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Luke 6:12-19 “Jesus and the New Israel” December 30, 2012 

OT Lesson: Ezekiel 37:15-28  Brian M. Sandifer 

Jesus founded his Church on prayer, discipleship, and a holistic gospel ministry rooted in him—these are 

the foundation of spiritual blessing for individuals, communities, and the world; therefore we will only 

find blessing for ourselves and others as we pray, become disciples, and minister as this “New Israel.” 

Introduction – [Story of wanting to be great.] To what do you look for happiness?  What would make 

you feel blessed? 

I. The Power of Jesus 

A. Fueled by prayer (v. 12) 

According to the gospels, Jesus always spent the night in prayer with God before an important 

decision or event in his life (cf. Lk 22:39-46).  In this passage, Jesus knew he would be choosing the 

12 men from his band of followers (disciples) to be specially commissioned as his apostles.  This was 

a vitally important decision because the apostles would carry Jesus’ mission forward after he 

ascended to heaven.  Luke records Jesus praying at every major point in his life: baptism (3:21), 

choosing the apostles (6:12), Peter’s confession of faith (9:18-20), the transfiguration (9:28-29), 

teaching the Lord’s Prayer (11:1-4), before Peter’s de-confession (22:32, 40, 46).  What is the lesson 

for us?  As Jesus prayed, his disciples also ought to live a life of prayer. 

B. Used for ministry (vv. 17-19) 

1. These summary-statement verses set the scene for Jesus’ Sermon on the Plain.  They 

demonstrate Jesus’ power and compassion to people as he was preparing to teach them that 

“ministry” is essentially Christian discipleship.  His ministry modeled for disciples that their job 

was to share the love, power, and compassion of Jesus to the whole world.  Care for the needy 

and preaching the gospel were the two great acts that dominated Jesus’ time.  Both were 

important to him, and he neglected neither. 

2. The whole multitude—“all the crowd”—sought Jesus in order to touch him because the Holy 

Spirit power came out of him that healed them all.  The only thing people needed was to reach out 

and touch him.  Jesus didn’t even need to act for people to be healed!  Merely allowing himself to 

be touched was enough.  But notice that Jesus is not passively compassionate.  His care for the 

needy is tailored to the individual’s specific need. 

II. Attracted the People of Jesus 

A. Disciples (vv. 13, 17-19) 

Disciples are chosen to be learners, even followers, in the school of Christ.  More than pupil-teacher 

is implied in the disciple-master relationship.  A close personal fellowship is necessary.  The band of 

disciples comprised those who regularly followed Jesus wherever he went, and were committed to his 

teaching.  Moreover, a disciple is committed to becoming like his teacher (Lk 6:40).   

B. Apostles (vv. 13-16) 

1. Apostles are literally “sent ones”— ambassadors sent with the authority of the sender (Lk 

9:1-2; Acts 1:1-8; cf. 2 Cor 5:19-20).  Jesus chose from his disciples 12 men to have this special 

role in the New Israel (notice the allusion to the 12 tribes of Israel; cf. Lk 22:28-30).  The Jews of 

Jesus’ day comprised an incomplete subset of the original 12 tribes of Israel.  Only the tribes of 

Judah, Benjamin, and half of Levi remained.  Thus the restoration of all 12 tribes of Israel would 
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only occur in the messianic age (Ezek 37:15-28).  When Jesus named 12 men as apostles, this 

symbolic action “restored” Israel, making God’s people whole again.  The New Israel is a 

continuation, in a new form, of the kingdom of God that spans the ages from creation to the new 

creation (cf. Mt 21:43; 1 Pet 2:9; Rev 21:12, 14). 

2. Lists of the 12 disciples/apostles are also found in Mt 10:2-4; Mk 3:16-19; Acts 1:13.  Peter is 

always listed first, and Judas Iscariot is always last.  They are usually called “the disciples” or 

“the Twelve” in the gospels, and “the apostles” in Acts.  At the time Jesus appointed them 

apostles they were just ordinary men.  What is the lesson?  God calls ordinary people—the 

nobodies of this world—to build his Church (1 Cor 1:26-29).  Why?  So that God alone receives 

the glory for the work of his Church. 

3. While ordinary in themselves, Jesus made them into something great!  The Lord’s apostles 

were directly or indirectly responsible for most (if not all) of the NT books.  (Only the authorship 

of Hebrews remains uncertain, but the early Church recognized it as authoritative, apostolic, and 

God-inspired.) 

4. But the greatness of the apostles is not the point.  It is Jesus’ greatness that is magnified.  He 

took 12 ordinary men, with all their sin, faults, and quirks, who were very different (even 

opposite!) ideologically, temperamentally, and educationally and made them into one unified 

family.  Jesus is glorified in his power to draw men, in his wisdom in choosing men, and in his 

love in pouring his life into these men. 

