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Luke 21:5-19 “Before the End” July 13, 2014 

OT Lesson: Jeremiah 7:1-15  Brian M. Sandifer 

Jesus predicted the temple’s destruction and the signs pointing to it, warning of hardships arising from 

both nature and people in the days before “the end.” He also encouraged his disciples to endure their 

coming persecution, as it would lead to Christian witnessing opportunities and their gaining eternal life. 

Introduction – Believe it or not, during my early years of college I was known as the Prophecy Guy by 

my Christian friends. Before I left home this didn’t describe me at all. I hadn’t learned much at all except 

that Jesus is coming back to take Christians to heaven. So what happened to change me? 

Background – This passage is known as the first part of the Olivet Discourse, or Luke’s version of the 

synoptic apocalypse (the whole discourse is Lk 21:5-36), because Jesus gives this teaching on the Mount 

of Olives outside Jerusalem. In Luke’s account, the length and significance of the Olivet Discourse (21:5-

38) is comparable to Jesus’ Sermon on the Plain (6:20-49). This is an important teaching. The structure of 

Luke’s version more clearly delineates (compared to Matthew and Mark) the signs of the end of 

Jerusalem and the temple (21:5-24), and the signs of the end of the age (21:25-36). 

I. The Bad News 

A. The temple is doomed (vv. 5-6) 

The Jewish religious leaders have already objected to Jesus cleansing and judging the temple (Lk 

19:45-48). Their faith and life is bound up in the temple. They will not let it go, yet Jesus will not let 

it remain. Thus Jesus and the Jewish leaders are on a collision course with each other. The entire 

temple complex in Jerusalem was a magnificent structure, comparable in size and opulence to the 

ancient wonders of the world. Its religious and national value to the Jews was even more significant. 

But Jesus wasn’t so impressed. He knew its days were numbered, that God would bring judgment 

upon the temple for the people’s refusal and murder of their Christ. 

B. There is danger in being led astray (vv. 8-9) 

Many people, including the Jews, expected certain signs portending the end of the world—wars, 

rebellions, people claiming to be Christ. Jesus taught these were true signs, but not signs of the 

immediate end. Don’t be fooled by and follow the Christ-pretenders. Don’t be terrified by wars and 

rumors of wars. All these will happen. They are signs of a still distant end. Be patient. 

C. Hardships in nature and between nations are coming (vv. 10-11) 

Nature will be harsh before the end. Great earthquakes, and famines and plagues in various places, 

frightening natural events, and even (astronomical?) signs in the sky. Nations and kingdoms will be 

raised up (the verb is future passive) by God to go to war against each other. It will be a violent, 

terrifying time, creating great hardships for many. 

D. Persecution of Christians is coming (vv. 12, 16-17) 

Before everything Jesus predicted in verses 8-11, Christian persecution will begin. The book of Acts 

(Luke’s second volume) records the details. Jewish unbelievers will hand over the disciples to 

synagogues and prisons for trial. The persecutors will bring disciples before kings and governors. All 

kinds of people will hate Christians for being Christians. Even close relatives and friends will betray 

Christians. Some disciples will be put to death. 
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II. The Good News 

A. To be forewarned is to be forearmed (vv. 7-19) 

Why does Jesus warn his disciples of their future? So they will be prepared, living shrewdly and not 

reactively or aimlessly. They will know the coming hardship is God’s will and thus will not despair, 

even when the temple is destroyed. They will heed Jesus’ warnings to be patient, won’t be led astray 

by false christs, and trust God’s purposes in judgment. 

B. Persecution will foster opportunities for Christian witness (vv. 13-15) 

God has a purpose for persecution: the spread of the gospel and the faith-building of disciples. How 

do Christians gain opportunity to bear witness to Christ before their enemies or people in power, i.e., 

the kinds of people we normally avoid or have no access to? Through persecution and being tried as 

criminals. Jesus promised to give supernatural words and wisdom during such trials, such that their 

adversaries won’t be able to withstand or contradict their testimony. With this promise Christians 

should not worry about having the right words to speak beforehand. 

C. God will protect the souls of those who endure (vv. 18-19) 

In light of verse 16, this is not likely a promise of escaping death or other harm. It ought to be 

interpreted as a spiritual promise referring to the soul, as a metaphorical way of promising disciples 

they will not suffer any eternal spiritual harm. But of course this metaphorical promise may manifest 

itself in deliverance from temporal harm. This is one of the purposes of the Olivet Discourse, to warn 

disciples that they may escape the calamity coming to Jerusalem (Lk 21:20-24). 

III. How to Live Today in Light of Yesterday’s News 

A. View Redemptive-History as a pregnancy (Mt 24:8 || Mk 13:8) 

Pregnancy is characterized by regular aches and pains, then birth pangs, and finally labor and 

delivery. Birth pangs are sometimes difficult to discern from labor pains, but as the time of birth 

draws near, they begin to distinguish themselves. The destruction of Jerusalem and the temple, with 

its accompanying “birth pang” signs, was a type of the final judgment yet to come. Live now in hope 

for the coming “birth” of eternity—when “this age” gives way to “the age to come.” 

B. Recognize the goodness and severity of God 

God deals with people on individual, church, and national levels. Sometimes the faithful will share in 

his severe judgment on the church or national levels. But his children will certainly gain eternal life. 

Not a hair of their heads will perish. 

C. Trust God for the grace to endure and glorify him in trial 

Endurance by faith through the coming trials is the means whereby Christians will participate in the 

full benefits of salvation (Lk 9:24; Rom 8:28; 1 Pet 5:10). Those who endure to the end will be saved 

(cf. || Mt 24:13; Mk 13:13). God is in control of whatever happens to Christians, therefore they ought 

to remain faithful, enduring through trial to the end. This has always been the way through trial for 

God’s people (Mic 7:7; Dan 11:32, 35; 12:1, 12). See HC 1. 

Conclusion – Jesus didn’t stop talking about the future after verse 19. There is more. Some of it was in 

the future for the original audience. It proved to be practical and vital for life, and for gaining eternal life. 

But as we’ll see, some is still future. Knowledge that was practical and vital then will surely be again, for 

life and for eternal life. May God give us ears to hear, hearts to believe, and lives that endure to the end. 
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1 Original Language, Personal English Translation, and Textual Notes 

Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

Lk 21:5 K a i, t i nwn l e go,nt wn p e ri . t o u/ i è ro u/ 
o [t i  li,qo i j  ka l oi /j  ka i. avn a qh,m a si n 
ke ko ,sm hta i  ei=p e n\ 

And while some were speaking about the 
temple, that it was adorned with beautiful 
stones and votive offerings, he said, 

 

Lk 21:6 t a u/t a  a] qe wre i /t e  evl e u,so nt a i  h̀m e,ra i  evn 
a i-j  o uvk a vf e qh,se t a i  li,qo j  e vp i. l i,qw| o ]j  

o uv ka t a l uqh,se t ai Å 

“These things which you see, days will 
come in which no stone will be left on a 
stone that will not be thrown down.” 

 

Lk 21:7 VE p hrw,t hsa n de. a uvt o .n l e ,go nt e j \ 
d i da,ska l e ( p o,t e  o u=n t a u/t a  e;st a i  ka i. t i, 
t o. shm e i/o n o [t a n m e,l l h| t a u/t a  gi ,ne sqa i È 

So they asked him a question, saying, 
“Teacher, when will these things be, and 
what will be the sign when these things are 
about to take place?” 

