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Psalms 14 – Fools are Losers!  The Wise are Winners! 

• Psalm 14 is a satirical poem, with a biting and laughing tone.  It is also a wisdom lament, 

teaching the worshiping community to trust and obey the LORD, to wait for the fool’s 

judgment and their own restoration. 

• Psalm 14 records three voices and comments on each: the fool, the LORD, and David/Israel. 

• There is a tension in the psalm.  On one hand, no one is good and no one seeks God—not 

even one!  On the other hand, there is a company of the righteous who are not a part of the 

evildoers.  This tension is resolved in the gospel—all are sinners, yet the righteous shall live 

by faith (Hab 2:4; Rom 1:17; Gal 3:11). 

 

1. The Fool’s Character 

a. Practical (not theoretical) atheism (1) 

i. “There is no God” is a confession of God’s impotence, inaction, and 

irrelevance, not a philosophical confession that no god actually exists. 

ii. For practical purposes, the fool acts as though there is no God. 

b. Two observations about the fool (1-4) 

i. According to David’s vantage point on earth, the fool has corrupt character 

(1c), evil deeds (1c), and no good deeds (1d). 

ii. According to the LORD’s vantage point in heaven, David is right!  Indeed, all 

the children of men have corrupt character (3b), all have turned aside from 

wisdom and understanding (2c, 3a), and absolutely all have no good deeds 

(3c-d).  Cf. Rom 3:10-12 

2. The Fool’s Fate 

a. God’s satirical question (4) 

i. Evildoers (fools) have no knowledge and will never learn (4a) 

ii. They are so foolish that they eat/devour Israel with the same 

carefree/indifferent attitude as they eat bread! (4b) 

iii. They are so foolish they will never call upon the LORD! (4c) 

b. David’s satirical taunting (5-6) 

i. Fools act wickedly—no wonder they are overwhelmed with dread and in great 

terror!  They live as if God does not exist, yet God is present with the 

righteous. (5) 

ii. Fools plan against the poor, but the LORD is their refuge—he will protect 

them. (6)  Can also be understood as “In your plan against the poor, you will 
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be ashamed, for the LORD will protect his people.”  Cf. Gen 50:20; Acts 

2:22-24. 

c. God will judge the fool 

i. Longing for the LORD to save his people from fools and their moral morass. 

(7a-b) 

ii. Command for Israel to rejoice and be glad in the coming salvation of the 

LORD. (7c) 

3. Don’t be a fool!  Be wise!
1
 

a. Fools believe they are not ultimately accountable for their deeds, but they are. 

b. Practical atheism leads to moral corruption and violence in practice. 

c. Fools fail to acknowledge God in trusting obedience.  The wise sincerely 

acknowledge God in trusting obedience. 

d. Jesus Christ (the wisdom of God, cf. 1 Cor 1:30) has shown us the way to be wise. 

i. He lived in constant submission to the Father’s authority, therefore he lived a 

life completely devoid of moral corruption. 

ii. Rather than devouring God’s people, he was devoured in our place that we 

might be restored.  Therefore we can forsake the way of the fool and follow 

the way of the wise. 

1. Acknowledge the LORD’s authority with trusting obedience 

2. Wait for the fullness of our restoration 

                                                 
1
 This application section is heavily dependent on Mark Futato’s commentary on Psalm 14 in the Cornerstone 

Biblical Commentary, vol. 7, p. 72. 


