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1 The Witness of the Persevering Church (Rev 3:7-13) 

General Epistolary Outline for the Seven Letters to the Churches (Rev 2-3) 

1. Greeting 

2. Title for Christ taken from the vision of him in chapter 1 

3. Commendation for the church 

4. Criticism of the church 

5. Warning 

6. Exhortation to be attentive 

7. Promise 

1.1 Verse Summaries 

1. V 7 (Greeting and Title of Christ).  King Jesus commands John to address the angel of the 

church in Philadelphia (and by extension the church members), beginning the letter with 

a description of its author (himself) as the holy and true one, the one who holds the key of 

David, and the one who has sovereign power to open and shut. 

2. V 8 (Commendation).  King Jesus assures the church of Philadelphia that he knows their 

works: they have responded to Jesus granting them an open door by keeping his word and 

not denying his name (despite their little power to do so). 

3. V 9 (Promise).  King Jesus demonstrates his knowledge of their predicament by declaring 

that he will make those lying, unbelieving Jews bow down at the feet of the Philadelphian 

Christians, and thereby will learn that Jesus has loved his church. 

4. V 10 (Promise).  Because the church in Philadelphia has been obedient to Christ’s word 

of patient endurance, the Lord Jesus will keep them from the hour of trial that is coming 

on the whole world to test all men. 

5. V 11 (Warning).  King Jesus warns the church of Philadelphia that his coming in 

salvation and judgment is soon, and warns them to hold fast to what they have to prevent 

someone from seizing their crown. 

6. V 12 (Conqueror Promise).  The Lord Jesus promises to make the conquering one a pillar 

in God’s temple that will never leave God’s presence, and promises the temple pillar will 

have written on him the name of God, the name of God’s city (the new heavenly 

Jerusalem), and Christ’s own new name. 

7. V 13 (Exhortation to be attentive).  The Spirit of Jesus exhorts those who have an ear to 

listen to what Jesus says to all seven churches.  
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1.2 Exegetical Outline 

Summary: Although the church of Philadelphia has little power, is undergoing persecution, and 

yet has not compromised their Christian witness, King Jesus will soon reverse their situation if 

they remain faithful and will one day vindicate them openly by identifying them with the blessed 

name of God. 

I. V 7. Greeting and Title of Christ.  Jesus addresses the church in Philadelphia, 

beginning the letter with a description of himself as the holy and true king of all. 

a. 7a. The risen and exalted Christ commands John to address the angel of the 

church in Philadelphia (and by extension the church members). 

b. 7b. King Jesus begins the letter with a description of its author (himself) as the 

holy and true one, the one who holds the key of David, and the one who has 

sovereign power to open and shut. 

II. Vv 8-9. Commendation and Promise for Immediate Situation.  King Jesus 

commends the church in Philadelphia for their faith in the midst of powerful lying 

accusations, and promises to show his love for the church by transforming their weak 

position into one of strength and honor. 

a. 8. King Jesus assures the church of Philadelphia that he knows their works: they 

have responded to Jesus granting them an open door by keeping his word and not 

denying his name (despite their little power to do so). 

b. 9. King Jesus demonstrates his knowledge of their predicament by declaring that 

he will make those lying, unbelieving Jews bow down at the feet of the 

Philadelphian Christians, and thereby will learn that Jesus has loved his church 

and will convert his enemies to himself. 

III. Vv 10-12. Promise and Warning for Imminent Situation.  King Jesus promises to 

keep the church of Philadelphia from the coming world-wide hour of trial, but warns 

them to remain faithful so they might keep their position of power and gain the 

reward of the divine name. 

a. 10. Because the church in Philadelphia has been obedient to Christ’s command to 

patiently endure, King Jesus will keep them from the hour of trial that is coming 

on the whole world to test all men. 

b. 11. King Jesus warns the church of Philadelphia that his coming in salvation and 

judgment is soon, and warns them to hold fast to what they have to prevent 

someone from seizing their crown. 

c. 12. King Jesus promises to make the conquering one a pillar in God’s temple that 

will never leave God’s presence, and promises the temple pillar will have written 

on him the name of God, the name of God’s city (the new heavenly Jerusalem), 

and Christ’s own new name. 

IV. V 13. Exhortation to Be Attentive.  The Spirit of Jesus exhorts those who have an 

ear to hear, believe, and heed what Jesus says to all seven churches. 
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1.3 Theological Outline 

Summary: A church that has little power, is undergoing persecution, and yet has not 

compromised their Christian witness is known by God, and King Jesus will soon reverse their 

situation if they remain faithful and will one day vindicate them openly by identifying them with 

the blessed name of God. 

