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Luke 12:49-59 “Celebrating Advent Season” December 1, 2013 

OT Lesson: Micah 7:1-20  Brian M. Sandifer 

Despite the expectation that he would bring peace on earth, Jesus declared that his advent (coming) 

would bring fiery division, even within families.  Do not miss the kingdom significance of his coming.  

Settle your accounts with God before Judgment Day by accepting God’s offer of Jesus judged for you. 

Introduction – After the Thanksgiving holiday, Christmas season races upon us.  We know what to 

expect: music, movies, parades, shopping, wrapping, lights, decorations, cooking, travel, traffic, parties, 

eating, family, letter writing and receiving, concerts and plays, Christmas Eve service, stockings, getting 

and giving gifts, perhaps Santa Claus, hopefully snow, and finally some peace and quiet! 

I. Describing the Season 

A. Setting the world on fire (v. 49) 

1. Why begin Christmas season with judgment—one of today’s most offensive teachings in the 

Bible?  Why do we even need a God who is the ultimate Righteous Judge?  Can’t we just love 

one another?  (1) This is not a question that anyone who has experienced cruel and unrequited 

injustice ever asks.  Since the beginning, the strong oppress the weak, the evil tyrannize the 

righteous, the majority overpower the minority.  Nietzsche observed the basic human desire is a 

will to power.  In such a world there is no true justice, no real peace.  Only an iron boot 

maintaining control for the rulers of the present time.  (2) This world’s only hope is in an ultimate 

Righteous Judge who will settle accounts and set the world right.  The only hope for lasting peace 

is an all-powerful and all-righteous God to judge the earth.  (3) There is no better candidate for 

ultimate judge than God.  Disagree?  Who else would you nominate? 

2. If Jesus is the promise of peace on earth, why does he bring so much division?  It is important 

to note that Jesus is not the cause for division, rather his coming is the occasion that brings out the 

division that already exists between those who love him and those who oppose him.  Only those 

who prefer the status quo complain of a judge setting the world on fire.  To people who are fine 

with their place in the world, and with God at a comfortable distance, the idea of God the judge is 

offensive.  But to those who cry out for justice, for eternal peace, for the burning away of sin 

from creation, the news of God the judge sending Jesus to light the world on fire is gospel—the 

best news of all. 

B. Not peace, but division in relationships over Jesus (vv. 51-53) 

1. No peace on earth?  The disciples thought when the Christ came to earth he would bring 

peace, harmony, shalom.  This is true in a very important sense.  The biblical teaching that the 

Christ is the man of peace is overwhelming (cf. Ps 72:3, 7; Lk 1:79; 2:14; 7:50; 8:48; Jn 14:27; 

16:33; 20:19, 21; Rom 14:17; Eph 2:14; Col 1:20; Heb 6:20-7:2).  But the promise of Christmas 

season is not what most of us hear: “peace on earth, goodwill toward men [in general].”  A more 

accurate translation is “peace on earth among those with whom he is pleased” (Lk 2:14; cf. Rom 

5:1), which also makes better sense of how various people respond to the coming of the Prince of 

Peace.  Anyone who observes our society today can see this first advent “peace” actually brings 

deep division.  It is a spreading peace that overtakes the prevailing powers by gospel 

proclamation and humble living.  This spreading peace brings the existing division to the surface. 

2. What kind of division?  A polarizing conflict even within households.  Families that are 

otherwise united in love and affection will sharply divide over belief in Jesus.  For example, a 

family of five (father, mother, son, son’s wife, and daughter) will be divided over Jesus and his 

message: three against two, and two against three.  In other words, the felt division will flow both 

ways: from believer to unbeliever and especially from unbeliever to believer. 
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II. Discerning the Season 

A. What we see and understand (vv. 54-55) 

In an agrarian culture dependent on rain for food and water, predicting the weather was an important 

skill.  By watching the signs in the sky, the people became quite accurate at interpreting these data, 

which allowed them to maximize the land’s fruitfulness. 

B. What we choose to ignore (vv. 56) 

1. There are two conceptually different words for “time” in the Bible.  Chronos time is 

controlled by the clock, the calendar, and the schedule.  People who only account for time as 

chronos tend to think of time and a commodity to be managed and spent.  They tend to view life 

as a stream of successive moments flying by. 

2. Kairos time has a purposeful, providential element.  It literally means “appointed time.”  Not 

all time is kairos time.  Only when circumstances converge by the guiding hand of God do those 

few and precious moments emerge that possess the ability to become momentous turning points.  

Kairos time is pregnant with meaning.  The secular version of kairos time is expressed in the 

Latin saying “Carpe diem” (Seize the day!).  Jesus told the crowds the present time was kairos 

time (Lk 12:56).  The Bible also says today is kairos time (2 Cor 5:17-6:2).  We can redeem the 

meaning of Carpe Diem.  Seize the day to lay hold of Jesus.  Seize the day to join in the kingdom 

of God.  This is kairos time. 

III. Preparing for the Season 

A. Settle your accounts with God (vv. 58-59) 

The prison is a debtor’s prison, where people who can’t or won’t pay their debts are detained until 

the creditor gets his money.  In the first century, the accuser was the creditor suing for payment, the 

magistrate or official was the judge, and the officer was the bailiff responsible for delivering the 

guilty to debtor’s prison.  Clearly Jesus is using this story as a parable to teach a spiritual truth. 

B. Let the threat of judgment drive you to worship Christ judged for you (vv. 50, 57) 

1. Jesus is the Great Divider of humanity because he is the creditor at the door, but he is also the 

merciful and loving Savior, who saves us from God’s judgment.  How?  A clue to the answer is in 

verse 50.  He was “baptized” in God’s judgment for those who will follow him.  He was crucified 

in our place.  In other words, God is a judge willing to bear his own judgment in our place!  God 

the Son willingly died on the cross to pay the sin debt of his people.  The creditor forgave sin, not 

by erasing its penalty, but by paying it in full. 

2. This should create a restored, loving, thankful, servant relationship between you and God.  

You can’t help wanting to give your life to the creditor who has paid your debt.  To follow him, 

work for him, love him, spend time with him, tell others about him. 

