee into the 

night.  Peter followed Jesus to see what would happen to him.  But Peter ended up denying 

Jesus three times, thus falling the furthest compared to the other disciples.  The theme of 

these verses is denying Jesus.  Other passion predictions begin to be fulfilled (Lk 9:22; 18:32; 

22:34).  Thus begins the Via Dolorosa (the Way of Suffering) that Jesus walked to the cross 

and innumerable pilgrims follow (even reenact!) in his footsteps. 

23. V54. After arresting him, the crowd led Jesus away in the middle of the night to the high 

priest’s home.  The whole ordeal was a rush job because the Jewish authorities wanted Jesus 

executed before the Sabbath to move on to celebrate the Passover.  The ruling high priest was 

Caiaphas (Mt 26:57).  It was he who probably took the initiative to arrest Jesus.  The Jewish 

Council (Sanhedrin) met in the high priest’s home on this morning, perhaps to ensure 

secrecy, or non-scandalously because it was the location to perform official business.  There 

is some confusion regarding whose home hosted the trial: Annas or his son-in-law Caiaphas 

(cf. Mt 26:57; Jn 18:13, 24)? It is likely that Caiaphas (the ruling high priest) shared a home 

with his father-in-law Annas (a former ruling high priest).  John’s gospel records Jesus 

appearing first before Annas, then Caiaphas (Jn 18:13, 24).  Only Jesus’ disciple Peter 

followed the crowd, and he only at a distance.  Peter was trying to keep his promise to Jesus, 

but at what he thought was a safe distance (Lk 22:33).  Other gospel accounts record that the 

remaining disciples had fled the scene in the garden upon Jesus’ arrest (cf. Mt 26:56 || Mk 

14:50).  At this point Peter appears bravest and most faithful of all.  The gospel of Matthew 

tells us that Peter followed “to see the end” (Mt 26:58).  Note that all the gospels give more 

attention to the various trials (Jewish and Roman) of Jesus compared to his crucifixion.  The 

reason for this emphasis is to explain why Jesus was rejected by his own people the Jews, 

why the Romans put him to death, and to show clearly that Jesus is both the Son of God and 

King of the Jews. 

24. Application: How far off are you from Jesus in following him?  At enough distance to be 

safe, to keep your reputation, to remain undercover in the midst of the world and Christ’s 

enemies?  Do not be fooled into a false sense of safety.  The further way from Christ you 

follow him, the easier it will be to fall into temptation to deny him.  To compromise.  To hide 

your Christian identity.  To explain your love for God as respectable religion.  To save your 

skin.  Peter discovered that following Jesus privately at a distance was inadequate and 

ultimately faithless.  Learn where following at a distance leads.  To weeping bitter and 

shameful tears as you wilt under Jesus’ gaze. 



Luke 22:47-62 Brian M. Sandifer 

Heritage Presbyterian Church 14 9/7/2014 

25. Vv55-57.  Peter demonstrated courage, but it failed him when his own safety was threatened.  

He had not prayed like Jesus for God’s strength to avoid falling into temptation.  Whereas 

Jesus was fortified by an angel from heaven, Peter asked for no such help.  He relied on his 

devotion, which although sincere, was weak in the face of temptation and danger.  When his 

strength failed, he yielded to temptation. 

26. V55. Those in the hostile crowd who were not participating in Jesus’ trial before the Jewish 

Council were setting up in the courtyard outside house.  They kindled a fire in the middle of 

the courtyard, probably for warmth and light, and sat down around the fire.  Peter sat down 

with them. 

27. Vv56-60.  When the reader harmonizes all four accounts of Peter’s denials, a more intense 

scene emerges.  Each gospel writer records slightly different details regarding what happened 

in the courtyard of the high priest’s house.  The point is to emphasize Peter’s denial of Christ 

before the rooster crows, just as Jesus had predicted Peter would do.  When we try to 

understand the various details and put them into a comprehensive picture, it becomes 

apparent that Peter was surrounded by more than a few of Jesus’ enemies who were accusing 

him and talking about him.  The environment was hostile, excitable, and dangerous.  Peter 

was under intense social pressure to hide his Christian identity.  He clearly feared for his life.  

