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Luke 18:15-30 “How to Get Eternal Life” May 4, 2014 

OT Lesson: Jeremiah 17:5-14  Brian M. Sandifer 

Getting eternal life is counterintuitive: those who bring nothing but childlike trust are welcomed into 

God’s kingdom, those who leave all for God gain all, but those who seek admittance by what they bring 

walk away empty-handed. To inherit eternal life, simply follow Jesus as your King and don’t turn back. 

Introduction – Nearly everyone wants to go to heaven. A smaller subset, but still the majority of people, 

believe they are headed for heaven. A still smaller group are certain they will be with God in heaven. This 

group has what we call “assurance of salvation.” Yet many people lack assurance.  

I. Eternal Life is Not For Sale 

A. The extremely rich ruler tried to buy a ticket to heaven (vv. 18-21) 

1. This rich man was possibly a ruler in the synagogue (cf. Lk 8:41) or a member of the Jewish 

Council (Lk 23:13, 35; 24:20). Likely he was a member of the upper classes, those who were 

commonly considered “first” in the kingdom of God by the people. It appears he sought assurance 

concerning his eternal destiny. He wanted to know if there was something more he needed to do 

to enter the kingdom. But Jesus discerns a problem in the way the ruler asked the question: by 

addressing him as “Good Teacher.” 

2. Jesus could have launched into a gospel presentation, like Paul did when asked a similar 

question (cf. Acts 16:29-31). Many evangelicals would probably would smell “conversion blood 

in the water” and cast for the catch. But not Jesus. It is as if Jesus replies, “Do you know who I 

am?” Jesus discerns the ruler has a false understanding of goodness, believing that some people 

can be so good that God would grade them “good enough”. 

3. Jesus recites commandments 5-9. These entail the “second table” of the law (except the tenth: 

do not covet). These comprise man’s duties to his neighbor, which are easier to test by a person’s 

outward behavior. Why did Jesus go to the law? He is subverting the rich ruler’s self-confidence. 

He refers him to the law that he might gain knowledge of sin (Rom 3:20). 

4. Amazingly the ruler claims he has kept from his youth all these commandments! He hasn’t 

understood the Sermon on the Mount where Jesus expounds the law’s true concern: the heart (Mt 

5:20ff, 48). He’s never considered all the law requires and forbids (For 8th, cf. WLC 141-142). 

B. Jesus set the price much too high for him (vv. 22-25) 

1. Is Jesus pressing the law on the ruler so he might come to the end of his goodness? Yes. But 

Jesus also subtly changes from the category of law to gospel. This man trusts the law to save him. 

So the Lord pressed him to instead trust in Jesus! That is why Jesus tells this man he must sell all 

and give all. It is a test of this man’s trust in Jesus. 

2. The rich ruler became sad, because Jesus had exposed his lack of goodness. He did not 

actually keep the law by loving God and his neighbor. He loved his wealth more, and was 

unwilling to give it away when commanded by God to do so. His riches were his god, and he 

desired them more than God. Jesus gave him the exact command he needed in order to be set free 

from his love of money. In the end, he would see Jesus as Good, but refuse to obey him as God. 

3. Who can forget the thought of a camel trying to pass through the eye of a needle! Remember 

hyperbole illustrates truth, not an exaggerated truth stretched to the point of incredulity. The point 

is not that rich people can only gain eternal life with a herculean effort. No, it is absolutely 

impossible for a rich man to do anything to get eternal life apart from God (1 Tim 6:10). 
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II. Eternal Life is Inherited 

A. Who can be saved? (v. 26) 

The people of Jesus’ day assumed that the rich were experiencing God’s favor, and were in a 

spiritually privileged position (cf. Prov 6:6-11; 10:4; 28:19). Thus people reasoned that great wealth 

enabled someone to “get ahead” in the spiritual life. People must have thought the rich ruler was first 

in line for heaven. If it was so very difficult for him to be saved, then the average person didn’t stand 

a chance! “Who then can be saved?” is a question of desperation. 

B. No man can buy it, but God does bequeath it (v. 27) 

No one, no matter how spiritually privileged, ever paid his own way into the kingdom of God. Eternal 

life is not for sale. Your goodness and good deeds are offensive to God when you offer them in 

exchange for the kingdom. Instead God is pleased to bequeath eternal life to his followers. 

III. Eternal Life Has One Condition 

A. Follow Jesus and don’t look back (v. 28) 

The disciples thought hard about this—the camel, the needle, selling all. Peter, probably speaking for 

all of them, reminded Jesus that they had left everything to follow him. They wanted assurance that 

they had inherited eternal life. Had they met the one condition? Had they passed the “sell all” test? 

Had they followed where the rich ruler had turned back? 

B. Follow Jesus with a childlike faith (vv. 15-17) 

Earlier Jesus pointed to babies as an example of the kind of faith required to inherit eternal life. At 

first the disciples didn’t understand how to get eternal life—that it requires childlike trust in Jesus. 

They tried to prevent parents from bringing their little ones to Jesus. But Jesus seized that moment to 

teach God’s kingdom belongs to “such as these.” Now it seems the disciples finally began to 

understand. 

C. Follow Jesus who is our eternal inheritance (vv. 29-30) 

1. Jesus taught no matter what his disciples give up for the sake of the kingdom, God’s good 

gifts are always of surpassing worth and greatness. They will receive treasure in heaven, as Jesus 

promised the rich ruler if he would trust and follow him (v. 22). 

2. This is a spiritual idea, that anything one gives up for the sake of following Christ will 

receive the full equivalent (and more!) in Christ. For leaving one’s family to follow Jesus, 

disciples will gain a new family (the church; cf. Mk 3:34-35). For leaving one’s life in this age to 

follow Jesus, disciples will gain eternal life in the next age. The eternal inheritance is Jesus, 

following him, united to him by faith, and receiving all kingdom rewards as they are bound up in 

relationship to Christ. 

Conclusion – These are some of the blessings believers have inherited in this age (Heb 6:5), and will 

experience fully in the age to come. Peace of God that passes understanding (Phil 4:7; Isa 26:3). 

Unspeakable joy and full glory (1 Pet 1:8). The light of knowing God’s glory in Christ’s face (2 Cor 4:6). 

God’s love that the Holy Spirit pours into our hearts (Rom 5:5). Ability to endure trials for Christ’s sake 

by faith, hope, and love (Rom 5:3; 2 Cor 12:10). Rejoice in suffering shame for Christ’s sake (1 Pet 1:8; 

Acts 5:41). Assurance of God’s love and life in his presence forever as his blessed child: heir of eternal 

life. 
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1 Original Language, Personal English Translation, and Textual Notes 

Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

Luke 18:15 Prose,feron de. auvtw/| kai. ta. bre,fh 
i[na auvtw/n a[pthtai\ ivdo,ntej de. oi ̀
maqhtai. evpeti,mwn auvtoi/jÅ 

And they were bringing to him even infants 
in order that he might touch them.  But 
when the disciples saw, they rebuked 
them. 

 

Luke 18:16 o ̀de. VIhsou/j prosekale,sato auvta. 
le,gwn\ a;fete ta. paidi,a e;rcesqai 
pro,j me kai. mh. kwlu,ete auvta,( tw/n 
ga.r toiou,twn evsti.n h ̀basilei,a tou/ 
qeou/Å 

But Jesus called them to himself saying, 
“Let the little children come to me, and do 
not hinder them, for to such belongs the 
kingdom of God. 

 

Luke 18:17 avmh.n le,gw um̀i/n( o]j a'n mh. de,xhtai 
th.n basilei,an tou/ qeou/ ẁj paidi,on( 
ouv mh. eivse,lqh| eivj auvth,nÅ 

Truly, I say to you, whoever does not 
receive the kingdom of God as a little child, 
he shall not enter into it.” 