Conclusion – Advent season is like a magical iron bell tolling for the faithful to come and wonder at 

Jesus.  But only the ones who begin ignoring the chronos noises of Christmas season, and listen for the 

kairos “tolling of the iron bell,” will find themselves on their knees in wide-eyed wonder, remembering 

Christ’s first advent, and prepared for his second advent.  Listen.  Do you hear the advent bell toll?  It 

tolls for thee. 
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1 Original Language, Personal English Translation, and Textual Notes 

Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

Lk 12:49 Pu/r h=lqon balei/n evpi. th.n gh/n( kai. ti, 
qe,lw eiv h;dh avnh,fqhÅ 

“I came to cast fire on the earth, and how I 
wish that it was already kindled. 

Fire is a singular noun. 

Lk 12:50 ba,ptisma de. e;cw baptisqh/nai( kai. pw/j 
sune,comai e[wj o[tou telesqh/|Å 

And I have a baptism to be baptized with, 
and how distressed I am until it is 
accomplished. 

 

Lk 12:51 dokei/te o[ti eivrh,nhn paregeno,mhn 
dou/nai evn th/| gh/|È ouvci,( le,gw um̀i/n( avllV 
h' diamerismo,nÅ 

Do you all think that I came to give peace on 
the earth?  No, I tell you all, but rather 
division. 

 

Lk 12:52 e;sontai ga.r avpo. tou/ nu/n pe,nte evn eǹi. 
oi;kw| diamemerisme,noi( trei/j evpi. dusi.n 
kai. du,o evpi. trisi,n( 

For from now on there will be five in one 
home divided, three against two and two 
against three. 

 

Lk 12:53 diamerisqh,sontai path.r evpi. uiẁ/| kai. 
uiò.j evpi. patri,( mh,thr evpi. th.n qugate,ra 
kai. quga,thr evpi. th.n mhte,ra( penqera. 
evpi. th.n nu,mfhn auvth/j kai. nu,mfh evpi. 
th.n penqera,nÅ 

They will be divided, father against son and 
son against father, mother against the 
daughter and daughter against the mother, 
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law, 
and daughter-in-law against the mother-in-
law.” 

 

Lk 12:54 :Elegen de. kai. toi/j o;cloij\ o[tan i;dhte 
Îth.nÐ nefe,lhn avnate,llousan evpi. 
dusmw/n( euvqe,wj le,gete o[ti o;mbroj 
e;rcetai( kai. gi,netai ou[twj\ 

And he also said to the crowds, “Whenever 
you all see a cloud rise over the west, 
immediately you all say, ‘A rainstorm is 
coming.’  And so it happens. 

 

Lk 12:55 kai. o[tan no,ton pne,onta( le,gete o[ti 
kau,swn e;stai( kai. gi,netaiÅ 

And whenever a south wind blows, you all 
say, ‘It will be a hot day,’ and it is. 

 

Lk 12:56 up̀okritai,( to. pro,swpon th/j gh/j kai. 
tou/ ouvranou/ oi;date dokima,zein( to.n 
kairo.n de. tou/ton pw/j ouvk oi;date 
dokima,zeinÈ 

You hypocrites!  You all know how to 
interpret the appearance of the earth and 
sky, but how do you not know how to 
interpret this time? 

“This time” implies the present time. 

From Bruce Metzger’s textual commentary: 

pw/j ouvk oi;date dokima,zein {B} Although it 

is possible that copyists inserted oi;date in 

conformity with the preceding clause, it is 
more probable that they omitted the word in 
order to heighten Jesus’ condemnation 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

(“Why do you not know how to interpret…?” 
implies a lack of knowledge; “Why do you 
not interpret…?” implies an unwillingness to 
use one’s knowledge). 

Lk 12:57 Ti, de. kai. avfV èautw/n ouv kri,nete to. 
di,kaionÈ 

And why also do you not judge for 
yourselves what is right? 

 

Lk 12:58 ẁj ga.r up̀a,geij meta. tou/ avntidi,kou sou 
evpV a;rconta( evn th/| od̀w/| do.j evrgasi,an 
avphlla,cqai avpV auvtou/( mh,pote katasu,rh| 
se pro.j to.n krith,n( kai. o ̀krith,j se 
paradw,sei tw/| pra,ktori( kai. o ̀pra,ktwr 
se balei/ eivj fulakh,nÅ 

For as you go with your adversary to the 
magistrate, give work to come to a 
settlement with him on the way, lest he drag 
you away to the judge, and the judge hand 
you over to the bailiff, and the bailiff throw 
you into prison. 

 

Lk 12:59 le,gw soi( ouv mh. evxe,lqh|j evkei/qen( e[wj 
kai. to. e;scaton lepto.n avpodw/|jÅ 

I tell you, you will not get out from that place 
until you have paid the last penny. 

Penny is literally “small copper coin” 
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2 Exegetical Outline – Luke 12:49-59 (verse summary) 

V49.   The world’s baptism.  Addressing his disciples, Jesus explained that he came to cast fire 
on the earth, and he wished that the fire was already kindled.V50. Jesus said he must undergo a 
baptism, and he is greatly distressed until his baptism is accomplished. 

V51. Jesus’ baptism.  Jesus rhetorically asked his disciples whether they think he came to bring 
peace on earth, and then corrects them—that he actually came to bring division. 

V52. Jesus said, beginning with his coming, and from now on there will five divided in one 
home, three against two and vice versa. 

V53. Jesus described the division he brings as pitting close family members against one another: 
father against son, mother against daughter, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law, and all the 
reverse divisions also the case. 

V54. Then Jesus turned to address the crowds, noting that when a cloud appears in the western 
sky, they predict a storm is coming, and then it happens. 

V55. Jesus also observes that when the crowds notice a south wind blowing, they predict a hot 
day, and then it is. 

V56. But he calls the crowd hypocrites because they know how to predict the weather, but do not 
know how to interpret the present time. 

V57. Jesus rhetorically asked the crowds why they don’t judge for themselves what is right. 

V58. Jesus illustrated his rebuke by putting his audience in a parable, characterizing them as 
going with their accuser to the magistrate, and warning them to settle before getting to court lest 
the accuser drag them to the judge, the judge deliver them to the bailiff, and the bailiff throw 
them in prison. 