Matthew and Mark record that Peter called down curses on himself and swore that he didn’t 

know Jesus.  He might have said something like, “May God do this or that to me if it be true 

that I am or ever was a disciple of Jesus!”3  People in the courtyard must have thought, 

“Methinks thou dost protest too much.”  The more Peter protested, the more he revealed 

himself to be a liar and a poor disciple of Jesus. 

28. V56. While Peter was sitting among the hostile crowd around the fire, a servant 

(bondservant, slave) girl noticed him and stared at him.  She concluded that Peter (this man) 

had been with Jesus, and she said so aloud. 

29. V57. Peter, probably taken by surprise and floored by the sudden incriminating accusation, 

denied the woman’s testimony and thereby denied Jesus (the first time), claiming that he did 

not know Jesus.  His denial sounds like the formulaic language of the Jewish synagogue 

disowning members of the community: “We no longer know you.” 

30. Vv58-59.  Either the second or third person to accuse Peter of being one of Jesus’ disciples 

was a relative of Malchus, the high priest’s servant whose ear Peter had cut off in the Garden 

of Gethsemane (Jn 18:26).  The relative recognized Peter as a man with Jesus in the Garden. 

31. V58. Then some time passed, and someone else (Mark tells the story such that the second 

accusation came also from the same servant girl; Mk 14:69) saw Peter and recognized him as 

a man who had been with Jesus.  The man called Peter out to the crowd, accusing him of also 

being “one of them” (a disciple of Jesus).  Peter denied the man and thereby denied Jesus (the 

second time), claiming that he was not one of them (“Man, I am not”).  Clearly Peter was a 

topic of the servants’ conversation around the fire. 

                                                 

3 William Hendriksen, Luke, NTC, 995. 
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32. V59. Then about an hour transpired while Peter sat with the crowd in the courtyard, the open-

air court in the middle of (surrounded by) the high priest’s palace.  In this hour Peter was 

probably talking, listening, and observing those around the fire.  Maybe he was not thinking 

about how he had already denied Jesus twice, for it seems that he did not realize his denials 

until the rooster crowed and Jesus looked at him.  Finally a third person spoke up in the 

crowd, insisting that Peter was a man who was with Jesus since his distinct Galilean accent 

gives him away (cf. Mt 27:73; Lk 23:6; Jdg 12:5-6).  Jesus was a Galilean, and all his 

disciples (except Judas) were from Galilee.  People from Jerusalem looked down upon 

Galileans possibly because of their regional pronunciations and lack of urban and religious 

sophistication. 

33. V60. Peter replied to the man, objecting vociferously (with cursing and swearing; cf. Mt 

26:74 || Mk 14:71) to the accusation by claiming that he doesn’t even know what the man is 

talking about.  This third denial is irrational, since it is unlikely that anyone in the crowd was 

ignorant of Jesus and his trial before the Jewish Council.  Immediately while Peter was 

uttering his third denial, the rooster crowed—just as Jesus has predicted (Lk 22:34).  Despite 

some commentators guessing that the cock crow was figuratively the Roman bugle call 

(gallicinium) at 3:00 am, this is a literal rooster crowing in the morning. 

34. V61. When Peter had finished denying Jesus, and after the rooster crowed, Jesus turned and 

looked at Peter.  Only Luke documents Jesus looking at Peter after the denial.  Either Peter 

had been within sight and earshot of Jesus the whole time, or Jesus was being transferred 

from the house to his next trial when he looked at Peter.  He didn’t even have the courage to 

confess Christ in the presence of Christ!  At this point, Peter recalled what Jesus had told him 

about his inevitable denial before the rooster crowing three times this day.  Luke calls this 

saying “the word of the Lord” in Scriptural fashion.  Jesus proved he knew Peter better than 

Peter knew himself. 

