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Esther 5:1-14 “Cultivating Courage” June 24, 2012 

NT Lesson: James 4:1-10  Brian M. Sandifer 

Since Jesus has already accomplished our salvation, Christians ought to humbly rely on the Savior’s 

strength to cultivate courage when the “hour of decision” arrives, trust God for another opportunity if 

momentarily overwhelmed by fear, and guard against the pride that often precipitates a ruinous fall. 

Introduction – Story about 1955-64 USSR Premier Khrushchev.  Anyone can act with “courage” when 

there is no personal risk!  How did Esther find the courage to risk her life before the king?  What is the 

key that unlocks the mystery of courage?  Quotes about courage. 

I. Relish the Story: Esther vs. Haman 

A. Stark contrasts (vv. 1-2, 8-10) 

Esther contrasted with Queen Vashti (vv. 1-2), Haman (vv. 8-10), and Salome (cf. Mk 6:22-25).  

Esther restrains herself (perhaps in fear and humility) and in the course of subsequent events it 

leads to a perfect opportunity to make her request (7:3-10).  Haman restrains himself (in anger 

and pride) and in the course of subsequent events it leads to a perfectly inopportune time to make 

his request (6:6-10).  At the moment Esther was taking up the cause of her people (the Jews), she 

was claiming the rights and privileges of her royal position as queen (of the Persians).  Esther did 

not seize upon the king’s gracious offer by asking for Haman’s head on a platter (like Salome the 

daughter of Herodias did later; cf. Mk 6:17-29)! 

B. Tense “chess match” (vv. 1-2, 4, 8, 9-10, 14) 

Imagine Esther as the ivory queen, Xerxes the ebony king, and Haman the ebony knight.  The 

plot turns on whether Xerxes will have mercy on Esther who has put herself “in check” by 

appearing in the throne room uninvited.  Xerxes grants favor to Esther, who patiently begins 

maneuvering to eliminate Haman.  Will Haman be outwitted by Esther’s covert strategy because 

of his shortsighted focus in seeking vengeance on Mordecai?  Will Mordecai survive another day 

while Haman recklessly pursues him and Esther stalls her big move?  The lives of Mordecai, 

Esther, the Jews, and the promised messiah yet-to-be-born now hang on who has greater 

influence with the king.  The stakes couldn’t be higher.  Will God be “check-mated?” 

C. Delicious foreshadowing (vv. 2-4, 14) 

(1) Esther’s deliverance in the throne room foreshadows the deliverance of the Jews at the end of 

the book (celebrated during Purim).  (2) The king not only pardons Esther, but also shows her 

favor as his queen, graciously promising to grant her request.  This foreshadows the king’s favor 

extended to Esther, Mordecai, and all the Jews to permit them a favored position over their 

enemies.  (3) The feast Esther makes for the king foreshadows the great Feast of Purim which 

annually commemorates the deliverance Esther won for her people. (4) The gallows Haman 

prepares for Mordecai foreshadows the gruesome reversal of fortune for Haman, who will be 

impaled on a stake of his own making! 

II. Rehearse the Proverbs: Humility vs. Pride (Prov 11:2; 15:33; 16:18; 18:12; 22:4; 29:23) 

A. Godly humility cultivates wisdom and courage (vv. 1-5) 

1. Wisdom: Esther didn’t chicken out by extending the dinner invitation.  She carefully planned 

her course of action.  By inviting the king to a feast made for him, she obligated him to herself.  

By inviting Haman to come along, she flattered his pride and set him up for his fall from grace. 
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2. Courage: The king has displayed his graciousness; now Esther displays her humility.  Esther 

is referred to as “Queen Esther” 14 times in the book, and only once before 5:2.  For just the 

second time in the story (so far) Esther is addressed as “Queen Esther,” implying the importance 

that her royalty played at this point in the narrative.  Esther identifies herself with her people the 

Jews now that they are under threat of extermination.  Only now does she truly grow into the role 

of queen.  God has prepared her for such a time as this (4:14).  Humility cultivated courage. 

B. When fear of man overwhelms courage (vv. 6-8) 

Sometimes the fear of man, fear of death, or fear of conflict stifles you.  You shrink back 

defeated, afraid, and wondering if you lost your last chance to act.  Esther certainly felt the fear of 

man, and she may have succumbed to it at her first feast (the text is not explicit).  But take 

courage: God is in control of our failures and is able to strengthen us again (Prov 29:25). 

C. Sinful pride cultivates foolish confidence (vv. 9-14) 

1. Pride works like spiritual blinders.  Haman waited impatiently with blinded eyes for the first 

moment to strike with his request at no perceived risk to himself.  He requested judgment for 

Mordecai and for the Jews.  Haman’s self-restraint was of a type that revealed his foolishness and 

selfishness.  Haman had 10 sons (9:7-10) and boasted about his glory displaying his enormous 

pride.  The biblically-informed reader knows this likely spells doom for Haman. 

2. Haman is the archetypal “overreacher.”  His personal ambition is too excessive to succeed, 

although he is lulled into a sense of invincibility when he considers the glory and position he has 

managed to achieve.  Now Haman appears to be controlled by the decisions of his wife and 

friends.  He is confident that the king will grant his request to execute Mordecai tomorrow 

morning.  But unbeknownst to Haman, he is actually being led to the slaughter.  Poetic justice! 

