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The Bible’s account of Abraham’s life also emphasizes historic events as real events. This 
becomes especially obvious — and important — in the account of Abraham’s "sacrifice" of his son, 
Isaac.  
 
The Bible sets this event in a definite framework. We are told, for example, that Abraham was directed 
by God to take Isaac to a particular mountain, Mount Moriah — a long three-day journey from where 
Abraham and Isaac were. This is important, not just an incidental detail. This was the site on which 
Solomon many years later built the temple. And the New Testament tells us that Jesus died not far 
from this same spot.  
 
None of this is by chance. Jesus died as the promised Lamb of God, as John the Baptist calls Him. He 
died to take away the sin of the world. As such He is the fulfillment of what was prefigured in the 
“almost sacrifice” of Isaac a bit less than 2,000 years earlier. And as such, too, Jesus is the fulfillment 
of all the sacrifices associated with the tabernacle and temple. God was indicating in "the sacrifice of 
Isaac" that it is not an animal which delivers people from their sins, but a Person.  
 
This also helps us to understand why something which the rest of the Bible tells us is abhorrent to 
God, human sacrifices could have been used as the supreme test of Abraham’s trust in God’s promises 
to him. It was not because God wished Isaac to die (and, of course, Isaac did not die), but because 
God wished to make clear that He Himself would provide the sacrifice and that that sacrifice would not 
be an animal but a very special Person.  
 
Let us notice in particular that God did not ask Abraham for a “leap of faith,” any more than He asked 
the people of Israel for a leap of faith at the time of Moses. Abraham had already been given many 
evidences of God’s reality and of His reliability. God had spoken to him over and over again before this 
time:  

The Lord had said to Abram, 
“Leave your country, your people and your father’s household and go to the land I will 
show you.  
I will make you into a great nation 
and I will bless you;  
 
I will make your name great, 
and you will be a blessing.  
 
I will bless those who bless you, 
and whoever curses you I will curse;  
 
and all peoples on earth 
will be blessed through you.”  
Genesis 12:1-3 

Then again, when Abraham came into Canaan:  

The Lord said to Abram after Lot had parted from him, 
“ Lift up your eyes from where you are and look north and south, east and west. All 
the land that you see I will give to you and your offspring forever...” 
Genesis 13:14, 15 

God promised to give Abraham a new country and descendants. However, where was the son and 
heir? Abraham was old, and in his concern to provide an heir he had first chosen a servant called 
Eliezer who came from Damascus. Here are the key passages from Genesis which record Abraham’s 
experience in getting a proper heir:  
Then the word of the Lord came to him:  



This man will not be your heir, but a son coming from your own body will be your 
heir.He took him outside and said,  

“Look at the heavens and count the stars — 
if indeed you can count them.”  
Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 
 
Abram believed the Lord,  
and he credited it to him as righteous. 
Genesis 15:4-6  

When Abram was ninety-nine years old,  
the Lord appeared to him and said,  
“ I am God Almighty; walk before me and be blameless.  
I will confirm my covenant between me and you and will greatly increase your 
numbers.”  
 
Abram fell facedown, and God said to him,  
“ As for me, this is my covenant with you: 
You will be the father of many nations.  
No longer will you be called Abram;  
your name will be Abraham,  
for I have made you a father of many nations.” 
Genesis 17:1-5  

The Lord appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while he was sitting at 
the entrance to his tent in the heat of the day. Abraham looked up and saw three men 
standing nearby. When he saw them, he hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet 
them and bowed low to the ground.  
 
He said, "If I have found favor in your eyes, my lord, do not pass your servant by ... ."  
 
"Where is your wife Sarah?" they asked him.  
 
"There, in the tent," he said.  
 
Then the Lord said, "I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah 
your wife will have a son."  
 
Now Sarah was listening at the entrance to the tent, which was behind him. Abraham 
and Sarah were already old and well advanced in years, and Sarah was past the age of 
childbearing. So Sarah laughed to herself as she thought, "After I am worn out and my 
master is old, will I now have this pleasure?"  
 
Then the Lord said to Abraham, "Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really have a 
child, now that I am old?’ Is anything too hard for the Lord? I will return to you at the 
appointed time next year and Sarah will have a son." 
Genesis 18:1-3, 9-14  

Thus, in this remarkable way Abraham came to have an heir, just as God had said. Abraham also saw 
God’s remarkable deliverance of his nephew Lot from Sodom and Gomorrah.  
 
Therefore, the certainty that God was both real and trustworthy had been established to 
Abraham through a number of revelations and events.  

He had heard God, he had talked with Him,  
he had received propositional revelation from God.  



He had seen God keep His promises,  
both in regard to a son (even though he and Sarah were old) and in regard to Lot’s 
rescue.  

When we read the following account of the “sacrifice” of Isaac, we must keep these facts in mind. 
Abraham knew God was both real and trustworthy.  

Some time later God tested Abraham.  
He said to him, “Abraham!” 

“Here I am,” he replied.  
 
Then God said, 
“Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love,  
and go to the region of Moriah.  
Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering  
on one of the mountains I will tell you about.”  
 
Early the next morning Abraham got up and saddled his donkey. He took with him two 
of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt 
offering, he set out for the place God had told him about. On the third day Abraham 
looked up and saw the place in the distance.  

He said to his servants,  
Stay here with the donkey  
while I and the boy go over there.  
We will worship and then  
we will come back to you.  
 
Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he 
himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, Isaac 
spoke up and said to his father Abraham, “Father?”  
 
“Yes, my son?” Abraham replied.  
 
“The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt 
offering?”  
 
Abraham answered,  
 
“God himself will provide the lamb 
for the burnt offering, my son.”  
 
And the two of them went on together.  
 
When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there 
and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top 
of the wood. Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. But the 
angel of the Lord called out to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!”  
 
“Here I am,” he replied.  
 
“Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said.  
“Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not 
withheld from me your son, your only son.”  
 
Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went 
over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. So 



Abraham called that place "The Lord will provide." And to this day it is said, "On the 
mountain of the Lord it will be provided." 
Genesis 22:1-14  

Far from Abraham being asked to make a blind leap of faith, the Bible indicates that it 
would have been unreasonable and disobedient on Abraham’s part for him not to obey God. 
He had previously had ample evidence of God’s reliability. Therefore he had said to the servants, with 
real assurance, “...we will come back to you” (Genesis 22:5).  
 
This is not to minimize his difficulty as a human father, as he stood there with his much loved son at 
his side. Nor is it to minimize the profound obedience he showed toward God as he followed along 
toward the sacrifice of that son until God stopped him. But any idea that Abraham’s faith was contrary 
to reason overlooks all that had gone before.  