 

Lk 21:8 o  ̀d e. e i=p e n\ b l e,p e te  m h. pl a nhqh/t e \ 
p o l l oi. ga .r e vl e u,so nt a i  evp i. t w/| o vno ,m a ti, 
m o u l e,go nt e j \ evgw, e ivm i ( ka i,\ o  ̀ka i ro .j  
h;ggi ke nÅ m h. p o re uqh/t e  o vp i,sw a uvt w/nÅ 

And he said, “See that you are not led 
astray.  For many will come in my name 
saying, ‘I am he’ and ‘The time is near.’  Do 
not go after them. 

 

Lk 21:9 o [t a n d e. avko u,sht e  p o le,m o uj  ka i. 
a vka t a st a si,a j ( mh. p to hqh/t e \ de i/ ga .r 

t a u/t a  ge ne,sqa i  p rw/t o n( a vl l V o uvk 
e uvqe ,wj  t o. t e ,l o j Å 

And whenever you hear wars and 
insurrections, do not be frightened, for it is 
necessary these things take place first, but 
the end will not come immediately.” 

 

Lk 21:10 T o ,t e  e;l e ge n a uvt o i/j \ e vge rqh,se t a i  e ;qno j  
e vp V e;qno j  ka i . b a sil e i,a  evp i. b a si le i,a n( 

Then he said to them, “Nation will be raised 
up against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom. 

e vge rqh,se t ai is future passive, thus the 

translation “be raised up” 

Lk 21:11 se i sm oi, t e  m e ga,l o i  ka i. ka t a. t o,p o uj  
l i m oi. ka i. l o i m oi. e ;so nt ai ( f o,b ht ra, t e  
ka i. a vp V o uvra no u/ shm ei /a  m e ga,l a  e;st a i Å 

There will be great earthquakes, and 
throughout places famines and plagues, and 
there will be terrible sights and great signs 
from heaven. 

ka i. a vp V o uvra no u/ shm ei /a  m e ga,l a  e;st a i 

{C} 

Metzger’s Textual Commentary: Amid the 
variety of readings that have very little 
internal probability to commend one above 
another, the Committee was content to 
follow the text of B, the order of which may 
have provoked copyists to rearrange the 
words in other sequences. 

Lk 21:12 P ro . d e. t o u,t wn p a ,nt wn e vp i ba l o u/si n e vf V But before all these things, they will lay their  
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

um̀ a/j  t a.j  ce i /ra j  a uvt w/n ka i. d i w,xo usi n( 
p a rad i do,nt e j  e ivj  t a.j  suna gwga .j  ka i. 
f ul a ka,j ( avp a go me,no uj  e vp i . b a sil ei /j  ka i. 
hg̀e m o,na j  e[ne ke n t o u/ o vno ,m a to ,j  m o u\ 

hands on you and persecute you, handing 
you over to the synagogues and prisons, 
leading you away to kings and governors for 
the sake of my name. 

Lk 21:13 a vp o b h,se t ai  ùm i/n e i vj  m a rt u,ri o nÅ This will lead you to testimony.  

Lk 21:14 qe ,t e  o u=n e vn t a i/j  ka rd i,a ij  um̀ w/n m h. 
p ro m el et a/n a vp o l o ghqh/na i \ 

Settle it then in your hearts not to practice 
beforehand to defend yourselves. 

 

Lk 21:15 e vgw. ga .r d w,sw um̀ i/n st o ,m a  kai. so f i ,a n 
h-| o uv d unh,so nt a i  avnt i st h/na i  h' 
a vnt e ip ei/n a [p a nt e j  o ì a vnt i kei,m e no i  

um̀ i/nÅ 

For I will give you a mouth and wisdom 
which none of your opponents will be able to 
resist or contradict. 

 

Lk 21:16 p a rad o qh,se sqe  d e. ka i. up̀ o . go ne ,wn ka i . 
a vd e lf w/n ka i. sugge nw/n k a i. f i,l wn( ka i . 

qa na t w,so usi n e vx um̀ w/n( 

And you will be handed over even by 
parents and brothers and relatives and 
friends, and they will put some of you to 
death. 

 

Lk 21:17 ka i. e ;se sqe  m i so u,m e no i  ùp o. p a ,nt wn d i a. 
t o. o ;no m a , m o uÅ 

And you will be hated by all on account of 
my name. 

 

Lk 21:18 ka i. qri .x e vk t h/j  ke f al h/j  um̀ w/n o uv m h. 
a vp o,l ht ai Å 

And a hair from your head will not perish.  

Lk 21:19 e vn t h/| up̀ o mo nh/| um̀ w/n kt h,sa sqe  t a.j  
yuca .j  um̀ w/nÅ 

In your endurance acquire your souls. kt h,sa sqe {C} 

Metzger’s Textual Commentary: The aorist 

imperative, which is attested by a D K L W 

X D Y ¦1 al, seems to be slightly 

preferable, for copyists would have perhaps 
been likely to conform it to the future tense, 
used several times in the preceding context. 

NET tc. Some important Greek witnesses 

plus the majority of MSS (a D L W Y  ¦1 

Û) read the aorist imperative kt h,sa sqe  
(kteÒsasthe) here, though some MSS (A B Q 
¦13 33 pc lat sa) read the future indicative 

kt h,se sqe  (kteÒsesthe). A decision is difficult 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

because the evidence is so evenly 
balanced, but the aorist imperative is the 
harder reading and better explains the rise 
of the other. J. A. Fitzmyer assesses the 
translation options this way: "In English one 
has to use something similar [i.e., a future 
indicative], even if one follows the [aorist 
imperative]" (Luke [AB], 2:1341); in the 
same vein, although this translation follows 
the aorist imperative, because of English 
requirements it has been translated as 
though it were a future indicative. 
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2 Exegetical Outline – Luke 21:5-19 (verse summary) 

V5. While some were talking about the temple and its beautiful stones and offerings, Jesus spoke 

to them of the temple’s destiny. 

V6. Jesus told them that the days are coming when every temple stone will be thrown down. 

V7. Those talking about the temple asked Jesus to teach them when the temple’s destruction 

would happen, and what sign would portend its destruction. 

V8. Jesus answered first by warning them to not be led astray since many would come in his 

name claiming to be Jesus and that the time is now. 

V9. Jesus told them not to be frightened when they hear of wars and insurrections since these 

things must happen and the end will not immediately follow them. 

V10. Jesus continued teaching them, as he told them that nation will be raised up against nation, 

and kingdom against kingdom. 

V11. Jesus taught them there will be great earthquakes, famines and plagues in various places, 

terrors and also great signs from heaven. 

V12. Jesus warned them that before all these things happen, their opponents will lay hold of 

them and persecute them by delivering them over to the synagogues and prisons so that they will 

be brought before kings and governors for being Christians. 

V13. Jesus instructed them that this scenario would be their opportunity to bear witness to Christ. 

V14. Therefore they ought to settle in their hearts not to think beforehand how to give an answer 

in such a scenario. 

V15. Because Jesus will give them wisdom and the right words to speak so that none of their 

opponents will be able to oppose or contradict. 

