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The Book of Hebrews 

Bible Study 

The Structure of Hebrews 

• Outline: Exploring the NT (Vol 2), 234.  See also New Bible Commentary, 1324-1325. 

• Announcement of new themes via “hook words” 

 1:4 “angels” 

 2:17 “faithful”, “high priest” 

 5:9-10 “perfect”, “source of eternal salvation” 

 10:36-39 “faith”, “endurance” 

 12:12-13 

Introduction: God Has Spoken (Heb 1:1-4) 

1. Who is the original audience of the book of Hebrews?  What similarities do we share 

with them?  What differences do we have with them? 
Second generation Christians, probably of Jewish ethnicity.  We also have not seen Jesus, 

therefore we learn of him and believe in him in the same way.  Our culture tempts us to 

reject the exclusivity of Jesus and turn to “respectable” religion.  We are not persecuted 

to the same degree as them.  We are modern people; they were ancient people whose 

culture understood sacrifice, temple worship, widespread belief in angels and the 

supernatural. 

2. What is the genre of the book of Hebrews?  How should this affect our discipleship 

habits? 
Genre is a hybrid.  Traditionally it is an epistle.  Majority today say it is a sermon/homily.  

Some say it is a theological treatise/essay.  As a sermon/essay, we should take heed to 

study sermons and theological literature to grow in our faith and knowledge of God.  

Some study theology, but few study sermons.  We ought to listen carefully to the 

preaching of the Scripture, study and apply sermons to our lives, and even rediscover the 

habit of reading published sermons. 

3. Heb 1:1-2.  “Long ago” and “last days” refers to which time periods?  How does this 

affect our interpretation of Hebrews? 
Long ago is the time before Christ, specifically the OT period.  Last days is now, 

beginning with the ascension of Christ and continuing to his second coming.  Hebrews is 

not an “expired” teaching as if Christ failed to return soon after its writing and therefore 

we are not living in the last days.  Hebrews will forever be applicable as long as we 

continue to await Christ’s coming. 

4. Heb 1:3-4.  What will the book of Hebrews teach us about God?  About Jesus? 
We will learn that God is sovereign over all creation.  He is the majesty on high.  We will 

learn that to know God is to know Jesus, because Jesus is the exact imprint of God’s 

nature and is the radiance of God’s glory.  We will learn that Jesus upholds the creation 

by his powerful word, that he made purification for sins, and that he is even superior to 

the highest supernatural creatures (angels). 
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Jesus the Son of God (Heb 1:5-2:18) 

5. Heb 1.  What is the main point of Hebrews 1?  How does the author prove his 

thesis?  What does this teach us about doing theology and understanding Jesus? 
Jesus is superior to angels.  Author proves his thesis by quoting the Bible (various OT 

passages).  We learn through this that Scripture alone is sufficient to do theology and for 

understanding who God has revealed himself to be. 

6. Heb 1:5-13.  Which OT passages does the author quote?  Look up each of the OT 

references.  How does the author interpret these passages in reference to Jesus? 
Ps 2:7; 2 Sam 7:14; Deut 32:43; Ps 104:4; Ps 45:6-7; Ps 102:25-27; Ps 110:1. 

7. Heb 2:1-4.  Why does the author interrupt his teaching in these verses?  What does 

he ask us to do?  List some ways this exhortation applies to your daily discipleship. 
To exhort us to take the message of Jesus seriously, because the message of angels was 

reliable, and every sin against their message received just punishment, and Jesus is 

superior to angels.  Therefore we must not neglect Jesus’ message and the great salvation 

he provides.  For God bore witness to Jesus’ message by signs, wonders, miracles, and 

spiritual gifts.  This can apply today by encouraging us to heed the call of salvation in 

Christ and living for him before all other urgencies that call for our attention and action. 

8. Heb 2:5-9.  What is the paradox which the author wants us to recognize?  Which 

OT passage does the author use for illustration and proof? 
Jesus is superior to everything and everyone, ruling and controlling all things, yet we do 

not see everything under his control!  Instead we see Jesus glorified through his suffering 

of death, so that he would taste death for all (Ps 8:4-6)! 

9. Heb 2:10-13.  Summarize the author’s argument that Jesus is the brother of 

believers.  Which OT passages does the author use to prove his point? 
It was appropriate for Jesus the ruler and controller of all things to be perfected by God 

through suffering in order to bring believers to glory.  This is so because believers and 

Jesus have one source—God.  Therefore Jesus and believers are “brothers”.  See Ps 22:22 

and Isa 8:18. 

10. Heb 2:14-16.  What is the purpose of the author’s argument in the previous verses?  

How should your shared brotherhood with Jesus encourage your faith and trust in 

him? 
To help us understand that Jesus helps believers (not angels) because he is our brother in 

both flesh and blood.  Thus he shared all things with us, including death so that he might 

destroy the power of death (the devil) and deliver us from slavery to the power of death.  

I should be encouraged to believe and trust in Jesus because his specific purpose is to 

help believers overcome my most potent enemy (death), and he is the only one who is 

powerful enough to help me. 

11. Heb 2:17-18.  What is the conclusion of the author’s argument?  How are the themes 

of brotherhood and high priest related?  Why does the author labor for us to 

understand how Jesus is both our brother and high priest? 
Jesus was made like his brothers in every way so that he could become our high priest to 

turn away God’s wrath due to us for sin.  Jesus is the perfect high priest that we need 

because he suffered when tempted to sin (like us) but did not sin (unlike us).  

Brotherhood and the high priesthood are related in Jesus—he is both our brother in 

shared nature and our high priest who perfectly serves us before God. 
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The Book of Hebrews 

Bible Study 

Jesus the Faithful High Priest (Heb 3:1-4:13) 

1. Heb 3:1-6.  According to this passage, Jesus is greater than Moses in three ways?  

What are they?  What does the house represent in this passage?  What do these 

images teach us about our relationship with Jesus? 
Jesus > Moses because Jesus is more faithful than even Moses 

Jesus > Moses || House builder > House 

Jesus > Moses || Jesus a son over the house > Moses a servant in the house 

House represents the people of God, those who hold fast their confidence and their 

boasting in hope of Jesus as greater than Moses. 

2. Heb 3:7-11.  This passage is a quotation from Psalm 95 that functions as an 

exhortation in light of the preceding teaching.  What are we exhorted to do?  What 

warning must we heed? 
Exhorted to not harden our hearts in rebellion to the one greater than Moses (Jesus) by 

putting Jesus to the test lest we fail to enter God’s rest and instead fall under God’s wrath. 

3. Heb 3:7-11.  Compare this passage to Psalm 95:7b-11.  How is the Psalm translated 

to make it more readily understandable?  How should this translation strategy 

inform our reading of OT place names? 
“Massah” is translated “the rebellion” and “Meribah” is translated “testing”.  This is what 

these place names mean in the Hebrew language and is the reason why those places were 

named as such (cf. Exod 17:7; Num 20:13; Deut 6:16).  We should pay careful attention 

to OT place names, especially those places that are named because of an incident that 

occurred there, because the name will help to understand the associated spiritual lesson. 

4. Heb 3:12-4:13.  This passage is an exposition and application of Psalm 95:7b-11.  

What is the obstacle that the author must overcome in applying this OT passage to 

his audience?  Are there teachings or commands that you disregard because you 

believe they are not applicable today?  Have you considered the possibility that they 

are still applicable but the application has changed for today? 
The audience (and we) are tempted to reject any direct application on the basis that the 

passage only addressed the first generation of Israelites in the wilderness, and that the 

second generation finally entered God’s rest in the Promised Land.  Therefore the 

warning does not apply to us. 

