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John 6:41-51, 60-71 “Belief and Unbelief” June 9, 2013 

OT Lesson: Ezekiel 37:1-14  Brian M. Sandifer 

Jesus came from heaven to give eternal life to the world, but many spiritual seekers and self-described 

Christians will not believe this hard teaching, but will turn away revealing that God has not granted them 

spiritual ability to believe in Jesus. Don’t turn back because only Jesus can give you eternal life. 

Introduction – James M. Boice story of people asking him which Bible doctrines they need to believe in 

order to be a Christian, a faithful follower of Jesus. 

I. Why do only some believe (or continue to believe) in Jesus? 

A. The apparent answer (vv. 41-42, 60-62) 

1. Contrary to appearances, Jesus claimed to be a man from heaven come to give life to the 

world. Five times Jesus said he “came down from heaven” (Jn 6:33, 38, 50, 51, 58). This is the 

matter in dispute, and it was a hard saying to accept. How could Jesus say these things about 

himself when they knew where he came from? They knew his father Joseph and his mother Mary, 

which made Jesus’ claims seem outlandish. Familiarity can breed contempt and unbelief. 

2. Jesus often confronted people with this kind of irrationalism that poses as reason and pressed 

them toward belief (Jn 4:44; Mt 13:57-58). We also face the choice to believe when confronted 

with Jesus’ divine origin. That Jesus is the God-man come down from heaven is crucial to his 

identity and mission as the Son of God (Jn 1:1-2, 14, 18, 45-46; 3:2, 3, 17, 31; 5:36-38; 6:29, 33, 

38). You must answer the question: is Jesus the heavenly God-man, or a mere human being just 

like you? To mangle Shakespeare’s Hamlet, “To believe, or not to believe. That is the question!” 

B. The theological answer (vv. 43-46, 63-65) 

1. No one is able to come to Jesus by faith unless the Father draws that person to Jesus. Coming 

to Christ in faith for eternal salvation is not a human achievement. It is nothing to boast about to 

people who don’t believe in Jesus. 

2. Everyone who hears and learns from the Father comes to Jesus. Every single person who has 

come to Jesus by faith and thereby obtains eternal life had previously heard from God the Father 

and learned from God that Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life. All of those who come to Jesus 

have the common experience of hearing and learning from God, who draws them to Jesus. 

II. Why not another interpretation? 

A. No: Cooperative grace (Semipelagian “assisting” grace) 

In verse 44, the Greek verb translated “can” is dunamai. It does not mean having permission to do, 

but “to be able” or “to have power” to do. No human being has the moral or spiritual ability to come 

to Christ in faith unless God gives him the desire and inclination to come to Jesus and the ability 

(power) to believe in Christ for eternal life. The natural fallen hardness of heart in humanity prevents 

every single person from accepting the free offer of the gospel, unless a special work of God’s grace 

takes place in an unwilling unbeliever, removing his hard heart of stone and replacing it with a living 

heart of flesh that is able and willing to believe (Ezek 36:26). 

B. No: Initiating but resistible grace (Arminian “prevenient” grace) 

1. But can a person drawn by God to Jesus resist this drawing? In verse 44 Jesus also speaks of 

God “drawing” a person. The Greek verb is elkuō, which means to drag, pull, draw, haul, or 



  

 

  2 

attract. The drawing of a man is not a drawing by force against a person’s will, but by attracting 

with unfailing love a person whose obstinate will has been transformed by God. So a converted 

sinner is not dragged kicking and screaming to Jesus. Rather God performs spiritual heart surgery 

on the sinner, implanting a new heart that instead of running from Jesus in unbelief runs to Jesus 

in love and faith. 

2. What does Jesus say about the man who is drawn by God? That he will be raised on the last 

day. This is a clear an unavoidable reference to the resurrection of believers. In other words, Jesus 

says that all those who are drawn by God will become followers of Christ, persevere in following 

Christ their whole lives, and will certainly be raised up to eternal life at the resurrection on the 

last day. 

C. Yes: Biblical grace (Reformed “sovereign” grace) 

Christians who believe in cooperative grace, or initiating but resistible grace, can affirm that it is 

necessary for God to draw sinners to Jesus that they might be saved. But the Bible pushes us further, 

to affirm that God’s drawing of a person is irresistible (contra the unbiblical teaching of initiating but 

resistible grace). The Bible also pushes us to affirm that no one can even begin to come to Jesus 

unless he is sovereignly born again by the unmerited grace of the Holy Spirit (contra the unbiblical 

teaching of cooperative grace), so there is no sense of cooperation between the spiritually all-dead 

sinner and God in the act of bringing new life and salvation to that person. 

III. Why not turn back? 

A. Jesus is the only source of eternal life (vv. 47-51) 

For the third time (out of 4) in John 6, Jesus solemnly tells his listeners, “Truly, truly, I say to you” 

(Jn 6:26, 32, 47, 53). Jesus is strenuously pointing us to eternal life. To obtain life we must believe. 

There could be an exclamation point at the end of verse 48. All of John 6 is an explanation of this 

truth: Jesus is the bread of life. He is the bread of life come down from heaven to give life to the 

world. He has ascended to heaven to return to his Father. His claim is wonderfully true! 

B. There is no one else worth following (vv. 66-71) 

1. Up to this point, Jesus had been an extremely popular rabbi. Large crowds followed him, and 

many claimed to be his disciples. But after this account filled with hard teachings, many turned 

back, revealing their underlying unbelief. The more people heard Jesus teach, the more divisive 

he became.  

2. So Jesus turned to the remaining disciples (the Twelve) and asked if they wanted to leave 

with the others. This was the big test. What would his chosen disciples do? Would they prove 

Jesus’ teaching of irresistible grace by their response? 

3. By faith Peter confesses (for himself and for the group) that Jesus has the words of eternal 

life. They cannot leave Jesus no matter how hard he makes it to follow him. They cannot and will 

not turn back from following Jesus because they have been drawn by the Father and have come to 

believe that Jesus is the Holy One of God.  How could a disciple turn back from following him? 

Inconceivable! Once a person knows Jesus, no one else can satisfy. 

Conclusion – “Lord, to whom shall we go?” These are beautiful words that every Christian can adopt as 

his own when following Jesus seems overwhelming. Make these words your prayer and confession of 

faith when you’re wrestling with God in the midst of trial, uncertainty, confusion, doubt, struggle, pain, 

temptation, lethargy, sorrow, etc. They are the path of hope in Christ, who is the living hope for all who 

continue to believe. 
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1 Original Language, Personal English Translation, and Textual Notes 

Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

John 6:41 VEgo,gguzon ou=n oi` VIoudai/oi peri. auvtou/ 
o[ti ei=pen\ evgw, eivmi ò a;rtoj ò kataba.j 
evk tou/ ouvranou/( 

Then the Jews grumbled about him because 

he said, “I am the bread that came down 

from heaven.” 

