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Luke 22:63-71 “Jesus the Christ: Son of Man and God” September 14, 2014 

OT Lesson: Psalm 2  Brian M. Sandifer 

Jesus was cruelly abused by evil men, who handed him over the next day to evil rulers who judged him 

guilty of blasphemously claiming to be the Son of God, ironically sitting in judgment over God’s 

appointed Judge of all men. If Jesus is the Son of God, then to reject him and his claim is blasphemy. 

Introduction – Søren Kierkegaard, the 19th century Danish philosopher, couldn’t stand his own culture. It 

drove him nuts to see Christendom yawn and carry on a life of politeness, civility and boredom—a 

passive form of blasphemy. 

I. The Charges 

A. Assuming false identity (vv. 64, 67, 69-70) 

1. Prophet. This title for Jesus appears 5 times in Luke. Claiming to be a prophet was probably 

not enough to arouse the ire of the Jewish religious leaders. 

2. Christ. This title for Jesus appears 12 times in Luke. “Christ” is a royal title that emphasizes 

Jesus as the final human heir to David’s throne. Claiming to be the Christ, the anointed king of 

the Jews, was considered blasphemous by the Jewish religious leaders and seditious by Rome. 

3. Son of Man. Jesus referred to himself by this title 25 times in Luke. Refers to Daniel 7:13-14, 

the one who will rule the kingdom of God.  It was understood as messianic. 

4. Son of God. Appears only 6 times in Luke, and only 1 time does Jesus take the title for 

himself (22:70). Refers to the relationship that Jesus uniquely enjoys with his Heavenly Father. 

As Son of God, Jesus is equal to God the Father in his divinity or god-ness (cf. Jn 1:1). Claiming 

to be the Son of God was considered absolutely blasphemous by the Jewish religious leaders. 

B. Blasphemy (Mt 26:63-66; Mk 14:61-64) 

Blasphemy is “an impious utterance or action concerning God or sacred things.” A theological 

definition is the crime of assuming to oneself the rights or qualities of God. Blasphemy according to 

Judaism is an act of cursing or reviling God. From the perspective of Jesus’ enemies, he reviled God 

(Judaism definition) by making himself equal with God (theological definition). 

II. The Examination 

A. Mocking and abusive police (vv. 63-65) 

Before his trial, Jesus was mocked and beaten. He had predicted this would happen to him (Lk 9:22; 

17:25; 18:32-33; cf. Isa 50:6; 53:3-5). The men who held custody of Jesus were probably officers of 

the temple. In an act of police brutality, they blindfolded Jesus, punched him, and challenged him to 

identify who did it, mocking his reputation as a prophet (Lk 4:24; 7:16, 39; 13:33; 24:19). 

B. A kangaroo court (vv. 66-68; Mt 26:59-62; Mk 14:55-60; Jn 18:13-28) 

1. All the gospel writers “telescope” their narratives, condensing them to highlight Jesus’ 

identity and the Council’s corruption. Luke does not include the inaccurate charges that Jesus 

claimed to someday destroy the temple, or the judgment that he deserves death (cf. Mt 26:61, 65-

66; Mk 14:58, 63-64). He skips the pre-trial meetings with Annas (Jn 18:13) and Caiaphas (Jn 

18:24), the preliminary questioning, the calling of rogue witnesses, Jesus’ silence, and the high 

priest tearing his robe as a symbolic act of witnessing blasphemy. 
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2. The key issue is whether Jesus claimed to be the Christ. The Council wanted to hear first-

hand testimony so Jesus would incriminate himself. Jesus borrowed the words that Jeremiah the 

prophet spoke to King Zedekiah of Judah (Jer 38:15). Jesus is like faithful Jeremiah, and they are 

like faithless Zedekiah! In answering this way, Jesus is showing their hypocrisy. They had 

already made up their minds, so a genuine court examination to arrive at the truth was impossible. 

C. Self-incriminating testimony (vv. 69-70) 

1. From now on they will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of God’s power (cf. Heb 

1:3; 8:1; 10:12; 12:2; 1 Pet 3:22; Acts 2:33; 5:31; 7:55-56; Rom 8:34; Eph 1:20; Col 3:1). The 

time is coming when Jesus will be in a place of higher authority than the Jewish Council, higher 

than any authority in heaven. At God’s right hand, Jesus is the believer’s advocate and the 

unbeliever’s prosecutor (Lk 12:8-9). Soon Jesus will be judging them! 

2. They feel threatened by Jesus, because he answers in a way that makes them feel they are the 

ones on trial. So they ask him plainly whether or not he is the Son of God. Now Jesus’ answer is 

simply brilliant. In essence, he says, “You said it!” or “What you say is true, but you do not 

understand what “Christ” means.” It is a Greek expression that means “Yes” but also deflects 

responsibility back to the inquirer (cf. Mt 26:25, 64). 

III. The Verdict & Sentence 

A. Jesus is judged guilty and sentenced to death (v. 71; Mt 26:66) 

The Jewish religious leaders take Jesus’ answer as a Yes. They judge Jesus as guilty of blasphemy 

and worthy of death because they believe he cannot be who he claims to be. Even so, the charge of 

blasphemy is not enough to convince the Romans to convict Jesus. Thus they will present Jesus to the 

Romans as one claiming to be Christ, the King of the Jews and deliverer from Rome’s authority. 