The crowing of the rooster would communicate to Peter and should have encouraged him.  

That Jesus, despite his circumstances, was still in control.  It is all happening according to the 

word of the Lord.  That Peter, despite his predicted denial, would be predictably restored.  

This is what the Lord had said, that Peter would be forgiven this great sin and then strengthen 

his brothers (Lk 22:32).  That Peter, despite hitting bottom, would rise again with the hope of 

a new day signaled by the rooster crowing.  Peter is not finished as a disciple.  After all, Peter 

knew Jesus looked at him because Peter was looking to Jesus at that moment.  He has not 

permanently disqualified himself, as much as Satan must have been accusing his conscience.  

His future was not destroyed, for a new day of righteousness would dawn with his repentance 

(1 Jn 1:9).  Satan would have us hear the “crowing of the rooster” after we fail Jesus as the 

bitter end, but God would have us hear the same as his reminder to repent and believe afresh 

for cleansing of all unrighteousness, so as to live to the Lord again. 

35. V62. The man Jesus called “Rock” was crushed to pieces under pressure.  Peter was stricken 

with sorrow and grief.  Jesus’ one look had broken his heart.  He left the fire in the courtyard 

and wept bitterly, although it shows Peter’s predicted repentance has already begun (Lk 

22:32).  One look from Jesus was enough to drive Peter to godly sorrow and repentance.  His 

actions reveal what his heart believes but what his lips failed to say.  He tastes the bitterness 

of his tears.  This is what sin tastes like to a repentant believer (Jer 2:19; Prov 14:14; Job 
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42:6).  This is a low point in the gospel account.  Jesus’ last ally has denied him when all 

others had abandoned or betrayed him.  The last obstacle to Jesus’ passion has fallen.  This 

hour had truly been the power of darkness.  God had providentially arranged the chess pieces 

on the board of redemptive history to clear the way for Jesus’ trial, crucifixion, death, burial, 

resurrection, and ascension. 

36. Application: This passage (and those which proceed it and directly related) shows us the 

steps Peter took that led to his great fall.  J.C. Ryle lists them as such.  (1) Proud self-

confidence.  Peter did not believe he was capable of so great a fall of denying Jesus.  He is 

Peter, the Rock!  (2) Apathetic neglect of prayer.  When Jesus knew he must pray to escape 

withstand temptation in trial, and warned his disciples to do the same, Peter slept rather than 

prayed.  (3) Vacillating indecision.  Peter fought, then fled, then turned and followed, but 

only at a distance.  He was not very resolute.  What is this goal?  Did he stop to think?  (4) 

Mingling with bad company.  He followed the crowd that arrested Jesus, went to the high 

priest’s house, sat down and talked a little with those who were party to arresting Jesus, and 

surely witnessed all kinds of evil in their company.  (5) Overwhelmed with fear and suddenly 

charged with being a disciple.  This step naturally followed the first four.  His descent into 

foolishness was already steep, and so his denials of Christ were, as Ryle says, “the disease 

coming to a head.”  We must learn to beware backsliding.  To fear the little, “respectable” 

sins that we easily excuse but fail to recognize where they lead.  If we learn the way of the 

Lord, we cannot know where our steps will take us.  To step off the path of faithfulness is to 

court imminent danger.  He who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and he who 

is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much (Lk 16:10).  Peter’s fall also teaches us 

how very far a Christian may fall.  Peter had great spiritual privileges, yet he fell hard into 

such a great sin as denying Jesus.  The very best Christians are similarly very weak, even at 

their best!  If the grace of God does not hold you up, and you do not watch and pray, you are 

capable of the worst sins imaginable.  Know thyself as a sinner saved by grace.  Martin 

Luther described the Christian as simul justes et peccator (simultaneously righteous and 

sinner).  Put away all pride in your level of spiritual maturity.  What do you have that you did 

not receive (1 Cor 4:6-7).  Never presume upon the grace of God.  Take heed lest you fall.  