 

John 6:42 kai. e;legon\ ouvc ou-to,j evstin VIhsou/j o` 
ui`o.j VIwsh,f( ou- h`mei/j oi;damen to.n 
pate,ra kai. th.n mhte,raÈ pw/j nu/n le,gei 
o[ti evk tou/ ouvranou/ katabe,bhkaÈ 

And they said, “Is this not Jesus, the son of 

Joseph, whose father and mother we know? 

How now does he say, ‘I have come down 

from heaven”? 

 

John 6:43 avpekri,qh VIhsou/j kai. ei=pen auvtoi/j\ mh. 
goggu,zete metV avllh,lwnÅ 

Jesus answered and said to them, “Do not 
grumble with one another. 

The Jews are grumbling about Jesus, not 
about each other. 

John 6:44 ouvdei.j du,natai evlqei/n pro,j me eva.n mh. o` 
path.r o` pe,myaj me e`lku,sh| auvto,n( kavgw. 
avnasth,sw auvto.n evn th/| evsca,th| h`me,ra|Å 

No one is able to come to me unless the 
Father who sent me draws him; and I will 
raise him on the last day. 

e`lku,w and e[lkw drag, pull, draw, haul, hale, 

attract [BDAG]. 

 

Or "attracts him," or "pulls him." The word is 
used of pulling or dragging, often by force. It 
is even used once of magnetic attraction (A. 
Oepke, TDNT 2:503). [NET Bible] 

John 6:45 e;stin gegramme,non evn toi/j profh,taij\ 
kai. e;sontai pa,ntej didaktoi. qeou/\ pa/j 
o` avkou,saj para. tou/ patro.j kai. maqw.n 
e;rcetai pro.j evme,Å 

It is written in the prophets, ‘And they will all 
be taught of God.’  Everyone who has heard 
and learned from the Father comes to me. 

Or "listens to the Father and learns." [NET 
Bible] 

John 6:46 ouvc o[ti to.n pate,ra e`w,rake,n tij eiv mh. 
o` w'n para. tou/ qeou/( ou-toj èw,raken to.n 
pate,raÅ 

Not that anyone has seen the Father except 
the one who is from God, he has seen the 
Father. 

 

John 6:47 avmh.n avmh.n le,gw ùmi/n( o` pisteu,wn e;cei 
zwh.n aivw,nionÅ 

Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes 
has eternal life. 

e;cei verb indicative present active.  Those 

who believe have eternal life now! 

John 6:48 VEgw, eivmi ò a;rtoj th/j zwh/jÅ I am the bread of life.  

John 6:49 oi ̀pate,rej ùmw/n e;fagon evn th/| evrh,mw| 
to. ma,nna kai. avpe,qanon\ 

Your fathers ate in the wilderness the 
manna, and they died. 

 

John 6:50 ou-to,j evstin ò a;rtoj ò evk tou/ ouvranou/ This is the bread that comes down from  
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

katabai,nwn( i[na tij evx auvtou/ fa,gh| kai. 
mh. avpoqa,nh|Å 

heaven, in order that one may eat from it 
and may not die. 

John 6:51 evgw, eivmi ò a;rtoj ò zw/n o` evk tou/ 
ouvranou/ kataba,j\ eva,n tij fa,gh| evk 
tou,tou tou/ a;rtou zh,sei eivj to.n aivw/na( 
kai. o` a;rtoj de. o]n evgw. dw,sw h` sa,rx 
mou, evstin u`pe.r th/j tou/ ko,smou zwh/jÅ 

I am the living bread that came down from 
heaven.  If anyone may eat from this bread 
he will live into eternity, and also the bread 
which I will give in behalf of the life of the 
world is my flesh.” 

 

John 6:60 Polloi. ou=n avkou,santej evk tw/n 
maqhtw/n auvtou/ ei=pan\ sklhro,j evstin o` 
lo,goj ou-toj\ ti,j du,natai auvtou/ 
avkou,einÈ 

When many out of his disciples heard it, 
they said, “This is a hard saying; who is able 
to listen to it?” 

Or "obey it"; Grk "hear it." The Greek word 
avkou,w (akouo Ò) could imply hearing with 

obedience here, in the sense of "obey." It 
could also point to the acceptance of what 
Jesus had just said, (i.e., "who can accept 
what he said?") [NET Bible] 

John 6:61 eivdw.j de. o` VIhsou/j evn e`autw/| o[ti 
goggu,zousin peri. tou,tou oì maqhtai. 
auvtou/ ei=pen auvtoi/j\ tou/to u`ma/j 
skandali,zeiÈ 

But Jesus, knowing in himself that his 
disciples were grumbling about this, said to 
them, “Does this cause you to stumble? 

 

John 6:62 eva.n ou=n qewrh/te to.n ui`o.n tou/ 
avnqrw,pou avnabai,nonta o[pou h=n to. 
pro,teronÈ 

Then what if you see the Son of Man 
ascending to where he was before? 

 

John 6:63 to. pneu/ma, evstin to. zw|opoiou/n( h` sa.rx 
ouvk wvfelei/ ouvde,n\ ta. r`h,mata a] evgw. 
lela,lhka ùmi/n pneu/ma, evstin kai. zwh, 
evstinÅ 

It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is of 
no value.  The words which I have spoken 
to you are spirit and are life. 

 

John 6:64 avllV eivsi.n evx um̀w/n tinej oi] ouv 
pisteu,ousinÅ h;|dei ga.r evx avrch/j o` 
VIhsou/j ti,nej eivsi.n oi` mh. pisteu,ontej 
kai. ti,j evstin ò paradw,swn auvto,nÅ 

But there are some out of you who do not 
believe.”  For Jesus knew from the 
beginning who they were who did not 
believe, and who it was who would betray 
him. 

 

John 6:65 kai. e;legen\ dia. tou/to ei;rhka u`mi/n o[ti 
ouvdei.j du,natai evlqei/n pro,j me eva.n mh. h=| 
dedome,non auvtw/| evk tou/ patro,jÅ 

And he said, “On account of this I have said 
to you that no one is able to come to me 
unless it may be given to him from the 
Father. 

