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Luke 11:27-36 “Can You See Jesus?” October 13, 2013 

OT Lesson: 2 Chronicles 9:1-12  Brian M. Sandifer 

Asking God to further confirm the person and message of Jesus by giving more evidence leaves you guilty 

before God and those who believed on lesser evidence; this makes you a person full of darkness rather 

than light, so believe the evidence God has given since it is more than sufficient to see Jesus.  

Introduction & Background – Remember the previous account of the demon-possessed man? This 

passage immediately follows it and portrays Jesus as greater than all. Do you see him? 

I. Where to Start Looking for Jesus 

A. Don’t rely on your proximity to Jesus (v. 27) 

By pronouncing blessing on Jesus’s mother’s womb and nursing breasts, she is figuratively blessing 

his mother. It is interesting to note that the woman who feels compelled to loudly and publicly bless 

Jesus’ mother (Mary) is echoing blessings from earlier in Luke. Elizabeth had blessed Mary (Lk 

1:42), and Mary responded how all generations will call her blessed because God has honored her to 

bear his Son Jesus (Lk 1:48). But is that all there is to say? 

B. Hear and Obey God’s Word (v. 28) 

In his response to the woman, Jesus places a check on her blessing, and also encourages her that she 

might experience greater blessing herself despite not being his mother. He redirects her toward those 

who hear and keep God’s word. Mary is blessed for the same reason that all disciples are blessed: for 

hearing and obeying God’s word (Lk 1:38; Jn 2:5). It seems Jesus had to give this kind of correction 

more than once (Lk 8:19-21), and we must also redirect singular blessing upon Mary today as 

blessing for all disciples. 

II. What Signs to Look For 

A. Don’t ask for another sign (v. 29a) 

In Luke 11:16, the unbelieving people asked Jesus for a sign from heaven to test him. Here in verse 

29, Jesus bluntly calls their request evil. Why? Because he knew signs and wonders won’t bear 

repentance in the hard-hearted, and he rejected these requests motivated by an evil desire to test him 

(cf. Mt 12:38; Mk 8:11). Therefore Jesus won’t give his generation a sign except the mysterious “sign 

of Jonah.” From the beginning of his ministry, Jesus rejected this kind of testing, calling it a Satanic 

request (Lk 4:9-12) that would not help them to believe (Lk 16:31; cf. Jn 12:9-11). Jesus was about to 

describe just how wicked their indecision and hesitancy to believe in him really was. 

B. Look through the old signs (vv. 31-32) 

1. The 10th century B.C. queen of the South was from a country in southwestern Arabia (modern 

day Yemen; 1 Kgs 10:1-3; 2 Chr 9:1-12). She visited King Solomon, bringing many costly gifts, 

and asked him many vexing questions to test his legendary wisdom. Awed by his grandeur and 

wisdom, and his kingdom, she rejoiced in the God of Israel. Jesus says that she will be there on 

Judgment Day to testify against his generation for its evil unbelief. Of course she would have 

made even greater efforts to believe in Jesus, the one greater than Solomon. The “something” 

greater than Solomon that is here refers to Jesus and his wisdom, which is greater than Solomon 

and his legendary wisdom. Jesus is the ultimate wise man. Hear him! 

2. The people of 8th century B.C. Nineveh, capital of Assyria (modern day Iraq), were famous 

for their cruelty and wickedness. But even they repented at the preaching of Jonah (Jon 3:6-10). 
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Yet Jesus’ generation will not repent when confronted with the preaching of Jonah’s Lord (Lk 

10:12-15)! The men of Nineveh will also rise up on Judgment Day to give damning testimony of 

his generation. Jesus is not only the ultimate prophet, he is the Lord of the prophets. Obey him! 

C. Look to the greatest sign (vv. 29b-30) 

The sign of Jonah (Jon 1:17) probably had a two-fold meaning. 

1. The death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus. Jonah’s three days in the belly of the fish and 

subsequent release at the command of God are a sign of Jesus rising from the dead on the third 

day (cf. Mt 12:40). Jonah sank to the bottom of the sea, was swallowed by the fish, spit out onto 

land, and proclaimed God’s message to Nineveh. He never actually died, although his ordeal 

certainly should have killed him apart from God miraculously preserving his life. However, Jesus 

underwent a real death, burial and resurrection. Moreover, Jesus’ gospel was better than Jonah’s 

message in every way. The resurrection of Christ was the core of the gospel message preached by 

the apostles from the outset (Acts 1:22; 2:31; 3:15; 4:33; 5:30-32). Jonah illustrated and 

foreshadowed Jesus. 

