
Practical Apologetics 

Lesson 2 – Is Christianity Different Than Other Religions? 
 

Is Christianity Different Than Other Religions?  

 

It is important to remember that we are learning what Christianity and Other Religions teach as 

their fundamental tenets, rather than what many followers of these religions believe.  You may 

find very frequently that when you converse with someone from another religion (or even 

Christianity) they will say something like, “That’s not what my religion teaches and I don’t 

believe that.”  That person may not consistently believe the teachings of their religion, or they 

may be mistaken about its teachings, and that’s OK.  Discuss and deal with what they believe; 

don’t get hung up on talking about some teaching of their religion that they don’t even believe. 

 

1. Many people think that all religions “lead to Jerusalem”, meaning that all religions are 

basically the same and they will all get you to heaven. 

a. They cite the evidence that all religions are concerned with ethics and how we 

should be good. 

b. They point out that most religions believe in something called “God”. 

c. They stress that most religions attempt to answers the meaningful questions of 

life, namely: 

i. Where did the world come from?  Where did I come from? 

ii. Why am I here?  What is the purpose and meaning of life? 

iii. What happens to me when I die?  What will become of the world? 

d. They note that religion and spirituality are common to every ancient civilization. 

e. These observations are offered as proof that different religions basically teach the 

same thing. 

2. Although all religions are concerned with the same types of questions, their truth claims 

are opposed to one another.  Let’s see how Christianity is different than the rest in a few 

important categories: God, Jesus Christ, Man, Evil, and Salvation.
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 God Jesus Christ Man Evil Salvation 

Historic 
Christianity 

� God is 
personal 

� God is a trinity 
� God is holy 
� God is 

sovereign 
� God is eternal 

� Jesus is fully 
man 

� Jesus is fully 
God 

� Jesus is sinless 
� Jesus’ 

crucifixion paid 
sin’s penalty for 
sinners 

� Jesus is alive 

� Man was 
created good 

� Man sinned and 
fell 

� Man is now 
basically evil 

� Man needs 
redemption 

� Man cannot 
save himself 

� Evil is different 
than good 

� Evil is real 
� God is not 

responsible for 
evil 

� God will defeat 
evil 

� It is from God’s 
wrath toward 
men 

� It is of grace 
� It is immediate 
� It is a process 
� It is permanent 

Orthodox 
Judaism 

� God is not a 
trinity 

� Jesus is not fully 
God 

� Jesus was 
merely a good 
moral teacher 

� Jesus sinned 
� Jesus is dead 

like all men who 

� Man is born free 
to choose good 
or evil 

� Man can save 
himself by 
keeping Moses’ 
Law 

Same � It is of keeping 
the Law 

� It is not decided 
until death 
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 God Jesus Christ Man Evil Salvation 

have died 

Islam � God is not a 
trinity 

� God is not 
holy 

� God cannot 
be known 

� Jesus was not 
fully God 

� Jesus was one 
of God’s 
prophets 

� Jesus is not the 
greatest prophet 

� Jesus did not 
die on the cross 

� Man did not fall 
into sin 

� Man is basically 
good 

� Man only needs 
to know how to 
live 

� God wills both 
good and evil 

� God can 
change the 
definition of evil 
by his decree 

� Ultimately by 
works (5 Pillars) 

� Man earns 
salvation or 
pays for his sins 

� It is never 
certain 

� Heaven is full of 
sensual 
pleasures 

Buddhism � A personal 
God does not 
exist 

� Jesus is another 
“enlightened 
one” 

� Jesus is not fully 
God 

� Jesus is less 
important than 
Buddha 

� Man is basically 
good 

� Man only needs 
to know how to 
live 

� Evil is not real 
(an illusion) 

� Sin is anything 
that hinders 
man’s spiritual 
progress 

� Ultimately by 
works (Eightfold 
Path) 

� It is found in the 
ascetic and 
moderate life 

� The state of 
“nirvana” is the 
release from re-
incarnation 

Hinduism � God 
(Brahman) is 
impersonal 

� Everything is 
god and god 
is everything 
(pantheism) 

� There are 
many gods 

� Every man is 
god 

� Jesus is one of 
many 
incarnations of 
god 

� Jesus is another 
good moral 
teacher 

� Jesus is no 
more god than 
any other man 

� Jesus did not 
die for man’s 
sins 

� Man is the 
highest level in 
the ladder of 
birth 

� Man is divided 
into four levels 
of classes 

� Man should live 
to achieve the 
next level of 
birth 

� Evil is not real 
(an illusion) 

� Sin is anything 
that hinders 
man’s spiritual 
progress 

� The force of 
Karma 
balances the 
scales between 
good and evil 

� Ultimately by 
works (devotion, 
meditation, good 
works, self-
control) 

� The state of 
“Brahman” is the 
impersonal 
infinite 

 

Practical Application 

 

C.S. Lewis once remarked that the one thing that made Christianity different is grace.  All other 

religions are based on a salvation by works.  This distinction is of the greatest importance and is 

a powerful message to followers of other religions. 

 

1. Explain how God’s grace is good news for the restless soul.  How is Christianity’s 

doctrine of salvation both bad news (condemnation) and good news (gospel) for the 

world? 

2. Do you have any friends of other religions that God has providentially placed in your 

life?  Ask them about their religious beliefs.  Listen and be gracious. 

3. How can you prepare your children or other family members for the charge they may 

face that all religions are the same? 