B. Who is really on trial? (vv. 65, 71) 

1. When we read all the Gospel accounts of Jesus’ religious trial, it is obvious that Jesus is tried 

and found guilty of blasphemy. But Luke only uses the word for “blasphemy” once—to assign 

blame to the police who mock and abuse Jesus. Blasphemy is a direct sin against God. Only God 

can be blasphemed. By saying Jesus is blasphemed, Luke wants us to see that Jesus is God. Jesus’ 

trial also makes us consider the last words of the Jewish Council. “What further testimony do we 

need? We have heard it ourselves from his own lips.” 

2. Jesus’ trial is in some ways your trial. When he rose from the dead and ascended to heaven to 

sit at his Father’s right hand of power, he showed himself to be the ruler and judge of the world. 

What you think of Jesus’ trial reveals what you think about him. If you are a Christian, in one 

sense Jesus is on trial for you. He died the death you should have died and lived the life you 

should have lived. In another sense, he is on trial with you. He stands with you before an 

unbelieving world that persecutes the true worshipers of God. Evil people killed God’s Son, 

therefore we should expect they will persecute his disciples. As he was vindicated, so you will be 

too. If you are not a Christian, then you need to realize Jesus proved he is the divine Son of Man 

by rising from the dead. He is reigning in heaven right now at the Father’s right hand. He is 

coming to save his people and heal the world of every kind of blasphemy (Rev 21:5-8; 22:12-15). 

Conclusion – I think many Christians have lost their sense of wonder, excitement, and urgency about the 

gospel. They believe the gospel, but it has little contact with their heart and life. If you take seriously the 

sin of blasphemy, and recognize a paltry attitude toward Jesus and all that is holy is a form of blasphemy, 

then you will seek forgiveness and change with all your heart. In other words, you will seek God. Take 

comfort in the testimony of the Apostle Paul, a former blasphemer who found salvation (1 Tim 1:12-17). 
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1 Original Language, Personal English Translation, and Textual Notes 

Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

Lk 22:63 Kai. oì a;ndrej oì sune,contej auvto.n 
evne,paizon auvtw/| de,rontej( 

And the men who were holding him [Jesus] 
in custody were mocking and beating him. 

 

Lk 22:64 kai. perikalu,yantej auvto.n evphrw,twn 
le,gontej\ profh,teuson( ti,j evstin o ̀
pai,saj seÈ 

They also blindfolded him and demanded, 
saying, “Prophesy!  Who is it who struck 
you?” 

 

Lk 22:65 kai. e[tera polla. blasfhmou/ntej e;legon 
eivj auvto,nÅ 

And they said many other things against 
him, blaspheming him. 

 

Lk 22:66 Kai. ẁj evge,neto h̀me,ra( sunh,cqh to. 
presbute,rion tou/ laou/( avrcierei/j te 
kai. grammatei/j( kai. avph,gagon auvto.n 

eivj to. sune,drion auvtw/n 67  ¶ le,gontej\ 
eiv su. ei= o ̀cristo,j( eivpo.n hm̀i/nÅ ei=pen 
de. auvtoi/j\ eva.n um̀i/n ei;pw( ouv mh. 
pisteu,shte\ 

As it became day, the council of the people, 
the chief priests and the scribes, were 
gathered together, and they led him away to 
their council. 

 

Lk 22:67 le,gontej\ eiv su. ei= o ̀cristo,j( eivpo.n 
hm̀i/nÅ ei=pen de. auvtoi/j\ eva.n um̀i/n ei;pw( 
ouv mh. pisteu,shte\ 

“If you are the Christ,” they said, “tell us.”  
But he said to them, “If I told you all, you 
would not believe. 

 

Lk 22:68 eva.n de. evrwth,sw( ouv mh. avpokriqh/teÅ And if I would ask a question, you all would 
not answer. 

avpokriqh/te {B} 

While it might be argued that the words moi 
h' avpolu,shte have fallen out accidentally 

owing to homoeoteleuton (&hte…&hte) in the 

ancestor(s) of î75 a B L T 1241 al, such an 

explanation cannot account for the absence 
of the words h' avpolu,shte from Q ¦1 1365 

al. The Committee therefore was inclined to 
regard both moi and h' avpolu,shte as early 

glosses. 

Lk 22:69 avpo. tou/ nu/n de. e;stai ò uiò.j tou/ 
avnqrw,pou kaqh,menoj evk dexiw/n th/j 
duna,mewj tou/ qeou/Å 

But from now the Son of Man will be sitting 
at the right hand of the power of God.” 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

Lk 22:70 ei=pan de. pa,ntej\ su. ou=n ei= o ̀uiò.j tou/ 
qeou/È o ̀de. pro.j auvtou.j e;fh\ um̀ei/j 
le,gete o[ti evgw, eivmiÅ 

And they all said, “Are you then the Son of 
God?”  And he said to them, “You all say 
that I am.” 

 

Lk 22:71 oì de. ei=pan\ ti, e;ti e;comen marturi,aj 
crei,anÈ auvtoi. ga.r hvkou,samen avpo. tou/ 
sto,matoj auvtou/Å 

Then they said, “What need do we still have 
of testimony?  For we ourselves heard it 
from his mouth.” 
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2 Exegetical Outline (verse summary) – Luke 22:63-71 

V63. The men who were holding Jesus in custody were at the same time mocking and beating 

him. 

V64. The same men also blindfolded Jesus and demanded that he prophesy which of them had 

struck him. 

V65. The same men said many other blasphemous things against Jesus. 

V66. When the next day arrived, the council of the people’s elders (both the chief priests and 

scribes) were gathered together, and they led Jesus away to their council. 

V67. The elders said to Jesus that if he is the Christ, he should tell them.  Jesus replied that if he 

told them, they would not believe. 

