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I. Introduction 
a. Reasons for Christians to engage in apologetics 

i. Scripture commands us to defend the faith and gives us examples of such 
activity 

ii. Apologetics can help remove obstacles to faith and thus aid unbelievers in 
embracing the gospel 

iii. Apologetics can strengthen believers 
1. It give them confidence that their faith is true and reasonable 
2. It can encourage spiritual growth 

iv. Apologetics can contribute to health in the culture at large 
b. Thesis of Scaling the Secular City 

i. The Christian God does in fact exist and that it is rational, even obligatory, 
to believe that he does 

c. Audience 
i. Intermediate-level 

ii. Those without formal training in philosophy who want serious discussion 
of apologetic issues 

II. Chapter 1: The Cosmological Argument 
a. General Form of the Argument 

i. Begins with the existence of the world or some part of it and seeks to 
establish the existence of a necessary Being who causes the world 

b. Forms of the Argument 
i. The Thomistic Argument (articulated by Thomas Aquinas [1225-1274]) 

1. Asserts the existence of finite, contingent beings 
2. Proponents must spell out what it is to be a dependent being 

a. Essence/Existence Distinction 
3. The regress of beings does not go back through time, but is current 

or simultaneous 
4. God is necessary in a metaphysical sense 

ii. The Leibnizian Argument (articulated by Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz 
[1646-1716]) 

1. Why is there something rather than nothing? 
2. Why should anyone believe in the principle of sufficient reason?  It 

may hold on a limited basis. 
3. Is it a contradiction to deny the existence of any being? 

iii. The Kalam Argument (popular among Arabic philosophers in the Middle 
Ages) 

c. Statement of the Kalam Argument 
i. Overview 

1. Presents a number of dilemmas 
a. The universe either had a beginning or it did not 
b. If it had a beginning it was either caused or uncaused 
c. If the beginning was caused, the cause was either personal 

or not personal 
2. Major premises 

a. The universe had a beginning 
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b. The beginning of the universe was caused 
c. The cause of the beginning of the universe was personal 

ii. Set Theory 
1. Assume that a mathematical class and set are synonymous 

a. Set � refers to a collection of objects called the members of 
elements of the set 

b. Proper Set � a set C is a proper subset of a set D if and only 
if there is no member of C that is not a member of D, but 
there is a member of D that is not a member of C 

c. Identity conditions for a set � a set cannot change members 
by addition, subtraction, or any other way, and still be the 
same set.  A set is considered timelessly and does not grow, 
decrease, or change through time. 

2. Actual Infinity 
a. Definition 

i. Set A is actually infinite if A has a denumerable 
subset 

ii. Set A is actually infinite if A can be put into one-to-
one correspondence with a proper subset of itself 

b. Properties 
i. An actual infinite is a timeless totality which neither 

increases nor decreases in the number of members it 
contains 

ii. A proper subset or part of an actual infinite can be 
put into one-to-one correspondence with (be made 
equal to) that actual infinite 

iii. The following theorems could be proved of actually 
infinite sets: 

1. χ0 � 1 = χ0, χ0 + 1 = χ0, χ0 � n = χ0, χ0 + n = 
χ0, and (where n is any natural number), χ0 · 
χ0 = χ0 

iv. One can add or subtract denumerably many 
members from an actual set and not change the 
number of members in the set 

3. Potential Infinity 
a. Definition 

i. 1/n can be made to approach zero as closely as 
desired by sufficiently increasing the positive 
integer n 

b. Properties 
i. A potential infinite increases its number through 

time by adding new members to the series 
ii. A potential infinite is always finite 

iii. Since a potential infinite is always finite, at no time 
will finite set formed from the members of the 
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series traversed at that moment be equal to one of 
its proper subsets 

d. Defense of the Kalam Argument 
i. Premise 1: The Universe Had a Beginning 

1. The Nonexistence of an Actual Infinite 
a. Puzzles with an Actual Infinite 

i. First argument 
1. An actual infinite cannot exist.  A 

beginningless temporal series of events is an 
actual infinite.  Therefore, a beginningless 
temporal series of events cannot exist. 

ii. Examples (p. 23) 
1. Library with an infinite number of books 
2. An autobiography that is written so slowly 

that it takes one year to write about just one 
day 

3. No matter how far back in time one goes, 
the number of lunar revolutions is twelve 
times that of the sun 

b. Three Objections to the Puzzles 
i. The mere presence of infinite set theory in 

mathematics is enough to dispel these puzzles 
ii. The whole is greater than a part 

iii. Terms like �addition�, �subtraction�, and �part� can 
be given clarity when they are applied to actual 
infinites 

2. The Impossibility of Traversing an Actual Infinite 
a. Statement and Support of the Argument 

i. Definition 
1. If there is an actual infinite, it must occur, as 

it were, all at once 
ii. Reasons 

1. The nature of causal sequences 
2. The impossibility of counting to infinity 
3. If one could not, even in principle, count 

backwards and reach a first moment, then 
this means that it would be impossible to 
start with the present and run backward 
through all of the events in the history of the 
cosmos.  Therefore the past could have 
never been exhaustively traversed to reach 
the present. 

4. The best way to solve Zeno�s Paradoxes is 
to deny the existence of an actual infinite 

b. Objections to the Argument 
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i. Given an infinite amount of time, one could traverse 
an actual infinite 

ii. There is no beginning, not even one infinitely far 
away 

iii. It may be impossible to count to infinity, but it is 
possible to count down from infinity 

iv. Criticisms raised against traversing an actual 
infinite all turn non comparing traversing a series to 
counting the series, and this is a bad comparison 

3. The Big Bang Theory 
a. Features 

i. The universe as we know it began from a large 
explosion some 15 billion years ago and has 
continued to expand ever since 

ii. The original configuration of the big bang was a 
state of �infinite� density where all of the mass, 
energy, space, and time were contained in a single 
mathematical point with no dimensions 

b. Alternative Theory (Oscillating Universe Model) 
i. Problems 

1. There is no known mechanism to explain 
how all the mass of the universe could 
converge simultaneously, reconvene, and 
bounce back with 100 percent efficiency 

2. Even if such a mechanism could be 
conceived, there could not have been an 
actual infinite number of past cycles because 
of the problems with an actual infinite 

3. If the universe is going to contract into 
another point, then the only thing that will 
draw the matter of the universe back 
together is gravity (which is not strong 
enough considering the density of the 
universe) 

4. The Second Law of Thermodynamics 
a. The Argument 

i. The universe is moving irreversibly toward a state 
of maximum disorder and minimum energy 

b. Two Objections 
i. The universe is infinite and, therefore, the argument 

does not work 
ii. The second law of thermodynamics is clearly 

defined for each and every segment of the universe, 
but it has no clear meaning when applied to the 
universe as a whole 

ii. Premise 2: The Beginning of the Universe Was Caused 
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1. The first event needs a cause, for unlike God, it was not a 
necessary being and it had a beginning and an end 

2. Objection of Quantum Mechanics 
a. Statement 

i. Quantum mechanics shows that there is an ultimate 
indeterminacy in nature at the subatomic level 

b. Replies 
i. Not all philosophers and physicists are agreed as to 

how to interpret quantum mechanics.  Perhaps we 
do not yet know the cause of the apparent 
indeterminacy at the quantum level. 

ii. Even if one interprets quantum mechanics along 
realist lines, it does not follow that events above the 
subatomic level do not have causes 

iii. Premise 3: The Cause of the Beginning of the Universe Was Personal 
1. The only way a physicalist understanding of the beginning of the 

universe can avoid the first event being uncaused is to say that the 
necessary and sufficient conditions for the first event existed from 
all eternity in a timeless, changeless state 

2. The only way for the first event to arise spontaneously from a 
timeless, changeless, spaceless state of affairs, and at the same 
time be caused, is that the event resulted from the free act of a 
person or agent 

e. Conclusion 
i. It is most reasonable to believe that the universe had a beginning which 

was caused by a timeless, immutable agent 
ii. Basic theism established 

III. Chapter 2: The Design Argument 
a. Different Kinds of Design 

i. Design as Order 
1. Order as qualitative sequences 
2. Order as regularities of spatial compresence 
3. Order as regularities of temporal succession 

ii. Design as Purpose 
1. Distinguish between a plan or intention and a purpose, goal, or end 
2. Purpose as beneficient or nonbeneficient order 
3. Distinguish between an action and the result of an action 
4. Design as either purpose or plan may involve biological or 

nonbiological examples 
iii. Design as Simplicity 

1. The unity and simplicity of the world evidence as the result of a 
single, rational, efficient mind 

iv. Design as Complexity 
1. The more we discover about the universe, the more we find that it 

is incredibly complex and intricate 
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2. It is one thing for a simple phenomenon to be capable of being 
simplified.  It is another thing to find simple unity where there is 
complex diversity. 

v. Design as Beauty 
1. The beauty of the world and some of its aspects 

a. Point toward a grand Artist 
2. The beauty of the theories which accurately describe the world and 

some of its aspects 
a. Point toward a grand Mind 

vi. Design as Sense and Cognition 
1. The existence of sensory and cognitive faculties are evidence of 

design 
2. The existence of truths, concepts, and theories 

a. It seems they are sometimes discovered and not invented 
b. The universe appears to be designed by a mathematician 

vii. Design as Information 
1. Design as order which involves a simple structural unit which is 

repeated over and over again 
a. Contain high order but little information 

2. Design as order which involves the linguistic terms �code�, 
�transcribe�, and �translate� 

a. Contain high order and high degree of information 
viii. Design and Cosmic Constants 

1. The Data 
a. Had the rate of expansion of the big bang been different by 

as little as one part in a million, no life would have been 
possible 

b. The material of the observable universe is isotropic (evenly 
distributed) to an accuracy of 0.1 percent.  Slight variations 
would rule out life. 

c. Gravitational constant, strong force constant, weak force, 
and electromagnetic force.  Any values slightly greater or 
smaller would preclude life. 

d. The balance of matter to antimatter had to be accurate to 
one part in 10 billion for the universe to arise 

e. The random coalescing of several unrelated factors 
necessary for life someplace in the universe is highly 
improbable 

i. Ratio of carbon to oxygen 
ii. Mass of proton value could make hydrogen unstable 

iii. Temperature of earth is fit for life, but dependent on 
many factors 

1. Distance from sun 
2. Size of earth 
3. Rotational speed 
4. Special atmosphere 
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iv. Proper amount of metals, radioactive elements, and 
water-forming compounds 

f. The chance formation of life from nonlife has been 
estimated at around 1 x 1040,000 

