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Luke 5:12-26 “Man on a Mission” December 2, 2012 

OT Lesson: Isaiah 35  Brian M. Sandifer 

Sickness, sin, and opposition are no match for Jesus and his mission to bring God’s kingdom from heaven 

to earth as he forgives, heals, restores, and invites God’s people (even now) to join him in his mission.  

Introduction & Background – Would you still want all the benefits of winning the lottery if it meant 

your life would become much more complicated, difficult, stressful, and lonely than it is now?  Is this 

also how you think of the kingdom of God?  Jesus is proclaiming the kingdom of God as he goes from 

town to town in Galilee.  As he does so, he is challenging the status quo of the culture and the guardians 

of that culture (the Jewish religious leaders).  The kind of kingdom Jesus preaches is radically different 

from anything heard before.  Those who oppose Jesus do so strongly; those who welcome Jesus rejoice as 

if God has finally arrived to bring salvation here and now. 

I. Two Extraordinary Healings 

A. The Leper’s Story (vv. 12-16) 

Leprosy, its health and social effects, and how it symbolizes sin in its defilement.  Jesus has the power 

to heal uncleanness, and the compassion to touch untouchables.  Jesus is dramatic, but only so he 

might dismantle wrong belief. 

B. The Paralytic’s Story (vv. 17-26) 

Palsy, its health and social effects, and how it symbolizes sin in its disablement.  Jesus attracted the 

attention of friend and foe.  Faith is illustrated as bursting through all obstacles to get to Jesus.  Jesus 

discerns hearts (the paralytic and his friends; the religious leaders).  Jesus can forgive sins. 

II. Why Are We Impressed With Jesus But Not Moved By Jesus? 

These familiar stories are wonderful.  Meditating on them should be enough to move us to love like 

Jesus loved in thankfulness for his love for sinners.  So why aren’t we moved by Jesus? 

A. We don’t really believe we are Pharisees at heart 

We want to be associated with Jesus, but also maintain our distance from his ministry methods 

and his choice of friends.  We want to reserve the right to judge whether we believe the hard 

sayings of Jesus apply to us.  We prefer Jesus to build God’s kingdom as we envision heaven 

should be.  Why?  Because we want to be in control, keeping safe distance from anyone or 

anything that makes us afraid. 

B. We don’t really believe our primary need is forgiveness 

We only ask for bodily healing and material blessings (and occasionally “amnesty-type” 

forgiveness when we need to shed those nagging feelings of guilt).  Our prayers are dominated by 

“give us this day,” with an occasional “forgive us our debts.”  But they are rarely focused on our 

profound need to be forgiven by a holy God, and rarely full of praise to the Father for sending his 

Son to die in my place—to reconcile me and the world to himself. 

C. We don’t really believe Jesus’ mission is our mission 

We do not reach out because we think it is Jesus’ (and other religious people’s) job to reach out.  

When we examine closely the mission of Jesus, it makes us uncomfortable because it promises to 

disrupt (even destroy) our personal mission of life without responsibility, liberty without cost, and 
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the pursuit of happiness without concern for the needs of others.  So we assent to the goodness of 

Jesus’ mission, but we leave it to the ministers, missionaries, and others to adopt Jesus’ mission. 

III. How to Join in the Mission of God 

A. Cultivate a heart like Jesus: pray like a missionary (v. 16) 

The great crowds wearied Jesus.  Although he had compassion for them, and healed them all, he 

needed to withdraw to desolate, lonely places to pray.  He needed to draw spiritual strength from 

the Father to minister on the front line.  Luke emphasizes that Jesus was a man of prayer 

throughout his gospel account (Lk 3:21; 6:12; 9:18, 28-29; 11:1; 23:46).  His example teaches 

how important prayer is, especially when life becomes busy and there are needy people pining for 

your attention. 

B. Act in love like Jesus: reach out and touch untouchables (vv. 13, 20-24) 

Jesus touching the leper displays his compassion and mission—to save by reaching out and 

entering the lives of outcasts.  Jesus left his throne in heaven to walk the dusty roads of Palestine 

so he might live among sinners and touch them with his compassionate, healing care.  The 

paralytic was untouchable in the sense that he was irrelevant to society.  But when this 

insignificant man interrupts Jesus’ public teaching, Jesus gives him his attention.  The man walks 

away healed, and more importantly forgiven! 

C. Give glory to God for Jesus: bring others to the Great Missionary (vv. 14-15, 18-19, 26) 

1. In the leper’s story, Jesus sent the cleansed man to the priest for inspection and approval to 

reenter Jewish society and religious life.  This was required by the Law of Moses for “unclean” 

people to reestablish normal social contact (Lev 14).  His testimony to the power of Jesus to heal 

in the name of the Lord brought the religious leaders and the masses to the Great Missionary.  In 

the paralytic’s story, remember the men’s energy, commitment, and persistence to help their 

friend.  In faith, they pushed, climbed, and dug through any obstacle, working as a team to get to 

Jesus (cf. 2 Cor 8:9). 

2. Although Jesus wanted to keep a low profile about his healing ministry throughout the towns 

of Galilee, he did not stop amazing the crowds.  Why?  Because Jesus is in the business of 

bringing glory to God, and that is what his healing and teaching ministry caused the crowds to 

do—glorify God.  Amazement seized them all.  Although most did not realize it yet, they were 

glorifying God in the presence of the Son of God! 