III. To Live for Jesus 

A. The Life of Discipleship (vv. 18-19) 

The people came to Jesus for three reasons: to hear him teach, to be healed of their diseases, and for 

exorcism of demons.  Compared to the abbreviated parallel account in Mark, Luke emphasized that 

the crowd had come to hear Jesus teach (Mark 3:8 says the crowd came to hear about what Jesus did).  

This orients us to prepare our hearts to hear Jesus’ teaching on discipleship.  The Sermon on the Plain 

is an important message for disciples.  Listen up and heed the Master!  This encourages disciples to 

major on Jesus’ teaching and minor on healing (Mt 6:33). 

B. The Life of Blessing (Lk 6:20-49) 

The Sermon on the Plain is a lesson on discipleship in the school of Jesus.  Jesus will teach in the 

Beatitudes that following him is a life of blessing, but following the way of the world is a cursed life.  

But these blessings and curses do not work out in this life the way you would expect.  To live a life of 

blessing, a disciple must love sacrificially—even loving your enemy!  The cost of discipleship is 

steep.  A life of blessing rests on the foundation of discipleship lived at Jesus’ feet and alongside 

other disciples. 

Conclusion – Jesus came to seek and save the lost.  Some of the first people Jesus sought became 

disciples and shortly thereafter apostles.  Within this larger story Jesus is calling, miraculously healing, 

and forgiving sin.  Luke is showing us that Jesus is the Christ: Savior, Lord, and God.  Who else has the 

power to heal, forgive sin, or demand discipleship?  Do you want to escape the selfishness trap, of 

seeking happiness at the expense of others?  Then follow Jesus.  Discipleship in the school of Christ is the 

way out of selfishness and into a life of blessing.  Unless you believe in him, trust in him, pray to him, 

listen to him, obey him, serve him, respond to his call on your life to be a disciple, then you will always 

choose personal happiness over being a part of something bigger than you.  And ironically, you will end 

up unhappy.  Only disciples, relying the power of the Holy Spirit to follow Jesus, will find personal 

blessing and also find their part in the biggest thing of all—the people of God in the kingdom of God—

the New Israel. 
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1 Original Language, Personal English Translation, and Textual Notes 

Verse Greek Literal Translation Textual Notes 

Luke 6:12 VE ge,ne t o  d e. e vn t a i/j  h̀m e ,ra i j  t a u,t a i j  evxe l qe i/n 
a uvt o.n e i vj  t o. o ;ro j  p ro seu,xa sqa i ( ka i. h=n 

d i a nukte re u,wn e vn t h/| p ro se uch/| t o u/ qe o u/Å 

And it was in these days he went out to the 
mountain to pray, and he was spending the 
whole night in prayer to God. 

 

Luke 6:13 ka i. o [t e  evge ,ne t o  h̀m e,ra ( pro se f w,nhse n t o u.j  
m a qht a.j  a uvt o u/( ka i. e vkl e xa ,m e no j  avp V a uvt w/n 
d w,d e ka ( o u]j  ka i. a vp o sto ,lo uj  wvno ,m a se n\ 

And when it was day, he called his disciples 
and chose from them twelve, whom he also 
named apostles: 

 

Luke 6:14 S i,m wna  o ]n ka i. wvno ,m a se n P e ,t ro n( kai . 
VAnd re ,a n t o.n a vd e l f o.n a uvt o u/( ka i. VIa ,kwb o n 
ka i. VIwa ,nnh n ka i . F i,l i ppo n ka i. Ba rqo l o m ai /o n 

Simon, whom he also named Peter, and 
Andrew his brother, and James and John, 
and Philip and Bartholomew; 

 

Luke 6:15 ka i. M a qqa i /o n ka i. Qwm a /n ka i . VIa ,kwb o n 
~Al f a i,o u ka i. S i,m wna  t o.n ka l o u,m e no n 
z hl wt h.n 

and Matthew, and Thomas, and James 
Alphaeus, and Simon who was called the 
Zealot, 

Alphaeus is the last name of James 
because it is his father’s first name.  
Hence the common translation 
“James the son of Alphaeus.” 

Luke 6:16 ka i. VIo u,d a n VIa kw,b o u ka i . VIo u,d a n VIska ri w,q( 
o ]j  evge ,ne t o  p rod o,t hj Å 

and Judas James, and Judas Iscariot, who 
became a betrayer. 

James is the last name of Judas 
because it is his father’s first name.  
Hence the common translation 
“Judas the son of James.” 
Was Judas Iscariot “the son of 
Iscariot”? 

