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Chapter 8: The Beauty of It All 

 

1. Pg 68.  Why study the covenant?  To better understand the gospel of Jesus Christ. Rom 1:1-2; Gal 3:8 

2. Pg 69.  What is the structure (skeleton) of the covenant?  Redemptive history tracing God’s covenant 

promises to his people. Not a hall of heroes.  Not a collection of morality tales.  Not repeating cycles.  Not 

class warfare for political liberation.  Not disconnected eras (dispensations) in which God savingly relates to 

his people. 

3. Pg. 70.  What is a covenant?  A bind personal relationship, either between two people or between the Lord 

and his servants. 1 Sam 18:3; Gen 17:1-2. 

4. Pg. 72.  What is a Lord-servant covenant?  A God-ordained bond of union, peace, friendship, and service 

between the Lord and His people.  Relational analogies include suzerain-vassal, husband-wife, and father-

child.  Covenant elements include: 

a. A mutually binding relationship between the Lord and his servants 

b. Sovereign administration 

c. Conditions (commandments, sanctions) 

d. Promises of union and communion 

5. What are the two basic kinds of covenants?  Works and Grace.  Both contain the same elements, but the 

crucial difference lies in who takes the covenant oath, and thereby places himself under the curses if the 

covenant is broken.
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a. WCF 7.2  The first covenant made with man was a covenant of works,(1) wherein life was promised 

to Adam, and in him to his posterity,(2) upon condition of perfect and personal obedience.(3)  

(1) Gal 3:12 

(2) Rom 10:5; 5:12-20 

(3) Gen 2:17; Gal 3:10 

b. WCF 7.3  Man, by his fall, having made himself uncapable of life by that covenant, the Lord was 

pleased to make a second,(1) commonly called the Covenant of Grace, whereby He freely offereth 

unto sinners life and salvation by Jesus Christ, requiring of them faith in Him, that they may be 

saved;(2) and promising to give unto all those that are ordained unto eternal life His Holy Spirit, to 

make them willing, and able to believe.(3)  

(1) Gal 3:21; Rom 8:3; 3:20,21; Gen 3:15; Isa 42:6 

(2) Mark 16:15,16; John 3:16; Rom 10:6,9; Gal 3:11. 

(3) Ezek 36:26,27; John 6:44,45 

6. Pg. 73.  Discussion Question: Would it be correct to characterize God’s covenant with his people as a 

hollow, external, legal relationship?  Why not?  How does knowing that you are married to God or are his 

child affect your relationship with him? 

 

                                                 
1
 Michael Lawrence, Biblical Theology in the Life of the Church: A Guide for Ministry (Wheaton, Ill.: Crossway, 2010), 58 fn. 4.  “In 

saying this, I realize that in fact the textual contexts of each and every covenant are more complex than this simple, binary 

classification.  This complexity flows from the fact that every covenant between God and man implies a gracious condescension and 

prior initiative on his part.  God’s grace also changes and redefines us, and so places new obligations and expectations on the 

recipients of grace.  Nevertheless, for all its limitations, the distinction helps us articulate the unilateral nature of salvation—it is God 

alone, in the person of the incarnate Son, who meets the terms and bears the curse of the covenant of works [for his elect people], 

thereby earning the reward of a redeemed humanity, saved wholly by grace.”  Compare Christ as the Second Adam in Rom 5:12-21. 
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Chapter 9: Back to the Future 

 

1. Pg. 75.  What is the central promise of the covenant?  “I will be your God, and you will be my people.” 

2. Pg. 76.  What features form a pattern of the covenant in Scripture? 

a. The connections to the previous covenant 

b. The promise of a people 

c. The promise of a land 

d. The covenant summary promise 

e. The further unveiling of the main covenant 

3. Pg. 76.  Explain the distinctions between the Covenant of Creation and the Covenant of Redemption (in the 

terminology of the Westminster Standards, the covenant of “works” and the covenant of “grace”).  Contrast 

this with the distinction between the Old and New Covenants. 

4. Pgs 77-79.  Theologians refer to the Covenant of Creation with Adam by different names (e.g., “covenant of 

works,” “covenant of life”).  Regardless of the name, it is important to understand this covenant as 

foundational and made with pre-fall Adam.  What are the blessings and curses of the Covenant of Creation?  

Blessings: union and communion with God our creator, neighbor, and creation.  Curses: alienation and 

enmity with our creator, neighbor, and creation. 