 

Luke 18:18 Kai. evphrw,thse,n tij auvto.n a;rcwn 
le,gwn\ dida,skale avgaqe,( ti, poih,saj 
zwh.n aivw,nion klhronomh,swÈ 

And a certain ruler asked him, saying, 
“Good Teacher, what should I do to inherit 
eternal life?” 

 

Luke 18:19 ei=pen de. auvtw/| o ̀VIhsou/j\ ti, me 
le,geij avgaqo,nÈ ouvdei.j avgaqo.j eiv mh. 
ei-j o ̀qeo,jÅ 

And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call 
me good?  No one is good except the one 
God. 

 

Luke 18:20 ta.j evntola.j oi=daj\ mh. moiceu,sh|j( mh. 
foneu,sh|j( mh. kle,yh|j( mh. 
yeudomarturh,sh|j( ti,ma to.n pate,ra 
sou kai. th.n mhte,raÅ 

You know the commandments: Do not 
commit adultery, Do not murder, Do not 
steal, Do to bear false witness, Honor your 
father and mother.” 

 

Luke 18:21 o ̀de. ei=pen\ tau/ta pa,nta evfu,laxa evk 
neo,thtojÅ 

But he said, “All these I have kept from 
youth.” 

 

Luke 18:22 avkou,saj de. o ̀VIhsou/j ei=pen auvtw/|\ e;ti 
e[n soi lei,pei\ pa,nta o[sa e;ceij 
pw,lhson kai. dia,doj ptwcoi/j( kai. 
e[xeij qhsauro.n evn Îtoi/jÐ ouvranoi/j( 
kai. deu/ro avkolou,qei moiÅ 

And hearing Jesus said to him, “One thing 
you still lack.  Sell everything you have and 
give it to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven; and come here, follow 
me.” 

 

Luke 18:23 o ̀de. avkou,saj tau/ta peri,lupoj 
evgenh,qh\ h=n ga.r plou,sioj sfo,draÅ 

But when he heard this, he became deeply 
grieved, for he was exceedingly wealthy. 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

Luke 18:24 ivdw.n de. auvto.n o ̀VIhsou/j Îperi,lupon 
geno,menonÐ ei=pen\ pw/j dusko,lwj oì 
ta. crh,mata e;contej eivj th.n 
basilei,an tou/ qeou/ eivsporeu,ontai\ 

And Jesus, looking at him, said, “How 
difficult it is for those who have wealth to 
enter the kingdom of God. 

From Metzger’s textual commentary: 

auvto.n o ̀VIhsou/j @peri,lupon geno,menon# 
ei=pen {C} 

On the one hand, the excellent 

attestation for the shorter text (a B L ¦1 

1241 al) and the variety of positions of 
peri,lupon geno,menon suggest that the 

words were introduced by copyists, 
perhaps from ver. 23 (peri,lupoj 
evgenh,qh). On the other hand, since Luke’s 

penchant of repeating a word or phrase in 
adjacent passages16 may have operated 
here, a majority of the Committee did not 
feel at liberty to omit the phrase entirely, 
but enclosed it within square brackets. 

 

NET tc † The phrase peri,lupon geno,menon 
(perilupon genomenon, "[When Jesus saw 
him] becoming sad") is found in the 
majority of MSS (A [D] W Q Y 078 ¦13 33vid 

Û latt sy), and it is not unknown in Lukan 

style to repeat a word or phrase in 
adjacent passages (TCGNT 143). 
However, the phrase is lacking in some 

significant MSS (a B L ¦1 579 1241 2542 

co). The shorter reading is nevertheless 
difficult to explain if it is not original: It is 
possible that these witnesses omitted this 
phrase out of perceived redundancy from 
the preceding verse, although intentional 
omissions, especially by several and 
varied witnesses, are generally unlikely. 
NA27 places the words in brackets, 
indicating doubts as to their authenticity. 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

Luke 18:25 euvkopw,teron ga,r evstin ka,mhlon dia. 
trh,matoj belo,nhj eivselqei/n h' 
plou,sion eivj th.n basilei,an tou/ qeou/ 
eivselqei/nÅ 

For it is easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle than for a rich man to 
enter into the kingdom of God.” 

 

Luke 18:26 ei=pan de. oì avkou,santej\ kai. ti,j 
du,natai swqh/naiÈ 

And those who heard said, “Then who can 
be saved?” 

 

Luke 18:27 o ̀de. ei=pen\ ta. avdu,nata para. 
avnqrw,poij dunata. para. tw/| qew/| 
evstinÅ 

But he said, “What is impossible with men 
is possible with God.” 

 

Luke 18:28 Ei=pen de. o ̀Pe,troj\ ivdou. hm̀ei/j 
avfe,ntej ta. i;dia hvkolouqh,same,n soiÅ 

And Peter said, “Behold, we have left our 
homes and followed you.” 

NET tn Or "left our homes," "left our 
possessions"; Grk "left our own things." 
The word i;dioj (idios) can refer to one's 

home (including the people and 
possessions in it) or to one's property or 
possessions. Both options are mentioned 
in BDAG 467 s.v. 4.b. See also I. H. 
Marshall, Luke (NIGTC), 688; D. L. Bock, 
Luke (BECNT), 2:1488. 

 

Luke 18:29 o ̀de. ei=pen auvtoi/j\ avmh.n le,gw um̀i/n 
o[ti ouvdei,j evstin o]j avfh/ken oivki,an h' 
gunai/ka h' avdelfou.j h' gonei/j h' 
te,kna e[neken th/j basilei,aj tou/ qeou/( 

And he said to them, “Truly I say to you, 
there is no one who has left house or wife 
or brothers or parents or children for the 
sake of the kingdom of God, 

 

Luke 18:30 o]j ouvci. mh. ÎavpoÐla,bh| pollaplasi,ona 
evn tw/| kairw/| tou,tw| kai. evn tw/| aivw/ni 
tw/| evrcome,nw| zwh.n aivw,nionÅ 

who will not receive many times as much 
in this time and in the age to come eternal 
life.” 

NET tn Grk "this time" (kairo,j, kairos), but 

for stylistic reasons this has been 
translated "this age" here. 
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2 Exegetical Outline – Luke 18:15-30 (verse summary) 

V15. People were bringing children—even infants—to Jesus so he would touch them, but the 

disciples rebuked the people when they saw this. 

V16. But Jesus called his disciples to himself and told them the kingdom of God belongs to those 

like children, and Jesus commanded them not to hinder the children but permit them to come to 

him. 

V17. Jesus assured his disciples that whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child 

receives it shall not enter it. 

V18. A certain ruler addressed Jesus as “Good Teacher” and then asked him what he must do to 

inherit eternal life. 

V19. Jesus asked the ruler why he called him “good” since no one is good except God. 

V20. Then Jesus told the ruler that he knows the commandments: do not commit adultery, do not 

murder, steal, lie, and honor your parents. 

V21. The ruler replied to Jesus that he has kept all these commandments since youth. 

V22. Jesus listened and said to the ruler that he still lacked one thing: first, he must sell all his 

possessions, give the money to the poor, and then he will have heavenly treasure, and second, he 

must come with Jesus and follow him. 

V23. The ruler became very sad when he heard these things because he was very wealthy. 

V24. When Jesus saw how sad the ruler had become, he exclaimed how difficult it is for those 

who have wealth to enter God’s kingdom. 

V25. Jesus declared that it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich 

man to enter God’s kingdom. 

V26. Those who heard Jesus say this asked who then can be saved. 

V27. Jesus replied that what is impossible with men in possible with God. 

V28. Peter called attention to the fact that the disciples had left their homes and followed Jesus. 

V29. Jesus assured his disciples to consider the one who has left house, wife, brothers, parents, 

or children for the sake of God’s kingdom. 

