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Luke 20:27-44 “Questioning Jesus” June 22, 2014 

OT Lesson: Psalm 110  Brian M. Sandifer 

Jesus Christ as the unique God-man is the all-wise interpreter of the Bible, so learn from him that 

marriage is an institution in this age only, that resurrection is a reality in the age to come, and that every 

Bible passage contains important doctrinal and practical implications for life and godliness. 

Introduction – Imagine you are in a room with Jesus. What would you say? 

I. One Hypothetical Bible Question 

A. Historical context: the Sadducees and Passion week (v. 27) 

1. The Sadducees were a rationalistic priestly sect that formed the majority of the Jewish Ruling 

Council. Unlike the Pharisees, they rejected the Jewish oral tradition, revered the five books of 

Moses more than other books in the OT, and did not believe in the resurrection. 

2. Jesus is at the temple in Jerusalem during the last week of his life when tension between him 

and the religious leaders is reaching its high point. Hence the question and answer dialogue meant 

to trap Jesus in his words. Jesus’ enemies are seeking a way to at least discredit him. 

B. Whose wife will she be in the resurrection? (vv. 28-33) 

1. Levirate marriage (levir is Latin for “a husband’s brother) was a practice commanded in the 

Law of Moses. The first son from the levirate marriage would be reckoned legally as the heir of 

the deceased, and thus the dead brother’s “name” would be preserved (Dt 25:5-6). 

2. The Sadducees attempt to trap Jesus with a hypothetical scenario meant to disprove the 

resurrection. Seven brothers all had the same woman as wife as they practiced levirate marriage, 

but none had children. When the woman, finally died, none of the brothers had a special claim to 

her as wife. If this is the case, who will have her as wife in the resurrection?  

C. Jesus’ wise answer (vv. 34-40) 

1. Jesus shows that the Sadducees’ question was irrelevant. Jesus says marriage laws do not 

apply because marriage is not an eternal institution. 

2. He draws the fullest possible meaning from the burning bush passage to prove the 

resurrection (Ex 3:4-6). If the living God can have a living relationship with the patriarchs who 

have been physically dead for centuries, then they must in some sense still be alive. 

II. One Paradoxical Bible Question 

A. Historical context: ancestors and descendants 

The Jews, as a traditional culture that honored its elders, generally believed that sons were not greater 

than their fathers. 

B. If the Christ is David’s son, how is he also David’s Lord? (vv. 41-44) 

1. With his magnificent answer Jesus permanently ended their malicious questioning. But to 

keep the dialogue going he asked them a question about the paradoxical notion that the Christ, 

acknowledged by all as the son of David, is also the Lord of David. 
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2. Jesus quotes Psalm 110:1 to show how David himself describes the Christ as his Lord. It is a 

foundational gospel verse, quoted or alluded to more than any other Psalm in the NT (cf. Acts 

2:34-35; Rom 8:34; Eph 1:20; 1 Pet 3:22). Jesus’ question leads them to consider his identity. 

The Lord left the question unanswered, because he meant for them to think it through and believe 

it to be true. The only logical answer is the son of David is also the divine Son of God. 

III. Seven Important Implications 

A. Answer to persuade in love rather than to just win an argument (vv. 37-38, 41-44) 

Notice the method Jesus answers theological and biblical questions is aimed at persuasion, not 

rhetorical victory. He meets his questioners on their ground and according to their rules. Christians 

can do the same when making their case with theological opponents. 

B. The Bible is completely consistent and absolutely trustworthy (vv. 37-38) 

Jesus believed the Scripture cannot be broken (Jn 10:35), and that it is authoritative even to the tense 

of verbs! His argument is not sound if the text says, “God was (past tense; not is, present tense) the 

God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” The Bible is the inspired word of God, without error, without 

fail, and therefore trustworthy of deriving conclusions from the most minute detail (Mt 5:18). 

C. Marriage has no more significance than God gives it (vv. 28-33, 40) 

Worldviews and theologies that ask marriage to carry more purpose, value, and meaning than it was 

meant to bear turn it into an idol. Conversely, worldviews and theologies that don’t recognize or 

affirm the God-given purpose, value, and meaning of marriage end up redefining it into something 

completely different than God intends and thus working at cross-purposes against God’s good design. 

D. Marriage has a specific, limited, and temporary purpose (vv. 28, 34) 

Marriage has a functional purpose: the building of a godly society through the procreation of children. 

It is also relational in purpose. God gave us marriage for spiritual friendship, for playing a part in 

God’s plan of sanctifying your spouse. Remember that something better awaits us! 

E. Get your information about the resurrection from the Scriptures alone (vv. 37-39) 

When building our understanding of the nature of resurrection life in the age to come, we must use 

only the Scriptures. But we must also be careful to not use biblical truths about this life and 

extrapolate them to resurrection life. 

F. The resurrection in the age to come means everything in this age matters (vv. 35, 36, 43) 

There will be no second chances, so pay careful attention to your life and doctrine in this life so you 

will be counted by God among those who attain to that age and the resurrection of the dead. 

G. You must decide who Jesus is (v. 44) 

The way we identify Jesus reveals our understanding of him. He is the son of David, but not only so. 

If we merely say he is the son of David, then Jew and secular historian will not object. He is also the 

Christ who is David’s Lord because Jesus is God’s anointed King and Son. 

Conclusion – Identifying who Jesus is, and then believing and living accordingly, is the central question 

of life. Nothing else is more important than answering the question: how can Jesus Christ be David’s son 

and also David’s Lord? If Jesus is both, then that changes everything! What is your answer? 
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1 Original Language, Personal English Translation, and Textual Notes 

Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

Lk 20:27 Proselqo,ntej de, tinej tw/n 
Saddoukai,wn( oi ̀ÎavntiÐle,gontej 
avna,stasin mh. ei=nai( evphrw,thsan auvto.n 

And some Sadducees, those who deny 
there is a resurrection, came to Jesus 
questioning him, 

Metzger’s Textual Commentary: oi ̀
@avnti#le,gontej {C} 

On the one hand, the external attestation for 
the reading oi ̀le,gontej is very strong, 

including, as it does, good representatives 
of the Alexandrian and the Western types of 
text. On the other hand, however, this 
reading may have arisen from scribal 
assimilation to the Matthean parallel (22:23); 
it is, furthermore, the easier reading, for it 
avoids the double negative involved in 
avntile,gontej … mh,. On the basis, 

therefore, of transcriptional probabilities the 
Committee preferred avntile,gontej, but out 

of deference to the very much superior 
external attestation supporting le,gontej, it 

was thought best to enclose avnti within 

square brackets. The reading oi[tinej 
le,gousin is an obvious scribal correction for 

the pendant nominative participle. 