V16. Jesus warned they would even be handed over by their parents, brothers, relatives, and 

friends, and some of those handed over would be executed. 

V17. Jesus declared they will be hated by all types of loved ones for the sake of the name of 

Jesus. 

V18. Jesus comforted them that, even so, not a hair from their head will perish. 

V19. Jesus exhorted them to endure all these deathly things, for in doing so they will gain their 

lives. 

 



Luke 21:5-19 Brian M. Sandifer 

Heritage Presbyterian Church 5 7/13/2014 

3 Exegetical Outline – Luke 21:5-19 (full) 

I. The Jerusalem Temple Will Be Destroyed (vv. 5-9). 

a. When will the Jerusalem temple be destroyed (vv. 5-7)? 

i. V5. While some were talking about the temple and its beautiful stones and 

offerings, Jesus spoke to them of the temple’s destiny. 

ii. V6. Jesus told them that the days are coming when every temple stone will be 

thrown down. 

iii. V7. Those talking about the temple asked Jesus to teach them when the 

temple’s destruction would happen, and what sign would portend its 

destruction. 

b. False and non-imminent signs of the Jerusalem temple’s destruction (vv. 8-9). 

i. V8. Jesus answered first by warning them to not be led astray since many 

would come in his name claiming to be Jesus and that the time is now. 

ii. V9. Jesus told them not to be frightened when they hear of wars and 

insurrections since these things must happen and the end will not immediately 

follow them. 

II. Events Before “the End”: Breakdown of Peace Among Nations and Nature (vv. 10-19). 

a. Hardship leading to terrors for all people (vv. 10-11). 

i. V10. Jesus continued teaching them, as he told them that nation will be raised 

up against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 

ii. V11. Jesus taught them there will be great earthquakes, famines and plagues 

in various places, terrors and also great signs from heaven. 

b. Persecution leading to opportunity for God’s people (vv. 12-17). 

i. V12. Jesus warned them that before all these things happen, their opponents 

will lay hold of them and persecute them by delivering them over to the 

synagogues and prisons so that they will be brought before kings and 

governors for being Christians. 

ii. V13. Jesus instructed them that this scenario would be their opportunity to 

bear witness to Christ. 

iii. V14. Therefore they ought to settle in their hearts not to think beforehand how 

to give an answer in such a scenario. 
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iv. V15. Because Jesus will give them wisdom and the right words to speak so 

that none of their opponents will be able to oppose or contradict. 

v. V16. Jesus warned they would even be handed over by their parents, brothers, 

relatives, and friends, and some of those handed over would be executed. 

vi. V17. Jesus declared they will be hated by all types of loved ones for the sake 

of the name of Jesus. 

c. Comfort for God’s persecuted people (vv. 18-19). 

i. V18. Jesus comforted them that, even so, not a hair from their head will 

perish. 

ii. V19. Jesus exhorted them to endure all these deathly things, for in doing so 

they will gain their lives. 
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4 Exegetical Outline – Luke 21:5-19 (abbreviated) 

Exegetical Proposition: After his disciples marveled at the beauty of the Jerusalem temple, Jesus 

declared that it would eventually be completely destroyed, and then explained the signs and 

nature of the times leading up to the temple’s destruction, while preparing his disciples for the 

accompanying hardship and persecution. 

I. The Jerusalem Temple Will Be Destroyed (vv. 5-9). 

a. When will the Jerusalem temple be destroyed (vv. 5-7)? 

b. False and non-imminent signs of the Jerusalem temple’s destruction (vv. 8-9). 

II. Events Before “the End”: Breakdown of Peace Among Nations and Nature (vv. 10-19). 

a. Hardship leading to terrors for all people (vv. 10-11). 

b. Persecution leading to opportunity for God’s people (vv. 12-17). 

c. Comfort for God’s persecuted people (vv. 18-19). 
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5 Theological Outline – Luke 21:5-19 

Theological Proposition: Jesus pronounces judgment on the temple, predicting its complete 

destruction with accompanying signs, warning of coming hardships that will affect many around 

Jerusalem and persecution for Christians in the days leading up to “the end,” and encouraging the 

disciples that enduring persecution will lead to witnessing opportunities and their gaining life. 

I. The Temple Has Been Judged and its Destruction Will Be Proceeded By Signs (vv. 5-9). 

II. Before the End, There Will be Hardship for Many Around Jerusalem, Persecution for 

Christians, and Opportunity to Bear Witness for Christ and to Endure to Gain Life (vv. 

10-19). 
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6 Notes on Luke 21:5-19 

1. Possible OT readings: Jeremiah 7:1-15 

2. Quotation: Prayer of J.C. Ryle concerning this passage. “Let us learn from our Lord's 

warning words to pray for a humble, teachable spirit, whenever we open the pages of 

unfulfilled prophecy. Here, if anywhere, we need the heart of a little child, and the prayer 

"open my eyes." (Psalm 119:18.) Let us beware, on the one side, of that lazy indifference 

which turns away from all prophetical Scripture, on account of its difficulties. Let us beware, 

on the other side, of that dogmatical and arrogant spirit, which makes men forget that they 

are students, and talk as confidently as if they were prophets themselves. Above all, let us 

read prophetical Scripture with a thorough conviction that the study carries with it a blessing, 

and that more light may be expected on it every year. The promise remains in full force, 

"Blessed is he that reads." At the time of the end, the vision shall be unsealed. (Rev. 13; Dan. 

12:9.)” 

3. This passage is known as the first part of the Olivet Discourse, or Luke’s version of the 

synoptic apocalypse (the whole discourse is Luke 21:5-36), because in its parallels in 

Matthew 24:1-51 and Mark 13:1-37, Jesus gives this teaching on the Mount of Olives outside 

Jerusalem.  The structure of the passage in Luke’s version more clearly delineates (compared 

to Matthew and Mark) the signs of the end of Jerusalem and the temple (Lk 21:5-24), and the 

signs of the end of the age (Lk 21:25-36).  We have already seen the Jewish religious leaders 

object to Jesus cleansing and judging the temple (Lk 19:45-48).  Their faith and life is bound 

up in the temple.  They will not let it go, yet it is clear by Jesus’ actions and words that he 

will not let the temple remain.  Hence the Jewish leaders seek to destroy Jesus while Jesus 

foretells the temple destroyed.  Thus Jesus and the Jewish leaders are on a collision course 

with each other.  Herod’s temple was not built to last, but God’s temple (Christ and his body 

the church) will last forever and ever.  Mark tells us Jesus gave this teaching to Peter, 

Andrew, James, and John in response to their question of when the temple would be 

destroyed.  Matthew tells us Jesus taught this lesson privately to his disciples.  Luke tells us it 

is a message for all disciples, for all those who want to know the signs of the “end” and of 

the Son of Man coming in the clouds.  Note that in Luke’s gospel account, the length and 

significance of the Olivet Discourse (Lk 21:5-38) is comparable to Jesus’ Sermon on the 

Plain (Lk 6:20-49).  This is an important teaching.  Reading Matthew, Mark, and Luke 

together, we see that the disciples probably thought the temple would be destroyed at the end 

of the age.  This gives us insight into Jesus’ otherwise somewhat confusing answer to the 

three questions the disciples asked: (1) When would the temple be destroyed; (2) What would 

be the sign of Christ’s coming; and (3) What would be the sign of the end of the age.  