2. The need for true repentance. Just as the people of Nineveh repented at the preaching of 

Jonah, this signified the need for Jesus’ audience to repent in response to the gospel. So the sign 

of Jonah is also the call to repent. Putting the two-fold meaning together, the sign of Jonah is the 

preaching of the risen Jesus. No other sign is necessary to provide sufficient reason to repent and 

believe because Jesus is the greatest sign God will give. 

III. How to Believe What You See 

A. Don’t hide away or cover over Jesus (v. 33) 

Imagine a one-room house with a lamp inside. An uncovered lamp would illuminate the whole house. 

The lamp is a metaphor for Jesus and his gospel message. Jesus ministered and taught publicly for all 

the world to see and hear. His ministry wasn’t private, hidden, or covered up (Jn 18:20). He is the 

“light of the world” (cf. Jn 8:12; 9:5). But Jesus also calls your eye the lamp of your body. These 

images are related. 

B. Ask God to clear up your spiritual vision (vv. 34-36) 

1. The people around Jesus were complaining about insufficient evidence. But Jesus turned the 

tables, blaming them for their own lack of spiritual sight. The problem is not with the light Jesus 

gives. The problem is with people’s eyes. They cannot see the light because they are full of 

darkness. The next scene in Luke illustrates what a person looks like who thinks he sees Jesus but 

is actually full of darkness (Lk 11:37-41). 

2. We do not need more light. We need to respond in faith to the sufficient light already given 

us. What Jesus has done in plain sight should be enough to satisfy. We need good eyes to see 

Jesus for who he is. When a person has good eyes, his whole body will be filled with light. He 

will shine brightly, unencumbered by the presence of darkness. Ask God for clear spiritual sight. 

Conclusion – When you look at Jesus, are you drawn to him with good eyes and compelled to believe 

and obey? Or are you repelled, because his light is exposing your bad eyes, and you prefer darkness rather 

than light because sitting on the fence feels safer (Jn 3:19-20)? Start by hearing and obeying what he says 

to you in the Bible. Resist the temptation to ask for more signs or more light. In faith, look through the 

old signs and look to the greatest sign—the resurrected Lord Jesus Christ. If you follow these signs you’ll 

find your whole life filling with the light of Jesus. You will be able to see him like never before. 
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1 Original Language, Personal English Translation, and Textual Notes 

Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

Luke 11:27 VE ge,ne t o  d e. e vn t w/| l e,ge in a uvt o .n t a u/t a  
e vp a,ra sa , t ij  f wnh.n gunh.  e vk t o u/ o ;cl o u 
e i=p e n a uvt w/|\ m a ka ri,a  h ̀ko i l i,a  h̀ 

b a st a,sa sa, se  ka i . m a st o i. o u]j  
e vqh,l a sa j Å 

As he was saying these things, a certain 
woman from the crowd lifted up her voice 
and said to him, “Blessed is the womb that 
bore you, and the breasts at which you 
nursed!” 

 

Luke 11:28 a uvt o.j  d e. e i =p e n\ me no u/n m a ka,ri o i  o ì 
a vko u,o nt e j  t o.n l o ,go n t o u/ qe o u/ ka i. 
f ul a,sso nt e j Å 

But he said, “On the contrary, blessed are 
those who hear the word of God and keep 
it!” 

 

Luke 11:29 T w/n d e . o ;cl wn e vp a qro iz om e,nwn h;rxa t o  
l e,ge i n\ h ̀ge ne a. a u[t h ge ne a. p o nhra , 
e vst i n\ shm ei/o n z ht ei/( ka i . shm ei/o n o uv 

d o qh,se t ai  a uvt h/| e iv m h. t o . shm e i/o n 
VIwna /Å 

And as the crowds were increasing, he 
began to say, “This generation is an evil 
generation.  It seeks a sign, and no sign will 
be given to it except the sign of Jonah. 

 

Luke 11:30 ka qw.j  ga .r e vge,ne t o  VIwna /j  t o i/j  
Ni ne ui,t a i j  shm ei/o n( o u[t wj  e ;st a i  ka i. o  ̀
ui ò .j  t o u/ a vnqrw,p o u t h/| gene a /| t a u,t h|Å 

For just as Jonah became a sign to the 
Ninevites, so also will be the Son of Man to 
this generation. 

 

Luke 11:31 b a si,l i ssa  no ,t o u evge rqh,se t ai  evn t h/| 
kri ,se i  me ta. t w/n a vnd rw/n  t h/j  ge nea /j  
t a u,t hj  ka i. ka t a kri ne i/ auvt o u,j ( o[t i  
h=l qe n e vk t w/n p e ra,t wn th/j  gh/j  
a vko u/sa i  t h.n so f i,a n S o lo m w/no j ( ka i. 

i vd o u. p l e i/o n S o l om w/no j  w-d e Å 

The queen of the South will be raised at the 
judgment with the men of this generation 
and will condemn them, since she came 
from the ends of the earth to hear the 
wisdom of Solomon, and behold, one 
greater than Solomon is here. 