 

John 6:66 VEk tou,tou polloi. ÎevkÐ tw/n maqhtw/n Out of this many from his disciples turned Grk "many of his disciples went back to 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

auvtou/ avph/lqon eivj ta. ovpi,sw kai. ouvke,ti 
metV auvtou/ periepa,tounÅ 

back and no longer walked with him. what lay behind." [NET Bible] 

John 6:67 ei=pen ou=n o` VIhsou/j toi/j dw,deka\ mh. 
kai. u`mei/j qe,lete ùpa,geinÈ 

Then Jesus said to the Twelve, “You do not 
want to go away also, do you?” 

 

John 6:68 avpekri,qh auvtw/| Si,mwn Pe,troj\ ku,rie( 
pro.j ti,na avpeleuso,meqaÈ r`h,mata zwh/j 
aivwni,ou e;ceij( 

Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom 
will we go away to?  You have words of 
eternal life, 

 

John 6:69 kai. h`mei/j pepisteu,kamen kai. evgnw,kamen 
o[ti su. ei= ò a[gioj tou/ qeou/Å 

and we have believed and have come to 
know that you are the holy one of God.” 

 

John 6:70 avpekri,qh auvtoi/j ò VIhsou/j\ ouvk evgw. 
u`ma/j tou.j dw,deka evxelexa,mhnÈ kai. evx 
u`mw/n ei-j dia,bolo,j evstinÅ 

Jesus answered them, “Did I not choose 
you, the Twelve?  And out of you one is a 
devil.” 

 

John 6:71 e;legen de. to.n VIou,dan Si,mwnoj 
VIskariw,tou\ ou-toj ga.r e;mellen 
paradido,nai auvto,n( ei-j evk tw/n dw,dekaÅ 

He spoke of Judas the son of Simon 
Iscariot, for he, one of the Twelve, intended 
to betray him. 
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2 Exegetical Outline – John 6:41-51, 60-71 (verse summary) 

V41. The Jewish seekers, who followed Jesus from the other side of the lake where he had 

miraculously fed bread to 5000, complained about Jesus because he called himself bread from 

heaven. 

V42. The Jews complained about Jesus’ statement of origin because they knew Joseph his father, 

and his mother, thus a heavenly origin seemed impossible. 

V43. Jesus replied, telling them not to complain among themselves. 

V44. Jesus explained that no one is able to come to him unless the Father, who sent Jesus from 

heaven, draws the one to Jesus, whom Jesus will resurrect on the last day. 

V45. Jesus quoted the OT prophetic writings (Isaiah said “they will all be taught of God”) to 

prove from Scripture that everyone who hears and learns from the Father comes to Jesus. 

V46. John inserts an editorial comment, explaining that no one has actually seen the Father 

except the one (Jesus) who is sent from God. 

V47. Jesus solemnly told the Jews that whoever believes has eternal life. 

V48. Jesus followed his statement on eternal life by explicitly claiming to be the bread of life. 

V49. Jesus told the Jews that their forefathers in the wilderness ate manna but they died. 

V50. Speaking of himself, Jesus explained that he is the bread that comes down from heaven—

that one may eat of this heavenly bread and not die. 

V51. Jesus explicitly claimed to be the living bread that came down from heaven, and that 

anyone who eats this living bread (the flesh of Jesus, given for the life of the world, will live 

forever. 

V60. When many of Jesus’ disciples heard this teaching, they expressed dismay at listening to 

such a hard saying. 

V61. Jesus knew his disciples were grumbling about this hard saying, so he asked them if they 

took offense at his teaching. 

V62. Jesus asked his disciples if they would still be offended and refuse to believe if they were to 

see the Son of Man (Jesus) ascending back to heaven from where he came down. 

V63. Jesus urged his disciples to consider that the Spirit gives life but the flesh is useless, and 

that Jesus’ words are not of the flesh, but are spirit and life. 
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V64. Jesus revealed to his disciples that there were some among them who do not believe, then 

John inserted an editorial comment explaining that Jesus had known from the beginning the ones 

who did not believe, and had known the one who intended to betray him. 

V65. Jesus explained the reasoning behind his hard saying, that no one has the ability to come to 

Jesus unless that power is given to him by the Father. 

V66. After Jesus finished speaking, many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed 

Jesus. 

V67. Jesus then asked the Twelve whether they also wanted to turn back with the deserting 

disciples. 

V68. Answering for the Twelve, Peter addressed Jesus as Lord and wondered where they would 

go since Jesus is the only one who has words of eternal life. 

V69. Peter confessed that he and the rest of the Twelve have believed and have come to believe 

that Jesus is God’s holy one. 

V70. Then Jesus comforted the Twelve, reminding them that he himself had chosen them, but 

soberly warned them that one of their number was a devil. 

V71. John the narrator explained that Jesus was referring to Judas, son of Simon Iscariot, as the 

one who would betray Jesus. 
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3 Exegetical Outline – John 6:41-51, 60-71 (full) 

I. Jesus is the bread of life come down from heaven to give life to the world, but due to 

spiritual inability no one will come to Jesus for eternal life unless the Father first draws 

him to Jesus (vv. 41-51). 

a. The Jews complain about Jesus’ claim to be from heaven (vv. 41-42). 

i. V41. The Jewish seekers, who followed Jesus from the other side of the lake 

where he had miraculously fed bread to 5000, complained about Jesus because 

he called himself bread from heaven. 

ii. V42. The Jews complained about Jesus’ statement of origin because they 

knew Joseph his father, and his mother, thus a heavenly origin seemed 

impossible. 

b. Jesus replies that no one is able to come to him (believe in him) for eternal life unless 

he is first drawn by the Father (vv. 43-47). 

i. V43. Jesus replied, telling them not to complain among themselves. 

ii. V44. Jesus explained that no one is able to come to him unless the Father, who 

sent Jesus from heaven, draws the one to Jesus, whom Jesus will resurrect on 

the last day. 

iii. V45. Jesus quoted the OT prophetic writings (Isaiah said “they will all be 

taught of God”) to prove from Scripture that everyone who hears and learns 

from the Father comes to Jesus. 

iv. V46. John inserts an editorial comment, explaining that no one has actually 

seen the Father except the one (Jesus) who is sent from God. 

v. V47. Jesus solemnly told the Jews that whoever believes has eternal life. 

c. Jesus explains that he is the bread of life (unlike the manna in the wilderness) that 

gives eternal life (vv. 48-51). 

i. V48. Jesus followed his statement on eternal life by explicitly claiming to be 

the bread of life. 

ii. V49. Jesus told the Jews that their forefathers in the wilderness ate manna but 

they died. 

iii. V50. Speaking of himself, Jesus explained that he is the bread that comes 

down from heaven—that one may eat of this heavenly bread and not die. 
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iv. V51. Jesus explicitly claimed to be the living bread that came down from 

heaven, and that anyone who eats this living bread (the flesh of Jesus, given 

for the life of the world, will live forever. 

