
Practical Apologetics 

Lesson 3 – Is the Bible the Word of God? 
 

Why should you trust the Bible?  

The Bible can be trusted because it has proven trustworthy.  Historically, no other book has been 

subjected to such a level of criticism and rigorous study, and yet the Bible proves itself like no other 

book.  It claims to be the very word of God.  It invites us to test its veracity by utilizing reason and 

eyewitness testimonies.  Christians can be certain that the Bible is supernatural rather than human in 

origin, and can easily remember the major points of evidence by using the acronym MAPS.
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1. Manuscript Evidence 

a. How do we know that the Bible we have today hasn’t changed since the originals are extinct?  

By comparing the multitude of ancient manuscripts (MSS) with one another. 

b. The more MSS we have of a written work, the easier it is to find discrepancies in certain 

copies in order to identify the original, unchanged text. 

c. There are 5,686 known NT MSS in Greek, and close to 25,000 NT MSS counting all 

languages.  Compare these numbers to 643 MSS of Homer’s Iliad, 200 MSS of 

Demosthenes’ work, 10 of Julius Caesar’s writings, and only 8 of Herodotus’ work. 

d. Most discrepancies in NT MSS involve word order (“Christ Jesus” or “Jesus Christ”).  Not a 

single major Christian doctrine is touched by a textual error. 

e. We can be confident that the message we have today is the same as the message originally 

recorded. 

2. Archaeological Evidence 

a. Can the Bible be trusted in historical matters in which it can be objectively verified or 

falsified? 

b. Before the advent of modern archaeological science, much of the Bible was discredited as 

myth.  We simply had no extra-biblical record of many people and places described in 

scripture. 

c. Modern archaeology has confirmed the biblical records of numerous names and places: the 

Pavement of John 19:13, the pool of Bethesda, Jacob’s well, the pool of Siloam, the ancient 

cities of Bethlehem, Nazareth, Cana, Capernaum, and Chorazin, and even the residence of 

Pilate in Jerusalem. 

d. Also confirmed: the existence of King David and King Belshazzar, both of which were 

formerly in doubt. 

e. The Bible also is confirmed when it speaks of specific local knowledge.  For example, when 

Luke covers Paul’s missionary travels in Acts, he accurately matches ports to cities, correct 

routes from city gates, and synagogues to cities.  In fact, many archaeologists have used the 

book of Acts as a “roadmap” for their discoveries! 

f. We can be confident that the biblical authors were seriously concerned about recording their 

message (which happened in the context of history) accurately. 

 

The Manuscript and Archaeological evidence only demonstrate that the Bible has not changed and is a 

historically reliable document.  How can we know that the Bible is from God?  Are there clues in the 

Bible that demonstrate it has a divine origin? 

                                                 
1
 The acronym “MAPS” is borrowed from Hank Hanegraaff. 



3. Prophecy 

a. Man cannot predict or direct the future, but God can and does!  God is omniscient, 

omnipotent, and is providentially in control of history.  Does the Bible contain God’s plan for 

history predicted beforehand? 

b. The Bible predicts much of ancient history: 

i. The rise of the four great ancient empires and the Kingdom of God (Babylonian Medo-

Persian, Greek, Roman) – Dan 7; Dan 2:1-45 

ii. The destruction and fate of the city of Tyre – Ezek 26:1-5 

iii. The destruction of the Jewish temple – Matt 24:1-2 

c. God sets out His plan of redemptive history in the Bible: 

i. The first hint of redemption – Gen 3:15 

ii. The Abramic Covenant – Gen 12:1-3 

iii. The Mosaic Covenant – Ex 19:1-8 

iv. The Davidic Covenant – 2 Sam 7:1-17 

v. The New Covenant – Matt 26:26-30 

d. There are literally hundreds of specific prophesies concerning Christ: 

i. The virgin birth – Isa 7:14 

ii. A child given the title of God – Isa 9:6-8 

iii. Born in Bethlehem – Mic 5:2 

iv. Healing of the blind, deaf, lame, and dumb – Isa 35:5-6 

v. The sin-bearing, suffering servant – Isa 53 

vi. The conquering Son of God – Ps 2; Ps 110 

e. We can be certain that the Bible contains a supernaturally prophetic record of numerous 

accounts of history, including all the pivotal elements of redemptive history. 

4. Statistical Probability 

a. Surely men can guess or “prophesy” about the future and get it right a few times.  The world 

is enamored with its prophets: Nostradamus, Jean Dixon, Edgar Cayce.  What is the 

difference between their predictions and those in the Bible?  Statistical certainty. 

b. The Bible is a collection of books (history, law, poetry, apocalypse, letter), written by about 

40 different authors, in three different languages (Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek), on three 

continents (Africa, Asia, Europe) during the span of 1,500 years.  Yet it is remarkably 

consistent in its central and peripheral themes.  That is remarkable in itself! 

c. The Bible sets its own prophetic standard at 100% accuracy and complete fulfillment, and 

then meets this seemingly impossible standard. 

d. It has been noted that the statistical probability of only 8 predictions concerning Christ (there 

are over 300 total) be randomly fulfilled in the one man Jesus is astronomical (1 in 10
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). 

e. We can rest assured that prophecy recorded in the Bible is not simply a wild (or even 

“educated”) guess.  A biblical prophecy will certainly and necessarily come to pass. 

Practical Application 

1. How does your understanding of the Bible as the Word of God (as opposed to other classic books) 

impact your life and worldview? 

2. How is faith related to your understanding of the divine origin of the Bible? 

3. Read Heb 4:11-13.  In what unique ways does the Bible speak to your heart and teach you the truth 

about the world and yourself? 

4. How would you converse with a skeptic that confronted you regarding some of these issues? 