III. Rely on the Savior: God vs. Idols of this World 

A. The king’s favor on Queen Esther pictures God’s favor on Christ as our redeemer (v. 2) 

King Xerxes protected Queen Esther from the law when he extended the golden scepter to her.  

She touched its head and accepted his pardon.  This is the turning point in the book, prefiguring 

the resurrection of Jesus Christ as the turning point of redemptive history, and foreshadowing the 

general resurrection on the last day. 

B. Haman’s pride pictures the foolish confidence of those who rely on false gods (v. 11) 

People rely on “false gods” whenever they cease to trust in the Savior.  False gods take many 

forms.  Haman trusted in the idols of position, power, and influence.  He worshiped the gods of 

happiness and honor, coveting them above his riches and glory.  Haman is an example of what a 

lack of humility ultimately cultivates—a heart puffed up with pride, a foolish confidence in 

ourselves and others, and a life that teeters on the precipice of ruin (Prov 14:12, 27).  All who rely 

on false gods walk in darkness (Eph 5:3-8) and will fall (1 Jn 2:11). 

Conclusion – Esther is first and foremost a savior, and secondarily an imperfect example of humility, 

wisdom, and courage for us.  The Jews celebrate the Feast of Purim to celebrate Esther their redeemer, 

not to imitate her.  Celebration precedes imitation.  Humility precedes courage.  This is why you need 

humility to cultivate courage.  Only people who rely on Jesus the Savior in humility will cultivate the 

courage to follow and obey him.  God the king extends his scepter today to you.  That scepter is the cross 

of Christ.  Jesus is the only way for you to gain God’s favor.  Won’t you humble yourself, reach out, and 

take hold of him?  May God give you courage to do so! 
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1 Original Language, Personal English Translation, and Textual Notes 

Verse Hebrew Literal Translation Textual Notes 

Est 5:1 rc;Ûx]B; dmoú[]T;w:) tWkêl.m; ‘rTes.a, vB;Ûl.Tiw: yviªyliV.h; ~AYæB; Ÿyhiäy>w 

 bveúAy %l,M,h;w>û %l,M,_h; tyBeä xk;nOà tymiêynIP.h; ‘%l,“M,h;-tyBe 
`tyIB'(h; xt;P,î xk;nOà tWkêl.M;h; tybeäB. ‘AtWkl.m; aSeÛKi-l[; 

 

And so it was on the third day 
Esther put on her royalty and 
stood in the inner court of the 
king’s palace, in front of the 
king’s dwelling place, while the 
king sat on his royal throne 
inside the throne room opposite 
the palace entrance. 

Put on her royalty = put on her 
royal robes. 

Est 5:2 ha'îf.n" rceêx'B,( ‘td<“m,[o hK'ªl.M;h; rTeäs.a,-ta, %l,M,øh; tAa’r>ki •yhiy>w 

 rv,äa] ‘bh'Z"h; jybiÛr>v;-ta, rTeªs.a,l. %l,M,øh; jv,AY’w: wyn"+y[eB. !xeÞ 
 `jybi(r>V;h; varoïB. [G:ßTiw: rTeês.a, br:åq.Tiw: Adêy"B. 

 

And so it was when the king saw 
Esther the queen standing in the 
court, she received favor in his 
sight, and the king extended to 
Esther the golden scepter which 
was in his hand.  Then Esther 
approached and touched the 
head of the scepter. 

Received favor is literally carried 
or lifted favor. 

Est 5:3 %te²v'Q'B;-hm;W hK'_l.M;h; rTeäs.a, %L'Þ-hm; %l,M,êh; ‘Hl' rm,aYOÝw: 
`%l'( !te(N"ïyIw> tWkßl.M;h; yciîx]-d[; 

 

And the king said to her, “What 
is it, Queen Esther?  What is 
your request?  It shall be given 
to you, up to half the kingdom.” 

 

Est 5:4 ~AYëh; ‘!m'h'w> %l,M,Ûh; aAb’y" bAj+ %l,M,Þh;-l[;-~ai rTeês.a, rm,aToåw 

`Al) ytiyfiî['-rv,a] hT,Þv.Mih;-la, 
 

Then Esther said, “If it pleases 
the king, let the king and Haman 
come today to the feast which I 
have made for him.” 

 

Est 5:5 aboÜY"w: rTe_s.a, rb;äD>-ta, tAfß[]l; !m'êh'-ta, ‘Wrh]m; %l,M,êh; rm,aYOæw 

`rTe(s.a, ht'îf.['-rv,a] hT,Þv.Mih;-la, !m'êh'w> ‘%l,“M,h; 
 

Then the king said, “Bring 
Haman quickly, so we may do 
this thing Esther has requested.”  
So the king and Haman came to 
the feast Esther had made. 

 

Est 5:6 %l'_ !te(N"åyIw> %teÞl'aeV.-hm; !yIY:ëh; hTeäv.miB. ‘rTes.a,l. %l,M,Ûh; rm,aYo’w: 
`f['(tew> tWkßl.M;h; yciîx]-d[; %te²v'Q'B;-hm;W 

And the king said to Esther while 
they drank wine at the feast, 
“What is your request?  It shall 
be given to you.  What is your 
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Verse Hebrew Literal Translation Textual Notes 

 request?  Up to half the kingdom 
it shall be done.” 

