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Chapter Themes Foundational Question 
1 Kingdom of God is here. Countercultural community. Did Jesus have anything to do with the formation of the 

institutional Church? 

2 Courage amidst persecution. Missionary mindset. How did Christianity emerge from its Jewish roots to become a 

faith embraced by the world? 

3 Evangelism, mission, mercy ministry, suffering/persecution for the 

gospel 

How, where, and why did scattered churches emerge to 

widespread catholic Christianity? 

4 Holy living in a pagan hostile culture, response to idolatry Why did Rome persecute Christians, and why do we call this era 

the Age of Martyrs? 

5 Orthodoxy, contra early Christological heresies, especially Gnosticism What did the early Christians believe, and why did they insist 

these beliefs were orthodox? 

6 Is God of OT different than God of NT (Marcion)? Has God ceased 

revelation, or has God begun a new age of the Holy Spirit (Montanus)? 

How did we get the Bible, especially the NT canon? 

7 Did church structure/government squash the work of the Spirit? What 

is the church? Role of bishops, unforgiveable sins, what to do with 

lapsed Christians 

What do early changes to church structure and government mean, 

and what authority do they have for the church in later times, 

especially today? 

8 Gospel contextualized to thought forms of culture. Gospel and Christ 

answer the hopes and big questions of every culture. 

What is Christianity’s role in the affairs of men and empires, 

especially in the realm of philosophy, ideas, and worldview? 

9 Church-State connections and results, Christendom, politically 

powerful church 

How did the Church so suddenly go from persecuted to privileged 

leader in the Roman Empire? 

10 Trinity, Christology, doctrinal development, church and state as friends What did the Church mean by “Trinity,” and what is the orthodox 

understanding of the Triune God? 

11 Fence of Christology. Against heresies about Christ’s nature and 

person, incarnation 

How did the classic doctrine of the incarnation come to be 

formulated and what does it mean? 

12 Asceticism, monasticism, Christians withdrawing from the world, high 

and low paths for Christian life 

How does renunciation relate to the gospel, and is it an essential 

or legitimate form of repentance? 

13 Donatism (what is the church?), Pelagianism (sin and grace), cities of 

man/God 

Why had Rome fallen, and would Christianity and the world 

survive? 

14 Papacy established, church separating from state to assume political 

power 

What is the foundation of the papal office, and when was it laid? 

15 Eastern Orthodoxy, theology of icons, salvation as renewal of man, fall 

of Byzantine Empire 

What is Eastern Orthodoxy, and how has it developed in contrast 

to Christianity in the West? 
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16 Conversion of barbarian Europe, veneration of saints, mass conversion 

leading to paganization of the church 

Why did the Germans come to worship the God of their defeated 

foes? 

17 Pope as servant, civil governor, politician, theologian. Beginnings of 

medieval piety. 

What and how did Christianity bring to the devastation of Roman 

civilization to erect a new order called Christian Europe? 

18 Unity of church and state. Christendom and feudalism. Church reform. How could the kingdom that Jesus said was “not of this world” 

become so much a part of worldly power? 

19 Human society soaring heavenward, Gothic architecture, powers of 

papacy, Crusades 

What can Christians hope for in human society, and what would 

earth look like if God’s heavenly will were done on earth? 

20 Scholasticism, university education, how education served the papacy, 

unified cosmic worldview 

How did the world of ideas bow to the rule of God, and how was 

reason made the servant of faith? 

21 Gospel of poverty, heresy and crusade/inquisition solutions, mendicant 

church orders 

Where is true Christianity: in a sacramental institution or a self-

denying lifestyle? 

22 Secular/sacred distinction, decline of Christendom/papacy/feudalism, 

rise of nation-states and national churches 

How and why did men and nations come to challenge the worldly 

powers of popes? 

23 Pope as antichrist, priesthood of all believers, nature of the church, 

truth and heresy 

Who were Wyclif and Hus, and how did they point toward the 

future? 

24 Protestantism, nature of salvation, church, religious authority, Christian 

life 

What is Protestantism? 

25 Anabaptism, congregationalism, separation of church and state, 

pacifism, life discipleship 

How could a people so intent upon restoring NT Christianity 

come to be so far ahead of their time? 

