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Psalm 8 – God the Majestic Creator, Man the Seemingly 
Insignificant King 

 

• Word association: Adam, Man, Glory, Creation 

• Nature psalm (along with 19, 29, 104, 148) 

• Meditation on man’s paradoxical place in creation – simultaneously small and great (Gen 1-

3) 

• Quoted (or alluded to) several times in the NT (Mt 21:16; Heb 2:5-9; 1 Cor 15:27; Eph 1:22) 

 

1. Our sovereign Lord’s name is majestic in creation (1a-b, 9) 

a. LORD.  The covenantal name of God (Yahweh) 

b. Lord.  May be translated “governor”, “master”, or “Sovereign One”. 

c. The LORD is “our” Lord because of his covenantal relationship with his people 

2. God’s glory in the creation silences his detractors (1c-2) 

a. Who is God’s glory in creation?  Man, generally/ideally. 

b. Who are the “babies/children and infants”?  Two possibilities (cf. Mt 21:16): 

i. Little children 

ii. Israelites who are weak/insignificant compared to mighty pagan Gentiles 

c. What do the babies/children and infants do? (Notice the paradox) 

i. Through their speech God establishes strength 

ii. This strong speech is praise of God 

iii. This praise of God silences/stills God’s foes, the enemy, and the avenger 

3. Man’s smallness compared to the heavenly bodies/rulers (3-4; cf. Gen 1:14-18).  The picture 

is David gazing into the night sky, reflecting on man’s place in the universe under the 

watchful eye of God. 

a. God is bigger than the enormous moon and stars (the work of “his fingers”) (3) 

b. Man is tiny in comparison, yet God notices him (4a) 

c. Man is tiny in comparison, yet God cares for him (4b) 

4. Man’s greatness compared to the rest of creation (5-8) 

a. Man made only “a little lower” than (literally) elohim (5a) 

i. Elohim = could refer to “gods”, angels (LXX), heavenly beings, supernatural 

beings, rulers (cf. Heb 2:7) 

ii. Elohim = could refer to God himself 
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b. Man is crowned with glory and honor to rule over the creation (5b-8; cf. Gen 1:26-28) 

i. Everything under his feet, including the living creatures: 

1. On land (7) 

2. In the air (8a) 

3. In the water (8b-c) 

5. Who is the General/Ideal Man? 

a. He who is weak yet strong in the Lord (1 Cor 1:18-31) 

b. The faithful Israelite, the Davidic king (Pss 1, 2) 

c. All are fulfilled in Jesus Christ (Heb 2:5-9; 1 Cor 15:27; Eph 1:22) 

d. Those united to Jesus Christ in his body, the Church (2 Cor 12:9-10; 2 Tim 2:11-13; 

Rev 5:9-10; 22:5) 