Est 5:7 `yti(v'Q'b;W ytiÞl'aev. rm;_aTow: rTeÞs.a, ![;T;îw: So Esther answered and said, 
“This is my request and desire: 

 

Est 5:8 ‘ttel' bAjê ‘%l,“M,h;-l[;-~aiw> %l,M,ªh; ynEåy[eB. !xeø ytiac'’m'-~a 

 !m'ªh'w> %l,M,äh; aAbôy" yti_v'Q'B;-ta, tAfß[]l;w> ytiêl'aeäv.-ta, 
`%l,M,(h; rb;îd>Ki hf,Þ[/a,( rx'îm'W ~h,êl' hf,ä[/a,( rv,äa] ‘hT,v.Mih;-la, 

 

If I have found favor in the king’s 
sight, and if it pleases the king to 
grant my request, then let the 
king and Haman come to the 
feast I will make for them, and 
tomorrow I will do the word of 
the king.” 

 

Est 5:9 !m'’h' •tAar>kiw> ble_ bAjåw> x;meÞf' aWhêh; ~AYæB; ‘!m'h' aceÛYEw 

 aleîM'YIw: WNM,êmi [z"å-al{w> ‘~q'-al{w> %l,M,ªh; r[;v;äB. yk;øD|r>m'-ta,( 
`hm'(xe yk;ÞD|r>m'-l[;( !m'²h' 

 

And Haman went out that day 
joyful and glad of heart.  But 
when Haman saw Mordecai in 
the king’s gate, that he neither 
arose nor trembled before him, 
Haman was filled with rage 
against Mordecai. 

Rage has the connotation of 
heat, anger, poison. 

Est 5:10 wyb'Þh]ao-ta, abeîY"w: xl;²v.YIw: At+yBe-la, aAbßY"w: !m'êh' qP;äa;t.YIw 

`AT)v.ai vr,z<ï-ta,w> 
 

But Haman restrained himself 
and went home, and he sent 
and brought his friends and his 
wife Zeresh. 

Friends connotes close and 
beloved male friends. 

Est 5:11 rv,’a]-lK' •taew> wyn"+B' broåw> Arßv.[' dAbïK.-ta, !m'²h' ~h,îl' rPe’s;y>w 

`%l,M,(h; ydEïb.[;w> ~yrIßF'h;-l[; AaêF.nI rv,äa] taeäw> ‘%l,“M,h; AlÜD>GI 
 

And Haman recounted to them 
the abundance of his wealth, the 
number of his sons, all which the 
king has caused him to grow, 
and how he had lifted him up 
above the officials and servants 
of the king. 

 

Est 5:12 %l,M,²h;-~[i hK'ól.M;h; rTe’s.a, •ha'ybihe-al{ @a;ä è!m'h' érm,aYOw: 
 ynIïa] rx'²m'l.-~g:w> yti_Aa-~ai yKiä ht'f'Þ['-rv,a] hT,îv.Mih;-la, 

`%l,M,(h;-~[i Hl'Þ-aWrq") 
 

Then Haman said, “Even Esther 
the queen brought in no one but 
me with the king to the feast 
which she made, and also for 
tomorrow I am called to her with 
the king! 

 

Est 5:13 yk;äD|r>m'-ta, ‘ha,ro ynIÜa] rv,’a] t[eª-lk'B. yli_ hw<ßvo WNn<ïyae hz<̈-lk'w>  But all this does not satisfy me  
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Verse Hebrew Literal Translation Textual Notes 

`%l,M,(h; r[;v;îB. bveÞAy ydIêWhY>h; 
 

every time that I see Mordecai 
the Jew sitting at the king’s gate. 

Est 5:14 ~yViämix] H:boåG" é#[e-Wf[]y:) wyb'ªh]ao)-lk'w> ATøv.ai vr<z<’ •Al rm,aToåw: 
 wyl'ê[' ‘yk;D|r>m'-ta,( WlÜt.yIw> %l,M,ªl; rmoåa/ Ÿrq,Boåb;W èhM'a; 

 !m'Þh' ynEïp.li rb'²D"h; bj;óyYIw: x;me_f' hT,Þv.Mih;-la, %l,M,îh;-~[i-abo)W 

`#[e(h' f[;Y:ïw: 
 

Then Zeresh his wife and all his 
friends said to him, “Make a tree 
fifty cubits high, and in the 
morning tell the king to have 
Mordecai hanged on it, then go 
in joyfully with the king to the 
feast.”  The word was good 
before Haman, and he had the 
tree made. 

Tree in this context is a gallows. 
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2 Exegetical Outline – Esther 5:1-14 (verse summary) 

V1.  After fasting for three days in preparation for her uninvited visit to the king, Esther clothed 

herself in her royal robes and stood in the king’s throne room opposite the palace entrance. 

V2.  Despite her lack of a summons, Queen Esther won favor with the king when he extended his 

royal scepter and she touched its head. 

V3.  The king asked Queen Esther to request whatever she desired and he would grant it to her, 

using the gracious protocol of promising up to half his kingdom. 

V4.  Esther humbly requested for the king and Haman to come this day to a feast she had 

prepared for him. 

V5.  The king granted Esther’s request and called for Haman to come quickly, and they went to 

Esther’s feast. 