5. Heb 3:12-13.  How does the author apply the exhortation of Psalm 95:7-8?  What 

are some sins that we must beware to guard our hearts?  Explain how the fellowship 

of other Christians helps us avoid these sins.  What decisions can you make today to 

better guard your heart? 
He exhorts us to be careful of cultivating an unbelieving heart (which is an evil heart) that 

will lead to falling away from God.  He applies “today” as any day when we still must 

exercise faith in Jesus for salvation from sin.  We are to guard our hearts from any sin 

that deceives us into flirting with not believing that Jesus is our God, our Lord, our 

Savior, our apostle, our high priest.  We must be on guard against sins that pull us away 

from fellowship with other Christians in the church.  We must beware the temptation to 

believe that sin is actually not sin (cf. Gen 3:4-6).  Fellowship with other Christians 

provides us with accountability, group support, strength in numbers, a living example of 

the truth of God’s Word, plausibility structures for believing God’s Word.  The author 
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exhorts us to be encouraging each other in community.  We are not to be Christians 

alone. 

6. Heb 3:14-19.  These verses explain how we may share in Christ and “hold fast our 

confidence and our boasting in our hope” (Heb 3:6b).  Explain the biblical 

illustration the author exhorts us to beware.  What are some ways that Christians 

are tempted to sin like the Israelites in the wilderness? 
We must beware of hearing the Word of salvation (now the full revelation in Jesus 

Christ) and neglecting to believe and obey it.  This is equivalent to hardening your heart.  

This is what the first generation of Israelites in the wilderness did.  They tested God’s 

chosen messenger/prophet.  They rebelled against him and God by bringing covenant 

lawsuit against God for being unfaithful in not providing for them.  They provoked God 

by committing idolatry, rebellion, grumbling, unthankfulness, unfaithfulness, 

backsliding, wanting God’s blessing and presence without God’s law.  We are tempted to 

commit the same sins.  Not remembering what God has done for them.  Treating God like 

he owes us (security, house, etc). 

7. Heb 4:1-2.  Summarize these verses in your own words.  What is the author’s point 

about the gospel (good news)?  What does it mean to fear God? 
We have not yet entered God’s heavenly rest because Jesus has not returned yet, 

therefore the promise of rest is still valid.  But we should fear because the gospel must be 

believed for us to benefit from it.  Therefore we must believe and continue to strive to 

enter God’s rest. 

8. Heb 4:3-10.  Summarize these verses in your own words.  What reasons does the 

author give to prove there is still a rest to enter for God’s people today? 
God rested on the seventh day of creation from his work, and he continues to rest.  This 

rest is available to those who will enter it by faith and obedience.  The Israelites in the 

wilderness did not enter the rest because of disobedience.  This promise of entering 

God’s rest still applies today because David wrote Psalm 95 after Israel possessed the 

Promised Land, yet the offer still stood to enter God’s rest “today”.  Joshua did not give 

them true rest, otherwise God would not have spoken of rest after Joshua.  Therefore 

there remains a rest for the people of God.  This rest is a rest from labors/works just as 

God rested on the seventh day from his work of creation. 

9. Heb 4:11-13.  The author concludes we must continue to strive to enter God’s rest so 

that we do not fall into the same kind of disobedience.  If we fall away by 

disbelieving and disobeying, will we escape God’s wrath?  What reasons does the 

author give to support his conclusion? 
We must learn the lesson of the disobedient Israelites in the wilderness who disobeyed 

Moses and did not escape God’s wrath.  Now one great than Moses, namely Jesus, has 

called us to enter his rest.  If the Israelites did not escape the wrath of God, we also will 

not escape God’s wrath if we disobey and fall into unbelief because God sees all things 

and his Word is living and active.  It is sharp, effective, searching, and will reveal all who 

are pretenders and hiders from God.  All will be exposed to God’s sight and must give an 

account. 

10. How can you apply this less to your life today?  To your marriage?  To your family?  

To your circle of friends?  To your church?  To your neighbor? 
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The Book of Hebrews 

Bible Study 

Jesus the Sympathetic High Priest (Heb 4:14-5:10) 

1. Heb 4:14.  Notice that this verse summarizes the message of Hebrews and contains 

both teaching and exhortation.  What does this reveal about the gospel message and 

the Christian life? 
The gospel message is both a historical truth claim and a call to believe.  Believing must 

lead to obedience in the Christian life as we live thankfully to God. 

2. Heb 4:14-15.  Compare and contrast the ministry of Jesus with the high priest of 

Israel. 
Levitical high priest did not pass through the heavens, was not the Son of God by nature 

but only by adoption, cannot sympathize with our weaknesses without sin, and perhaps 

has not been tempted in every way as we are.  Both Jesus and the levitical high priest 

represent the people before God in the temple by offering sacrifice for sin, but Jesus 

ministers in the eternal temple in heaven while the levitical high priest ministers in the 

prototype temple on earth. 

3. Heb 4:16.  Believers are exhorted to come to God in prayer with confidence and 

boldness.  Are there other proper ways to approach God in prayer?  Improper 

ways?  What are they?  How must your prayer habits change to properly approach 

God?  How does God reward bold, faithful, and humble prayers? 
We ought to pray to God in humility, faith, submission to his will, reverence as a child to 

a loving father, and godly fear as a subject to a merciful king.  We ought to come to him 

in confession, repentance, and faith.  Our attitude ought to be praise and joy.  We ought 

not to pray to God by groveling, in pride, doubt, flippancy, vain repetition, or with a 

demanding attitude.  We ought not to murmur against God.  God rewards proper prayers 

by giving mercy and grace to help us in our needs.  We ought to come to him to grab hold 

of God. 

4. Heb 5:1-4.  Summarize the description of the high priest of Israel. 
Chosen and appointed among men by God, in other words he does not take the honorable 

office of priest for himself.  Offers gifts and sacrifices for sins on behalf of the people he 

represents.  He is able to deal gently with the ignorant and with sinners because he is 

likewise weak.  This is why he offers sacrifices for his own sins as well as for the people. 

5. Heb 5:5-6.  These verses compare the priestly ministry of Jesus to the high priest’s 

ministry described in verse 4.  Which OT passages does the author link and quote?  

Why is this comparison worth noting? 
Comparison is how God chose and appointed his Son Jesus to be high priest.  Psalms 2:7 

and 110:4 are quoted and linked by both being passages in which God speaks to his Son 

who is his anointed king.  This comparison is worth noting because for Jews the high 

priest was in a position closest to God for offering acceptable sacrifices on their behalf 

for their sins.  It was a most respectable and honorable position.  But compared to Jesus, 

the high priest was not as close to God.  Jesus is closer and higher!  His priesthood is of a 

higher and more exalted order. 

6. Heb 5:6.  This verse quotes Psalm 110:4, which refers to the brief and mysterious 

historical account of Melchizedek and Abraham in Genesis 14:17-20.  What do we 

know about Melchizedek from Genesis 14?  From Psalm 110?  In what sense is 

Jesus of the order of Melchizedek? 
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From Gen 14: He was the king of Salem (later called Jerusalem).  He brought 

(ministered) bread and wine to Abraham.  He was called priest of God Most High (El 

Elyon).  He gave a priestly blessing to Abraham the victor in battle and he blessed God 

for giving Abraham victory.  He received a tithe of all the war spoils from Abraham. 