Conclusion – Jesus is the Man on God’s Mission.  When he lived on earth, he loved God, taught God's 

love, demonstrated God's love, challenged those who opposed God’s love, and invited people to 

participate in the loving mission of God.  He reached out to the poor, the social outcasts and pariahs, the 

notorious sinners, the captives, the sick, the deformed, the lost.  He is the faithful missionary.  He broke 

through the roof of heaven to reach out and touch the untouchables.  Only when the love of Jesus begins 

to touch your heart will you stop merely being impressed with him and start being moved by him.  Only 

when you see yourself as untouchable yet forgiven in God’s sight will you begin to love in the 

extraordinary way Jesus loved.  Only when you begin to see his love for the untouchables for what it 

really is—love for you—will your heart be moved to true faith that moves you to join the mission of God.  

Behold the Son of Man!  Fall at his feet, seek forgiveness and healing from him, follow him, glorify him, 

and join him in his mission of salvation! 
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1 Original Language, Personal English Translation, and Textual Notes 

Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

Luke 5:12 Kai. evge,neto evn tw/| ei=nai auvto.n evn mia/| 
tw/n po,lewn kai. ivdou. avnh.r plh,rhj 
le,praj\ ivdw.n de. to.n VIhsou/n( pesw.n evpi. 
pro,swpon evdeh,qh auvtou/ le,gwn\ ku,rie( 
eva.n qe,lh|j du,nasai, me kaqari,saiÅ 

While he was in one of the cities, and 
behold, there came a man full of leprosy.  
And when he saw Jesus, he fell on his face 
and begged him, saying, “Lord, if you will, 
you can make me clean.” 

Full of leprosy indicates a severe case of 
leprosy. 

Luke 5:13 kai. evktei,naj th.n cei/ra h[yato auvtou/ 
le,gwn\ qe,lw( kaqari,sqhti\ kai. euvqe,wj 
h ̀le,pra avph/lqen avpV auvtou/Å 

So he stretched out the hand and touched 
him, saying, “I will; be made clean.”  And 
immediately the leprosy left from him. 

 

Luke 5:14 kai. auvto.j parh,ggeilen auvtw/| mhdeni. 
eivpei/n( avlla. avpelqw.n dei/xon seauto.n 
tw/| ièrei/ kai. prose,negke peri. tou/ 
kaqarismou/ sou kaqw.j prose,taxen 
Mwu?sh/j( eivj martu,rion auvtoi/jÅ 

And he commanded him to tell no one, but 
“go and show yourself to the priest, and 
make an offering concerning your cleansing, 
just as Moses commanded, as a testimony 
to them.” 

 

Luke 5:15 dih,rceto de. ma/llon ò lo,goj peri. auvtou/( 
kai. sunh,rconto o;cloi polloi. avkou,ein 
kai. qerapeu,esqai avpo. tw/n avsqeneiw/n 
auvtw/n\ 

But the word about him spread more, and 
large crowds gathered to hear and to be 
healed of their sicknesses. 

 

Luke 5:16 auvto.j de. h=n up̀ocwrw/n evn tai/j evrh,moij 
kai. proseuco,menojÅ 

But he would withdraw to the wilderness 
and pray. 

 

Luke 5:17 Kai. evge,neto evn mia/| tw/n hm̀erw/n kai. 
auvto.j h=n dida,skwn( kai. h=san kaqh,menoi 
Farisai/oi kai. nomodida,skaloi oi] h=san 
evlhluqo,tej evk pa,shj kw,mhj th/j 
Galilai,aj kai. VIoudai,aj kai. 
VIerousalh,m\ kai. du,namij kuri,ou h=n eivj 
to. iva/sqai auvto,nÅ 

On one of those days, while he was 
teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law 
were sitting, who had come from every 
village of Galilee and Judea and from 
Jerusalem.  And the power of the Lord was 
in him to heal. 

 

Luke 5:18 kai. ivdou. a;ndrej fe,rontej evpi. kli,nhj 
a;nqrwpon o]j h=n paralelume,noj kai. 
evzh,toun auvto.n eivsenegkei/n kai. qei/nai 
Îauvto.nÐ evnw,pion auvtou/Å 

And behold, men were carrying on a bed a 
man who was paralyzed, and they were 
seeking to bring him in and place him before 
him. 
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Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

Luke 5:19 kai. mh. eur̀o,ntej poi,aj eivsene,gkwsin 
auvto.n dia. to.n o;clon( avnaba,ntej evpi. to. 
dw/ma dia. tw/n kera,mwn kaqh/kan auvto.n 
su.n tw/| klinidi,w| eivj to. me,son 
e;mprosqen tou/ VIhsou/Å 

And not finding any sort of way they might 
bring him in on account of the crowd, they 
went up on the roof and let him down 
through the roof tiles with a cot into the 
midst, in front of Jesus. 

Into the midst [of the crowd] 

Luke 5:20 kai. ivdw.n th.n pi,stin auvtw/n ei=pen\ 
a;nqrwpe( avfe,wntai, soi aì am̀arti,ai 
souÅ 

And when he say their faith, he said, “Man, 
your sins are forgiven you.” 

Man is not a derogatory term.  It could thus 
be translated “Friend.” 