V59. Jesus warns that the one in prison will never get out until he has paid the last cent of his 
debt. 
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3 Exegetical Outline – Luke 12:49-59 (full) 

I. Describing the season: not peace on earth, but even fiery domestic division (vv. 49-53). 

a. Baptism by fire (vv. 49-50). 

i. V49.   The world’s baptism.  Addressing his disciples, Jesus explained that he 
came to cast fire on the earth, and he wished that the fire was already kindled. 

ii. V50. Jesus’ baptism.  Jesus said he must undergo a baptism of sorts, and he is 
greatly distressed until his baptism is accomplished. 

b. Division in the home (vv. 51-53). 

i. V51. Jesus rhetorically asked his disciples whether they think he came to 
bring peace on earth, and then corrects them—that he actually came to bring 
division. 

ii. V52. Jesus said, beginning with his coming, and from now on there will five 
divided in one home, three against two and vice versa. 

iii. V53. Jesus described the division he brings as pitting close family members 
against one another: father against son, mother against daughter, mother-in-
law against daughter-in-law, and all the reverse divisions also the case. 

II. Discerning the season: interpret the signs of the times (vv. 54-57). 

a. Good at discerning the weather (vv. 54-55). 

i. V54. Then Jesus turned to address the crowds, noting that when a cloud 
appears in the western sky, they predict a storm is coming, and then it 
happens. 

ii. V55. Jesus also observes that when the crowds notice a south wind blowing, 
they predict a hot day, and then it is. 

b. Terrible at discerning the times (vv. 56-57). 

i. V56. But he calls the crowd hypocrites because they know how to predict the 
weather, but do not know how to interpret the present time. 

ii. V57. Jesus rhetorically asked the crowds why they don’t judge for themselves 
what is right. 

III. Preparing for the season: heal the division before it is too late (vv. 58-59). 
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a. V58. Jesus illustrated his rebuke by putting his audience in a parable, characterizing 
them as going with their accuser to the magistrate, and warning them to settle before 
getting to court lest the accuser drag them to the judge, the judge deliver them to the 
bailiff, and the bailiff throw them in prison. 

b. V59. Jesus warns that the one in prison will never get out until he has paid the last 
cent of his debt. 
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4 Exegetical Outline – Luke 12:49-59 (abbreviated) 

Exegetical Proposition: Despite the expectation that the Christ would bring peace to the earth, 
Jesus declared that his coming would bring fiery division even within households, but the crowds 
were not discerning the significance of this, thus risking the fate of debtor’s prison. 

I. Describing the season: not peace on earth, but even fiery domestic division (vv. 49-53). 

a. Baptism by fire (vv. 49-50). 

b. Division in the home (vv. 51-53). 

II. Discerning the season: interpret the signs of the times (vv. 54-57). 

a. Good at discerning the weather (vv. 54-55). 

b. Terrible at discerning the times (vv. 56-57). 

III. Preparing for the season: heal the division before it is too late (vv. 58-59). 
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5 Theological Outline – Luke 12:49-59 

Theological Proposition: Despite the expectation that the Christ would bring peace to the earth, 
Jesus declared that his coming would bring fiery division even within households.  Do not miss 
the significance of this, or fail to heal the division between God and you before it is too late. 

I. Describing the season: Jesus’ coming brings division, not peace (vv. 49-53). 

II. Discerning the season: we need to interpret what this division means (vv. 54-57). 

III. Preparing for the season: we must personally act on this division before it’s too late (vv. 
58-59). 
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6 Notes on Luke 12:49-59 

1. OT reading: Micah 7:1-20. 

2. This passage challenges contemporary depictions of Jesus.  The Jesus that our culture thinks 
it knows is a kind religious teacher who never confronts or talks about judgment.  He is 
rather seen as the ultimate peacemaker who even from his birth at Christmas succeeds in 
giving us warm fuzzies about singing angels, goodwill for everyone, and gift giving 
celebrations.  He is the Jesus who grew up to tell us children’s stories and give us wise 
sayings for living your best life now.  Some will grant that there was an edge to Jesus that 
occasionally seemed to give him the look of a social revolutionary, but that was Jesus the 
gadfly just stirring the pot a little.  The problem with this understanding of Jesus is threefold.  
One, it is not the Jesus an honest reader of the Bible will encounter.  Two, it is not a Jesus 
who would have been crucified.  Three, it is not a Jesus whose followers would have 
followed him on mission to their deaths.  No, this Jesus will not do.  Only the real Jesus will 
help us make sense of how divisive Jesus and his message are at all times and in all places. 

3. Vv49-53. Here Jesus defines his ministry in terms of division and judgment that will arouse 
intense conflict.  Jesus is a man of peace, but truth must come before peace, and peace must 
be a fruit of truth.  Jesus must undergo a great trial by ordeal (his “baptism,” namely his 
crucifixion) for his people, but those who believe in Jesus must not think that they will not 
also suffer with their Lord.  Jesus will be cut off at his crucifixion, but his followers will also 
be cut off from the world of those who do not follow Jesus.  This will even be true of close 
family relations.  The division Jesus brings as his kingdom comes and his gospel goes out 
into the world will divide even households, family member against family member.  
Contention, strive, animosity, and division will follow the preaching of the gospel at all times 
and from now on.  Disciples should expect it, and not be surprised by the painful division it 
causes.  We must not expect our fate to be more pleasant than Jesus’s fate (cf. Jn 15:18-20).  
Jesus is not only the great Savior of the world, he is also the great Divider of humanity as 
everyone must choose whether to follow him or not.  As Jesus makes clear, this division is 
often hostile.  The division is between those who can see (or at least are beginning to see) the 
significance of Jesus’ coming as the most important event in history, and those who disagree 
and want to relegate Jesus and his gospel message to the dustbins of history. 

4. Vv49-50. These verses set the tone and control the interpretation of the whole passage.  Jesus 
tells us that God’s plan of salvation involves judgment.  But the wrath of God in judgment is 
first poured out on his Son Jesus to atone for the sins of his people.  Jesus takes this wrath 
from the Father willingly.  He subjects himself to this “baptism” to rescue those debtors who 
settle for peace with the accuser before Judgment Day.  So the passage does not have a 
primary tone of judgment, but of grace and salvation through Jesus, our substitute who will 
be judged in our place if we put our trust in him and follow him.  In other words, Jesus will 
bear the judgment for others, not inflict it on others. 