From Ps 110: He is a priest “forever”.  Jesus is of the priestly order of Melchizedek in the 

sense that he is both a king and priest (same as Melchizedek) and he is priest “forever” 

(in a sense like Melchizedek who has not record of birth or death, he will live and 

minister as a priest forever). 

7. Heb 5:7-10.  What is the foundation of Jesus’ superior priesthood?  Why is this 

important to the author’s original audience?  How is it important to you? 
Foundation is obedience through suffering.  This is important to the audience because 

they were also suffering terrible persecution (but short of martyrdom).  Opposition to 

Christians arose from the pagans who called Christians “atheists” because they did not 

worship the Greek/Roman gods or participate in the emperor cult.  Opposition arose from 

the Jews who rejected Jesus as the Messiah.  Christians probably suffered in the loss of 

jobs, family connections, friendships, and other social associations.  In Rome, Christians 

may have been facing intense persecution and martyrdom precipitated by Emperor Nero. 

8. Heb 5:7.  Jesus prayed with “loud cries and tears” to God who heard him because of 

his reverence.  When did Jesus pray this way?  What are we to do in light of Jesus’ 

prayer (cf. Heb 12:2-3)? 
Possibly in the Garden of Gethsemane (Lk 22:41-44).  Certainly on the cross (Mt 27:46; 

Lk 23:46).  We are to look to Jesus’ example of obedience through suffering with his eye 

on the joy set before him so that we may not become weary, fearful, or fainthearted.  We 

are to struggle to obey in the midst of suffering by following the life pattern of Jesus who 

walked the via dolorosa, and he all the way to death. 

9. Heb 5:8-9.  Summarize the main points of these verses.  What must you do in 

response? 
Jesus was not a servant but a son.  But he still learned obedience, and he learned it 

through suffering!  By this way of obedience he became perfect and thus became the 

eternal savior for all who obey him and serve him as Lord.  In response Christians are to 

also learn obedience even while we suffer for being Christians and enduring the suffering 

that God sovereignly ordains in our lives.  By doing this demonstrate that we are united 

by faith to Jesus who is the source of eternal salvation for sinners. 

10. Heb 5:9.  What does it mean that Jesus was made “perfect”?  What kind of 

“perfection” can believers attain to (if any)? 
“Perfect” means complete or mature.  Believers can attain to a measure of maturity as we 

grow in grace in the Christian life.  Hebrews teaches that people become mature 

(“perfect”) by first worshiping Jesus as the Christ and the superior one to all others, and 

by faith pursuing obedience even through suffering for our faith.  This is the example of 

Jesus the pioneer and perfector of our faith. 

11. Heb 5:10.  The name Melchizedek is a Hebrew compound-word (melech=king; 

zedek=righteousness) meaning King of Righteousness.  Melchizedek was the king of 

Salem and priest of God Most High (Gen 14:18).  What does it mean that God 

designated Jesus a high priest after the order of Melchizedek?  How should Jesus’ 

priesthood encourage us to greater faith and obedience? 
Jesus is the final great high priest.  He is alpha and omega.  He is the high priest and high 

king.  Our great high priest is superior to all others, therefore we can and must happily 

obey him and follow his life example to grow to maturity in the faith. 
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The Book of Hebrews 

Bible Study 

The Danger of Spiritual Immaturity (Heb 5:11-6:20) 

1. Heb 5:11.  About what does the author have much to say?  Why is this topic hard 

for him to explain? 
About Jesus Christ as a high priest in the order of Melchizedek.  The topic is hard for him 

to explain because his audience seems to be spiritually immature (dull) and not willing to 

listen, especially to spiritual things that are more advanced than the elementary doctrine 

of Christ.  It is not a hard topic to explain because it is too complex for some to grasp.  It 

is a matter of being mature enough (not smart enough) to listen and learn. 

2. Heb 5:12-14.  Who are the spiritually immature?  Spiritually mature?  What is the 

“spiritual diet” of each group of people?  Note that we are meant to ask these 

questions: Am I spiritually mature?  What is my “spiritual diet”? 
Spiritually immature are those who have been believers for so long that they ought now 

to be mature enough to teach others, but they are not mature enough to do so.  They, like 

babies, only eat spiritual milk (basic teaching) and cannot eat solid food (more in-depth 

teaching).  Conversely, spiritually mature are those who are now able to teach others and 

who also through constant training (presumably in the elementary doctrine of Christ and 

in the deeper doctrines of Scripture) are able to discern right from wrong.  They, like 

mature adults, eat solid food (more in-depth teaching). 

3. Heb 6:1-3.  What is the “elementary doctrine of Christ”?  What does it mean to 

“leave” this elementary doctrine?  What does it not mean? 
Elementary doctrine of Christ: repentance of evil deeds, placing faith in God, various 

baptisms, laying on of hands (prayer and ordination of leadership?), resurrection of the 

dead, eternal judgment.  To leave these things behind does not mean to forget about these 

things or to not consider them.  It means that we hold fast to the elementary doctrine and 

build our discipleship upon this foundation of knowledge, always remaining sharp in 

these things so that we are able to teach them to new believers. 

4. Heb 6:4-6.  What is the author warning us about?  What kind of person is in this 

danger?  What does it mean to be “enlightened”, to have “tasted the heavenly gift”, 

to have “shared in the Holy Spirit”, to have “tasted the goodness of the word of 

God” and to have tasted “the powers of the age to come”? 
Falling away (apostasy).  One who is spiritually immature, yet thinks he knows enough to 

leave the elementary doctrine of Christ behind in order to move on to his own selfish and 

sinful interests (apart from Christ).  Enlightened: to understand and to experience the list 

of things that follow.  Taste the heavenly gift: participation in the sacraments (allusion to 

the manna from heaven?).  Shared in the Holy Spirit: participation in the fellowship and 

life of the church.  Tasted the goodness of the word of God: been discipled under the 

preaching and teaching of the Bible, and had witnessed its good effects.  Taste the powers 

of the age to come: witnessed the signs and wonders that accompanied the preaching of 

the gospel and the teaching of the Bible.  As a whole, to be enlightened in these things is 

to participate in the means of grace and witness God working to bring heaven to earth. 

5. Heb 6:6.  Summarize this verse in your own words.  What does it mean to “fall 

away”?  How does a professing believer begin to fall away?  What are some warning 

signs that we (or someone else) is in danger of falling away? 
Those who turn away from God in unbelief have reneged on their former repentance and 

now seek meaning, purpose, salvation elsewhere.  For them to reject the Son of God is to 
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commit the same sin as those who rejected him by nailing him to the cross as a public 

spectacle of shame.  To reject the Son of God as the way of salvation is to crucify him all 

over again.  To fall away is to: (1) reject one’s enlightened knowledge of Jesus as the 

Christ and one’s experience of God’s grace in the church; (2) to stop believing and stop 

worshiping God in Christ.  Professing believers may begin to fall away by: (1) doubting 

that Jesus is the way to God, and being too proud to ask for help in their doubts; (2) 

turning back to the treasures of this world (returning to idolatry); (3) ceasing to be vitally 

connected to the church; (4) flirting with empty and vain theologies / philosophies; (5) 

rejected sanctification by grace and begin trusting in good works instead. 

6. Heb 6:7-8.  How does this analogy clarify the meaning of verses 4-6?  First, notice 

the covenant curse language (Gen 3:17-18; Dt 29:22-23; Jer 44:22).  Second, notice 

the biblical parallels showing a common theme (Isa 5:1-7; Lk 13:6-9; Jn 15:6).  