5. Pgs. 78-79.  From the beginning, how is the conflict characterized between God’s people (who are in union 

and communion with him) and the unbelievers (who are alienated from and at enmity with him)?  Seed of 

the woman vs. seed of the serpent.  Gen 3:15. 

6. Pgs. 80-91.  What are the various Lord-servant covenants that structure the Covenant of Redemption/Grace?  

What are the main promissory features of each covenant (keeping in mind that the covenant is progressive)? 

7. Pgs. 93-94.  What is a kinsman-redeemer?  A close blood-relative who ransoms his poor and irresponsible 

brother from slavery, wins back his forfeited inheritance, marries his widow, and avenges him against his 

enemy.  Lev 25:47-55; Ruth 3-4; Deut 19:12; Lev 25:23, 34. 

8. Pg. 95.  Discussion Question: In what ways does the Covenant of Grace anticipate an individual seed of the 

woman who would function as our prophet, priest, and king?  How is he expected to fulfill his offices as 

prophet, priest, and king as our kinsman-redeemer (see Lev 25:23-34, 47-55; Ruth 3-4; Deut 19:12; Num 

35:16-21, 31)? 

 

Table of Major Biblical Covenants
2
 

Name Type Blessing Curse Sign Text 

Creation Works Eternal sinless life Spiritual & 
physical death 

The Tree of 
Life 

Gen 2:15-17 

Pact of 
Salvation 

Works 
(intra-
Trinitarian) 

Redemption of the seed of 
the woman 

Judgment of 
the seed of the 
serpent 

Enmity 
between the 
seeds 

Gen 3:15 

Noah Grace Preservation of creation; 
judgment postponed 

None Rainbow Gen 9:8-17 

Abraham Grace People, land, blessings for 
the nations 

None Circumcision Gen 12, 15, 17 

Israel Works Possession of the land as 
holy nation; prophet, 
priest, king offices 

Exile Sabbath Ex 20ff 

David Grace Rest and peace in an 
eternal kingdom 

None An eternal Son 
as king 

2 Sam 7 

New Grace Forgiveness and eternal 
life in the kingdom of God 

None Baptism Jer 31:27-34; Mt 
26:27-30 

 

                                                 
2
 Adapted from Ibid., 61. 
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Chapter 10: Nothing New Under the Son? 

 

1. Pgs. 98-100. What are some ways the Bible shows that Jesus and the New covenant fulfill (not abolish) the 

promises in the Old covenant (covenant of redemption)? 

a. Genealogies. Mt 1:1; Lk 3:23, 36, 38 

b. Seed of the woman triumphant over seed of the serpent. Lk 1:50-55, 68-74. 

c. Jesus’ self-understanding. Jn 8:56; Lk 16:31; Mt 5:17; Lk 24:27, 44-45; Zech 9:9; Mt 21:9; 22:45 

d. Apostolic teaching. Acts 3:25-26, 29-30; Acts 7 

2. Pgs 100-102. How does the New covenant fulfill the promise of a people? 

a. Jesus redeems the seed of the woman (his sheep). Ezek 34:23; 37:24; Jn 10:11, 14, 16; 17:9, 20 

b. Jesus judges the seed of the serpent. Mt 21:43; 28:19 

c. Jesus united believing Jews and Gentiles, creating a new people. Eph 2:12-16; 1 Pet 2:10; Rom 

11:17, 20; Gal 3:26-29 

d. By uniting the old and new covenant people. Gal 6:16; 3:29; 4:28; Jas 1:1; 1 Pet 2:9; Phil 3:3; Acts 

7:38; Heb 2:12 

3. Pgs 102-106. How is Jesus himself, as our Kinsman-Redeemer, the fulfillment of the “seed” promise? Lk 

4:18ff; Isa 61 

a. Pg. 105. Thomas Boston quotation. 

b. As the messianic prophet, priest, and king. Lk 1:32; Mt 10:41; Mk 10:45 

c. As he ransoms his kin from slavery. Rom 5:12-19; Heb 2:14-17; Mt 20:28; 1 Tim 2:5-6 

d. As he marries his widowed kin. Isa 54:3-8; Mt 9:15; Eph 5; Rev 19:7; Ezek 16:13 

e. As he avenges his kin against their enemies. Rev 6:10; Lk 18:7-8; Col 2:15; Rev 19:11-21 

4. Pgs 106-107. How does Jesus himself, as our Kinsman-Redeemer, fulfill the “land” promise? 

a. As he regains his kin’s forfeited life inheritance. 1 Pet 1:4; Eph 1:11 

b. As he regains his kin’s forfeited land inheritance. Mt 5:5; 28:18; Rom 4:13; Eph 6:3; Rev 21:1 