 

Luke 11:32 a ;nd re j  Ni ne ui/t a i  avna sth,so nt a i  evn t h/| 
kri ,se i  me ta. t h/j  ge ne a/j  ta u,t hj  kai. 
ka t a kri no u/si n a uvt h,n\ o [t i  m et e no,hsa n 
e ivj  t o. kh,rugm a  VIwna /( ka i . ivd o u. p l ei/o n 

VIwna / w-d e Å 

The men of Nineveh will rise in the judgment 
with this generation and will condemn it, 
since they repented at the preaching of 
Jonah, and behold, one greater than Jonah 
is here. 

 

Luke 11:33 O uvd e i.j  l u,cno n a [ya j  e ivj  kru,p t hn 
t i,qhsi n Îo uvd e . up̀ o. t o .n m o ,d i o nÐ  a vl l V 
e vp i. t h.n l ucni ,a n( i [na  o ì 
e ivsp o re uo,m e no i  to . f w/j  b l e,p wsi nÅ 

No one lighting a lamp and placed it in a 
hidden place nor under a basket, but on a 
lampstand, in order that those who enter 
might see the light. 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

Luke 11:34 ~O  l u,cno j  t o u/ sw,m a t o,j  e vst i n ò 
o vf qa l m o,j  so uÅ o[t a n o  ̀o vfqa l m o,j  so u 
a p̀ l o u/j  h=|( ka i. o [l o n t o. sw/m a , so u 
f wt ei no ,n e vst i n\ evp a.n d e . p o nhro .j  h=|( 

ka i. t o . sw/m a, so u sko t e i no ,nÅ 

The lamp of the body is your eye.  
Whenever your eye is simple, then your 
whole body  is full of light, but as soon as it 
is evil, then your body is dark. 

Simple = honest, sincere. 

Is dark = is full of darkness. 

Luke 11:35 sko ,p e i  o u=n m h. t o. f w/j  t o. e vn so i . 
sko ,t o j  evst i,nÅ 

Look out therefore that the light in you is not 
darkness. 

 

Luke 11:36 e iv o u=n t o . sw/m a , so u o [l on f wt e i no,n( m h. 
e ;co n m e,ro j  t i  sko te i no,n( e ;st a i  
f wt ei no .n o [l o n ẁj  o [t a n o  ̀l u,cno j  t h/| 
a vst ra p h/| f wt i,z h| se Å 

If then your whole body is full of light, with 
no part dark, it will be wholly full of light, as 
when a lamp with its brightness gives light 
to you. 
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2 Exegetical Outline – Luke 11:27-36 (verse summary) 

V27. As Jesus was speaking about his ability to cast out demons to a crowd of people consisting 

of both believers and unbelievers, a woman raised her voice to Jesus, blessing his mother’s 

womb that bore him and her breasts that nursed him. 

V28. Jesus retorted that blessed rather are those who hear God’s word and obey it. 

V29. As the crowd around Jesus grew, he told them that this generation is evil because it seeks a 

miraculous sign to confirm Jesus’ word, but the only sign they will receive is the sign of Jonah. 

V30. Jesus explained by illustrating that just as Jonah became a sign of the word of God to the 

Ninevites, so also the Son of Man will be a sign of the word of God to this generation. 

V31. Jesus explained further by illustrating that the queen of the South who journeyed across the 

world to hear king Solomon’s wisdom will rise up at the judgment with the men of the present 

generation to condemn it, and notice that someone even greater than Solomon is here. 

V32. Jesus continued explaining by illustrating that the men of Nineveh who repented at Jonah’s 

preaching will similarly rise up at the judgment with the men of the present generation to 

condemn it, and notice that someone even greater than Jonah is here. 

V33. Jesus bolstered his point with a parable, noticing that no one lights a lamp and then puts it 

away in a hidden place or under a basket, but rather puts it on a stand so that people who enter 

the room may see its light. 

V34. Jesus described a person’s eye as the body’s lamp, noting that when your eye is good 

(simple, sincere, healthy) your whole body is full of light; but when your eye is bad, your body is 

full of darkness. 

V35. Jesus thus warned the crowds to be careful that the light in you not be darkness. 

V36. For if your whole body is completely filled with light (having no darkness at all), it will be 

wholly bright as lamp gives its light. 
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3 Exegetical Outline – Luke 11:27-36 (full) 

I. All who Hear and Obey God are Blessed (vv. 27-28). 

a. V27. As Jesus was speaking about his ability to cast out demons to a crowd of people 

consisting of both believers and unbelievers, a woman raised her voice to Jesus, 

blessing his mother’s womb that bore him and her breasts that nursed him. 

b. V28. Jesus retorted that blessed rather are those who hear God’s word and obey it. 

