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1 History of Christian Doctrine 

Century AD Doctrinal Issue Person Position Summary 

2
nd

 (100-199) Ebionism (Jewish 
Christianity) 

Small Jewish 
sectarian group 

Jews as well as Gentile Christians were 
obligated to keep the Law of Moses.  
Messianic kingdom would be centered in 
Jerusalem.  Jesus was only a man. (pp 31-
32) 

2
nd

 (100-199) Ebionism Justin Martyr Orthodox position; wrote Dialogue with 
Trypho as a defense of Christianity. 

2
nd

 (100-199) Gnosticism Simon Magnus, 
Saturninus, 
Valentinus, 
Marcion 

Dualism between the spirit and material 
worlds. Salvation is the release of the soul 
from the material world so that it could be 
cleansed and brought back to the divine 
sphere from whence it came. This was 
possible via higher knowledge (gnosis).  
Three types of people are pneumatics 
(Gnostics), psychics (those in between), and 
materialists (the spiritually ignorant).  Docetic 
Christology (Christ only seemed to be 
physical). (p 37) 

2
nd

 (100-199) Gnosticism Anti-Gnostic 
Faithers 
(Irenaeus, 
Tertullian, 
Hippolytus) 

Defended the orthodox Christian position. 

Late 2
nd

 and 
3

rd
 

Alexandrian 
Theology 

Clement, Origin. Roots in Platonism. Synthesize Christianity 
and philosophy by presenting Christianity as 
the highest truth.  Allegorical interpretation of 
scripture. (pp 59, 60, 65) 

3
rd

 (200-299) Trinity (nature of 
God) 

Theodotus, Paul 
of Samosata 

Dynamic Monarchianism (adoptionistic in the 
relation of Father and Son).  Modern day 
adherents are Socinians, Unitarians, and 
liberal theologians.  Turned Christology in a 
rationalistic direction. (pp 70-71) 

3
rd

 (200-299) Trinity (nature of 
God) 

Noetus, Sabellius A type of Monarchianism called Modalism 
(associated with patripassianism = God the 
Father suffered on the cross).  No difference 
between the three persons of the Godhead.  
Father and Son are one in respect to 
substance.  Modalism nicknamed 
Sabellianism. Turned Christology in a 
rationalistic direction. (pp 71-72)  

3
rd

 (200-299) Trinity (nature of 
God) 

Tertullian, later 
Novatian and 
Methodius 

Stressed the economic nature of the Trinity. 
Christ is divine and consubstantial with the 
Father.  Christ was also truly human and a 
distinct person of the Godhead. (p 73-74) 

4
th
 (300-399) Christology Arius The Son was begotten from the Father.  The 

Son is not eternal (there was a time when he 
was not).  Christ was not of the same 
substance of God the Father.  Condemned at 
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the Council of Nicea. (p 75-77) 

4
th
 (300-399) Christology and the 

Trinity 
Athanasius The defender against Arianism. Defended 

position of Nicea. Christ must be God for 
salvation to be possible. If Christ is less than 
God, then Arianism is polytheism for 
worshipping Christ.  Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit are of the same essence, but are in 
relationship with one another. (pp 79-83) 

4
th
 (300-399) Christology and the 

Trinity 
Three 
Cappadocians 
(Gregory of 
Nyssa, Gregory 
of Nazianzus, 
and Basil the 
Great) 

Responsible for the victory of Nicean 
theology.  Stressed three persons 
(hypostases) more than one substance 
(ousia).  Brought the Eastern doctrine of the 
Trinity to completeness. (pp 84-85) 

Late 4
th
 Early 

5
th
 

Trinity Augustine Sought to describe the Trinity with an 
analogy of love. The Athanasian Creed (the 
last of the three ecumenical creeds) is 
Augustinian in its theology. All three persons 
share in the divine essence and its qualities: 
“uncreated”, “incomprehensible”, and 
“eternal”.  And yet there are not three beings.  
This is a mystery. (pp 86-88) 

Late 4
th
 (350-

399) 
Christology Apollinaris 

(Alexandrian) 
Christ only has one nature that is composed 
of both humanity and divinity. He radically 
merges the two natures. Divinity of Christ 
swallowed the humanity. (pp 89-90) 

Late 4
th
 and 

Early 5
th
 

Christology Diodorus, 
Theodore, 
Chrysostom 
(Antiochene) 

Emphasized the human development of 
Christ. His body and soul are both human. 
The divinity worked through the human 
nature. (p 91) 

5
th
 (400-499) Christology Nestorius 

(Antiochene) 
Took the Antiochene Christology a little too 
far. Separated the two natures of Christ. 
Some saw the logical conclusion that there 
must be two Christs (one human, one divine).  
His Christ was not a unity. His Christology 
rejected at the Council of Ephesus. Two 
Sons or Christs = Dyophysitism.  (pp 93-96) 

5
th
 (400-499) Christology Cyril 

(Alexandrian) 
Opponent of Nestorius.  Argued for the 
hypostatic union of Christ (Full humanity and 
Full divinity combined and unified in one 
person). His Christology accepted at the 
Council of Ephesus. (pp 97-98) 

5
th
 (400-499) Christology Eutyches Monophysitism (two natures pre-union, one 

nature of Christ at Incarnation). His position 
rejected at Council of Chalcedon, which 
combined Christological positions of Rome, 
Alexandria, and Antioch into the orthodox 
position. (pp 98-99) 

6
th
 (500-599) Christology  Monothelite heresy (Christ only has one will).  