Lk 20:28 Proselqo,ntej de, tinej tw/n 
Saddoukai,wn( oi ̀ÎavntiÐle,gontej 
avna,stasin mh. ei=nai( evphrw,thsan auvto.n 
28  le,gontej\ dida,skale( Mwu?sh/j 
e;grayen h̀mi/n( eva,n tinoj avdelfo.j 
avpoqa,nh| e;cwn gunai/ka( kai. ou-toj 
a;teknoj h=|( i[na la,bh| ò avdelfo.j auvtou/ 
th.n gunai/ka kai. evxanasth,sh| spe,rma tw/| 
avdelfw/| auvtou/Å 

saying, “Teacher, Moses wrote for us, if 
some man’s brother dies, having a wife and 
he is childless, his brother must take the 
woman in order to raise up a seed for his 
brother. 

 

Lk 20:29 ep̀ta. ou=n avdelfoi. h=san\ kai. o ̀prw/toj 
labw.n gunai/ka avpe,qanen a;teknoj\ 

Now there were seven brothers.  The first 
took a wife and died childless. 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

Lk 20:30 kai. o ̀deu,teroj And the second. NET tc. Most MSS (A W Q Y ¦1, 13 33 Û 
lat) have the words, "took the wife and this 
one died childless" after "the second." But 
this looks like a clarifying addition, 
assimilating the text to Mark 12:21. In light 
of the early and diverse witnesses that lack 

the expression (a B D L 0266 892 1241 

co), the shorter reading should be 
considered authentic.  

Lk 20:31 kai. o ̀tri,toj e;laben auvth,n( ẁsau,twj de. 
kai. oi ̀èpta. ouv kate,lipon te,kna kai. 
avpe,qanonÅ 

And the third took her, and likewise the 
seven left no children and died. 

 

Lk 20:32 u[steron kai. h ̀gunh. avpe,qanenÅ Afterward the woman also died.  

Lk 20:33 h ̀gunh. ou=n evn th/| avnasta,sei ti,noj 
auvtw/n gi,netai gunh,È oi ̀ga.r ep̀ta. e;scon 
auvth.n gunai/kaÅ 

Now then, in the resurrection, whose wife of 
them will she be?  For the seven had her as 
wife.” 

 

Lk 20:34 kai. ei=pen auvtoi/j ò VIhsou/j\ oi ̀uìoi. tou/ 
aivw/noj tou,tou gamou/sin kai. 
gami,skontai( 

And Jesus said to them, “The children of 
this age marry and are given in marriage, 

“children” is literally sons, but the context 
shows it means sons and daughters. 

Lk 20:35 oì de. kataxiwqe,ntej tou/ aivw/noj evkei,nou 
tucei/n kai. th/j avnasta,sewj th/j evk 
nekrw/n ou;te gamou/sin ou;te gami,zontai\ 

but those who are considered worthy to 
attain to that age and to the resurrection 
from the dead neither marry nor are given in 
marriage. 

 

Lk 20:36 ouvde. ga.r avpoqanei/n e;ti du,nantai( 
ivsa,ggeloi ga,r eivsin kai. uiòi, eivsin 
qeou/ th/j avnasta,sewj uiòi. o;ntejÅ 

For they are no longer able to die, for they 
are like the angels and are sons of God, 
being sons of the resurrection. 

 

Lk 20:37 o[ti de. evgei,rontai oì nekroi,( kai. 
Mwu?sh/j evmh,nusen evpi. th/j ba,tou( ẁj 
le,gei ku,rion to.n qeo.n VAbraa.m kai. 
qeo.n VIsaa.k kai. qeo.n VIakw,bÅ 

But that the dead are raised, even Moses 
revealed in the passage about the 
thornbush, when he calls the Lord the God 
of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the 
God of Jacob. 

 

Lk 20:38 qeo.j de. ouvk e;stin nekrw/n avlla. zw,ntwn( 
pa,ntej ga.r auvtw/| zw/sinÅ 

But he is not the God of the dead, but of the 
living, for all live to him.” 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

Lk 20:39 VApokriqe,ntej de, tinej tw/n grammate,wn 
ei=pan\ dida,skale( kalw/j ei=pajÅ 

Then some of the scribes said, answering, 
“Teacher, you have spoken well.” 

 

Lk 20:40 ouvke,ti ga.r evto,lmwn evperwta/n auvto.n 
ouvde,nÅ 

For they no longer dared ask him any more 
questions. 

 

Lk 20:41 Ei=pen de. pro.j auvtou,j\ pw/j le,gousin 
to.n cristo.n ei=nai Daui.d uiò,nÈ 

But he said to them, “How can they say the 
Christ is David’s son? 

 

Lk 20:42 auvto.j ga.r Daui.d le,gei evn bi,blw| 
yalmw/n\ ei=pen ku,rioj tw/| kuri,w| mou\ 
ka,qou evk dexiw/n mou( 

For David himself says in the book of 
Psalms, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at my 
right hand, 

 

Lk 20:43 e[wj a'n qw/ tou.j evcqrou,j sou up̀opo,dion 
tw/n podw/n souÅ 

until I make your enemies a footstool for 
your feet.’ 

 

Lk 20:44 Daui.d ou=n ku,rion auvto.n kalei/( kai. pw/j 
auvtou/ uiò,j evstinÈ 

David thus calls him Lord, so how is he his 
son?” 
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2 Exegetical Outline – Luke 20:27-44 (verse summary) 

V27. Sadducees, those religious leaders who deny the doctrine of the resurrection, came to see 

Jesus. 

V28. The Sadducees asked Jesus a hypothetical question, beginning with the law that Moses 

wrote for Israel requiring a man to marry the widow of his dead childless brother to raise up 

offspring for him. 

V29. The Sadducees proposed a scenario of seven brothers where the first brother took a wife 

and died childless. 

V30. Then the second brother took the woman for a wife, in accordance with the Mosaic Law, 

but died childless. 

V31. Then in turn the third brother took the woman for a wife, as did all seven brothers, in 

accordance with the Mosaic Law, but all died childless. 

V32. After being married to all seven brothers in turn, the woman also died. 

V33. The Sadducees asked whose wife the woman would be in the resurrection, since all seven 

brothers had her as a wife. 

V34. Jesus replied to the Sadducees that the sons of this age marry and the daughters of this age 

are given in marriage. 

V35. But the sons and daughters of this age who are considered worthy to attain to the age to 

come and the resurrection do not get married. 

V36. They do not get married because they cannot die anymore since they are like the angels and 

are God’s children—sons of the resurrection. 