II. The Sign of Jonah will Occasion the Judgment of this Generation (vv. 29-32). 

a. The sign of Jonah and the sign of the Son of Man (vv. 29-30). 

i. V29. As the crowd around Jesus grew, he told them that this generation is evil 

because it seeks a miraculous sign to confirm Jesus’ word, but the only sign 

they will receive is the sign of Jonah. 

ii. V30. Jesus explained by illustrating that just as Jonah became a sign of the 

word of God to the Ninevites, so also the Son of Man will be a sign of the 

word of God to this generation. 

b. How the sign of Jonah will bring judgment on this generation (vv. 31-32). 

i. V31. Jesus explained further by illustrating that the queen of the South who 

journeyed across the world to hear king Solomon’s wisdom will rise up at the 

judgment with the men of the present generation to condemn it, and notice 

that someone even greater than Solomon is here. 

ii. V32. Jesus continued explaining by illustrating that the men of Nineveh who 

repented at Jonah’s preaching will similarly rise up at the judgment with the 

men of the present generation to condemn it, and notice that someone even 

greater than Jonah is here. 

III. The Eye is the Body’s Lamp (vv. 33-36). 

a. The parable of the eye as the lamp of the body (vv. 33-34). 

i. V33. Jesus bolstered his point with a parable, noticing that no one lights a 

lamp and then puts it away in a hidden place or under a basket, but rather puts 

it on a stand so that people who enter the room may see its light. 

ii. V34. Jesus described a person’s eye as the body’s lamp, noting that when your 

eye is good (simple, sincere, healthy) your whole body is full of light; but 

when your eye is bad, your body is full of darkness. 

b. The proper response to the parable (vv. 35-36). 
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i. V35. Jesus thus warned the crowds to be careful that the light in you not be 

darkness. 

ii. V36. For if your whole body is completely filled with light (having no 

darkness at all), it will be wholly bright as lamp gives its light. 
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4 Exegetical Outline – Luke 11:27-36 (abbreviated) 

Exegetical Proposition: The generation of Jesus’ day wickedly asked to see a miraculous sign to 

confirm his word, but they would only see the “sign of Jonah,” which they must view as greater 

than Solomon’s wisdom and the preaching of Jonah if they want to be filled with light and 

escape the condemning testimony of the queen of the South and the Ninevites on judgment day. 

I. All who Hear and Obey God are Blessed (vv. 27-28). 

II. The Sign of Jonah will Occasion the Judgment of this Generation (vv. 29-32). 

a. The sign of Jonah and the sign of the Son of Man (vv. 29-30). 

b. How the sign of Jonah will bring judgment on this generation (vv. 31-32). 

III. The Eye is the Body’s Lamp (vv. 33-36). 

a. The parable of the eye as the lamp of the body (vv. 33-34). 

b. The proper response to the parable (vv. 35-36). 
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5 Theological Outline – Luke 11:27-36 

Theological Proposition: Asking God to further confirm the person and message of Jesus by 

giving more evidence leaves you guilty before God and those who believed and obeyed on lesser 

evidence, and makes you a person full of darkness rather than light. 

I. All who Hear and Obey God are Blessed (vv. 27-28). 

II. Those who saw and received God’s lesser signs will offer condemning testimony at the 

final judgment of those who reject Jesus Christ, God’s greatest sign (vv. 29-32). 

III. If you hide away or cover in darkness the signs God shows you, then you will become 

full of darkness rather than light (vv. 33-36). 
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6 Notes on Luke 11:27-36 

1. This episode occurs in the portion of Luke narrating Jesus’ journey toward Jerusalem to be 

crucified.  The disciples accompany Jesus on this journey, and Jesus uses this time to teach 

them what true discipleship looks like.  There is a parallel passage in Matthew 12:38-42.  

This episode contains two famous aphorisms of Jesus: “the sign of Jonah” (v. 29) and “light 

under a basket” (v. 33).  The section from Luke 11:27-13:9 compiles a number of sayings and 

teachings of Jesus that set up decisive contrasts between those who receive God’s blessings 

or his judgment.  So from a literary perspective, the major theme of the passage is blessing 

and judgment, and who receives each one. 

2. Vv27-28.  These verses connect the account of the demon-possessed man and the discussion 

surrounding him, with the following passage that shows that Jesus is greater than all.  The 

connective theme is that salvation is more than mere reformation of life.  Salvation 

fundamentally entails revolution, coming out of darkness and into the light.  The strong man 

must be overcome and overthrown, and the stronger man must have total victory and take 

complete possession of a person’s life in order for him to be a disciple.  Who is this stronger 

man of whom Jesus had previously spoken?  He is himself!  Jesus is the Savior—the stronger 

man who is greater than king Solomon and the prophet Jonah. 