Luke 5:21 kai. h;rxanto dialogi,zesqai oi ̀
grammatei/j kai. oi ̀Farisai/oi le,gontej\ 
ti,j evstin ou-toj o]j lalei/ blasfhmi,ajÈ 
ti,j du,natai àmarti,aj avfei/nai eiv mh. 
mo,noj o ̀qeo,jÈ 

And the scribes and the Pharisees began to 
argue, saying, “Who is this who speaks 
blasphemies?  Who is able to forgive sins, 
but God alone?” 

 

Luke 5:22 evpignou.j de. o ̀VIhsou/j tou.j 
dialogismou.j auvtw/n avpokriqei.j ei=pen 
pro.j auvtou,j\ ti, dialogi,zesqe evn tai/j 
kardi,aij ùmw/nÈ 

But Jesus, perceiving their thoughts, 
answered and said to them, “Why do you 
argue in your hearts. 

 

Luke 5:23 ti, evstin euvkopw,teron( eivpei/n\ avfe,wntai, 
soi aì àmarti,ai sou( h' eivpei/n\ e;geire 
kai. peripa,teiÈ 

Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are 
forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk?’ 

 

Luke 5:24 i[na de. eivdh/te o[ti o ̀uìo.j tou/ avnqrw,pou 
evxousi,an e;cei evpi. th/j gh/j avfie,nai 
am̀arti,aj& ei=pen tw/| paralelume,nw|\ soi. 
le,gw( e;geire kai. a;raj to. klini,dio,n sou 
poreu,ou eivj to.n oi=ko,n souÅ 

But in order that you might know that the 
Son of Man has authority on the earth to 
forgive sins’—he said to the man who was 
paralyzed—‘I say to you, rise, pick up your 
bed and go to your home.’” 

 

Luke 5:25 kai. paracrh/ma avnasta.j evnw,pion auvtw/n( 
a;raj evfV o] kate,keito( avph/lqen eivj to.n 
oi=kon auvtou/ doxa,zwn to.n qeo,nÅ 

And immediately, rising up before them, he 
picked up what he was lying on, and went to 
his home, glorifying God. 

 

Luke 5:26 kai. e;kstasij e;laben a[pantaj kai. 
evdo,xazon to.n qeo.n kai. evplh,sqhsan 
fo,bou le,gontej o[ti ei;domen para,doxa 
sh,meronÅ 

And astonishment seized them all, and they 
glorified God and were filled with fear, 
saying, “We have seen wonderful things 
today!” 
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2 Exegetical Outline – Luke 5:12-26 (verse summary) 

V12. While Jesus was in one of the cities in the region of Galilee, a leprous man approached 

Jesus, bowed low before him, and begged him to be healed. 

V13. With compassion, Jesus willingly touched the leper with his hand and healed him—the 

clean overcoming the unclean—and the leprosy immediately left the man. 

V14. Jesus charged the man to keep the healing a secret, but to go to the priest to be examined 

for public cleanness and to make the cleansing offering commanded by Moses. 

V15. But the news about Jesus spread even more, so that multitudes gathered to hear his teaching 

and to be healed of their illnesses. 

V16. Nevertheless, Jesus would withdraw to deserted places to escape the crowds and to pray. 

V17. One day during this time, as Jesus was teaching and had the power of the Lord to heal, 

Pharisees and teachers of the law from Jerusalem and every village in Galilee to the north and 

Judea to the south, sat to hear Jesus. 

V18. On that day some men brought a paralyzed man on a bed, seeking to lay him before Jesus 

so that Jesus might heal him. 

V19. But because the crowd surrounding Jesus was too large, the men could not find a way to 

bring the paralyzed man to Jesus, so from the roof of the house where Jesus was teaching, they 

let down the man with his bed in front of Jesus through the roof tiles. 

V20. When Jesus saw the faith of the paralyzed man and the men who carried him, he declared 

to the paralyzed man that his sins were forgiven. 

V21. Then the scribes (the teachers of the law) and the Pharisees began to question Jesus’ 

authority to forgive sins, calling him blasphemous because they did not believe Jesus is God and 

thus did not have the authority to forgive sins. 

V22. Jesus perceived the thoughts informing the words of the scribes and Pharisees, so he asked 

them why their hearts were questioning. 

V23. Jesus explained his question by querying them whether it is easier to say to the man that his 

sins are forgiven, or to speak to the paralyzed man a command to rise and walk. 

V24. Before they answered, Jesus proved the Son of Man’s earthly authority to forgive sins (by 

demonstrating his point in arguing from the more difficult to the easier) by speaking to the 

paralyzed man a command to rise, pick up his bed, and return home. 

V25. Immediately the paralyzed man stood up before the scribes, Pharisees, and the crowd, then 

picked up his bed and went home, all the while giving glory to God. 
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V26. All the witnesses of this miraculous healing were amazed, filled with awe, and glorified 

God as they spoke of the extraordinary things they had seen that day. 
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3 Exegetical Outline – Luke 5:12-26 (full) 

I. Jesus the teacher has power to heal the unclean (vv. 12-16). 

a. Jesus, the clean one, heals the unclean (vv. 12-14). 

i. V12. While Jesus was in one of the cities in the region of Galilee, a leprous 

man approached Jesus, bowed low before him, and begged him to be healed. 

ii. V13. With compassion, Jesus willingly touched the leper with his hand and 

healed him—the clean overcoming the unclean—and the leprosy immediately 

left the man. 

iii. V14. Jesus charged the man to keep the healing a secret, but to go to the priest 

to be examined for public cleanness and to make the cleansing offering 

commanded by Moses. 

b. Jesus, the teacher and healer, withdraws to pray amidst his growing fame (vv. 15-16). 

i. V15. But the news about Jesus spread even more, so that multitudes gathered 

to hear his teaching and to be healed of their illnesses. 

ii. V16. Nevertheless, Jesus would withdraw to deserted places to escape the 

crowds and to pray. 