2. The Proper Use of the Data 
a. Objection 

i. If the world had been one in which intelligent life 
could not evolve, then we should not be here to 
discuss the matter 

b. Reply 
i. Arguments not utilized by theists 

1. Isn�t it amazing that life arose here on earth 
and not somewhere else? 

2. Isn�t it amazing that the factors necessary 
for life preceded us instead of some other 
factors preceding us 

ii. It is amazing that the sequential factors necessary 
for life happened at all 

b. Different Forms of Design Arguments 
i. The Synthetic A Priori Argument 

1. Definition 
a. A truth which is known about the world immediately by 

rational intuition, (perhaps without being based on 
experience), is metaphysically necessary (expressing what 
must be the case in all examples which it covers) 

b. The strongest possible form of the design argument 
2. The Argument 

a. Something cannot come from nothing 
b. There must be as much reality in a cause as in an effect 
c. A cause must resemble its effect 
d. Meaning or information must come from a mind 
e. Parts do not cooperate toward ends unless they were put 

together by a planner for that end 
ii. The Argument from Analogy 

1. Empirical (a posteriori).  Makes an appeal to evidence in the form 
of generalizations. 

2. Argument by induction (the premises make likely, but do not 
necessarily prove, the conclusion) 

3. Crucial questions 
a. Are the two objects of comparison a great deal like each 

other, at least enough to offset the ways they are different? 
b. Are the two objects of comparison like each other in ways 

relevant to the analogy being used? 
iii. Probability Arguments 

1. The Possibility View (Classic View) 
a. Definition 
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i. If an event can occur in h different ways out of a 
total number of n possible ways, all of which are 
equally likely, then the probability of the event is 
h/n.  The outcomes must be equipossible. 

b. Properties 
i. Repeated experiences can cast doubt on the 

possibility theory by indicating that the outcomes 
may not be equally possible 

ii. Special conjunct rule (applies to all probability 
views) � When a probability has been assigned to 
each of two events, A and B, and the occurrence of 
on e has nothing to do with the occurrence of the 
other, then P(A and B) = P(A) x P(B) 

c. Design argument usage 
i. When cosmic singularities are considered, there is 

no reason to say, for example, that the value of the 
rate of expansion of the big bang was antecedently 
favorable to some other value.  Several values were 
equipossible.  Several cosmic singularities have 
nothing to do with each other, and thus the special 
probability conjunct rule applies to the probability 
of all of them obtaining. 

ii. Used to calculate the probabilities of the chance 
(accidental or indifferent) formation of life (DNA 
and so forth) 

2. The Frequency View 
a. Definition 

i. Probability statements are essentially statistical 
summaries: they report the proportion of favorable 
occurrences to total occurrences in the past 

ii. If, after n repetitions of an experiment (where n is 
very large), an event is observed to occur in h of 
these, then the probability of the event is h/n 

b. Design argument usage 
i. Origin of life � 25 years of laboratory experiments 

have confirmed that a random distribution of 
organic compounds will be formed in prebiotic soup 
experiments, in the absence of interference from the 
person conducting the experiment 

3. The Evidential View 
a. Definition 

i. When one says the p is probable, one means that p 
is reasonable 

ii. This view focuses on how (and to what extent) 
evidence confirms a proposition 
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iii. To say that p is probable is to say that, given the 
relevant evidence E, E confirms p to some degree x 

b. Design argument usage 
i. Certain features of design in the world are more 

reasonable, given that God exists, than they are 
without God 

c. Criticisms of the Argument(s) 
i. Criticisms from David Hume (from Dialogues Concerning Natural 

Religion) 
1. The Uniqueness of the Universe 

a. Assumed we can infer from an observed A to an observed B 
only when we frequently see As and Bs together, and we 
can infer to a B only when we have actually seen other Bs 

b. Assumed that the universe is unique and conclusions 
cannot be reached about unique objects by analogy 

2. The Problem of Infinite Regress 
a. Criticism 

i. If one needs to postulate that design needs a 
designer, then so does the designer, and this leads to 
an infinite regress 

b. Reply 
i. y can explain x even if y itself needs an explanation 

ii. Explanation cannot keep going on forever.  One has 
to stop somewhere with an explanatory ultimate. 

iii. The ideas in the Mind of the object�s designer do 
not need to exhibit the same kind of order as the 
parts of an object.  Ideas do not stand in that sort of 
relation to one another. 

3. The Kind of God Postulated 
a. Criticism 

i. Even if the design argument is correct, one does not 
get the full-blown Creator God of Christian theism 
out of the argument 

b. Reply 
i. True, but the whole case for Christian theism does 

not rest on the design argument, but on a 
culmulative case of arguments 

ii. Even if one grants that the design argument gives us 
several, corporeal, finite gods, this would itself be a 
significant conclusion and would be enough to 
refute naturalism 

iii. Disorder presupposes order, and when theists say 
that God is all-powerful, they do not mean that God 
can do anything whatever, but only that he can do 
anything that power can do 

4. The Viability of Rival Hypotheses 
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a. Criticism 
i. The theistic hypothesis has rival theories which 

make it impossible to decide which one is best 
ii. Analogy of the vegetable 

b. Reply 
i. Because something is possible, it does not follow 

that it is reasonable.  One ought to proportion 
beliefs to the amount of evidence available. 

ii. In the case of the design of a machine one is dealing 
with the radical origination of a thing where its 
parts are transformed from a nonorderly state into a 
highly orderly one.  In the case of a vegetable, we 
have a process where organized bodies generate 
other organized bodies. 

iii. Vegetables themselves conform to laws and 
formulas of scientific laws which are themselves 
examples of regularities of temporal succession.  
Such regularities can be explained by postulating a 
rational agent behind them. 

ii. A Further Criticism of Analogy 
1. The theistic criterion for design is the presence of a curious 

arrangement of parts adapted toward an end, which is a poor 
criterion 

2. The proper criterion is whether or not the object bears the marks of 
machinery or other artifacts and does not resemble normal objects 
found in nature 

3. Reply 
a. The criterion appears to be circular 
b. The criterion is too strong 
c. One could grant the criterion and go on to argue that design 

as information still passes the test.  One does not need to be 
able to translate the language to recognize that it is a 
language. 

d. Sometimes criteria are formulated because of their 
convenience but they do not necessarily mark off the 
essence of the things they pick out 

iii. Evolutionary Criticism of the Design Argument 
1. What appears to be examples of design�for instance, the 

adaptation of an organism to its environment�are only examples 
of apparent design 

2. Reply 
a. Evolution is a theory which applies only to biological 

examples of design.  One can go outside biological 
evolution to find examples of design. 

b. Some theists have accepted and used evolution as a whole 
as an example of design 
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c. One can seek to argue against the general theory of 
evolution and thus try to show that it is not adequate to 
account for all the biological phenomena in the world 

i. Critics mean to attack macroevolution and not 
microevolution 

ii. It is simply false to say that macroevolution is 
clearly true and without serious problems 

iv. Probability and the Design Argument 
1. Objection 1 

a. When theists point to the immense improbability that life 
arose form nonlife by chance, they employ the equipossible 
notion of probability; the relative-frequency notion of 
probablility is the preferable one 

2. Reply 
a. This claim is simply false.  Theists use all three notions of 

probability 
b. No reason to prefer the relative-frequency view to the 

probability view 
c. Scientists themselves use an equipossible understanding of 

probability when thermodynamics is given a statistical 
interpolation 

3. Objection 2 
a. If the combination of atoms composing the eye is only one 

out of a billion of possible combinations, then so is every 
other possible combination 

4. Reply 
a. It is important how one characterizes exactly what it is one 

is attaching his probability to.  The probability is not that 
any random combination will occur, but a particular 
combination will occur at random. 

d. Conclusion 
i. Theism provides a way of marking off as special the various aspects of 

design in the cosmos (they are features which usually go with intelligence) 
and the theist has an explanatory hypothesis that makes such features 
probable. 

ii. Naturalism can only mark off these examples by saying that the conditions 
which generated them are just there�they are simply the ones which 
occurred.  Naturalism adopts a hypothesis which is exceedingly unlikely. 

IV. Chapter 3: God and the Argument from Mind 
a. Arguments for Dualism 

i. Dualism Defined 
1. Mind/Body Problem 

a. Is a human being composed of 1 or 2 ultimate components? 
b. If the answer is two, how do these two relate to one 

another? 
2. Physicalism 
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a. The only thing which exists is matter (an ideal, completed 
form of physics) 

b. A human being is just a physical system (no mind or soul, 
just a brain and central nervous system) 

3. Dualism 
a. In addition to the body, a human being also has a 

nonphysical component called a soul, mind, or self 
b. Types of Dualism 

i. Property dualism 
ii. Substance dualism 

4. Properties 
a. Definition 

i. An entity: redness, hardness, wisdom, triangularity, 
or painfulness 

b. Characteristics 
i. A universal, not a particular 

ii. Immutable and does not contain opposites 
iii. Can be had by something else 
iv. Do not have causal powers 

5. Substances 
a. Defintion 

i. An entity like an apple 
b. Characteristics 

i. A particular 
ii. Can change and have opposites 

iii. Basic, fundamental existents 
iv. Does have causal powers 

6. Property Dualism (epiphenomenalism) 
a. The mind is a property of the body which ceases to exist 

when the body ceases to function 
7. Substance Dualism (historic Christian view) 

a. The mind, distinct from the body, is a real substance which 
can cause things to happen by acting and which can exist 
when the body ceases to function 

ii. Dualism Defended 
1. Problems with Physicalism as a General Worldview 

a. If theism is true, then physicalism as a worldview is false 
b. A number of people argue that numbers exist and that they 

are abstract, nonphysical entitites 
i. If mathematics imparts knowledge, there must be 

something that this knowledge is about 
ii. Scientific laws and theories seem to assert their 

existence 
c. Some argue that values exist and are not physical 
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d. If physicalism is true, what to make of the existence and 
nature of theories, meanings, concepts, propositions, the 
laws of logic, and truth itself? 

e. Universals seem to exist and they are not material 
2. Problems with Mind/Body Physicalism 

a. Nature of Identity 
i. If �two� things are identical, then whatever is true 

of the one is true of the other 
ii. If something is true of the one which is not true of 

the other, then they are two things and not one 
iii. Just because two things phenomena are inseparable 

does not mean they are identical 
1. Redness and roundness, and an apple 
2. Trilaterality, and triangularity 

b. The Distinctiveness of Mental and Physical Properties 
i. Mental events do not seem to have properties that 

hold for physical events 
c. Private Access and Incorrigibility 

i. A brain surgeon could be wrong about what is 
happening in my brain, but I cannot be wrong about 
what is currently happening in my mind 

d. The Experience of First-Person Subjectivity 
i. The subjective character of experience (e.g., 

consciousness) is hard to capture in physicalist 
terms 

ii. Subjective states of experience exist 
iii. A physicalist, scientific description of the world 

leaves out the character of subjective awareness 
e. Secondary Qualities 

i. We sense qualities like colors, tastes, sounds, 
smells, and textures 

ii. These qualities do not exist in the external world, 
but as sense data (mental objects or images) in the 
mind 

f. Intentionality 
i. The mind�s aboutness or ofness 

ii. Mental states point beyond themselves to other 
objects even if those objects do not exist 

g. Personal Identity 
i. Substance dualists argue that persons do maintain 

absolute identity through change, because they 
have, in addition to their bodies, a soul that remains 
constant through change 

ii. Physicalists have no alternative but to hold that 
personal identity is not absolute 

1. Critique 
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a. Why should I ever fear the future if I 
will not be there? 

b. Why should anyone be punished? 
c. If the unity of the self cannot be 

maintained over time, how can the 
unity of the self be maintained at a 
given time? 

h. Morality, Responsibility, and Punishment 
i. Physicalism seems to imply determinism.  My 

choices are determined by the laws of chemistry and 
physics plus boundary conditions. 

ii. If our common-sense notions of freedom, moral 
obligation, responsibility, and punishment are true, 
then physicalism is false 

iii. Mind/Body Physicalism Refuted 
1. What Is Self-Refutation? 

a. When a statement fails to satisfy itself (i.e., to conform to 
its own criteria of validity or acceptability), it is self-
refuting.  Such statements are necessarily false. 