Although the disciples assumed all these events would occur at the same time, Jesus knew 

Jerusalem and the temple’s destruction would not happen at the end of the age.  But he still 

answered their three-fold question with one monologue, combining their questions into one 

answer. 

4. Vv5-19.  This passage is associated with Jesus’ teaching at the temple.  It occurs during 

Passion Week. Jesus is probably speaking primarily about the destruction of the Jewish 
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temple in AD 70.  It seems logical that Jesus doesn’t begin speaking of the end of the age and 

his second coming until verse 25.  Thus the entire Olivet Discourse is a teaching about both 

the “end” of Jerusalem and the temple, and the “end” of this age leading up to the second 

coming.  In other words, this is a portion of Jesus’ teaching about the future of Jerusalem and 

the temple in relation to the near and distant (end of the age) future.  Note that all the events 

described by Jesus are characteristic of this present age from his ascension to his second 

coming.  It is possible that the kinds of events Jesus described will increase in frequency and 

intensity as the end draws near.  Thomas Campbell, the British poet, observed that “coming 

events cast their shadows before.”  From our historical vantage point, we see that although 

Jesus doesn’t make it explicit, the predicted events begin with the persecution in the early 

church and culminate (later in Lk 21:25-36) in the second coming, a timeframe 

encompassing centuries. 

5. Vv5-19.  The chronology of Jesus’ answer is logically explained in reverse.  He begins with a 

description of what the rest of the age will be like until the end (vv. 8-11).  Then he describes 

what will happen before Jerusalem and the temple are destroyed (vv. 12-19).  Note that as the 

passage continues past verse 19, the chronology begins going forward again, describing the 

destruction of Jerusalem and the temple (vv. 20-24), and then proceeding to the end when the 

Son of Man will come on the clouds in glory (vv. 25-36). 

6. Illustration: Philip Ryken gives a helpful illustration.  Studying the Olivet Discourse is like 

wearing bifocals.  The passage is partly about the destruction of the temple and Jerusalem.  

These portions are up close and in focus so we can examine them in greater detail.  But the 

end of the world is always in the background and needs to be kept in view.  Those portions 

are further away and the focus is not as clear, so we interpret the details with greater humility 

acknowledging the presence of mystery, imagery, and apocalyptic symbolism.  This is 

usually the way Bible prophecy works, with a near and far fulfillment.  If we focus on the far 

horizon and ignore the near horizon, we miss the big picture, misinterpret prophecy, and deny 

God’s word is applicable to its original audience.  But if we focus on the near horizon (the 

message for the original audience), we also miss the big picture, misinterpret in a different 

way, and deny God’s word is relevant for today. 

7. Quotation: “It is only the fool who tries to get the heavens inside his head, and not 

unnaturally his head bursts.  The wise man is content to get his head inside the heavens.” ~ 

G.K. Chesterton, quoted by R. Kent Hughes, Luke, Vol 2, 293. 

8. Vv5-6.  Why would the temple and Jerusalem be destroyed?  Because Israel refused to repent 

of their sin, and because they rejected their Messiah (Lk 20:9-19). 

9. V5. Some of the people around Jesus (presumably of his disciples) were admiring the temple 

structure.  It was adorned with “noble stones and offerings.”  We know from the synoptic 

accounts in Matthew and Mark that Jesus was speaking to his disciples, but Luke does not 

clarify the audience, perhaps because he wants to widen the audience to all Christians. 

10. V5. The Temple.  The beauty and size of Herod the Great’s Jewish temple (built by Ezra and 

the Jews after the Babylonian Exile as the Second Temple, and greatly remodeled/expanded 

by Herod over the course of 46 years) exceeded most of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient 
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World.  The temple building itself was built according to the same specifications as 

Solomon’s temple, which was of modest size by first century contemporary standards.  But 

the whole temple complex was massive, about a quarter of a mile square.  It was Herod the 

Great’s most notable building project.  Construction began in 20-19 BC and it was essentially 

completed within ten years, although temple adornment continued until AD 63 (cf. Jn 2:20).  

The temple complex was more than twice the size of Athens’ Acropolis.  It formed a basically 

square shape and consisted of a series of concentric courts, each of increasing holiness from 

outside to inside.  As impressive as the temple appeared, its religious significance was far 

greater since it was the symbol and heart of the Israel’s faith.  It represented the location 

where God met with his people.  It was the bridge from heaven to earth.  The dimensional 

measurements of the temple and its complex are not recorded in the Bible, and the extra-

biblical sources do not always agree.  Even so, it was very expansive.  Proceeding from each  

court toward the temple at the center, one would ascend a series of steps, so that the temple, 

which was more than 60 feet high, soars even higher above each court.  It appears to be 

reaching up to heaven on a mountaintop.  The outer court was called the Court of the 

Gentiles, an area where Jews and Gentiles were allowed to enter and worship.  The next 

closest area was the Court of the Women where only Jews could go.  This was probably the 

location where the poor widow gave her offering (Lk 21:1-4).  The next section was the 

Court of Israel where only ritually clean Jewish men could enter.  Only Jewish priests could 

move further into the temple area.  This area included the altar, the laver, the porch called 

Solomon’s Porch [Portico or Colonnade] and the temple itself.  The temple was built of 

marble and gold, including golden spikes atop the roof to prevent birds from landing and 

defiling the structure.  Inside the temple was first the holy place, containing the lampstand, 

the table of the bread of the presence, and the incense altar, all cast of pure gold.  The last 

area was called the Most Holy Place (or The Holy of Holies), containing only a rock upon 

which the high priest would enter only on the Day of Atonement to burn incense and sprinkle 

blood. 

The perimeter of the temple mount complex measured almost a mile and filled up about 1/6 

of the city’s real estate.  One of the temple’s “noble stones” still exists, measuring 

45x11.5x12 feet (the size of a boxcar) and weighing 570 tons (the weight of 75 adult 

elephants)!  The “Wailing Wall” in Jerusalem still contains some of these huge stones, but 

these were part of the temple substructure, not the temple itself.  A few Bible translations 

interpret the “offerings” not as gifts presented by worshipers but as memorial decorations on 

the walls (e.g., tapestries, gold and bronze doors, golden grape clusters, etc).  Josephus 

(Jewish War, 5.5.4) refers to noble stones in the temple that were 45 cubits (67.5 feet) long, 

and to decorative offerings like Herod’s gift of golden vine with “grape clusters as tall as a 

man.”  Other offerings perhaps included tapestries, golden and bronze doors given by people 

to adorn the temple.  Josephus also records that stones not overlaid with gold were pure white 

in color, that when reflecting sunlight from a distance gave the appearance of a snow-covered 

mountain (Jewish War, 5.5.6).  Details of the magnificent structure and adornment of Herod’s 

temple have only relatively recently been uncovered through archaeological excavation on 

the temple hill.  The vast size of the temple highlighted man’s littleness in comparison, 

inspiring awe.  The exquisite beauty of the temple inspired worship. 