Illustration: Every once in a while I have this same kind of experience.  Unlike most pastors, 

I have the privilege of preaching and ministering often with my parents around.  Just last 

Sunday after preaching at the nursing home chapel service, a woman paid me a compliment 

when she realized that my dad was there with me, telling him, “I can tell your son is a good 

man, you must be proud!”  Now, the proud sinner in me can respond to such flattery with an 

“aw shucks” and “yep, my folks raised me right.”  But then I realize that thought leads to the 

light shining on me or my parents, rather than on the Lord Jesus.  Jesus must have heard this 

stuff all the time since he was perfect and never sinned.  But he always redirected the focus 

toward glorifying God.  Jesus doesn’t really get glory when you flatter him with lip service, 

boasting of how closer you are to him.  “Jesus is my copilot.  Jesus is my bro.  Jesus and I are 

thisclose.”  This is relying on your proximity to Jesus.  How does Jesus say he prefers 

compliments?  By listening to God’s word and then showing him love by obeying it. 

3. V27. An example of synecdoche (a literary device that refers to a part that stands for the 

whole): the womb and nursing breasts stand for the mother.  It is interesting to note that the 

woman who feels compelled to loudly and publically bless Jesus’ mother (Mary) is echoing 

the blessings from earlier in Luke.  In Luke 1:42, Elizabeth blessed Mary.  In Luke 1:48, 

Mary sang of how all generations will call her blessed because God has honored her to bear 

his Son Jesus.  She is right that Mary is blessed to have Jesus for a son.  But is that all there is 

to say? 

4. V28. In his response to the woman, Jesus places a check on her blessing, and also encourages 

her that she might experience greater blessing herself despite not being his mother.  Jesus 

redirects (clarifies) the woman’s publically declared blessing toward those who hear and keep 

(obey) God’s word.  In other words, a disciple is blessed if he obeys God.  In light of the 
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blessings that Luke records of Mary, Jesus’s words of redirected blessing are startling.  It is 

as if he is saying, “Yes, blessed in my mother.  But let’s understand why my mother is 

blessed.  Not because she bore me, but because she heard and obeyed God.  Therefore it is 

better to say blessed are all those who hear and keep God’s word.”  In effect, Jesus has 

coopted the praise directed singularly toward his mother as a blessing for all disciples.  

Blessing does come in relationship with Jesus, but not through the mother-son relation.  The 

blessed relationship to Jesus is the person who relates to him in obedience—as a disciple.  

Jesus’ mother Mary is blessed for the same reason that all disciples are blessed: for hearing 

and obeying God’s word (Lk 1:38; Jn 2:5; 19:25; Acts 1:14).  It seems Jesus had to do this 

more than once (Lk 8:19-21), and we must also redirect singular blessing upon Mary today as 

blessing for all disciples.  That is why Mary is called blessed, because she exhibited the 

character of a true disciple.  Luke, as the gospel addressed to a Gentile audience, may also be 

highlighting that it is not a person’s genealogical connection to the Jewish race that elicits 

God’s blessing.  In ancient cultures a man’s value came from the quality of his ancestral 

roots, while a woman’s value largely derived from bearing righteous sons who would support 

and bless his family elders.  If this is the case, then Jesus may also be make a point that 

neither ancestors nor descendants elicit God’s blessing, but it is obedience to God that counts 

in God’s value of things. 

5. Quotation: “It was a greater honor to the Virgin Mary herself to have Christ dwelling in her 

heart by faith, than to have been the mother of Christ, and to have nursed Him on her 

bosom.” ~ J.C. Ryle 

6. Application: This is an example of one of those things in the Bible that we say we believe, 

and we think we believe, but upon closer examination we don’t really believe.  J.C. Ryle 

points us to this common notion held by many Christians: if I had just seen Jesus, heard him 

teach, witnessed a miraculous sign or two, lived near him, or even been a relative or close 

friend of him, then my faith would be strong and I wouldn’t have such a struggle in my heart 

against sin.  I think this explains the recent phenomenon in the Christian publishing industry 

that is Sarah Young and her “Jesus Calling” books.  Christians want to hear a personalized 

message from Jesus so bad that we are lured away from simply hearing and obeying God’s 

word in the Bible to meditate on personal messages Jesus is supposedly giving to someone 

else who is closer to him than me.  Ryle notices, “We are all naturally inclined to attach great 

importance to a religion of sight, and sense, and touch, and eye, and ear. We love a physical, 

tangible, material Christianity, far better than one of faith. And we need reminding that 

seeing is not always believing.  Let us learn from our Lord's words before us that the highest 

privileges our souls can desire are close at hand, and within our reach, if we only believe.” 