V30. Jesus said the person who left these kinds of things will receive many times more in this 

time, and eternal life in the age to come. 
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3 Exegetical Outline – Luke 18:15-30 (full) 

I. If you pursue God’s kingdom like the children then you will enter it (vv. 15-17). 

a. Jesus’ disciples were hindering people from bringing children to Jesus (v. 15). 

i. V15. People were bringing children—even infants—to Jesus so he would 

touch them, but the disciples rebuked the people when they saw this. 

b. Jesus rebuked the disciples because God’s kingdom belongs to those who receive it 

like children (vv. 16-17). 

i. V16. But Jesus called his disciples to himself and told them the kingdom of 

God belongs to those like children, and Jesus commanded them not to hinder 

the children but permit them to come to him. 

ii. V17. Jesus assured his disciples that whoever does not receive the kingdom of 

God like a child receives it shall not enter it. 

II. If you pursue God’s kingdom like the rich man then you will not enter it (vv. 18-27). 

a. A certain ruler seeks to inherit eternal life by keeping the law (vv. 18-21). 

i. V18. A certain ruler addressed Jesus as “Good Teacher” and then asked him 

what he must do to inherit eternal life. 

ii. V19. Jesus asked the ruler why he called him “good” since no one is good 

except God. 

iii. V20. Then Jesus told the ruler that he knows the commandments: do not 

commit adultery, do not murder, steal, lie, and honor your parents. 

iv. V21. The ruler replied to Jesus that he has kept all these commandments since 

youth. 

b. Jesus shows the ruler that those who love their riches more than God will not enter 

God’s kingdom (vv. 22-25). 

i. V22. Jesus listened and said to the ruler that he still lacked one thing: first, he 

must sell all his possessions, give the money to the poor, and then he will have 

heavenly treasure, and second, he must come with Jesus and follow him. 

ii. V23. The ruler became very sad when he heard these things because he was 

very wealthy. 

iii. V24. When Jesus saw how sad the ruler had become, he exclaimed how 

difficult it is for those who have wealth to enter God’s kingdom. 
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iv. V25. Jesus declared that it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 

needle than for a rich man to enter God’s kingdom. 

c. It is impossible with men, even those like the rich who appear more blessed than 

everyone else, to be saved (vv. 26-27). 

i. V26. Those who heard Jesus say this asked who then can be saved. 

ii. V27. Jesus replied that what is impossible with men in possible with God. 

III. If you leave home and family for the kingdom’s sake then you will receive much more in 

this life and eternal life in the age to come (vv. 28-30). 

a. What of those who leave home and family for the sake of God’s kingdom? (v. 28). 

i. V28. Peter called attention to the fact that the disciples had left their homes 

and followed Jesus. 

b. Those who leave home and family for the sake of God’s kingdom will receive 

kingdom blessings in this life and inherit eternal life (vv. 29-30). 

i. V29. Jesus assured his disciples to consider the one who has left house, wife, 

brothers, parents, or children for the sake of God’s kingdom. 

ii. V30. Jesus said the person who left these kinds of things will receive many 

times more in this time, and eternal life in the age to come. 
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4 Exegetical Outline – Luke 18:15-30 (abbreviated) 

Exegetical Proposition: Jesus taught entrance into the kingdom of God is counterintuitive: little 

children are welcomed, those who leave home and family are rewarded, but the rich and self-

righteous walk away sad. 

I. If you pursue God’s kingdom like the children then you will enter it (vv. 15-17). 

a. Jesus’ disciples were hindering people from bringing children to Jesus (v. 15). 

b. Jesus rebuked the disciples because God’s kingdom belongs to those who receive it 

like children (vv. 16-17). 

II. If you pursue God’s kingdom like the rich man then you will not enter it (vv. 18-27). 

a. A certain ruler seeks to inherit eternal life by keeping the law (vv. 18-21). 

b. Jesus shows the ruler that those who love their riches more than God will not enter 

God’s kingdom (vv. 22-25). 

c. It is impossible with men, even those like the rich who appear more blessed than 

everyone else, to be saved (vv. 26-27). 

III. If you leave home and family for the kingdom’s sake then you will receive much more in 

this life and eternal life in the age to come (vv. 28-30). 

a. What of those who leave home and family for the sake of God’s kingdom? (v. 28). 

b. Those who leave home and family for the sake of God’s kingdom will receive 

kingdom blessings in this life and inherit eternal life (vv. 29-30). 
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5 Theological Outline – Luke 18:15-30 

Theological Proposition: Entrance into the kingdom of God is counterintuitive: those who bring 

nothing but childlike trust are welcomed, those who leave everything are rewarded, but those 

who seek admittance by what they bring to God keep themselves out. 

I. If you seek to pursue God’s kingdom with childlike trust then you will enter it (vv. 15-

17). 

II. If you seek to purchase God’s kingdom with riches or morality then you will not enter it 

(vv. 18-27). 

III. If you leave everything for the kingdom’s sake then you will receive much more—now 

and forever (vv. 28-30). 
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6 Notes on Luke 18:15-30 

1. OT Reading ideas.  Exodus 20:1-2, 12-21 (the second table of the law, and the people’s 

reaction to God’s fearsome presence at Mount Sinai). Jeremiah 17:5-14 (Cursed is the man 

who trusts in man; blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord). 

2. Idea for a children’s sermon: Sing the song “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus” with the 

words, “the world behind me, the cross before me, no turning back.”  This would make a 

great ending to the sermon too, expressing childlike faith, encouraging the congregation to 

join in singing the song too.  The song is attributed to the Indian (India) Christian missionary 

named Sadhu Sundar Singh who died in 1929. 

3. Is there a common thread with the disciples assuming that letting parents bringing their 

babies to Jesus is a waste of his time, and the rich ruler perhaps assuming that giving to the 

poor would be a waste of his money?  Jesus didn’t view children as a waste of his time.  

Children are precious to him, and to such belong God’s kingdom (Lk 18:16).  Jesus didn’t 

view giving to the poor as a waste of money.  The poor are blessed, and to such belong God’s 

kingdom (Lk 6:20). 

4. Vv15-30. Note there is no hard break in Luke’s narrative between Luke 18:1-14 and vv. 15-

30. Verses 14 and 15 are tied together.  In parable form, Jesus says in v. 14 that the humble 

will be exalted and the exalted humbled.  Then in v. 15 Jesus uses an object lesson in the 

actions of his disciples to teach them how humble a person needs to be to experience the 

justification of God, to enter his kingdom.  It is as if the disciples concluded from the parable 

of the Pharisee and the tax collector that God helps those who help themselves rightly—by 

being humble.  Surely justification and God’s kingdom is for those who can help themselves, 

not helpless infants.  Jesus corrects them with a timely rebuke.  God helps those who cannot 

help themselves, like the little children brought to him.  Furthermore, the wider context is 

still concerned with eschatological ethics.  Jesus teaches about the eschaton in Luke 17:20-

37, and he continues this theme in Luke 18:31 as he describes the rejection, crucifixion and 

death of the Christ (the first installment of the Day of the Lord: the “already” of the 

kingdom).  Thus Luke 18:1-30 is in a sense “sandwiched” between teachings on what to 

expect at the end of the age.  The parables on prayer (Lk 18:1-14) and the encounters with 

people regarding the question of how one enters/inherits the kingdom must be interpreted and 

obeyed in light of their eschatological context and eternal importance.  An eye on God’s 

eternal kingdom fuels faith and obedience. 

5. Vv15-17.  Parallel passages in Mt 19:15-15; Mk 10:13-16.  Those who humble themselves 

will enter the kingdom, and no others.  This was the conclusion of the immediately preceding 

parable in Luke 18:9-14.  That the kingdom of God belongs to “such as these” and people 

who receive it “like a child” does not mean that all children enter the kingdom, nor that all 

children are somehow innocent and enter the kingdom by their lack of a sinful life record.  