Luke 6:17 K a i. ka t a ba.j  m e t V a uvt w/n e ;st h evp i. t o ,p o u 
p e di no u/( ka i. o ;cl o j  p ol u.j m a qht w/n a uvt o u/( ka i. 
p l h/qo j  p o l u. t o u/ l a o u/ a vp o. p a ,shj  t h/j  
VIo ud a i,a j  ka i. VIe ro usa l h.m  ka i. t h/j  p a ra li,o u 
T u,ro u ka i. S i d w/no j ( 

And coming down with them he stood on a 
level place, and with a great crowd of his 
disciples, and with a great multitude of 
people from all Judea and Jerusalem and the 
seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, 

 

Luke 6:18 o i] h=l qo n a vko u/sa i  a uvt o u/ ka i. i va qh/na i  avp o. t w/n 
no ,swn a uvt w/n\ ka i . o i  ̀evn o cl o u,m e no i  avp o . 
p ne um a,t wn avka qa ,rt wn e vqe ra pe u,o nt o ( 

who came to hear him and to be healed from 
their diseases.  And those who were troubled 
by unclean spirits were being healed. 

 

Luke 6:19 ka i. p a /j  ò o ;cl o j  evz h,t o un a [p te sqa i  a uvt o u/( o [t i  
d u,na m i j  p a rV a uvt o u/ e vxh,rce t o  kai . iva /t o  pa,nt a j Å 

And all the crowd sought to touch him, 
because power came out from him and 
healed them all. 
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2 Exegetical Outline – Luke 6:12-19 (verse summary) 

V12. In the days when Jesus was preaching the kingdom of God in the towns of Galilee, he went 

to the mountain to pray to God all night long. 

V13. The next day when it became light, he called his disciples who were following him to 

himself and appointed twelve of them to be his apostles. 

V14. Six of those who were named apostles were Simon (whom he called Peter), Andrew 

(Simon Peter’s brother), James and John, and Philip and Bartholomew. 

V15. Four of those who were named apostles were Matthew, Thomas, James (son of Alphaeus), 

and Simon the Zealot. 

V16. Two of those who were named apostles were Judas (son of James) and Judas Iscariot (who 

would eventually betray Jesus). 

V17. Jesus came down from the mountain with his disciples and newly appointed apostles to a 

level place where a great crowd of disciples (and an even larger crowd of people from the region 

of Judea, Jerusalem, and the coastal region of Tyre and Sidon) were waiting for him. 

V18. The great crowd came to hear Jesus and to be healed of their sicknesses, and those who 

were afflicted by demons were healed. 

V19. Everyone in the crowd tried to touch Jesus because power came out of him and heal them 

all. 
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3 Exegetical Outline – Luke 6:12-19 (full) 

I. Jesus prepares to choose his apostles by praying all night on a mountain (v. 12). 

• V12. In the days when Jesus was preaching the kingdom of God in the towns of 

Galilee, he went to the mountain to pray to God all night long. 

II. Jesus chooses twelve apostles from among his disciples (vv. 13-16). 

a. V13. The next day when it became light, he called his disciples who were following 

him to himself and appointed twelve of them to be his apostles. 

b. V14. Six of those who were named apostles were Simon (whom he called Peter), 

Andrew (Simon Peter’s brother), James and John, and Philip and Bartholomew. 

c. V15. Four of those who were named apostles were Matthew, Thomas, James (son of 

Alphaeus), and Simon the Zealot. 

d. V16. Two of those who were named apostles were Judas (son of James) and Judas 

Iscariot (who would eventually betray Jesus). 

III. Jesus comes down from the mountain, meets a great multitude waiting for him on a level 

place, and ministers by teaching them and healing all who touch him (vv. 17-19). 

a. V17. Jesus came down from the mountain with his disciples and newly appointed 

apostles to a level place where a great crowd of disciples (and an even larger crowd of 

people from the region of Judea, Jerusalem, and the coastal region of Tyre and Sidon) 

were waiting for him. 

b. V18. The great crowd came to hear Jesus and to be healed of their sicknesses, and 

those who were afflicted by demons were healed. 

c. V19. Everyone in the crowd tried to touch Jesus because power came out of him and 

heal them all. 
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4 Exegetical Outline – Luke 6:12-19 (abbreviated) 

Exegetical Proposition: Jesus withdrew from the crowds by ascending a mountain to pray all 

night before choosing from his disciples twelve men to be apostles, and then returned to teach 

and heal the crowds who were waiting for him. 

I. Jesus prepares to choose his apostles by praying all night on a mountain (v. 12). 

II. Jesus chooses twelve apostles from among his disciples (vv. 13-16). 

III. Jesus comes down from the mountain, meets a great multitude waiting for him on a level 

place, and ministers by teaching them and healing all who touch him (vv. 17-19). 
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5 Theological Outline – Luke 6:12-19 

Theological Proposition: Jesus prepared for gospel ministry, first by spending much time with 

God in prayer, and second by appointing ministry leaders whom he would train through his 

example to preach the gospel of the kingdom and to heal the sick. 