II. Despite his words being spirit and life, many do not believe Jesus because they are 

offended by his teaching, revealing that they have not been drawn to Jesus by the Father 

(vv. 60-65). 

a. Many take offense at Jesus’ teaching and express disbelief (vv. 60-61). 

i. V60. When many of Jesus’ disciples heard this teaching, they expressed 

dismay at listening to such a hard saying. 

ii. V61. Jesus knew his disciples were grumbling about this hard saying, so he 

asked them if they took offense at his teaching. 

b. Jesus’ words are spirit and life, but some don’t believe in him because the Father has 

not granted them the power to come to Jesus (vv. 62-65). 

i. V62. Jesus asked his disciples if they would still be offended and refuse to 

believe if they were to see the Son of Man (Jesus) ascending back to heaven 

from where he came down. 

ii. V63. Jesus urged his disciples to consider that the Spirit gives life but the 

flesh is useless, and that Jesus’ words are not of the flesh, but are spirit and 

life. 

iii. V64. Jesus revealed to his disciples that there were some among them who do 

not believe, then John inserted an editorial comment explaining that Jesus had 

known from the beginning the ones who did not believe, and had known the 

one who intended to betray him. 

iv. V65. Jesus explained the reasoning behind his hard saying, that no one has the 

ability to come to Jesus unless that power is given to him by the Father. 

III. In light of Jesus’ hard teaching, many followers turn back from following Jesus, but the 

Twelve whom Jesus himself chose continue to follow him for eternal life, although Jesus 

warns that one of their number is a devil destined to betray him (vv. 66-71). 

a. Many followers fall away from Jesus (vv. 66-67). 

i. V66. After Jesus finished speaking, many of his disciples turned back and no 

longer followed Jesus. 

ii. V67. Jesus then asked the Twelve whether they also wanted to turn back with 

the deserting disciples. 

b. The Twelve believe in Jesus and continue to follow him (vv. 68-69). 
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i. V68. Answering for the Twelve, Peter addressed Jesus as Lord and wondered 

where they would go since Jesus is the only one who has words of eternal life. 

ii. V69. Peter confessed that he and the rest of the Twelve have believed and 

have come to believe that Jesus is God’s holy one. 

c. Jesus comforts his remaining disciples, but warns them that one is secretly a devil (vv. 

70-71). 

i. V70. Then Jesus comforted the Twelve, reminding them that he himself had 

chosen them, but soberly warned them that one of their number was a devil. 

ii. V71. John the narrator explained that Jesus was referring to Judas, son of 

Simon Iscariot, as the one who would betray Jesus. 



John 6:41-51, 60-71 Brian M. Sandifer 

Heritage Presbyterian Church 9 6/9/2013 

4 Exegetical Outline – John 6:41-51, 60-71 (abbreviated) 

Exegetical Proposition: Jesus claims to be the bread of life come down from heaven to give life 

to the world, but many of his followers do not believe him because it has not been granted to 

them from the Father to come to Jesus in order to believe in him for eternal life. 

I. Jesus is the bread of life come down from heaven to give life to the world, but due to 

spiritual inability no one will come to Jesus for eternal life unless the Father first draws 

him to Jesus (vv. 41-51). 

a. The Jews complain about Jesus’ claim to be from heaven (vv. 41-42). 

b. Jesus replies that no one is able to come to him (believe in him) for eternal life unless 

he is first drawn by the Father (vv. 43-47). 

c. Jesus explains that he is the bread of life (unlike the manna in the wilderness) that 

gives eternal life (vv. 48-51). 

II. Despite his words being spirit and life, many do not believe Jesus because they are 

offended by his teaching, revealing that they have not been drawn to Jesus by the Father 

(vv. 60-65). 

a. Many take offense at Jesus’ teaching and express disbelief (vv. 60-61). 

b. Jesus’ words are spirit and life, but some don’t believe in him because the Father has 

not granted them the power to come to Jesus (vv. 62-65). 

III. In light of Jesus’ hard teaching, many followers turn back from following Jesus, but the 

Twelve whom Jesus himself chose continue to follow him for eternal life, although Jesus 

warns that one of their number is a devil destined to betray him (vv. 66-71). 

a. Many followers fall away from Jesus (vv. 66-67). 

b. The Twelve believe in Jesus and continue to follow him (vv. 68-69). 

c. Jesus comforts his remaining disciples, but warns them that one is secretly a devil (vv. 

70-71). 
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5 Theological Outline – John 6:41-51, 60-71 

Theological Proposition: Sent by his Father, Jesus came from heaven to give eternal life to the 

world, but many spiritual seekers and self-described Christians will not believe this hard 

teaching, and will turn away from Jesus revealing that God has not granted them the spiritual 

ability to believe in him for eternal life. 

I. Jesus, the man from heaven sent by the Father, is the source of eternal life, but due to 

spiritual inability no one will come to Jesus unless the Father first grants him that ability, 

drawing him to Jesus (vv. 41-51). 

II. Despite his teaching being spiritual life, many do not believe Jesus because they are 

offended by his teaching, revealing that they do not have the spiritual ability to believe in 

him because the Father has not drawn them to Jesus (vv. 60-65). 

III. After discovering this hard teaching of Jesus, many self-described Christians will turn 

back from following him, but disciples chosen by God will continue to believe in Jesus 

for eternal life, although they should remain humble by not boasting in their own ability 

to remain disciples apart from the Father’s supernaturally drawing them to Jesus (vv. 66-

71). 
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6 Notes on John 6:41-51, 60-71 

1. Note throughout this passage that Jesus’ opponents are Jews.  The Jews who turn back from 

following Jesus are unbelieving Jews, but this is not a statement of derision about all Jews.  

The author of this gospel, John, was a Jew.  Jesus was a Jew.  All of the 12 disciples were 

Jews.  Many Jews believed in Jesus and followed him, although many more turned away.  

The contrast between Jesus and his opponents is not between he and the Jews, but between 

Jesus the Jew and the Jews hostile to him. 