I. V 7. The Greeting of King Jesus.  Jesus addresses a church by summoning believers 

to himself as the holy and true king of all. 

a. 7a. The risen and exalted Christ addresses a church. 

b. 7b. King Jesus describes himself as the holy and true one (the anointed Christ), 

the one who has divinely-approved royal authority, and the one who has sovereign 

power to accomplish his will despite all opposition. 

II. Vv 8-9. Commendation and Promise for Immediate Situation.  King Jesus 

commends a church for their faith amidst slanderous persecution, and promises to 

show his love for his faithful church by transforming their weak position into one of 

strength and honor. 

a. 8. King Jesus assures a church that he knows their works: they have responded to 

an opportunity given them by Jesus in obedience and public confession of Christ 

in the face of overpowering opposition. 

b. 9. King Jesus demonstrates his knowledge of a church’s predicament by declaring 

that he will make those who slander their Christian witness to publicly acquit and 

submit to his church, thereby teaching their enemies that Jesus loves his church 

and will convert his enemies to himself (not begrudgingly). 

III. Vv 10-12. Promise and Warning for Imminent Situation.  King Jesus promises to 

protect his Church from the imminent world-wide trial, but warns them to remain 

faithful so they might keep reigning with Christ and finally gain the privilege of 

bearing God’s name. 

a. 10. If a church is obedient to Christ’s command to patiently endure, King Jesus 

will protect them from spiritual harm in the coming world-wide hour of trial that 

will test all unbelievers. 

b. 11. King Jesus warns a church that his coming in salvation and judgment is 

imminent, and warns them to hold fast to their faith and witness to continue 

reigning with Christ. 

c. 12. King Jesus promises to make the conquering one a strong and lasting witness 

in God’s presence, and that he will bear the name of God, the name of God’s 

dwelling place, and Christ’s new name. 

IV. V 13. Exhortation to Be Attentive.  Jesus exhorts those who have been given the 

ability to hear the voice of Christ to believe and heed what the Spirit says to the 

churches. 
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1.4 Homiletical Outline (Simple) 

The Witness of the Persevering Church 

I. The Greeting of King Jesus (v. 7) 

II. King Jesus Gives Praise, Promise, and Warning (vv. 8-12) 

III. Attend to the King’s Word for the Churches (v. 13) 
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1.5 Homiletical Outline (Detailed) 

The Witness of the Persevering Church: A church that has little power, is undergoing 

persecution, and yet has not compromised their Christian witness is known by God, and King 

Jesus will soon reverse their situation if they remain faithful and will one day vindicate them 

openly by identifying them with the blessed name of God. 

I. Introduction. Story of the baby girls accidentally switched at birth who met 56 years 

later and discovered their true family and name. 

II. V 7. The Greeting of King Jesus.  Jesus addresses a church by summoning believers 

to himself as the holy and true king of all. 

a. 7a. The risen and exalted Christ addresses a church. 

i. Background of the City of Philadelphia, the sixth of seven cities in Asia 

Minor. 

1. Located along an important road that connected Asia and Europe. 

2. Earthquakes were frequent in the region.  In A.D. 17 an earthquake 

damaged the city, and thereafter many people chose to live outside 

the city limits. 

3. City was founded in 140 B.C. and named Philadelphia to honor the 

founder’s beloved brother.  After the earthquake of A.D. 17 the city 

was renamed Neocaesarea to honor Tiberius Caesar’s rebuilding 

funds, and later still renamed Flavia to honor another Caesar. 

4. Philadelphia, a city loyal to the imperial cult, housed a temple for 

emperor worship.  It also contains a strong Jewish community that 

was accepted into city culture, perhaps because the Jewish 

community syncretized its religion with the civic religion. 

5. The Church in Philadelphia is the only city of the seven in 

Revelation that to this day maintains a Christian witness.  Its 

lampstand has still not been removed by the Lord of the Church! 

b. 7b. King Jesus describes himself as the holy and true one (the anointed Christ), 

the one who has divinely-approved royal authority, and the one who has sovereign 

power to accomplish his will despite all opposition. 

i. Jesus is Lord and God (Rev 6:10) 

ii. Key of David (Isa 22:22; cf. 9:6; Matt 28:18-20).  Christ is like Eliakim.  

Key = power over salvation and judgment.  Door of true synagogue (the 

kingdom of God) open to Christians, closed to unbelieving Jews. 

III. Vv 8-9. Praise and Promise for Immediate Situation.  King Jesus commends a 

church for their faith amidst slanderous persecution, and promises to show his love 

for his faithful church by transforming their weak position into one of strength and 

honor. 

a. 8. King Jesus assures a church that he knows their works: they have responded to 

an opportunity given them by Jesus in obedience and public witness of Christ in 

the face of overpowering opposition. 

i. Illustration: Jesus knows the details of your life and persevering faith.  

