
Practical Apologetics 

Lesson 4 – What About Those Who Never Hear of Christ? 
 

What happens to the poor, innocent native who dies without hearing of Christ? 

In Lesson 1, we established that God exists.  Moreover, all men know that God exists as creator of the 

world.  Later we learned that Christianity is indeed different from other world religions in many 

significant ways, including the doctrines of God, Jesus Christ, Man, Evil, and Salvation.  Then we 

discovered that the Christian scriptures (the Bible) are special.  Unlike other holy books, the Bible 

demonstrates its origin in God rather than man.  Thus, the words of God can be trusted for doctrine, 

reproof, correction, and instruction (2 Tim 3:16). 

 

In the matter of salvation, the Bible proclaims there is no other name under heaven by which men must 

be saved (Acts 4:12).  For some, this seems patently unjust of God.  Our compassion for our fellow man 

vehemently objects, “What about those who never hear of Christ?” 

 

1. The absolute exclusivity of the gospel message is a very sensitive subject and must be approached 

with fear, humility, and reverence. 

a. The gospel is by nature offensive to the proud and sinful heart of man.  1 Pet 2:6-8 

b. We should be careful not to add offense and thereby unnecessarily repel our hearers. 

c. Neither should we subtract offense to zealously win our hearers and thereby water down (and 

even destroy) the essence of the gospel message. 

2. The false presupposition built into the objection: The innocence of the pagan 

a. God is not unjust.  He will certainly not condemn any innocent person who is so unfortunate 

to have not heard of Christ and the gospel. 

b. Innocent people don’t need redemption and don’t need a savior.  Case in point: Jesus. 

c. Who is innocent?  Read Rom 3:9-18 

3. If no one is innocent and all (including you and I) are guilty before God, what is the result of our 

universal guilt?  Condemnation.  Read John 3:19-20 

a. Not all men have heard of God the Son (Jesus Christ), but all men have heard of God the 

Father.  Rom 1:19-20 

b. All men have rejected true knowledge of God the Father and thus deserve the wrath of God.  

Rom 1:21-25 

c. The native is really justly under the wrath of God.  He has rejected God the Father. 

4. But what if the native is “religious”?  Isn’t he seeking after the god of whom he has not heard? 

a. God does not look favorably on the religion of men.  God labels unsanctioned worship 

idolatry and adultery.  Isa 42:8; Exod 20:3-5; Jer 3:6-14 

b. Idolatry does not represent man’s search for God, rather the Bible calls it man’s flight from 

God.  Religion does not redeem people but may add to their guilt before God.  Rom 1:20-25; 

Deut 6:13-15; Deut 8:19; Deut 11:16-17; Jud 2:11-15 

c. The native needs the gospel to be saved from God’s wrath as much as we do!  Rom 1:16 

5. How will the native hear the gospel? 

a. Whose job is it to save sinners, the Church or God? 

b. The Church cannot save anyone.  Salvation is All of God.  1 Tim 1:15; Eph 1:3-12 

c. God has ordained to use the Church for the preaching of the gospel as the primary means of 

bringing salvation to the world.  God could save the native by any means, but he chose to use 

the “foolishness of preaching”!  Rom 10:14-17; 1 Cor 1:18-25 



d. God has given the Church the privileged task (and command) of world evangelism.  God 

condescends to use us to accomplish his foreordained purposes!  Matt 28:18-20; Acts 1:8 

6. The Bible says no one seeks God, that all deserve God’s wrath.  Yet some are saved by believing in 

Christ.  If you believe in Christ for your salvation, is this not reason to boast over him who hears of 

Christ but chooses not to believe?  By no means!  The reason is that salvation is All of Grace.  Eph 

2:8-9 

7. The Doctrines of Grace (the Gospel) that preclude all boasting in our efforts:
1
 

a. Total Depravity or Inability of Man – we are by nature wholly unable to please or even 

reach for God.  Our humanness is radically corrupted from God’s original design.  Rom 8:7-8 

b. Unconditional Election to Salvation – because of our dreadful spiritual condition, God must 

choose to save men if anyone is to be saved.  He specifically chose some, not all.  Those He 

chose were not chosen according to anything seen in them, but only to demonstrate His 

mercy and grace.  All sinners are ontologically equal in God’s sight, He simply chose to 

show His love to some.  Eph 1:4; 2 Tim 1:9; Rom 9:10-24 

c. Limited or Particular Atonement of Christ – the sins of God’s people (the ones He chose) 

were completely paid for in Christ’s crucifixion, and this price paid redeemed the chosen 

from God’s wrath.  Tit 2:14; John 6:35-40; John 10:11,14-18 

d. Irresistible or Effective Grace Toward the Elect – the Holy Spirit works in time, changing 

the hearts of God’s people from dead to living, calling them to repentance and saving faith in 

Christ.  The Holy Spirit never fails to save any of God’s people.  1 Cor 2:10-14; John 1:12-

13; John 5:21; Ezek 36:26-27; Isa 55:11 

e. Perseverance or Preservation of the Saints – those who are given new hearts to love God are 

God’s people.  God chose them out of the world.  God paid the price of their sin.  God adopts 

them as children, and He will lose none of them.  Despite their continual falling into sin in 

this life, God will not reject His children, but will be faithful to complete the good work of 

holiness that He began in their lives.  Matt 18:12-14; John 6:35-40; Rom 8:35-39 

 

Practical Application 

1. Do you think God is being fair to those who have never heard the gospel by only giving one way of 

salvation?  Do you think man is being fair to God for demanding multiple paths of salvation when 

God has freely sacrificed His beloved Son for men?  Does God owe man anything? 

2. Has your view of the “virtuous pagan” changed as a result of this lesson? 

3. Has your view of yourself changed as a result of this lesson? 

4. It is commonly held that being a missionary is the worst possible profession because we should 

respect the beliefs of others.  Has your view of evangelism and world missions changed as a result of 

this lesson? 

5. If you have believed in Christ, why did you but not some of your friends or family?  Are you 

smarter, more clever, more righteous, more practical, or more farsighted into eternity than the rest?  

Or is there another reason?  Can Christians boast, or even pat themselves on the back, for believing? 

6. What can you do this week to help fulfill the Church’s call to evangelism? 

                                                 
1
 The acronym “TULIP” is borrowed from The Canons of Dordt. 