26 Reformed distinctives, Christian society and discipline, sovereignty of 

God 

What are the unique features of Reformed Christianity? 

27 Via media (middle way), nation-church, Bible in vulgar tongues, 

martyrdom 

Why did England, even without any great theological issue, 

overthrow the authority of the Roman Catholic Church? 

28 Roman Catholic counter-reformation, Jesuits, use of sanctified 

imagination, religious tolerance 

How did the church of Rome respond to the Protestant challenge? 

29 Gospel and culture, evangelism: forced or not, worldwide missions, 

heathenism 

How does the gospel relate to culture, and what is heathenism: 

seeking or running from God? 

30 Puritanism, England-Scotland religious wars, nations in covenant with 

God, Christians ruling the country 

If Puritanism was not the suppression of happiness, then what was 

it originally? 

31 Denominationalism, religious tolerance, wars of religion, end of 

Christendom 

How did denominations come to be the primary expression of 

Christianity in modern times? 

32 Enlightenment, Reason, Deism, Man is the measure, birth of modern 

science, attack on Christianity and supernaturalism 

How did the new spirit of Renaissance take root and grow? 

33 Pietism, Jansenism, responses to cheap grace and dead orthodoxy, 

Moravian missions, experience of regeneration 

In the Age of Reason, how did Christians sustain the life of the 

soul? 
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34 Evangelical pietism, Wesleyan Methodism, Great Awakening, 

conversion, church within a church 

Who were the Methodist evangelicals, and how did they gain 

major significance in Christian history? 

35 Separation of church and state, Great Awakening, revival, crumbling of 

Puritan vision for society, religious freedom in society established by 

law 

What was the Great Awakening, and why was it crucial to the 

development of Christianity in America? 

36 Papal infallibility, political revolution, democratic liberty, deifying 

Reason and the pope, nationalism vs papal medievalism and monarchy, 

liberalism 

Why did Catholicism look with such fear upon the popular 

movements of the Age of Progress? 

37 Church’s’ mission and worship, church and the world, Clapham sect, 

Oxford movement, Low Church, High Church, abolition of slavery, 

social change and reform, Catholicism 

In light of mission and worship, how are Christians to view the 

world? 

38 World missions, voluntary Christian societies, millennialism and 

progress 

How to explain the sudden explosion of Protestant energy aimed 

at winning the world for Christ? 

39 Christian manifest destiny, slavery, Christian America, revivalism, 

social gospel 

How did American Christians express concern for the world 

around them? 

40 Protestant liberalism, higher criticism, romanticism, science 

reinterpreting faith, modernism 

How do Christians make their faith meaningful in a new world of 

thought without distorting or destroying the gospel? 

41 Industrial revolution, social gospel/justice, capitalism vs communism, 

social reform led by Christians 

How did Christians respond to the social crisis of the Industrial 

Revolution? 

42 Totalitarianism, fascism, communism, Nazism, church standing against 

persecuting state 

How has Christianity, with its message of peace and freedom, 

endured through these years of international hostilities? 

43 Fundamentalism vs modernism, privatization of faith, Bible vs science, 

rise of evangelical Christianity 

Could evangelicals lead America in another great awakening of 

social ideals? 

44 Ecumenism, evangelical unity, ecumenism of social justice vs 

evangelism 

How has Christians expressed the ecumenical spirit of unity? 

45 Updating the Roman Catholic Church for modern times, church council 

of Vatican II, papacy of medievalism vs a modern church of bishops 

and priests, church authority, charismatic renewal 

What events transpired to challenge the besieged mentality of 

Roman Catholicism? 

46 Secularization in the West, Christian growth in Third World, 

meaning/purpose of evangelism, missionary contextualization, 

Christianity relating to world religion 

Why should Christianity find new life in the Third World when it 

is in full retreat in Europe, and how did this happen? 

47 Christians in politics, Age of Self in America, culture affected by 

psychology and TV, privatization of faith, dealing with liberated 

secularism 

What does a genuine Christian do about the moral decline in 

society? 

48 Globalization, religious pluralism, church reaching its religious market 

segment, fall of communism, future challenges and opportunities 

What does globalization mean, and how did Christians face it? 

 