Based on these passages, who is the author of Hebrews addressing and what is the 

danger? 
The analogy is of the covenant community (professing believers, their spouses, and their 

children).  This kind of language is used throughout the Bible to describe the community 

of God’s people (e.g., the fig tree that Jesus curses, the Lord’s vineyard that fails to yield 

fruit, etc.).  The warning against falling away is a warning that we must continue to bear 

fruit, must continue to believe, must continue to trust in Jesus alone for our salvation, but 

continue to press on with other Christians, or else God may judge us as being worthless 

(thorns and thistles) and deserving of being burned (judgment and starting over). 

7. Heb 6:9-12.  If verses 4-8 are a strong warning to the church as a whole, why does 

the author now seem to soften the warning?  What gives him confidence to speak 

this way?  What does he want for his audience to have?  To do? 
Softens the language because he is thinking of particular people in his audience who have 

worked hard for God and have continued in the faith.  He wants his audience to have the 

firm confidence that is available when we trust God to not forget us and our labors for 

him.  He wants us to imitate (follow the example of) those who have proven their faith 

and faithful endurance through their example and track record. 

8. Heb 6:13-20.  These verses address what question/objection that naturally arises 

from the previous exhortation? 
Question/objection: but how can we be sure that God will not renege on his word, and 

that Jesus is able to save us? 

9. Heb 6:13-15.  What two reasons may we be certain that God’s word is true?  How 

has God proved his character so we may believe his word? 
Because God has promised and has sworn an oath confirming his promise.  God proved 

his character by keeping his promise to Abraham, and by raising Jesus from the dead so 

he might be appointed as an indestructible high priest in the order of Melchizedek.  

10. Heb 6:16-18.  Summarize the author’s “strong encouragement to hold fast to the 

hope set before us.” 
When people take an oath to confirm their promise, they swear by someone greater that 

themselves.  God has also sworn an oath to confirm his promise, but there is no one 

greater that himself, so he swore by himself.  Also, he is God, and it is therefore 

impossible for him to lie.  God will never change his mind, therefore we can have the 

uttermost confidence in his promise to save us in Jesus Christ. 

11. Heb 6:19-20.  In whom are we to place our hope for mediating our salvation before 

God?  Why is Jesus our certain (and only) hope? 
In God’s Son, Jesus Christ, alone.  Jesus is our certain and only hope because he is our 

perfect, sinless, high priest forever, and he has already gone before us into God’s inner 

sanctuary to offer himself as a perfect sacrifice to completely cover our sins. 
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The Book of Hebrews 

Bible Study 

Jesus, High Priest Like Melchizedek (Heb 7:1-28) 

1. Heb 7:1-28.  What is the main point of this chapter? 
The priesthood of Jesus (Melchizedek) is better than the priesthood of Levi (Aaronic) 

because only the priesthood of Jesus is perfect. 

2. Heb 7:1-3.  These verses are commentary on Genesis 14:18-20.  What do we know of 

Melchizedek from these passages? 
He is king of Salem; priest of the Most High God, he blessed Abraham and received a 

tenth (tithe) of Abraham’s war spoils; the name Melchizedek means “king of 

righteousness”; the title King of Salem means “king of peace”; he is a mysterious 

character who has no recorded genealogy or record of his death (resembling Jesus the 

Son of God who continues as a priest forever because he does not die). 

3. Heb 7:4-10.  These verses are a meditation on the greatness of Melchizedek 

compared to Abraham.  In what way is Melchizedek greater than Abraham? 
Melchizedek received a tithe from Abraham who had the covenant promises and was the 

father of God’s chosen people.  Abraham’s descendants the Levites were mortal men who 

received tithes from their brothers (fellow Israelites), but Melchizedek received tithes not 

as a mortal man because the Scripture testifies that he lives “without father or mother or 

genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but resembling the Son of 

God” (v. 3). 

4. Heb 7:7-10.  Summarize the argument of these verses.  How does the author prove 

that the Melchizedek priesthood is superior to the Levitical priesthood? 
The lesser (inferior) is always blessed by the greater (superior).  Melchizedek priesthood 

is superior to Levitical priesthood because Levi (in the sense that he was in the loins of 

Abraham as his descendant) blessed Melchizedek when Abraham paid a tithe to him. 

5. Heb 7:11-12.  Why did God end the Levitical (Aaronic) priesthood so it could be 

replaced by the Melchizedek priesthood?  How did God choose to do this? 
Perfection could not be attained by the Levitical priesthood.  God changed the priesthood 

by changing the law (through fulfillment).  The idea is law vs. oath.  Law = good 

promises; oath = better promises (cf. Heb 8:6).  Law = old covenant; oath = new 

covenant. 

6. Heb 7:13-17.  What two evidences does the author give that prove the priestly order 

has transferred from Levi to Jesus? 
Jesus is of the tribe of Judah (not the priestly tribe of Levi), and therefore he is not a 

priest by bodily descent as required in the Law of Moses.  Jesus is not a priest by 

genealogy, but by the power of his indestructible life. 

7. Heb 7:18-19.  How is the “former commandment” compared with the “better hope” 

(v. 19)?  How are the ceremonial/sacrificial law and the gospel properly related? 
Former commandment is useless and weak because it made nothing perfect.  The better 

hope (which is the ministry of a perfect priest) allows us to actually draw near to God.  

The former commandment only allowed the high priest to draw near to God’s presence 

once a year on behalf of the people.  The better hope allows all of God’s people to draw 

near to him in faith through the mediation of Jesus Christ at all times.  One is good news 

(forgiveness through an albeit imperfect priest); the other is better news.  In comparison 

the law is bad compared to the surpassing goodness of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

Ceremonial/sacrificial law and gospel are properly related in that this aspect of the law is 

fulfilled and therefore abrogated by the new “law” (i.e., priesthood) of Jesus Christ.  We 
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cannot go back to the old sacrificial system because it is under the old priesthood that has 

been replaced by the perfect final priesthood of Jesus. 

8. Heb 7:20-22.  According to the author, what makes Jesus the guarantor of a better 

covenant? 
Because he was made a priest by God through an oath sworn by God.  The Mosaic 

covenant which administered the Levitical priesthood was not given through God’s oath. 

9. Heb 7:23-25.  The author reminds us that the priesthood of Jesus is permanent.  

How does this benefit us?  Discuss the implications of this on our spiritual journey, 

our “peaks and valleys”, our degrees of happiness in the ministry of the broader 

church and our home congregation. 
Jesus is able to save completely those who come to God through his priestly mediation 

and sacrifice.  Because Jesus lives forever he is able to continually intercede for us before 

the Father.  He will never die again so his priesthood need never end. 

10. Heb 7:26-28.  These verses summarize the author’s previous argument in this 

chapter.  Discuss the implications of Jesus’s “once for all” sacrifice of himself for 

sin. 
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The Book of Hebrews 

Bible Study 

Jesus, High Priest Made Perfect By Sacrifice – Part 1 (Heb 8:1-9:10) 

1. Heb 8:1-2.  These verses summarize the main point of the previous section.  What is 

the “main point”? 

2. Heb 8:3-5.  What do these verses reveal about the nature of biblical religion and 

worship? 

3. Heb 8:6.  Jesus our High Priest has a ministry that is “far superior” to the old 

Levitical priesthood.  How is Jesus’ ministry superior? 

4. Heb 8:7.  What was inferior or wrong with the old (Mosaic or Sinai) covenant?  Was 

the flaw located in the covenant itself or in something else?  Describe a hypothetical 

scenario which would not require a new covenant to replace the old covenant. 