II. Jesus, the teacher and healer, has authority to forgive sins (vv. 17-26). 

a. Jesus forgives sins in response to faith in him (vv. 17-20). 

i. V17. One day during this time, as Jesus was teaching and had the power of the 

Lord to heal, Pharisees and teachers of the law from Jerusalem and every 

village in Galilee to the north and Judea to the south, sat to hear Jesus. 

ii. V18. On that day some men brought a paralyzed man on a bed, seeking to lay 

him before Jesus so that Jesus might heal him. 

iii. V19. But because the crowd surrounding Jesus was too large, the men could 

not find a way to bring the paralyzed man to Jesus, so from the roof of the 

house where Jesus was teaching, they let down the man with his bed in front 

of Jesus through the roof tiles. 

iv. V20. When Jesus saw the faith of the paralyzed man and the men who carried 

him, he declared to the paralyzed man that his sins were forgiven. 

b. Jesus answers his opponents who accuse him of blasphemy for claiming the authority 

to forgive sins (vv. 21-25). 
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i. V21. Then the scribes (the teachers of the law) and the Pharisees began to 

question Jesus’ authority to forgive sins, calling him blasphemous because 

they did not believe Jesus is God and thus did not have the authority to forgive 

sins. 

ii. V22. Jesus perceived the thoughts informing the words of the scribes and 

Pharisees, so he asked them why their hearts were questioning. 

iii. V23. Jesus explained his question by querying them whether it is easier to say 

to the man that his sins are forgiven, or to speak to the paralyzed man a 

command to rise and walk. 

iv. V24. Before they answered, Jesus proved the Son of Man’s earthly authority 

to forgive sins (by demonstrating his point in arguing from the more difficult 

to the easier) by speaking to the paralyzed man a command to rise, pick up his 

bed, and return home. 

v. V25. Immediately the paralyzed man stood up before the scribes, Pharisees, 

and the crowd, then picked up his bed and went home, all the while giving 

glory to God. 

c. Summary: the ministry of Jesus the teacher, healer, and forgiver brings amazement to 

all and glory to God (v. 26). 

• V26. All the witnesses of this miraculous healing were amazed, filled with 

awe, and glorified God as they spoke of the extraordinary things they had seen 

that day. 
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4 Exegetical Outline – Luke 5:12-26 (abbreviated) 

Exegetical Proposition: Jesus the teacher proclaimed the gospel of the kingdom to the multitudes, 

demonstrating his power by touching an unclean man and a paralyzed man to heal them, and his 

authority by forgiving the paralyzed man’s sins. 

I. Jesus the teacher has power to heal the unclean (vv. 12-16). 

a. Jesus, the clean one, heals the unclean (vv. 12-14). 

b. Jesus, the teacher and healer, withdraws to pray amidst his growing fame (vv. 15-16). 

II. Jesus, the teacher and healer, has authority to forgive sins (vv. 17-26). 

a. Jesus forgives sins in response to faith in him (vv. 17-20). 

b. Jesus answers his opponents who accuse him of blasphemy for claiming the authority 

to forgive sins (vv. 21-25). 

c. Summary: the ministry of Jesus the teacher, healer, and forgiver brings amazement to 

all and glory to God (v. 26). 
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5 Theological Outline – Luke 5:12-26 

Theological Proposition: The gospel of Jesus Christ is backed by the authority and power of 

God—sickness, sin, and opposition are no match for the compassionate care of Jesus as he brings 

God’s kingdom from heaven to earth, restoring people to others and to God by forgiving sin and 

healing sickness. 

I. Jesus the teacher possesses the power and will to heal those who are unclean in the sight 

of others, restoring them to fellowship with God’s people (vv. 12-16). 

II. Jesus, the teacher and healer, possesses the authority and will to forgive the sins of those 

who are unrighteous in the sight of God, restoring them to right relationship with God 

(vv. 17-26). 
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6 Notes on Luke 5:12-26 

1. Jesus is proclaiming the kingdom of God as he goes from town to town in Galilee.  As he 

does so, he is challenging the status quo of the culture and the guardians of that culture (the 

Jewish religious leaders).  The kind of kingdom Jesus preaches is radically different from 

anything heard before.  Jesus’ story of the kingdom is too much for the religious leaders to 

stomach, and it is too good to be true for the masses.  Those who oppose Jesus do so 

strongly; those who welcome Jesus rejoice as if God has finally arrived to bring salvation.  

The view of God’s kingdom according to the religious leaders is that when it arrives, Israel 

will finally throw off its political and military oppressors and a golden age of righteousness 

will ensue.  In that golden age, the law keepers, the rich, and the prosperous will be 

vindicated in their righteousness, while the ignorant, the poor, the cultural and religious 

assimilators will be judged as sinners by God.  The proud will be exalted and the humble will 

be kept down.  But Jesus proclaims a kingdom that has no place for this view.  Hatred, 

separation, and vengeance have no place in Jesus’ kingdom.  God calls Israel “to love their 

neighbors, to be the channel of God’s blessing to the nations, to be a light to the world.”
1
  

When Jesus touches the leper making him clean, and healing/forgiving the paralytic, he 

brings the kingdom by loving his neighbor through the blessing of healing to glorify God 

before the world.  But the religious leaders only see Jesus defiling himself in touching a dirty 

sinner, blaspheming God by forgiving the paralytic his sins, and bringing darkness to the 

world through leading the people away from religious leader’s vision of what God’s kingdom 

ought to be.  Jesus proclaims and brings a kingdom where the last really are first, and the first 

really are last. 