I. Before making choices that were vitally important to the future of his life and ministry, 

Jesus withdrew from people to seek solitude and pray to God (v. 12). 

II. After spending time in pray with God, Jesus chose his primary ministry leaders from the 

larger group of his disciples (vv. 13-16). 

III. After appointing his ministry leadership team, Jesus returned to public ministry by 

preaching and healing a great multitude (vv. 17-19). 
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6 Notes on Luke 6:12-19 

1. Matthew Henry notes this passage describes the activity of Jesus in secret, in his (spiritual) 

family, and in public.  In secret Jesus prayed.  In his family he chose the apostles from the 

larger group of disciples.  In public Jesus healed and preached. 

2. Jesus is the Apostle of God, the “sent one” who chooses twelve men to be his official 

emissaries of the kingdom of God.  They are his apostles.  What does it mean to be a 

disciple?  An apostle?  There are a few hints in the text.  This passage invites us to ask the 

question “What is a disciple of Jesus?” because the Sermon on the Plain is next in the 

narrative.  This is a good place to consider the highlights of what Jesus will teach his 

disciples, the apostles, and the crowds who press upon him to be healed. 

3. The appointment of the apostles and Jesus’ Sermon on the Plain contrast the way of 

discipleship with the way of opposition modeled by the Pharisees quarreling with Jesus about 

keeping the Sabbath.  The larger context (Lk 5:1-6:16) informs the commissioning of the 

apostles.  Jesus came to seek and save the lost.  Some of the first people Jesus sought became 

disciples and shortly thereafter apostles.  Within this larger narrative Jesus is calling, 

miraculously healing, and forgiving sin.  Luke is showing that Jesus is the Christ: Savior, 

Lord, and God.  Who else has the power to heal, forgive sin, or demand discipleship?  The 

memorable words of Jesus in this section are simple yet profound.  “From now on you will 

be catching men” (Lk 5:10).  “Be clean” (Lk 5:13).  “Your sins are forgiven” (Lk 5:20).  

“Follow me” (Lk 5:27).  “I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance” (Lk 

5:32).  “The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath” (Lk 6:5). 

4. At first glance there does not seem to be much happening in this passage.  But look closer to 

see what Jesus accomplished after his all-night prayer vigil. 

a. By called his disciples to himself and choosing from their number apostles, he 

1. organized and instituted the NT church for the good of mankind and for the 

manifestation of the glory of God. 

2. laid the foundation for the world-wide missionary movement, a movement 

that has waxed and waned throughout church history but has never died. 

b. By healing the crowds and casting out demons, he set an enduring example for the 

church of showing sympathy and compassion, and providing for the needs of the sick 

and needy. 

c. By preparing to teach his disciples and apostles, he preached a beautiful and 

unforgettable sermon that has blessed countless people for centuries and continues to 

be one of the most quoted and beloved pieces of literature in history. 

5. Vv12-16.  Note that the choosing of the apostles and the teaching/healing summary appear in 

reverse order in Mark.  Some commentators have concluded that Luke is more interested in 
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logical than chronological order.  Jesus choosing the Twelve as apostles sets the scene for the 

Sermon on the Plain.  The sermon is for the disciples and newly appointed apostles, but Jesus 

preached in the hearing of the crowd that was waiting for him on the plain/plateau.  The 

gospel is for disciples and unbelievers, but discipleship is the gospel applied for believers.  

One cannot be a disciple without being a believer, trusting in Jesus for salvation. 

Application: There are many today who want to grant that Jesus is a good teacher and his 

ethics are worthy to adopt as one’s lifestyle to live a happy honorable life.  But Jesus will 

have none of this.  Discipleship is costly.  The first payment Jesus requires is your life!  One 

must submit to him as Lord before one can rightfully accept his teaching.  A disciple must 

deny himself by taking up his cross daily to follow Jesus (Lk 9:23).  Applying the ethics of 

Jesus without following him as Lord will only transform you into a Pharisee, a morally-

upright person on the outside with a corrupt, judgmental, and self-righteous heart on the 

inside. 