5. Heb 8:8-12.  These verses quote Jeremiah 31:31-34 which contrasts the superiority 

of the new covenant with the old.  Describe these contrasts verse by verse. 

6. Heb 8:8-13.  List and briefly describe the OT covenants God enacted with his 

people.  How does Jesus fulfill each of these in the new covenant?  In what sense is 

the old covenant now “obsolete”? 

7. Heb 8:10.  How will the new covenant be enacted by God?  Read Paul’s thoughts on 

the relationship between the old and new covenants in 2 Corinthians 3:1-18.  How 

does Paul describe the contrast between the old and new covenants?  Discuss how 

your walk with God compares with Paul’s description. 

8. Heb 8:11-12.  What kinds of people are “in” the new covenant?  These verses are 

often used to argue against the validity of infant baptism on the basis that infants do 

not confess Christ and they must be taught to know the Lord, therefore they do not 

belong in the new covenant.  How would you respond to this argument? 

9. Heb 9:1-5.  These verses describe the articles found in the old covenant earthly 

Tabernacle-Temple.  These articles all symbolized something important about the 

worship and service of the Lord.  Discuss each article’s symbolism and its 

relationship to Christ’s person and work. 

10. Heb 9:6-8.  These verses describe the work of the old covenant priests.  What did the 

nature of their work reveal about our access to God?  List some ways people today 

essentially act like old covenant priests when they approach God.  How are you 

tempted to act like an old covenant priest when you worship? 

11. Heb 9:9-10.  What was inadequate about the old covenant priest’s worship?  How 

does new covenant worship enacted by Jesus Christ meet this need?  Have you 

experienced the cleansed conscience that the perfect sacrifice of Jesus provides?  

Share some evidence from your life that you have experienced that “cleanses 

conscience”. 
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The Book of Hebrews 

Bible Study 

Jesus, High Priest Made Perfect By Sacrifice – Part 2 (Heb 9:11-28) 

1. Heb 9:11-12.  What two comparisons does the author make in these verses?  What 

does Jesus’ sacrifice accomplish that the old covenant sacrifices could not? 
Jesus didn’t enter the earthly tent (tabernacle) made with human hands; he entered the 

perfect tent in heaven to offer his sacrifice.  Jesus didn’t offer the blood of animals as the 

earthly priests do; he offered his own blood.  Jesus’ sacrifice secures eternal redemption. 

2. Heb 9:13-14.  These verses are in the form of the lesser-to-greater argument.  

Summarize the author’s argument in your own words?  Complete the analogy: 

animal blood sanctifies the human flesh as Christ’s blood sanctifies the human 

conscience? 
Defiled people were sanctified in their flesh by the sprinkling of animal blood under the 

old covenant.  How much more are defiled people sanctified in their flesh and spirit by 

the sprinkling of Christ’s blood under the new and better covenant? 

3. Heb 9:14.  What does it mean that Christ’s perfect sacrifice of his own blood 

purifies our “conscience from dead works to serve the living God”?  What dead 

works has Christ purified you from, and to what end has he purified you?  Describe 

your service to the living God. 
The dead works are the sacrifices offered under the old covenant that had to be offered 

repeatedly whenever more sins were committed.  These works were dead because they 

could not provide spiritual life nor cleanse the human conscience. 

4. Heb 9:15-17.  These verses draw an analogy between a covenant mediator and a 

testator.  To redeem sinners, a death must occur.  To bestow inheritance, a death 

must occur.  How does this analogy help explain why Jesus had to die for sinners to 

be redeemed and inherit eternal life? 

5. Heb 9:18-22.  Why does the author include this description of the old covenant 

inauguration? 
See verse 22 (to emphasize that without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of 

sins).  Ritually sprinkling this redemptive blood on things symbolized that purification 

required sacrificial death.  This description of old covenant ritual that occurred at 

covenant inauguration anticipates the blood of Christ shed for the forgiveness of sins in 

the new covenant.  Remember that the tabernacle was God’s dwelling amidst his people.  

For sinners to enter God’s presence, they (and everything associated with their work) had 

to be cleansed with sacrificial blood to atone for sin. 

6. Heb 9:23-24.  What comparison does the author make in these verses?  Why was it 

necessary for Christ to cleanse the tabernacle in heaven with his blood? 
Christ’s offering was made in the heavenly tabernacle, not the earthly one.  The heavenly 

tabernacle is the true one, the earthly tabernacle is the copy/shadow/image.  It was 

necessary for Christ to cleanse the heavenly tabernacle with his blood so that redeemed 

sinners could enter God’s presence in heaven for the rest of eternity.  Christ’s cleansing 

of heaven allows us to dwell with God forever in heaven! 

7. Heb 9:25-28.  What comparison does the author make in these verses?  How would 

these verses inspire hope in the author’s audience?  How do they inspire hope for 

you? 
Christ’s offering as high priest was made just one time, not repeatedly like the earthly 

high priest in the earthly tabernacle.  Christ’s offering is once for all. 
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The Book of Hebrews 

Bible Study 

Christ’s Perfect Sacrifice (Heb 10:1-18) 

1. Heb 10:1-4.  These verses contrast the sacrifice of animals with the “sacrifice” of 

Christ.  How are they different?  With what does the author contrast the law?  

What reminds us that Christ’s “sacrifice” is better than animal sacrifices? 
Animal sacrifices are a “shadow” of the good things to come (in the new covenant).  The 

animal sacrifices are not the true form of the realities they signify.  The animal sacrifices 

according to the OT law can never perfect those who draw near to God because they must 

be offered continually.  This is so because if the animal sacrifices could perfectly affect 

forgiveness, there would no longer remain a consciousness of sin in the worshiper’s 

mind.  As it was, the animal sacrifices serves as an annual reminder, instituted by God 

himself, that it is impossible for animal sacrifices to take away sins.  The law is 

contrasted with age of the gospel.  The once-for-all nature of Christ’s sacrifice reminds us 

that Christ’s sacrifice is better than animal sacrifice. 

2. Heb 10:5-7.  This is a quotation of Psalm 40:6-8.  To what are OT sacrifices 

compared? 
OT sacrifices compared to obeying God’s will as it is revealed in Scripture. 

3. Read 1 Samuel 15:1-22 and Micah 6:6-8.  What do these passages teach about the 

relationship between sacrifice and obedience? 
Sacrifices were commanded by God, but obedience is better than sacrifice.  Sacrifice that 

is devoid of religious obedience is detestable to the Lord, and God will punish this sort of 

“sacrifice” because it is not done according to an obedience spirit. 

4. Heb 10:8-10.  These verses are an explanation of the previous quotation from Psalm 

40.  Briefly summarize the author’s explanation.  Is the work described in Psalm 

40:6-8 the work of Christ or the Church?  How is this work accomplished by the one 

related to the other? 
Sacrifices, offerings, burnt offerings, sin offerings are all offered according to the OT 

law.  But the psalmist adds that he has come to do God’s will.  This means that under the 

new covenant the OT sacrificial order is put aside (abolished by fulfillment) and the new 

order of obedience to the revealed will of God is established.  This is the work of Christ, 

not the Church, and this sacrificial work (the offering of himself) accomplished by Christ 

sanctifies the Church once and for all because it is a perfect sacrifice according to the 

perfect will of God. 

5. Heb 10:11-12.  How are the sacrifices of the OT priests described in comparison to 

the sacrifice of Christ? 
Priest stands daily during his service in the temple.  Priest repeatedly offers the same 

sacrifices because they can never truly atone for sins.  Christ offered a single sacrifice for 

sin and did not continue to stand daily for service.  Consequently he sat down at the right 

hand of the God in heaven to rest from his finished work of sacrifice. 