2. V41. The OT incidents of Israelites eating manna from heaven are rife with stories of 

complaining (Ex 15:22-17:7; Num 14:2).  Jesus’ audience does not realize they are 

unwittingly perpetuating the same grumbling of their forefathers, who set the pattern for 

unbelief in the face of miraculous signs.  There is continuity between the wilderness 

generation and the Jews of Jesus’ day.  Just as they grumbled about Moses, now they grumble 

about Jesus.  They “preserve the genuine succession of unbelief” from the wilderness to the 

present.1  It seems this crowd is complaining in low whispers because they do not accept 

what Jesus said about himself (“I am the bread that came down from heaven”) but they could 

not refute his argument.  The miraculous signs and Jesus’ words had the force to stop further 

theological discussion.  Jesus’ argument was convincing.  But they didn’t like it, and 

therefore didn’t like him. 

Five times Jesus said he “came down from heaven” (Jn 6:33, 38, 50, 51, 58).  This is the 

matter in dispute.  Jesus’ Jewish opponents do not believe Jesus because they think they 

know his earthly father and mother.  They obviously are not thinking about the doctrine of 

the incarnation of the Son of God, miraculously conceived by the Holy Spirit in the virgin 

Mary. 

3. V42.  The people grumbled against Jesus because they struggled with the familiar.  How 

could Jesus say these things about himself when they knew where he came from?  They 

knew his father Joseph and his mother Mary, which made Jesus’ claims seem outlandish 

(note they were unaware or didn’t believe Jesus was born of a virgin, and the irony that if 

they believed the reports of his supernatural birth then Jesus’ claims about himself would be 

germane to the dialogue).  Their argument was: “We know Jesus’ parents and family of 

origin, and knew Jesus since he was a kid.  And look what happens when he’s all grown up!  

He makes ridiculous, extravagant claims about himself.  Who does he think he is, expecting 

us to believe this stuff about him?  It’s blasphemy!”  Familiarity can breed contempt and 

unbelief. 

Application: Be careful that you do not reject Jesus the messenger because you do not like 

Jesus’ message.  Often the message and the messenger may be distinguished and divided.  

But not in the case of Jesus.  He is the messenger that is the message. 

                                                 

1 Leon Morris, The Gospel According to John, p. 327 fn 111. Citing Hoskyns. 
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The people also grumbled against Jesus because they struggle with the lowly.  When Jesus 

was performing mighty miracles before their eyes and for their benefit, they loved him.  But 

when Jesus began to call them to humble their pride and yield themselves to his teaching, 

they chaffed.  J.C. Ryle observed, “We may see the same thing in our own times. There are 

thousands around us who loathe the distinctive doctrines of the Gospel on account of their 

humbling character. They cannot tolerate the atonement, and the sacrifice, and the 

substitution of Christ. His moral teaching they approve. His example and self-denial they 

admire. But speak to them of Christ's blood--of Christ being made sin for us--of Christ's 

death being the corner-stone of our hope--of Christ's poverty being our riches--and you will 

find they hate these things with a deadly hatred. Truly the offence of the cross is not yet 

ceased!”2 

Jesus confronted people with this kind of irrationalism that poses as reason (Jn 4:44; Mt 

13:57-58).  Jesus also exposed the choice we all must make when confronted with the divine 

identity of Jesus.  His divine origin is crucial to his identity and mission as the Son of God 

(cf. Jn 1:1-2, 14, 18, 45-46; 3:2, 3, 17, 31; 5:36-38; 6:29, 33, 38).  We must either believe in 

him or reject him.  There is no middle ground.  “If you choose not to decide you still have 

made a choice” ~ Rush (Song: “Freewill”; the progressive rock band). 

4. V43. People in the NT era responded to God’s exclusive provision in the same way as people 

in the OT era.  Both then and now, people grumble against God.  It is our nature to grumble 

against God because we don’t like the way he chooses to provide for our needs (cf. Ex 16:8; 

Num 14:27; Ps 95:8-9). 

5. Vv44-45. The Reformed confessions and catechisms use these verses to explain doctrines 

regarding salvation.  They explain the terms of the eternal covenant of redemption between 

the 3 persons in the Godhead.  Whereas the covenant of redemption is the private instruction 

between parties in the Godhead, the covenant of grace is the public instruction between God 

and men regarding what is required of humans to gain salvation. 

 
WCF 7.3  Man, by his fall, having made himself uncapable of life by that covenant, the Lord was 
pleased to make a second,(1) commonly called the Covenant of Grace, whereby He freely offereth 
unto sinners life and salvation by Jesus Christ, requiring of them faith in Him, that they may be 
saved;(2) and promising to give unto all those that are ordained unto eternal life His Holy Spirit, to 
make them willing, and able to believe.(3)  
 
(1) Gal. 3:21; Rom. 8:3; Rom. 3:20,21; Gen. 3:15; Isa. 42:6.  
(2) Mark 16:15,16; John 3:16; Rom. 10:6,9; Gal. 3:11.  
(3) Ezek. 36:26,27; John 6:44,45. 
 
WCF 10.1  All those whom God hath predestinated unto life, and those only, He is pleased, in His 
appointed and accepted time, effectually to call,(1) by His Word and Spirit,(2) out of that state of sin 
and death in which they are by nature, to grace and salvation by Jesus Christ;(3) enlightening their 
minds spiritually and savingly to understand the things of God;(4) taking away their heart of stone, 
and giving unto them a heart of flesh;(5) renewing their wills, and, by His almighty power determining 

                                                 

2 J.C. Ryle, Expository Thoughts on John. 
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them to that which is good;(6) and effectually drawing them to Jesus Christ;(7) yet so as they come 
most freely, being made willing by His grace.(8)  
 
(1) Rom. 8:30; Rom. 11:7; Eph. 1:10,11.  
(2) 2 Thess. 2:13,14; 2 Cor. 3:3,6.  
(3) Rom. 8:2; Eph. 2:1-5; 2 Tim. 1:9,10.  
(4) Acts 26:18; 1 Cor. 2:10,12; Eph. 1:17,18.  
(5) Ezek. 36:26.  
(6) Ezek. 11:19; Phil. 2:13; Deut. 30:6; Ezek. 37:27.  
(7) Eph. 1:19; John 6:44,45.  
(8) Cant. 1:4; Ps. 110:3; John 6:37; Rom. 6:16,17,18. 
 
WSC 31  What is effectual calling? A. Effectual calling is the work of God's Spirit,(1) whereby, 
convincing us of our sin and misery,(2) enlightening our minds in the knowledge of Christ,(3) and 
renewing our wills,(4) he doth persuade and enable us to embrace Jesus Christ, freely offered to us 
in the gospel.(5)  
 
(1) 2 Tim 1:9; 2 Thess. 2:13,14  
(2) Acts 2:37  
(3) Acts 26:18  
(4) Ezek. 36:26,27  
(5) John 6:44,45; Phil. 2:13 

6. V44. The Greek word translated “can” is dynamai.  It does not mean permission (“may”), but 

means “to be able” or “to have power.”  In other words, Jesus says that no one is able, no one 

has the power, to come to him unless the Father draws that person to Jesus.  No human being 

has the moral or spiritual ability to come to Christ in faith unless God gives him the desire 

and inclination to come to Jesus and the ability (power) to believe in Christ for eternal life.  