6. V12. According to the gospels, Jesus always spent the night in prayer with God before an 

important decision or event in his life (cf. Lk 22:39-46).  Note the church follows this pattern 

as recorded in Acts.  In this case of Luke 6:12, Jesus knew he would be choosing the 12 men 

from his band of disciples to be specially commissioned as his apostles (meaning “sent-ones 

on a special commission”).  This is an important decision because the apostles would carry 

Jesus’ mission forward after he ascended to heaven.  Luke is the only gospel writer who 

records Jesus praying all night before choosing his apostles.  The omission of this detail from 

Matthew and Mark emphasizes the key theme of prayer in Luke’s gospel.  Luke records Jesus 

praying at every major point in his life: baptism (Lk 3:21), choosing the apostles (Lk 6:12), 

Peter’s confession of faith (Lk 9:18-20), the transfiguration (Lk 9:28-29), teaching the Lord’s 

Prayer (Lk 11:1-4), before Peter’s de-confession (Lk 22:32, 40, 46).  What is the lesson about 

prayer?  Disciples ought to live a life of prayer.  More specifically, prayer should always 

precede the decision of choosing church leaders. 

Application: Surely there is a derivative application for us regarding prayer before important 

decisions or events.  Even the all-wise Jesus knew he was so dependent on his heavenly 

Father that he had to pray for wisdom, discernment, and direction.  Think back on the major 

decisions and events of your life.  With which acquaintances would you pursue friendship? 

Where would you go to college?  Which major would you choose?  Which job would you 

take?  Whom would you choose to marry?  Which church family would you join with and 

serve within?  Into which home will you move?  For every important choice that set you on a 

particular path and limited your future choices, did you seek the wisdom of God through 

prayer?  How earnestly did you pray?  How often?  How long?  This is not meant to be an 

exercise in guilt, but in diagnosis to identify whether your trust is in the Lord or your own 

ability to make good decisions.  Do you have a history of being self-consciously dependent 

on the Lord, or of being independent when it comes to important personal matters, matters 

that have a lasting effect on your life?  Remember, your life is not your own.  You were 

bought with a price.  You belong to another.  You belong to God.  So glorify God with your 

life by seeking his wisdom, his presence, his direction, his counsel, his plan for you. 

7. V13. The band of disciples comprised those who regularly followed Jesus wherever he went 

and were committed to his teachings.  Perhaps there were already at least 72 men in this band 
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of disciples, since later Jesus sent out 72 men two-by-two to evangelize the towns (Lk 10:1, 

17).  Jesus chose from these disciples 12 men to have a special role in the New Israel—the 

restored people of God (notice the allusion to the 12 tribes of Israel; cf. Lk 22:30).  Note that 

the Jews of Jesus’ day only comprised an incomplete subset of the 12 tribes of Israel.  Only 

Judah, Benjamin, and half of Levi remained; the restoration of the 12 tribes of Israel would 

only occur in the messianic age.  Thus when Jesus named 12 men as apostles, he is 

“restoring” Israel, making Israel whole again.  He is building the eschatological Israel of the 

messianic age!  The new Israel is a continuation, in a new form, of the kingdom of God that 

spans the ages from creation to the new creation (cf. Mt 21:43; 1 Pet 2:9).  Apostles were 

delegates or ambassadors sent with the authority of the sender (Lk 9:1-6; Acts 1:1-8; cf. 2 

Cor 5:19-20).  Disciples are chosen to be learners, even followers, in the school of Christ.  

More than pupil-teacher is implied in the disciple-master relationship.  A close personal 

fellowship is necessary.  Jesus had disciples of varying degrees of close personal fellowship.  

Jesus appointed the apostles as messengers in the service of Christ.  Their appointed 

leadership position is strengthened for the other disciples since Jesus spent all night in prayer 

before choosing the apostles.  During his pre- and post-resurrection earthly ministry, Luke 

highlights that Jesus sends out the apostles to preach the gospel (cf. Lk 9:2, 10; 10:1, 3; 

22:35; 24:47).  J.C. Ryle notes that this passage is the record of Jesus ordaining the 12 to the 

apostolic ministry. 

Apostleship is not a modern-day office.  Men or women who claim charismatic gifts cannot 

be apostles because possession of supernatural gifts is not what makes an apostle.  An apostle 

is one who has authority derived from the one who commissions and sends him.  Apostleship 

is an office that is divinely instituted with authority to discard the duties required.  No one 

take the office upon himself.  Rather he is called to the office, clothed with its authority, and 

charged with its duties. 

8. Vv14-16.  Lists of the disciples/apostles are also found in Mt 10:2-4; Mk 3:16-19; Acts 1:13.  

The order always varies within the framework of Peter always listed first, and Judas Iscariot 

always listed last.  But there is an order to the variety.  The lists always contain 3 groups of 4, 

and each list uses the same name to introduce each group.  Peter heads group 1, Philip group 

2, and James the son of Alphaeus heads group 3.  Furthermore, Peter, Andrew, James, and 

John always comprise the first group.  The second group always contains Philip, 

Bartholomew, Thomas, and Matthew.  The last group always ends with Judas Iscariot (except 

in Acts where he is omitted because the Twelve are now the Eleven due to Judas’s suicide).  