5. V49. The fire that Jesus came to cast on the earth is the fire of division, of judgment (Jer 
43:12; Ezek 15:7; Hos 8:14; Am 1:4-14; 2:2, 5; Nah 3:13; Zech 13:9; Mal 3:2-3).  Fire and 
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judgment often go together in the Bible (Isa 66:15; Joel 2:30; Am 1:7, 10-14;; 2:2, 5; Mal 
3:2, 5; 1 Cor 3:13; 2 Thess 1:7-8).  This division would serve to purge and purify the earth, 
beginning with humanity.  This fire is therefore a good thing, although it causes suffering and 
persecution.  But this kindled fire is the means by which the gospel of the kingdom will 
spread over the earth.  Thus Jesus wishes that the division would begin in earnest.  But it 
cannot until atonement for sin is accomplished, otherwise God’s people would be caught up 
in the fire of judgment.  There would be no escape, for all have sinned and fallen short of the 
glory of God (Rom 3:23). 

6. V50. NET sn. The OT background suggests Jesus is about to be uniquely inundated with God's 

judgment as he is rejected, persecuted, and killed (Ps 18:4, 16; 42:7; 69:1–2; Isa 8:7–8; 30:27–28; 

Jonah 2:3–6).  Whereas the refining fire is for the world, the baptism is for Jesus.  The 
baptism of Jesus is his suffering and crucifixion.  It is a trial by ordeal and agony that will 
pour over him like an overwhelming flood (cf. Ps 18:4; 42:7; 69:1-2; 88:7; 124:4; Isa 8:7-8; 
30:27-28; Jon 2:3-5).  Until that day comes, Jesus is in great distress (like that of the 
prophets; cf. Jer 20:9) because he knows it will not be pleasant.  He must pass through the 
waters of judgment in order to come out resurrected on the shore of eternity.  Only at that 
point will his distress subside.  On the cross his “baptism” was accomplished as atonement 
for sin was complete (Jn 19:28, 30).  His crucifixion is inevitable, and he wishes it would 
begin to accomplish his mission, but nothing can make it attractive except for what his death 
will accomplish. 

7. Quotation: “It is a certain fact, if men would only believe it, that Christ is far more willing to 
save us than we are to be saved.” ~ J.C. Ryle 

8. Vv51-53. The division between people that Jesus brings leaves no middle ground.  There is 
no staying on the fence when it comes to Jesus.  He demands a response of loyalty and 
commitment expressed in repentance, faith, and new obedience.  Sometimes when people 
begin to confess and follow Jesus, it has the effect of severing (or at least straining) old 
relationships.  Sometimes the believer must take the first step away, not rejecting the 
relationship but the commitment to other things that first defined the relationship.  But often 
it is the unbeliever who takes the step away from the relationship because he/she is 
uncomfortable with Jesus and his disciples.  Where does this become relevant to you?  Are 
you willing to risk your family’s approval and felt closeness in order to follow Jesus and gain 
eternal life? 

9. V51. Jesus is addressing the false opinions of his disciples with a paradoxical saying (a 
mashal) meant to shock us out of prevailing notions.  They were under the impression that 
when the Christ came to earth he would bring peace.  This is true in a very important sense 
(cf. Ps 72:3, 7; Lk 1:79; 2:14; 7:50; 8:48; Jn 14:27; 16:33; 20:19, 21; Rom 5:1; 10:15; 14:17; 
Eph 2:14; Col 1:20; Heb 6:20-7:2).  The biblical teaching that the Christ is the man of peace 
is overwhelming.  So what does Jesus mean by shocking his listeners?  Judgment for God’s 
enemies, yes, but peace for God’s children.  It is important to note that Jesus is not the cause 
for division, rather his coming is the occasion that brings out the division that already exists 
between those who love him and those who oppose him.  It is pointless to expect universal 
“peace on earth” to come from the preaching of the gospel before the second coming of 
Jesus, when he comes on Judgment Day to consummate his kingdom that he inaugurated at 
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his first coming.  Thus Jesus is a man of peace, but he is also controversial in a fallen world 
where many hate God.  Luke narrates this truth in Acts, recording people and societies 
clashing with the gospel and its ambassadors wherever they went.  It is true that the OT 
described the coming of the kingdom in this manner, but Jesus reinterprets the coming of the 
Christ as consisting of two stages. In this first stage of his advent, his coming and 
inauguration of the kingdom brings fiery division to the earth.  The true meaning and 
message of Christmas has been sentimentalized by our culture, which incorrectly believes the 
same thing the disciples believed about Christmas.  The promise of Christmas season is not 
“peace on earth, goodwill toward men [in general],” but “peace on earth among those with 
whom he is pleased” (Lk 2:14).  This first advent peace will actually bring great division on 
the earth, as Jesus will describe in the following verses.  Not until his second advent will 
there finally be peace on earth for all, when people beat their swords into plowshares (Isa 
2:4; Mic 4:3).  In a parallel passage, this division is described as “a sword” implying violence 
(Mt 10:34), even to family harmony. 

10. Application: “Let us beware of unscriptural expectations. If we expect to see people of one 
heart and one mind, before they are converted, we shall continually be disappointed. 
Thousands of well-meaning people now-a-days are continually crying out for more "unity" 
among Christians. To attain this they are ready to sacrifice almost anything, and to throw 
overboard even sound doctrine, if, by so doing, they can secure peace. Such people would do 
well to remember that even gold may be bought too dear, and that peace is useless if 
purchased at the expense of truth. Surely they have forgotten the words of Christ, "I came not 
to send peace but division."” ~ J.C. Ryle 

11. V52. The division Jesus brings to the earth is polarizing.  Either people will be for him or 
against him.  To think that you are neutral is to be against Jesus (Lk 11:23).  Even households 
that are otherwise united in love and affection will not be immune to Christ-wrought 
division.  For example, a family of five (father, mother, son, son’s wife, and daughter) will be 
divided regarding allegiance to Jesus: three against two, and two against three.  In other 
words, the felt division will flow both ways: from believer to unbeliever and especially from 
unbeliever to believer. 