V37. Then Jesus addressed the Sadducees’ unbelief in the resurrection of the dead, arguing that 

Moses showed it, in the passage about the bush, when he calls the Lord the God of Abraham, 

Isaac, and Jacob. 

V38. Since the Lord is not the God of the dead but of the living (for all live to the Lord), Moses 

therefore believed in the resurrection of the dead. 

V39. Some of the scribes said to Jesus that as a teacher he answered well. 

V40. Because of Jesus’ astute answer, no one dared ask him another question. 

V41. But Jesus put forward a question of his own, asking why it is said that the Christ is David’s 

son. 
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V42. Jesus brought to their attention that David himself says in the Psalms, “The Lord said to my 

Lord, sit at my right hand.” 

V43. The quotation of David’s psalm continues, “until I make your enemies your footstool.” 

V44. Thus Jesus asked the Sadducees, since David calls the Christ “my Lord,” how can David’s 

Lord be David’s son at the same time? 
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3 Exegetical Outline – Luke 20:27-44 (full) 

I. The Sadducees Ask Jesus a Difficult Question about the Resurrection (vv. 27-40). 

a. Levirate marriage in the Law of Moses (vv. 27-29). 

i. V27. Sadducees, those religious leaders who deny the doctrine of the 

resurrection, came to see Jesus. 

ii. V28. The Sadducees asked Jesus a hypothetical question, beginning with the 

law that Moses wrote for Israel requiring a man to marry the widow of his 

dead childless brother to raise up offspring for him. 

b. The Sadducees propose a hypothetical scenario meant to illustrate the illogic of 

believing in the resurrection (vv. 29-33). 

i. V29. The Sadducees proposed a scenario of seven brothers where the first 

brother took a wife and died childless. 

ii. V30. Then the second brother took the woman for a wife, in accordance with 

the Mosaic Law, but died childless. 

iii. V31. Then in turn the third brother took the woman for a wife, as did all seven 

brothers, in accordance with the Mosaic Law, but all died childless. 

iv. V32. After being married to all seven brothers in turn, the woman also died. 

v. V33. The Sadducees asked whose wife the woman would be in the 

resurrection, since all seven brothers had her as a wife. 

c. Jesus answers the Sadducees from the Pentateuch, arguing God is the God of the 

living, not the dead, thus proving the logic of believing in the resurrection (vv. 34-40). 

i. V34. Jesus replied to the Sadducees that the sons of this age marry and the 

daughters of this age are given in marriage. 

ii. V35. But the sons and daughters of this age who are considered worthy to 

attain to the age to come and the resurrection do not get married. 

iii. V36. They do not get married because they cannot die anymore since they are 

like the angels and are God’s children—sons of the resurrection. 

iv. V37. Then Jesus addressed the Sadducees’ unbelief in the resurrection of the 

dead, arguing that Moses showed it, in the passage about the bush, when he 

calls the Lord the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
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v. V38. Since the Lord is not the God of the dead but of the living (for all live to 

the Lord), Moses therefore believed in the resurrection of the dead. 

vi. V39. Some of the scribes said to Jesus that as a teacher he answered well. 

vii. V40. Because of Jesus’ astute answer, no one dared ask him another question. 

II. Jesus Asks the Sadducees a Difficult Question about the Christ, which they do not answer 

(vv. 41-44). 

a. The Christ as the Son of David in the Psalms (vv. 41-43). 

i. V41. But Jesus put forward a question of his own, asking why it is said that 

the Christ is David’s son. 

ii. V42. Jesus brought to their attention that David himself says in the Psalms, 

“The Lord said to my Lord, sit at my right hand.” 

iii. V43. The quotation of David’s psalm continues, “until I make your enemies 

your footstool.” 

b. Jesus asks how the Christ, the Son of David, is also David’s Lord (v. 44). 

i. V44. Thus Jesus asked the Sadducees, since David calls the Christ “my Lord,” 

how can David’s Lord be David’s son at the same time? 
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4 Exegetical Outline – Luke 20:27-44 (abbreviated) 

Exegetical Proposition: The Sadducees, a group of religious leaders who do not believe in the 

resurrection, ask Jesus a difficult question about the resurrection in order to trap him and thus 

deliver him to the governing authorities, but Jesus’ astute answer, and then his own difficult 

question posed to them about the nature of the Christ as David’s Lord, render them silent. 

I. The Sadducees Ask Jesus a Difficult Question about the Resurrection (vv. 27-40). 

a. Levirate marriage in the Law of Moses (vv. 27-29). 

b. The Sadducees propose a hypothetical scenario meant to illustrate the illogic of 

believing in the resurrection (vv. 29-33). 

c. Jesus answers the Sadducees from the Pentateuch, arguing God is the God of the 

living, not the dead, thus proving the logic of believing in the resurrection (vv. 34-40). 

II. Jesus Asks the Sadducees a Difficult Question about the Christ, which they do not answer 

(vv. 41-44). 

a. The Christ as the Son of David in the Psalms (vv. 41-43). 

b. Jesus asks how the Christ, the Son of David, is also David’s Lord (v. 44). 
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5 Theological Outline – Luke 20:27-44 

Theological Proposition: Jesus is the great interpreter of the Bible, so learn from him that 

marriage is an institution for this age only, that resurrection is a reality of the age to come, and 

that as the Christ he is Lord, even as son of the great king David. 

I. The Bible teaches the resurrection has no bearing on marriage in this age since there will 

be no need for marriage, and therefore no marriage, in the age to come because people 

will not die but be sons of God and like the angels (vv. 27-40). 

II. The Bible teaches the Christ is paradoxically both the son of David and David’s Lord 

because the Christ is a greater king than David (vv. 41-44). 
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6 Notes on Luke 20:27-44 

1. Possible OT readings.  Dt 25:5-10; Ps 110 

2. Parallel passages in Matthew 22:23-33, 41-46; Mark 12:18-27, 35-37. 

3. Previously, the scribes and Pharisees attempted to trap Jesus with trick questions (Lk 20:19-

26).  Now it is the Sadducees’ turn.  Jesus certainly proves to be controversial.  Thus he is 

constantly in conflict with his enemies. 

4. Jesus is at the temple during the last week of his life.  This is a time of growing tension with 

the religious leaders, hence the question and answer dialogue meant to trap Jesus in his 

words.  Jesus’ enemies are seeking a way to at least discredit him, and at best implicate him 

in a crime to arrest him.  In this passage, a group of Sadducees (who don’t believe in the 

resurrection of the dead) approach Jesus, posing a trick question meant to discredit his 

theology and divide his audience.  They reason that if Jesus can be shown to take a side on 

the question of resurrection, then he will alienate those who align themselves with the 

Sadducees or Pharisees (who believe in the resurrection).  Jesus answers their question from 

their own presuppositions about the Scriptures, affirming the doctrine of the resurrection to 

the delight of the listening Pharisees.  But then he turns the tables on both groups by asking 

them a question about the nature of the Christ.  The only way to answer Jesus’ question is to 

affirm the messianic Son of David is both man and God. 