V68. Jesus continued, objecting that if he asked them (the elders) a question, they would not 

answer. 

V69. Jesus claimed from now on the Son of Man will sit on the right hand of God’s power. 

V70. All the elders asked Jesus whether he is therefore the Son of God.  Jesus answered that they 

say that he is, thereby clearly implying an affirmative answer. 

V71. Then the elders conferred with each other, asking why they need any further testimony 

since they had heard Jesus’ testimony from his own mouth.  
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3 Exegetical Outline (full) – Luke 22:63-71 

I. Jesus is beaten and mocked (vv. 63-66) 

a. Statement of Jesus’ treatment (v. 63) 

• V63. The men who were holding Jesus in custody were at the same time 

mocking and beating him. 

b. Description of mocking and beating (v. 64) 

• V64. The same men also blindfolded Jesus and demanded that he prophesy 

which of them had struck him. 

c. Summary of Jesus being mocked (v. 65) 

• V65. The same men said many other blasphemous things against Jesus. 

II. Jesus’ trial before the Jewish Council (vv. 66-71) 

a. Setting the scene (v. 66) 

• V66. When the next day arrived, the council of the people’s elders (both the 

chief priests and scribes) were gathered together, and they led Jesus away to 

their council. 

b. The council’s first question: Is Jesus the Christ? (v. 67a) 

• V67a. The elders said to Jesus that if he is the Christ, he should tell them. 

c. Jesus’ answer: You won’t believe me, yet the Son of Man will reign (vv. 67b-69) 

• V67b. Jesus replied that if he told them, they would not believe. 

• V68. Jesus continued, objecting that if he asked them (the elders) a question, 

they would not answer. 

• V69. Jesus claimed from now on the Son of Man will sit on the right hand of 

God’s power. 

d. The council’s second question: Are you saying you are the Son of God? (v. 70a)  

• V70a. All the elders asked Jesus whether he is therefore the Son of God. 

e. Jesus’ answer: I am (v. 70b) 
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• V70b. Jesus answered that they say that he is, thereby clearly implying an 

affirmative answer. 

f. The council’s verdict: Jesus is guilty of claiming to be the Christ, the Son of Man, the 

Son of God (v. 71) 

• V71. Then the elders conferred with each other, asking why they need any 

further testimony since they had heard Jesus’ testimony from his own mouth.  
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4 Exegetical Outline (abbreviated) – Luke 22:63-71 

Exegetical Proposition: After Jesus was arrested at night in the Garden of Gethsemane, he was 

taken into custody where he was mocked and beaten, and the next day was tried by the Jewish 

Council who found him guilty of blasphemously claiming to be the Christ. 

I. Jesus is beaten and mocked (vv. 63-66) 

a. Statement of Jesus’ treatment (v. 63) 

b. Description of mocking and beating (v. 64) 

c. Summary of Jesus being mocked (v. 65) 

II. Jesus’ trial before the Jewish Council (vv. 66-71) 

a. Setting the scene (v. 66) 

b. The council’s first question: Is Jesus the Christ? (v. 67a) 

c. Jesus’ answer: You won’t believe me, yet the Son of Man will reign (vv. 67b-69) 

d. The council’s second question: Are you saying you are the Son of God? (v. 70a)  

e. Jesus’ answer: I am (v. 70b) 

f. The council’s verdict: Jesus is guilty of claiming to be the Christ, the Son of Man, the 

Son of God (v. 71) 
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5 Theological Outline – Luke 22:63-71 

Theological Proposition: Jesus was cruelly abused by evil men, who handed him over the next 

day to evil rulers who judged him guilty of blasphemously claiming to be the Christ, ironically 

sitting in judgment over God’s appointed Judge of all men. 

I. Evil men abuse the Christ (vv. 63-66) 

II. Evil rulers judge the Christ (vv. 66-71) 
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6 Notes on Luke 22:63-71 

1. Possible children’s sermon: Play a game of blindman’s buff/bluff.  I am the first blindman.  

Then explain how the jail custodians (bailiffs) played it with Jesus in a rough and mean way.  

They were the rough and mean with him, and then the religious leaders were rough and mean 

with him next.  They didn’t believe Jesus was special.  They didn’t believe he was a prophet, 

or God’s Son. 

2. Possible OT readings. Psalm 2; Psalm 110. 

3. In this passage we four titles applied to Jesus: Prophet, Christ, Son of Man, and Son of God. 

a. Prophet.  This title for Jesus appears 5 times in Luke.  Jesus calls himself a prophet 2 

times in Luke (4:24; 13:33).  Jews friendly to Jesus called him a prophet 2 times in 

Luke (7:16; 24:19).  A Jewish religious leader hostile to Jesus questioned whether he 

is a prophet 1 time in Luke (7:39).  Claiming to be a prophet was probably not enough 

to arouse the ire of the Jewish religious leaders. 

b. Christ.  This title for Jesus appears 12 times in Luke.  Jesus taught from the Scriptures 

the title of Christ should apply to him 3 times in Luke (20:41; 24:26, 46).  An angel 

gave this title to Jesus 1 time in Luke (2:11).  Luke referred to Jesus as the Christ 1 

time (2:26).  Luke records the people of Israel wonder 1 time if John the Baptist 

might be the Christ (3:15).  The demons know Jesus is the Christ 1 times in Luke 

(4:41).  Peter identified Jesus as the Christ 1 time (9:20).  The Jewish Council 

accused Jesus of claiming to be the Christ 3 times in Luke (22:67; 23:2, 35).  The 

thief on the cross taunted Jesus for claiming to be the Christ 1 time in Luke (23:39).  