12. V53. The kind of division that Jesus brings will even cut between generations, thwarting the 
blessing of fathers’ hearts turning to their children. (Lk 1:17; cf. Mic 7:5-6).  Note the rabbis 
and Jewish apocryphal texts taught this passage in Micah 7 was the crisis and persecution 
that would lead to the Messiah’s coming (Jub 23:19; 1 En 99:5; 100:1-2; 2 Bar 70:6; 1Q14).  
Jesus turns their interpretation on its head, teaching that the coming of the Messiah will lead 
to this crisis and persecution!   The blessing of peace is thwarted by rejecting Jesus, thus 
becoming a curse of division (Lk 2:34-35; 10:8-12; 19:41-44).  Son and father will be 
divided.  Daughter and mother will be divided.  Daughter-in-law and mother-in-law will be 
divided.  If you map out the divisions, it seems the parents (father and mothers) are united 
against their daughter, their son, and his wife (and vice versa).  Perhaps the younger 
generation chooses to believe in Jesus?  Perhaps the young generation rejects its parents’ 
faith in Jesus?  These are just examples, for Jesus doesn’t mean that other family 
relationships will be excluded from division over Jesus.  All relationships are affected.  
Husband and wife, brother and brother, sister and sister, brother and sister, son-in-law and 
father-in-law.  All family relations are subject to division over Jesus.  Why?  Because 
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allegiance to Jesus is thicker than blood.  Allegiance to Jesus creates a spiritual family than is 
stronger and longer-lasting than blood relations (Lk 8:20-21). 

13. Quotation: “Jesus does give peace to those who trust him, but often their confession of faith 
becomes a declaration of war among their family and friends.” ~ Warren Wiersbe 

14. Application: Some believers have “lost” friends and even family due to their decision to 
follow Jesus.  This is a very real lost, painful and heartfelt.  But God does not orphan his 
children, but plants them in a church, a community of friends who are to treat one another as 
brothers and sisters.  God calls us to surround each other with this brotherly love.  To be a 
father to the fatherless, a mother to the motherless, and a brother or sister to all (Lk 18:29-
30). 

15. Application: Spending time with unbelieving family members during the holidays?  Are you 
planning to gently share with them the gospel, and the reason for the hope you have in 
Christ?  Why not?  Are you afraid to disturb the peace?  What is that but a kind of idolatry, 
making something besides God the most important thing.  An idolatry of approval perhaps?  
A family idolatry?  How to overcome these idols that rule your heart?  Not by deciding to be 
more brave, more confrontational, more judgmental, more strong, more faithful.  That won’t 
work.  When you run into opposition and division, you’ll either run or fight.  Neither running 
nor fighting is the way of Christ.  So what should you do?  Preach the gospel to yourself so 
as to replace the idol you value most with Christ.  Only when your heart is looking to Christ 
in faith, hope, and love will you find the power to thrive as Jesus did in the midst of division. 

16. Vv54-56.  The people listening to Jesus are better at forecasting the weather than seeing and 
interpreting the imminent crisis caused by the coming of God’s kingdom. 

17. V54. Note that many in the crowds are likely farmers, thus they make their living on 
cultivating crops in a region where the only water source is rain.  Thus they are not merely 
weather prognosticators, but exercising vocational skills to discern the weather for 
maintaining livelihood.  Interpreting the weather accurately for rainy and sunny days put 
more food on the table!  The word for storm (o;mbroj) implies heavy rain, as in a 
thunderstorm.  A cloud from the west refers to the moisture coming off the Mediterranean 
Sea.  At this point, Jesus turned from his disciples and began to address the surrounding 
crowds that comprised followers, the spiritually curious, and enemies.  Even so, no one in the 
crowd had the intimate access to Jesus and his teacher that the disciples possessed.  Here 
Jesus illustrates a point.  He calls attention to their acute weather-predicting skills.  When 
they see a cloud rising out of the west, they predict immediately and without a moment’s 
reflection that it will rain today.  And then it happens.  The crowds can accurately forecast a 
thunderstorm.  Not too shabby.  They are pretty discerning when it comes to today’s weather. 

18. V55. In Israel’s topography, a south wind (sirocco) comes from the desert, thus it brings 
scorching heat (cf. Hos 13:15; Jon 4:8).  Jesus also compliments the crowds on their ability to 
read the sign of a south blowing wind.  When they feel it, they predict a very hot day, 
because the air in the desert to the south is blowing their way.  And then it happens.  The 
crowds can not only predict a wet day, they can predict a hot dry day.  Again, they are quite 
discerning when it comes to reading the weather “signs.” 
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19. V56.  But then Jesus chides the crowds as being hypocritical interpreters (cf. Lk 6:39-42; 
13:14-15).  Here the term “hypocrite” refers to as godless rather than acting a part.  Jesus 
emphasizes their unwillingness to interpret rather than their inability.  Though they are astute 
in reading the signs in the earth and sky, then are dull in reading the signs of the times.  They 
are experts in interpreting the less important signs, and simpletons in the art of interpreting 
the most important sign of all—Jesus and the coming of God’s kingdom.  In other words, 
there is nothing to be proud of or content with here.  They know how to interpret the signs 
“today” but not the signs of the present time (i.e., the crucial time of Jesus’ ministry as he 
announced the coming of the kingdom) even though the signs are right in front of their noses!  
They are sharp weathermen, but they are spiritually dull, unable to interpret the time and 
circumstances in which they were living.  The kingdom was at hand because the king was 
present—and was performing signs right before them (Lk 11:20)!  Despite their acumen at 
interpreting when rain or sun would soon arrive, they ignored the signs that God’s kingdom 
would soon arrive, which calls for a decision because judgment is coming for all.  They were 
too spiritually dull to see, which made them hypocrites.  They were ignorant of what truly 
mattered, by majoring on the minors, while ignoring the majors (cf. Mt 23:23-24; Lk 11:42).  
Jesus’ words are meant as “shock therapy” to wake up the crowds to see and interpret rightly 
the kingdom of God that is coming soon—the signs of which are everywhere before them. 

20. V56. There are two ways to account for time: chronos and kairos.  Chronos is controlled by 
the clock, the calendar, and the daytimer.  People who only account for time as chronos tend 
to think of time and a commodity to be managed.  They tend to view life as a “stream of 
moments flying by with incredible speed” (William Hendriksen).  And this is true.  But 
chronos time is only way of looking at time.  There is another way that the Bible accounts for 
time. Kairos time has a purposeful, providential element.  Not all time is kairos time.  Only 
when circumstances converge by the guiding hand of God emerge those few and precious 
moments that possess the ability to become momentous turning points.  Kairos time is 9-
months pregnant with meaning.  The secular version of kairos time is expressed in the Latin 
phrase “Carpe diem” (Seize the day!).  The Bible’s version of kairos time is expressed in 2 
Corinthians 6:1-2 (Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the 
grace of God in vain.  For he says, "In a favorable time I listened to you, and in a day of 
salvation I have helped you." Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of 
salvation.).  We can redeem the meaning of Carpe Diem that Jesus intended.  Seize the day to 
lay hold of Jesus again.  Seize the day to promote the kingdom of God. 