They are usually called “the disciples” or “the Twelve” in the gospels, and “the apostles” in 

Acts.  These men were the inner circle of Jesus.  They were the men who built the New 

Testament Church—with Jesus as the chief cornerstone.  Note that these men were ordinary.  

They were not religious scholars or men particularly known for their holiness.  God calls 

ordinary people—the nobodies of this world—to build his Church (1 Cor 1:26-29).  Why?  

So that God alone receives the glory for the work of his Church.  Ryle says, “Not one of 

them, so far as we can see from the New Testament, was great, or rich, or noble, or highly 

connected. Not one was a Pharisee, or Scribe, or Priest, or Ruler, or Elder among the 

people…There is something deeply instructive in the fact which is now before us. It shows us 

that our Lord Jesus Christ’s kingdom was entirely independent of help from this world. His 
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Church was not built by might, or by power, but by the Spirit of the living God (Zech 4:6).  It 

supplies us with an unanswerable proof of the divine origin of Christianity.”
1
 

Many of the apostles Jesus chose were directly or indirectly responsible for many of the NT 

books.  Peter wrote the epistles 1 and 2 Peter, and probably served as Mark’s primary source 

for his gospel.  John wrote the gospel of John, the epistles 1, 2, and 3 John, and the book of 

Revelation.  Matthew wrote the gospel of Matthew.  Paul, the apostle appointed by Jesus as 

one “untimely born,” wrote the epistles of Romans, 1 and 2 Corinthians, Galatians, 

Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1 and 2 Thessalonians, 1 and 2 Timothy, and Titus.  Also, 

the gospel of Luke was written by Luke the physician, a close ministry associate of Paul. 

But the greatness of the apostles is not the point.  It is Jesus’ greatness that is magnified.  He 

took 12 ordinary men, with all their sin, faults, and quirks, who were very different (even 

opposite!) ideologically, temperamentally, and educationally and made them into one unified 

family.  Jesus is glorified in his power to draw men, in his wisdom in choosing men, and in 

his love in pouring his life into these men.  Hendriksen writes, 

“Included in this little band was Peter the optimist (Mt 14:28; 26:33, 35), but also 

Thomas the pessimist (Jn 11:16; 20:24, 25); Simon the one-time Zealot, hating taxes and 

eager to overthrow the Roman government, but also Matthew, who had voluntarily 

offered his tax-collecting services to that same Roman government; Peter, John, and 

Matthew, destined to become renowned through their writings, but also James the Less, 

who remains obscure but must have fulfilled his mission.  Jesus drew them to himself 

with the cords of his tender, never-failing compassion.  He loved them to the uttermost 

(Jn 13:1), and in the night before he was betrayed and crucified commended them to his 

Father (Jn 17:6-19).”
2
 

9. V14. Simon is called Peter and sometimes Cephas (both Peter and Cephas mean “rock” or 

“stone”; cf. Mt 16:18).  He is the prominent disciple in the gospel, in every list of the 

disciples, and he is the first to confess faith in Jesus as the Christ (Lk 9:18-20) and the first 

one called to discipleship (Lk 5:1-11).  Up to this point Luke has referred to him as Simon.  

From now on Luke regularly refers to him as Peter.  There are two sets of brothers: Peter and 

Andrew, and James and John.  They were all Galilean fishermen and business partners (Lk 

5:7).  Jesus called James and John “sons of thunder” perhaps because of their fiery nature 

(Mk 3:17; cf. Lk 9:54-56).  Philip was from Bethsaida, the same city (birthplace?) as Peter 

and Andrew (cf. Jn 1:44).  Bartholomew (in the synoptic gospels) seems to be Nathanael (in 

John).  Bartholomew is perhaps a surname or family name (patronym).   Nathanael is paired 

with Philip in Jn 1:45.   

10. V15. Matthew is also known as Levi.  James son of Alphaeus may be James the younger (Mk 

15:40); he is not James the brother of John, James the Lord’s brother, or the James of Mk 

15:40.  Thomas is called Didymus meaning “the Twin” (cf. Jn 11:16; 20:24; 21:2).  He is the 

                                                 

1
 J.C. Ryle, Expository Thoughts on Luke. 

2
 William Hendriksen, Luke, NTC, 331-332. 
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origin of the description “Doubting Thomas” for skeptical people.  Simon “the Zealot,” who 

is also known as Simon the Cananaean (a transliteration of the Aramaic word for “Zealot”), 

was affiliated with Jewish political activists who were radically and violently opposed to 

Roman rule of Palestine.  The diversity of Jesus’ chosen apostles is striking.  For example, 

Jesus called as apostles two men (Matthew the tax collector and Simon the Zealot) who 

would have hated each other.  But the love of Jesus, the transforming nature of the gospel, 

and the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit is able to reconcile natural enemies. 