“Such as these” and “like a child” mean rather that people who are like children in their trust 

(childlike trust in Jesus) will enter the kingdom of God.  Humility is subtle.  Humility as the 
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right attitude for entrance into the kingdom is emphasized again after the parable of the 

Pharisee and tax collector (Lk 18:9-14). 

6. Vv15-17. The Westminster Standards teach of “elect infants”.  WCF 10.3  Elect infants, 

dying in infancy, are regenerated and saved by Christ through the Spirit,(1) who worketh 

when, and where, and how He pleaseth.(2) So also are all other elect persons, who are 

uncapable of being outwardly called by the ministry of the Word.(3)  

(1) Luke 18:15,16; Acts 2:38,39; John 3:3,5; 1 John 5:12; Rom. 8:9.  

(2) John 3:8.  

(3) 1 John 5:12; Acts 4:12. 

 

Furthermore, the WCF teaches that children of a Christian parent are in the covenant of grace 

and therefore holy members of the covenant community.  WCF 28:4  Not only those that do 

actually profess faith in the obedience unto Christ,(1) but also the infants of one, or both, 

believing parents, are to be baptized.(2)  

 

(1) Mark 16:15,16; Acts 8:37,38  

(2) Gen. 17:7,9 with Gal. 3:9,14 and Col. 2:11,12; and Acts 2:38,39; and Rom. 4:11,12; 1 

Cor. 7:14; Matt. 28:19; Mark 10:13-16; Luke 18:15 

7. Quotation: “The children of those who belong to the kingdom of God do likewise belong to 

that kingdom, as the children of freemen are freemen.” ~ Matthew Henry 

8. V15. The little children people were bringing to Jesus that he might touch them included 

infants (only Luke includes this detail among the synoptic parallels).  That is what Luke says: 

“even infants.”  It also seems that little children and babies being presented to Jesus was a 

frequent occurrence in Jesus’ ministry.  It was customary for mothers to bring their little 

children to rabbis for a special blessing (perhaps akin to Christian parents ceremonially 

“dedicating” their infants to the Lord?).  There is no hint of hysteria in the scene, as when 

parents thrust their children near a pope or president for spiritual or emotional magic.  The 

masculine pronoun suggests the “them” included the fathers.  But the disciples rebuked the 

parents for bringing children.  Here they were acting in character (Lk 9:49-50; Mt 15:23).  

One commentator (Leon Morris) notes that not many of the world’s great religious teachers 

concerned themselves with children.  They had not understood the lesson Jesus taught them 

earlier about receiving children (Lk 9:46-48).  They had not developed a compassion for 

people in need, evidenced by their sending the hungry and sick away (Mt 14:13-21; 15:21-

28).  We also tend to disregard the powerless, regarding them as insignificant in the kingdom 

of God.  We would rather give honor and bless the rich, even foolishly so because the rich 

and powerful are often those who hurt believers (Jas 2:1-12).  Yet Jesus loved little children, 

fed the hungry and healed the sick because of his great compassion for his people—sheep 

without a shepherd (Mt 9:36-38).  It bears repeating today because Christians can be slow 

learners just like the first disciples.  Jesus loves little children, and he imitates the Father’s 

love for children (Mt 5:43-48; 11:25-30; Lk 6:27-38; Jn 3:16). 

9. V16. What does the faith of a disciple look like?  Like the faith a child has in his parents.  

This kind of faith is a model for those who want to inherit the kingdom of God.  Jesus’ 
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teaching is shocking when one considers the lack of status typical of children in ancient 

societies.  The disciples viewed these children as unimportant and an interruption to the 

important things Jesus was doing.  They were still thinking like the Pharisee (Lk 18:11).  The 

parallel passage in Mark’s gospel tells us that Jesus was indignant with his disciples for their 

treatment of little children (Mk 10:14).  The kingdom of God is for children too. 

10. V17. NET sn. The point of the comparison, to receive the kingdom of God like a child, has 

more to do with a child's trusting spirit and willingness to be dependent and receive from 

others than any inherent humility the child might possess. 

11. V17. Shall not enter the kingdom.  Jesus’ warning comes in the strongest terms.  One must 

receive the kingdom of God like a little child trusts his parents, or else he will never enter the 

kingdom!  A little child has no boast of achievement or status.  Everything he receives is as a 

gift.  A little child is not too proud to accept a gift!  In addition to being for children, the 

kingdom of God is for the childlike in faith.  Children show us the way into the kingdom by 

their dependence, openness, and trust. 

12. Illustration: Have you ever stopped to observe a child with his mom or dad.  Jesus used the 

example of children to illustrate a disciple’s proper trust in God.  A little boy is content with 

mom or dad carrying him, trusting the parent will not drop him.  A little girl reaches up to 

grasp her mom or dad’s hand, walking as fast as she can to keep up with the pace mom or 

dad sets.  These are pictures of the kind of trust we must have to enter God’s kingdom.  How 

is your trust in God?  Does you ever find yourself trusting God as a child? 

13. Vv18-30.  Luke’s Gospel often discusses wealth and generosity with material goods (Lk 

3:11; 5:11; 6:23-26, 34-35, 38;; 7:5; 8:3, 14; 10:34-35; 11:41; 12:13-21, 33; 14:12-14, 33; 

16:9-13, 19-31; 18:22; 19:8).  Jesus taught that handling wealth is a major spiritual issue in 

life. 

14. Vv18-30.  The passage parallels Mt 19:16-30 and Mk 10:17-31 where the rich ruler is 

described as young (hence the common name for him: “rich young ruler”).  Luke alone 

describes him as a “ruler.”  The rich ruler and his attempt to inherit the kingdom is contrasted 

with the children coming to Jesus.  These verses (vv. 18-30) are of a piece.  They are all from 

the same event: Jesus talking with the rich ruler about entering the kingdom of God, and then 

discussing this with his disciples afterward. 

15. Vv18-30. Luke emphasizes the requirement to enter God’s kingdom now.  Compared to the 

parallel accounts in Matthew and Mark that emphasized the rich ruler shall not (future tense) 

enter the kingdom, Luke exemplifies the rich ruler as one who does not (present tense) enter 

the kingdom.  Luke highlights Jesus’ teaching that to inherit the kingdom of God in the 

future, one must enter the kingdom’s present manifestation (Lk 18:24; cf 18:17).  In other 

words, press into the kingdom now!  To eat at the kingdom feast coming, begin participating 

in the feast happening now (Lk 14:15-24).  To enter eternal life in heaven, begin to 

experience that life now (Jn 3:16, 36; 5:24).  Don’t just wait for eternity.  Begin now living 

like heaven will come to earth, like heaven is a real place, and you are a living ambassador of 

the king who rules today. 
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16. Application: Americans may not all be rich, but most of us live in historic affluence 

compared to earlier times and other places in the world.  We live in or around wealthy 

communities and share in the wealth that is communal.  Thus even if we struggle to make 

ends meet each month, or are firmly in the middle class but only a few months of 

unemployment away from poverty, we are part of a culture that is tempted to sympathize 

with the rich ruler.  We have enough that it would be hard for us to give it up to follow Jesus.  

If Jesus put his finger on your wealth or possessions, I venture to say it would be very 

difficult to give it all to the poor and then follow Jesus with nothing.  So in teaching this 

passage, it is important for American pastors to teach this passage in such a way that truly 

poor people listening in would not hear the preacher letting the rich ruler off the hook by 

making excuses for him, or by softening Jesus’ words. 