Illustration: Flannery O’Conner’s story of the woman’s vision of the losers entering the 

kingdom of God first—before the “good respectable people.” 

2. Both of the miracles in this passage (the healing of the leper and the paralytic) illustrate the 

redemptive purpose of Jesus’ ministry.  In this way they serve to reinforce his teaching and 

demonstrate his power, authority, and compassion.  Jesus’ ministry to those whom the 

religious people ignore and despise is wildly popular with the masses.  His compassionate 

healings and challenges to religious insiders elicit responses from the crowds.  His care for 

the least of these prepares the reader for the calling of Levi the tax collector as a disciple (Lk 

5:27-32). 

3. Vv12-16.  Jesus is the source of holiness.  He is clean.  He cannot be defiled by touching 

anything (or anyone) that is unclean.  On the contrary, when the unclean is touched by Jesus, 

it becomes unclean.  This is amazing!  The Bible teaches that normally the exact opposite is 

true—when the unclean touches the clean, the clean thing is defiled by contact with the 

unclean thing and therefore it must be purified to become clean again.  The idea is that evil, 

unholiness, and uncleanness are contagious.  But Jesus is the antidote.  Healing power has 

come at last in the presence of God. 

                                                 

1
 Bartholomew & Goheen, The Drama of Scripture, 139. 



Luke 5:12-26 Brian M. Sandifer 

Heritage Presbyterian Church 10 12/2/2012 

4. Vv12-13.  By the first century there had developed a list of major signs the Messiah could be 

expected to perform to prove his identity.  Healing a leper was one of them.  So there is a 

messianic expectation in the Jews when a leper comes to Jesus as asks to be healed.  The 

Bible uses the term “leprosy” to designate a variety of skin conditions, not necessarily 

Hansen’s disease, some of them curable, some not.  “Leprosy” produces lesions or other 

swollen areas on the skin, and sometimes affects the body’s nervous system.  Describing an 

array of diseases, it includes Hansen’s disease, psoriasis, lupus, ringworm, and favus.  In its 

worse form, it was only treated through quarantine in the ancient world.  It was a dreaded and 

dreadful disease, causing disfigurement and eventually death.  This man was full of leprosy.  

He was very sick and an outcast from society (Lev 13:45-46).  His illness required that no 

one touch him—not that anyone would want to for fear of contamination.  Lepers had to cry 

out “Unclean!  Unclean!” whenever they came near other people.  As an outcast he was 

separated from family, friends, neighbors, synagogue, and all other meaningful social contact 

outside the confines of his leper colony. 

The psychological effects of the disease were severe as well.  People thought differently of 

lepers, and lepers felt their judgment.  The Bible itself sometimes presents leprosy as a 

symbol of sin in all its ugliness (cf. Miriam in Num 12; Gehazi in 2 Kgs 5:25-27; Uzziah in 2 

Chr 26:19; Isa 1:4-6).  Leprosy illustrates how sin spreads and defiles.  Many lepers were 

ashamed as if they did something to deserve the disease.  The modern day comparison could 

be AIDS or the Ebola virus.  There was a social stigma, a defilement, attached to people 

suffering from leprosy that withered the soul as well as the body.  So when Jesus reached out 

and touched him, it was probably the first time anyone had touched him since he had fallen 

ill.  Perhaps it had been years!  As Jesus touched the leprous man and healed him, his human 

touch symbolized the man’s restoration to relationship and fellowship.  The restored man 

must have been elated.  An captive set free!  An outcast brought near!  Notice how Jesus 

cleansing a leper who falls at his feet begging for healing is an apt illustration of how sinners 

ought to approach God with our sin.  We ought in repentance and faith to beg for forgiveness, 

and thereby we are assured by the example of Jesus that God will be moved with compassion 

to reach out to touch us and restore us in forgiveness. 

Application: Jesus is the one who brings reconciliation through forgiveness.  He is the bearer 

of this good news.  He is the one who accomplishes peace.  He creates a gospel community 

whose members are naturally are at odds with one another because of the great gulf between 

them that sin makes.  One of the signs of the “last days” is nation rising against nation, and 

kingdom against kingdom (Lk 21:10).  These divisions manifest themselves at more 

grassroots levels too.  Race against race.  Male against female.  Husband against wife.  

Employee against employer.  Religion against religion.  Rich against middle class against 

poor.  Old against the young.  Political party against political party.  The list goes on and on, 

even in the church.  Traditional music against contemporary music.  Deep teaching against 

practical teaching.  Outreach against discipleship.  Bible study against fellowship.  Worship 

against mercy.  Intact families against broken families.  Homeschool families against public 

school families.  Safe friendships against risky friendships.  All either demonizing the other 

or afraid of contact with the other.  Afraid of being contaminated, of becoming unclean.  This 

is why Jesus created the Church—to bridge the divide that naturally exists between sinners 

who are different from other sinners.  He is that bridge.  The power to heal the fear, the 

hatred, the distrust, and the apathy is Jesus, his gospel message, and his kingdom on earth. 
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5. V12.  Jesus is traveling to various cities in Galilee, proclaiming the good news of the 

kingdom of God.  This he said was his mission (Lk 4:43-44).  Jesus has the power to heal.  

