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How to Be Truly Thankful 
Luke 17.1-19 

Brian M. Sandifer 

 

You can only be truly thankful when you receive by faith undeserved mercy from God (simply 

trusting in Jesus Christ and his work for you).  Being thankful to God for his mercy will enable 

you to be a thankful person, especially when you are tested to give mercy to difficult people. 

 

Introduction – Story of hearing on the radio that global economic news looks promising, 

therefore a good stock market is coming.  On top of this, the weather forecast is for pleasant 

conditions!  The commentator said, “So we’ll have something to be thankful for this 

Thanksgiving”.  Is our thankfulness conditioned on the size of our wallet and the temperature 

outside?  When the money disappears, and the weather gets wet and cold, are you unable to give 

thanks?  Are you able to give thanks only when life is trending up?  Or is there a better way?   

The lone leper was thankful (vv. 11-19) 

Retell the story with explanation.  Why was this Samaritan the only thankful one? 

Because he understood God’s undeserved mercy (vv. 7-10, 16b) 

He was an outsider, a non-Israelite who recognized that he had no claim at all on God’s 

blessings.  All he had was faith in a merciful God.  He was at best an unprofitable servant, so he 

could not boast in being healed of his disease.  He did not “deserve it” because of his identity, 

social position, covenantal position, or ancestry. 

And because he had real faith (vv. 5-6) 

The Samaritan didn’t have “more” faith than the others.  What he had was a real faith.  The 

others had a professed but pretend faith.  They sought the gift and not the giver; their healing 

rather than their healer; their restoration to their family rather than their restoration to God.  The 

Samaritan had the faith the size of a mustard seed, but it was real faith, and Jesus honored his 

genuine faith by declaring “your faith has made you well” (or, “your faith has saved you”).  

Genuine faith produces a thankful heart, a grateful heart, a heart that is not proud, and a heart 

that is quick to extend mercy to others. 

This thankful faith ought to be merciful (vv. 3-4) 

When someone sins against you, saying “I forgive you” isn’t always easy.  Most of us don’t have 

too much trouble with forgiving an occasional offense, but Jesus presents an extreme example to 

drive home the point.  Saying “I forgive you” and truly forgiving that person by never holding it 

against them again by wiping clean their record with you, is near impossible when the offenses 

pile up. 

 

The disciples understood Jesus perfectly.  In a sense, they said “That’s impossible!  You’ve got 

to give us great faith to do that!”  But Jesus responded that great faith is not necessary, only real 

faith, and real faith will prompt the simple and humble obedience of a servant attending to his 

master’s command.  Jesus is saying that people who obtain mercy from God should overflow 
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with mercy to others.  Even to those who have sinned against us!  If the one who sins against you 

repents and asks for forgiveness, then you must have mercy by giving forgiveness—full and free.  

Even if the same person sins against you again and again and again.  If there is repentance, then 

there must be forgiveness—because God has forgiven you infinitely more.  God mercy to you in 

forgiving your sins and restoring you to God’s favor is more than enough mercy in your life to 

overflow to those who sin against you. 

 

Apply to Thanksgiving holiday and difficult family dynamics that many face.  Lots of strained 

and broken relationships due to sin in the recent and distant past. 

a. Parent-child 

b. In-laws 

c. Sibling 

d. Husband-wife 

Because woe to faith without mercy (vv. 1-2) 

If you have a hard time forgiving because the sins against you don’t stop, or if there is no 

evidence of repentance, then you must return to the cross of Jesus to understand yourself 

rightly—as an undeserving sinner saved by the infinite grace of God poured out on you.  It is 

only at the foot of the cross where you may find the mercy you need to mercifully forgive others.  

But if you resolve to hold a grudge or to retain the “moral high ground” by not absorbing the sin 

and extending mercy, then the “millstone woe” Jesus pronounces in Luke 17:2 hangs over you. 

 

Conclusion – The way to be truly thankful is not dependent on the size of your annual Christmas 

gift budget, or the market fluctuations of your retirement account, or a good year at the office, or 

your health, or your family’s relative tranquility, or anything else that is trending up in your life.  

Being thankful is totally dependent on your thankfulness to God for the mercy you’ve received 

from Jesus Christ.  Jesus found his strength in his heavenly Father to forgive and absorb your sin 

on the cross.   True thankfulness always flows from the cross where we receive mercy for 

ourselves—more than enough for us to keep and give away.  If you need to repent of your sin 

against someone this Thanksgiving, do so quickly.  Don’t let another holiday go by without 

seeking forgiveness and reconciliation.  If you look deep down inside and discover you don’t 

have it in you, then I hope you won’t be able to forget this sermon.  Not until that emptiness 

drives you to your knees, to the foot of the cross begging God to bless you with his infinite 

mercy given to sinners who need forgiveness, the power to forgive, and hearts overflowing with 

thanksgiving. 

 