6. Heb 10:13-14.  Since Jesus offered the sacrifice of himself once and for all, what 

does his work now entail? 
Waiting (and providentially governing) until the last day when all his enemies will be 

subdued to himself.  Also, Jesus continues his work to sanctify his people who have been 

made positionally-perfect through his once-for-all sacrifice. 

7. Heb 10:13-14.  Westminster Shorter Catechism # 23 describes the three offices Jesus 

Christ executes as our redeemer: “Christ, as our Redeemer, executes the offices of a 
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prophet, of a priest, and of a king, both in his estate of humiliation and exaltation.”  

The work of which offices are addressed in these verses? 
Priest and king, both in his estate of humiliation and exaltation. 

WSC 1:25  Christ executes the office of a priest, in his once offering up of himself a 

sacrifice to satisfy divine justice, and reconcile us to God, and in making continual 

intercession for us. 

WSC 1:26  Christ executes the office of a king, in subduing us to himself, in ruling and 

defending us, and in restraining and conquering all his and our enemies. 

WSC 1:27  Christ's humiliation consisted in his being born, and that in a low condition, 

made under the law, undergoing the miseries of this life, the wrath of God, and the cursed 

death of the cross; in being buried, and continuing under the power of death for a time. 

WSC 1:28  Christ's exaltation consists in his rising again from the dead on the third day, 

in ascending up into heaven, in sitting at the right hand of God the Father, and in coming 

to judge the world at the last day. 

8. Heb 10:15-16.  The work of which office of Jesus Christ is addressed in these verses 

(quoted from Jeremiah 31:33)?  What evidence do you see in your life that the Holy 

Spirit has done this work in your heart? 
Prophet. 

WSC 1:24  Christ executes the office of a prophet, in revealing to us, by his word and 

Spirit, the will of God for our salvation. 

9. Heb 10:17.  This verse is a quotation from Jeremiah 31:34.  Describe how the author 

connects the work of Christ as a priest and king to his work as a prophet. 
When the new covenant is finally inaugurated (at the end of Christ’s earthly ministry 

during his first advent), Jesus would offer himself as a once-for-all perfect sacrifice to 

atone for the sins of his people and thus begin the work of sanctifying them.  Also, Jesus 

would begin to subdue the nations (including all his enemies) to himself until he is ready 

to return to consummate his kingdom on the last day.  When the new covenant is 

inaugurated, he will no longer count the sins of his people against them on the basis of his 

perfect once-for-all sacrifice of himself to satisfy divine justice. 

10. Heb 10:18.  This is the conclusion to the author’s argument in this section.  What is 

the author trying to prove?  Why is forgiveness, finally accomplished in Christ’s 

perfect obedience and sacrifice of himself, better than the OT sacrificial system?  

How does the knowledge of such forgiveness stir your heart? 
Author is trying to prove that perfect final forgiveness of sins, once accomplished, means 

there is no longer any need for sacrificial offering for sin, therefore we must resist the 

temptation to “go back” to the OT law and the Jewish temple sacrifices.  Forgiveness 

accomplished through Christ is better than the OT sacrificial system because it does away 

with it through the perfect obedience and sacrifice of Jesus Christ.  This should stir our 

hearts to thankfulness, worship, and assurance of salvation. 
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The Book of Hebrews 

Bible Study 

The Need for Faith, Love and Endurance (Heb 10:19-39) 

1. Heb 10:19-23.  Compare these verses to Hebrews 4:14-16.  What does this 

comparison teach us about this passage and what immediately follows? 

2. Heb 10:19-23.  What does the author want us to believe?  What is the basis of this 

belief? 

3. Heb 10:24-25.  What does the author want us to do?  How have you stirred up your 

Christian friends and family to love and good works?  How have they stirred you to 

these things?  Be specific. 

4. Heb 10:26-27.  These verses begin a strong warning addressed to us.  What are the 

sins we must beware?  In light of verses 19-25, how should we positively respond to 

this warning (i.e., what should we DO to heed the warning)? 

5. Heb 10:28-29.  Again the author argues from the lesser to the greater.  What is the 

answer to the author’s question, “How much worse punishment, do you think, will 

be deserved by the one who has spurned the Son of God?” 

6. Heb 10:30-31.  These verses quote/allude to two OT passages (Dt 32:35-36; Isa 

33:14) to prove the conclusion of the author’s lesser-to-greater argument.  What do 

the OT passages teach us about the relationship of God’s judgment in the OT to 

God’s judgment in the NT? 

7. Heb 10:32-34.  After giving the warning, the author transitions to encouragement.  

What is the key term/theme that the author employs to encourage his audience?  

Discuss how this same theme has strengthened your faith in the face of persecution, 

trial, ridicule or temptation.  What is the implied instruction that you must heed to 

gain a full assurance of your faith?  Discuss tangible ways you can pursue more 

confident assurance of your faith. 
Pray more.  Jesus suffered as well.  This keeps you in the word. 

8. Heb 10:35-36.  What is the author’s prescribed remedy for combating the sins of 

spiritual apathy and unbelief in the face of the temptation to give up a bold, vibrant, 

and public faith in Jesus Christ?  What is the promised reward for such patient 

endurance in faith?  What does this endurance entail? 
Endurance entails both faith and good works. 

9. Heb 10:37-38.  These verses quote/allude to two OT passages (Hag 2:6; Hab 2:3-4) 

to prove the author’s concluding encouragement.  Notice how the author does not 

merely quote a snippet of Scripture, but quotes a verse that serves to import the 

entire context of the verse to bear on the point he is making.  How does the message 

and historical problem addressed in Haggai 2:1-9 encourage a Christian to patient 

endurance when tempted to give up on Jesus?  How does Habakkuk 1-2:4 do the 

same?  How do these passages warn you? 

10. Heb 10:39.  The author concludes chapter 10 with another encouragement to his 

audience.  How does the author bridge the main point of Hebrews 10:19-38 (do not 

shrink back but patiently endure in faith in the Son of God) to the Hebrews Hall of 

Faith?  Does your life show evidence of the kind of faith that produces good works 

that prove your professed salvation? 
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The Book of Hebrews 

Bible Study 

Faith and Endurance (Heb 11:1-12:13) 

1. Heb 10:39.  The previous passage is about the need for faith, love and endurance.  

Heb 10:39 is the bridge to chapter 11.  What does Heb 10:39 make us expect chapter 

11 will teach about faith? 

2. Heb 11:1.  What is the essence of biblical faith?  How does our culture understand 

the nature of faith? 

3. Heb 11:2-3.  What is the resulting benefit of biblical faith?  How does the author 

begin to illustrate this? 

4. Heb 11:4-6.  What is the key word/idea that links verse 2 with verses 4 and 5?  What 

does God’s commendation say about the faithful man or woman?  How does the 

author speak about death in relation to faith?  How did Abel and Enoch please 

God?  How may we please God? 

5. Heb 11:7.  This passage uses Noah as an illustration and introduces another effect of 

faith.  What is it?  What did Noah inherit from God (notice how this anticipates the 

next illustration—Abraham)? 

6. Heb 11:8-12.  Abraham and Sarah lived by faith hoping in something God 

promised.  What did that promise entail (cf. Gen 12:1-4, 7-8; 15:5; 17:19; 18:11-14; 

21:2; 22:17; 32:12)? 