5. V27. The Sadducees attempt to entrap Jesus.  They were a rationalistic priestly sect that 

formed the majority religio-political party of the Jewish Sanhedrin (Council), but also 

aristocratic and willing to compromise with secular and pagan leadership in order to protect 

their interests and position.  Thus they were socially conservative in wanting to preserve the 

status quo, but theologically more liberal that the Pharisees.  They claimed descent from 

Zadok, the high priest under King David (1 Kgs 1:26).  They were closely linked to the 

temple leadership (Acts 4:1; 5:17) and were generally wealthy and unpopular.  Their writings 

have not survived antiquity, so we only know them as their opponents describe them (cf. 

Josephus, Antiquities, 13.10.6).  As a sect they disappeared from history with the destruction 

of the temple in A.D. 70.  Unlike the Pharisees, they rejected the Jewish oral tradition, 

revered the five books of Moses more than other books in the OT, and did not find warrant in 

these books for the belief in the resurrection (or angels or spirits for that matter; cf. Acts 

23:8).  We learn from Josephus that the Sadducees also rejected divine providence (“fate” as 

they called it), preferring to attribute the affairs of men to the freedom of the will (Antiquities 

XIII.171-173).   The implications of these denials are mammoth.  No afterlife, no heaven, no 

hell, no judgment day.  Just this life to live and then you die, annihilated forever.  No guiding 

hand.  Just a God who created the world and hands it over to people to govern.  Perhaps this 

explains why the priests opposed the apostles preaching the resurrection (Acts 4:1-2) and 

why they wanted to kill Lazarus whom Jesus raised from the dead (Jn 12:10-11).  This is the 

only time Luke mentions the Sadducees, but note Luke includes episodes with the Sadducees 

in his second volume (Acts 4:1; 5:17; 23:6-8).  This is the second and last time a group of 

religious leaders try to trap Jesus with a carefully-crafted trick question. 
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6. V27. NET sn. The Sadducees controlled the official political structures of Judaism at this time, being 

the majority members of the Sanhedrin. They were known as extremely strict on law and order issues 
(Josephus, J. W. 2.8.2 [2.119], 2.8.14 [2.164–166]; Ant. 13.5.9 [13.171–173], 13.10.6 [13.293–298], 
18.1.2 [18.11], 18.1.4 [18.16–17], 20.9.1 [20.199]; Life 2 [10-11]). They also did not believe in 
resurrection or in angels, an important detail in v. 36. See also Matt 3:7, 16:1–12, 22:23–34; Mark 
12:18–27; Acts 4:1, 5:17, 23:6–8. 

7. Vv28-33.  The question is a hypothetical scenario meant to prove the absurdity of 

resurrection.  Seven brothers all had the same woman as wife as they practiced levirate 

marriage, but none had children.  When the woman, who outlived them all, finally died, none 

of the brothers has a special claim to her as wife.  If this is the case, who will have her as 

wife in the resurrection?  The question appears silly for such a distinguished group of 

religious leaders, but the doctrine of resurrection was probably misunderstood in Jesus’ day.  

Some probably thought marital and nuclear family relations would continue with the same 

boundaries in the age to come.  The Sadducees saw the absurdity of this considering how 

marital and familial life in this world is sometimes (usually) not tidy.  It is possible the 

Sadducees used this hypothetical question as a stock polemic against the Pharisees and others 

who believed in the resurrection of the dead.  Perhaps up until now they had never been 

sufficiently refuted. 

8. V28. Levirate marriage (levir or laevus vir are Latin for “a husband’s brother) was a practice 

commanded in the Law of Moses to protect inheritance rights and guard against poverty.  

Thus it was concerned with social justice.  A man would marry his brother’s widow if the 

brother did not have children.  A son from the levirate marriage would be reckoned legally as 

the heir of the deceased, and thus the dead brother’s “name” would be preserved (Gen 38:8; 

Dt 25:5-10; Ruth 3:9-4:10).  Note that levirate marriage is not incompatible with the 

marriage prohibitions of Leviticus 18:16 and 20:21, where sexual relations are forbidden 

between a man and his still-living brother’s wife. 

9. V28. NET sn. A quotation from Deut 25:5. Because the OT quotation does not include "a wife" as 

the object of the verb, it has been left as normal type. This practice is called levirate marriage (see 
also Ruth 4:1-12; Mishnah, m. Yevamot; Josephus, Ant. 4.8.23 [4.254–256]). The levirate law is 
described in Deut 25:5–10. The brother of a man who died without a son had an obligation to marry 
his brother's widow. This served several purposes: It provided for the widow in a society where a 
widow with no children to care for her would be reduced to begging, and it preserved the name of the 
deceased, who would be regarded as the legal father of the first son produced from that marriage.  

10. V29. There is no significance in choosing the number seven, except perhaps to indicate 

fullness or completeness, or maybe even to illustrate the absurdity of the scenario since only 

two brothers will suffice to make the point.  Used in this illustration, the idea may be the 

widow completely experienced levirate marriage, and was married so many times it is 

impossible to say one husband or another has special claim to her in a resurrection age. 

11. Vv30-31. To carry the scenario along, the Sadducees mention the second and third brothers 

who became levirate husbands in turn for their sister-in-law.  After the third, the story skips 

to the seventh.  For brevity’s sake, the narrative omits that the second and third husbands 

produced no children.  But it is clear they did not.  One could argue that if one of the levirate 

husbands had raised up a son for his deceased brother, then the one who sired a man-child 
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would have the greater claim to being her resurrection-age husband.  But the hypothetical 

scenario is carefully crafted to eliminate obvious answers. 

12. V31. The story is funny.  The impression is that the woman is a “black widow” would 

devours her husbands.  Imagine each successive brother fearing for his life when take her as 

wife! 

13. Vv32-33. Finally the widow died.  End of scenario.  Which of the brothers waiting for her in 

the afterlife will grab her as wife?  The Sadducees are possibly giggling imagining the 

heavenly fight over who gets the woman (a “black widow”!) as their wife!  The image is 

ludicrous and humorous.  That is the point.  The Sadducees are arguing against the 

resurrection by reductio ad absurdum. 