2. Why Is Physicalism Self-Refuting? 
a. Minds must have intentionality; they must be capable of 

having thoughts about or of the world 
b. Reasons, propositions, thoughts, laws of logic and 

evidence, and truth must exist and be capable of being 
instanced in people�s minds and influencing their thought 
processes 

c. One must be able to �see� or have rational insight into the 
flow of the argument and be influenced by this act of 
perception in forming one�s beliefs 

d. In order for one to rationally think through a chain of 
reasoning such that one sees the inferential connections in 
the chain, one would have to be the same self present at the 
beginning of the though process as the one present at the 
end 

e. The activity of rational thought seems to require an agent 
view of the self which involves four theses: 

i. I must be able to deliberate, to reflect about what I 
am going to do 

ii. I must have free will; given choices a and b, I can 
genuinely do both 

iii. I am an agent.  My acts are often self-caused.  I 
must act as an agent. 

iv. Free will is incompatible with physical determinism 
3. Conclusion 

a. It is self-refuting to argue that one ought to choose 
physicalism because he should see that the evidence is 
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good for physicalism.  Physicalism cannot be offered as a 
rational theory because it does away with the necessary 
preconditions for there to be such a thing as rationality. 

b. The Origin of Mind 
i. Problems with mind emerging from matter without the direction of a 

superior intelligence 
1. Why should we trust the deliverances of the mind as being rational 

or true, especially in the mind�s more theoretical activities? 
a. If mental activities do not cause anything anyway, if mind 

emerged then it is hard to see how it could come about by 
aiding an organism in its evolutionary struggle for survival 

2. If thinking involves having abstract entities (propositions, laws of 
logic, and the like) instanced in one�s mind, then it seems to be 
incredibly unlikely that a property which emerged from matter in a 
struggle for survival would be the sort of thing that could have 
thoughts in it in the first place 

ii. The Emergent Property View 
1. Wholes and Parts 

a. In nature, wholes are often greater than the sum of their 
parts.  Nature exhibits a hierarchy of systems�subatomic 
particles, atoms, molecules, cells, organs, whole organisms.  
Each level has properties of the wholes at that level which 
are not properties of their constituent parts. 

2. Levels of Explanation and Complementarity 
a. Each level in a hierarchy can be explained by using 

concepts appropriate at that level.  Further, all the levels are 
complementary. 

3. Causation Between Levels 
a. Lower levels in the hierarchy cause things to happen at 

higher levels but not vice versa 
4. Resultant View of the Self 

a. The self is an emergent property which supervenes upon 
the brain.  The self becomes a discontinuous series of 
mental events when mental properties are instanced in 
different brain events. 

b. Example: Mental state and conscious awareness 
5. Conclusion: �Epiphenomenalism is ruled out as an inadequate 

account o the necessary features of rationality because it cannot 
account for the existence of intentionality, it leaves no room for 
genuine rational agency to freely choose mental beliefs, and there 
is no enduring �I� to be present through the process of thought� (p. 
99) 

iii. The Origin of Mind as an Emergent Property 
1. How can mind (not identical to the brain�s structure), the capacity 

to know truth, and so forth, emerge from mindless, nonrational 
matter? 
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2. Emergent Property View (EPV) 
a. The mind is not the same thing as the brain�s structure; it 

supervenes over that structure and is a genuinely new entity 
which must come into being somehow or other 

b. Critique 
i. At the level of normal-sized macroscopic objects 

things just do not pop in and out of existence.  Even 
if mind is not such an object, its emergence seems 
to be tied to the brain.  And the brain is such an 
object.  So it is not very promising to account for 
the emergence of mind by saying it comes from 
nothing. 

3. Potential Emergent Property View 
a. When something emerges new it emerges not from nothing 

but potentiality 
b. Mind must somehow be in matter potentially such that 

when matter reaches a certain stage of development, mind 
becomes actual 

c. Critique 
i. It is hard to see how this is compatible with the 

doctrines and motives of physicalism.  If mind is 
potential in matter, then physicalism seems to 
become some form of panpsychism (the view that 
mind is ultimate). 

ii. One could no longer hold that physical laws could 
exhaustively describe the causal processes of the 
universe 

iii. The future existence of God could not be ruled out 
on this view 

iv. It is hard to specify just what these potential mental 
properties are.  Are they conscious, and if so, then 
why do we have no memory from them when they 
emerge to form our own minds?  If these potential 
mental properties are not conscious, how are they 
still mental? 

d. Conclusion 
i. The existence of mind has always been a problem 

for the physicalist 
iv. Conclusion: The endowments which we possess cannot possibly be from 

ourselves.  They point to the ultimate Mind and ground of rationality 
himself. 

V. Chapter 4: God and the Meaning of Life 
a. What are we getting at when we ask for an answer to our questions about the 

meaning of life? 
i. The question of the meaning of life can be raised with different scopes in 

mind, although the answer to one may affect the answer to others 
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1. Why does the universe exist?  Why is there something rather than 
nothing? 

2. Why do human beings in general exist? 
3. Why do I exist? 

ii. The question of the meaning of life involves the notions of value and 
purpose 

iii. Question for this chapter�s purposes: Are there any objective values which 
provide significance for the universe as a whole, human life in general, or 
my life in particular, and which provide a goal or purpose for the universe, 
human life, or my life? 

b. Metaethics and the Meaning of Moral Statements 
i. Metaethics � branch of philosophy which analyzes the meaning of certain 

moral terms (right, wrong, good, bad, ought, worth, and so forth) 
ii. Noncognitivist Theories � deny that moral statements are indicative 

statements which can be either true or false 
1. Emotivism 

a. The meaning of moral statements consists in the expression 
of emotions 

b. Hurrah for x! 
2. Imperativalism 

a. Moral statements are moral commands 
b. Do x! 

3. Critique of noncognitivist theories 
a. Moral judgments can occur in the absence of feelings or in 

the absence of commands and some expressions of feelings 
or some commands are not moral judgments 

b. Emotivism and imperativalism imply that there is no such 
thing as moral education (since there is no cognitive 
information to learn) and there is no such thing as a moral 
disagreement 

c. Some moral statements seem to stand in logical relations 
with other moral statements, which only indicative 
statements can do 

iii. Cognitivist Theories � moral statements make truth claims because they 
are indicative statements which convey descriptive factual information 

1. Subjectivist Theories � moral statements convey information about 
the speaker of the moral statement 

a. Private subjectivism 
i. I dislike x 

b. Cultural relativism 
i. We in our culture dislike x 

2. Objectivist Theories � moral statements convey information about 
persons or moral acts by describing properties of those persons or 
acts 

a. Ethical naturalism 
i. x is right = x is what is approved by most people 
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ii. Moral properties turn out to be properties which are 
biological or psychological 

iii. Critique 
1. It confuses an �is� with an �ought� by 

reducing the latter to the former 
2. Every attempted reduction of a moral 

property to a natural one has failed because 
there are cases where an act is right even if it 
does not have the natural property, and an 
act can have the natural property and not be 
right 

b. Ethical nonnaturalism 
i. �x is good� ascribes an unanalyzable, irreducible 

moral property to x just as �the apple is red� 
ascribes the natural property redness to the apple 

ii. Critique 
1. Supporting argument of �queerness� would 

rule out other �queer� entities like numbers, 
persons, laws of logic, universals, sets, and 
any other nonphysical entity 

c. Reasons for Begin Moral 
i. One can distinguish specific moral acts from what philosophers call the 

moral point of view 
ii. One can distinguish between motives and reasons for adopting the moral 

point of view 
iii. The question �why should I be moral?� is asking for the motives, but more 

importantly, the reasons why someone should adopt the moral point of 
view as a part of a rational plan of life 

d. Four Views of the Meaning of Life 
i. Nihilism and Naturalism 

1. Nihilism � the pessimistic view of life that human existence is 
totally and irremediably meaningless and that nothing is of real 
value 

a. Private subjectivism is the theory of metaethics most 
consistent with nihilism 

2. Nihilism and the Death of God 
a. Since God is dead (i.e., since the concept of God can no 

longer be believed and no longer holds sway for modern 
men), then life is absurd and values do not exist 

i. Critique 
1. The concept of God is not vanishing from 

Western culture.  It is the idea that �God is 
dead� that is dying. 

2. It is false that values do not exist; values are 
properly basic beliefs 

3. Nihilism and Science 
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a. Science has shown that life is meaningless 
i. Critique 

1. Questions of meaning and value are outside 
the limits of science 

2. It is a self-refuting claim to assert that 
philosophical questions are meaningless or 
false and only scientific claims are true and 
rational, for this is a philosophical claim 
about science and not a claim of science 

3. Some moral values can be known with more 
certainty than some scientific theories 

4. Two Final Objections to Nihilism 
a. A nihilist cannot rationally recommend that others have a 

moral responsibility to be nihilists 
b. Nihilism is unlivable 

ii. Temporal Purpose and Optimistic Humanism 
1. The View 

a. Optimistic humanism is a life-affirming enterprise.  Life�s 
meaning is derived from us creating our own values and 
giving life whatever meaning we choose to give it. 

b. Objective meaning or an objective point to life does not 
exist 

c. Consistent with the following metaethical views 
i. Imperativalism 

ii. Private subjectivism 
iii. Emotivism 
iv. Cultural relativism 
v. Ethical naturalism 

2. Three Objections to Optimistic Humanism 
a. There is no rational justification for choosing it over 

nihilism 
b. It either fails to provide the rationale for a moral objection 

to obviously immoral behavior, or if it does provide such a 
rationale, it becomes inconsistent 

c. It really answers the question of the meaning of life in the 
negative (just as nihilism does) 

iii. Immanent Purpose and Transcendentalism 
1. The View 

a. There is no reason why something rather than nothing 
exists, that there is no purpose for human history, that there 
is no life after death, and that humans are the result of a 
blind process of evolution.  But life does have objective 
meaning because objective values can be found within life. 