V6.  While they were drinking and feasting, the king asked Esther what she wished, promising to 

grant it, again using the protocol of promising up to half his kingdom. 

V7.  Esther answered the king, explaining that her wish and request was as follows. 

V8.  Esther again humbly requested for the king and Haman to come tomorrow to a feast she will 

prepare for them tomorrow, promising at that feast to make her request known to the king. 

V9.  Haman left the feast in a joyful mood, but when he saw Mordecai sitting in the king’s gate, 

neither arising nor trembling to give him honor, his joyful mood turned to rage against Mordecai.  

V10.  Haman restrained his rage against Mordecai and went home, where he sent for his close 

friends and Zeresh his wife. 

V11.  Then in their company, Haman recounted to them his glory in his great wealth and many 

sons, all the ways the king had honored him, and how the king had promoted him above all the 

other king’s officials and servants. 

V12.  Haman added that even Esther the queen allowed no one but him to come to the king’s 

feast, and tomorrow he is even invited with the king to the feast she will prepare. 

V13.  Then Haman lamented that all his glory was worthless to him as long as he sees Mordecai 

the Jews sitting at the king’s gate. 

V14a.  Haman’s wife Zeresh and all his friends replied by instructing Haman to prepare a 

gallows 75 feet high, and in the morning to tell the king to hang Mordecai from it so Haman may 

thereby go joyfully to the feast with the king. 

V14b.  The idea proposed by Zeresh and Haman’s friends pleased him, so he had the gallows 

made for Mordecai’s execution. 
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3 Exegetical Outline – Esther 5:1-14 (full) 

I. At risk of her life, Esther courageously entered the king’s throne room uninvited to 

request the king save her people from slaughter (vv. 1-5). 

a. Esther displayed courage and won the king’s favor (vv. 1-2). 

i. V1.  After fasting for three days in preparation for her uninvited visit to the 

king, Esther clothed herself in her royal robes and stood in the king’s throne 

room opposite the palace entrance. 

ii. V2.  Despite her lack of a summons, Queen Esther won favor with the king 

when he extended his royal scepter and she touched its head. 

b. Esther made her initial request and the king granted her desire (vv. 3-5). 

i. V3.  The king asked Queen Esther to request whatever she desired and he 

would grant it to her, using the gracious protocol of promising up to half his 

kingdom. 

ii. V4.  Esther humbly requested for the king and Haman to come this day to a 

feast she had prepared for him. 

iii. V5.  The king granted Esther’s request and called for Haman to come quickly, 

and they went to Esther’s feast. 

II. At the feast she prepared for the king, Esther timidly stalled in her request for the king to 

save her people, instead inviting the king and Haman to another feast the next day when 

she would make her request known (vv. 6-8). 

a. V6.  While they were drinking and feasting, the king asked Esther what she wished, 

promising to grant it, again using the protocol of promising up to half his kingdom. 

b. V7.  Esther answered the king, explaining that her wish and request was as follows. 

c. V8.  Esther again humbly requested for the king and Haman to come tomorrow to a 

feast she will prepare for them tomorrow, promising at that feast to make her request 

known to the king. 

III. Haman is unable to joyfully feast with the king and queen as long as Mordecai sits in the 

king’s gate, so he plots a public state gallows execution for Mordecai (vv. 9-14). 

a. Haman’s joyful heart is turned to rage against Mordecai (vv. 9-10). 

i. V9.  Haman left the feast in a joyful mood, but when he saw Mordecai sitting 

in the king’s gate, neither arising nor trembling to give him honor, his joyful 

mood turned to rage against Mordecai.  
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ii. V10.  Haman restrained his rage against Mordecai and went home, where he 

sent for his close friends and Zeresh his wife. 

b. Haman plots to restore his joyful heart by requesting Mordecai’s execution and 

thereby satiating his rage (vv. 11-14). 

i. V11.  Then in their company, Haman recounted to them his glory in his great 

wealth and many sons, all the ways the king had honored him, and how the 

king had promoted him above all the other king’s officials and servants. 

ii. V12.  Haman added that even Esther the queen allowed no one but him to 

come to the king’s feast, and tomorrow he is even invited with the king to the 

feast she will prepare. 

iii. V13.  Then Haman lamented that all his glory was worthless to him as long as 

he sees Mordecai the Jews sitting at the king’s gate. 

iv. V14a.  Haman’s wife Zeresh and all his friends replied by instructing Haman 

to prepare a gallows 75 feet high, and in the morning to tell the king to hang 

Mordecai from it so Haman may thereby go joyfully to the feast with the king. 

v. V14b.  The idea proposed by Zeresh and Haman’s friends pleased him, so he 

had the gallows made for Mordecai’s execution. 
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4 Exegetical Outline – Esther 5:1-14 (abbreviated) 

Exegetical Proposition: Esther exhibited courage, humility, and timidity as she plotted her 

request of the king to save her people from slaughter; Haman exhibited arrogance, boldness, and 

pride as he plotted his request of the king to execute Mordecai. 

I. At risk of her life, Esther courageously entered the king’s throne room uninvited to 

request the king save her people from slaughter (vv. 1-5). 

II. At the feast she prepared for the king, Esther timidly stalled in her request for the king to 

save her people, instead inviting the king and Haman to another feast the next day when 

she would make her request known (vv. 6-8). 