14. V33. The Sadducees expect to trap Jesus with the question, assuming the only possible 

answer is that the woman will equally be the wife of all seven, but guessing that neither Jesus 

nor the Pharisees will dare to say it.  Thus the Sadducees expected to win the argument about 

resurrection and discredit Jesus.  Thus they argue, “since rules such as levirate marriage exist 

for the present life, it is logically impossible that life goes on after death through 

resurrection.”1  They didn’t believe in the resurrection because they couldn’t find evidence 

for its teaching in the books of Moses.  But perhaps another reason they disbelieved in the 

resurrection is they didn’t believe God has resurrection power.  Some of those in the church 

at Corinth denied God had resurrection power.  Paul had to carefully explain how a 

resurrection body is plausible, possible, and historical reality in the living Jesus Christ (1 Cor 

15).  In their attempt at being rational, the Sadducees ended up denying the power of God. 

15. Application: Sadducees were the “modern people” of an ancient era.  They were skeptics.  

They didn’t believe in angels, the afterlife, or the resurrections.  So they lives as functional 

materialists, dedicated to pursuing life on this earth with the belief “you can’t take it with 

you.”  Thus not everyone in the ancient world can be viewed as gullible, unsophisticated, or 

non-empirical, believing in spirits and gods.  Jesus exposed the error of the Sadducees with 

his understanding of Scripture, his miracles, and finally his resurrection from the dead.  In the 

same way, Jesus exposes the beliefs of skeptics today.  Jesus continues to confound the 

skeptics. 

16. V33. NET sn. The point is a dilemma. In a world arguing a person should have one wife, whose wife 

will she be in the afterlife? The question was designed to show that (in the opinion of the Sadducees) 
resurrection leads to a major problem. 

17. Application: Note that not every biblical or theological question is a trick question.  The 

Sadducees were not interested in learning from Jesus or being comforted by him.  But not 

everyone asks questions like a Sadducee.  Many ask honest questions that are actually tests to 

see whether we are willing to listen and care.  We ought to learn from Jesus how to answer 

such sincere questions.  Do your best to politely answer the question, but then seek to discern 

if there is an underlying question driving the test.  Look for the real issue.  Perhaps the person 

                                                 

1 David W. Pao & Eckhard J. Schnabel, Commentary on the NT use of the OT, edited by Beale and Carson, 367. 



Luke 20:27-44 Brian M. Sandifer 

Heritage Presbyterian Church 13 6/22/2014 

is hurt by a personal tragedy, or is having difficulty making a decision, or is seeking 

justification for a personal sin.  Christians ought to engage in a Christ-like manner: love, 

know, speak, do. 

18. Vv34-36.  Jesus showed that the Sadducees’s question was invalid and irrelevant because 

they mistakenly assumed that the afterlife would be something like a repetition of this life. 

Their problem was a pseudo-problem.  (The parallel passage in Matthew records Jesus telling 

them they are mistaken because they don’t know the Scripture nor the power of God.)  

Because the resurrection age differs from this age, the Sadducees’s question about marriage 

in the resurrection age was nonsense.  If anyone would have knowledge of what the sons of 

the resurrection would be like, it would be the Son of God.  Jesus has this knowledge because 

he is God’s Son.  He has personal knowledge of heaven.  Moreover, Jesus is not arguing that 

the Scriptures are difficult to understand and apply, rather that they must be understood and 

applied in their eschatological context.  Regulations concerning marriage, and therefore 

levirate marriage, do not apply to the eschaton because marriage is not an eschatological 

institution.  Marriage is for situations that are relevant in this age, not the age to come. 

19. V34. Jesus is surely right to not dismiss this trick question.  Why?  Because the resurrection 

is at the very center of the Christian hope.  The resurrection is too important a doctrine to 

leave to mockery and unanswered challenge.  So Jesus replied by admitting that the children 

of this age (this world before the consummation of this age and the inauguration of eternity) 

marry and are given in marriage.  With this statement Jesus affirms the goodness of marriage 

as it is blessed by God throughout the Scriptures. 

20. Quotation: “Much of our business in this world is to raise and build up families, and to 

provide from them.  Much of our pleasure in this world is in our relations, our wives and 

children; nature inclines to it.  Marriage is instituted for the comfort of human life.” ~ 

Matthew Henry, Commentary in One Volume, 1489. 

21. V35. Then Jesus identifies the mistaken assumption embedded in the question.  The 

Sadducees assume that the doctrine of the resurrection means life will be the same, except 

without sin and death.  That marriages in this life will convey to resurrection life.  But Jesus 

says that life in the resurrection age to come will be more different than they think.  Those 

who are considered worthy to attain to the resurrection age and who will experience the 

resurrection (these are one and the same group) will not participate in marriage. 

22. V35. NET sn. Life in the age to come is different than life here (they neither marry nor are given in 

marriage). This means Jesus' questioners had made a false assumption that life was the same both 
now and in the age to come. 

23. V35. How to be a person considered worthy by God to attain to the resurrection age?  

Suffering by faith for the name of Jesus (cf. Acts 5:41; 2 Thess 1:5, 11).  Humility expressed 

in repentance and faith that attain to salvation (Lk 18:14, 25-26).  Those who are declared 

righteous (Lk 14:14; Acts 24:15).  Clearly Jesus is not a universalist with respect to salvation.  

Justification is not by death, but by faith alone.  Jesus does not teach that we will be angels in 

the age to come (cf. Heb 1:5-2:18), only that we will be like them.  In this passage, Jesus 

compares resurrected people to angels because they both are immortal (i.e., they cannot die) 

and neither participate in marriage. 
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24. V36. Jesus explains why marriage will not be part of life in the resurrection age.  Resurrected 

believers will never die (cf. 1 Cor 15:42, 52-55; Rev 21:4).  In this way they will be like the 

angels, being transformed into immortal sons of God like the resurrected Christ (Gen 1:26; 

Ps 82:6; Rom 8:19, 23; 1 Cor 15:35-58).  God never dies, and in the resurrection age his sons 

will never die.  They will fully realize the benefits of their relationship with God, possessing 

their eternal life inheritance (Rom 8:23; 1 Cor 15:53-54).  They will be redeemed as human 

beings (body-soul creatures) and not left separated from body and soul.  Unlike the Greeks 

and Romans, the Hebrews regarded human beings as whole only when body and soul were 

united.  God’s promises of eternal life are not completely fulfilled in heaven in the 

intermediate state.  That is why God raised Jesus bodily from the grave.  Because 

resurrection and salvation encompass both body and soul.  Marriage, which is an institution 

of the present age for the spiritual companionship and the procreation of a mortal race (Gen 

1:28; 2:18-25), will be unnecessary and inappropriate when mortality ceases and our need for 

spiritual companionship is completely satisfied in the divine-human relationship and the 

eternal fellowship of the resurrected and glorified saints.  When there are no more burials, 

weddings cease. 