He is all powerful.  But is he all good?  Those who are sick sense he is good, but they beg 

him to use his power to heal them.  Are the outcasts, the social pariahs, the invisible people 

outside the realm of God’s care?  Are they beyond the reach of God’s mercy?  Is Jesus, the 

source of all power, willing to use it to help those who are captives, blind, oppressed, poor?  

Yes, he is willing! 

When the leper approaches Jesus and falls at his feet, this is remarkable.  Lepers normally 

stood at a distance (cf. Lk 17:12).  Leprosy was a “dirty” disease.  To be healed of leprosy 

was to be cleansed.  Hence the leper requests that Jesus make him clean. 

6. V13. Note that when Jesus touched the man with leprosy, he should have become 

ceremonially unclean.  But Jesus is able to cleanse that which is unclean by his touch!  Jesus 

has the power to heal without touching the man.  But, moved with pity (cf. Mk 1:41), he 

willed to reach out and touch him.  It is said that when Francis of Assisi reflected on the way 

Jesus reached out and touched the leper, he was overwhelmed by a sense of holy pity that it 

changed the direction of his life.  This touch displays Jesus’ compassion and mission—to 

save by reaching out and entering the lives of the outcast.  Jesus left his throne in heaven to 

walk the dusty roads of Palestine so he might live among sinners and touch them with his 

compassionate, healing care.  His power to heal is immediate.  No sickness—not even 

leprosy—can resist him even for a moment.  This is a sign, a picture, of redemption.  Those 

who cry out to Jesus for cleansing receive it from him because he is able and willing.  Jesus 

is able to sympathize with our weaknesses (Heb 4:15).  This is what makes him such a 

beautiful savior of sinners.  Furthermore, the healing Jesus works is immediate.  There is no 

trace of leprosy in the man who one second earlier was full of leprosy.  Jesus is different than 

other “healers.”  His healings are visible, public, verifiable, confirmable through critical 

examination, and permanent (insofar as sickness and death still permeate the creation until 

we are in heaven). 

7. V14. At this point in Jesus’ public ministry, he is still working to keep the messianic secret.  

Jesus is the Son of God, the Christ, the Messiah, the Son of David, the new Man from 

heaven.  But his mission of proclaiming the good news to the poor in every town in Israel 

will be hampered if news about him spreads too quickly.  So he must discourage people of 

telling of his miraculous works.  Jesus discharged the formerly leprous man to visit the priest 

to receive approval to reenter Jewish society and religious life as a clean man.  This was 

required by the Law of Moses for “unclean” people to reestablish normal social contact (Lev 

14).  Note that while Jesus condemns human traditions that contradict the intent of the Law, 

he does not violate the Law of God. 

Who is the “them” for which the testimony of the priest and the offering is directed?  “Them” 

is probably society, which would include the authorities, since it would be difficult for a man 

known as a leper to reenter society.  He would be feared by most.  But with the priest’s 

inspection and offering for cleansing accepted, the former leper would more likely be 

accepted.  This acceptance would allow for the healed man’s testimony to the power of Jesus 

to heal in the name of God. 
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8. V15. Jesus’ encouragement to keep the messianic secret was disregarded.  The crowds (and 

the cured man; cf. Mk 1:45) eagerly spread the news of his healing power, so that great 

crowds followed him to be healed of their diseases.  (The spreading of the news explains why 

religious leaders were present in the next account of the healing of the paralytic.)  But the 

crowds were missing the point.  The sign of healing pointed to the greater reality of the 

kingdom of God’s arrival in their midst.  All things were beginning to be made new.  

Forgiveness of sins was soon to be accomplished on the cross, but they merely wanted respite 

from their illnesses.  Much of their religious enthusiasm was unhealthy. 

9. V16. The great crowds wearied Jesus.  Although he had compassion for them, and healed 

them all, he needed to withdraw to desolate, lonely places to pray.  He needed spiritual 

strength from the Father to wage the spiritual war from the spearpoint.  This is not a passing 

detail.  Luke emphasizes that Jesus was a great man of prayer throughout his gospel account 

(Lk 3:21; 6:12; 9:18, 28-29; 11:1; 23:46).  Jesus’ example teaches us how important it is to 

commune with God in prayer, especially when life becomes busy and there are needy people 

pining for your attention.  If Jesus, the Son of God, needed to withdraw, slow down, and pray 

to the Heavenly Father, how much more do we need to pray!  It is a great error to think, “I’m 

too busy to pray.”  Jesus and the spiritual giants throughout history understood this.  When 

you are overwhelmed with problems, people with problems, or busyness, you need to slow 

down, withdraw, and pray.  Don’t allow anything (except works of necessity and mercy) to 

stand in the way of your regularly scheduled prayer.  Otherwise your sinful nature will rule 

you through overwork, worry, stress, and transform your good intentions into bitterness, 

anger, frustration, exhaustion, depression, and alienation. 