Claiming to be the Christ, the king of the Jews, was considered blasphemous by the 

Jewish religious leaders. 

c. Son of Man.  Jesus referred to himself by this title 25 times in Luke (5:24; 6:5, 22; 

7:34; 9:22, 26; 44, 58; 11:30; 12:8, 10, 40; 17:22, 24, 26, 30; 18:8, 31; 19:10; 21:27, 

36; 22:22, 48, 69; 24:7).  This was Jesus’ favorite self-designation.  It was the least 

controversial title, but the way Jesus used it was clearly with a messianic 

understanding.  It is an allusion to Daniel 7, and was understood as messianic by the 

Jewish religious leaders. 

d. Son of God.  The title “Son of God” appears only 6 times in Luke, and only 1 time 

does Jesus take the title for himself (22:70).  The angel Gabriel called Jesus the Son 

of God 1 time in Luke (3:38).  Luke calls the first man Adam the “son of God” 1 time 

as a way to trace Jesus’ human lineage back to God.  Satan tempts Jesus as “the Son 

of God” in the wilderness 2 times in Luke (4:3, 9).  Early in Jesus’ public ministry 

Luke records 1 time a demon calling aloud that Jesus is the Son of God (4:41).  

Claiming to be the Son of God was absolutely considered blasphemous by the Jewish 

religious leaders.  They understood the titles “Christ,” “Son of Man,” and “Son of 

God” to describe a single person. 
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4. Vv63-71. Jesus is beaten, mocked, and blasphemed by his jail custodians (bailiffs), and later 

tried by the Jewish Council (Sanhedrin).  It is almost an “evil carnival” scene in its lunacy.  

They are making sport of Jesus’ predicament, having fun on this most sad night for Jesus and 

all who love him.  Jesus, who is the King of kings, receives mockery from those who own 

him worship.  They repeatedly beat him as he was blindfolded.  Every blow was a “sucker 

punch.”  And every word was spoken in blasphemy.  They knew what Jesus claimed to be, 

and they mocked him for claiming to be the Messiah.  They mocked Jesus’ ability to 

prophesy, and Jesus received it all without retaliating or speaking a word.  Thus the 

Christological doctrine in this passage is that Christ is a prophet, for his predictions are 

fulfilled and he is being taunted for his reputation as a prophet.  Later when the Jewish 

religious leaders brought him in for formal questioning, Jesus did respond to their questions.  

But he knew it was a sham trial.  His testimony would only be used against him.  If Jesus told 

the truth they would not believe him.  Finally, they got Jesus to “self-incriminate” with the 

evidence they thought necessary to execute him. 

5. V63. Before his trial, Jesus was mocked and beaten.  He had predicted this would happen to 

him (Lk 9:22; 17:25; 18:32-33; cf. Isa 50:6; 53:3-5).  The men who held custody of Jesus 

before the Jewish Council would examine him were probably leaders of the temple police 

(officers).  This first mocking (cf. Lk 18:32; 23:11, 36) regards Jesus as a prophet (cf. Lk 

7:39; 13:34; 24:19).  The men whose job is to protect Jesus for trial have already judged him 

guilty and worthy of reviling. 

6. V64. Jesus was an unusual and vulnerable prisoner.  The temple police blindfolded Jesus and 

challenged him to identify who struck him. They might have been playing a version of the 

popular game called “blindman’s buff/bluff” that has its origins in ancient Greece.  

Regardless, they were mocking his reputation for giving prophecy (Lk 4:24; 7:16, 39; 13:33; 

24:19).  They didn’t believe Jesus was a true prophet.  One interpretation of Isaiah 11:2-4 that 

some people held in the first century was that the Messiah could judge by smell without the 

use of sight or hearing. 

7. V65.  What is blasphemy?  According to Dictionary.com, few English speakers likely know 

this word, which means an impious utterance or action concerning God or sacred things.  A 

theological definition is the crime of assuming to oneself the rights or qualities of God.  

Interestingly, blasphemy according to Judaism is an act of cursing or reviling God, and one 

commits blasphemy by pronouncing the Tetragrammaton (YHWH) in the original but now 

forbidden manner instead of using the acceptable substitute Adonai (my Lord).  From the 

perspective of Jesus’ enemies, he reviled God (the definition from Judaism) by making 

himself equal with God (the theological definition). 

8. V65. Their behavior was shameful.  The carnal mind is hostile to God (Rom 8:7).  Ironically, 

Jesus will be tried for blasphemy (cf. Lk 12:10; 23:39; Mt 26:65; Mk 14:64), yet while in 

custody he is the object of blasphemy!  Only God can be blasphemed, although Christians 

can be the recipients of blasphemy as they represent Jesus Christ (cf. Acts 13:45; 18:6).  Luke 

is telling his readers that Jesus is God, and that when he claims to be the Son of Man and Son 

of God when testifying before the Jewish Council, he is telling the truth.  Luke summarizes 

the mockery Jesus received; generalizing and summarizing is a common literary device of 

Luke (cf. Lk 3:18; 8:3; Acts 15:35).  Note the example of Jesus for his followers to emulate 
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when they are persecuted for righteousness’ sake.  We should behave like Jesus when sinners 

ridicule us for following Jesus (cf. 1 Pet 2:18-25). 

9. Application: Those who mock and beat Jesus are those in the world who don’t take Jesus 

seriously.  Religion and spirituality are a game at best, and a shell game at worst.  Thus Jesus, 

as a religious leader, is a joke to be trifled with.  Their mocking and belittling of Jesus is not 

uncommon in our world.  This is so tragic because what they make light of is deadly serious.  