25. V36. NET sn. Angels do not die, nor do they eat according to Jewish tradition (1 En. 15:6; 51:4; Wis 

5:5; 2 Bar. 51:10; 1QH 3.21-23). 

26. Vv37-38.  Admittedly the way Jesus argues from the Scripture seems strange.  But it was not 

a weird hermeneutic to the religious leaders of Jesus’ day.  Jesus is drawing the fullest 

possible meaning from the passage of Moses and the burning bush to prove the Bible teaches 

the resurrection of the dead.  For he argues if the living God can have a living relationship 

with the patriarchs who have been physically dead and gone for centuries, then they must in 

some sense be alive.  In essence, Jesus declares the Sadducees mistaken because they don’t 

know their Bibles well enough. 

27. V37. Then Jesus gave his Scriptural reasons for this answer.  In fact Jesus is answering their 

real question—scriptural proof for the resurrection, and the nature of resurrection.  It is 

generous that Jesus quotes from the portion of the Bible that the Sadducees accepted.  He 

could have quoted from other OT passages that explicitly or by implication address the 

question of resurrection (cf. Job 14:14; 19:25-27; Pss 16:9-11; 17:15; 73:24-26; Isa 26:19; 

Ezek 37:1-14; Dan 12:2; Hos 6:2; 13:14).  This move proves Jesus is engaging them in 

persuasion, not just rhetoric to win an argument. Jesus quotes Exodus 3:1-4:17, and 

especially 3:6 (from the Pentateuch, the only portion of the OT which the Sadducees 

considered canonical and thus authoritative) where he finds an implicit reference to the 

resurrection.  It is as if Jesus tells them if they will listen to Moses about marriage, they 

should listen to Moses about resurrection.  Notice the manner of Jesus’ quotation.  He does 

not cite chapter and verse because he could not remember the exact reference, but because 

chapter and verse divisions had not yet been added to the Bible (chapter-and-verse divisions 

were a product of the Middle Ages).  His manner of citation was a commonly accepted was 

of citing Scripture.  In Exodus, God addresses Moses and calls himself the God of the 

patriarchs of long ago.  How is this citation of Exodus relevant to Jesus’ answer?  Why is this 

manner of God speaking of himself significant? 
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28. V38. Jesus explained that God is the God of the living, not the dead, for all live to him (Rom 

6:11; 14:7-8; 2 Cor 5:15; Gal 2:19).  In other words, everyone who lived for God is “alive” 

from God’s perspective.  For if God is still the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, then this 

means the patriarchs must have a continuing existence after death.  Dead people have no 

God.  Only living people can have a God.  Therefore they are alive with God in heaven.  If it 

were not so, God could not fulfill his covenant promises to them, but only their children.  But 

God’s promises are sure, and the patriarchs and all who die in the Lord will truly see God’s 

promises to them paid in full (Gen 15:1).  They are “sons of the resurrection,” adopted by 

God and receive the full inheritance as sons of God in Christ.  Abraham certainly believed in 

the possibility of bodily resurrection (Heb 11:19). 

29. V38.  What kind of conscious existence of life does Jesus have in mind for those who have 

attained to the age to come?  Jesus believed that the resurrection of the dead is a future event 

(Lk 14:14).  Jesus also believed in a conscious existence immediately after death (Lk 16:19-

31; 23:39-43).  The rest of the NT teaches this view of heaven and the resurrection as well (2 

Cor 5:1-5; Phil 1:21-23). 

30. V38. NET  sn. He is not God of the dead but of the living. Jesus' point was that if God could identify 

himself as God of the three old patriarchs, then they must still be alive when God spoke to Moses; 
and so they must be raised. 

31. V39. Jesus’ answer was so well-argued and well-spoken that even his religious enemies (the 

scribes) felt compelled to compliment him as a teacher.  See Acts 23:6-10 where Paul uses 

the question of resurrection to divide the Pharisees and Sadducees.  The animosity between 

these groups was fierce.  The Sadducees were aristocratic and the ruling party, but they were 

the minority.  The Pharisees were lay teachers popular with the people, and were greater in 

number.  When Christ’s enemies admitted his greatness, they foreshadowed what will happen 

on the last day of judgment (Phil 2:10).  This is a great comfort for believers. 

32. V39. NET  sn. Teacher, you have spoken well! The scribes, being Pharisees, were happy for the 

defense of resurrection and angels, which they (unlike the Sadducees) believed in. 

33. V40. Because of Jesus’ answer to their best effort to trick him, putting him on the horns of 

dilemma in order to discredit him (and establish their own claim to be the accurate 

interpreters of the Mosaic Law), the Sadducees dared not ask him any more questions.  This 

was a good strategy for them, since every time they challenged him, they walked away losing 

credibility. 

34. Application: Everyone who does not rely on God and follow his Son Jesus Christ necessarily 

relies on his strength.  The Sadducees relied on their intelligence and ability to interpret the 

Bible.  They were confident they could stump Jesus with their best question and their 

superior understanding of the Bible.  But although Jesus could answer their challenges, they 

could not answer his.  Their strength turned out to be their weakness before God, because 

they rejected God, choosing to rely on their strength.  It is the same with everyone—

including you and me.  When you exalt your strength above God, it will surely be your 

downfall.  If you see yourself as intelligent, and rely on your wits to guide you through life 

rather than seeking God’s guidance and direction, your strength is your weakness.  This is 

rejecting God.  If you see yourself as a nice and loving person, and rely on your capacity to 
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love rather than seeking God to work his love through your life, your strength is your 

weakness.  This also is rejecting God.  Only when you begin to see your natural strength as 

your point of spiritual weakness will you surrender yourself to God’s control.  His strength is 

made perfect in weakness (2 Cor 12:9).  When I am weak, then I am strong (2 Cor 12:10). 

35. Vv41-44.  As a traditional culture that honored its elders, people generally believed that sons 

were not greater than their fathers (i.e., fathers were greater, wiser, and more important than 

sons, and therefore ancestors were greater, wiser, and more important than descendants).  

This is why it was paradoxical in Jesus’ culture to call the Christ David’s son and also 

David’s Lord.  How could this be if David was the Christ’s father/elder/ancestor?  The 

answer is found in the nature of the Christ.  He is not only David’s son as a human 

descendant; he is also God’s son and therefore David’s Lord (Acts 10:36; Rom 1:3-4).  

Sometimes the greater comes later.  The Christ is greater than David (greater king and heart 

for God), Solomon (greater wisdom and glory), and Jonah (greater preacher) (Lk 11:31-33). 