7. Heb 11:13-16.  These verses break from the string of illustrations to explain how 

faith related to Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham and Sarah.  What is the main 

principle derived from verses 13-16?  What is it that the faithful are to look forward 

to?  What does our hope say about our present circumstances?  How should we then 

live? 
Principle: faith means you don’t go back and don’t even look back.  Look forward to our 

homeland, the city of God, heaven.  Think of the song “I Am Bound for Promised Land”.  

Our present circumstances are not our home, so we should live lives that don’t try to find 

true rest from our labors in the kingdom of God in this world and in our present lives, but 

strive forward as long as we are “strangers and exiles on the earth”. 

8. Heb 11:17-22.  These verses give a faith illustration from the lives of the patriarchs.  

What is the common life experience throughout these illustrations?  What lesson are 

we to learn from these men regarding faith in God’s promise? 

9. Heb 11:23-28.  Moses (and his parents) is the example of faith in this passage.  What 

faith lessons are taught here?  How do the contrasts of choosing worldly and fleeting 

pleasures versus choosing the reproach of Christ stir your heart to love and good 

works? 

10. Heb 11:29-31.  What faith lesson is illustrated in these verses? 
Faith in a miracle-working God whose promise means salvation for the faithful and 

judgment for those who oppose God. 

11. Heb 11:32-35a.  So far the author has illustrated the life of faith from creation 

(Genesis 1:1) to the possession of the promised land (Joshua).  Now he fast-forwards 

from Judges to the end of the OT.  What do these verses illustrate about faith? 
There is an aspect of faith that is victorious in this life, and the faithful are the people 

who flourish now as they live righteously in God’s kingdom. 

12. Heb 11:35b-38.  If the previous verses illustrate how the faithful are victorious, what 

do these verses teach? 
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Even if your faith does not translate to victory in this world, faithfulness still leads to 

victory because the world is not worthy of true victory.  The victory of righteous faith is 

ultimately not possessed in this world, even if some of the faithful experience a measure 

of victory in this life. 

13. Heb 11:39-40.  Who are “all these though commended through their faith, did not 

receive what was promised”?  Who are the “us, that apart from us they should not 

be made perfect”?  What is the point the author makes in these summary verses? 

14. Heb 12:1-2.  Although there is a chapter break here, these verses are best read as 

the bridge to the “practical application” section of the sermon.  They are closely 

connected with the “Hall of Faith” passage in chapter 11.  What is the scene the 

author is describing for us in verses 1-2?  How does this encourage your faith and 

endurance in following Jesus?  What weights, sins, and entanglements do you need 

to shed in order to run the race well (i.e., what is holding you back from the race of 

faith)? 
The scene is a race with a great crowd of spectators who were once runners themselves 

cheering us on to continue running with endurance, to look to the prize of reaching God 

at the finish line.  Jesus is the only runner who perfectly finished the race.  He is the 

author and perfecter of our faith.  He finished the race—just as the great cloud (crowd!) 

of witnesses finished has already finished running—by enduring shame and even death 

on the cross.  So keep running to him!  Shed everything that weighs you down and ties 

you up so that you may run as well as you can.  Keep running toward God in the 

footsteps of Jesus just as those who have already reached the finish line by faithfully 

running the race.  Don’t turn back, be weighed down, or get tripped up!  Illustration: 

Following Jesus by looking down the railroad tracks.  You will get tripped up if you only 

look down where your next step is, but if you look up ahead to the destination you will 

not trip. 

15. Heb 12:3-4.  How does the author encourage us when we grow weary or 

fainthearted? 
Consider Jesus who endured to the point of dying by the shedding of his blood.  Surely 

you can endure because you have not faced that much hostility in your struggle against 

sin.  Jesus will give you strength to endure not only through his example but also through 

the power of his Spirit. 

16. Heb 12:5-8.  Verses 5-11 concern the discipline God gives to his children.  What is 

the main point of verses 5-8?  What does Proverbs 3:1-12 teach us that illuminates 

this passage? 
That we should not grow weary when we are disciplined by the Lord because it shows his 

love for us as his children (sons and heirs).  All loving fathers discipline their sons.  In 

fact, if you are not disciplined then it shows you are (at least maybe) illegitimate children 

and not sons (rightful heirs).  Lessons from Proverbs 3:1-12�Keep God’s commands 

and you will be blessed; fear God and don’t be wise in your own eyes, then you will be 

blessed; honor God with his blessing (especially of your wealth) then you will continue to 

receive God’s blessing; do not despise God’s discipline because it is proof you are loved 

by your heavenly father. 

17. Heb 12:9-11.  These verses illustrate the author’s main point by appealing to our 

common experience of being disciplined by our earthly fathers.  Each verse (9-11) 

ends by describing a benefit of God’s disciplining his children.  What are these 

benefits, and how are the fruit of these benefits encouraging to us when we grow 

weary or fainthearted in our faith and obedience to God? 
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V9.  Benefit of life as we respectfully subject ourselves to God’s fatherly discipline.  

V10.  Benefit of sharing in God’s holiness.  V11.  Benefit of bearing peaceful fruit of 

righteousness if we are trained by God’s discipline. 

18. Heb 12:12-13.  These verses begin the transition to exhortation and application 

based on the teaching that came before.  What are we exhorted to do in light of the 

teaching about God disciplining his children? 
Basically exhorted to “be men”�Lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak 

knees and make straight paths for your feet.  We do these things so that our weakness will 

not cripple us, but rather so that we may be healed and be strong to endure. 
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The Book of Hebrews 

Bible Study 

Living as Christians in a Hostile World (Heb 12:14-13:17) 

1. Heb 12:14.  What is the temptation and sin to which we are prone that this exhortation 

addresses? 
Temptation to live in strife and broken relationship with people with whom we disagree and 

fight.  We ought to strive to live at peace with everyone, but at the same time to not 

compromise our holiness.  We must strive to be in the world (peacefully) but not of it.  This 

has implications for whom we enter into friendships and marriages with (cf. v. 16 for the link 

between sexual immortality and living at peace with everyone, and pursuing holiness). 

2. Heb 12:15-17.  What are the two OT stories that the author alludes to, and what are we 

to learn from these stories. 
Story of Israel on the plains of Moab, poised to finally enter the Promised Land, hearing the 

blessings and curses of obey and disobeying the Law.  Story of Esau who despised his 

birthright and sold it to his brother Jacob (Israel).  Esau took foreign wives and despised the 

holy calling on his life to be set apart to the God of his fathers.  Later he sought the blessing 

with tears from his father Isaac (but without repentance), but he was rejected. 

3. Heb 12:15.  The author’s reference to the “root of bitterness” is a warning against what 

kind of sin (cf. Deut 29:16-28)?  Give examples of how you are prone to this same sin in 

your life. 
According to Deuteronomy 29:16-28, the sin is when someone hears the words of the 

covenant (God’s salvation and then God’s requirements) and assumes he will be safe (be 

saved) although he doesn’t obey God’s requirements.  The Lord will not be willing to forgive 

him (unless he truly repents rather that just seeks the blessing—even with tears!). 

4. Heb 12:18-21.  Verses 18-24 contrast two places (kingdoms) where God met with his 

people (one in vv. 18-21, the other in vv. 22-24).  What is the first place and how is it 

described?  In the context of the whole argument of the book of Hebrews, how are we to 

view this first place? 
First place is the kingdom of God on earth in the old covenant (Israel), Mount Sinai.  It is a 

place of gloomy darkness and judgment, where God’s presence and spoken word is 

unbearable, where the people trembled with fear before the dreadful presence of the living 

God.  In context of Hebrews we should view this place as a place of judgment if we return to 

it because Jesus is better. 