21. Illustration: Pink Floyd song “Time” is a chronos song.  Billy Joel song “This is the Time” is 
a kairos song in the secular romantic sense. 

22. Quotation: “How tragic that men today can predict the movements of the heavenly bodies, 
split atoms, and even put men on the moon; but they are blind to what god is doing in the 
world.  They know how to get to the stars, but they do not know how to get to heaven!  Our 
educated world possesses a great deal of scientific knowledge but not much spiritual 
wisdom.” ~ Warren Wiersbe 

23. Quotation: “Weatherwise they were, but they could not discern the storm clouds that were 
even then rising and were to burst in the cataclysm of AD 66-70.  They understood the winds 
of earth, but not the winds of God; they could discern the sky, but not the heavens.  Their 
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religious externalism prevented them from seeing the significance of the coming of Jesus.” ~ 
Leon Morris 

24. Quotation: “The advent of the Carpenter of Nazareth is the most significant happening in all 
human history.  But the majority of men, who can see meanings and connections and 
relationships in most of the phenomena in the world around them, and all the more so as their 
civilization becomes more sophisticated and rationalistic, are rank hypocrites when they look 
at Jesus Christ and pretend that they can make nothing of the remarkable facts of his life, 
death, and resurrection.” ~ Michael Wilcock 

25. Application: Today we do not witness firsthand the life of Jesus.  No one has witnessed him 
perform a miracle in person or heard him teach in almost 2000 years.  But we can still 
interpret the signs of the times today.  First, we have ample testimony in the Scripture of all 
that God has done through Christ.  Second, we see the evidence of transformed lives: people 
who were once unbelievers and pursuing their own interests in this world, and building their 
own little kingdoms, but after coming hearing the gospel have renounced their former beliefs 
and ways of life that are contrary to following Jesus, and have become new creatures by the 
power of Jesus working in their lives.  Christians know this transformation firsthand, and 
from the “inside.”  Third, the ministry of the worldwide church, that grew by God’s power 
from a tiny seed in Jerusalem to a family of Christian disciples that can be found all over the 
world. 

26. Vv57-59.  Three emphases seem involved in these verses, controlled by the content of verse 
57.  First, Jesus seems to be prodding the crowds to stop allowing others (e.g., scribes, 
Pharisees, and other religious experts) to think for them, but instead they ought to judge for 
themselves.  Second, the crowds ought to judge for themselves by letting their conscience 
guide them.  Third, the crowds ought to follow their conscience in religious matters and learn 
to think for themselves.  You may consult, but don’t rely on others to interpret what the Bible 
means for yourself and your situation.  Think and be wise.  Make a right judgment.  Each 
person must make his own individual decision on the supremely important subject of Jesus.  
If you think that your arms-length relationship with God is a “have your cake and eat it too” 
deal, then think again.  Without reconciliation with God that comes through the horrific 
“baptism” of God’s Son on the cross, laid hold of through repentance of your sin and by faith 
in the sinless one, then you possess nothing of value.  That kind of Christianity is worse than 
useless, worse than worthless, for it will be your undoing before God the Judge.  Peace with 
God must be the gateway to all the blessings of God and of this life.  Otherwise it’s either 
borrowed blessing, or counterfeit blessing, neither of which will help you pay off your debt 
of sin. 

27. V57. Some in the crowd likely were trying to judge whether Jesus was worth listening to.  
Who is Jesus?  A prophet?  Rabbi?  The Christ?  Should I believe him?  Jesus put it to the 
crowd bluntly.    You should judge for yourselves what is right, but why aren’t you doing it 
(cf. Jn 7:24)?  So to move the crowds to action, to judge whether Jesus is right and he ought 
to be followed, he told them a parable. 
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28. V58. Note the preceding context (Lk 12:41-46) which moves you to ask yourself whether 
you are a faithful or unfaithful servant.  The present time at this critical hour makes asking 
this question urgent.  Jesus is speaking to you now before it is too late for you. 

29. V58. The prison is a debtor’s prison.  The official is a magistrate/judge (for God as Judge, cf. 
Acts 10:42).  The officer is a bailiff responsible for delivering the debtor to prison for 
repayment of his debt (for “dragging” cf. Acts 8:3; 14:19; 17:6).  On one level, Jesus’s words 
are good practical advice.  Not quite condensed into proverbial form (e.g., Pro 25:8-10), but 
only expanded into a two-verse story.  But considering the context of God’s kingdom 
coming, his words are a parable illustrating the need to be in right standing with God the 
Judge, before it is too late.  Be reconciled to God (2 Cor 5:20)! 

The Parable (Illustration): Say you have a debt too large to pay.  Then one day your creditor 
knocks on your door and calls for payment.  You tell him you don’t have the money right 
now, but that you’ll pay the whole debt if you can have a little more time.  He refuses and has 
you arrested.  On the way to the police station where you’ll be booked, you have one last 
chance to settle your debt with him.  Either you can keep your stuff and lose your freedom, or 
you can give him all your stuff and keep your freedom.  This is a deal he agrees to, knowing 
that if you get thrown in prison you’ll never be able to pay back the debt in full.  The point is 
to recognize that the parable is true about your situation if you have not made your peace 
with God through Christ.  If that describes you, then you are the man being hauled off to 
court by an accuser.  Jesus says that accurately describes you right now!  So what’s it gonna 
be?  What is the wise decision?  Remember verses 49-50 that control the interpretation of this 
passage.  Without Jesus going to the cross, this passage is all judgment.  But the gospel of 
free grace is our only hope to escape judgment (Jn 3:16-18). 

Application: You have a debt much too large to pay.  It’s a sin-debt, and you owe payment to 
God because ultimately all your sin is against him (Rom 3:9-31).  This leaves you with three 
options.  (1) You go to court and plead your relative innocence before the judge, hoping to 
win and buy yourself more time.  This is a fool’s errand.  You can’t win because the judge is 
God and he is perfectly just. (2) You go to court, plead guilty, but throw yourself on the 
mercy of the court, hoping your debt can be erased and your creditor doesn’t get paid.  This 
also is a foolish strategy.  Your creditor must be paid, and a just judge will see to it.  (3) Settle 
with your creditor before you get to court by accepting his deal: everything you have for a 
new life.  Only your creditor can forgive your debt, and he has absorbed the loss by paying 
for it himself.  Of course this necessarily creates a restored, loving, thankful, servant 
relationship.  You can’t help wanting to give your life to the creditor who has paid your debt.   
To follow him, work for him, love him, tell others about what he has done for you.  Which 
option will you choose?  Now is the time to respond to Jesus before it is too late. 