10. V17.  Mark tells us this healing occurred in Capernaum (Mk 2:1).  Jesus is no longer known 

only in Galilee.  He is now attracting attention from as far away as the capital city of 

Jerusalem.  This time the religious leaders are with Jesus, sitting near him, probably to hear 

him teach and to see for themselves what the big news was all about.  They have come to 

check him out.  They saw a teacher who had the power of the Lord to heal.  The Pharisees 

(who first appear here in Luke’s gospel) were one of four prominent sects in Judaism in the 

first century.  They were not numerous; Josephus estimated they numbered 6000 (Antiquities 

17:42); but they were highly influential in Jewish religious matters.  We tend to think of them 

as pure evil because they were as a group they were mostly opponents of Jesus.  Who were 

they and what did they believe?  Pharisees were a non-professional, non-priestly group of 

separatists that formed an idealistic movement to better understand and magnify God’s law, 

and to apply it to everyday life.  As a group, they tried to stay totally faithful to the Mosaic 

Law.  In other words, they were rule makers and keepers, which made them tend toward the 

sin of legalism.  They developed many traditions and oral rulings to apply law-keeping in 

their day.  These extrabiblical traditions and rules served to “fence” the law by preventing 

someone from even approaching the point of breaking the Mosaic Law.  The “teachers of the 

law” (i.e., the scribes), who were mostly linked to the Pharisees (and occasionally to the 

Sadducees), were the professional legal scholars—the people who knew the written and oral 

law best, and thus were in the privileged position of making judgments on the Pharisaic 

traditions and rules. 

On the other side of the scene, Jesus is present with the power of the Lord to heal.  This 

power he uses to heal both body and soul.  When the Jewish religious leaders and Jesus find 
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themselves in the same boxing ring, a theological boxing match often erupts.  A battle is 

brewing. 

11. Vv18-20. Jesus brings us to the heart of the matter.  This is not just another account of 

healing.  God knows that we need to be right in ourselves and right with our neighbor.  But 

that is not the crux of our problem.  The crux is displayed at the cross.  Jesus died that we 

might be reconciled to God through the forgiveness of our sins.  The paralyzed man came to 

Jesus to be healed in body, but Jesus perceived his faith and granted him the primary healing 

the man needed—spiritual healing through forgiveness of his sins.  All of us accumulate an 

enormous amount of guilt before God because of our continual practice of sin.  Our thoughts, 

words, and deeds are corrupted by our sinful nature so that they cannot be acceptable to God.  

Only when we are forgiven can we be healed of this terminal disease.  Only when Jesus 

forgives us by taking upon himself the penalty we deserve for our own sins can we have 

spiritual life.  Only through forgiveness can we be restored in right relationship to God.  God 

can only be a God of love to sinners if they are forgiven in Christ.  And it is only through the 

cross of Christ, as the justice of God kisses the love of God, that we may be healed.  This is 

the center of the gospel that Jesus proclaimed to all—healing and wholeness are rooted in the 

forgiveness of sins, through Jesus Christ slain for sinners. 

12. V18.  The “bed” was probably something like a stretcher.  The crowd must have been very 

dense for the men to not be able to approach Jesus carrying their paralyzed friend on his bed.  

In a parallel account, Mark adds that there were four men who carried the paralyzed man 

(Mk 2:3).  Whereas leprosy pictured the spreading corruption and defilement of sin, palsy 

pictured the paralysis that sin produces in a life. 

13. V19.  The typical house in first century Palestine had a flat roof for lounging accessible from 

a stair or ladder.  Sometimes, like in this instance, roof access was from the outside of the 

house.  So the men carried their paralyzed friend to the roof, cut through the tiles, made a 

large opening over where Jesus was teaching, and lowered the man on his bed to the floor 

before Jesus.  This probably took some time, and the crowds around Jesus were likely 

marveling and talking about this disruption of the teacher.  Because of the disturbance they 

were causing, it must have been embarrassing for the men.  They knew they were being 

persistent and disruptive, but in their minds, “Jesus must heal our friend!”  So they pressed 

on in faith. 

Application: Note their energy, commitment, and persistence to help their friend.  How often 

does our laziness, selfishness, or indifference handicap our efforts to help others?  We are 

often willing to offer help if it won’t cost us too much.  We weigh the time commitment, the 

sacrifice, the exertion, the preferred outcome, the kind of attention we’ll receive, and even 

the reward we’ll get for offering help.  Compare this to the paralytic and his friends who 

went to great lengths.  In faith, they pushed, climbed, and dug through any obstacle, working 

as a team to get to their friend to Jesus (cf. 2 Cor 8:9). 

14. V20. And Jesus saw their faith and rewarded them.  What kind of faith did Jesus see?  Their 

faith was not expressed in words, so there is not an intellectual confession that this text 

highlights.  The faith in mind is a desire to get close to Jesus.  Their faith was a mute appeal 

to Jesus through their action.  And it must have been an exceptional faith; otherwise they 
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would not have troubled themselves when they could not approach Jesus through the crowds 

on ground-level.  But Jesus’ reward for their faith was not what they expected.  It was 

shocking!  Instead of healing the paralyzed man, when he perceived the faith of the men, he 

forgave the man’s sins.  Who can do such a thing!  A great man from God, a prophet can heal.  

But who can forgive sins?  Note that some have interpreted Jesus’ words to mean he blamed 

the man’s paralysis on an unnamed personal sin.  This is unwarranted because of what 

follows.  Jesus used this opportunity to publically demonstrate through a healing miracle that 

he has the power and authority to both heal and forgive sins.  Jesus has the kind of power that 

only God possesses! 