The natural fallen hardness of heart in humanity prevents every single person from accepting 

the free offer of the gospel, unless a special work of God’s grace takes place in a person, 

removing his hard heart of stone and replacing it with a living heart of flesh (Ezek 36:26; Jn 

8:43, 47; 10:24-30).  This is what Jesus means by “draw him.”  The drawing of a man is not a 

dragging by force against his will, but is a drawing by a change wrought in the will.  So a 

converted sinner is not dragged kicking and screaming to Jesus.  Rather God performs 

spiritual heart surgery on the sinner, implanting a new heart that instead of running from 

Jesus runs to Jesus in faith. 

Doctrine: Beware of this interpretation of Jesus’ words: “People do not come to Christ 

strictly on their own initiative; the Father draws them.”3  This statement does not go far 

enough.  Such reasoning leaves room for the false teachings of “prevenient grace” (that God 

gives prior grace to all that is resistible by the sinner’s free will) and “semipelagianism” (that 

God and the sinner cooperate in the accomplishment of salvation; the sinner contributes self-

autonomous belief, and God contributes forgiveness of sin and eternal life). 

                                                 

3 NIV Study Bible.  See also NKJV Life Application Study Bible: “God, not man, plays the most active role in 

salvation.  When someone chooses to believe in Jesus Christ as Savior, he or she does so only in response to the 

urging of God’s Holy Spirit.  God does the urging; then we decide whether or not to believe.  Thus no one can 

believe in Jesus without God’s help.” 
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Illustration: Prevenient grace is like God throwing life preservers to every single drowning 

man, but each man still needs to want to be saved to actually be saved.  Some will want God 

and choose to accept; others will not want God and choose to reject.  Semipelagianism is like 

God helping those who choose to help themselves, like God tossing a life preserver to a 

drowning man who is calling for help.  Both Arminians who believe in prevenient grace, and 

libertarian free-will evangelicals who believe in semipelagianism (an historical forerunner to 

Arminianism) can affirm that it is necessary for God to draw sinners to Jesus that they might 

be saved.  But the Bible pushes us to also affirm that God’s drawing of a person is irresistible 

(contra the unbiblical teaching of prevenient grace; biblically, all those who are drawn are 

raised up on the last day).  The Bible also pushes us to affirm that no one can even begin to 

come to Jesus unless he is sovereignly born again by the unmerited grace of the Holy Spirit 

(contra the unbiblical teaching of semipelagianism), so there is no sense of cooperation 

between the sinner and God in the act of bringing new life and salvation to a person.  The 

Bible’s teaching is like God fitting a life preserver around the body of a drowned man at the 

bottom of the ocean, dragging him up to the surface, not wasting time with CPR or chest 

defibrillators to revive life, but instead reaching down into death and bringing the dead man 

back to life.  That is the biblical picture of the Father drawing a person to Jesus—drawing a 

man out of thorough spiritual death into eternal spiritual life (cf. Ezek 37). 

7. V45.  A quotation from Isaiah 54:13.  Only those who hear and learn from God are saved, 

and all those who hear and learn from God are saved.  This verse, quoting the OT prophets, 

proves the doctrines of irresistible grace and the perseverance of the saints. 

8. V46. [NET Bible sn] This is best taken as a parenthetical note by the author. Although some would 

attribute these words to Jesus himself, the switch from first person in Jesus' preceding and following 
remarks to third person in v. 46 suggests that the author has added a clarifying comment here. 

9. V46. Jesus brings up this point to emphasize that God’s revelation comes only through the 

Son, because he alone has seen God.  Jesus has chastised the unbelieving Jews for not 

believing his word about being from heaven.  In effect, Jesus says that only he would know 

this because only he has seen God since heaven is where he has come down from.  By telling 

the Jewish unbelievers that no one can come to Jesus except by the Father drawing them, 

Jesus tells them they are out of step with the Father.  If they want eternal life, then they need 

to believe (and believe in) Jesus.  He knows the Father because he has seen him!  Note this is 

not a promotion of mysticism.  To hear God is not to see God.  Jesus is unique as the only 

one who has seen God precisely because he is from heaven (Jn 1:18). 

10. V47. For the third time (out of 4) in John 6, Jesus solemnly tells his listeners, “Truly, truly, I 

say to you…” (Jn 6:26, 32, 47, 53).  Jesus is concerned to point people to eternal life.  To 

obtain life we must believe (in Jesus as the bread of life come down from heaven to give life 

to the word; and we must eat his flesh and drink his blood in a spiritual sense, which is 

believing on Jesus and trusting in his sacrificial death on the cross for salvation from sin and 

the gift of eternal life). 

11. V48. There could be an exclamation point at the end of this brief summary statement.  All of 

John 6 is an explanation of this truth: Jesus is the bread of life.  The simplicity and isolation 

BwRefEE('Joh%206:46')
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of these words in one brief sentence should call our attention to believe it.  His claim is 

wonderfully true! 

12. V49. How tragic that many who were following Jesus chose to put their faith in the manna 

their forefathers ate in the wilderness of Sinai (Jn 6:31).  The manna is such an empty thing 

to put faith in, for the fathers ate the manna and died.  There was no spiritual or lasting 

benefit to the manna.  Rather is served as a pointer to the true bread of life from heaven: 

Jesus Christ.  As the true Bread of Life, Jesus came to give spiritual and eternal life to the 

world. 

13. V50. There is a bread that comes down from heaven that is unlike the manna given to the 

wilderness generation of Jews.  That bread could not stave off death.  The bread from heaven 

that Jesus speaks of will bring eternal life to the one who eats it.  To truly eat the bread from 

heaven, even just once, is to have everlasting spiritual life. 

14. V51. The gift that Jesus gives, eternal life, is now unveiled.  Jesus says the living bread is his 

flesh.  This is a reference to his death on the cross as a pleasing sacrifice for sins.  Note that 

Jesus mingles the physical with the spiritual by calling his flesh (physical body crucified on 

the cross) the living (spiritual) bread that gives life forever.  Jesus gave his flesh for the life 

of the world.  This is a clarification because up to this point it was the Father who was said 

gives.  Now we learn that Jesus also gives.  The word Jesus used for his body (“flesh”) was 

startling and crude.  It serves to draw attention to the fact that Jesus did not come to us as a 

teacher with an idea, but as the Lamb of God who gave his body over to sacrificial death for 

the life of the world. 