30. V59. The “penny” or “cent” was a Jewish lepton (lepto.n), the smallest copper coin in 
circulation.  If a kodrantes is comparable to the value of a penny (cf. note on Lk 12:6 in the 
NIV Study Bible), then a lepton is half a penny!  It was worth 1/128 of a denarius (which 
was the daily wage for a laborer).  So if a day’s pay is $100, an amount equivalent to the 
lepton is 78 cents!  Jesus tells the crowd to choose their options wisely, for if they go to 
“debtor’s prison” they will never get out until their debt is paid.  In other words, if sinners 
wait until Judgment Day to settle matters with God, they will perish (there is no remote hope 
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of repayment on the part of the debtor).  How does one settle matters with God?  By 
repenting of your hypocrisy, thinking you are ready to meet your Maker when right now you 
are merely keeping him at arm’s length.  By repenting of your fence-sitting and your fear of 
man, particularly your fear of ridicule and rejection from your neighbors, coworkers, friends 
and family, and beginning to fear God instead.  By repenting of your procrastination in 
dealing with your sin, wondering that if you can ignore it long enough then those you’ve 
hurt, including and especially God, will just forget it and pay your debt.  This repenting 
entails you changing your mind about these things, and then acting on that change of mind 
before it’s too late.  What should be your motivation?  Not fear, but of entering into the joy of 
peace and reconciliation with God and others.  There is no greater peace that than won 
through confession, repentance, and forgiveness.  The life of ignoring the times is paltry may 
seem tolerable, even good.  But it’s paltry compared to the full life of knowing your sins are 
forgiven, and knowing that whoever you may be estranged from in this life on account of 
Christ, you are infinitely loved and accepted by God himself.  That is a peace that passes all 
understanding, and that can never be lost (Phil 4:4-7). 

31. Application: Preparation is in order.  If you knew a storm was coming, you’d prepare for it.  
If you knew the police officer was coming to take you to court, you’d seek to settle the case 
out of court.  Likewise, the storm of God’s wrath is coming, and the Judge is already at the 
door ready to open it (Jas 5:9).  Today is the acceptable time to settle for peace.  Today is the 
day of salvation (2 Cor 6:2). 

32. Quotation: “Now, in consideration of this, let us give diligence to be delivered out of the 
hands of God as an adversary, into his hands as a Father, and this as we are in the way, which 
has the chief stress laid upon it here.  While we are alive, we are in the way; and now is our 
time, by repentance and faith, to get the quarrel made up, while it may be done, before it be 
too late.  Let us take hold on the arm of the Lord stretched out in this gracious offer, that we 
may make peace.” ~ Matthew Henry 
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8 Sermon References 

Psalm 72:3, 7  3 Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people, and the hills, in 
righteousness!  7 In his days may the righteous flourish, and peace abound, till the 
moon be no more! 

John 14:27  27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives 
do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. 

John 16:33  33 I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the 
world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world." 

2 Corinthians 5:17 - 6:2   17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The 
old has passed away; behold, the new has come.  18 All this is from God, who through 
Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation;  19 that is, in 
Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against 
them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.  20 Therefore, we are 
ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf 
of Christ, be reconciled to God.  21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no 
sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.  1 Working together with 
him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain.  2 For he says, "In a 
favorable time I listened to you, and in a day of salvation I have helped you." Behold, 
now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 
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Text: Luke 12:49-59 

Main Point: Despite the expectation that he would bring peace on earth, Jesus declared that his advent (coming) would bring fiery division, even within families.  Do not miss the 

kingdom significance of his coming.  Settle your accounts with God before Judgment Day by accepting God’s offer of Jesus judged for you. 

Sermon 

Outline 

Epoch / Redemptive 

History1 

Non-Christian2 Society3 Christ4 Christian5 Church6 

Point 1: 

Describing 

the Season 

Jesus had already come, 

but people did not 

interpret his coming as 

cosmically significant.  

Jesus announced the 

coming kingdom and 

judgment that would 

bring fiery division over 

Jesus. 

Whatever “peace” there is 

on earth is a mirage, 

because Jesus causes 

division between 

believers and unbelievers, 

even in your family.  

Jesus and his followers 

will forever disrupt your 

quest for family and 

relational peace.  Now the 

only true peace comes 

from siding with Jesus the 

Great Divider. 

Jesus is controversial.  

Legislating him and his 

followers away from 

public life will not bring 

societal peace.  We as a 

culture need to learn how 

to deal with this division, 

because it’s not going to 

go away.  Attempts to 

forge a manufactured 

peace are merely power 

plays by the majority 

who don’t want to hear 

about Jesus.  But this is 

not a good answer, 

because eventually the 

shoe may be on the other 

foot.  Today’s 

controlling majority is 

tomorrow’s oppressed 

minority. 

He is the Great Divider 

of humanity.  His 

coming reveals God as 

the Judge.  But he is a 

merciful and loving 

Savior from God’s 

judgment, for he is 

“baptized” in God’s 

judgment for those who 

will follow him—in their 

place.  

Now that Jesus has 

come, human division 

is inevitable, even in 

your family.  Don’t 

make an idol of family 

approval to seek false 

peace.  That idol just 

hides the division that 

will always exist 

between Christians and 

unbelievers.  That idol 

will enslave you by 

silencing you and 

encouraging your 

family to continue in 

unbelief.  

Division in families over 

Jesus will cause 

Christians to “lose” 

brothers, sisters, parents, 

children, in-laws.  But 

those relationships, as 

precious as they are, are 

not our true family.  The 

family of God is the only 

family where true unity 

and peace are possible.  

We ought to “adopt” 

each other to fill the 

need for loving, caring, 

peaceful family, even 

going out of our way to 

do so. 