2. Objections to the Immanent Purpose View 
a. It cannot account for at least three features of moral life as 

we really experience it 
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i. Moral responsibility seems to imply free will 
ii. The feeling of moral guilt or shame at moral failure 

iii. We often believe in retributive punishment 
b. The existence of moral values as an ultimate, brute given in 

an impersonal universe is counterintuitive and puzzling 
c. Even if we grant that moral values are part of the ultimate 

furniture of the universe, it is hard to see why they would 
have anything whatever to do with human beings 

d. It would seem inconsistent to allow that moral values can 
exist and be known and not allow that God exists and can 
be known.  Some of the reasons for atheism count against 
its moral views as well. 

e. Even if one grants that there is some sort of natural law or 
objective morality which can be known by intuition, one 
still cannot know much about morality from such cases of 
intuition, except broad, general ethical knowledge 

f. It does not really have an adequate answer for why I should 
be moral when doing so goes against my own interest 

iv. Cosmic Purpose and Christian Theism 
1. The View 

a. The cosmos exists to glorify God and to promote the good 
of God�s creatures, especially man.  Human history has a 
purpose and can be seen as a struggle between good and 
evil, and which moves toward the vindication of God, 
justice, righteousness, and the reward of those who have 
trusted Christ and lived according to the dictates of 
morality (which come from God). 

b. Answers all aspects of the question of the meaning of life 
(and succeeds where other views fail) 

c. Provides more meaning to life that other views (even when 
the others succeed) 

2. Objections to the Cosmic Purpose View 
a. God does not solve the problem of values; he only 

complicates the problem 
i. Either something is moral because God commands 

it or God commands it because it is moral 
ii. Dilemma: God is either arbitrary or subject to 

morality himself 
iii. Response 

1. Morality is rooted in the nature of God 
b. The presence of God undercuts the meaning of life, for God 

dictates to man what will and will not count as meaningful 
and man cannot choose this for himself.  Further, man 
becomes a mere tool in God�s own plan to promote his 
ends. 
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c. The existence of God and an afterlife does not give 
meaning to life.  Bestowing eternity on an empty life does 
not make it meaningful but only yields an eternity of 
emptiness.  It is also possible to conceive the existence of 
God in such a way so that life is still meaningless. 

d. The Christian answer to why one should be moral collapses 
into personal egoism.  One should be moral because a 
cosmic payoff in the sky awaits 

e. Pascal�s Cosmic Wager 
i. If one chooses Christian theism, he has lost very little if he is wrong (he 

may even gain much happiness in this life) 
ii. If one chooses Christian theism, he has gained a great deal if he is right 

iii. It is both rational and prudent to wager that Christian theism is the best 
answer to questions about the meaning of life 

VI. Chapter 5: The Historicity of the New Testament 
a. Assumptions 

i. The New Testament is a collection of 27 separate historical sources which 
may have written or oral sources behind them 

b. General Tests for Historicity 
i. Historiography 

1. Definition 
a. A branch of study which focuses on the logical, conceptual, 

and epistemological aspects of what historians do 
2. Tests for historicity 

a. Bibliographical test � how many manuscript copies do we 
have of the document and how far removed are they in time 
from the originals? 

b. Internal test � does the document itself claim to be actual 
history written by eyewitnesses? 

c. External test � does material external to the document 
confirm the reliability of the document? 

d. The document has a high probability of reliability if: 
i. It is a personal letter 

ii. It is intended for small audiences 
iii. It is written in unpolished style 
iv. It contains trivia and lists of details 

ii. Conclusion: New Testament text we currently possess is an accurate 
representation of the original documents 

c. The Presence of Eyewitnesses 
i. Case for New Testament eyewitnesses 

1. Strong prima facie case that much of the NT (including the 
Gospels and the sources behind them) was written by eyewitnesses 

2. Apostolic position in the early church was widely known to 
include the qualification of being an eyewitness 

3. There is indirect testimony to eyewitness evidence in the Gospels 
ii. Arguments Supporting Eyewitness Influence 
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1. Tests 
a. A document should be assumed trustworthy unless, under 

burden of proof, it is shown to be unreliable 
b. A presumption of truthtelling is especially strong if the 

eyewitness passes these tests: 
i. He is able to tell the truth 

ii. He is willing to do so 
iii. He is accurately reported 
iv. There is external corroboration of his testimony 

c. The presence of adverse eyewitnesses would have 
hampered the spread of Christianity 

d. If the NT picture of Jesus was not based on the testimony 
of eyewitnesses, how could a consistent tradition about him 
ever have been formed and written? 

2. Conclusion 
a. Eyewitness apostolic control over the tradition is the best 

explanation for the emergence of a consistent, written 
portrait of Jesus 

iii. Three Objections to Eyewitness Influence 
1. After the experience of the �Easter event��a  powerful, subjective 

feeling of the presence of the Christ after Jesus� death�the church 
lost interest in the biographical details of the historical Jesus who 
really lived and were rather interested in the ongoing experience of 
the Christ who was continually with them 

2. The eyewitness nature of the NT record of Jesus argues that 
ancient people were less interested in facts than we are today and 
thus ancient historians were not concerned or able to distinguish 
fact from fiction 

3. The Gospel materials present themselves in classifiable forms 
which met needs in the early church; thus, they are the result of a 
great deal of shaping at the hands of the early Christian community 

d. The Gospels and Jewish Oral Tradition 
i. Thesis (derived from the Uppsala school view) 

1. The disciples of Jesus, much like the disciples of other Jewish 
rabbis of their time, were capable of memorizing massive amounts 
of their rabbi�s teaching material 

ii. Evidence 
1. Jesus� relation to his disciples was similar to that of Jewish rabbis 

to their pupils 
2. The Gospels arose primarily in a Jewish milieu where there was 

respect for holy tradition and oral transmission 
3. This view explains the role of an apostle and his authority as it is 

presented in the NT, namely, as an authoritative, eyewitness 
guardian of the tradition 

4. It explains the way the NT writers themselves refer to their own 
view of the way they handled the tradition about Jesus 
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iii. Objections 
1. The Uppsala school bases its view on rabbinic practices and 

traditions that were late (A.D. 200); it is, however, unwarranted to 
parallel that tradition with practices current in A.D. 70 

2. One cannot draw parallels between rabbinic and Christian tradition 
e. Marks of Historicity in the Gospel Materials 

i. The Form of Jesus� Sayings 
1. Poetic or otherwise easily memorizable (common teaching form 

for Jewish rabbis at the time) 
ii. Other Distinctive Features of Jesus� Sayings 

1. Use of the words amen and abba, and the phrases how much more, 
which of you, and disciple 

2. Aramaisms 
iii. The Presence of Irrelevant Material 

1. Material irrelevant to the early church (50-90) 
2. Favorable attitude toward Israel 

iv. The Lack of Relevant Material 
1. The church failed to put into the Synoptic tradition material that 

would have helped the church a great deal during the period when 
the tradition was passed on orally 

v. Counterproductive Features 
1. The Gospels contain features which are embarrassing or 

counterproductive to the purpose for which it was written 
f. The Time Factor 

i. The Expansion of Christianity 
1. From Hebrew/Aramaic to Greek/Gentile cultures 
2. Hellenistic influence already present in Palestine in Jesus� day 

a. Evidence of Hellenistic thought patterns or Greek language 
does not necessarily mean the material is not early 

ii. Paul�s Letters 
1. General Dating 

a. Most dated from 49 to 65 
b. Exhibit a high, advanced Christology 
c. No evidence of evolutionary development of Christology 

2. Creeds and Hymns 
a. They are pre-Pauline and very early 
b. Their content centers on the death, resurrection, and deity 

of Christ 
c. They served as hymns of worship in the liturgy of the early 

assemblies and as didactic expressions for teaching the 
Christology of the church 

3. Galatians 1 and 2 
a. Paul�s understanding of Jesus came by direct revelation 1 

to 2 years after the crucifixion, and later he confirmed the 
truth of the revelatory message with the apostles 

4. 1 Corinthians 16:22 
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a. Written to a Gentile congregation with little Jewish 
influence in 55 or 56 

b. The Aramaic word maranatha in the closing suggests the 
Gentiles were familiar with this standard form of address 
that meant �come deity Jesus� 

5. 1 Corinthians 15:3-8 
a. One of the earliest pre-Pauline creeds (probably 3 to 8 

years after the crucifixion) 
b. Features 

i. The words delivered and received are terms 
descriptive of rabbinic treatment of holy tradition, 
indicating that this is holy tradition received by Paul 

ii. Several primitive, early, pre-Pauline phrases are 
used (�the twelve,� �the third day,� �he was seen,� 
�for our sins� [plural], �he was raised�).  These 
phrases are very Jewish and early. 

iii. The poetic style is Hebraic 
iv. The Aramaic Cephas is used; this was an early way 

of referring to Peter. 
iii. The Gospels 

1. Traditional Dating (this theory based on primacy of Mark) 
a. Based on the antisupernatural bias that Jesus could not have 

predicted the fall of Jerusalem in 70 
b. Mark at 70 
c. Matthew at 75 
d. Luke at 85 
e. John at 95 

2. Reasons to date the Gospels earlier 
a. Acts has no mention of the fall of Jerusalem in 70, and this 

is quite odd since much of the activity recorded in Luke-
Acts centers around Jerusalem 

b. No mention is made of Nero�s persecutions in the mid-60s 
and the general tone of Acts toward Roman government is 
irenic (which fits the pre-65 situation well) 

c. The martyrdoms of James (61), Paul (64), and Peter (65) 
are not mentioned in Acts, which is surprising since Acts is 
quick to record the deaths of early church leaders Stephen 
and James (the brother of John) 

d. The subject matter of Acts deals with issues of importance 
prior to the fall of Jerusalem in 70 

e. Several of the expressions in Acts are very early and 
primitive that are not explained (but would need to be after 
the fall of Jerusalem in 70) 

f. The Jewish war against the Romans (from 66 onward) is 
not mentioned in Acts even though it is an important part of 
the history of the early church 
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3. Conclusion 
a. Strong case to date Acts at 62 or 64.  Luke should be dated 

ever earlier, and Matthew and Mark earlier still 
iv. The Historical Jesus of Radical Critics 

1. One critical criterion for determining the authentic words of Jesus 
in the Gospels 

a. Criterion is dissimilarity 
2. Assuming this radical criterion, most radical critics of the Gospels 

still ascribe some words to Jesus. 
a. These �authentic� words of Jesus reveal he had a high view 

of himself 
i. Authority to forgive sins 

ii. Authority to welcome outcasts in God�s name 
iii. In him God�s kingdom had come 
iv. He acts as if he uniquely stands in God�s place 

v. The Speeches in Acts 1-12 
1. Reasons for early dating 

a. These speeches (contrasted with those in Acts 13 and 
following) translate well into Aramaic 

b. They have a unique vocabulary, tone, style, and theology 
when compared the rest of Acts, thus they were probably in 
existence before Acts was written 

c. Their theology is primitive (they do not reflect a great deal 
of developed thinking 

d. When one compares 1 Peter, Mark (which tradition says 
came from Peter), and Peter�s speeches in Acts, the 
language, style, and emphases are almost identical 

e. Acts 1 and 2 indicate that the earliest preaching of the 
gospel took place in Jerusalem seven weeks after the 
crucifixion.  This is historically probable since there is no 
reason for inventing the seven-week interval, and their 
preaching delay could appear suspicious 