Life and Death, Eternal Life and Eternal Judgment.  These are the stakes, although some 

whistle on while Rome is burning.  Sin blinds people from what is significant.  Ironically, 

those who mock Jesus show themselves in need of him!  Pretending as if Christianity is 

beneath them, they actually reveal their desperate need of it. 

10. V66. NET sn Their council is probably a reference to the Jewish Sanhedrin, the council of seventy 

leaders. 

11. Vv66-71.  Note the Lukan account of Jesus’ trial before the Jewish Council is considerably 

shorter than the accounts in Matthew and Mark.  We must remember that all the gospel 

writers are “telescoping” their narratives, arranging them to tell the verdict of Jesus’ trials.  

Luke does not include the harsh charges that Jesus claimed to someday destroy the temple, or 

verdicts such that he deserves death (cf. Mt 26:61, 65-66; Mk 14:58, 63-64).  He skips the 

pre-trial meetings with Annas (Jn 18:13) and Caiaphas (Jn 18:24), the preliminary 

questioning, the calling of witnesses, Jesus’ saying about the temple’s destruction, Jesus’ 

silence, the high priest tearing his robe as a symbolic act of witnessing abomination, the 

second meeting of the Council.  Luke instead goes straight to the decisive question: Does 

Jesus believe he is the Christ?  By comparing Luke to Matthew and Mark, we discover which 

details are important for Luke’s audience.  It has been suggested that the Jewish Council did 

its best to clear Jesus of the charges, but they were unable because Jesus, perhaps with a 

death wish, incriminated himself.  But an objective reading of the historical details does not 

support this hypothesis.  Luke’s gospel account communicates elsewhere that the Jewish 

religious leaders desired to kill Jesus and thought he deserved it.  That the leaders and 

representatives of the Jewish nation were culpable for Jesus’ trial and death is a very sensitive 

subject for Jews today.  Note that Luke emphasizes it was the Jewish leadership that rejected 

Jesus.  The statement of faith that Jesus is the Christ will become more and more a stumbling 

stone for Israel (Acts 2:23; 3:14-15, 44-47; 7:52; 13:27-28; 18:5-6; 28:25-28).  The Jewish 

people responded positively toward Jesus.  Jesus was born a Jew.  The first Christians were 

mostly Jewish.  The leaders of the early church were all Jewish.  True Christianity is 

antithetical to anti-Semitism. 

12. Application: The trial of Jesus is really our trial.  When he rose from the dead and ascended 

to heaven to sit at his Father’s right hand of power, he showed himself to be the ruler and 

judge of the world.  What we think of Jesus’ trial reveals what we think about him.  In a 

sense, Jesus is on trial for us.  He stands where we ought to be standing as the unbelieving 

world persecutes the true worshipers of God, and as God tries and punishes sinners. 

13. V66. It was now Friday, the day that became Good Friday in the Church Year.  Mark’s gospel 

records two meetings of the Jewish Council (Mk 14:53-65; Mk 15:1).  Luke combines the 

meetings in his account.  The Jewish Council (Sanhedrin) was sometimes referred to as the 
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assembly of the elders (cf. Acts 22:5), which counted as its members both chief priests and 

scribes.  During Jesus’ time the Council in Jerusalem had 70 members (judges) and was 

controlled by the Sadducees (Acts 5:17), but leading Pharisees also gained a prominent role 

on the Council (Acts 23:7).  The class makeup of the 70-member Sanhedrin was the 

Sadducees (upper priestly class and lay aristocrats), the Pharisees (teachers of the law and 

scribes), and the elders (middle class laity).  The Council was the supreme court of the chief 

priests and elders in Jerusalem that interpreted and defended Jewish religious law (cf. Acts 

4:5-6, 23).  The Roman authorities gave it supreme authority in nearly all internal Jewish 

matters.  The Council met at daybreak, which was a requirement for the trial to legally pass 

the death sentence according to Jewish law.  Imagine dozens of elders meeting at daybreak 

for a heresy trial!  The members of the Jewish Council were eager to get rid of Jesus.  Jesus’ 

meetings with Annas and Caiaphas the high priests were “unofficial” and preparatory for this 

trial. 

14. Quotation: “[The Council] would not have been up so early for any good work.” ~ Matthew 

Henry 

15. Vv67-70.  Three titles of Jesus are used in these verses.  All refer to distinct aspects of his 

person or office.  They are three roles of the same person.  “Christ” is the Greek form of the 

Hebrew title “Messiah” which means anointed one.  It is a royal title that emphasizes Jesus as 

the final and eschatological human heir to the Davidic throne.  “Son of Man” refers to the 

title from Daniel 7:13-14, the one who will rule the kingdom of God.  “Son of God” refers to 

the relationship that Jesus uniquely enjoys with the God his Heavenly Father.  As Son of 

God, Jesus is equal to God the Father in his very being.  They are the first and second 

persons in the Trinitarian godhead. 

16. Vv67-68. The key issue at hand in the trial is whether Jesus claims to be the Christ.  Thus 

Luke does not record any accusation or witnesses brought against Jesus.   The Council wants 

to hear first-hand testimony, since it was widely known that many believed Jesus was the 

Christ, and that he allowed people to hold this view.  They want Jesus to incriminate himself.  