5. Pgs 107-108. How does Jesus himself, as the Last Adam, win back for us what we lost in the First Adam? 

6. Pg. 108. How does Jesus fulfill the summary covenantal promise (union and communion with God)? 

7. Pgs 109-110. How is the New covenant different and discontinuous with the Old covenant? 

a. More glorious 

i. Holy Spirit gives the New covenant more power. Heb 8:7-13; Jer 31:31-33; 2 Cor 3:6, 8-9 

ii. Sacrifices of New covenant are more effective. Heb 9:12; 10:1, 18 

b. Moral law written on the believer’s new heart to enable new obedience. Ezek 36:25-27; 1 Jn 5:3 

8. Pg. 118. Discussion Question: What are some of the titles the NT writers ascribe to God’s people in the 

New Covenant era (see Rom 2:28-29; Gal 3:29; 4:28; 6:16; Phil 3:3; Jas 1:1; 1 Pet 2:9; Rev 7:4)?  How does 

the NT refer to God’s people in the Old Covenant era in Acts 7:38 and Hebrews 2:12?  What do these 

passages teach us about the people of God in the Old and New Covenant eras? 
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Chapter 11: No End in Sight? 

 

1. Pg. 121. What are the three major themes that stand out in the progression of covenant history? 

a. Antithesis between seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent (alienation and enmity) 

b. Promises of a land and a people (union and communion with God) 

c. Effectual work of the covenant prophet, priest, and king—the kinsman-redeemer 

2. Pgs 121-126. How does the “seeds” war continue today?  How will it continue until the last day? 

3. Pg. 123. What is the current and popular evangelical “end-times” view?  Dispensational, pretribulational, 

premillennial. Zech 14:1-5, 8-9, 16-19; 1 Thess 4:15-17; 5:3; 2 Thess 1:7-9 

4. Pgs 123-124. What are the basic contours of the covenantal “end-times” view? 

a. The covenant keeps developing 

b. At the end of it, Christ’s second coming occurs 

c. At that time, he resurrects all the dead at once, both believers and unbelievers 

d. He holds a general judgment of believers and unbelievers at the same time 

e. He casts unbelievers into hell, and welcomes believers into heaven 

5. Pg 124. What does the Bible say about four crucial points of the Dispensational view?  Not biblically-based 

or consistent with historical Protestant (i.e., covenant) eschatology 

a. Secret rapture. Mt 24:40-41; 1 Cor 15:51-52; Lk 21:36 

b. Seven-year Great Tribulation. Dan 9:20-27 

c. Several general resurrections. Rev 20:6 

d. Several stages of the final judgment. Rev 11:15-18; 19:11-21; 20:11-15 

6. Pgs 127-130. How does the promise of a people continue today?  How will it continue until the last day? 

Gen 12:3; 26:4; Rom 9:6ff; Isa 61:1, 6, 8-9, 11; Rom 11:28-29 

7. Pgs 130-135. How does the promise of a land continue today?  How will it continue until the last day? Isa 

2:2-4; 11:6-10; Dan 7:13-14; Jn 18:36; Mt 28:18; Mt 16:19; Eph 1:19-22; Col 1:13; 1 Cor 15:22-26 

8. What are the various covenantal positions on the nature of the millennium of Revelation 20? 

a. Optimistic vs. Pessimistic. Is earth’s future leading to the Last Day good or bad? 

b. Historical Premillennialism. Zech 14:1-5, 8-9, 16-19 

c. Postmillennialism. Mk 4:29-32 

d. Amillennialism. 2 Pet 3:3-4, 10-13 

9. What will heaven be like?  How does the Bible describe the final state in the OT and NT? 

a. OT tends to use “earthy” imagery and “phenomenological” language, both corresponding to the 

creational life experiences of believers. 

b. NT utilizes and develops OT imagery and language to paint a fuller picture 

i. Bodily resurrection glory 

ii. New heavens and new earth 

iii. Eternally secure and perfect union and communion with God 

10. Pg 140. Discussion Question: How do the descriptions of the Last Judgment point to a final antithesis 

between the seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent (see Mt 25:32-34; Rev 20:11-15)?  Why has 

Christ been given “authority to execute judgment” (see Dt 32:43; Jn 5:29; Rev 6:10)?  Will anyone have an 

excuse for unbelief on the Day of Judgment according to Romans 1:18-20?  Do these truths motivate you to 

proclaim the gospel to the enemies of Christ? 

 