Point 2: 

Discerning 

the Season 

Jesus chides the crowds 

for being able to 

accurately predict the 

weather based on 

interpreting the sign in 

the sky, but they ignore 

the signs of times and 

fail to interpret them as 

How skilled are you at 

planning ahead based on 

things you can foresee?  If 

you are ignoring God’s 

spiritual signs and failing 

to see their significance, 

then your cleverness and 

responsible planning are 

In our culture, Jesus and 

the gospel are eclipsed, 

and that’s the way most 

people want it.  Our 

society views Jesus as 

basically a good guy, but 

Christians as moralistic, 

narrow-minded, 

Jesus is the only one 

who can rightly interpret 

the times.  He has the 

discernment of God.  He 

is the only person who 

never hypocritically 

interprets God’s signs. 

Christians need to 

repent by listening 

again to Jesus, ask for 

God to give us eyes to 

see and minds to 

discern spiritual things, 

and thus learn to keep 

our spiritual 

Like unbelievers, 

Christians can get caught 

up in the noise of the 

times, and ignore what 

really matters: God’s 

kingdom and his king. 

We ought to repent of 

our worldliness and 

                                                 
1 What about the passage is important for the way God unfolds his plan of salvation in history? What’s unrepeatable by us but worthy of worshipping God for? 
2 How does the passage speak to the unbeliever? How does it call him/her to repentance and belief? How does it warn, rebuke, correct, or prod the unbeliever? What does it say 

about the danger of the unbeliever’s situation, the exclusivity of Christ, the sinner’s need for a Savior, or the sufficiency of that Savior as a substitute for the sinner? 
3 What does the passage say about our lives and roles in the public sphere, both as Christians and non-Christians (e.g., government, neighborhood)? 
4 How is Jesus foreshadowed or typed? What particular perfection of Christ does that type depict? How is Jesus remembered or described in character, authority, glory, or essence? 
5 What does the passage mean for the life of the individual Christian? How does it call him/her to deeper repentance and belief? How does it warn, rebuke, correct, motivate, 

comfort, or encourage the Christian? 
6 What does the passage mean for the corporate life of our local church? How does it call the local corporate body to tend to its corporate life together and corporate 

witness to the unbelieving community around it? 
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revealing the kingdom of 

God is near.  The time to 

repent and believe in 

God’s king is now, but 

time is running out! 

totally useless for 

preparing yourself to meet 

God.  Repent of your 

habit of ignoring Jesus, 

God’s kingdom, and your 

need to personally 

respond to God’s signs. 

intolerant, and 

judgmental.  Society is 

half-right about Jesus 

and Christians.  But 

since our culture gets 

Jesus and the gospel 

primarily wrong, 

Christians need to 

provide winsome, 

truthful alternatives to 

interpreting Jesus, the 

gospel, and the kingdom 

of God.  Doing so in 

society with a strategy of 

faithful, prophetic, 

incarnational presence.  

Not engagement in the 

conservative/liberal 

culture war or 

withdrawal from society. 

discernment sharp. pride in our cleverness 

and responsibility, 

encourage each other to 

interpret the times with 

spiritual discernment 

through the lens of Jesus, 

and listen to each other 

with the idea of learning 

from our brothers and 

sisters in Christ. 

Point 3: 

Preparing 

for the 

Season 

Jesus would go the cross 

soon to accomplish his 

“baptism.”  His death 

and resurrection would 

make the Day of 

Judgment imminent.  

Settling one’s accounts 

with God before it’s too 

late is now of paramount 

importance. 

The Day of Judgment is 

now imminent.  You may 

not realize it, but you are 

now being dragged off to 

God the Judge to pay your 

debt of sin.  There is no 

way you’ll ever pay off 

the debt you’ve accrued 

and escape the prison of 

eternal debtor’s prison, so 

settle now for peace with 

God won by Christ’s 

payment for sins.  This is 

the only way God will 

forgive your debt. 

Following Christ’s 

example of taking the 

gospel to the public, 

Christians ought to be a 

prophetic witness of 

Judgment Day.  Our 

society lives in the 

present, and only plans 

for things like vacations, 

college expenses, and 

retirement.  Unbelievers 

ought to tolerate (and 

listen to!) Christians 

evangelizing in the 

public square, at least for 

the simple reason that 

people ought to have the 

freedom of speech, 

remembering that 

Christians are merely 

people talking about 

what is most important 

to them. 

God is both the Just and 

Justifier.  He is the Judge 

who must be absolutely 

just.  But he is also the 

one who justifies sinners 

who settle their sin debt 

by accepting the only 

terms of peace.  Those 

terms are forgiveness by 

faith in Christ who has 

paid the debt of sin for 

all those who escape 

eternal judgment by 

trusting in him. 

Christians are eternally 

forgiven (justified 

before God as declared 

saints), but that doesn’t 

mean we stop repenting 

of our sins and “doing 

business” with our 

justification and 

displacing our idols by 

applying to ourselves 

gospel truths.  We 

remember our 

forgiveness of sins in 

Christ’s perfect 

sacrifice on the cross in 

our place, where he was 

baptized into debtor’s 

prison.  We glory in the 

peace we have with 

God now, and hope in 

the peace we will fully 

experience at his 

second coming. 

She must never stop 

being a people who 

confess their sins 

corporately.  She must 

never stop glorying in 

the peace we have with 

God won through Christ 

on the cross for us.  She 

must be transformed by 

that forgiveness and the 

peace she has, sharing 

the life of forgiveness 

with each other, and the 

message of Christ’s 

forgiveness as God’s 

peace plan extended to 

sinners before Judgment 

Day.  She must become 

discerning students of 

the Bible, our neighbors, 

and our culture, so we 

can contextualize the 

gospel for others. 
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A Shepherd’s Taxonomy7 
Everyone falls into 

the following three 

pairs 

• Christian or non-Christian 

• Complacent or Anxious 

• Legalistic or Licentious 

Different kinds of 

errant sheep that need 

the Word 

• The idle 

• The timid 

• The weak 

Everyone is 

struggling with the 

following sins 

• Idolatry 

• Self-justification 

• Love of the world 

Everyone falls into the 

following physical and 

spiritual categories 

• Men and women 

• Single, married, divorced, and widowed 

• Elderly, middle-aged, young adults, and children 

• Employed, unemployed, and retired 

• Wealthy and poor 

• Educated and un(der)educated 

• Employers and employee 

 

                                                 
7 Lawrence, Biblical Theology in the Life of the Church, 185-187. 