VII. Chapter 6: The Resurrection of Jesus (the foundation of the Christian faith) 
a. The Empty Tomb 

i. Arguments for the Empty Tomb 
1. A Variety of Sources 

a. Explicit 
i. Matt 28:11-15 

ii. Mark 16:1-8 (earliest) 
iii. Luke 24:1-12 
iv. John 20:11-18 

b. Implicit 
i. Speeches in Acts 

ii. 1 Cor 15:3-8 (earliest) 
2. The Time and Place of the First Preaching 
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a. Seven-week timeframe between the crucifixion and the first 
preaching is viewed as historically accurate by many 
scholars 

b. Jerusalem a hostile environment for preaching Christ 
(evidence for the empty tomb had to be strong for the 
Christian movement to begin) 

3. No Veneration at Jesus� Tomb 
a. No evidence despite the common custom 

4. The Mutual Acceptance of the Empty Tomb 
a. The main debate was over why the tomb was empty, not if 

it was empty 
5. The Presence of a Jewish Polemic 

a. Jewish polemic found in Matt 28:11-15 assumes an empty 
tomb 

6. The Pre-Markan Passion Narrative 
a. Evidence 

i. Paul�s Last Supper tradition in 1 Cor 11:23-25 
presupposes the pre-Markan narrative 

ii. The passion narrative speaks of �the high priest� 
without using his name, suggesting that Caiaphas 
was still high priest when the passion narrative was 
being circulated (18 to 37) 

iii. The order of the narrative corresponds with that of 
the pre-Pauline formula in 1 Cor 15 which is itself 
very early.  The formula probably predates Paul�s 
visit to Jerusalem in 36 to 38. 

b. Objection 
i. The narrative of the empty tomb was a late addition 

for apologetic reasons 
c. Reply 

i. The accounts of Jesus� burial and the empty tomb 
have several verbal and grammatical similarities 
indicating they belong to the same source 

ii. Several features of the burial account anticipate 
portions of the empty tomb account and would be 
incomplete without them 

iii. Tension is created in the passion account because 
God appears to have abandoned the just One 

7. No Other Burial Story Exists 
a. The presence of just one account of Jesus� burial points to 

the fact that it must have been known to be accurate.  No 
other account was made which could rival the true account. 

8. The Jewish View of Resurrection 
a. Given the contemporary belief about resurrection (being in 

the same body), the tomb of Jesus had to have been empty.  
Had there been no empty tomb, there would have been no 
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belief in a resurrection and no preaching of the resurrection.  
Thus, the early preaching is evidence that the tomb was 
empty. 

ii. Historicity of the Empty Tomb 
1. Historical Features of the Pre-Markan Narrative 

a. The Continuous Account of the Passion Narrative 
i. Each part of the narrative would not make sense 

without the others, thus the narrative was most 
likely one unified piece prior to its inclusion in the 
Gospel 

ii. The Gospels are in high agreement about the flow 
of these events (contrasted with the reports of the 
appearances) 

b. The Reference to Joseph of Arimathea 
i. If Jesus had not been buried in his tomb, this would 

have been all too easy to verify.  It would have been 
highly problematic to have mentioned such a public 
figure if someone were to fabricate the account. 

c. The Accounts of the Tomb 
i. Archaeological discoveries have confirmed the 

accuracy of the description of the tomb of Jesus 
d. The Presence of Women 

i. If someone were going to make up an account of the 
first witnesses to the empty tomb and the risen 
Christ, why would women be chosen instead of the 
disciples? 

ii. The women are named specifically 
iii. Three lists of women have been incorporated into 

Mark�s account, and it is unlikely that any one list 
was made up of information in the others 

iv. In first-century Judaism, a woman�s testimony was 
virtually worthless.  No one would have made up a 
story that included women as the first witnesses of 
the empty tomb. 

e. The Absence of Late Theological Reflection 
i. The empty tomb narrative is primitive in its 

theology.  It is early, unadorned, and accurate. 
f. The Absence of the Three-Day Motif 

i. Although the standard way of referring to the 
resurrection was the phrase the third day, the empty 
tomb narrative uses the early phrase the first day of 
the week 

g. The Difficulty of Harmonization 
i. It is difficult to harmonize the empty tomb and 

appearance narratives in the Gospels. 
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ii. The best way to account for the difficulty is that 
they are different reports from different 
eyewitnesses 

h. The Presence of Semitisms 
i. Event witnessed by Jews on Jewish soil 

ii. Narrative not marked by Hellenistic mythology or 
religions 

i. Other Details 
i. �A group of women went to the tomb� was 

customary for the times 
ii. The fear and unbelief of the disciples (no motive for 

disparaging them) 
iii. The pace of the events surrounding the burial of 

Jesus is realistic, since Jesus died just prior to the 
beginning of the Sabbath and burials were not 
permitted on a Sabbath 

2. The Pre-Pauline Formula in 1 Corinthians 15 
a. The formula �that Christ died, that he was buried, that he 

was raised, that he appeared� necessarily implies an empty 
tomb 

b. The phrase �the third day� necessarily implies an empty 
tomb.  No one saw the resurrection, therefore the only way 
to know it was �the third day� was the evidence of the 
empty tomb. 

iii. Explaining the Empty Tomb 
1. The disciples had nothing to gain by lying and starting a new 

religion 
2. The disciples were Jewish theists and would not risk damning their 

souls to hell by lying to start a new religion 
3. The picture of Jesus was not in keeping with current conceptions 

of what the Messiah would be like (a theocratic ruler who would 
deliver Israel from Gentile oppression) and it would have been 
hard to convince others of its truth 

4. If the empty tomb and resurrection was a fabrication, why did not 
at least one of the disciples break away from the rest and start his 
own version of Christianity?  Or reveal the fraudulent nature of the 
whole enterprise? 

b. The Resurrection Appearances 
i. The Nature of the Appearances 

1. They occur to several individuals (some to a single person, one to a 
group of 500) 

2. They are reported to have taken place during a very specific period 
of 40 days, after which they abruptly cease (except for an 
appearance to Paul) 
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3. Three Greek words used to denote the appearances.  Ophthe, which 
means �he appeared� implies seeing something objectively present 
outside the mind of the observer. 

4. The appearances do not happen just to believers.  Even several of 
the Twelve were unbelieving even after one appearance.  Paul and 
James (Jesus� brother) were not believers when they saw Jesus. 

5. Features of the risen Jesus 
a. Agreement that Jesus appeared in bodily form (a spiritual 

body, but still a body) 
b. Jesus� body was no longer bound by space and time 
c. Jesus could be touched and heard as well as seen 
d. There was a continuity between Christ�s body before the 

resurrection and his mode of existence after the resurrection 
ii. The Evidence for Historicity 

1. Features of the Appearance Narratives 
a. 1 Cor 15:3-8 is an early testimony by Paul himself that he 

saw the bodily resurrected Christ 
b. Women were the first to see the risen Christ, and given the 

status of women as witnesses, this fact is hard to 
understand if it did not happen 

c. Early, primitive phrases (�the twelve,� �Cephas�) are used 
in 1 Cor 15 to report the appearances 

d. The reports of the appearances are difficult to harmonize 
and they are brief and sporadic 

e. The disciples are slow to believe, which would cast doubt 
on the leaders of the early church.  Such a report would be 
counterproductive to their authority and ministries. 

f. The disciples� unbelief makes sense when one realizes that 
the picture of the Messiah in Jewish thought in those days 
did not include the idea of a resurrection 

g. The resurrection appearances are reported with extreme 
reserve (compared to apocryphal gospels) 

2. The Predisposition of the Disciples 
a. Features of first-century Jewish beliefs about resurrection 

and the afterlife 
i. The resurrection of the dead always occurred at the 

end of the world, and not at some point prior to the 
end 

ii. There was no conception of isolated individuals 
rising from the dead. 

iii. The resurrection was conceived in a crude, 
physicalistic way which involved a reassembling of 
the parts of the predeath body 

iv. The Jewish understanding of visions contained two 
elements: 
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1. They were understood as being visions of 
people directly translated to heaven and not 
raised from the dead 

2. Visions were always experienced by 
individuals and not be groups 

b. Because of these beliefs, the disciples would not be 
predisposed to hallucinations 

3. Impossibility of Hallucinations to Explain Resurrection 
a. They were not in a frame of mind to expect a resurrection, 

therefore they would not have been in a state of expectation 
and longing necessary for hallucinations to take place 

b. Hallucinations do not receive an interpretation which is 
entirely new 

c. If the disciples did hallucinate an appearance of Jesus, they 
would have interpreted it as translation and not resurrection 

4. The Psychology of Hallucinations 
a. Hallucinations happen to persons who are high-strung, 

highly imaginative, and nervous 
b. They are linked in an individual�s subconscious to his past 

beliefs and experiences 
c. It is extremely unlikely that two or more people would have 

the same hallucination at the same time 
d. They usually occur at particular places (places of nostalgia 

which create a reminiscing mood) and they recur over a 
long period of time 

e. A simple hallucination could not have transformed the 
disciples, nor could it have sustained their motivation for so 
long 

iii. Explaining the Appearances 
1. Mythical interpretation 
2. Subjective-hallucination interpretation 
3. Objective-vision theory 

a. Features 
i. Jesus lived in spiritual form after his death and God 

granted objective visions of Jesus to the disciples 
ii. True visions of an impression that came from God 

and were not merely subjective hallucinations 
iii. Not visions of physical events 

b. Reply 
i. One must still postulate a full-blown theism, which 

is not a very promising argument for an atheist 
ii. NT writers (including Paul) present Jesus as being 

raised bodily.  Such a view squares with the data, 
explains the empty tomb, and fits well with Jewish 
insistence on a bodily resurrection. 

4. Conclusion 
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a. The most reliable explanation for the appearances of Jesus 
after his death is the one which accepts their veracity 

c. Four Key Features of the Early Church 
i. The Transformation of the Disciples 

1. Why did these men change?  Why did they undergo hardship, 
persecution, pressure, and martyrdom? 

ii. The Change in Key Social Structures in Judaism 
1. Social Structures in Judaism 

a. While obedience to the law was slowly eroding the 
centrality of the sacrificial system, nevertheless the 
importance of sacrificing animals for various sins was a 
major value in first-century Judaism 

b. Emphasis was placed on keeping the law 
c. Keeping the Sabbath was important 
d. Clear-cut non-Trinatarian monotheism was a defining trait 

of the Jew 
e. The Messiah was pictured as a human figure (perhaps 

superhuman, but not God himself), a political king who 
would liberate the Jews from Gentile oppression and 
establish the Davidic kingdom 

2. The early church was a community of Jews who had significantly 
altered or given up these major structures.  What could have 
possibly happened in so short a time? 

3. Society did not change rapidly in those days.  Jews would risk 
becoming social outcasts (or damning their souls to hell) if they 
tampered with the key social structures 

iii. The Sacraments of the Early Church 
1. Eucharist � why would people celebrate the death of someone they 

loved? 
2. Baptism � intimately linked to Jesus� death and resurrection 

iv. The Existence of the Church Itself 
1. What cause can be postulated to explain the fact that the Christian 

church transformed the world of the first century?  What caused 
the church to get started? 

d. Hellenistic Influences 
i. Mystery Religions 

1. Thesis 
a. Several mystery religions in the ancient world which 

involved various stories of dying gods who come back to 
life.  Some have thought that these religions led the early 
church to fabricate similar explanations of Jesus� 
resurrection. 