15. V60. The hard saying for the original Jewish audience (the Jewish crowd, i.e., “the Jews,” 

who had followed Jesus from the others side of the Sea of Galilee to listen to him teach in the 

Capernaum synagogue) was that Jesus has come down from heaven to give his flesh to eat as 

the living bread for the life of the world.  It was a hard statement for them because they 

interpreted Jesus as the “living bread” literally. It was a hard saying to understand (since it 

was a spiritual and not literalistic teaching), but it was also a hard saying to accept because it 

was no doubt shocking and offensive to Jewish sensibilities.  Perhaps it is better to say the 

saying was “harsh” rather than “hard.”  Calvin comments, “the hardness was in their hearts 

and not in the saying.”4  Notice that now it is the disciples (a wider circle than the Twelve) 

who were offended with this hard teaching.  They doubted whether anyone could listen to 

this kind of teaching.  They assumed that no one could bear it.  The unbelieving disciples, 

those fringe followers of Jesus, believed that no one in their right mind could believe Jesus.  

Sound familiar?  This is exactly the way intelligent, reasonable, unbelieving church-goers 

judge Jesus’ words today.  It has always been the same.  But intelligence and sophistication 

are not the prerequisites for faith; it is the Father’s drawing of a sinner to the Son which is the 

prerequisite.  When this occurs, the teaching of Christ is not offensive, but pleasant to 

humble genuine believers. 

                                                 

4 John Calvin, Commentary on John, cited in Leon Morris, The Gospel According to John, NICNT, 338. 
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Application: There is another hard saying in this passage for Americans and other cultures 

who idolize freedom and self-autonomy is that no one can come to Jesus unless the Father 

draws him.  We don’t like being told that we are unable to do anything.  Our culture instills in 

us the idea that if you set your mind to something (anything!) then you can accomplish it.  

No goal is too lofty.  No accomplishment is impossible.  No power is withheld for you.  We 

are told everyone is the master of his own destiny, and that we alone determine what we will 

do.  But Jesus introduces a limitation on libertarian free will: the notion that coming to him in 

faith is a spiritual ability and power that people who are spiritually dead do not possess.  It is 

out of reach!  Jesus says no one (not even one!) has the ability, power, inclination, or desire 

to come to him in faith unless the Father draws that person to Jesus by changing his heart. 

16. V61. [NET Bible sn] Does this cause you to be offended? It became apparent to some of Jesus' 

followers at this point that there would be a cost involved in following him. They had taken offense at 
some of Jesus' teaching (perhaps the graphic imagery of "eating his flesh" and "drinking his blood," 
and Jesus now warned them that if they thought this was a problem, there was an even worse cause 
for stumbling in store: his upcoming crucifixion (John 6:61b–62). Jesus asked, in effect, "Has what I 
just taught caused you to stumble? What will you do, then, if you see the Son of Man ascending 
where he was before?" This ascent is to be accomplished through the cross; for John, Jesus' 
departure from this world and his return to the Father form one continual movement from cross to 
resurrection to ascension. 

17. V61. Jesus knew their thoughts, and confronted them with the small thing that offended them 

(compared to the Christ’s death, burial, resurrection, and ascension).  In other words, would 

the Jewish opponents be offended at this teaching when presented with something more 

offensive (the death of the Christ)? 

18. V62. When does Jesus’ ascension begin?  The way John tells the gospel story, Jesus begins to 

be “lifted up” from the earth when he is crucified (Jn 3:14; 8:28; 12:32, 34).  Therefore as the 

Son of Man is being ridiculed by Jewish and Roman unbelievers, he is at the same time being 

exalted by his heavenly Father as Jesus begins his ascension from earth back to heaven.  

Notice that Jesus leaves off the sentence unfinished.  It is as if he implicitly asks his 

disciples, “If you see me ascend to the Father, then will you be convinced?”  Or perhaps he 

means, “If you see me crucified, resurrected, and ascended to the Father in heaven, will you 

then not be more offended?”5  The latter is probably the better interpretation, since John does 

not include the ascension account in his gospel, and the ascension was witnessed by only a 

small band of disciples.  Jesus is therefore implying that severe testing of his disciples is 

coming.  If they think this teaching is hard, wait till was is coming!  To the casual disciple, 

the coming difficulties would prove insurmountable, and they would fall away in the wake of 

a defeated Christ.  But to the believing disciple, the coming difficulties would lead to life 

through suffering, since Jesus is the means to eternal life, bringing never-ending comfort and 

assurance of salvation. 

19. V63. The flesh profits nothing.  It is useless, powerless, and worthless for attaining anything 

of spiritual value.  Jesus uses this saying to draw them away from thinking about his words 

from a physical perspective, and instead to think of his teaching from a spiritual perspective.  

                                                 

5 Leon Morris, The Gospel According to John, NICNT, 339. 
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The flesh stands for all that is natural in the human being (emotions, will, intellect, body).  

Nothing in the flesh is capable of producing spiritual life (Rom 7:14-25).  Only the Holy 

Spirit can produce genuine spiritual life in a person.  Jesus says that his words are spirit and 

life.  The Holy Spirit works through the words of Jesus to produce spiritual life in a 

spiritually dead person.  His words not only tell of life, they actually bring life!  They have 

this creative power because the one speaking them is God (cf. Gen 1; Jn 5:24).  This happens 

in the unseen spiritual realm, when the Father draws a sinner to Jesus and the words of Jesus 

impart spirit and life to the person who find himself with new desires, new inclinations, and a 

new heart that believes in Jesus by trusting him for eternal life.  This is the miracle of 

sovereign, unconditionally electing, regenerating grace that Jesus calls being “born again” 

(Jn 3:3-8). 

20. V64. This verse reveals the divine omniscience of Jesus.  He knows who will not believe in 

him.  He knew this from the beginning, even before he had met these unbelievers.  His 

knowledge reaches into the past and extends to the future, as he even knows which of his 

disciples will betray him.  This divine knowledge is evidence that Jesus is God. 

21. V65. Coming to Christ in faith for eternal salvation is not a human achievement.  The ability 

and power to come is granted by the Father.  Without the Father giving this ability and power, 

no one can come to Jesus.  Left to their own desires, sinners prefer their sin. 

22. Vv66-67. Up to this point, Jesus had been a popular rabbi.  Many followed him claiming to 

be his disciples.  But after this passage of hard teachings (Jesus come from heaven, Jesus the 

bread of life, no one can believe in Jesus apart from the Father’s drawing), many of those 

false-disciples who followed Jesus turned back, revealing the nature of their “faith”.  