Quotation: “Wars of the Jews 5:222-224   222 Now the outward face of the temple in its front 

lacked nothing that was likely to surprise either men's minds or their eyes: for it was covered 
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all over with plates of gold of great weight, and, at the first rising of the sun, reflected back a 

very fiery splendour, and made those who forced themselves to look upon it to turn their eyes 

away, just as they would have done at the sun's own rays.  223 But this temple appeared to 

strangers, when they were coming to it at a distance, like a mountain covered with snow; for 

as to those parts of it that were not golden, they were exceedingly white.  224 On its top it 

had spikes with sharp points, to prevent any pollution of it by birds sitting upon it. Of its 

stones, some of them were forty-five cubits in length, five in height, and six in breadth.” ~ 

Josephus 

11. V5. NET sn. The Jerusalem temple was widely admired around the world. See Josephus, Ant. 15.11 

(15.380-425); J. W. 5.5 (5.184-227) and Tacitus, History 5.8, who called it "immensely opulent." 
Josephus compared it to a beautiful snowcapped mountain. 

12. V6. Jesus didn’t share his disciples’ enthusiasm for the temple, for he knew it would have a 

very short life. (Rather, Jesus was impressed by the poor widow’s offering of 2 mites at the 

temple; cf. Lk 21:1-4.)  Completed in its adornment in AD 63, it stood only 7 more years.  

The destruction of Jerusalem and the temple occurred in A.D. 70 by the Roman Army led by 

General Titus who would later be emperor.  The prophecy came true as the Romans tore 

down the temple stone by stone.  Jesus shocked his disciples who were gawking at the 

immensity and beauty of the temple by informing them of its total destruction.  The temple 

would be razed so that every stone (even the noble stones!) would topple.  Jesus wasn’t 

referring to his second coming, but to a time before then (cf. Lk 5:35; 17:22; 19:43-44; 

23:29).  Note that the destruction of the temple was in one sense a judgment on the Jewish 

people for rejecting their Messiah Jesus.  But in another sense God was inaugurating a new 

age of salvation.  No longer would animal sacrifices be necessary to atone for sin because 

Jesus, the Lamb of God, had been sacrificed on the cross for the sins of the world.  The 

temple structure was obsolete now that Jesus, the true temple (dwelling place of God) had 

come.  Whereas the temple building would be dismantled completely, Jesus would raise up 

his temple in three days.  In his resurrection the indestructible temple lives forever! 

13. V7. After Jesus dropped the bombshell of the Jerusalem temple’s future destruction, the 

disciples asked him to teach them when it would happen, and what would be the signs 

pointing to its soon coming. 

14. Application: Why does Jesus tell us the signs of the end of the age, and in this passage the 

signs of the end of Jerusalem and the temple?  WCF 33.3 provides a succinct answer: As 

Christ would have us to be certainly persuaded that there shall be a day of judgment, both to 

deter all men from sin; and for the greater consolation of the godly in their adversity:(1) so 

will He have that day unknown to men, that they may shake off all carnal security, and be 

prepared to say, Come Lord Jesus, come quickly, Amen.(2)  

(1) 2 Pet. 3:11,14; 2 Cor. 5:10,11; 2 Thess. 1:5-7; Luke 21:7,28; Rom. 8:23-25  

(2) Matt. 24:36,42,43,44; Mark 13:35-37; Luke 12:35,36; Rev. 22:20 

15. Vv8-11.  The events Jesus describes are not strictly signs pointing to the “end.”  Rather they 

are events that people misunderstand as being signs of the end.  Jesus taught the disciples that 

these events must take place, but the end is not yet.  The disciples should not expect the end 
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to come right away, and they should not expect to predict its coming.  Even the destruction of 

the temple, for all it would seem to signify in the redemptive plan of God, is not a sign of the 

“end.”  Thus he lists the events (earthquakes, wars and insurrections, signs in the sky, 

famines and plagues, emergence of false Christs, persecution) that should not fool Christians 

into thinking they are signs of the imminent end.  It is true that such events are associated 

with the judgment of God (1 Sam 14:15 Ps 18:7-8; Isa 2:19-21; 5:25; 13:13; 24:18; 29:5-6; 

Jer 14:12; 21:6-7; Ezek 14:21; Amos 1:1) and end of the age (Isa 24:18; 29:5-6; Ezek 38:19; 

Joel 2:10; Hag 2:6, 21; Zech 14:4; cf. Rev 6:12; 8:5; 11:13, 19; 16:18), but they will not 

exclusively occur at the end.  Revelation 6, which probably describes events spanning this 

age up to the end of the age, is one example of how NT apocalyptic literature contain striking 

parallels in the details (Mt 24:4-5 || Rev 6:1-2; Mt 24:6 || Rev 6:3-4; Mt 24:7a || Rev 6:5-6; 

Mt 24:7b-8 || Rev 6:7-8; Mt 24:9 || Rev 6:9-11; Mt 24:10-13 || Rev 6:12-17).  Thus Christians 

ought not point to such events and conclude that the end is certainly near.  They also ought 

not to despair when suffering and persecution come, for God is able to sustain them through 

trial to the end. 

The language Jesus used is reminiscent of several OT oracles of doom.  This suggests Jesus 

implies that Israel’s history will repeat itself as a result of its national disobedience.  Thus 

Jesus’ disciples should not be surprised when these things happen, for they happened before 

(cf. Jer 52:12-13; 2 Kgs 25:1-21)!  The time is near (Lk 21:8; cf. Dan 7:22).  This must 

happen first, but the end will not follow immediately (Lk 21:9; cf. Dan 2:28).  Wars and 

insurrections will occur, nation against nation and kingdom against kingdom (Lk 21:9-10; cf. 

2 Chron 15:6; Isa 19:2).  There will be earthquakes, famines, plagues, and signs in the 

heavens (Lk 21:11; cf. Isa 5:13-14; 8:21; 13:13; 14:30; Ezek 38:19-22; Hag 2:6).  

Furthermore, the destruction of the temple and Jerusalem would be a type of the final 

judgment of the world.  History would repeat itself again in a typological sense.  The first 

will be a type of the second (last) judgment. 

16. Vv8-9.  Application: Don’t go crazy with end-time speculation.  Eschatology seems to bring 

out the worse theology in Christians, and usually leads them away from a proper focus on the 

gospel and living the Christian life.  How do people go crazy?  Philip Ryken gives a few 

examples.  Some follow false christs (e.g., Jim Jones and David Koresh).  Some try to 

forecast the future with complex theories and charts that are high speculative that leave 

people with wrong ideas about the future (e.g., Late Great Planet Earth, and Left Behind).  

Some try to connect current events to specific Bible prophecies (e.g. newspaper eschatology 

such as the Jack and Rexella Van Impe, that focuses on America’s foreign policy toward 

Israel and the Middle East).  Some try to predict when Jesus will return with complex 

numerical calculations based on various Bible verses (e.g., Harold Camping) or by a 

measurement of world events (e.g., the Rapture Index).  Jesus knew people would go crazy.  

So he didn’t give us a date, but rather sound pastoral advice: do not be led astray. 

17. Vv8-9.  Application: Jesus also comforted us with his words “Do not be afraid.”  All of these 

terrible things (wars, tumults, earthquakes, famines, plagues, heavenly signs) that happened 

before the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple stirred people’s fears about the end of the 

world.  Yet they were not the end of the world, even though they are supposed to remind us 

of the end of the world.  They should cause us to think about the end of the world when God 

will bring final judgment, and we ought to prepare our souls for that day.  But without fear, 
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because Jesus will save his people.  He is always with us, even in the day of trouble.  