5. Heb 12:22-24.  What is the second place where God met with his people, and how is it 

described?  How are we to view this second place? 
Second place is the kingdom of heaven, the heavenly Jerusalem, Mount Zion.  This place can 

be touched, it is the city of the living God, populated by innumerable celebrating angels and 

all those who are sons of God (the assembly of the firstborn=those sons who inherit the 

promises through endurance=persevering Christians=those forgiven by the blood of Jesus 

and not judged by the blood of Abel). 

6. Heb 12:25-27.  Based on the comparison of the two places described in vv. 18-24, these 

verses give another warning.  Describe this warning in your own words.  What is the 

comforting promise given after the warning? 
This reminds us of Jesus’ parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus.  Do not refuse the God who 

speaks to us.  The Lord through the word of Moses spoke to the Israelites on earth and those 

who refused the warning did not escape.  Now the Lord through the word of Jesus (a better 

mediator) speaks words of warning from heaven.  How much less will we escape if we refuse 
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him now!  God shook Mount Sinai so that the Israelites were terrified and did not approach 

God.  Now God has promised to shake the heavens and the earth!  Only things that cannot be 

shaken will remain (survive his judgment).  The promise is that those who endure will 

remain. 

7. Heb 12:28-29.  These verses begin another transition to exhortation and application 

based on the teaching that came before.  What are we exhorted to do in light of the 

teaching about “receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken”?  What do you expect the 

next section of Hebrews will discuss?  What is the important truth we must always keep 

in mind when believing and obeying these things (v. 29)? 
We should be thankful that God has given us who endure by his grace a kingdom that cannot 

be shaken.  Also have a godly fear because we have been delivered from such judgment.  

Expect to learn what God considers acceptable worship, and how to offer such worship with 

reverence and awe (not flippantly, half-heartedly) because God is a consuming fire. 

8. Heb 13:1.  Chapter 13 begins a new section of exhortation (13:1-17).  What does this 

verse lead us to suspect we will learn about? 

9. Heb 13:2-6.  These verses address how we must express brotherly love to others and 

ourselves.  Note the horizontal progression from brothers (who are most unknown) to 

yourselves (who are most known).  How may you show “brotherly love” to Christians 

on this spectrum from unknown to known?  How are you already showing this love? 

10. Heb 13:7-8.  The direction changes from horizontal to vertical relationships.  How may 

you show “brotherly love” to those in verse 7?  To him in verse 8? 

11. Heb 13:8-16.  Verse 8 is a transitional thought to a parenthetical teaching about the 

superiority of Jesus.  Summarize verses 8-16 and explain how they fit in the 

surrounding context of the author’s exhortation. 

12. Heb 13:9-12.  What is the false teaching we are to beware?  How is Jesus better than 

this false teaching?  What are similar false teachings that are common in our Christian 

culture?  What “diverse and strange teaching” are you tempted to be strengthened by 

apart from grace? 

13. Heb 13:13-16.  What is the author’s concluding exhortation based on the previous 

teaching about Jesus?  What kind of sacrifice does God require?  What does this kind 

of sacrifice encompass?  What demonstrable ways will you pursue greater sacrifice to 

God as you continue to follow Jesus? 

14. Heb 13:17.  This verse returns to the theme of verse 7.  What do these two verses (vv. 7, 

17) together exhort you to do?  How is your “imitation” and “submission” personal 

spiritual meter? 



Brian M. Sandifer 21 

The Book of Hebrews 

Bible Study 

Conclusion: Prayer and Greetings (Heb 13:18-25) 

1. Heb 13:18-19.  The author of Hebrews begins to conclude his sermon/epistle.  Although 

the letter is not specifically addressed to us, how may we rightly apply this exhortation?  

Who ought we to similarly pray for?  What changes do you need to make in your 

prayer habits to incorporate this exhortation? 

2. Heb 13:20-21.  These verses are a classic NT benediction (corporate blessing).  How 

does this benediction speak needed blessing to the Jewish-Christian audience who are 

tempted to return to Judaism and temple worship?  How does this benediction speak 

needed blessing to your peculiar temptations and faith struggles?  What promises do 

you need to more firmly lay hold of? 

3. Heb 13:22-25.  Notice the corporate nature of this final greeting and announcement.  It 

resembles the closing thoughts of a preacher after he has concluded his sermon.  How 

does the corporate and connectional nature of the Church encourage your faith and 

obedience?  What changes do you need to make in your connection to the local church 

to foster brotherly love in yourself and other believers? 
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The Book of Hebrews 

Bible Study 

Major Themes  

1. Jesus Christ is superior (cf. Ps 110) 

a. To angels (Heb 1:4-2:18) 

b. To Moses and the Mosaic covenant (Heb 3:1-6) 

c. To the earthly tabernacle/temple and its priesthood (Heb 5:1-10; 7:1-10:18, 34; 8:1-

13; 11:16, 35, 40) 

2. Various perspectives on Jesus 

a. Pre-existent (Heb 1:1-3) 

b. Fully God and fully man (Heb 1:1-14; 2:5-18) 

c. Suffering and exalted Son of God (Heb 2:5-18; 5:7-8) 

d. The high priest and his sacrifice (Heb 5:1-10; 7:1-10:18) 

e. Pioneer/Champion & forerunner (Heb 2:10; 6:20; 12:2) 

f. Fulfills the old covenant and OT (Heb 1:2; 4:9-10; 8:6-13; 9:9-28; 12:22-29; cf. Ezek 

37:1-14; Jer 31:31-34; Mt 5:17-20; 26:27-28; 2 Cor 3:1-18) 

3. Discipleship 

a. Hold Fast: Faith (Heb 3:14; 4:2-3, 14; 6:1, 12, 18-19; 10:22-23, 38-39; 11:1-40; cf. 

Gen 15:6; Hab 2:4; Mt 9:29; 21:21; Jas 1:5-6; 2:14-26) 

b. Approach: Maturity (Heb 4:16; 5:11-6:2; 7:25; 10:19-22; 12:22; cf. 1 Cor 2:6; 3:1-3; 

14:20; 2 Cor 13:9-11; Eph 4:11-16; Col 4:12; 1 Pet 2:1-3) 

c. Move On: Endurance (Heb 2:1-4; 3:7-4:13; 5:11-6:12; 10:19-39; 11:8-16; 12:1-29; 

13:1-17; cf. Rom 5:3-4; 1 Cor 4:12; 2 Thess 1:4; Jas 1:2-4; 5:11; 1 Pet 2:20) 

d. In the Church: Community (Heb 6:10; 10:24; 13:1-6; cf. Lev 19:18; Mt 22:39; Jn 

13:34; Rom 12:10; 13:8; 1 Cor 13; 1 Thess 4:9; 1 Pet 1:22; 2 Pet 1:7; 1 Jn 2:10; 3:10; 

4:7) 

4. Salvation and the Christian hope  

a. Future salvation (Heb 2:10; 4:1-11; 5:9; 6:19-20; 9:26-28; 10:25; 11:16) 

b. Present salvation (Heb 6:4-5; 9:14; 10:14, 19) 

c. Losing the Christian hope (Heb 2:1-4; 6:4-8; 10:26-31; cf. Num 16; Dt 13; 2 Kgs 

17:5-23; Ezek 8; Mt 24:10-13; Gal 1:6-9; 2 Tim 3:1-9; 2 Pet 2; 1 Jn 2:18-19) 

 
 