2. Reply 
a. Christianity is about a real historical person who lived and 

the material about him functions, among other things, to 
give a historical account of what he was like and who he 
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was.  The stories of the mystery religions were never meant 
to be historical narratives and did not function as such. 

b. Similarities between the accounts of Jesus and the mystery 
religions are often apparent and not real 

c. Differences far outweigh similarities 
d. The majority of sources which contain parallels with 

Christianity are dated after the Christian faith was 
established 

e. The mystery religions were syncretistic; Christianity was 
not 

ii. Gnostic Redeemer Myths 
1. Thesis 

a. Prior to the NT there existed a full-blown Gnosticism 
which included a redeemer myth (Iranian Gnostic redeemer 
myth) 

2. Reply 
a. There is absolutely no evidence for a full-blown pre-

Christian Gnosticism.  Gnostic redeemer myths were all 
written 140 and later. 

b. Elements in the NT which were thought to be Gnostic are 
now seen to be Jewish, and some of them are rooted in the 
OT 

c. The Jewish Essenes at Qumran who flourished just prior to 
and after the NT times had a redeemer motif, thus it can be 
demonstrated that this thought was not pagan and Gnostic 
in origin. 

VIII. Chapter 7: Science and Christianity 
a. Purpose of the chapter 

i. Demonstrate that modern science has not demonstrated that religion is 
irrational, a matter of private subjective opinion, and so forth, whereas 
science is the paradigm of truth and rationality 

b. The Debate About Scientific Realism 
i. The Debate 

1. Most people untrained in the philosophy of science accept a 
�realist� view of science.  This view states: 

a. Good scientific theories are rational 
b. Science is the model of rationality 
c. Good scientific theories are true (more or less) descriptions 

of the world 
2. If science says something is true and Christianity seems to conflict 

which science, then Christianity needs to be adjusted 
3. If there is reason to doubt that scientific theories are rational or 

approximately true, then it is difficult to see how science could 
pose a threat to the truth or rationality of Christianity 

4. A large number of scientific philosophers today reject scientific 
realism 
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5. Therefore, it is at least possible that science as a discipline, or 
some particular theory of science, should not be viewed in realistic 
terms 

ii. Rational Realism 
1. Currently the majority view 
2. Core tenets (p. 188) 

a. RR1 � Scientific theories (in mature, developed sciences) 
are true or approximately true 

b. RR2 � The central observational and theoretical terms of a 
mature scientific theory genuinely refer to things in the 
world.  These terms make existence claims. 

c. RR3 � It is possible in principle to have good reasons for 
thinking which of a pair of rival theories is more likely to 
be more approximately true.  Rationality is an objective 
notion and conceptual relativism (what is rational for one 
person or group should not necessarily be so for another 
person or group) is false. 

d. RR4 � A scientific theory will embody certain epistemic 
virtues (simplicity, clarity, internal and external 
consistency, predictive ability, empirical accuracy, scope of 
relevance, fruitfulness in guiding new research) if and only 
if it is approximately true. 

e. RR5 � The aim of science is a literally true picture of the 
world.  Scientific progress tends to converge on truer and 
truer pictures of the world, where later theories usually 
refine and preserve the best parts of earlier theories and are 
closer to the truth than earlier theories. 

iii. Rational Nonrealism 
1. Agreements among the varities 

a. Science is a rational discipline in an objective, nonrelativist 
sense of rationality and that theoretical terms in science do 
not refer to anything in the world and thus science does not 
give a true picture of real entities in the world which lie 
beyond what our senses tell us 

b. Truth is an ontological notion and reasonableness is an 
epistemological notion. 

i. It is possible for something to be true but not 
rational or reasonable 

c. Scientific theories are rational but do not give true 
descriptions of the deep structure of the world�s hidden 
substances, particles, structures, or laws 

2. Phenomenalism 
a. Scientific knowledge is about what we can see 
b. The meaning of expressions which appear to be referring to 

unseen theoretical entities must be taken as referring to 
sensory experience 
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c. Laws or theories are summary statements of past sequences 
of sensory experience which allow one to predict future 
series of sensory experiences 

3. Operationism 
a. Close to phenomenalism 
b. Deny that the theoretical entities of science really exist and 

that the laws of science are true descriptions of the 
underlying structure of the world 

c. Theoretical entities and laws are just sets of laboratory 
operations and recorded numbers in a laboratory notebook 

4. Pragmatism 
a. The aim of science is not to find truer and truer theories, 

but rather to obtain theories that work (i.e., solve problems) 
b. Science aims to solve two broad problems 

i. Empirical problems 
ii. Conceptual problems 

c. Science is a rational discipline because it makes progress in 
solving its problems.  It does not solve its problems 
because it is a rational discipline. 

5. Constructive Empiricism 
a. Science requires us to act as if theoretical entities exist, but 

in reality, all that this means is that such an assumption 
generates theories that work and are empirically adequate 

b. Science is not entitled to make the further claim that 
theoretical entities really exist and that science truly 
describes their properties 

iv. Nonrational nonrealism 
1. There is no such thing as neutral facts or data.  Observation is 

theory-laden. 
2. Rival theories or paradigms are incommensurable (incomparable 

with each other to see which is more rational or closer to the facts).  
Different theories describe different worlds and have their own 
internal criteria of rationality. 

3. The rational authority of science does not consist in a rational 
method of investigation but in a community of practitioners who 
arbitrarily set up rules for what will and will not count as rational 

4. The history is science is not a story of later theories refining and 
extending earlier ones as science converges more and more toward 
the truth.  Rather, it is a history of paradigm shifts (successive 
replacements of one theory by another).  Current theories are no 
more rational or true than earlier ones. 

v. Conclusion to alternatives to rational realism 
1. Rational realism has serious difficulties which have led a large 

number of thinkers to reject it 
2. Even if one holds to some form of rational realism, (as the author 

does), one should still be cautious in accepting a current, 
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established scientific theory as an approximately true description 
of the world.  One should be allowed to be eclectic here. 

3. The boundary between science and nonscience is a difficult one to 
draw, and even if one could draw the line, it would still not follow 
that intellectual problems in those other disciplines are irrelevant to 
the rational assessment of a scientific theory 

4. If rational realism is true, it is not the clear-cut winner in the debate 
over the nature of science.  Therefore, one should not 
automatically assume that the only solution to tensions between 
science and theology is to take a realist view of the scientific 
theory in question. 

c. The Limits of Science 
i. Science and Self-Refutation 

1. The statement �only what can be known by science or quantified 
and empirically tested is rational and true� is self-refuting because 
the statement itself is not a statement of science, but rather a 
philosophical statement about science 

ii. The Presuppositions of Science 
1. The senses are reliable and give accurate information about a 

mind-independent physical world and not merely information 
about my successive sense impressions 

2. The mind is rational and the universe is rational in such a way that 
the mind can know it 

3. To justify induction, nature must in some way be uniform 
4. The laws of logic are true, numbers exist, language has meaning, 

some terms refer to things in the world, truth exists and involves 
some sort of correspondence between theories and the world 

5. The existence of certain moral, epistemic, and methodological 
values 

6. The existence of boundary conditions 
d. Models of Integrating Science and Theology 

i. Difference in Essence 
1. Science and theology are concerned with two distinct and separate 

realms, the natural and the supernatural.  Thus that cannot in 
principle come into conflict. 

2. Critique 
a. This view may be partly correct, but it needs to be 

supplemented by other views of integration, for it is 
inadequate by itself 

ii. Difference in Approach 
1. Science and theology are two distinct noninteracting approaches to 

the same reality.  There are two different versions of this position: 
a. Science and theology describe the same reality, namely, the 

universe and its contents, but they differ in method.  
Theology starts with faith in revelation (personally 
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demanding).  Sciences starts with active and detached 
observation (no personal demands). 

i. Critique 
1. This dichotomy seems to be false 

b. Complementary view 
i. Theological aspects of phenomena and scientific 

aspects of those phenomena are different levels of 
explanation involving their own vocabulary and so 
forth 

ii. Theology focuses on the why and who of a 
phenomenon.  Science focuses on the what and the 
how of the phenomenon. 

iii. Critique 
1. Ontologically it is hard to take the Bible on 

its own terms without seeing in some of its 
statements an account of what the world is 
like and how God brought things about 

2. Cases where God uses primary causes 
provide important epistemological evidence 
for the rational justification of Christian 
theism 

iii. Theology Foundational to Science 
1. Theology provides the metaphysical foundation for science and 

helps to ground the latter by explaining the necessary 
preconditions of science 

2. Critique 
a. Too much has been made of the warfare between science 

and theology where theology is seen as the constant loser 
b. Too much has also been made of the fact that science owes 

its existence to Christian theology 
c. Science probably owes its existence to philosophy 
d. At least the presuppositions of science are consistent with 

Christian theology 
iv. Science Delimitative of Theology 

1. Science provides the boundaries within which theology must work.  
Science can dictate to theology what its limits must be, but not vice 
versa. 

2. Critique 
a. Even if one accepts rational realism, one cannot be 

dogmatic about being a rational realist in light of the 
difficulties raised against it 

b. The Christian worldview has a wide variety of arguments 
in its favor 

c. The history of science shows an incredible list of cases 
where science has changed its views and replaced former 
theories 
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v. Interactive Approaches to the Same Reality 
1. Science and theology are interacting approaches to the same 

reality.  Occasionally they make competing, interacting claims 
about the same reality in such a way that theology sometimes 
implies that gaps will exist in scientific accounts at those points 
where God intervened. 