The orthodox say he has an active (divine) 
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and passive (human) will. (p 102) 

Late 4
th
 Early 

5
th
 

Christianity Augustine Presupposed Neoplatonic categories. The 
soul of man loves too little or too much (bad). 
Christianity restores the soul’s love for things 
to the proper level. (pp 117-123) 

Late 4
th
 Early 

5
th
 

Church Augustine City of God and the City of Man. The invisible 
and visible church. It is possible for some to 
be numbered in the invisible church but not in 
the visible church. (pp 124-132) 

Late 4
th
 Early 

5
th
 

Church Donatus A church is as faithful and true as far as its 
leaders (bishops and priests) are faithful. He 
left the catholic church to form his own 
church body. (pp 124-126) 

Late 4
th
 Early 

5
th
 

Sin and Grace Augustine Man lost the ability to not sin after the Fall. 
God restores this ability to the elect in His 
good time. Faith is a gracious gift of God to 
the elect only. (p 132-140) 

Early 5
th
 (400-

499) 
Sin and Grace Pelagius Grace is unnecessary for man to achieve 

salvation.  Sin is not a disease but rather 
isolated acts.  Man is capable of obeying the 
Law and not sinning.  Sin is basically bad 
habits. (pp 132-140) 

Late 4
th
 Early 

5
th
 

Sin and Grace John Cassianus 
and Fautus or 
Reiz 

Semi-pelagian position.  Grace is necessary, 
but it does not override the free will of man. 
There is a cooperation between the grace of 
God and the will of man (synergism). Position 
condemned at Synod of Orange (early 6

th
 

century). (p 143-146) 

9
th
 (800-899) Lord’s Supper Radbertus Christ’s body and blood actually is in the 

elements. His views led to the doctrine of 
transubstantiation that dominated the Middle 
Ages. (pp 155-158) 

9
th
 (800-899) Lord’s Supper Ratramnus Christ’s body and blood is symbolically and 

figuratively in the elements. (p 155-158) 

7
th
, 8

th
, and 

solidified by 
the 9

th
 

Penance  Roots in the Celtic church. Private sacrament 
consisting of the elements contrition, 
confession, and satisfaction before a priest. 
(pp 159-161) 

11
th
 (1200-

1299) 
Lord’s Supper Berengar Took the position of Augustine and 

Ratramnus (the elements are symbolically 
and figuratively the body and blood of Christ). 
(p 164-165) 

11
th
 (1200-

1299) 
Lord’s Supper LanFranc Took the position of Radbertus (the elements 

are transubstantiated into the body and blood 
of Christ). Established by the pope in 1215. 
(p 164-165) 

11
th
 and 12

th
 

(1000-1199) 
Nominalism Roscellinus, and 

other 
dialecticians 

Man’s universal concepts are nothing more 
than word pictures or names, which we use 
to identify what is common to various objects 
in the same category. (p 165) 
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11
th
 and 12

th
 

(1000-1199) 
Realism Anselm Concepts which are not perceived by the 

senses but which are formed by our rational 
powers are nevertheless representative of 
something real, a reality of a higher variety, 
comprehensible only to reason. (p 165-166) 

12
th
 (1100-

1199) 
Nominalism / 
Realism Sythesis 

Abelard Distinguished between concepts as merely a 
complex of sounds on the one hand (voces) 
and as designations of reality on the other 
(signa). (p 166) 

14
th
 (1300-

1399) 
Nominalism Occam Only the individual possesses reality. One 

ought not assume the presence of more 
entities than is necessary (Occam’s Razor). 
Did not consider theology a science. His 
doctrine of God almost seemed morally 
capricious (things are ethical because God 
wills them). (p 197-200) 

11
th
 (1000-

1099) 
Atonement Anselm Wrote Cur Deus Homo to explain that Christ 

had to be a God-Man to atone for sins.  Sin’s 
ransom was paid to God, not to Satan. The 
atonement is all about God. (p 171-174) 

13
th
 (1200-

1299) 
Augustinianism and 
Aristolelianism 

Aquinas Faith and Reason both can tell us things 
about God. Special and natural revelation are 
both useful to teach us about theology. 
Peaked in High Scholasticism with theology 
viewed as a science. (pp 178-186) 

13
th
 (1200-

1299) 
Faith and 
Knowledge 

Duns Scotus Rejected the bridge between theology and 
science. God is transcendent, and we can 
know nothing of God per se from nature, only 
what God has willed to show us (which could 
have been different). (p 186-188) 

13
th
 (1200-

1299) 
Sacraments  Expanded from the traditional two (Lord’s 

Supper and Baptism) to include Penance, 
Extreme Unction, Ordination, Marriage, and 
Confirmation. (p 192-195) 

15
th
 (1400-

1499) 
Sacraments John Wyclif and 

John Hus 
Rejected the expansion of the sacramental 
system. The sacramental system was upheld 
at the Council of Constance. (p 195) 

12
th
 (1100-

1199) 
Spirituality Bernard of 

Clairvaux, 
Johann Tauler, 
Eckhart 

Mysticism interested in the doctrine of God, 
the angels, the soul of man, and the 
significance of the sacraments and of the 
liturgical acts. Salvation consists of three 
stages (purification, illumination, and union). 
Had a tendency to be un-Christian (like 
Buddhism) in some mystics, but not all. (p 
203-206) 

All page references are taken from the book History of Theology by Bengt Hagglund and 

translated by Gene Lund, copyright 1968. 