15. V21. Jesus’ words set off a chain reaction.  It is as if he dropped a bomb in the room.  The 

Pharisees and the scribes (i.e., teachers of the law in v. 17) understood the theological 

implications of Jesus forgiving sins.  They began to question in their hearts, and perhaps 

vocally in whispers, Jesus’ authority to forgive sins.  They concluded that Jesus was speaking 

blasphemies because they knew that only God has authority to forgive sins, and they thought 

Jesus was not God.  What sane person would have thought he was?  There is no extant 

Jewish text (OT or non-canonical) that shows a person forgiving sin.  In Jewish thought, for a 

person to forgive sins was unthinkable.  Forgiving sins is God’s job alone!  What has 

happened is a hardness of heart in the religious leaders.  They seem to have come to Jesus 

with a skeptical attitude—a critical spirit instead of a teachable spirit.  If they had truly been 

students of the Bible, then several passages would have prepared them for what Jesus was 

claiming (cf. Isa 35:5-6; 42:8-9; 61:1-2).  But when Jesus does one thing that contradicts 

their spiritual worldview, they make up their minds against him.  That is what a hard heart 

will do to you.  It will make you rush to judgment about what God is doing. 

16. V22.  This is not the first time in the book of Luke when Jesus has supernaturally perceived 

the thoughts of others (cf. Lk 4:23), and it won’t be the last (cf. Lk 6:8; 7:40; 9:47).  Jesus 

usually follows such perception with a verbal rebuke.  Here he rebuked the Pharisees and the 

scribes for their religious skepticism (lack of faith).  Jesus asked them, “Why do you question 

in your hearts?” as if they should have known better.  The religious non-professionals on the 

roof had the faith to see Jesus had the authority and power of God.  Why could the learned 

men not see it?  Jesus is chiding them for their lack of faith and lack of understanding. 

17. V23.  Jesus’ question to the religious leaders turns out to be a thought experiment that ends in 

a dilemma.  Which is easier to say?  In one sense, it is easier to say “your sins are forgiven” 

because it cannot be verified.  But only God has the authority to do that, so in another sense it 

is more difficult.  So which is it?  The idea is that anyone can say, “Your sins are forgiven” 

because it cannot be empirically verified.  Thus it is easier to say sins are forgiven that to 

work a public miracle.  So Jesus will demonstrate that he has the power (authority) on earth 

to forgive sins by doing that which is harder to do—heal on earth.  Jesus is arguing from the 

greater to the lesser.  In other words, “I can heal this man and make him walk—which is 

more difficult to say; so of course I have the authority to forgive his sins!”  In effect Jesus 

linked the issues of power and authority together. 

18. V24.  Jesus makes his point with rhetorical flourish.  He finishes his point not with words, 

but with miraculous action.  His hearers would have completed his sentence by spreading the 

news of this healing and declaration of the authority to forgive sins.  This is a clear example 
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of Jesus claiming divinity for himself.  Now the thought experiment must drive the skeptics 

to the logical conclusion that Jesus is God. 

Jesus refers to himself (for the first time in Luke’s gospel) as the Son of Man.  “Son of Man” 

was Jesus’ favorite title he used to describe himself, using it more than 82 times in the 

Gospels.  The Jews would certainly have caught the messianic meaning of this title (Dan 

7:13, 18), but it also identified Jesus with the people he came to save.  The title “Son of Man” 

humanized him and his mission of proclaiming the kingdom of God.  Now Jesus teaches the 

people what kind of man is the “Son of Man.”  This “Son of Man” has the authority and 

power to forgive sins.  He has proved it because God would not enable a blasphemer to wield 

the power to heal in the name of the Lord.  The healing proves Jesus’ authority to forgive 

sins.  “Darrell Bock summarizes, “God is dishonored when someone claims to do something 

in his name they cannot do, but what if God vindicates their claim?”
2
 

19. V25.  The man responds to Jesus’ work by glorifying God.  This also is a key theme in Luke 

(cf. Lk 2:20; 4:15; 5:26; 7:16; 13:13; 17:15; 18:43; 23:47).  The message of Jesus is that the 

salvation he proclaims and brings is a liberating gospel.  The leper and the paralytic are 

liberated from bondage to walk again in wholeness.  The gospel of Jesus is about 

restoration—to God and to men. 

20. V26. Although Jesus wanted to keep a low profile about his healing ministry throughout the 

towns of Galilee and Judea, he did not stop amazing the crowds.  Why?  Because Jesus is in 

the business of bringing glory to God, and that is what his healing and teaching ministry 

caused the crowds to do—glorify God.  Amazement seized them all.  They were filled with 

awe.  They were awestruck at the signs and wonders Jesus performed.  They recognized how 

extraordinary Jesus was, and how his works were worthy of praise.  Simply amazing!  It is as 

if the people glorified God in the presence of God.  Note that the “all” who were amazed 

probably does not include the antagonists in this passage.  “All” is a general term in this case.  

We know that the miracles and teaching of Jesus had a hardening effect on the religious 

leaders of his day.  Luke documents how this phenomenon developed (Lk 5:30; 6:7, 11; 

11:15, 53; 13:17; 15:1-2; 19:47; etc).  Nevertheless, the word “all” is appropriate because the 

overwhelming majority of the witnesses responded in amazement and praise to God for the 

things they had seen.  Jesus had clearly triumphed over his enemies.  He had decisively won 

this round of the boxing match with his opponents. 

 

                                                 

2
 Darrell Bock, Luke, NIVAC, 162. 
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