Apparently they only followed Jesus for the physical benefits (food and healing) and the 

fervor surrounding the hope that Jesus would be their next conquering Jewish king.  The size 

of Jesus’ congregation went from a mega-church to a small core-group.  So Jesus turned to 

the remaining disciples (the Twelve) and asked if they wanted to leave now also with the 

others.  This was the big test.  What would his chosen disciples do?  Would they prove Jesus’ 

teaching of irresistible grace by their response?  Jesus was providing a convenience 

opportunity to leave for those who were unwilling to pay the price of being a true disciple. 

23. V67. The more people heard Jesus teach and understood his message, the more divisive he 

became.  Those who heard Jesus divided into two groups: those who continued to follow 

him, growing in faith and obedience, and those who rejected Jesus because they did not like 

what they heard. 

24. V68. As in other gospel narratives, John provides a no-turning-back point for the disciples 

(cf. Mt 16:13ff).  Peter and the rest of the Twelve may agree that Jesus’ teachings are hard to 

accept, but where else are they going to go?  Whom will they follow instead to gain eternal 

life?  Peter confesses (for himself and for the group) that Jesus has the words of eternal life.  

They cannot leave Jesus no matter how hard he makes it to follow him.  Once a person 

knows Jesus, no one else can satisfy.  Note that the word for “go” is the same word used later 

for Judas going to the chief priests to betray Jesus. 
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Application: “Lord, to whom shall we go?”  These are beautiful words that every Christian 

can adopt as his own when following Jesus becomes overwhelming, but know there is no 

other way.  Make these words your prayer and confession of faith in the midst of trial, 

uncertainty, confusion, doubt, struggle, pain, temptation, lethargy, sorrow, etc.  They are the 

path of hope in Christ, who is the living hope for all who continue to believe. 

Quotation: “Whither shall we go?  Shall we make our court to the world?  It will certainly 

deceive us.  Shall we return to sin?  It will certainly destroy us.  Shall we leave the fountain 

of living waters for broken cisterns?” ~ Matthew Henry.6 

25. V69. [NET Bible sn] You have the words of eternal life…you are the Holy One of God! In contrast 

to the response of some of his disciples, here is the response of the twelve, whom Jesus then 
questioned concerning their loyalty to him. This was the big test, and the twelve, with Peter as 
spokesman, passed with flying colors. The confession here differs considerably from the synoptic 
accounts (Matt 16:16, Mark 8:29, and Luke 9:20) and concerns directly the disciples' personal loyalty 
to Jesus, in contrast to those other disciples who had deserted him (John 6:66). 

26. V69. Peter expresses his personal saving faith in Jesus as the Christ (also speaking 

corporately for the rest of the disciples).  They cannot and will not turn back from following 

Jesus because they have come to believe that Jesus is the Holy One of God, the one set apart 

for God for God’s special service (cf. Jn 10:36; 17:19).  He is the Messiah, the Christ, the 

Chosen One, the King of Israel, the Son of God.  How could one turn back from following 

him?  The thought is inconceivable! 

27. V70. Indeed it is true that genuine disciples are few.  Only those who are given to Jesus by 

the Father, are drawn to Jesus by the Father, and hence experience a spiritual rebirth, are 

genuine disciples.  Peter had confessed that the Twelve believe in Jesus, but of course Peter 

did not know for certain what was in their hearts.  But Jesus did, so he corrected Peter: “One 

of you does not believe, and is in fact a devil!”  Judas, one of the 12 special disciples chosen 

by Jesus himself, will eventually betray the Lord in the spirit of Satan.  Jesus is speaking 

figuratively when he calls Judas “devil”. 

Application: What is a test that you are a true disciple?  Ask yourself how Jesus exercises 

lordship over you.  Is it always easy for you to serve him because you believe the doctrines 

that make sense to you, and you obey the commands that seem pleasant or tolerable to you, 

but you choose to turn back from the teachings that do not resonate with you, and you 

casually disobey the commands that seem “extreme” or “unnecessary” for an average, 

respectable Christian?  If your way of following Jesus rarely if ever clashes head-on with 

your emotional nature and lifestyle preferences, then you should be examining your heart 

very closely and judging yourself strictly.  If you are following Jesus in a state of ignorant 

bliss, preferring to rather not know what the Bible teaches about your responsibilities as a 

disciple of Jesus, then you need to question which Jesus you are following.  A Jesus in your 

own imagination?  A middle-class American version of Jesus?  Or the biblical Jesus?  How 

will you know which Jesus you think you are following if you don’t carefully read the entire 

                                                 

6 Matthew Henry, Commentary in One Volume, 1542. 
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Bible and discuss how to live it with others following hard after Jesus?   However, if 

believing and serving Jesus is not always a joy for you.  If there are biblical doctrines that rub 

you the wrong way, seem offensive, or silly, but you pray for God to help you believe them, 

then that is evidence of the lordship of Jesus over you.  If following Jesus and obeying his 

commands is sometimes difficult, even agonizing, for you, because disobedience appears to 

be the path of no resistance, comfort, success, happiness, and blessing, but you choose 

instead to follow Jesus despite the consequences, relying heavily on his grace to sustain you 

and give you strength to persevere, then that is evidence of the lordship of Jesus over you.  If 

you’ve ever been tempted to turn back from Jesus because he presses hard teachings and hard 

commands on your life, but the very thought of turning away leave you with a feeling of 

despair (Lord, to whom shall I go?), then that is evidence of the lordship of Jesus over you. 

28. V71. [NET Bible sn] At least six explanations for the name Iscariot have been proposed, but it is 

probably transliterated Hebrew with the meaning "man of Kerioth" (there are at least two villages that 
had that name). See D. A. Carson, John, 304. 

29. V71. Judas being one of the Twelve, he is one of the last people likely to betray Jesus.  Who 

would have suspected Judas?  But Jesus knew all along, yet he loved Judas, even though 

Jesus knew that Judas had not been given to him by the Father.  Therefore Judas never came 

to Jesus in saving faith. 

Application: Just staying near Jesus and his followers is not the same as believing and 

following Jesus.  Judas stayed near to Jesus for personal gain, but his lack of faith became 

apparent when he turned away from Jesus and betrayed him.  Many stay near to Jesus and his 

followers, coming to worship services for status, community, approval of family or friends, 

or even business contacts.  But merely staying close to Jesus and the Church is not the same 

as accepting him as Savior and Lord of your life.  It is actually a form of rejected Jesus, as 

the example of Judas shows. 
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