Perhaps you experience opposition to your faith and the reproach of 

Christ.  Passed over at work for a promotion because you won’t 
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participate in sinful activities.  Punished or ignored for not being 

available for Sunday morning extra curricular activities.  Mocked for 

being a “fundamentalist right-wing Christian” for believing Jesus is 

Lord of all. 

b. 9. King Jesus demonstrates his knowledge of a church’s predicament by declaring 

that he will make those who slander their Christian witness to publicly acquit and 

submit to his church, thereby teaching their enemies that Jesus loves his church 

and will convert (not begrudgingly) his enemies to himself. 

i. Enemies will become believers (Isa 45:14; 49:23; 60:14) 

1. Illustration: Jeff in my high school.  Was a vocal anti-Christian 

who thought religion was a fair tale.  He was profane and lived 

like a prodigal.  In the summer after his sophomore year God 

converted him and he became a vocal Christian.  The witness 

and persevering testimony of his Christian friends were used 

by God to save an enemy of Jesus.  Also the story of the 

apostle Paul as the “chief of sinners.” 

ii. Note irony of prophetic fulfillment/reversal: The Gentile nations will serve 

Israel � Unbelieving Israel will serve the Church.  Cf. Rom 11. 

IV. Vv 10-12. Promise and Warning for Imminent Situation.  King Jesus promises to 

protect his Church from the imminent (end-time) world-wide trial, but warns them to 

remain faithful so they might keep reigning with Christ and finally gain the privilege 

of bearing God’s name. 

a. 10. If a church is obedient to Christ’s command to patiently endure, King Jesus 

will protect them from spiritual harm in the coming world-wide hour of trial that 

will test all unbelievers. 

i. Note imitation of Christ’s endurance through persecution.  Cf. Rev 2:10. 

ii. Keep them from the hour of trial (Isa 43:1-2; John 17:15). 

b. 11. King Jesus warns a church that his coming in salvation and judgment is 

imminent, and warns them to hold fast to their faith and witness to continue 

reigning with Christ. 

c. 12. King Jesus promises to make the conquering one a strong and lasting witness 

in God’s presence, and that he will bear the name of God, the name of God’s 

dwelling place, and Christ’s new name. 

i. New Jerusalem (Rev 21:1-8); Temple (Rev 21:22). 

ii. The name of God (Rev 14:1; 22:4; cf. Rev 7:1-8; 9:4; 13:16; Isa 56:5; 

62:2) 

iii. Main point of the letter: the end-time reward. 

V. V 13. Attend to the King’s Word for the Churches.  Jesus exhorts those who have 

been given the ability to hear the voice of Christ to believe and heed what the Spirit 

says to the churches. 

a. Note covenantal nature of the letter: I will be your God, and you will be my people 

in Christ. 

b. Keep your eyes heavenward so you may continue walking in the footsteps of 

King Jesus, who never denied God’ name and persevered unto death to win the 

crown of life and the name above every name. 
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1.6 Children’s Sermon Outline 

Props: Name tags, family pictures 

• Who has brothers and sisters?  Do you ever tease them?  Are you ever mean to 

them?  Are they ever mean to you? 

• I have one sister and 4 brothers.  When we were all kids we used to tell our little 

sister that she wasn’t really a part of the family, that she was adopted from 

another country, and she would never truly be a full member of our family!  It 

was mean. 

• She would cry and cry because even though mom and dad told her we were just 

teasing her, she wasn’t sure.  You see, she wanted to be absolutely sure that she 

was a Sandifer.  She wanted to be sure she knew who she was, and she wanted 

to know she was loved. 

• Well, it wasn’t true.  She really is our sister.  But we had hurt her feelings very 

badly.  She was just a little girl and wasn’t very strong, but she persevered by 

believing what mom and dad told her, that they love her and that she was a true 

member of our family, even though her brothers were lying to her. 

• When we grew up, to repair our relationship with our sister, we had to tell her 

we were very sorry for lying, and for causing her so much hurt.  We had to hug 

her a lot and tell her we love her, and that of course she is a part of our family, 

and that mom and dad really do love her.  I’m sure deep down she knew all of 

that, but she needed to hear it from her family. 

• Sometimes Christians aren’t sure who they really are.  Sometimes Christians 

aren’t sure God really loves them.  Sometimes people may tell you that God 

doesn’t really love you, and that you aren’t truly a member of God’s family. 

• Today’s sermon is from a passage in the Bible where God assures us that those 

lies aren’t true.  If you keep believing in Jesus, and tell others that you love and 

obey him, then God promises that he will keep you safe from all the people who 

tell you lies about not being in God’s family. 

• In fact, God promises in heaven to write on you his name so you’ll always know 

who you are, and so you’ll always know that God loves you, his child.  In 

heaven, all God’s children will never be lied to again, and we’ll live in God’s 

house forever. 


