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New Living Translation Study Bible 
Doctrinally Questionable Notes 

Compiled by Brian M. Sandifer 

 

1. Lev 14:34.  Commentator suggests that God is not actually involved in seemingly accidental 

events, but that this is just the way absolute biblical monotheism is expressed. 

2. Num 1:22-23.  NLT blanks much of the wording that is repetitive in this and other similar 

"counting" verses. 

3. Dt 2:30.  Comment about King Sihon's hard heart admits the presence of mystery, but in the 

end God is impotent to change a hard heart! 

4. Pg. 314.  Note teaches that Israel had the freedom to accept or reject the suzerain-vassal 

covenant arrangement.  Is this true? 

5. Dt 29:29.  "Apparent contradiction".  Could it be that the mysterious secret is revealed in the 

NT as the relationship between the Abrahamic promise and the Mosaic covenant law? 

6. Josh 2:4-5.  Strange no comment on Rahab's lie--no need to condemn or condone it? 

7. Pg. 467.  God's grace and will are ultimately resistible (contra irresistible grace), as 

evidenced in the case of Saul. 

8. Pg. 765.  Are Israelite kings merely secular servants?  Not under a theocracy or theocratic 

monarchy.  This is projecting modern secular government theories on OT Israel. 

9. Ps 106:40-46.  Mosaic covenant curses vs. Abrahamic blessing. 

10. Ps 132:11-12.  Note makes a distinction between God's promise and covenant.  Note seems 

to imply all covenants are conditional. 

11. Jer 18:18-19:26.  Note seems to suggest that spontaneous prayers are better than carefully 

crafted written prayers.  Also, is it clear that Jeremiah's prayers were spontaneous since they 

are written in a book? 

12. Am 1:2.  Note says that this verse quotes Joel 3:16, but on p. 1442 the note concludes that 

Joel was most likely a post-exilic prophet.  This is impossible if Amos quotes Joel. 

13. Pg 1647.  Article on The Coming of the Kingdom contains a dispensational element.  Jewish 

national hopes to be fulfilled in the kingdom's consummation. 

14. Mt 20:28.  "Ransom for many" becomes ransom for all.  Aversion to Limited Atonement? 

15. Mt 26:28.  More aversion to Limited Atonement? 

16. Mk 4:14-20.  Note explains that the point of the parable of the Sower is to be good soil!  

Nothing said about how the parable is primarily descriptive of how the kingdom 

works/grows, not primarily prescriptive. 

17. Jn 12:36.  Note teaches decisional regeneration, but the verse does not as it speaks of faith 

and adoption. 

18. Jn 12:39.  Note turns "couldn't believe" into something like "wouldn't believe". 

19. Acts 2:23-28.  Is the crucifixion sinful man's attempt to thwart God's plan of salvation and 

not also God's mysterious foreordained plan? 

20. Rom 8:29-30.  NLT is a very loose translation, not using the traditional words "predestine" 

and "justify".  Notes don't clarify, so that God's "choosing" masks the doctrine of 

predestination. 

21. Rom 8:26.  Note interprets "groanings" as meaningless utterances which are the Spirit's 

words, not ours (ecstatic tongues?). 

22. Rom 14:15.  "Jewish" way of observing Sabbath no longer binds Christians. 
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23. 2 Cor 5:14-17.  In a passage that seems to teach unlimited atonement, the study notes affirm 

that Christ died for believers. 

24. Phil 1:1.  Note argues that elders and deacons in Philippi are evidence that no "professional" 

pastors or priests existed in the early church. 

25. Pp. 2201-2205.  Article argues against Sola Scriptura and Scripture interprets Scripture.  It 

has a curiously "Roman Catholic" sound in a Protestant context. 