7. Vv29-32. Application: Jesus presents his audience (the wicked generation) with absolute 

truth claims.  And these claims call for a decision, for a choice in all his hearers.  This choice 

by necessity creates a relationship of accountability with all humanity (previous generations 

who will testify of our choices), and a responsibility for what they choose.  The one who 

rejects Jesus is responsible for his choice and will be held accountable.  To choose neutrality 

is to choose rejection.  Whether each person chooses to believe Jesus and follow him, or not, 

is a public act that is on cosmic display that will be visible on Judgment Day.  Our choices 

entail great risk and reward.  Choose wisely who you will believe and worship.  Note that 

one’s religious decisions are not a private matter.  Jesus teaches otherwise.  They may be 
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considered and decided upon privately, but the effects of those decisions are quite public, for 

character, morals, and faith allegiances are played out in our life in relation to others.  In the 

various spheres of life, a person’s convictions are on display.  To hide such reveals much of 

the character of one’s allegiances. 

8. V29. In Luke 11:16 (which is the same scene and audience), the unbelieving people (cf. Lk 

7:20-23) asked Jesus for a miraculous sign from heaven to test (authenticate) his message and 

work.  Here in verse 29, Jesus answers their request for a sign by calling their request evil.  

Jesus knew signs and wonders will not cause repentance in the hard-hearted, and he rejected 

these requests motivated by an evil desire to test Jesus (cf. Mt 12:38; Mk 8:11).  Therefore 

Jesus won’t give this generation a sign except “the sign of Jonah.”  Why?  Certainly he was 

able to command the sun to darken, and the moon to not give its light, to call the stars to falls 

from the sky, or to bring the clouds to earth to catch him up into the heavens.  Perhaps the 

people lusted for such a sign, which revealed their insulting impudence.  So why did Jesus 

refuse their request?  Because they had already received miraculous signs in the healings and 

exorcisms.  From the beginning of his ministry, Jesus rejected this kind of testing, calling it a 

Satanic request (Lk 4:9-12) that would not cause them to believe (Lk 16:31; cf. Jn 12:9-11).  

Jesus was about to describe just how wicked their indecision and hesitancy to believe in him 

really was.  Note that “this generation” is frequently described as wicked in Luke (Lk 7:31; 

9:41; 11:50-51; 17:25; 21:32). 

9. V30. The sign of Jonah (Jon 1:17) probably had a two-fold meaning.  First, the death, burial, 

and resurrection of Jesus.  Jesus rising from the dead on the third day is the signifier of 

Jonah’s three days in the belly of the fish and subsequently released at the command of God 

(cf. Mt 12:40).  Note that Jonah only experienced a shadow of the reality that Jesus 

experienced.  Jonah sank to the bottom of the sea, was swallowed by the fish, spit out onto 

land, and proclaimed God’s message to Nineveh.  Jesus underwent a real death, burial and 

resurrection.  His proclamation of the gospel was better than Jonah’s message in every way.  

In other words, comparing Jonah’s situation and Jesus’, the whole thing is better in Jesus’ 

case.  “That which the story of Jonah illustrated and foreshadowed is made actual in the 

person of Jesus.”1  “Rescued Jonah and Resurrected Jesus are signs.”2  The resurrection of 

Christ was the core of the gospel message preached by the apostles from the outset (Acts 

1:22; 2:31; 3:15; 4:33; 5:30-32).  Second (in the context of Luke), the need for true 

repentance.  Just as the people of Nineveh repented at the preaching of Jonah, this signified 

the need for Jesus’ audience to repent in response to his message.  The sign of Jonah is 

(explicitly in Luke) the call to repent, and more generally the teaching of Jesus (the gospel).  

Taking the two-fold meanings together, the sign of Jonah is the preaching of the risen Jesus.  

No other sign is necessary to provide sufficient reason to repent and believe.  Jesus is still a 

sign today to those who oppose him, for God appointed him for the rise and fall of many (Lk 

2:34). 

                                                 

1 Michael Wilcock, The Message of Luke, BST, 129. 

2 William Hendriksen, Luke, 627. 
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10. Vv31-32.  This is an example of a lesser-to-greater argument.  Jesus is the great wise man 

and prophet.  He is wiser than Solomon, the wisest man who had ever lived, although a man 

full of faults.  He is greater than Jonah, a prophet of God to the Gentiles, who didn’t care 

about the people of Nineveh at all.  Jesus’ death and resurrection is cosmically more 

significant and of greater quality than the figurative “death and resurrection” of Jonah.  He is 

the ultimate, final, perfect, true, sealed-of-God wise man and prophet.  The emphasis is on 

the comparison of the wicked generation of Jews not believing in Jesus, while Gentiles in the 

days of Solomon and Jonah did respond with repentance and faith to the less glorious 

revelation given to them.  This would have incensed the Jews who refused to believe in 

Jesus, that the hated Gentiles will be included in salvation on the last day.  Although the Jews 

of this wicked generation do not recognize the Lord, the queen of Sheba and the Nivevites 

would have heard him, repented, and believed.  Note that the certainty of the future judgment 

is assumed. 