But it was not that simple.  So Jesus gives a qualified answer since they had such a different 

idea of the Messiah than Jesus held.  So he borrowed the words that Jeremiah the prophet 

spoke to King Zedekiah of Judah (Jer 38:15).  The thought would not have been lost on the 

Jewish leaders.  Jesus is like faithful Jeremiah, and they are like faithless Zedekiah!  Why 

should he enter into dialogue with men who have already reached a conclusion (cf. Lk 20:3-

8)?  This is not the first time Jesus refused to give his opponents a straight answer when they 

wouldn’t answer back (Lk 20:1-8).  They had already rejected the evidence Jesus gave them 

(Jn 12:37-43).  In answering this way, Jesus is showing them their hypocrisy.  They had 

already made up their minds, so a dialogue aimed at examining evidence to arrive at the truth 

was impossible. 

17. Application: If you are not yet a believer but investigating the truth claims of Jesus, it is not 

wrong to ask Jesus whether he is the Christ, the Son of Man, the Son of God.  The Christian 

faith is a historical faith that can be tested and verified by eyewitness accounts, historical 

events, personal testimony, and the existential knowledge of the living Jesus that Christians 

testify to.  He reveals himself to those who love him.  If you seek him with all your heart, 
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you will find him (1 Chron 28:9; 2 Chron 15:2; Mt 7:7-8).  If you seek him to discredit him, 

you will find him hard to find.  He hides himself from those who forsake him. 

a. List of notable converts to Christianity after considering the evidence: 

b. Apologists: C.S. Lewis, Josh McDowell, Lee Strobel, John Warwick Montgomery 

c. Theologians: Alister McGrath 

d. Scientists: Francis Collins 

e. Archaeologists: Sir William Ramsey 

f. Lawyers: Simon Greenleaf 

g. Writers: T.S. Eliot, Malcolm Muggeridge, Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, Frank Morison, 

Peter Hitchens, Marvin Olasky 

18. V67. The Jewish religious leaders charge Jesus with claiming to be the Christ.  This first 

question is related to their next question: “Are you the Son of God” (v. 70)?  The demons 

knew who Jesus was (Lk 4:41).  Later these same leaders would taunt Jesus as he suffered on 

the cross, baiting him to save himself if he is indeed the Christ (Lk 23:35).  When the high 

priest put Jesus under oath (Mt 26:63), he could not remain silent without confessing guilt 

(cf. Lev 5:1; 1 Kgs 22:16; Prov 29:24), so Jesus responded to the question. 

19. V69. NET sn The expression the right hand of the power of God is a circumlocution for referring to 

God. Such indirect references to God were common in 1st century Judaism out of reverence for the 
divine name. 

20. V69. Jesus was not entirely silent.  He did cooperate with their desire to catch him in his 

words.  Whereas before it was time for Jesus to go to the cross, Jesus would craftily avoid 

these sorts of traps.  Now he willingly walks into the trap because the time had come for the 

Son of Man to be glorified.  Jesus tells his accusers that a change is coming.  From now on 

they will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of God’s power (cf. Heb 1:3; 8:1; 10:12; 

12:2; 1 Pet 3:22; Acts 2:33; 5:31; 7:55-56; Rom 8:34; Eph 1:20; Col 3:1).  The time is 

coming when Jesus will be in a place of higher authority than the Jewish Council, higher than 

any authority in heaven.  At God’s right hand, Jesus is the believer’s advocate and the 

unbeliever’s prosecutor (Lk 12:8-9).  Soon Jesus would be judging them!  It is a clear 

allusion to the Son of Man from Daniel (Dan 7:13-14; cf. Ps 110:1-2; Acts 7:56; Heb 1:3; cf. 

Lk 21:27; Acts 2:32-36).  He looked beyond his present sufferings to his coming glory in 

resurrection and ascension to heaven (Phil 2:1-11; Heb 12:2).  This exit or departure of Jesus 

from this present state (“from now on”) is his “exodus” (Lk 9:31) into glory via the cross.  

He will not die a helpless weakling, but the Lord of glory.  Suffering must come first, then 

glory for the Son of Man (Lk 24:26; Acts 3:13).  The Son begins reigning as the king of 

heaven and earth from now until his second coming, when his kingdom will come in its 

fullness.  The proof that Jesus is the Son of God is in his crucifixion, death, burial, 

resurrection, ascension, millennial reign, and second coming. 
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21. V70. NET sn The members of the council understood the force of the claim and asked Jesus about 

another title, Son of God.  Jesus' reply, "You say that I am," was not a denial, but a way of giving a 
qualified positive response: "You have said it, but I do not quite mean what you think." 

22. V70. The Jewish Council probably understood the biblical theology of the title “Son of God.”  

The Bible teaches that the Christ has a special and unique father-son relationship with God 

(cf. 2 Sam 7:14; Ps 2:7; 89:26).  They understood that if Jesus claimed to be the Son of Man 

figure from Daniel, then he was also claiming to be the Son of God.  Hence they all joined in 

the interrogation, asking Jesus for clarification and certainty.  There is some disagreement 

whether Jesus’ answer (“You say that I am”) was clear or ambiguous.  I think Jesus answered 

clearly, but with a certain qualification, as if he were saying, “I cannot deny that I am the Son 

of God, but my understanding is different from yours.” 

23. Application: Note that sometimes Jesus spoke the good confession, and other times he kept 

silent.  Jesus knew when to speak and when to be quiet.  A good lesson to learn for all of us. 