Prides comes before a fall.  “When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with the humble is 

wisdom” (Prov 11:2). “Before destruction a man's heart is haughty, but humility comes 

before honor” (Prov 18:12). 

37. Application: “Unable to stand up for his Lord for even 12 hours, [Peter] had failed as a 

disciple and as a friend.  We need to be aware of our own breaking points and not become 

overconfident or self-sufficient.  If we fail him, we must remember that Christ can use those 

who recognize their failure.  From this humiliating experience Peter learned much that would 

help him later when he assumed leadership of the young church.”4  Peter’s heart is like yours: 

deceitful and exceedingly corrupt (Jer 17:9).  The one who confessed, “You are the Christ, 

the Son of the Living God” also said, “I don’t know what you are talking about!”  Jesus is 

more aware of our thoughts, words, and actions than we care to believe.  Put yourself in the 

place of Peter, with the Lord Jesus, your friend, elder brother, Savior, Redeemer, and Master 

                                                 

4 NKJV Life Application Study Bible, 1885. 
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looking intently at you when you sin.  Not with condemnation, but as Matthew Henry wrote, 

but with convincing (“you do know me”), admonishing (“you were the one quick to confess 

me”), compassion (“you are fallen unless I help you”), directing (“you need to go think about 

your heart”), and significance (“you need my grace along with the reminding rooster crow”).  

We ought to prayerfully resolve to be prepared for the trials and temptations that will cause 

us to fall away from Christ apart from his grace and intercessory prayer for us to remain 

faithful.  Only by prayer will we bear fruit in the midst of trial and temptation (Lk 8:15; 

21:19).  But also note the example of Peter.  Here is the first leader of the early church, the 

first of the apostles, whose fall from grace was tremendous and embarrassing.  Yet he is 

restored by Jesus himself.  The church ought to forgive its leaders and even restore them to 

leadership roles with a convincing display of repentance.  The goal of the church should not 

be to shoot its wounded, but to restore them.  One might argue that Peter’s sin was so grave 

as to disqualify him from future service.  But Jesus didn’t think so.  As Peter repented and 

returned to the Lord, the Lord forgave him and restored him (Jn 21:15-19).  Though Peter’s 

failure was great, his victory through restoration is still greater, made possible because Jesus 

forgives and restores from the greatest of sins.  Peter knew from his own experience was is 

necessary to gain the strength to confess Jesus and resist the devil (1 Pet 5:5-9). 
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8 Sermon References 

Ephesians 6:12  For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against 
the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this 
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 

Revelation 12:1-4  And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed 
with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of 
twelve stars.  2 She was pregnant and was crying out in birth pains and the 
agony of giving birth.  3 And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a 
great red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads seven 
diadems.  4 His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven and cast them 
to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to 
give birth, so that when she bore her child he might devour it. 

Acts 4:26-28  The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers were 
gathered together, against the Lord and against his Anointed'--  27 for truly 
in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, 
whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles 
and the peoples of Israel,  28 to do whatever your hand and your plan had 
predestined to take place. 

Deuteronomy 21:22-23  "And if a man has committed a crime punishable 
by death and he is put to death, and you hang him on a tree,  23 his body 
shall not remain all night on the tree, but you shall bury him the same day, 
for a hanged man is cursed by God. You shall not defile your land that the 
LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance. 

1 Peter 5:5-7   Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. 
Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for "God 
opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble."  6 Humble yourselves, 
therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may 
exalt you,  7 casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 

Jeremiah 17:9-10  The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately 
sick; who can understand it?  10 "I the LORD search the heart and test the 
mind, to give every man according to his ways, according to the fruit of his 
deeds." 

 