2. The best view from a biblical worldview 
3. This view can be integrated with the first, second, and third views 

to form a full model of integration between science and theology 
4. Objection 

a. Implies the �God-of-the-gaps� strategy, which is a bad 
strategy since science always plugs the knowledge gaps 

5. Reply 
a. A proper view of the integration of science and theology is 

not limited to view 5 alone, but includes views 1 through 3 
as well.  Thus, view 5 does not limit theological 
explanation to gaps in scientific knowledge. 

b. It is debatable that theology has always lost battles to 
science 

c. Even if the number of gaps in science is small and getting 
smaller, this does not prove that there are no gaps at all.  It 
begs the question to argue that just because most alleged 
gaps turned out to be explainable in scientific terms, then 
all alleged gaps will turn out this way. 

d. A �God-of-the-gaps� argument can be used against science 
itself since most past scientific theories have been replaced 
or falsified 

e. In some cases the gaps may be getting worse rather than 
better with the advance of science 

e. Creation and Evolution 
i. Creation Science 

1. Definition 
a. The scientific evidences for creation and inferences from 

those scientific evidences.  It includes the scientific 
evidences and related inferences that indicate: 

i. Sudden creation of the universe, energy, and life 
from nothing 

ii. The insufficiency of mutation and natural selection 
in bringing about the development of all living 
kinds from a single organism 

iii. Changes only within fixed limits of originally 
created kinds of plants and animals 

iv. Separate ancestry for man and apes 
v. Explanation of the earth�s geology by 

catastrophism, including the occurrence of a 
worldwide flood 
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vi. A relatively recent inception of the earth and living 
kinds 

b. Caveats 
i. Some evangelical scholars do not believe the Bible 

teaches that the flood of Noah was a universal flood 
ii. The age of the earth or universe is not a central 

issue in the debate between creation and evolution 
c. Objections charging that creation science is a religion and 

not a science 
i. Creation science uses a religious concept (�God�) 

and therefore it is a religion and not a science 
1. Reply 

a. There are other scientific theories 
that involve philosophical concepts 
or theoretical terms to explain 
phenomena 

ii. �God� is an illegitimate term in science, not 
because it is religious, but because it is supernatural, 
and science explains by using natural laws 

1. Reply 
a. This begs the question because is 

implies that the explanation must be 
a naturalistic one 

b. Scientists of other generations 
recognized that God was a legitimate 
source of explanation in science 

c. It is far from clear that �God� is 
being used as a supernatural concept 
in any way inappropriate to science 

d. Scientists have long understood the 
difference between establishing the 
existence of a phenomenon and 
explaining it be a natural law 

iii. Creation science is a theory derived from the Bible 
and is therefore not a scientific theory 

1. Reply 
a. Genetic fallacy 

iv. Creation science makes no predictions and is not 
empirically testable 

1. Reply 
a. Creation science makes a large 

number of predictions which can be 
tested 

v. Creation scientists are narrow-minded and hold 
their theory so tenaciously that it causes them to be 
closed to a revision of their theory 
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1. Reply 
a. Ad hominem argument against some 

personality defects of creation 
scientists 

b. Many scientists in other areas of 
science have shown resistance to 
scientific change 

c. Creation scientists have changed 
several features of their model when 
they are compared with their 
counterparts of 100 years ago 

vi. Creation science does not rely on positive evidence 
to support its case, but rather relies on problems in 
evolutionary theory.  But just because some version 
of evolutionary theory is problematic, this does not 
mean creationism is true.  Some other form of 
evolutionary theory may be adequate. 

1. Reply 
a. Creation science does involve 

predictions which give positive 
evidence for creation science 

b. If there is a small number of 
currently available rival hypotheses, 
then if one of those hypotheses is 
falsified or weakened, this does offer 
support to its rivals 

d. Possible explanation of the fossil record 
i. Reaffirm neo-Darwinism, but add some ad hoc 

hypothesis explaining the absence of transition 
forms 

ii. Embrace a different version of evolutionary theory 
called punctuated equilibrium 

iii. Embrace scientific creationism and argue that there 
are no clear transition forms because there were 
none 

e. Conclusion 
i. It is implausible to hold that scientific creationism is 

not a science.  Opinions to the contrary are either 
uninformed or represent mere bias. 

ii. Biblical Issues in the Doctrine of Creation 
1. Different Interpretations of Genesis 1 and 2 

a. Literal Interpretations 
i. Six-day creation view � Gen 1 and 2 are talking 

about the original creation of the world ex nihilo, 
that the six days are 24-hour periods, and that the 
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creation of the cosmos is recent (perhaps ten to 
twenty thousand years ago) 

ii. Six-day re-creation view � Gen 1:1 is a topic 
sentence for the creation narrative which begins at 
Gen 1:2.  The Genesis text does not describe the 
creation of the world ex nihilo (but is taught clearly 
in other places of Scripture), but rather describes 
God�s re-creation of the world from a state of chaos 
and, perhaps, judgment described by the words 
formless and void. 

iii. Six-relevatory-day view � The days of Gen 1 are 
literal 24-hour days, but they are days of revelation, 
not days of creative activity.  They are days when 
God revealed his creative activity to Adam or 
Moses. 

iv. Gap theory � Gen 1:1 describes the original creation 
of a perfect world.  Between Gen 1:1 and Gen 1:2 
there is a huge period of time during which Satan 
fell and brought destruction to the world.  Gen 1:2 
describes the earth in this fallen state by saying that 
�the earth became formless and void.� 

b. Progressive Interpretations 
i. Theistic evolution is scientifically and biblically 

inadequate.  God intervened at certain points in the 
process of creation and acted directly.  Evolutionary 
change is limited to change in lower levels of 
taxonomic classification.  The days of Genesis are 
long unspecified periods of time. 

1. Day-age view 
2. Overlapping day-age view 
3. Alternate day view 

c. The Religious Allegory View 
i. Theistic evolution is true.  Gen 1 and 2 is a religious 

myth designed to teach that the world owes its 
existence to God and not to be taken literally.  
Science describes the creation process, not Genesis. 

ii. Not an option for an evangelical 
2. Five Exegetical Issues 

a. The Hebrew Word Bārā� 
i. Means �to be newly fashioned by God� 

ii. Creation ex nihilo cannot be inferred by the mere 
presence of bārā� 

b. The Hebrew Word Yôm 
i. Means �day� and can be taken as a 24-hour period 

or an unspecified period 
ii. Reasons to interpret yôm as 24-hour period 
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1. When yôm is used in the Pentateuch with a 
numerical adjective (this happens 200 
times), it always means a literal 24-hour day 

2. Evening and morning are usually associated 
with yôm as a 24-hour period 

3. Exodus 20:9-11 compares our Sabbath rest 
with the sixth day, and since the former is a 
24-hour period, so is the latter 

4. Yôm occurs 1900 times in the OT, and only 
65 of these uses do not refer to literal 24-
hour periods 

iii. Reasons to interpret yôm as a long, unspecified 
period 

1. The narrative of Gen 1 and 2 is unique and 
should not be compared naively with the rest 
of Genesis.  This is especially true regarding 
the nature of time, for during the first 3 days 
there was no sun, moon, or night. 

2. There are exceptions to the rule, including 
Ps 90:4-6 where yôm is used in conjunction 
with evening and morning but does not 
mean a 24-hour period 

3. The emphasis of the teaching about the 
Sabbath rest is that it occurs on the seventh 
day, not on how long that day is.  Seven is a 
number of perfection in Scripture and the 
Sabbath year is another example where the 
concept of rest on the seventh unit is meant 
to show the appropriateness of the rest, not 
the duration of the rest.  Further, Heb 4 
teaches that the Sabbath rest is continuing. 

4. Positive support for the extended period of 
time rests on Gen 2:4, where the word day is 
used for the whole period of time.  This 
metaphorical use sets the appropriate grid 
for understanding the other uses of yôm in 
the narrative (cf. Isa 4:2).  Further, it is 
argued that the events of the sixth day, as 
expanded in Gen 2, involve too much 
activity for one 24-hour period. 

c. Ancient Near Eastern Chronology 
i. Chronological order was usually the backbone of a 

narrative, but topical arrangement could be 
followed on occasion 

d. The Structure of the Narrative 
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i. The structure of Gen 1 is in large measure set by the 
theme of �formless and void� stated in verse 1.  The 
chapter unfolds with this state of affairs in mind, 
and it shows how God filled the formlessness with 
structure in days 1-3, and the voidness with content 
in days 4-6. 

ii. The chronological order of the narrative may be 
motivated in part by the literary issues and not 
strictly by chronological issues 

iii. Framework theory of the creation narrative is built 
upon the structure of the narrative 

e. The Purpose of the Narrative 
i. The text should be taken as recording actual history 

with a basic chronological order, though the 
presence of topical or literary motivations should 
give us pause in attempting to be too detailed or 
precise in discerning that chronological order 

ii. The narrative indicates a mixture of direct creation 
and divinely guided natural processes 

iii. The date of the creation is a difficult question, but 
on exegetical grounds alone, the literal 24-hour day 
view is better.  But if science points to a universe of 
several billion years old, it seems allowable to read 
Genesis in the light of the plausible progress 
creation view. 

iii. Scientific Issues in the Creation/Evolution Debate 
1. Macroevolution and Microevolution 

a. Macroevolution � The general theory that all life arose 
from nonlife is some prebiotic soup (where chemical 
reactions plus some form of energy gave rise to the first 
life), and all life evolved from the first life up to Homo 
sapiens 

b. Microevolution � Involves observable changes within 
lower levels of classification which give rise to variations 

2. The Myth of the Prebiotic Soup 
a. There is no geological evidence for concentrated organic 

pools on the early earth 
b. Evidence is growing that the early earth�s atmosphere 

contained oxygen and was not a reducing atmosphere 
c. In the last 25 years (since publication in 1987) of 

experiments which attempt to synthesize organic 
compounds under the conditions supposed to have obtained 
on the early earth, two problems arise: 

i. Scientists have only synthesized a compound with 
the complexity and information of the word �ME� 
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ii. The little progress scientists have made has come 
from illegitimate spectator interference 

d. The evolution of life from nonlife runs into problems with 
the second law of thermodynamics 

3. Problems in the Fossil Record 
a. Neo-Darwinism predicts that the fossil record should show 

millions of transition forms intermediate between the 
various forms of life they ancestrally link together.  But the 
Cambrian explosion demonstrates otherwise. 

b. Observations of organisms through successive periods of 
time reveal: 

i. They are fully formed 
ii. They have no clear ancestors 

iii. There are no bridges between themselves and other 
organisms 

iv. They do not change even though the species must 
have lived through numerous environmental 
changes 

4. Problems in the Extrapolation from Micro- to Macroevolution 
a. Microevolution is observable; macroevolution is not 
b. Irreducible complexity � It is hard to see how small 

changes could be beneficial to an organism.  Some 
structures are helpful only when the whole structure is in 
place. 

5. Conclusion 
a. Science has not shown Christianity to be false or irrational 
b. It is possible to build an interface between science and 

Christianity 
IX. Chapter 8: Four Final Issues 

a. The Visibility of God 
i. Objection 

1. �If only I could see God, I would believe in him.  If he would 
appear to me now, I would accept his existence.  But since neither 
I, nor anyone else, can sense God with the five senses, then belief 
in his existence is unreasonable.� 

ii. Reply 
1. This objection is self-refuting (the proposition �I can believe in 

only what I see� cannot itself be seen) 
2. Several things exist and cannot be seen 

a. Values 
b. Propositions 
c. Numbers 
d. Sets 
e. Persons 
f. One�s own thoughts 
g. Laws of logic 
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3. Category fallacy (assigning something a property which applies 
only to objects of another category) 

4. Some objects which can be partly visible are not completely visible 
5. There may be others ways of seeing apart from sensory seeing 

a. Rational intuition 
b. Numinous intuition 

6. It is often the case that we believe in the existence of things 
because we infer their existence to explain some group of facts.  In 
these cases, these entities are believed to exist even if they cannot 
be seen even in principle. 

b. God as a Psychological Projection 
i. Objection 

1. Belief in God is not rational for God is merely an objectification of 
purely human ideals, wishes, and needs 

ii. Reply 
1. This objection can be applied to the psychological needs of the 

atheist as well 
2. It does not really matter how a belief is generated if the question at 

issue is the truth of the belief 
a. Genetic fallacy 

3. The biblical God is not the sort of being one would want to project.  
Idols are better candidates for projection than is the biblical God. 