11. V31. The queen of the South is the Queen of Sheba, a country in southwestern Arabia 

(modern day Yemen; 1 Kgs 10:1-3; 2 Chr 9:1-12).  She visited King Solomon, bringing many 

costly gifts, and asked him many vexing questions to test his legendary wisdom (1 Kgs 10:1-

4, 7).  Awed by the grandeur and wisdom of Solomon, and of his kingdom, she rejoiced in the 

Lord God of Israel.  Jesus says that she will be there on Judgment Day (the day of the general 

resurrection of the dead; cf. Rev 20:11-15) to testify against this generation for its evil 

unbelief.  She will testify that she came from far away on a difficult journey to rejoice in the 

wisdom and glory of Solomon, who was not the Son of God.  Of course she would have 

made even greater efforts to believe in Jesus, the one greater than Solomon.  But this 

generation will not do so, therefore they stand condemned.  The “something” greater than 

Solomon that is here refers to Jesus and his wisdom, which is greater than Solomon and his 

legendary wisdom.  Jesus is the ultimate wise man.  Hear him! 

12. V32. The people of Nineveh (Assyrians living in the empire’s capital: the grandest, most 

powerful city), were famous for their cruelty and wickedness.  But even they repented at the 

preaching of Jonah (Jon 3:6-10).  In other words, the Ninevites were supremely wicked, and 

they repented when confronted with the signs and preaching of a lesser prophet than Jesus.  

Yet this generation will not repent when confronted with the preaching of Jonah’s Lord (cf. 

Lk 10:12-15)!  The clear implication is how much more wicked and culpable is this 

generation!  Jesus says the men of Nineveh will rise up (just as the queen of Sheba) on 

Judgment Day and give damning testimony of this wicked and faithless generation.  Jesus is 

not only the ultimate prophet, he is the Lord of the prophets.  Obey him! 

13. Application: The Ninevites and the queen of the South had far less than we have today.  

Therefore we have no reason to disbelieve Jesus like his generation did.  “We have 

eyewitness reports of the risen Jesus, the continuing power of the Holy Spirit unleashed at 

Pentecost, easy access to the Bible, and knowledge of 2000 years of Christ’s acts through his 

church.  With the knowledge and insight available to us, our response to Christ ought to be 
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even more complete and wholehearted.”3  Great privileges imply greater responsibility.  

What will the Ninevites and the queen of Sheba say about you on Judgment Day? 

14. Vv33-36. Regardless of the details of what the light, lamp, and eye imagery may represent, 

the main point of these verses is a warning against spiritual blindness and hardness of heart 

that both manifests and causes a rejection of Jesus.  These three proverbs about light likely 

follow to explain that if a person’s spiritual sight is good (i.e., he is full of light), then there is 

no desire for a miraculous sign to repent and believe in Jesus.  In the previous passage the 

people have been blaming Jesus for their lack of faith.  In these proverbs on light, Jesus turns 

the tables, blaming them for their own lack of faith.  In essence Jesus is saying, “The light of 

the world is shining, but you are obstructing it with your wicked hearts in refusing to 

believe.” 

15. V33. The image invoked is of a house with one living area and a cellar.  The thing covering 

the light is a basket or bowl holding about one peck (a unit of measurement).  An uncovered 

lamp would illuminate the whole room.  “Lamp” may be a metaphor for Jesus’ mission in 

general, and his message in particular.  Jesus ministered and taught publically for all the 

world to see and hear.  He is the “light of the world” (cf. Jn 8:12; 9:5).  “Light” and 

“darkness” are common biblical metaphors for good and evil (cf. Jn 1:5; 3:19; 8:12; 12:35; 

Acts 26:18; Rom 13:12; 2 Cor 4:6; 6:14; Eph 5:8; 1 Thess 5:5; 1 Pet 2:9; 1 Jn 1:5; 2:8-9).  

When Jesus preached the gospel, he provided light for people to “see” and come into God’s 

kingdom through repentance and faith in him. 

16. V34. The ancients believed that the eye emitted light enabling sight, like a lamp emits light 

for the same purpose.  By playing on this common unscientific understanding of the 

mechanics of eyes and sight, Jesus illustrates a spiritual truth.  A healthy eye sees things in a 

spiritually healthy way.  Thus the eye refers to a person’s spiritual vision or openness to 

God’s word.  Conversely, a bad eye must see things in an evil way, in a way that is closed 

and blind to God’s word.  If a person’s eye is bad (i.e., if a person has a faithless way of 

looking at things), then that person will be full of darkness rather than light.  That darkness 

will encompass a person’s moral and spiritual character.  Note that the evil people seeking 

another sign from heaven did not need more “light,” rather they needed to respond in faith to 

the sufficient “light” already given to them.  What Jesus was doing in plain sight was enough 

to satisfy honest people who saw and heard him.  They don’t need more light (a sign from 

heaven); they need good (morally and spiritually healthy) eyes to see Jesus for who he is, to 

repent, and to believe in him. 