III. Haman is unable to joyfully feast with the king and queen as long as Mordecai sits in the 

king’s gate, so he plots a public state gallows execution for Mordecai (vv. 9-14). 
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5 Theological Outline – Esther 5:1-14 

Theological Proposition: When petitioning for justice, Christians ought to exhibit courage and 

humility when making plans, trust God’s providence for another opportunity if fear momentarily 

overcomes them, and guard against prideful and haughty attitudes regarding their plans since 

such sin often precipitates a ruinous fall. 

I. Christians ought to be willing to risk their lives for the sake of others (especially other 

believers), and although believers may feel timid and fearful, they should rely on God to 

strengthen them in both courage and humility when making their petitions to those who 

have the power to do justice (vv. 1-5). 

II. If timidity or fear overcomes us in the moment, Christians must hope in God’s 

providence to provide another opportunity to do what is right with courage and humility 

(vv. 6-8). 

III. The enemies of courage and humility are arrogant boldness and pride, therefore 

Christians must guard against these sinful attitudes because they often precipitate an 

ironic reversal that plunge the prideful and haughty into deserved ruin (vv. 9-14). 
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6 Notes on Esther 5:1-14 

1. Vv1-2.  This must have been a very tense moment as Esther stood before the king awaiting 

his decision to pardon her or give her the lawful death sentence.  Note the contrast of queens 

Esther and Vashti.  Vashti refused to appear before the king when summoned and was 

rejected; Esther appeared before the king without summons and was received. 

2. V1.  Esther, in this moment, began to reject her pagan identity and accept her true identity as 

one of God’s people.  Up till now, Esther had the knowledge of faith, and the assent of faith, 

but only now does she take the last and crucial step of trusting faith.  She finally put her trust 

in the God whom she knew and believed was true.  At this point, as James says, she is 

justified in our eyes by her works and not by a faith that is alone—a faith that is dead (Jas 

2:24).  At last we can see Esther’s fruit (of course can see the root before the fruit, we can 

only see the fruit).  She has shown us her faith by her works (Jas 2:18). Like Esther, we also 

need a transformation of character so that we no longer live as pagans, identify as pagans, 

and think with a pagan worldview.  This cannot happen by efforts to change your behavior.  

That is akin to salvation by keeping the law.  It cannot be done because we are powerless to 

keep the law, and because the law is unable to provide us that transformative power.  Nothing 

but the work of the Holy Spirit transforming your heart will cultivate the change you need.  

Only the Holy Spirit can produce in you the fruit of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control (Gal 5:22-23).  Without this 

transformation, sovereignly initiated and continued by the Holy Spirit, you will never reach 

your full potential as a human being created in the image of God, and you will never reach 

your full purpose that God desires for you in his redemptive plan to further his kingdom 

through the work of his people the Church. 

3. V1.  Esther recognized that she stood in the valley of decision.  It was time for her to decide 

and act.  Here we encounter the intersection of divine sovereignty and human action.  

Christians ought to trust that everything depends on the will of God and pray to that end.  

Conversely and paradoxically, Christians ought to act as if God is using them to accomplish 

his will.  We must avoid the extremes of (1) doing nothing and (2) feeling that we must do 

everything.  Mordecai helped Esther to navigate between these two extremes (Est 4:13-14).  

So Esther fasted, demonstrating her reliance upon God, and Esther stood uninvited before the 

king, demonstrating her courage to depend on God in her own action.  Her decision had stark 

life or death consequences.  There is archaeological evidence portraying an ax-wielding 

Mede standing behind the king’s throne ready to exact the death penalty at the king’s 

command.  Esther likely stood before the king and the appointed executioner. 

4. V1.  On the “third day” Esther appeared before the throne on behalf of her people.  There is a 

Jewish midrash (historical accumulation of ancient Jewish rabbinic commentary) on this 

passage that links other instances in the OT when Israel was in distress but delivered after 

three days (Gen 22:4; 31:22; Jon 1:17).  From such passages arose a belief within Jewish 

tradition that the “dead” will only come to life after three days, citing the prophetic teaching 
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of Hosea 6:2.
1
  See also Philippians 2:1-13 for Christ’s humiliation and exaltation that 

occurred on the third day (his resurrection). 

5. V1.  It should be encouraging to us that even a person not known for her courage could rise 

to the occasion when duty and valor called.  Esther was able to act with great courage though 

she was untested and was in fact hiding her identity as one of God’s chosen people.  She kept 

her faith private.  Such a character emerges in the story as an unlikely candidate for 

displaying courage and being the resolute founder of the Feast of Purim.  Also note that when 

confronted with grave danger, we need not be paralyzed with fear.  God is able to strengthen 

us to face our fears with courage and dignity, regardless of the outcome.  Esther acted by 

doing what was right despite her fear of death at the king’s hand and trusted God with the 

results.  Lastly, note that Esther faced her fear with a faithful reliance upon God who is able 

to deliver from danger.  Prayer is not mentioned in the text, but Esther and her attendants 

fasted for three days in preparation for approaching the king uninvited.  For Jews, fasting and 

prayer were closely linked as demonstrative appeals to God to hear and grant their requests.  

Esther realized that the outcome of her decision depended entirely upon God’s will.  