11. V16. Judas son of James is also known as Thaddaeus (Mt 10:3; Mk 3:18).  He is not to be 

confused with Jude the brother of the Lord, or Judas Iscariot, whose name probably means 

“the man from Kerioth” (Jn 6:71; 13:26), but may mean “assassin” (e.g., “dagger-man”) or 

“false one.”  Kerioth Hezron (Josh 15:25) was 12 miles south of Hebron (Jer 48:24).  If this 

is the case, then Judas Iscariot was probably the only man from Judea; the rest of the apostles 

were from Galilee.  Judas Iscariot is frequently described as the one who would betray Jesus.  

His name has even come to be a synonym for “traitor” in Christian society (much like 

“Benedict Arnold” means “traitor” in the United States).  While thoroughly responsible for 

his evil betrayal of Jesus, he was an instrument of Satan (Jn 6:70-71) yet under the 

providential hand of God (Acts 2:23).  Jesus knew from the beginning that Judas Iscariot 

would be the apostle to betray him (Jn 6:64), but Jesus chose Judas anyway.  Perhaps Jesus 

gained the courage and strength to choose Judas during the night he spent with his heavenly 

Father in prayer? 

J.C. Ryle speculates why Jesus chose Judas as an apostle when he surely knew the man’s 

heart. 

“(1) The choice of Judas was meant to teach ministers humility. They are not to suppose 

that ordination necessarily conveys grace, or that once ordained they cannot err. On the 

contrary, they are to remember, that one ordained by Christ Himself was a wretched 

hypocrite. Let the minister who thinks he stands, take heed lest he fall.  (2) The choice of 

Judas was meant to teach the lay-members of the Church, not to make idols of ministers. 

They are to esteem them highly in love for their work's sake, but they are not to bow 

down to them as infallible, and honor them with an unscriptural honor. They are to 

remember that ministers may be successors of Judas Iscariot, as well as of Peter and Paul. 

The name of Judas should be a standing warning to "cease from man." Let no man glory 

in men (1 Cor 3:21).  (3) Our Lord's choice of Judas was meant to teach the whole 

church, that it must not expect to see a perfectly pure communion in the present state of 

things. The wheat and the tares--the good fish and the bad--will always be found side by 

side, until the Lord comes again. It is vain to look for perfection in visible churches. We 

shall never find it. A Judas was found even among the apostles. Converted and 

unconverted people will always be found mixed together in all congregations.” 

12. Vv17-19.  These verses act as a typical summary statement in Luke’s gospel (cf. Lk 4:14-15, 

40-41; 5:15, 17; 7:17).  They set the scene for what follows, in this case Jesus’ Sermon on the 

Plain.  The summary statement is significant because it demonstrated his power and 

compassion to the people as he was preparing to teach them about the kingdom of God.  His 

healing and exorcising also reminded his disciples and apostles (and still does today!) that 

their job was to share the love, power, and compassion of Jesus to the whole world.  
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Believing the gospel of Jesus and being his disciple must include care for the needy in Jesus’ 

name.  Care for the needy and preaching the gospel were the two great acts that dominated 

Jesus’ time.  Both were important to him, and he neglected neither. 

13. V17. There are three groups present in the narrative: them (the newly appointed apostles), the 

great crowd of disciples, and the great multitude of people.  Notice the three groups may be 

categorized as the apostles, the church, and the world.  Thus every person fits into one of 

these categories.  Jesus is obviously becoming quite popular with the masses, including 

Gentiles (those from Tyre and Sidon).  Many people in the crowd came from great distances 

to hear Jesus teach and to seek healing.  “It is worthwhile to go a great way to hear the word 

of Christ, and to go out of the way of other business for it.”
3
  Did Jesus deliver the sermon 

that follows (Lk 6:20-49) on the same occasion as the Sermon on the Mount (Mt 5-7)?  In 

Luke, this sermon occurs on a level place (hence this sermon’s common moniker “The 

Sermon on the Plain”).  If this was a plateau on the mountain, then the context of Mt 5:1 

suggests the occasions were identical. 

14. V18. The people came to Jesus for three reasons: to hear him teach, to be healed of their 

diseases, and for exorcism of demons (unclean spirits).  Compared to the abbreviated parallel 

account in Mark, Luke emphasized that the crowd had come to hear Jesus teach (Mark 3:8 

says the crowd came to hear about what Jesus did).  This orients us to prepare our hearts to 

hear what they heard.  The Sermon on the Plain is an important message for disciples.  Listen 

up and heed the Master!  Note that Luke also emphasizes Jesus’ healing and power.  But 

seeking Jesus for healing and to be touched by his Spirit-power should be secondary to the 

need to seek him to hear his word.  That the Sermon on the Plain follows the narrative 

(instead of a healing narrative) emphasizes teaching over seeking healing (although seeking 

healing from Jesus is not minimized). 