Whatever causes you to fear (terrorism, climate change, economic depression, nuclear war, 

natural disaster, government persecution, your country changing), respond to it in faith by 

obeying Jesus—do not fear.  The end of the world is not coming—not yet anyway. 

18. V8. Jesus’ answer has characteristics of apocalyptic literature.  This is a highly symbolic, 

sensational, and fantastic genre.  Thus many of the details pertaining to the fall of Jerusalem, 

the destruction of the temple, and the end of the world are mysterious.  Nevertheless, 

Christians can discern clear highlights from Jesus’ teaching.  The kingdom of God is near, 

and when it finally comes, people who are waiting, watching, and enduring by faith will find 

safety in the coming of the Son of Man (Lk 21:28-36). 

19. V8. Jesus responded to his disciples by describing the events surrounding the destruction of 

the temple and his second coming on the last day (Lk 21:8-36).  Jesus explained that it is 

important the disciples pay attention and heed his teaching because they were in danger of 

being led away from the truth Jesus was about to teach them.  In other words, disciples must 

not be distracted by false speculations about the second coming or the suffering sure to come 

in the future.  Satan is adept at producing counterfeits to deceive people (2 Cor 4:1-6; 11:1-4, 

13-15; cf. Rev 13).  Jesus proceeded to warn that many people will come forward once Jesus 

is gone claiming to be the Christ (“I am he!”) and proclaiming that the time of Jerusalem’s 

destruction is near (“the time is at hand”; cf. Dan 7:22; Rev 1:3; 22:10).  Throughout history, 

false teachers and prophets often claim to be the Christ or Jesus himself (e.g., in the 1st 

century, see Josephus, Wars 6.5.2-3, and in the 20th century: Sun Myung Moon, Jim Jones, 

David Koresh; cf. 2 Pet 2).  Jesus warned not to follow such pretenders.  Warren Wiersbe 

quotation: “It is foolish and hurtful to become so obsessed with Bible prophecy that we start 

to neglect the practical things of the Christian life.  Blessed are the balanced!”  Just because 

someone claims he is the Christ or that the temple’s destruction is at hand doesn’t make it 

true.  These are not the true signs of the temple’s coming destruction.  There are more phases 

in the divine plan for Jerusalem, the temple, and for church history.  Jesus continue to explain 

that when Christians hear about wars and tumults (insurrections and rebellions; cf. Dan 

11:25, 44; Rev 6:3-4; 9:7-11), do not be afraid of these terrible things as if they are imminent 

signs of the temple’s coming destruction.  Why?  Because wars and tumults must happen 

between now and the temple’s destruction, but the “end” will not come right on the heels of 

wars and tumults. 

20. Application: Notice the first thing Jesus told his disciples when they asked for information 

about the future: “See that you are not led astray.”  Matthew Henry quotation. “Those that are 

most inquisitive in the things of God (though it is very good to be so) are in most danger of 

being imposed upon.  If we are sure that Jesus is the Christ, and his doctrine is the gospel of 

God, we must be deaf to all intimations of another Christ and another gospel.” 

21. Vv9-10. Jesus warned his disciples that wars and tumults will be characteristic of the times 

before the temple’s destruction.  This was the case with the Jewish revolt against Roman 

occupation in AD 68-70.  These will be calamities caused by humanity.  There will be 

international conflicts as nations and kingdoms go to war with each other.  But this is all in 

God’s sovereign plan and under his providential control.  In fact, the text uses the passive 

voice to describe these wars.  Nations “will be raised up” against nation, and the same for 
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kingdom against kingdom.  God is the Lord of the nations, and guides the affairs of nations 

and kingdoms as he pleases.  God’s judgment often comes through cosmic struggle and 

warfare (2 Chron 15:6; Isa 19:2; Jer 4:13-22; 14:12; 21:6-7; Ezek 14:21; 38:19-23).  His 

judgments are not always spiritual and eternal.  Temporal calamities that arise from nature 

and from the sinful actions of men are also judgments of God upon an unbelieving world. 

22. V9. Illustration: “Do not be terrified.”  Philip Ryken relates a powerful story told by Dr. 

Donald Barnhouse, who preached to a congregation fearing WW2 about to begin.  If Jesus is 

not God, then his words “Don’t be afraid” are cruel and perhaps insane.  But Jesus is God, 

and therefore Lord of history.  We can trust him and boldly refuse to be afraid, even in the 

midst of terrors, wars, and great suffering. 

23. V11. The background to this rich OT imagery, see Isa 5:13-14; 13:6-16; Jer 4:13-22; 14:12; 

21:6-7; Ezek 14:21; Hag 2:6-7; Zech 14:4.  There will also be calamities caused by nature, all 

under the sovereign control and direction of God.  Great earthquakes will happen, and in 

various places people will suffer famines and plagues (Acts 11:28).  Other terrifying 

happenings will occur in nature that put fear into the hearts of men.  There will be great 

(presumably terrifying) signs from heaven (presumably seen in the sky, i.e., astronomical 

signs such as comets, meteors, and eclipses which have always terrorized people).  Josephus 

records such events in Jerusalem before the destruction of the city and the temple (Wars 

6.5.3-4). 

24. Quotation: “The events here indicated have significance.  They are steppingstones leading to 

the final goal.  By means of them the end of the age is both foreshadowed and brought closer, 

and God’s eternal plan is being carried forward.  Moreover, when we realize that toward the 

end of the present dispensation the indicated disturbances will occur together (Mt 24:33), will 

probably be more numerous, extensive, and fearful than ever before (Lk 21:11, 25, 26), and 

are going to take place in connection with the great tribulation that will usher in the Parousia, 

we may conclude that it would not be unreasonable to call the final outbreak of these terrors 

‘concurrent or accompanying signs.’” ~ William Hendriksen 

25. Vv12-13.  These persecutions and witnessing opportunities soon came to pass, actually 

beginning immediately after the crucifixion of Jesus.  Luke records some of them in the book 

of Acts.  In the second century AD, the church father and apologist Tertullian said, “The 

blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church.”  He noticed that opposition to the gospel and 

Christians helps spread and grow the church, strengthening Christianity. 

26. V12. But before the events of verses 6-11, Jesus warned his disciples that their enemies will 

man-handle (lay hold of) them and persecute them.  Before world-trouble there will be 

church-trouble.  The disciples’ enemies will deliver them up to the custody of the synagogues 

and prisons.  Note that synagogues were centers of instruction as well as discipline, used for 

community administration and confinement while awaiting trial at the Jewish tribunal (cf. 2 

Cor 11:24).  It makes historical sense that persecution by the Jewish authorities would 

happen soon after Jesus predicted since after AD 70 the synagogues would lose much of their 

persecuting power against Christians.  Jesus’ followers will not only experience persecution 

from Jewish authorities, but from Gentile authorities as well.  Jesus told his disciples they 

will even be brought before the judgment of kings and governors for the crime of being a 
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leader of Christ’s church (for my name’s sake).  This is a high honor for believers and cause 

for rejoicing (Acts 5:41).  If our name is slandered but Christ’s is glorified through our 

suffering for his name, then that is all that matters!  Luke narrates the fulfillment of these 

events in Acts 4:1-22; 5:17-41; 12:1-11; 22-26.  Think of Herod Agrippa I who killed James 

the brother of John, and Herod Agrippa II who heard Paul’s defense, and Pontius Pilate, 

Felix, and Festus.  The ESV lists 14 cross-references from Acts alone showing how Jesus’ 

predictions were fulfilled in the lives of the apostles during the early expansion of the church.  