4. Christian thinkers have argued that what people really need exists.  
If one has a fundamental desire (a natural need which is grounded 
in one�s human nature), then there is an object which exists as the 
object of that need. 

c. Religious Experience 
i. Kinds of religious experience 

1. Monistic 
2. Theistic 
3. See a normal object �as if� it were religious 
4. Seeing an unusual public object or person 

ii. Numinous experiences are common to an overwhelming number of people 
and they are often life-transforming in a number of ways 

iii. Evidential Value of Numinous Experiences 
1. The Causal Argument 

a. God becomes an explanatory hypothesis to account for the 
facts of the believer�s transformation 

b. Reasons 
i. The religious claim does not deny that a changed 

life involves psychological and social factors, but 
rather claims that such changes are more than 
psychological and social 

ii. Attempts to reduce religious transformation to the 
psychological or sociological must assume that 
there is a common causal factor, or perhaps a small 
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number of causal factors, which is responsible for 
such transformation.  But the nature and scope of 
religious transformation is very diverse. 

iii. Religious transformation in Christianity is tied to 
objective events (the resurrection) and an objective 
interpretive grid (the Bible) which render such 
transformation probable 

2. The Direct-Perception Argument 
a. The Argument 

i. Occasionally, God himself is directly perceived or 
apprehended by a nonsensory form of seeing 

ii. Argument rests on showing that there is a close 
analogy between visual, sensory perception and 
mystical, numinous perception 

b. Sensory Perception (normal characteristics) 
i. Certain conditions must be met 

1. The perceiving subject must not be blind or 
even colorblind 

2. The perceiving subject must have his eyes 
open and be concentrating, and so forth 

3. The lights must be on 
4. There must be no other objects between the 

subject and the object 
5. The subject must be within a normally 

sensible distance from the object 
ii. Possesses a noetic structure.  Such experiences have 

intentionality (they are about or of objects which 
usually exist independently of the experience itself). 

iii. Exhibits a fulfillment structure, which includes law-
like relations which obtain between and among 
successive experiences of the object which lead one 
from a vague experience to a clear experience of 
that object 

iv. Should be approached by the principle of credulity 
(if is seems to the subject that x is present, then 
probably x is present).  What one seems to perceive 
is probably so. 

v. Exhibits a public aspect (the object) and a private 
aspect (my experience of the object) 

vi. Admits of a part/whole distinction in the object of 
perception.  One need not exhaustively see an 
object in its entirety to see it truly. 

vii. They have public checks 
c. Numinous Perception (exhibit the same features which 

characterize sensory perception) 
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i. Involves conditions within and outside of the 
subject 

ii. Exhibits cognitive structure.  There is a constant 
claim that the experiences are awarenesses of an 
object which is given in the perceptual acts. 

iii. Show a fulfillment structure where law-like 
relations obtain among sequences of apprehension 
and the Object of the perceptions exhibits different 
modes of presentation 

iv. The principle of credulity would seem to apply to 
numinous experience.  In the absence of any special 
(sense-altering) conditions the experience itself 
carries some presumption of evidence in favor of 
the veridicality of the experience. 

v. Show a public (simultaneous experience of God by 
others) and private aspect (my experience of God) 

vi. The Object of numinous awareness enters into those 
experiences in a part/whole way.  One need not 
exhaustively perceive God to be genuinely aware of 
him. 

vii. There seem to be several public checks available to 
the subjects 

1. An experience about an internally 
contradictory object or a self-refuting 
experiences reveals the object does not exist 

2. Do the experiences show similarities with 
those of mystics who are considered to be 
exemplars of numinous apprehension? 

3. If an experience of God is veridical, one 
would expect certain other experiences to 
follow 

a. Repeat experiences 
b. Other individuals should be found 

who have had similar experiences 
c. Aid is living a morally better life 

4. The consequences of such experiences 
should be good for the mystic in the long 
run, unifying to his personality, and 
empowering his devotion to God and others 

5. The consequences of such experiences 
should be selfless and good for others 

6. The depth, profundity, and the �sweetness� 
of the experience counts as evidence for its 
genuineness.  The insignficance or silliness 
of the experience counts against it. 
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7. Does the experience conform to an objective 
body of revelation, the Bible, which can 
then be validated by means other than 
numinous claims to avoid circular reasoning 

d. Moral Relativism 
i. Cultural or Descriptive Relativism 

1. Definition 
a. The descriptive, factual thesis, often made by 

anthropologists and sociologists, that different societies do, 
in fact have disparate views on basic ethical judgments 

2. Critique 
a. No a moral thesis at all.  It is not a statement of morality, 

but a statement about morality.  It does not follow that 
there are no moral absolutes that are true for all men, nor 
does it follow that these absolutes cannot be known. 

b. It may even be weak as a descriptive thesis.  When due 
consideration is given to factual clarification, cultures 
exhibit a widespread agreement in basic ethical values. 

ii. Normative Relativism or Conventionalism 
1. Definition 

a. A substantive moral thesis which holds that everyone ought 
to act I accordance with his own society�s code.  What is 
right for one society is not necessarily right for another 
society, and an act is right if and only if it is in keeping 
with the code of the agent�s society. 

2. Critique 
a. If is difficult to define what a society is, and even if that 

can be done, it is difficult in many cases to identify the 
morally relevant society.  Some acts are done in more than 
one society at the same time. 

b. Moral agents can be members of more than one society at 
the same time 

c. Normative relativism suffers from an objection called the 
reformer�s dilemma.  If normative relativism is true, then it 
is impossible in principle to have a true moral reformer 
who changes a society�s code and does not merely bring 
out what was already implicit in that code. 

d. Some acts are wrong regardless of social conventions 
e. It is difficult to see how one society could blame another 

one, if I should act in keeping with my society�s code and 
person s should act in keeping with his society�s code. 

f. If one asks about the moral status of the principle of 
normative relativism itself, then it seems that normative 
relativism is really an absolutist position and not a genuine 
relativist one 

iii. Metaethical or Conceptual Relativism 

Apologetics 47 Reformed Theological Seminary 



Scaling the Secular City � Outline  J.P. Moreland 

1. Definition 
a. The meanings of moral terms of appraisal such as �right� 

and �wrong� are themselves relative to one�s society.  Put 
metaphysically, there is no such property as rightness.  
Rather, rightness is a relation between an act and a society.  
Put linguistically, the statement �x is right� is shorthand for 
the statement �x is right for society A.�  The very meaning 
of �right� is right for society A. 

2. Critique 
a. Suffers from same problems that normative relativism 

suffers from 
b. Metaethical relativism rules out the very possibility of two 

societies ever having a moral difference.  Any moral theory 
which rules out the possibility of cross-cultural moral 
conflict is surely mistaken, for it is a basic feature of the 
moral life that societies do in fact differ. 

iv. Ethical Skepticism 
1. Definition 

a. The thesis that no one�s ethical beliefs are true or rational 
i. Epistemological version 

1. Does not state that there are no objective 
moral values which are true.  It merely holds 
that even if such values exist, we can never 
know what they are. 

ii. Ontological version 
1. There is no moral knowledge because no 

objective, absolute moral values exist 
a. Metaethical relativist 
b. Emotivist 
c. Private subjectivist 
d. Ethical naturalist 

2. Critique of Epistemological Version 
a. It seems to be false.  Some moral statements can be known 

(torturing babies is wrong) and one is not obligated to give 
a criterion for how one knows this to be so before one can 
claim to know it.  Some things are simply and directly 
known. 

b. Some claims can be known directly in ethics and criteria 
can be used form these claims to judge more problematic 
cases.  So some ethical statements can be known to be true 
directly and simply. 

3. Critique of Ontological Version (see chapter 4 outline) 
v. The Principle of Tolerance 

1. Definition 
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a. I (morally) ought to tolerate the moral opinions and 
behavior of others who disagree with me.  I (morally) 
should not try to interfere with their opinions or behavior. 

2. The principle of toleration does not follow from relativism 
3. Those who embrace the principle of tolerance recommend it as a 

true, rational moral principle, therefore it is incompatible with 
relativism 

X. Conclusion 
a. Chapter 1 

i. Cosmological arguments for the existence of God 
1. Thomistic argument 
2. Leibnizian argument 
3. Kalam argument 

a. Premise One: The universe had a beginning 
b. Premise Two: The beginning of the universe was caused 
c. Premise Three: The cause of the beginning of the universe 

was personal 
b. Chapter 2 

i. Kinds of design used in the design argument 
1. Order 
2. Purpose 
3. Simplicity 
4. Complexity 
5. Beauty 
6. Sense/cognitive trust 
7. Biological information 
8. Cosmic constants 

ii. Forms of the design argument 
1. Synthetic a priori argument 
2. Analogy form of the argument 
3. Probability forms of the argument 

iii. Objections to the design arguments 
1. A criticism against the analogy between nature and human artifacts 
2. Evolutionary attacks 
3. Criticism against the use of probability in the design argument 

c. Chapter 3 
i. Substance dualism defended 

ii. Arguments for accepting dualism over physicalism as a solution to the 
mind/body problem 

iii. Argument for rejecting physicalism and property dualism as self-refuting 
iv. One substance dualism is granted, the best explanation for the existence of 

finite minds is the existence of an infinite Mind 
d. Chapter 4 

i. What is the meaning of moral statements? 
ii. Why should I be moral? 

iii. Views of the meaning of life 
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1. Nihilism 
2. Optimistic humanism 
3. Immanent purpose view 
4. Christian theism 

e. Chapter 5 
i. Tests used by historians to determine the historicity of a document (by 

which the New Testament fares well) 
ii. The New Testament writers claim to have been eyewitnesses of the events 

they describe 
iii. When the Gospels are seen against the backdrop of Jewish oral tradition, 

their historical veracity is enhanced 
iv. Marks of historicity that surface upon examination of the Gospel materials 
v. The earliness of much of the New Testament materials reduces the 

chances that mythical features replaced the solid historical core of those 
materials 

f. Chapter 6 
i. Arguments for the bodily resurrection of Jesus from the dead 

1. The empty tomb 
2. Resurrection appearances 
3. Key features of the early church that are inexplicable on the 

assumption that Jesus was not resurrected 
4. The claim and the concept of the resurrection in the New 

Testament was not significantly shaped by mystery religions or 
Gnostic redeemer myths 

g. Chapter 7 
i. Does science make belief in Christianity irrational or may science and 

Christianity be integrated? 
1. The debate over scientific realism 
2. Limitation to science 
3. Assuming scientific rational realism, models of integration of 

science and Christianity 
4. The debate over creation/evolution 

a. Creationism defended against the charge that it is not 
science but religion 

b. Biblical issues in the doctrine of creation 
c. Criticisms against the neo-Darwinian theory of 

macroevolution 
h. Chapter 8 

i. Claim that it is not rational to believe in God because he cannot be seen 
ii. Claim that God is merely a psychological projection 

iii. The evidential value of religious experience 
1. Causal argument 
2. Direct-perception argument 

iv. Claim that relativism is true in ethics 
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