17. V18. This rich man was possibly a ruler in the synagogue (cf. Lk 8:41) or a member of the 

Sanhedrin (Jewish Council; cf. Lk 23:13, 35; 24:20; Jn 3:1), but if he is “young” then these 

are unlikely.  More likely he is a member of the upper classes, those who were commonly 

considered “first” in the kingdom of God by the people.  It appears he sought assurance 

concerning his eternal destiny.  The Gospel of Mark tells us he ran to Jesus and knelt before 

him, revealing his emotional state—hasty and eager (Mk 10:17).  Such a display made him 

appear he would do anything to inherit eternal life.  He gauged himself a good law-abiding 

Jew seeking to please God, but he wanted to know if there was something more he needed to 

do to ensure an eternal inheritance of the kingdom.  The question he asks is not at all wrong-

headed.  It was also a common question the rabbis debated in Jesus’ day, so it would be 

natural for the rich ruler to ask Jesus the rabbi (teacher; cf. Lk 10:25).  But Jesus discerns 

what he means by the man calling Jesus “Good Teacher.”  Addressing a rabbi as “Good 

Teacher” was not a Jewish practice.  The man is flattering Jesus and perhaps building himself 

up as also one who is good.  The ruler asks what he needs to do to inherit (not merit) eternal 

life.  This is a synonym for entering God’s kingdom (cf. Jn 3:3-5, 16). 

18. V19. Jesus could have launched into a gospel presentation.  Many evangelicals would 

probably would smell “conversion blood in the water” and cast for the catch.  But not Jesus.  

He can see the man admires “goodness”.  So he takes a different tact with the man.  Note 

Jesus eventually responded in a similar manner to the same question from a lawyer earlier 

(Lk 10:25-28), but then tailored to the person’s response to Jesus.  In this case, the question 

Jesus counters with means to get at the ruler’s mistake and to get him to think about the 

significance of calling someone “good”.  The ruler either paid Jesus a general compliment or 

flattered him.  It is as if Jesus replies, “Do you know who I am?  Do you know what you are 

asking?”  Eternal life in the presence of a holy God who is a consuming fire!  Such a desire 

ought to drive the rich ruler to humility, seeking mercy instead of self-justification.  The ruler 

thinks that a man can be good in a generalized way.  Jesus challenges this assumption by 

explaining only God is truly good (1 Chron 16:34; 2 Chron 5:13; Pss 34:8; 106:1; 118:1, 29; 

136:1).  True goodness requires moral perfection, as Jesus will show.  Thus Jesus redirects 

the man’s gaze away toward God the ultimate and only truly good one.  Jesus discerns the 

ruler has a sense of “goodness” measured by human goodness compared to other people.  

This understanding will never lead a moral man to repent of his morality.  The ruler needs to 

see his rule-keeping as “no-good” in the sight of God before he will understand that human 

good deeds can never ever, no not ever, earn eternal life.  But note many conclude from 

Jesus’ answer that he disavowed his own deity.  They interpret Jesus as saying, “Only God is 
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good, and I am not God, therefore you should not call me good.”  But this is not what Jesus 

meant.  He was concerned with addressing the rich ruler’s superficial view of goodness.  This 

way of understanding Jesus is confirmed when the man rejects Jesus’ command.  If the man 

had a robust belief in the perfect goodness of Jesus, he would have obeyed by selling all his 

possessions and giving it all to the poor.  But he didn’t because he didn’t believe Jesus was 

good as God is good.  Further proof that the man had a shallow view of goodness is the 

praise he gives himself in obeying the law since his youth.  Jesus knew if the rich ruler were 

to be saved, he must be confronted with his superficial sense of goodness and see only God 

as truly good. 

19. Vv20-23. Jesus recites to the ruler commandments 5-9 (but not in order).  These 

commandments entail the whole “second table” of the law except the tenth (do not covet).  

The “second table” comprise man’s duties to his neighbors, which are easier to test by a 

person’s outward behavior.  By listing commandments 5-9, Jesus is subverting the rich 

ruler’s self-confidence.  He refers him to the law of God that he might gain knowledge of sin 

(Rom 3:20; cf. Gal 3:24).  Luke previously recorded Jesus doing the same thing (Lk 10:25-

28).  But the rich ruler does not understand the real meaning and depth of the law (Mt 5:21-

48).  So Jesus begins to do spiritual surgery with the law.  The ruler has another God (his 

possessions) which he bows down to serve.  He is guilty of breaking commandments 1-4.  

The ruler is also guilty of breaking commandment 10 (do not covet), because he does not 

sacrificially love his neighbor, and he is falsely content with his own lot, whereas he should 

be content to give it all up to his neighbor for the sake of gaining eternal life and following 

Jesus.  Jesus uses the law as a mirror to show him the true extent of his sin (Rom 3:19-20; 

Gal 2:21; 3:21).  The problem was not with the mirror.  The problem was with the rich ruler’s 

sight.  He couldn’t see himself alright!  So Jesus pressed him to see himself correctly, 

perhaps for the first time in his life.  The ruler believed he had kept all God’s commandments 

since his youth.  If he actually had, he would not have needed to hear he must love his 

neighbor by selling his goods and giving to the poor.  Nor would he have had difficulty with 

this command if he was truly a commandment keeper.  Jesus’s order to sell all his 

possessions and give the money to the poor was the perfect personalized application of the 

commands listed in verse 20. 

20. Quotation: “Nobody is saved by giving all his wealth to the poor, but nobody can be saved 

who will not repent of his sins and turn away from them.  This young man was possessed by 

the love of money and he would not let go.” ~ Warren Wiersbe 

21. V20. Jesus summarized the second greatest commandment: love your neighbor as yourself.  

But conspicuously absent is the greatest commandment: love the Lord your God with all your 

heart, soul, strength and mind (cf. Lk 10:25-28).  At this point in the conversation, Jesus’ 

answer is consistent with any other teacher of the law. 

22. V21. Amazingly the ruler claims he has kept from his youth all (every one of) the 

commandments Jesus listed!  His understanding of the law must be solely external (cf. Ps 

51:6).  He doesn’t understand true goodness.  He sounds like Saul (Paul) before he was 

converted (Acts 26:4; Phil 3:6).  He has never read the Westminster Larger Catechism’s 

description of what is required and forbidden in each commandment (WLC 103-152).  Nor 

has he believed Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount where the Lord expounds the law’s true 
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concern: the heart (Mt 5:21-28).  But the question arises: why is the rich ruler so eager to find 

assurance of eternal life?  Does he sense that, despite doing all the right things (as far as he 

can tell), he still lacks eternal life?  Perhaps this is the same agony that Paul came to 

experience (Rom 7:7-8:1; Phil 3:1-16)? 

23. Quotation: “An answer more full of darkness and self-ignorance it is impossible to conceive! 

He who made it could have known nothing rightly, either about himself, or God, or God's 

law.” ~ J.C. Ryle 

24. Application: Everyone needs to have accurate knowledge of their own hearts, but no one 

does apart from God giving us that knowledge.  The heart is deceitful above all things, who 

can know it (Jer 17:9)?  How may we escape deceiving ourselves?  For a start, pray for God 

to search your heart and lead you into truth (Ps 139:23-24). 

25. V22. Is Jesus pressing the law on the ruler so he might come to the end of his goodness?  

Some commentators think so (cf. Rom 3:9-20).  But it seems to me that Jesus is doing more.  

He is subtly changing from the category of law to grace, since Jesus speaks of the kingdom 

(vv. 24-25), salvation (v. 26), and eternal life (v. 18).  The man trusts in the law for salvation.  

Jesus is pressing him to instead trust in Jesus!  That is why Jesus tells the man he must sell all 

and give all.  It is a test of the man’s trust in Jesus.  The treasure in heaven refers to eternal 

life itself, not the rewards believers will receive in heaven for their faithful service rendered 

in this life (cf. Lk 12:33).  To be a disciple, one must deny himself, take up his cross, and 

follow Jesus (cf. Lk 9:23).  Here Jesus presses these exact requirements.  The rich ruler now 

faces a choice: whether or not to sell and give all (everything he owns) to the poor, and then 

to follow Jesus.  For the rich ruler, these were not separate commandments from Jesus.  