Matthew Henry quotation: he observes that Jesus put persecution before the cataclysmic 

events of verses 9-11.  The suffering of the persecuted must also be called the sin of the 

persecutors.  Thus “the ruin of a people is always introduced by their sin” (Matthew Henry). 

27. V12. NET sn. But before all this. Another note of timing is present, this one especially important in 

understanding the sequence in the discourse. Before the things noted in vv. 8–11 are the events of 
vv. 12–19.  NET sn. Some of the persecution is of Jewish origin (the synagogues). Some fulfillment of 
this can be seen in Acts. See the note on synagogues in 4:15. 

28. V13. When the disciples appear before kings and governors, this is their opportunity to 

testify of Jesus the Christ (cf. Lk 24:48; Acts 1:8; 3:15; 4:33; 5:32; 26:22).  The idea is God 

has planned these opportunities in advance, so the disciples will be able to bear witness for 

Jesus before high rulers.  The testimony will be to Christ and against Christ’s enemies.  The 

gospel calls for faith and obedience, and threatens judgment against resistant sinners who 

stand condemned already. 

29. Application: Trouble for the church often means opportunity to bear witness of Jesus Christ.  

What a refreshing way to interpret and respond to suffering, trial, opposition, and 

persecution!  This is exactly how many of the leaders and followers in the early church 

responded.  Consider Stephen (Acts 7:54-60), Peter (Acts 4:1-12), and Paul (Phil 1:12-18).  

Many Christians throughout church history have responded to the same in testimony to Jesus 

Christ.  Make up your mind, not by preparing your speech, but to pray for the strength and 

grace to bear witness to Jesus Christ in your suffering and trial, whether it involves 

persecution or not.  This is a great verse to memorize.  It is only 8 words long.  Those 8 

words are able to change your perspective whenever you suffer or are persecuted for being a 

Christian.  Don’t respond with pity, despair, or a persecution complex.  Respond with the 

gospel on your lips, adorned with your attitude and your life.  “This will be your opportunity 

to bear witness” (Lk 21:13).  Don’t miss your God-ordained opportunities.  Every difficult 

situation is an opportunity to tell others about Jesus, his death and resurrection, and the hope 

the gospel brings upon the situation. 

30. Vv14-19.  These words find primary fulfillment in Jesus’ original audience, the disciples.  

But these words have proven to be a great comfort to persecuted believers throughout church 

history.  Christians of every age face the possibility of persecution at the hands of enemies, 

many of whom are close relatives and friends.  Jesus promises comfort and ultimate 

deliverance from these dangers.  He is a great savior!  Christians gain courage and hope to 

stand firm for Christ and his gospel in the midst of opposition because he is a great savior. 

31. V14. Bearing witness before kings and governors?  Delivered up to the synagogues and 

prisons?  The disciples surely thought they would need to prepare their defense, or at least 

their testimony.  But Jesus comforted them with words of assurance, encouraging them to 
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make up their minds not to think about what to say beforehand.  In other words, they ought 

not worry about what to answer (cf. Lk 12:11-12). 

32. V15. Why not worry about what to say?  Surely with time to prepare the disciples could 

come up with a well-reasoned testimony.  It is best not to prepare a speech beforehand 

because Jesus himself will give the disciples perfect words and sound mind (a mouth and 

wisdom).  The words Jesus will give them will be so perfect that their adversaries will be 

unable to withstand or contradict your testimony (Lk 20:20-44; cf. Acts 6:9-10).  The 

apostolic witness before synagogues, prison guards, kings, and governors, as recorded in 

Acts, records how Jesus kept this promise to his disciples (cf. Acts 4:8-13).  God often 

promised his prophetic spokesmen the words to say (Ex 4:11-15; Dt 18:18; Isa 50:4; 51:16; 

Jer 1:9; Ezek 29:21).  This exhortation not to prepare a defense speech beforehand does not 

negate the requirement for disciples to always be ready to give a reason for their gospel hope 

(Col 4:5-6; 2 Tim 2:21; 1 Pet 3:15).  It does not apply to pastors with plenty of time to 

peacefully prepare for preaching and teaching.  But it clearly applies to Christians throughout 

history who suddenly arrested for their faith and Jesus and brought to court. 

33. Application: Verses 14-15 test our faith.  We ought not be distrustful of the immediate and 

supernatural assistance of God when called upon to give testimony for our faith.  God 

promises to work in extraordinary ways.  The apostles Jesus called to be his ambassadors 

were mostly men uneducated in theology and rhetoric.  Yet they trusted God to empower 

their witness under fiery trials.  They were students of Jesus and of the Bible, yet they trusted 

God to prepare them in the moment for what precisely to say to honor Jesus and testify 

against his enemies.  We ought to learn from their faithful example and trust God to work his 

ways in us when we undergo fiery trial as well.  His grace is sufficient for today. 

34. Vv16-19.  God is in control.  This is the underlying theme.  Some of God’s people will be 

martyred for their testimony of Christ.  Others will experience deliverance.  God is sovereign 

and in control over either outcome.  The Heidelberg Catechism expresses this truth in 

question 1: 

What is your only comfort in life and death? That I am not my own,[1] but belong with body 

and soul, both in life and in death,[2] to my faithful Saviour Jesus Christ.[3] He has fully paid 

for all my sins with His precious blood, and has set me free from all the power of the 

devil.[5] He also preserves me in such a way[6] that without the will of my heavenly Father 

not a hair can fall from my head;[7] indeed, all things must work together for my 

salvation.[8] Therefore, by His Holy Spirit He also assures me of eternal life[9] and makes 

me heartily willing and ready from now on to live for Him.[10] 

[1] 1 Cor. 6:19, 20 [2] Rom. 14:7-9. [3] 1 Cor. 3:23; Tit. 2:14. [4] 1 Pet. 1:18, 19; 1 John 1:7; 

2:2. [5] John 8:34-36; Heb. 2:14, 15; 1 John 3:8. [6] John 6:39, 40; 10:27-30; 2 Thess. 3:3; 1 

Pet. 1:5. [7] Matt. 10:29-31; Luke 21:16-18. [8] Rom. 8:28. [9] Rom. 8:15, 16; 2 Cor. 1:21, 

22; 5:5; Eph. 1:13, 14. [10] Rom. 8:14. 

35. V16. But disciples ought to assume that a perfect and unanswerable testimony of Christ will 

smooth their path to victory.  They will suffer for their testimony of Christ.  Jesus’ disciples 

will be betrayed by friends and close relatives (parents, brothers, and other relatives; cf. Mic 
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7:2, 6; Zech 13:3), who will hand disciples over to synagogues, prisons, kings, and 

governors.  Note the intensification of the persecution that now includes even parents (cf. Lk 

12:53; 14:26; 18:29)!  And some of the disciples will not escape death at their enemies’ 

hands.  Disciples will be put to death for Christ’s sake (cf. Acts 7:54-60; 12:1-2).  The 

comfort Jesus offers is not a promise they will escape temporal persecution.  Some will not 

be delivered from death by persecution.  However, “some of you” suggests that martyrdom 

will be the exception not the rule.  Even today, families in Jewish and Gentile communities 

divide as some follow Jesus and some reject him. 