Christians ought to live this way as well.  Esther did not have a Bible promise for personal 

safety and deliverance from the king’s death decree.  Neither do you in the face of your 

personal dangers.  God’s promises are for his people collectively.  But like Esther we can be 

confident that God will do what is right and will fulfill his covenant promises to save and 

vindicate his people, of which we are rightful members. 

6. V1.  The queen dressed herself in her royal robes.  This made her more attractive and 

highlighted her position as the queen.  Such attire could have helped sway the king’s heart to 

extend her grace for unlawfully appearing in his presence unannounced.  At the moment she 

was taking up the cause of her people (the Jews), she was claiming the rights and privileges 

of her royal position as queen (of the Persians). 

7. V2.  King Xerxes protected Queen Esther from the law when he extended the golden scepter 

to her.  She touched its head and accepted his pardon.  This act of mercy bodes well for 

Esther’s request and foreshadows the deliverance of the Jews later in the book.  That the 

deliverance of Esther occurs on the third day foreshadows the deliverance of Jesus Christ 

from the grave on the third day, which foreshadows the deliverance of Christians (Christ’s 

people) on the last day.  Foreshadowing is an important literary device in the book of Esther 

and the Bible as a whole.  It can serve the function of type-antitype as well when the 

foreshadowing points to a fulfillment in Christ.  “This scene pictures a gracious act of a king 

who holds life-and-death power.  Had God not extended the cross of Jesus Christ to the 

world, all would die in his presence.  ‘On the third day’ after the final judgment transpired on 

the cross, Jesus Christ arose to imperishable life, guaranteeing safety to enter God’s presence 

to all who reach out in faith to touch that cross-shaped scepter.”
2
 

                                                 

1
 Karen Jobes, Esther, NIVAC, 146-7. 

2
 Karen Jobes, Esther, NIVAC, 147. 
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8. V2.  For just the second time (so far) in the story Esther is addressed as “Queen Esther” 

implying the importance that her position played at this point in the narrative.  Esther is 

referred to as “Queen Esther” 14 times in the book, and only once before 5:2 (when 

Mordecai addresses her as such).  This illustrates that Esther assumes the dignity and power 

of her royal position only after she decides to identify herself as a child of God.  Esther 

identifies herself with her people the Jews now that they are under threat of extermination.  

Only now does she truly grow into the role of queen.  God has prepared her for such a time 

as this (Est 4:14).  Once she identified herself with God’s people, her decision empowered 

her to action as she was personally transformed to fit the crown she bore—dignified, 

courageous, and powerful. 

9. V2. Esther (and the hearers of the story) is relieved when the king extends grace to her.  Is 

this a coincidence or evidence of blind fate?  In the background is the doctrine of God’s 

sovereignty and providence.  The LORD is able to turn the heart of the king to obey his will 

(Prov 21:1).  This is the turning point in the book of Esther, prefiguring the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ as the turning point of the history of redemption, and foreshadowing the general 

resurrection on the last day.  The general resurrection is prefigured in the salvation of the 

Jews across the Persian Empire at the end of the book of Esther.  Esther’s salvation is to the 

Jews’ salvation as Christ’s justification before God the king is to the Christian’s justification 

before God the king.  The king’s favor on Esther prefigures God’s favor on Christ the 

obedient son of God who redeems us (cf. Mt 3:17; 2 Pet 1:17).  It also illustrates the parable 

of the unjust judge, illustrating how God is a just judge who hears the faithful and persistent 

prayers of his people (Lk 18:1-8).  Esther came to a proud and unstable ruler; we come to the 

loving and gracious God of heaven, the same who pardoned our sins in the place of his son 

Jesus Christ.  Esther had no call to address the king.  We have a call from God himself and a 

promise to ask so he will give us what we need (Mt 7:7-11).  Esther had no advocate to plead 

her case and be her mediator before the king.  What is more, the king’s second in command 

was her enemy.  We have an advocate in Jesus who pleads our case before the heavenly King.  

What is more, our advocate is the Son of God who is our loving brother.  Therefore let us 

come boldly before the throne of grace (Heb 4:16). 

10. Vv3-4.  Imagine if Esther had seized upon the king’s gracious offer and asked for Haman’s 

head on a platter (like Salome the daughter of Herodias did later; cf. Mk 6:17-29)!  Of course 

this would have been pointless vengeance, for the Jews would still be in danger, and the king 

might have judged her request unreasonable (she would have had to produce a reason, and 

the timing was not yet right).  Salome’s impetuous request did not stop the mission of John 

the Baptist because Jesus continued to preach and fulfilled his mission.  Neither would 

asking for Haman’s head halt the violence against the Jews throughout the Persian Empire on 

the appointed day.  Esther would need to be circumspect and shrewd in the timing and place 

of her request. 

11. V3.  Xerxes makes the same promise that Herod made to Salome (the girl who danced for 

him and his party guests; cf. Mk 6:23).  The promise (up to half the kingdom) is meant to 

show the generosity of the king.  It is a courtly conventional idiom used to prevent the 

requestor from speaking her full heart, and to assure her that he would grant her anything 

within reason.  It would be bad protocol if Esther actually asked for half the kingdom for 
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herself.  Note that making such a promise is foolish.  The king obligates himself to fulfill the 

request, even if the request is outrageous. 

12. Vv4-8.  Some suggest that Esther’s delay tactic is not so much evidence of her timidity, but 

her wisdom and self-control to choose just the right moment to make her request to the king. 