15. V18. Since Luke’s account of the Sermon on the Plain (Lk 6:20-49) is probably the parallel 

account of Matthew’s Sermon on the Mount (Mt 5-7), it is proper to compare their contents.  

Remember that Matthew is writing for a Jewish audience; Luke is writing for a 

Greek/Gentile audience.  Thus while the general thematic thrust of the sermons are the same 

(Beatitudes, the supremacy of love, the two builders), each author includes and omits 

material to suit his target audience.  Luke includes material from Jesus’ sermon not identical 

to content in Matthew, and some material not found at all in Matthew’s account of the 

sermon (Lk 6:24-26, 38-40). 

16. V18.  Note that Jesus healed the sick and delivered the troubled from unclean spirits.  Jesus is 

compassionate, and his care for the needy is tailored to the individual’s specific need.  We 

know that Jesus, with the divine power he possessed, could have healed everyone in the 

crowd at once.  But Jesus chose a different method of healing and exorcism.  As a doctor of 

both body and soul, he gave attention to each of his patients individually according to his 

lovingkindness.  These people were not “cases” to handle, they were people who needed his 

loving touch. 

                                                 

3
 Matthew Henry, Commentary in One Volume, Luke 6:17, pg. 1431. 
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17. V19. Jesus’ deeds of healing set the context for his words that follow in the Sermon on the 

Plain.  His power to heal is evidence that he is empowered by the Holy Spirit’s anointing (the 

Spirit and power are linked in Lk 1:17, 35; 4:14; cf. Lk 4:36; 5:17).  The text says that the 

whole multitude—all the crowd—sought Jesus in order to touch him because power came 

out of Jesus that healed them all.  Jesus is so powerful and able to heal that all people needed 

to do was to reach out and touch him.  Jesus didn’t need to actively heal; merely allowing 

himself to be touched in a passive manner was enough.  Were the crowds seeking Jesus as 

Master?  As Lord?  As Teacher?  It seems that some in the crowds sought him only for the 

power to heal.  They sought to be served rather than to serve.  “For many, he had become a 

symbol of good fortune, a lucky charm, or a magician.  Instead of desiring God’s pardon and 

love, they only wanted physical healing or a chance to see spectacular events.  Some people 

still see ‘god as a cosmic magician and consider prayer as a way to get God to do his tricks.  

But God is not a magician—he is the Master.  Prayer is not a way for us to control God; it is 

a way for us to put ourselves under his control.”
4
 

18. V19. The text says “all the crowd sought to touch Jesus,” for the power that came out of him 

healed them all.  Interestingly, Matthew Henry speculates that perhaps not all in the crowd 

who sought to touch Jesus were sick or troubled by demons.  Perhaps some were well enough 

(without any particular disease or ailment), but the power that came out of Jesus upon 

touching him brought them bodily health and vigor? 

Application: Whether this is the case or not, it is still true that Jesus gives new life to those 

who seek him, and that new life brings a zeal for life that cannot be obtained from any other.  

The power that Jesus wields to heal is the same power that invigorates the weary, brings joy 

to the sorrowful, brings hope to the hopeless, brings life to the dead.  Whether you are sick in 

body, reasonably healthy, or fit as an athlete, you still need Jesus.  So seek him.  Reach out to 

him.  Touch him by faith to find life in him. 

 

                                                 

4
 Life Application Study Bible, Luke 6:19 note. 
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8 Sermon References 

Luke 6:40   40 A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when he is 
fully trained will be like his teacher. 

Luke 9:1-2  And he called the twelve together and gave them power and 
authority over all demons and to cure diseases,  2 and he sent them out to 
proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal. 

Luke 22:28-30  "You are those who have stayed with me in my trials,  29 
and I assign to you, as my Father assigned to me, a kingdom,  30 that you 
may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones judging the 
twelve tribes of Israel. 

Revelation 21:12, 14  12 It had a great, high wall, with twelve gates, and at 
the gates twelve angels, and on the gates the names of the twelve tribes of 
the sons of Israel were inscribed--  14 And the wall of the city had twelve 
foundations, and on them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of 
the Lamb. 

1 Corinthians 1:26-29  For consider your calling, brothers: not many of 
you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not 
many were of noble birth.  27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to 
shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong;  
28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are 
not, to bring to nothing things that are,  29 so that no human being might 
boast in the presence of God. 

Matthew 6:33  But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 
and all these things will be added to you. 