36. V41. Jesus has silenced their tricky questions, but he will not allow the important 

conversation about the Christ to cease.  Thus he asks them a question to keep the dialogue 

going.  His question involves the paradoxical notion that the Christ, as the son of David, is 

also the Lord of David.  How can the Christ be David’s son, since a father (ancestor) is 

usually considered greater than his son (descendant)?  The Jews knew the Bible’s teaching 

about the Christ being David’s son (2 Sam 7:13-14; Isa 11:1; Jer 23:5).  The Sadducees 

especially did not understand how the Christ could be David’s Lord. 

37. V41. NET sn. It was a common belief in Judaism that Messiah would be David's son in that he 

would come from the lineage of David. On this point the Pharisees agreed and were correct. But their 
understanding was nonetheless incomplete, for Messiah is also David's Lord. With this statement 
Jesus was affirming that, as the Messiah, he is both God and man. 

38. Vv42-43.  Jesus quotes Psalm 110:1 to illustrate how in the Scriptures David himself 

describes the Christ, as the son of David, is also David’s Lord (his greater).  This is not just a 

helpful verse to show the religious leaders they aren’t as clever as they think.  It is a 

foundational gospel verse, and is in fact quoted or alluded to more than any other Psalm in 

the NT (Acts 7:56; Rom 8:34; 1 Cor 15:25; Eph 1:20; Col 3:1; Heb 1:3, 13; 8:1; 10:12-13; 1 

Pet 3:22; Rev 3:21).  Peter quoted it during his Pentecost sermon to show that the Christ has 

greater authority than his father David (the very first Christian sermon after Jesus ascended to 

heaven; Acts 2:34-35).  It establishes Christ’s superiority over all creation—even the angels 

(1 Cor 15:25; Heb 1:13; 10:13). 

39. V42. The quotation is from the LXX.  David’s son and Lord, the Christ, is given the place of 

honor and the right hand of God (Acts 2:32-36; 5:31; 7:56; cf. Phil 2:9-11).  As the royal son 

of David, the right hand is also the position of power and sovereign authority (cf. Mk 10:35-

45).  Note in the OT, the original Hebrew language for Psalm 110:1 is “Yahweh [The LORD] 

says to my Lord.”  David wrote that God (Yahweh) says to David’s Lord… 

40. V43. The figure of speech “until I make your enemies your footstool” envisions the enemies 

of licking the dust at the conqueror’s feet who puts his foot on his enemies’ neck (Josh 

10:24).  Total triumph is the picture.  This will be fulfilled completely at the consummation 



Luke 20:27-44 Brian M. Sandifer 

Heritage Presbyterian Church 17 6/22/2014 

of the kingdom when Jesus Christ returns to bring judgment on his enemies and salvation for 

his people (Lk 12:40-48; 19:27; 21:27, 36; Acts 10:42; 17:31). 

41. V44. Jesus leaves the question unanswered, because he means to let the Sadducees and 

scribes ruminate on the question.  To answer the question they would have to admit that the 

Christ was also the divine Son of God.  This is the only option.  The religious teachers 

affirmed that the Christ would be David’s son, and the Christ would be David’s Lord.  These 

Bible truths they got right.  But they could not explain on what basis this was true.  If the 

Christ is not both man and God, then these truths appear contradictory.  So on what basis do 

the religious leaders hold these truths?  This is the question.  This is the issue.  This is the 

issue most of all Jesus wants to press on them (1 Jn 2:21-25; 4:1-6; 5:1).  What good is it to 

accept truth without thinking out its implications—like memorizing without understanding?  

But in a sense, Jesus does give them the answer: Scripture teachers that the Christ is more 

than David’s son.  Will the religious leaders come to recognize and affirm this?  Will they 

bow to Jesus as the son of David and the Christ who is David’s Lord?  The answer of course 

is that Christ as God is David’s Lord, while Christ as man is David’s son.  Christ is the God-

man.  Fully God, fully man.  Two natures, in one person forever. 

42. V44. For Jesus’ audience, the unanswered question would seem a riddle.  But for Luke’s 

audience (Theophilus and all others who follow Jesus after his resurrection) the question 

serves to boost confidence in believers that we have trusted the God-man.  He is the Christ, 

to whom one day every knee shall bow (Phil 2:11).  He may be outnumbered by the 

Sadducees and other religious leaders, but he is a superior teacher and thus can be trusted to 

teach the way of God. 

43. Application: Identifying who Jesus is, and then believing and living accordingly, is the 

central issue of life.  If Jesus of Nazareth is not God in the flesh, if he did not rise from the 

dead, if he isn’t still alive today in his resurrection body, if he did not promise to return, then 

“eat, drink, and be merry, for tomorrow we die!”  But if Jesus is everything he claimed to be, 

and did everything the Bible says he did, then nothing else is more important than answering 

the question: how can Jesus Christ be David’s son and also David’s Lord?  If Jesus is both 

(and he rose from the dead according to the testimony of many eyewitnesses to prove he is 

both), then that changes everything!  And it should change you.  Please don’t fall silent like 

the Sadducees, unwilling to answer the question.  They chose unbelief and remained 

confused about Jesus’ identity. 

44. Implications 

a. The way we identify Jesus reveals our understanding of him.  He is the son of David, but 

not only so.  If we merely say he is the son of David, then Jew and secular historian will 

not object.  This title for Jesus is true but inadequate for describing who Jesus actually is 

and claimed to be.  He is also the Christ who is David’s Lord because Jesus is God’s 

anointed King and Son.  He is Son of God and therefore King of kings and Lord of lords. 

b. The way Jesus answers theological and biblical questions is aiming at persuasion, not 

rhetorical victory. Notice how he meets his discussion partners on their grounds and 

according to their rules.  Jesus cites their own authoritative scriptures, thereby removing 
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their option of merely dismissing his argument.  Christians can do the same when making 

their case with theological opponents.  We must remain faithful to the Bible, and should 

certainly cite it as authoritative, but we can strategically show how our opponents’ 

presuppositions and conclusions are inconsistent with the way they actually live.  To 

make such a case is to be innocent as doves and shrewd as wolves. 

c. Jesus believes the Scripture cannot be broken, and it is authoritative even to the tense of 

verbs.  His citation and argument is not sound if the text says, “God was (past tense; not 

is, present tense) the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.”  To remove the force of Jesus’ 

argument, some have suggested that “God of Abraham” just means God was the God of 

Abraham when he was alive.  But other biblical passages explicitly teach the existence of 

an afterlife for God’s people (Pss 16:10-11; 17:15; 73:23-26). 