13. Vv4-5.  Esther responded to the king’s conventional generosity with conventional deference.  

The king has displayed his graciousness; now Esther displays her humility.  Note that the 

king is now obligated to the queen.  When Esther includes Haman, she disarms and 

neutralizes him.  He does not deserve to be included, so he cannot presume upon his honor at 

the feast (even though he does at the next feast!).  The proud are not easily disarmed. 

14. V4.  Esther didn’t chicken out in the king’s throne room.  She had carefully planned her 

course of action.  By inviting the king to a feast made for him, she obligated him to herself 

(just as the king had invited guests to the feasts in chapter 1 and so obligated them to 

himself).  By inviting Haman to come along to the feast, she flattered his pride and set him 

up for his fall from the king’s graces. 

15. V4.  Esther made a wise but daring decision to invite the king to a feast prepared for him.  

This would likely put him at ease and in a merry mood to grant Esther’s request.  It was also 

wise of Esther to invite Haman, the king’s favorite, to make the king comfortable in his 

presence. 

16. V5.  The king quickly summoned Haman to make haste with him to Esther’s feast.  This 

indicates that the king was pleased to obligate himself to Esther, and also pleased that 

Haman, his favorite, was invited. 

17. V6.  The king is now in a merry mood and extends his grace to his wife Esther again.  She is 

offered anything within reason.  Previously in the story when the king was drinking wine, 

Queen Vashti was deposed of her position.  Again the king is drinking wine and feasting.  

What will be the fate of Esther?  Will she anger the king and end up deposed as well?  

Without her position and power as queen where would the Jews find a savior? 

18. Vv7-8.  Esther may have experienced a moment of timidity and cowardice, but certainly her 

delay heightens the dramatic tension, and allows for the opportunity for Haman to plot 

Mordecai’s demise.  The delay has the effect of raising the stakes in this face-off to the death.  

Who will die?  Mordecai, the Jews, Haman?  Perhaps Esther invited Haman to force the king 

to decide immediately, in the presence of Haman, once she makes her request. 

19. V8.  Haman leaves the palace excited that he alone was invited to dine with the king and 

queen.  How important he must be!  But on the way out the palace gate his pride is pricked 

when Mordecai sits without rising or honoring Haman’s presence.  This sends Haman, who 

only moments before was riding on cloud nine, into a vengeful inner rage aimed at Mordecai.   

But Haman finds the strength to restrain himself.  Contrast Esther’s restraint with Haman’s 

restraint (v. 10).  Esther restrains herself (perhaps in fear and humility) and in the course of 

subsequent events it leads to a perfect opportunity to make her request (Est 7:3-10).  Haman 

restrains himself (in anger and pride) and in the course of subsequent events it leads to a 

perfectly inopportune time to make his request (Est 6:6-10).  These results were no accident.  
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God was at work orchestrating all the events of the story to work for the good of his people 

and for poetic justice on his enemies. 

20. Vv9-14.  This is a foreboding plot twist for Mordecai.  Esther has stalled her request to the 

king.  Will it be too late now to save Mordecai’s life?  Events seem to be moving too fast for 

him to escape Haman’s wrath. 

21. V9.  Before Haman was angry at Mordecai for not bowing to him (Est 3:2-6).  Ironically, 

now Haman is furious at Mordecai because he will not rise in his presence.  Mordecai the 

Jew’s stubborn refusal to give any customary deference to Haman the Agagite sinks to a new 

low.  By not standing or trembling in Haman’s presence, Mordecai expresses a stronger 

refusal to show Haman even a shred of honor.  Haman’s response to Mordecai’s 

incorrigibility is an example of how hatred and bitterness are very serious sins.  They cloud 

our thinking, they have deep roots in our hearts, and they kill our ability to have joy in the 

good things of life.  Is there a person who whenever you see or think about stirs up feelings 

of hatred and bitterness?  Don’t try to correct your heart with technique or distraction.  Don’t 

try to justify your hatred for that person.  Don’t try to suppress your hatred, deny it, or hide it.  

Only God can remove the hatred and bitterness you feel for others, and he is able to uproot it 

by changing your heart attitude from hatred to love, from condemnation to forgiveness.  

Confess your hatred and bitterness to God.  Repent of harboring those sinful thoughts.  Trust 

God that Christ’s sacrifice on the cross is more than sufficient to cleanse from all 

unrighteousness and make you pure. 

22. V10.  Haman’s exercise in self-restraint is contrasted with Esther’s self-control.  Esther 

waited soberly, patiently, and with eyes wide-open for the right moment to strike with her 

request at risk to herself.  She requested salvation for her people and judgment for Haman.  

Conversely, Haman waited impatiently with blinded eyes for the first moment to strike with 

his request at no perceived risk to himself.  He requested judgment for Mordecai and for the 

Jews.  Haman’s self-restraint was of a type that revealed his foolishness and selfishness.  

Esther’s self-control was of a type that revealed her courage and selflessness. 

