
Practical Apologetics 

Lesson 1 – Introduction to Apologetics, Does God Exist? 
 

Introduction: Apologetics 

 

1. What is Apologetics?  A rational and reasonable defense of the truth claims of 

Christianity. 

2. What is the value of Apologetics?  It can be a springboard to sharing the gospel with 

others, it can remove (or ease) intellectual and emotional barriers to faith, it can 

strengthen our own faith in God.  Apologetics cannot make a person a Christian, answer 

all spiritual questions, or solve all your problems.  Apologetics is a tool to lead us to the 

Bible and ultimately to the cross of Christ. 

3. What should Apologetics accomplish?  It should never be merely an intellectual exercise 

(a spiritual game of chess with the world).  It should be practical, relational, humble, and 

loving. 

4. Who should be involved in Apologetics? 1 Pet 3:15 teaches us that all believers who are 

asked by anyone for a reason for our hope should be prepared. 

5. Why should we be concerned about Apologetics?  God commands us to be ready, the 

world is watching the church, we are to be good ambassadors for Jesus Christ. 

6. When should we be engaged in Apologetics?  We should always be ready for a wise 

response fitting to the situation and audience. 

7. How should we do Apologetics?  Many “methods” that have pragmatic value including 

Classical (“Come let us reason”), Evidential (“What does the weight of the evidence 

point toward?), and Presuppositional (“You must assume the Christian worldview 

because it is the only coherent worldview”).  Apologetics as a Defense and as an Offense.  

Because it is a tool, we may wisely use any number of methods depending on the 

situation. 

 

What are some of the most common spiritual questions and objections that people ask?  We shall 

look at six in the next six weeks. 

 

Questions about the Existence of God 

 

1. Atheists and Agnostics usually offer the following reasons against the existence of God. 

a. The fact of evil 

b. The apparent purposelessness of life 

c. Random occurrence in the universe 

d. The First Law of Thermodynamics (energy can neither be created nor destroyed) 

2. Christians acknowledge all of these but observe that they do not necessitate the denial of 

God’s existence. 

3. Christians (and other theists) usually offer the following arguments for the existence of 

God. 

a. Classical Cosmological Argument (Cause) 

i. The universe had a beginning. 

ii. Anything that had a beginning must have been caused by something else. 

iii. Therefore the universe was caused by something else (a Creator) 



b. Classical Teleological Argument (Purpose) 

i. All designs imply a designer. 

ii. There is a great design in the universe. 

iii. Therefore, there must be a Great Designer of the universe. 

c. Classical Ontological Argument (Being). 

i. God is by definition an absolutely perfect being. 

ii. But existence is a perfection. 

iii. Therefore, God must exist. 

d. Modern Moral Argument (Law of God) 

i. Moral laws imply a Moral Law Giver. 

ii. There is an objective moral law. 

iii. Therefore, there is a Moral Law Giver. 

e. Modern Epistemological Argument (Existence of Rationality) 

i. Human rationality correlates with the rational structure of the world. 

ii. If the world developed by chance, it would be highly unlikely that human 

rationality would correlate with the structure of the world. 

iii. Therefore, there must be a Creator that created human rationality to 

correlate with the rational structure of the world. 

f. Personal Testimony (Existential) 

i. What you were like before you became a Christian.  What your life was 

like before you became a Christian. 

ii. Your spiritual quest to faith in Jesus Christ.  How God saved you. 

iii. What you and your life are like now that you are a child of God. 

iv. Your gratitude to God and in what ways you desire to serve God the rest 

of your life. 

v. Your hope in this life and in heaven. 

 

Practical Application 

 

1. God doesn’t believe in honest atheists.  All men know in their hearts that God exists. 

2. Why does a person not believe in God?  Learn to diagnose your friends. 

a. Do they have intellectual reasons?  Are they arrogant or prideful?  Is the theory of  

Evolution hindering their belief in God? 

b. Do they have emotional reasons?  Are they hurt by life?  By a Christian in their 

past?  By God? 

c. Are they seeking to justify their lifestyle?  Do they know the Bible does not 

approve of their lifestyle?  Are they running from repentance? 

d. Are they indifferent to God and “religion”? 

e. Do they hate God or “the idea of God”? 

3. Share of a time when you spoke with someone who didn’t believe in God.  What was it 

like?  How did the conversation progress?  What were you thinking and feeling during 

the interaction?  What do you wish you had done differently? 

4. Have a play-acting conversation with another Christian (spouse, sibling, teenager, friend) 

who is pretending to not believe in God for some reason.  Talk with the person, diagnose 

their reason for disbelief, and speak to their need. 