24. Application: Only Jesus can claim to the Christ, the Son of Man, the Son of God—because 

he is.  Anyone else who makes such claims or believes such things about himself is surely 

guilty of blasphemy.  Blasphemy is the sin of claiming to be God or attacking God’s names, 

titles, attributes, ordinances, word, or works (cf. WSC 54).  Every time we break the Third 

Commandment we are committing blasphemous sins, capital crimes worthy of death in old 

covenant Israel (Lev 24:10-16).  Blasphemy is a serious sin.  Taking the Lord’s name in vain 

is much more than using God’s name flippantly or even as a curse word.  These are 

blasphemous, but so are many other “Third Commandment” sins that we as Christians often 

tolerate or wink at.  Consider all the things required and forbidden by the Third 

Commandment, according to the Westminster Larger Catechism: 

WLC 112  What is required in the third commandment? A. The third commandment requires, 

That the name of God, his titles, attributes,(1) ordinances,(2) the word,(3) sacraments,(4) 

prayer,(5) oaths,(6) vows,(7) lots,(8) his works,(9) and whatsoever else there is whereby he 

makes himself known, be holily and reverently used in thought,(10) meditation,(11) 

word,(12) and writing;(13) by an holy profession,(14) and answerable conversation,(15) to 

the glory of God,(16) and the good of ourselves,(17) and others.(18)  

(1) Matt. 6:9; Deut. 28:58; Ps. 29:2; Ps. 68:4; Rev. 15:3,4  

(2) Mal. 1:14; Eccl. 5:1  

(3) Ps. 138:2  

(4) 1 Cor. 11:24,25,28,29  

(5) 1 Tim. 2:8  

(6) Jer. 4:2  

(7) Eccl. 5:2,4,5,6  

(8) Acts 1:24,26  

(9) Job 36:24  

(10) Mal. 3:16  

(11) Ps. 8:1,3,4,9  

(12) Col. 3:17; Ps. 105:2,5  

(13) Ps. 102:18  
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(14) 1 Pet. 3:15; Micah 4:5  

(15) Phil. 1:27  

(16) 1 Cor. 10:31  

(17) Jer. 32:39  

(18) 1 Pet. 2:12 

WLC 113  What are the sins forbidden in the third commandment? A. The sins forbidden in 

the third commandments are, the not using of God's name as is required;(1) and the abuse of 

it in an ignorant,(2) vain,(3) irreverent, profane,(4) superstitious,(5) or wicked mentioning, or 

otherwise using his titles, attributes,(6) ordinances,(7) or works,(8) by blasphemy,(9) 

perjury;(10) all sinful cursings,(11) oaths,(12) vows,(13) and lots;(14) violating of our oaths 

and vows, if lawful;(15) and fulfilling them, if of things unlawful;(16) murmuring and 

quarrelling at,(17) curious prying into,(18) and misapplying of God's decrees(19) and 

providences,(20) misinterpreting,(21) misapplying,(22) or any way perverting the word, or 

any part of it,(23) to profane jests,(24) curious or unprofitable questions, vain janglings, or 

the maintaining of false doctrines;(25) abusing it, the creatures, or any thing contained under 

the name of God, to charms,(26) or sinful lusts and practices;(27) the maligning,(28) 

scorning,(29) reviling,(30) or any wise opposing of God's truth, grace, and ways;(31) making 

profession of religion in hypocrisy, or for sinister ends;(32) being ashamed of it,(33) or a 

shame to it, by unconformable,(34) unwise,(35) unfruitful,(36) and offensive walking,(37) or 

backsliding from it.(38)  

(1) Mal. 2:2  

(2) Acts 17:23  

(3) Prov. 30:9  

(4) Mal. 1:6,7,12; Mal. 3:14  

(5) 1 Sam. 4:3,4,5; Jer. 7:4,9,10,14,31; Col. 2:20-22  

(6) 2 Kings 18:30,35; Exod. 5:2; Ps. 139:20  

(7) Ps. 50:16,17  

(8) Isa. 5:12  

(9) 2 Kings 19:22; Lev. 24:11  

(10) Zech. 5:4; Zech 8:17  

(11) 1 Sam. 17:43; 2 Sam. 16:5  

(12) Jer. 5:7; Jer. 23:10  

(13) Deut. 23:18; Acts 23:12,14  

(14) Esth. 3:7; Esth. 9:24; Ps. 22:18  

(15) Ps. 24:4; Ezek. 17:16,18,19  

(16) Mark 6:26; 1 Sam. 25:22,32,33,34  

(17) Rom. 9:14,19,20  

(18) Deut. 29:29  

(19) Rom. 3:5,7; Rom. 6:1,2  

(20) Eccl. 8:11; Eccl. 9:3; Ps. 39 throughout  

(21) Matt. 5:21 to end  

(22) Ezek. 13:22  

(23) 2 Pet. 3:16; Matt. 22:24-31  

(24) Isa. 32:13; Jer. 33:34,36,38  

(25) 1 Tim. 1:4,6,7; 1 Tim. 6:4,5,20; 2 Tim. 2:14; Tit. 3:9  
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(26) Deut. 18:10-14  