23. Vv11-14.  This episode involving discussion between Haman and Zeresh his wife is 

reminiscent of the exchange between King Ahab and Jezebel (1 Kgs 21:1-16).  Ahab, not 

satisfied with all his wealth, glory, and honor, sulked because there was one thing that he did 

not possess: Naboth’s vineyard.  Haman had it all except one thing, the honor of an 

insignificant palace guard named Mordecai.  Jezebel advised her husband Ahab to just kill 

Naboth then seize his vineyard by claiming royal prerogative.  Zeresh advised her husband 

Haman to just kill Mordecai to satisfy his lust for honor or vengeance.  “The satisfaction of 

human pride in its demand for honor and respect outweigh the value of human life in the 

pagan world of Persia.”
3
  Once again, the irony drips from this passage.  In chapter 1 (Est 

1:22) the king had decreed for the entire Persian empire that every man must be ruler over his 

own household, but now Haman hastily accepts the evil counsel of his wife and friends.  

Both the king and Haman, when their sense of honor is offended, resort to brute exercise of 

                                                 

3
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power to save face.  But all who are in on the joke laugh behind their backs.  All reasonable 

people who rule their households well know from experience that brute displays of power 

and demanding respect will never solicit sincere honor.  The astute reader recognizes this and 

thinks Haman is a joke! 

24. V11.  The ancient Greek historian Herodotus wrote that in Persian culture the most honored 

virtue was valor in battle followed next by possessing a large number of sons.  Haman had 10 

sons (Est 9:7-10) and boasted about his glory.  Haman’s false confidence exhibited in his 

boastful pride symbolizes the prideful false confidence of those belonging to the kingdom of 

Satan. 

25. V12.  Haman displays his enormous pride.  The biblically-informed reader knows this spells 

doom for Haman (Prov 16:18; 29:23).  Pride comes before a fall, and the bigger they are the 

harder they fall! 

26. V13.  Haman’s pride and hatred for Mordecai manifests itself in covetousness.  He violates 

the tenth commandment by harboring discontent with his outward estate.  Haman cannot be 

satisfied with all his outward prosperity and glory because there is one insignificant person 

who refuses to glorify him. 

27. V13.  Haman has a feast to attend tomorrow night, and he has a problem.  He will not be able 

to enjoy himself, to sit down to eat and drink with the king and queen, as long as the stench 

of Mordecai’s refusal to give him honor lingers.  In order for Haman to be merry at 

tomorrow’s feast, he must kill Mordecai.  Haman is a man whose pride and arrogance have 

control over him.  This episode and the decision he makes to eliminate Mordecai uncover his 

impulsiveness and slavery to his base desires.  Haman must be happy, and he will do 

anything (and quickly!) to be happy. 

28. V14.  Haman is the archetypal “overreacher.”  His goals and plans are so extravagant and 

overreaching that he is doomed to failure.  His personal ambition is too excessive to succeed, 

although he is lulled into a sense of invincibility when he considers the glory and position he 

has managed to achieve.  The gallows was to be 75 feet high (measuring the height of his 

pride and perceived self-importance)!  Perhaps it would reach such a height by standing on a 

hill, city wall, or other structure.  The excessive gallows height was meant to display to many 

the consequences of dishonoring Haman.  It would confirm to the Jews living in exile who 

had not returned to Judea that they were in fact cursed of God (Dt 21:23).  Ironically, the 

same gallows Haman prepared for Mordecai proved to be the display of Haman’s dishonor! 

29. V14.  In the Persian culture of the time, executed persons were displayed in public on high 

stakes.  The bodies were impaled on sharpened poles to humiliate the person, his family, and 

his friends.  The “gallows” that Haman prepares is likely such a pole.  Not death by hanging, 

but death by impaling. 

30. V14.  This is a literary “staring contest.”  Who will blink first: Esther or Haman?  Mordecai’s 

life now hangs on who has greater influence with the king: Esther his queen or Haman his 

right-hand man.  Ironically, Haman as the devious royal adviser has appeared thus far to be in 

control of the king’s decisions.  Now Haman appears to be controlled by the decisions of his 
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wife and friends.  This is a hint in the story that Haman is losing control.  He is confident that 

the king will grant his request to execute Mordecai the next morning.  But unbeknownst to 

Haman, he is actually being led to the slaughter, and on his own gallows too! 
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7 Sermon References 

Mark 6:22-25  22 For when Herodias's daughter came in and danced, she 
pleased Herod and his guests. And the king said to the girl, "Ask me for 
whatever you wish, and I will give it to you."  23 And he vowed to her, 
"Whatever you ask me, I will give you, up to half of my kingdom."  24 And 
she went out and said to her mother, "For what should I ask?" And she 
said, "The head of John the Baptist."  25 And she came in immediately with 
haste to the king and asked, saying, "I want you to give me at once the 
head of John the Baptist on a platter." 

Proverbs 11:2  When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with the 
humble is wisdom. 

Proverbs 15:33  The fear of the LORD is instruction in wisdom, and 
humility comes before honor. 

Proverbs 16:18  Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before 
a fall. 

Proverbs 18:12  Before destruction a man's heart is haughty, but humility 
comes before honor. 

Proverbs 22:4  The reward for humility and fear of the LORD is riches and 
honor and life. 

Proverbs 29:23  One's pride will bring him low, but he who is lowly in spirit 
will obtain honor. 

Proverbs 29:25  The fear of man lays a snare, but whoever trusts in the 
LORD is safe. 

Proverbs 14:12  There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is 
the way to death. 

Proverbs 14:27  The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, that one may 
turn away from the snares of death. 

 

 