d. Marriage is a temporary, albeit blessed, institution for this age only.  Worldviews and 

theologies that ask marriage to carry more freight, purpose, value, and meaning than it 

was meant to bear turn it into an idol, and thus end up working and hoping against God’s 

design for marriage.  Conversely, worldviews and theologies that don’t recognize or 

affirm marriage’s God-given purpose, value, and meaning end up turning marriage into 

something completely different than God intends and thus working at cross-purposes 

against God good design. 

e. Marriage is for this age and not the next.  This transforms the way a husband and wife see 

each other.  It transforms how each sees their own role in the marriage.  If marriage is for 

this life and not the resurrection life, then what is marriage for in this life?  As an 

institution, for spiritual companionship, for playing a part in God’s plan of sanctifying 

your spouse, and for the building of a godly society through the procreation of children 

who inherit the fruit of their parents labor after parents die.  Jesus does not imply that a 

Christian husband and wife will not know each other or experience intimate fellowship in 

heaven.  The Bible says we will continue earthly relationships in heaven (1 Thess 4:17-

18).  His point is that marriage and the peculiar covenant relationship it establishes 

between husband and wife will not exist in the resurrection age to come.  But this is not a 

loss of happiness.  The blessings of the resurrection age will surpass all good things that 

exist in this age.  The Bible assumes that the need for love, fellowship, and whatever else 

is necessary for happiness will be ours in abundance in the age to come.  Therefore we 

ought not lament the fact that marriage will not exist in eternity.  If your marriage has 

been good, and find yourself doubting God’s good plan to eliminate marriage in the age 

to come, remember that something better awaits us! 

Quotation: “Like faith and hope, some ‘lesser’ things will come to an end in order that the 

‘greater’ blessings of the kingdom may be even more intensified…Yet the believer, in 

faith, believes that if anything good in this age is not carried over in the age to come, it is 

because it will be replaced by something far, far better.” Robert Stein, Luke, 501. 

f. The way Jesus describes resurrection life as immortality like the angels in heaven shows 

he is not talking about returning to an “Edenic” state of innocence where marriage was 

necessary and appropriate.  Adam and Eve existed in the Garden of Eden under a 

covenant of works that was by its nature probational and conditional.  Its goal was 
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eschatological, for if Adam had passed the probationary test in the Garden, then he would 

have been confirmed in his righteousness and would have been tasked to complete the 

cultural mandate to fill the earth and subdue it.  When the Fall entered history, the 

cultural mandate was carried out by sinful men populating the earth, filling and subduing 

it.  In the new heavens and new earth, the population will be solely those who had been 

redeemed in the first age.  Thus marriage as a family institution for the procreation of the 

human race will be unnecessary. 

g. When building our understanding of the nature of resurrection life in the age to come, we 

must use only the Scriptures (although we may find illustrations of these biblical truths in 

nature and sound reason).  But we must be careful to not use biblical truths about this life 

and extrapolate them to resurrection life in the next age.  This was the mistake of the 

Sadducees.  Christians (and others who interpret the Bible) make the same kind of 

mistake when they envision celestial or eternal marriage, or believing their family will be 

together in heaven as a distinct covenant household.  There is much about the resurrection 

life in the age to come that is still mystery to us.  There is simply not much revelation to 

answer our questions.  So we ought to believe the clear teaching of Scripture on the 

resurrection (all of which is found in the NT), and interpret the less clear and veiled 

teachings of the resurrection found in the OT in light of NT teacher.  Scripture 

interpreting Scripture; the clear interpreting the less clear—this is how we read the Bible 

responsibly.  What do we know?  Resurrection means that death is not the end of a 

person’s existence.  The Bible does not teach soul annihilation.  Souls are eternal, which 

means everyone is accountable to God.  No one escapes justice by escaping this world.  

Therefore judgment and eternal life hang on the doctrine of the resurrection.  Jesus says 

the sons of the resurrection cannot die anymore.  This is saying more than they will not 

die.  They cannot die because death cannot touch them. 

h. The future resurrection means everything you do matters.  There is life after death.  But 

this is not a reincarnation for you to try life over again.  There will be no second chance, 

so you should pay careful attention to your life and doctrine in this life so you will be 

counted by God among who attain to that age and the resurrection of the dead. 

i. Levirate marriage proves God cares about issues of social justice.  He loves widows and 

gives his people laws that protect them from poverty.  He institutes marriage to provide 

shalom for a just society.  In other words, he cares about human flourishing and fairness 

on earth.  Therefore anything that contributes to the breakdown of relational and society 

shalom is not God’s will for the world.  In fact he desires that his people value social 

justice as well.  We must live lives that contribute to the flourishing of everyone in God’s 

kingdom.  We are to love our neighbor as ourselves, not only in our private lives, but our 

public lives as well.  This has direct implications for all we do—our vocations, our 

cultivating community, our defense, protection, and advocacy of the underprivileged and 

oppressed.  “Secular” callings that build or support shalom in any way actually contribute 

to God’s kingdom growing in the world in this age. 
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8 Sermon References 

Deuteronomy 25:5-6   "If brothers dwell together, and one of them dies 
and has no son, the wife of the dead man shall not be married outside the 
family to a stranger. Her husband's brother shall go in to her and take her 
as his wife and perform the duty of a husband's brother to her.  6 And the 
first son whom she bears shall succeed to the name of his dead brother, 
that his name may not be blotted out of Israel. 

Exodus 3:4-6  When the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God 
called to him out of the bush, "Moses, Moses!" And he said, "Here I am."  5 
Then he said, "Do not come near; take your sandals off your feet, for the 
place on which you are standing is holy ground."  6 And he said, "I am the 
God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob." And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 

Psalm 110:1  The LORD says to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand, until I 
make your enemies your footstool." 

Psalm 16:10-11  10 For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let your 
holy one see corruption.  11 You make known to me the path of life; in your 
presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures 
forevermore. 

Within this Christian vision for marriage, here’s what it means to fall in 

love.  It is to look at another person and get a glimpse of the person God 

is creating, and to say, “I see who God is making you, and it excites me!  

I want to be part of that.  I want to partner with you and God in the 

journey you are taking to his throne.  And when we get there, I will look 

at your magnificence and say, ‘I always knew you could be like this.  I 

got glimpses of it on earth, but now look at you!’”  Each spouse should 

see the great thing that Jesus is doing in the life of their mate through the 

Word, the gospel.  Each spouse then should give him- or herself to be a 

vehicle for that work and envision the day that you will stand together 

before God, seeing each other presented in spotless beauty and glory. 

[Tim Keller, The Meaning of Marriage, 121] 