Selling all his possessions and giving all to the poor was the first necessary step to follow 

Jesus.  Will he take this step?  Will he make a “good” choice or a “bad” choice?  Will he 

choose following God or making his wealth more important?  Will he reach out like a child 

and take Jesus’ hand, trusting and obeying?  Jesus’ question truly gets at the heart of the 

matter: worship God or an idol.  Jesus has a way of honing in one our idols, singling them 

out, and asking us to crucify them.  He always requires the one earthly security that we are 

most trusting in, that we turn it over to him to the sake of following him.  As the song “I 

Have Decided to Follow Jesus” says, “the world behind me, the cross before me, no turning 

back.” 

26. Application: Notice Jesus didn’t instruct the rich ruler to sell all and give the proceeds to his 

charity of choice.  When God directs us, we give our resources to help the needy.  Jesus 

wanted the rich ruler to give in such a way because God desires to help such people.  

Therefore this type of generosity demonstrates a heart aligned with God’s heart for the poor.  

Do you want to know what kind of ministry God wants for you?  Service to others.  Study 

Jesus’ example and follow him. 

27. Quotation: “There must be no reserve in our hearts, if we would receive anything at Christ's 

hands. We must be willing to part with anything, however dear it may be, if it stands between 

us and our salvation. We must be ready to cut off the right hand and pluck out the right eye, 

to make any sacrifice, and to break any idol. Life, we must remember, eternal life is at stake! 

One leak neglected, is enough to sink a mighty ship. One besetting sin, obstinately clung to, 
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is enough to shut a soul out of heaven. The love of money, secretly nourished in the heart, is 

enough to bring a man, in other respects moral and irreproachable, down to the pit of hell.” ~ 

J.C. Ryle 

28. Application: This text suggests we must carefully consider how to serve others with the 

resources God has given us.  The direction our resources should go is important to God.  The 

rich ruler was very wealthy and perhaps could have used his wealth strategically in the 

political, educational, or religious spheres.  This is how most people think when planning to 

give.  Plan your giving to get the most leverage.  But Jesus seems more concerned with 

helping the poor. 

29. Application: Sell all and give it away.  Then leave your life to follow Jesus.  What is going on 

here?  Jesus is commanding the rich ruler to move.  To change his allegiance from this 

earthly life to God’s kingdom.  The rich ruler asked how he may inherit eternal life.  Jesus 

answers, “You’ve got to move to a new country.”  The man had to give up his citizenship on 

earth in exchange for citizenship in heaven (1 Pet 2:11-17; Phil 3:20).  Jesus is calling you to 

change your allegiance as well.  Only when you sense a detachment from the things of this 

world will you feel free to follow God without an overwhelming sense of loss. 

30. Illustration: William Wilberforce, as a new Christian, sought vocational counsel from pastor 

John Newton.  Wilberforce wanted to leave politics, which seemed a pointless aristocratic 

game, for the pastoral ministry.  Newton advised him to keep his seat in Parliament and seek 

to be a Christian lawmaker.  Wilberforce listened to this wise counsel and devoted the rest of 

his life seeking to improve British civilization by helping the poor.  The poorest whom he 

sought to help were victims of the slave trade.  Abolishing the slave trade was a highly 

unpopular notion.  It was a long shot.  Most thought it could not be abolished without 

destroying the economy.  It was a costly venture for Wilberforce.  There was nothing much 

strategic about it.  But it was the right thing to do in serving the poor.  So he was faithful in 

pursuing his goal.  After years of hard toil, public opinion finally turned and Parliament voted 

to end the slave trade.  God had blessed Wilberforce and his allies because they sought to do 

the right thing—in this case helping the poor. 

31. V23. The ruler was rich and now sad, because Jesus had exposed his lack of goodness.  He 

made his choice.  He failed Jesus’ test of outward behavior.  He did not actually keep the law 

by loving God and his neighbor, for he loved his wealth more, and was unwilling to give it 

away when commanded by God to do so.  He had not kept the first command (no other gods 

before me) and the tenth command (do not covet).  His riches were his god, and he desired 

them more than God.  He had lots of possessions, and they had him.  His massive wealth had 

him tightly in its grip.  The man’s response vindicates Jesus’ answer.  Jesus gave him the 

exact command he needed to hear in order to be set free from his love of money.  Love of 

money is a form of idolatry; the particular form of idolatry this man had (Eph 5:5; Col 3:5; 1 

Tim 6:10; Heb 13:5).  In the end, he would see Jesus as Good, but refuse to obey him as God.  

He couldn’t serve two masters (Lk 16:13).  This one who appears to be “first” in the 

kingdom, who seems a natural fit with all his attempts at keeping the commandments, failed 

to enter the kingdom.  Perhaps he thought Jesus was not being fair to him as a rich man, after 

all, none of the other rabbis had given him such a difficult answer.  But Jesus is not just 

another rabbi!  He is the Lord. 
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32. Quotation: “This man thought he had a righteous heart, but Jesus’ question exposed that he 

had other gods who offered him more than he thought heaven could give.” ~ Darrell Bock 

33. Illustration & Application: Remember the hymn “Take My Life and Let It Be” by Frances 

Havergal?  It’s 585 and 586 in the Trinity Hymnal.  It has a line that reads: “Take my silver 

and my gold, not a mite would I withhold.”  We sing songs that say such lofty things not 

because we naturally think this way as Christians, but because singing is ideally formative.  

In other words, the songs we sing instruct our hearts how to worship God and how to respond 

to God, not merely reflecting what we think and feel in our limitations and sin.  Imagine 

Jesus listening to the rich ruler sing that line.  He’d probably think, “Oh yeah?  Really?  Let’s 

see about that.”  Jesus knew the rich ruler’s heart just like he knows your heart and my heart.  

He knows your heart better than you do.  But don’t respond by running from his penetrating 

heart-search.  Don’t run from his faith tests.  Don’t think, “Best not to say such things to God 

lest he call me on it, since I don’t have confidence in my sinful condition to say it with 

conviction anyway.”  Jesus won’t let you off that easy.  He’ll put his finger on what you’re 

holding back, and he will require you (he does require you) to lay it down and follow him. 

34. Quotation: “The young man’s response was tragic.  It showed that Christ’s command had 

been the arrow that wounded his Achilles’ heel, his most vulnerable spot: love of earthly 

possessions.” ~ William Hendriksen 

35. Quotation: “Riches are a real liability with respect to salvation.  The narcotic effect of the 

ruler’s riches dulls his resolution, and instead of receiving the blessing of the poor (cf. Lk 

6:20 and 18:28) he receives the woe of the rich (cf. Lk 6:24 and 18:23-25).” ~ Robert Stein 

36. V24. Jesus saw the rich man’s confidence wilt into sadness.  So he expressed that it is 

difficult for rich people to enter God’s kingdom.  Jesus jumped from this specific rich ruler to 

generalizing about all rich people.  This is what shocked his hearers.  What they expected to 

hear is that this particular rich man will have a difficult time inheriting God’s kingdom.  For 

it was thought rich people were generally blessed of God, leading to eternal life.  It is true 

that the Bible portrays riches as a blessing from God (2 Chron 1:11-12; Ps 112:3; 128:2; Prov 

8:18; Isa 61:6).  Note the examples of rich men who loved God like Abraham, David, and 

Solomon.  Jesus spoke to correct this common notion, because the Bible also warns of the 

dangers of trusting in wealth instead of God (Ps 62:10; Prov 11:28; Jer 9:23-24; 49:4-5).  It is 

not riches that makes salvation difficult for the wealthy.  It is being possessed by riches and 

trusting in them rather than God that turns the blessing of wealth into a snare.  How?  Wealth 

gives its owners a false sense of success, security, and satisfaction, which hardens the human 

heart to feel no real need and dependence on God.  Attachment to God requires detachment 

from the world.  This has always been the cost of discipleship (Amos 6; Mic 6). 