36. V17. See Lk 6:22, 27; Acts 2:47; 1 Cor 1:25-31.  Jesus sums up the deep animosity directed 

at his disciples.  Christians will be hated by all (all kinds of people, including loved ones, 

fellow Jews who worship God, and supposedly impartial rulers) solely because they follow 

Jesus whom they hate (cf. Mk 1:37; 5:20; 11:32; Lk 3:15; Jn 3:26; 1 Tim 2:1; Tit 2:11).  The 

religious persecution for the sake of the gospel will be both official (Lk 21:12-15) and 

personal (Lk 21:16).  Christians should expect this (2 Tim 3:12), since persecution began 

when Cain murdered his brother Abel, has continued throughout history, and will continue 

because Jesus said it would (Jn 15:18-16:4, 32-33; 1 Jn 3:13). 

37. Illustration: A minister in Eastern Europe during the Cold War years encountered an unusual 

prayer from a Polish believer.  “We are praying for you Christians in the Western world 

because you have it too easy.  The Lord must help you not to compromise.”  Perhaps the 

changes in the western world on cultural and moral issues are God’s answer to the prayers of 

our eastern world brothers and sisters?  Perhaps we will learn uncompromising faithfulness 

through suffering as being a Bible-believing and Jesus-following Christian becomes more 

and more difficult?  Perhaps believers in the west are being refined in a furnace that is only 

beginning to get hot? 

38. V18. Here are more words of comfort.  Jesus told his disciples that not a hair of their heads 

will perish.  This is an idiom communicating full protection (1 Sam 14:45; 2 Sam 14:11; 1 

Kgs 1:52; Dan 3:27).  In light of verse 16, this is not likely a promise of escaping death or 

other harm.  It ought to be interpreted as a spiritual promise referring to the soul, as a 

metaphorical way of promising disciples they will not suffer any eternal spiritual harm.  But 

of course this metaphorical promise may manifest itself in deliverance from temporal harm.  

This is one of the purposes of the Olivet Discourse, to warn disciples that they may escape 

the calamity coming to Jerusalem (Lk 21:20-24). 

39. V19. NET sn. By your endurance is a call to remain faithful, because trusting in Jesus is the means 

to life.  NET tn. Grk "your souls," but y u ch , (psucheÒ) is frequently used of one's physical life. In light of 

v. 16 that does not seem to be the case here. The entire phrase could be taken as an idiom meaning 
"you will save yourselves" (L&N 21.20), or (as in v. 18) this could refer to living ultimately in the 
presence of God. 

40. V19.  By endurance believers will gain their lives (Lk 8:15; 9:23-27).  Endurance means 

steadfastness, perseverance, patience.  Endurance by faith through the coming trials is the 

means whereby Christians will participate in the full benefits of Christ’s eschatological 

salvation (cf. Lk 9:24; Rom 8:28; Phil 1:19; 1 Pet 4:11; 5:10).  Those who endure to the end 

will be saved (cf. || Mt 24:13; Mk 13:13).  God is in control of whatever happens to 

Christians, therefore they ought to remain faithful, enduring through trial to the end.  This has 
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always been the way through trial for God’s people (Mic 7:7; Dan 11:32, 35; 12:1, 12).  

Warren Wiersbe quotation: “Don’t be deceived!  Don’t be afraid!  Don’t worry!” 

41. V19.  Luke 9:24.  For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for 

my sake will save it. 

42. Illustration: A man digs a tunnel into the side of mountain looking for gold be is certain is 

there.  When the tunnel is a mile long, he gives up looking, then sells the property and the 

tunnel for a modest price.  The buyer extends the tunnel a yard farther, and finds gold!  If 

only the first man had endurance to the end. 

43. Application: One of more important points this passage raises is the authority of God to 

judge sin and unrighteousness.  As painful as the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple 

were, it was nothing compared to the judgment to come.  We live in a secular, pluralistic 

culture that tends to minimize God’s authority over public life, even national life.  This is an 

important theme of the Olivet Discourse. 

44. Application: Our culture is divided about the possibility of predicting the future.  Skeptics 

and rationalists will grant that Jesus was a moral teacher whose wisdom is commendable.  

But they ignore Jesus when he predicts the future, probably because as the Great Prophet he 

warns of eternal judgment as well as giving hope of eternal salvation.  A Jesus who is not a 

prophet is not the Jesus of the Bible.  Then there are people who consider themselves 

spiritual, many caught up in astrology, numerology, and other means of predicting the future.  

Jesus stands with the rest of the Bible in forbidding such foolishness.  Jesus tells us exactly 

what we need to know regarding the future.  We are not to be deceived and carried away by 

false signs and non-signs.  We are to be about the work the Lord has for us in this age, always 

hoping for the coming of the Lord, and enduring hardships until we see his obviously 

glorious arrival in the clouds.  The Bible teaches that hoping in Christ’s return purifies us (1 

Jn 3:3).  We have enough specifics to keep watching, but enough generalities to not calculate 

his return. 

45. Application: There is a message for the Jewish people in this passage.  A sober and sad, yet 

loving message.  Israel lost its temple because they corporately rejected their Messiah and 

refused to repent of their sins.  It is the church’s delicate task to proclaim the goodness and 

severity of the God of Israel.  Jesus’ message of Jerusalem’s and the temple’s destruction is 

cause for reflection.  In her persecution of Jesus Christ’s followers, Israel brought God’s 

judgment upon herself.  Yet her fate is not sealed.  Jesus is still the Messiah, the Savior to the 

Jew first and then to the Gentile.  The Church is the New Israel, composed of believing Jews 

and Gentiles together whom God has made into a new people—the people of God.  If the 

natural branches were broken off from the tree because of unbelief and unnatural branches 

who believed were grafted into their place, God is certainly able to graft back in the natural 

branches when we believe in Messiah Jesus.  The Lord is good to all, and he has not forsaken 

his people Israel, for he always reserves a remnant according to faith, who testify to the 

whole Jewish people that they may be saved by the Lord Jesus Messiah if they would repent 

and believe the gospel. 
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46. Application:  To unbelievers in general, this passage is a call to recognize your accountability 

to God, and to contemplate what your life would mean without him.  There is a judgment to 

come, and we cannot provide for our own salvation.  To rely on your own record of goodness 

to get to heaven is to follow the same way the Jewish leadership took.  This text plainly 

describes where that road led.  Don’t make the same mistake Israel made when the Savior 

was in their midst. 
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8 Sermon References 

Luke 21:13  13 This will be your opportunity to bear witness. 

Mark 13:8   8 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places; there will be 
famines. These are but the beginning of the birth pains. 

Luke 9:24   24 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever 
loses his life for my sake will save it. 

Romans 8:28   28 And we know that for those who love God all things work 
together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 

1 Peter 5:10   10 And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all 
grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, 
confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 