(27) 2 Tim. 4:3,4; Rom. 13:13,14; 1 Kings 21:9,10; Jude 4  

(28) Acts 13:45; 1 John 3:12  

(29) Ps. 1:1; 2 Pet. 3:3  

(30) 1 Pet. 4:4  

(31) Acts 13:45,46,50; Acts 4:18; Acts 19:9; 1 Thess. 2:16; Heb. 10:29  

(32) 2 Tim. 3:5; Matt. 23:14; Matt. 6:1,2,5,16  

(33) Mark. 8:38  

(34) Ps. 73:14,15  

(35) 1 Cor. 6:5,6; Eph. 5:15,16,17  

(36) Isa. 5:4; 2 Pet. 1:8  

(37) Rom. 2:23,24  

(38) Gal. 3:1,3; Heb. 6:6 

25. V70. The Jewish Council is upset at Jesus’ answer.  They feel badgered and threatened by 

Jesus, because he answers in a way that makes them feel they are the ones on trial (and 

before God, this is true!).  So they ask him plainly whether or not he is the Son of God.  Jesus 

had never publically claimed to be the Son of God.  He spoke privately about his identity to 

his disciples.  The Messianic Secret must have been leaked out, perhaps by Judas?  Here is 

the moment of crisis in the gospel account.  Will Jesus slip away this time, or will he give 

them the answer they want to that they might destroy him?  Jesus’ answer is brilliantly 

simple.  In essence, he says, “You said it!” or “What you say is true, but you do not 

understand what “Christ” means.”  It is a Greek expression that means Yes but also deflects 

responsibility back to the inquirer (cf. Mt 26:25, 64).  His answer is ambiguous, but it clearly 

implies an affirmative answer (cf. Lk 23:3).  Mark simply records Jesus’ affirmative reply: “I 

am” (Mk 14:62). 

26. V71.  The Jewish religious leaders take Jesus’ answer as a Yes.  They have long been 

pursuing Jesus to trap him in his words (Lk 11:54; 20:20, 26), and finally have the testimony 

they think they need to put him on a cross.  The words from Jesus’ own lips are sufficient to 

prove Jesus claims to be the Christ, the Son of Man, the Son of God.  Jesus is his own 

witness.  His own testimony sends him to the cross.  Therefore Jesus brings the cross on 

himself, even though he spoke truthfully and was not guilty of blasphemy.  The Jewish 

Council judge Jesus as guilty of blasphemy because they believe Jesus cannot be who he 

claims to be.  They believe the Christ must appear as a king, with all his “worldly pomp and 

grandeur.”1  But they are wrong.  Jesus does not commit blasphemy if his testimony is true.  

This is a situation the Jewish Council does not consider possible for Jesus.  The trial actually 

proves the innocence of Jesus and the unbelieving prejudice of his enemies.  Their sin, while 

legally framed, is greater than the crowd’s rejection of Jesus in the courtyard.  Even so, the 

charge of blasphemy is not enough to convince the Romans to convict Jesus.  Thus the need 

for other charges against Roman law that will get the desired verdict from the Roman 

authorities.  Luke shows first through the Jewish Council’s trial that Jesus is the Christ, the 

Son of God.  Next he will show through the Roman trial that Jesus is the King of the Jews.  

                                                 

1 Matthew Henry, Commentary in One Volume, 1496. 
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Note the irony: Jesus did tell them he was the Christ, and yet they did not believe, just as 

Jesus had predicted (Lk 22:67).  The Jewish Council indicts itself!  Thus ends Jesus’ religious 

trial.  Next up: the Roman authorities. 

27. Quotation: “In a real sense, Jesus sends himself to the cross because he is faithful to his 

identity in the midst of an audience that rejects his claims.  He makes no effort to save his life 

by denying who he is.” ~ Darrell Bock 

28. Application: The religious leaders in the Jewish Council show a more civil kind of rejection 

compared to the bailiffs who mocked and beat Jesus.  The leaders gave an appearance of 

order and justice, but their hearts are hard.  The jury is stacked against Jesus and the verdict 

is already sure.  They just need the formality of evidence to reach their preconceived 

conclusion.  They need the gospel and a changed heart at the same time.  That is why 

evangelism and dependence on the Holy Spirit are vitally important if skeptics, doubters, 

unbelievers, and enemies of Christ will be saved.  Only God can open hearts.  Yet God calls 

every believer to confess Christ before men.  Evangelism is a learned skill and a spiritual 

discipline.  Christians ought not leave it to others to share the good news with unbelievers.  

God is glorified in the sharing of the gospel whether or not sinners repent and believe.  Our 

responsibility is to fulfill the role of evangelist whenever the need to be a witness arises. 
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8 Sermon References 

“Let others complain that the age is wicked; my complaint is that it is paltry; for it 
lacks passion. Men's thoughts are thin and flimsy like lace, they are themselves 
pitiable like the lacemakers. The thoughts of their hearts are too paltry to be 
sinful. For a worm it might be regarded as a sin to harbor such thoughts, but not 
for a being made in the image of God. Their lusts are dull and sluggish, their 
passions sleepy...This is the reason my soul always turns back to the Old 
Testament and to Shakespeare. I feel that those who speak there are at least 
human beings: they hate, they love, they murder their enemies, and curse their 
descendants throughout all generations, they sin.” ~ Søren Kierkegaard, 
Either/Or: A Fragment of Life 

Daniel 7:13-14  "I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven 
there came one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was 
presented before him.  14 And to him was given dominion and glory and a 
kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion 
is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that 
shall not be destroyed. 

Jeremiah 38:15  Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, "If I tell you, will you not surely put 
me to death? And if I give you counsel, you will not listen to me." 

WSC 54 The third commandment requireth the holy and reverend use of God's 
names, titles, attributes, ordinances, word, and works. 

WSC 55 The third commandment forbiddeth all profaning or abusing of any thing 
whereby God maketh himself known. 

1 Timothy 1:12-17  I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our 
Lord, because he judged me faithful, appointing me to his service,  13 though 
formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But I received 
mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief,  14 and the grace of our Lord 
overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.  15 The saying 
is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost.  16 But I received mercy for 
this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect 
patience as an example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life.  17 
To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever 
and ever. Amen. 

 