37. Illustration: I know a woman who doesn’t have much money at all.  But she is rich in her 

own eyes.  Her wealth is not money in the bank, or material possessions, but a long track 

record of helping people.  This woman does not see herself at all as a sinner before God.  

When we discuss the gospel of the kingdom and the desperate need every person has of it, 

she puts the gospel in a category that other people need.  She will rely on her own life of 

good works toward others for God’s approval. 
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38. Application: Your “wealth” does not necessary need to be money or possessions like it was 

for the rich ruler.  Your “wealth” is anything that you rely on for self-worth.  It’s what gives 

you value and meaning in life.  It is what gives you security and identity and status with 

others.  Whatever that is for you, when it’s threatened, belittled, or ignored, your happiness 

plunges and your anxiety grows.  Your “wealth” could be your intelligence, your family 

pedigree, your level of education, your reputation, your health, your talents, your power, your 

authority, your success.  Any of these things, and anything else that you put your ultimate 

trust in, will certainly keep you out of the kingdom of God if you’re unwilling to give them 

up for following Jesus.  The rich ruler shows us that great achievers often find it difficult to 

trust in the mercy of God instead of their own “wealth”.  Jesus shows us that we would be 

more secure with him than with our “wealth”.  The rich ruler also shows us how easy it is for 

the discipleship process to break down.  This man thought he was zealous for God, but when 

his idol was threatened he quickly chose earth over heaven.  If you know of anything, 

whether it’s a secret or not, that is more important to you than following Jesus, then you need 

to give control of it over to God, and then be ready to give it up if God asks you to.  You need 

to ask God’s help to use it for his glory and not for your own purposes.  If you cannot 

identify areas in your life where the gospel has changed your values and lifestyle, then you 

may be a rich young ruler.  If you cannot identify areas where the gospel should still change 

your values and lifestyle, then you need to start talking to God and the people in your life 

who you trust will help you honestly identify those areas.  Jesus is calling you to courageous 

discipleship.  Take a deep breath, gird up your loins, and ask him to put his finger on 

something in your life that needs to change to bring your heart more in line with his. 

39. V25. NET sn. The eye of a needle refers to a sewing needle, one of the smallest items one 

might deal with on a regular basis, in contrast to the biggest animal of the region. (The gate 

in Jerusalem known as "The Needle's Eye" was built during the middle ages and was not in 

existence in Jesus' day.) Jesus is saying rhetorically that this is impossible, unless God (v. 27) 

intervenes. 

40. V25. Jesus goes further by using hyperbole with memorable imagery that illustrates total 

human inability to inherit the kingdom by moral effort.  Some try to emend the Greek text to 

read a “cable” (not a camel) through the eye of a needle, or to suggest Jesus referred to a 

specific notoriously-narrow Jerusalem gate called “Needle’s Eye” through which a camel 

may not pass unless it sheds its burden and enters on its knees.  There is no evidence for 

either theory (this gate was constructed in during the middle ages), and no need to posit 

either to make more sense of the text.  It’s dramatic hyperbole!  The point is not that men 

inherit eternal life with great difficulty, but that it is impossible.  Who can forget the thought 

of a camel trying to pass through the eye of a needle!  Jesus makes the point it is absolutely 

impossible for a rich man to inherit eternal life apart from God.  Do not forget that hyperbole 

is truth, not an exaggerated truth stretched to the point of incredulity.  The hyperbole 

emphasizes the total impossibility of a rich man entering the kingdom of God apart from 

God’s work (cf. Lk 16:13; 1 Tim 6:10). 

41. V26. The people of Jesus’ day assumed that the rich were experiencing God’s favor, and were 

in a spiritually privileged position (cf. Prov 6:6-11; 10:4; 28:19).  They had great advantages.  

They could give of their wealth to the poor and offer expensive sacrifices at the temple for 

the atonement of their sin.  Thus people reasoned that great wealth enabled someone to “get 
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ahead” in the spiritual life.  This rich ruler seems to have done just that, with all of his 

commandment keeping since his youth.  People must have thought the rich ruler was first in 

line for heaven.  If it was so very difficult for him to be saved, then the average person didn’t 

stand a chance!  “Who then can be saved?” is a question of desperation.  Like the Pharisees, 

the “first” in the kingdom had become the “last” (cf. Lk 13:30).  Of course, Jesus doesn’t 

teach that salvation is in an empty bank account.  The issue is this: where does a person place 

his fundamental trust? 

42. Quotation: “Let us beware of envying rich men and coveting their possessions. We little 

know what we might come to if our desires were granted. Money, which thousands are 

constantly wanting and longing for--money, which many make their god--money keeps 

myriads of souls out of heaven! "Those who will be rich fall into temptation and a snare." 

Happy is he who has learned to pray, "Give me neither poverty nor riches," and is really 

"content with such things as he has." (1 Tim. 6:9; Prov. 30:8; Heb. 13:5.)” ~ J.C. Ryle 

43. V26.  Note that the rich man inquired how he might inherit eternal life (v. 18).  Jesus 

responded with the language of entering the kingdom of God (v. 24).  The disciples 

understood these as the language of being saved (v. 26).  Thus all three ways of speaking are 

synonymous.  The all describe the same blessing, but from different perspectives (life, 

kingdom, rescue). 

44. V27. How is entrance into God’s kingdom possible?  By God’s power and grace.  The work 

of the Lord is the only way to be saved (cf. Lk 1:37; Gen 18:14; Heb 7:25).  Nothing in man 

is able to get eternal life.  It is always a gift of God (Eph 2:8-10).  No one, no matter how 

spiritually privileged, ever paid his own way into the kingdom of God.  Only God can break 

the hold that riches have over a person.  Jesus taught this doctrine very clearly.  By God’s 

power and grace we are enabled to repent, believe, and follow Jesus.  Even for a rich man?  

Of course, remember Zacchaeus (Lk 19:1-10).  God helps those who cannot possibly help 

themselves, and those who try to help themselves God will help them not.  This is the point: 

salvation is impossible by human effort and achievement, but it is certainly possible by the 

grace of God.  By grace a person may enter the kingdom of God in any condition in life: rich 

or poor, sickness or health, slave or free, child or adult, notorious sinner or respectable sinner. 

45. Quotation: “Grace, and not place, is the hinge on which our salvation turns. Money will not 

keep us out of heaven if our hearts are right before God. Christ can make us more than 

conquerors. Christ can enable us to win our way through every difficulty. "I can do all 

things," said Paul, "through Christ who strengthens me." (Philip. 4:13.)” ~ J.C. Ryle 

46. Application: In our “class warfare culture” we often have the opposite tendencies.  We are 

conditioned to believe that the poor are more righteous than the middle class who are more 

righteous than the rich who are more righteous than the uber-wealthy—all of whom are more 

righteous than lawyers!  But the Bible says otherwise.  “No one is righteous, no not one” 

(Rom 3:10; cf. Ps 14:3).  Try this exercise: What class or group of people do you consider 

more righteous before God than others?  (Hint: it’s probably a class or group that includes 

you! E.g., the middle class, traditional conservatives, Republicans, progressive liberals, 

Democrats, homeschoolers, retirees.)  Insert that class or group into Jesus’ saying: “It is 

easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for ______ to enter the kingdom of 
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God.”  “Who then can be saved?” you ask.  Listen to Jesus’ answer: With man this is 

impossible, but with God all things are possible.  This is both humbling and comforting at the 

same time.  We usually fill in the blank with a class or people group whom we despise (or we 

think God despises).  But that is to miss the point Jesus is making.  Fill in the blank the way 

he intended so you will come to the end of yourself and come to God’s grace instead. 