17. Illustration: I think this is what Jesus means with this business of the eye as the body’s lamp.  

Imagine standing in a room illumined by one bright light.  As long as your eyes are working 

properly and you keep them open, you’ll be able to see.  Your feet will know where to step.  

Your hands will know what to grasp.  You won’t bump into anything and hurt yourself.  Now 

imagine that you extinguish the light in that dark room, or that you close your eyes in that 

bright room.  In this state of blindness, your body parts over which you normally exercise 

                                                 

3 NKJV Life Application Bible, 1855. 
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control will now refuse to function properly.  Your whole body is “in the dark” as to your 

situation, what to do, and oblivious to any imminent dangers.  Jesus says this illustrates a 

spiritual truth.  When the light does not make its way into your eyes, then your whole body is 

in darkness.  Refusing (or being unable) to see the light will leave your whole life in 

darkness.  But when you see and receive the light, your whole life will be bright with the 

light of Jesus, as you possess true knowledge of God, the peace of God that transcends all 

understanding, the thankfulness for a blessed relationship with God, and the joy of salvation.  

Such will be the evidence so that others will see the light of Jesus in you and will be drawn to 

his light shining through your life.4 

18. V35. The kind of “darkness” Jesus addresses is not ignorance, but stubborn unbelief, which 

is by far the more dangerous form of darkness.  Jesus insinuates that every person shines 

forth something.  So he warns each person individually (the “you” shifts from plural to 

singular in this verse) to make sure that what shines from their life (their way of looking at 

things; their fruit) is light rather than darkness (i.e., good rather than evil).  The problem is 

not with the light that Jesus gives.  The problem is with the people’s eyes.  They cannot see 

the light because they are full of darkness.  It is a terrible thing to think you can see the light 

when actually you are blind and full of darkness. 

19. Illustration: Jesus used historical figures from Scripture (Jonah and the Ninevites; Solomon 

and the queen of Sheba) to illustrate the call to respond to his preaching with repentance and 

faith.  There are also biblical figures who illustrate those who begin by walking in the light 

but end up walking in darkness.  Samson, a judge of Israel and Nazirite from birth, who 

ended up a blind slave of the Philistines, succumbed to the lust of the flesh.  Lot, nephew of 

Abraham and resident of Sodom, who ended up living in a cave and incestuously fathering 

children, succumbed to the lust of the eyes.  Saul, anointed the first king of Israel, who 

refused to obey God’s prophet and even dabbled in witchcraft, succumbed to the pride of life. 

20. V36. The main point Jesus is making is that when a person is filled with “light” (not having 

any part darkness) it will affect the filling of the whole person.  The person who is full of 

light will shine brightly, unencumbered by the presence of darkness. 

 

                                                 

4 William Hendriksen, Luke, 631.  The illustration is his. 
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8 Sermon References 

Luke 1:42  and she exclaimed with a loud cry, "Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb! 

Luke 1:48  for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from now 
on all generations will call me blessed; 

Luke 1:38  And Mary said, "Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me 
according to your word." And the angel departed from her. 

Luke 8:19-21  19 ¶ Then his mother and his brothers came to him, but they could not 
reach him because of the crowd.  20 And he was told, "Your mother and your brothers 
are standing outside, desiring to see you."  21 But he answered them, "My mother and 
my brothers are those who hear the word of God and do it." 

John 12:9-11  9 ¶ When the large crowd of the Jews learned that Jesus was there, they 
came, not only on account of him but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the 
dead.  10 So the chief priests made plans to put Lazarus to death as well,  11 because on 
account of him many of the Jews were going away and believing in Jesus. 

Jonah 1:17  And the LORD appointed a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was 
in the belly of the fish three days and three nights. 

Matthew 12:40   For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the 
great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the 
earth. 

John 8:12  Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the light of the world. Whoever 
follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life." 

Luke 11:37-41  While Jesus was speaking, a Pharisee asked him to dine with him, so 
he went in and reclined at table.  38 The Pharisee was astonished to see that he did not 
first wash before dinner.  39 And the Lord said to him, "Now you Pharisees cleanse the 
outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness.  40 
You fools! Did not he who made the outside make the inside also?  41 But give as alms 
those things that are within, and behold, everything is clean for you. 

John 3:19-20  19 And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people 
loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil.  20 For everyone 
who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his works 
should be exposed. 