47. V28. The disciples are thinking about this hard saying of Jesus.  Peter, probably speaking for 

all of them, reminded Jesus that they had left home to follow him.  Surely Peter sought 

assurance that this level of sacrifice and commitment would gain them eternal life—not by 

their merit—as evidence that they were, by God’s power and grace—passing through the eye 

of the needle.  Matthew 19:27 includes Peter asking what shall the disciples have since they 

answered Jesus’ call in obedience.  They had left everything and followed Jesus.  Had they 

passed the “sell all” test?  Had they followed where the rich ruler had turned back? 

48. Vv29-30.  Jesus answers yes.  The disciples have passed the test because God has enabled 

them.  God has made entrance into his kingdom, which would have been impossible, possible 

for them.  Jesus taught no matter what his disciples give up for the sake of the kingdom, 

God’s good gifts are always of surpassing worth and greatness.  They will receive treasure in 

heaven, as Jesus promised the rich ruler if he would trust and follow him (v. 22). 

49. Application: For example, if you give up a secure job with retirement security, you’ll gain a 

secure relationship with the God of all resources.  If you give up the approval of family, 

you’ll gain the love and acceptance of the family of God, all of whom have God himself as 

their Father.  No Christian can outgive God!  Nothing on earth can compare to spiritual 

wholeness and a right relationship with God.  The gospel is good news to those who have 

nothing.  It affirms poor believers and declares them rich toward God (Lk 1:52-53; 4:18; 

6:20-25).  Jesus is not in the business of making us poor.  He doesn’t really want all your 

money.  What he really wants is all your heart, your soul, your mind, and your strength (Dt 

6:5; cf. Lk 10:25-28).  If Jesus has all your heart, soul, mind, and strength, then it’s an easy 

thing for him to ask for your wallet, because you’ll understand that he already has it!  A 

disciple is merely a steward of the possessions God has graciously given him.  Stewards are 

ready to given an account, and to give up their stewardship when called to do so.  Yet behold 

the generosity of Jesus.  His gifts are more than we can possibly give to him. 

50. V29. Jesus encouraged Peter and his disciples (answering Peter’s representative question by 

responding to them as a group) who were surely shaken by this astonishing teaching.  Jesus is 

not encouraging believers to abandon their family responsibilities (cf. Eph 5:25; 6:4).  Rather 

he is encouraging believers to abandon idolatry (making something else more important than 

following Jesus), and that deciding to give up or forego certain things for the kingdom’s sake, 

such as settling into a home, marrying a spouse (cf. Mt 19:10-12), or starting a family, is a 

faithful decision God will reward.  Nevertheless, Christians must be aware that sometimes 

family members can be a distraction or hindrance to following Jesus, even turning against a 

family member who is committed to Christ.  And Jesus never promised that Christian 

ministry will not separate a believer from home or family (wife, brothers, parents, or 

children) for a time. 
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51. V30. Despite the separation from home and family that following Jesus may bring, Jesus 

promised that God will repay these kinds of gospel sacrifices many times over in this life and 

in eternal life.  Sacrifices for the sake of the kingdom, the gospel, and the Lord’s name, 

according to God’s call, will receive an abundant reward now and forever.  This is a spiritual 

idea, that anything one gives up for the sake of following Christ will receive the full 

equivalent (and more!) in Christ.  For leaving one’s family to follow Jesus, disciples will gain 

a new family (the church; cf. Lk 8:21; Mk 3:35).  For leaving one’s life in this age to follow 

Jesus, disciples will gain eternal life in the next age.  The promised blessings in this life may 

not look like what we envision God will give, but the promise is still true.  God’s gift of the 

kingdom will bless his disciples more in this life than what they deserve.  More than earthly 

home, or wife, or brothers, or parents, or children can ever bless us.   His gift is abundantly 

gracious and good. 

52. V30. These are some of the blessings believers have inherited in this age (Heb 6:5), and will 

experience their fullness in the age to come.  Peace of God that passes understanding (Phil 

4:7; Isa 26:3).  Unspeakable joy and full glory (1 Pet 1:8).  The light of knowing God’s glory 

in Christ’s face (2 Cor 4:6).  God’s love that the Holy Spirit pours into our hearts (Rom 5:5).  

Ability to endure trials for Christ’s sake by faith, hope, and love (Rom 5:3; 2 Cor 12:10).  

Rejoice in suffering shame for Christ’s sake (1 Pet 1:8; Acts 5:41).  Assurance of God’s love 

and life in his presence forever as his blessed child: heir of eternal life. 

53. Illustration & Application: This truth of gaining many times more blessings from God in this 

life is especially comforting to those who come from broken or acutely dysfunctional 

families (all families are dysfunctional to some degree!).  The church can become for 

believers a family of brothers and sisters who provide encouragement, emotional support, 

physical assistance, material gifts in times of crisis.  One of the places this works out in many 

churches is in small groups.  It is natural for people who grow to love one another through 

regular fellowship, ministry, worship, study, and prayer to rush to help each other in times of 

great need, or even in the mundane needs that arise throughout life.  When we support and 

love one another in close-knit communities like small groups, obeying Jesus in the difficult 

aspects of discipleship become not only easier, but a joy while we follow Jesus together. 

54. V30.  Note Luke ends with the words “eternal life” thus forming an inclusion with verse 18 

and its question about eternal life. 
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8 Sermon References 

Acts 16:29-31   29 And the jailer called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear 
he fell down before Paul and Silas.  30 Then he brought them out and said, "Sirs, what 
must I do to be saved?"  31 And they said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be 
saved, you and your household." 

Romans 3:20   20 For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, 
since through the law comes knowledge of sin. 

WLC 141  What are the duties required in the eighth commandment? A. The duties required in 

the eighth commandment are, truth, faithfulness, and justice in contracts and commerce between 

man and man,(1) rendering to every one his due;(2) restitution of goods unlawfully detained 

from the right owners thereof;(3) giving and lending freely, according to our abilities, and the 

necessities of others;(4) moderation of our judgments, wills and affections concerning 

worldly goods;(5) a provident care and study to get,(6) keep, use, and dispose these things which 

are necessary and convenient for the sustentation of our nature, and suitable to our condition;(7) 

a lawful calling,(8) and diligence in it;(9) frugality,(10) avoiding unnecessary law-suits,(11) and 

suretiship, or other like engagements;(12) and an endeavour, by all just and lawful means, to 

procure, preserve, and further the wealth and outward estate of others, as well as our 

own.(13)  

WLC 142  What are the sins forbidden in the eighth commandment? A. The sins forbidden in the 

eighth commandment, besides the neglect of the duties required,(1) are, theft,(2) robbery,(3) 

manstealing,(4) and receiving any thing that is stolen;(5) fraudulent dealing,(6) false weights and 

measures,(7) removing land-marks,(8) injustice and unfaithfulness in contracts between man and 

man,(9) or in matters of trust;(10) oppression,(11) extortion,(12) usury,(13) bribery,(14) 

vexatious lawsuits,(15) unjust inclosures and depopulations;(16) ingrossing commodities to 

enhance the price;(17) unlawful callings,(18) and all other unjust or sinful ways of taking or 

withholding from our neighbour what belongs to him, or of enriching ourselves;(19) 

covetousness;(20) inordinate prizing and affecting worldly goods;(21) distrustful and 

distracting cares and studies in getting, keeping, and using them;(22) envying at the prosperity of 

others;(23) as likewise idleness,(24) prodigality, wasteful gaming; and all other ways whereby 

we do unduly prejudice our own outward estate,(25) and defrauding ourselves of the due use 

and comfort of that estate which God hath given us.(26) 

1 Timothy 6:10  10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this 
craving that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with 
many pangs. 

 




